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obtuse adjective

ob-tuse

Synonyms of obtuse

ab-'tls =y ) ob-, -'tyls

obtuser; obtusest

? Take our 3 question quiz on obtuse >

1 a :slow to understand what is obvious or simple : DENSE sense 2a

He is too obtuse to take a hint.

b : difficult to comprehend : not clear or precise in thought or expression

obtuse legalese

It is also, unfortunately, ill-written, and at times obtuse and often

trivial. Top Lookups
i Next refresh: 13
Shirley Hazzard

1 the knives are out (for so...
2 a :not pointed or acute : BLUNT 2 lick my chops
an obtuse contour
3 John Doe
b (1) ofanangle : exceeding 90 degrees but less than 180 degrees 4 dik-dik
(2) : having an obtuse angle 5 Ponzi scheme
an obtuse triangle
0 fascism
— see triangle illustration .
7 famine

c ofaleaf : rounded at the free end

obtusely adverb

obtuseness noun
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paragon®
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Synonym Chooser
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Entries Near * ¢ Did you know?

Phrases Containing

Rhymes

Related Articles
There's a lot to understand about obtuse, so we'll get straight to the

point. Obtuse comes from a Latin word, obtusus, meaning "dull” or

Cite this Entry "blunt.” It can describe a geometric angle that is not acute (in other
words one that exceeds 90 degrees but is less than 180 degrees), a leaf
that is rounded at its free end, or a person who isn't thinking clearly or
who otherwise refuses to see something apparent to others—if

Podcast

Kids Definition
Medical Definition

More from M-W someone asks you if you're being obtuse about something, they are not
paying you a compliment. Another common sense (no pun intended) of
obtuse related to apprehension is “hard to comprehend,” often applied
to speech or writing that isn't clearly expressed or thought out. This
sense may have developed due to the influence of two similar-
sounding words: abstruse, a formal word that also means "hard to
comprehend,” and obscure, a word that can mean, among other things,
"not readily understood or clearly expressed.”

: Show Less ~

( save Word N

* Synonyms of obtuse

Relevance m

‘ See All Synonyms & Antonyms in Thesaurus >

Choose the Right Synonym for obtuse

DULL, BLUNT, OBTUSE mean not sharp, keen, or acute.

DULL suggests a lack or loss of keenness, zest, or pungency.

a dull pain
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a dull pain

a dull mind

BLUNT suggests an inherent lack of sharpness or quickness of feeling
or perception.

a person of blunt sensibility

OBTUSE implies such bluntness as makes cne insensitive in perception
or imagination.

too obtuse to take the hint

* Examples of obtuse in a Sentence

| Murdoch's art, like all good art, is highly structured and controlled—a
house neat and clean enough to satisfy the most morally obtuse of her
upper-class British characters.

Martha C. Nussbaum, New Republic, 31 Dec. 2001 & 7 Jan. 2002

| Only the most obtuse missed the main message: humans risked so
distorting the natural order that they were sentencing themselves to be
destroyed by frost or furnace.

Joseph A. Amato, Dust, 2000

|'In fact, he was too obtuse even to realize that his assignment to Tejas
was a demotion ...

James A. Michener, Texas, 1985

| ... either he, and the other people in his shop, and two people |
subsequently ask are incapable of giving directions, or | am too rattled
and obtuse to follow them, but | cannot find the police station.

Renata Adler, Pitch Dark, 1983

See More v

Recent Examples on the Web

() Examples are automatically compiled from online sources to show current usage.
Read More

| The move to Gemini 3.1 for Home voice assistance should also mean the
robot is less obtuse and more reliable.

ArsTechnica, 5 May 2026

| Jed was touched by this obtuse response when Carl described it on the
river.

Thomas McGuane, New Yorker, 19 Apr. 2026
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Dic tionary That wouldn't surprise me, given how frustratingly obtuse Samsung’s
I 1 settings can be.
| REnition Will Greenwald, PC Magazine, 14 Apr. 2026

1

Did you know? @ Chaikesh learned to conceptualize and think of Al not as a black box (as

Synonyms in, an obtuse system where users can't follow its internal logic) but as a Aol 2
-

discipline grounded in clarity and fundamentals.
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Save Word N

* Word History

Etymology

Middle English, from Latin obtusus blunt, dull, from past participle of
obtundere to beat against, blunt, from ob- against + tundere to beat —
more at OB-, CONTUSION

First Known Use

15th century, in the meaning defined at sense 2a
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The first known use of obtuse was in the 15th century
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* Phrases Containing obtuse

obtuse angle

* Rhymes for obtuse

abstruse abuse adduce
atreus caboose cayuse
conduce deduce diffuse
disuse excuse footloose
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obturbinate obtuse obtuse angle
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obtuse adjective

ob-tuse ( ab-'t(y)us, ab-«)

obtuser: obtusest

1 :lacking sharpness or quickness of sensibility or intellect o _ N o |

2 :not pointed or acute

obtuse pain
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obtuser; obtusest

1 :lacking sharpness or quickness of sensibility or intellect

2 :not pointed or acute

obtuse pain &
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