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precis • predict 

3 : done too quickly and without enough thought or plan­
ning• apreclpitous [=precipitate] action 
- pre,clp,l,tous,ly adv • The slope dropped away precipi­

tously. • Home sales -are declining/dropping precipitous/JI. 
- pre,clp-1-tous,ness noun [noncount] 

pre,cls /pre11si:/ noun, pl pre,cls /pre11sl:z/ [count] : a brief 
summary of the main points and ideas of a piece of writing 
or speech • aprecis of the book's plot 
- precls verb -els-es /pre1'sl:z/; -clsed; -cls,lng [+ ob/] 

Brit• She is skilled atprecisi11g complex theories. 
pre,clse /pn'sa1s/ aqj 

1 a [more-: most - 1 : very accurate and exact• Be sure to 
take precise measur~ments before you cut the cloth. • The 
dating of very old materials has become more precise with 
new instruments. • aprecise definition • The wo.rd has1a very 
precise meaning. • Can you find a more precise term than 
"good" to describe the movie? • Could you be a little more 
J?recise about what happened? b always used before a noun 
- used to refer to an exact and particular time, location, 
etc. • She quietly closed the door to the baby's room, and at 
just tliatprecise moment the phone beg11n to ring. 
2 [more ~: most ~] : very carefµl and exact about the details 
of something • She Is very precise in her work. 
to be precise - used to Indicate that a statement is accu­

rate and specific • one night in early summer-June 22, to 
be precise 

- pre,clse,ly adv• It is precisely [=exactly] two o'clock. • He 
knows,P.recisely how much money he has. • "Do you mean 
that the system is outdated?" "Precisely.''= "Yes, that's pre­
cisely what I mean." • The king was popular precisely be­
cause he. was so kind and _generous. • I have a doctor's ,ap­
pointment Ibis afternoon, or, more precisely, at two 
o'clock this afternoop. - pre,clse,ness noun [noncount] 
• the preciseness (if'the measurements • She docs her work 
with preciseness. [=precision] 

1pre,cl,slon /pn's13;n/ noun [noncount]: the quality ofhe­
ing precise : exactness or accuracy • I admire the precision of 
her work. - often used after with • The work was done with 
surgicalprecisio11. [=was done in a very precise way] • Tho 
cause of the fire cannot be determined' with any (degree of) 
precision. 

2preclslon aqj, always used before a noun 
1 : designed for very accurate measurement or operation • a 
precision instrument 
2 : done in a very careful and exact way •-preclsioh drilling • 
The airplane made a precision approach for landing. 

pre-elude /pn'klu:d/ verb -eludes; -clud,ed; -clud,lng 
[+ obJlfonnal 
1 : to make (something) Impossible : to prevent (something) 
froID liappeii.ing ~ She suffered an injury that precluded the 
possibility of an atnletic career. • Bad weather precluded any 
further attempts to reach the summit. 
2 : 1to prevent' tsomeone) from doing something - + from • 
The irijilrY precluded herfrorh having-an athletic career. 

l)re,co,clous /pn'kouf;s/ aqj.[more ~: TJIOSI -J of a child 
·: having or showing the qualities or abilities of an adult at an 
unusually early age • She was a precocious child who could 
read before she went to school. • Aprecocidus musician, be 
was giving concerts w~~ri he was seven. 
- p're:c~:cloUS•IY ad_v • a precocious/-,; mature child - pre~ 

co,clous,ness noun [noncounl] • the chlld's precocious­
ness - pre,coc•l•ty /pn'ka:s;ti/ noun [noncounl] • the 
chilcl's precociJy 

pre,con•c·elved / ,pri:kQn'si:vd/ aiQ, always used before a 
noun : formed before having actual knowledge about some­
thing or before experiencing something - often + about or 
of • I didn't have any preconceived li:le:BYnotions ·about/of 
what the job would be like when I first started. 

pre,con,cep,tlon /,pri:k;n'scpf ;n/ 11oun, pl -tlons 
[count] : an idea or opinion thatJsomeono has before learning 
about or experiencing something directly • I came to the lec­
ture without any preconceptioTIS. -often+ about or of• He's 
changing people's preconceptions about/of modern act. 

pre,con•di-tion / 1pri:k;n'd!fon/' noun,1.pl -tlons [count] 
: something that must exist or happen!before something else 
can exist or happen • An education is an essential/important/ 
necessary preco11ditio11 [=prerequisite] for,getting a g_ood job. 
• They insist on a guarantee as apreco11ditio11•of/to ,the deal. 

pre,cook /,pri:'kuk/ verb -cooks; -cooked; rcook,lng [+ 
obJl : to cook (food) partially or entirely. at an earlie1: time • 
He precooked the chicken before he grilled ih • The pasta 
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should be precooked and allowed to cool. • precooked meals/ 
meats 

pre,cur,sor /pn'k~11-/ noun, pl -sors [count)' somewhat 
Jonna/ : something that comes b~fore something' else and 
that.often leads to or influences its-development - often+ 
of or to• Rhythm and blues-was a-precursor ofirock, music.• 
Small tremors may be precursors to big caitbquakes; 

pre,date / ,pri:'dert/·verb -dates; -dat,ed; -dat-lng [-t; ob11 
: to exist or happen at an earlier time than (something or 
someone) • modes of transportation that predate the car • the 
native people who predated European settlers In America 
- opposite POSTDATB 

pre,da•tlon /pn 1dc1fon/ noun [noncount] r«hnical : the act 
of killing and eating other animals : the act of preyin'g on 
other animals • predation by lions 

pred,a,tor /'prcdQu,/ noun, pl -tors [count] 
1 t an animal that lives by killing and eating other animals 
: an animal that preys on other animals • predators like bears 
and wolves • The population of rabbits is controlled by natu­
ral predators. 
2 : a person who looks for other people in order to use, con­
trol, or harm them In some way • n sexual predator [=a per­
son who commits sexual crimes against other people] • a cor­
porate predator acquiring business·rlvals 

pred,a,to•ry /'prcdo,torl, Brit 1prc~trl/ a4} 
1 technical : living by killing and eating other animals • pred­
atory animals/birds/insects 
2 [more - : most ~ ] : wrongly harming or using others for 
pleasure or profit • predatory· business practic_es • predaroey 
acts of sexual violence •,predatory men/women 

pre,de,cease /,pri:dl'si:s/ verb -ceas,es; -ceased; 
-ceas,lng [+ obflfonnal: to die before (59meone) •'She_was 
predeceased by herlhusband. [=her husband died before she 
did) 

pre,de,ces,sor /'prccfa,scsa-, Brit 'pri:do.si=/ noun, pl 
-sors [count) 
1 : a person who had a job or position before-someone else • 
The company's new president has·changed many of the' poli­
cies-that were Introduced by hisprede'cwor. [=bY the previ­
ous president] - opposite SUCCBSSOR. 
2 : sometliing that :co·mes before something• else "'-Today's 
computers are much faster than their prede'ce.ssors were. 

pre0 des,tl•na0tlon /,pri:1dl:'st;'ne1fon/ noun' · [noncounl) 
: the belief that everything.that will happen has already been 
decided by God or fate ·and cannot lie changed 

pre,des•tlned / ,pri:'ch:st:md/ aqj : certain to do or be 
something or certain to happen • He felt be was predestined 
[=destined] to marry her when they first met.• The.course of 
her life seemed to be predestined.• apredesti11ed outcome 

pre,de,ter,mlne / ,pri:cli~t3'111;n/ verb -mines; -mined; 
-mln,lng [+ obfl : to decide (something) before it bap~ns 
or In advan~ •• The sex of the child Is preaeterminet! when 
the egg is fertilize'cl. 
- predetermined a4j • They were to meet at a predeter­

mined time and place. [=a time and place that they had 
agreed on earlier] 

pre,de,ter,mln,er / ,prl:d;'t3'fll;na-f noun, pl -ers [count] 
grammar : a word (such as "both" or "all") that comes be­
fore a determiner in n phrase ~ In the phrase "for all their 
trouble," the word "their" ls a determiner and the word "all" 
is /J:.('redetenniner. 

pre•d_lc,a,ment /pn'dlk;m;nt/ n,omi, J!l -ments [count) 
: a difficult or unpleasant situation • The go.yi:m9r1 bas got­
ten himself into quite apredicpment. • I don't know how to 
get out of the predicament I'm. in. 

1 pred•l•cate /'pn:d;,ke1t/ verb -cates; -cat_.ed; ~cat,lng [+ 
ob/1 formal : to base (something) on ,or upon something else 
- usually used as (be) predicateq • His theocy is pr:edicated 
on faulty assumptions. 

2pred,i,cate /'prcd;kot/ noun, p l -cates [count] grammar 
: the part of a sentence that expresses what is said about the 
subject• In the sentence "The chlld threw the ball.~ the sub­
ject is "the child" and the predicate is "threw the ball." 

3.pred,i,cate /'pn:d;kot/ aqj, always used ~efore a noWI, 
grammar : used after·a linking yerb to descnl>e a noun that 
comes before the verb• In ~-tho sun is bot," "hot" is apredi­
cate adjective. - compare ATrRIBUTIVB 

pred,l,ca,tlve / 1prcd;k;trv, -Brit pn'dik;nv/ aqj, grammar 
: ~PREDICATE • a predicative adjective., 
- pred•l•ca,tlve,ly adv 

pre,dlct /pn'dikl/ verb -diets; -dlct,ed; -diet-Ing [+ -ob./l 
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