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Foreword

The surprise with this very first book on Pharmaceutical Salts is that it
has appeared so late. Problems concerning the physical form of drug sub-
stances have been with us for nearly 10 years at the interface between the
disciplines essential to the development of new drugs: chemical process de-
velopment, analytical chemistry, pharmaceutical sciences, pharmacokinetics,

toxicology, and clinical studies. These problems have for many years figured
* prominently in the nightmares of industrial chemists and pharmacists, not to
mention those of their quality assurers, regulatory writers, and project man-
agers. .

The answer to the questlon ‘Why has this book appeared so late? may
perhaps have something to do with the fact that pharmaceutical crystal and
powder engineering should be founded on crystal and powder science. But
such a science does not yet exist as a single concept since knowledge in this
field is scattered among different disciplines such as crystallogenesis, crys-
tallography, the physical chemistry and thermodynamics of multiphase sys-
tems, powder flow characteristics and mechanics, piezo-electrostatics, the
physics of complex micellar systems, efc.”

Academics, whose vocation it is to edit this type of book, therefore, heard
about the specific problems related to pharmaceutical crystal and powder

engineering fairly late from industrial colleagues who are often reticent to air

their difficulties in public. Thus, it 1s only now that efforts at unification have
begun.

This book is perhaps an attempt to found such a science, but in the sen-
se. of a market-driven effort bringing together contributions from academics
and industry. The book deals not only with the problems raised by salt selec-
tion strategies and process scale-up, but also with the industrial property and
regulatory aspects at the heart of the highly regulated pharmaceutical indus-
try. .

I cannot end without emphasizing that further exploration is required in
areas where theoretical and practical knowledge is still lacking. For instance,
the mechanisms involved in crystallogenesis need to be elucidated since we
still.cannot predict the solubility of a given salt. Will it be oily or solid? Will

it show several polymorphs? The crystal chemistry of crystalline surfaces —
regulated by specific interactions between functional groups exposed on the
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surfaces and very small amounts of impurities — impacts with other factors
on the preferential development of one face rather than another, but is still in
limbo. We still know nothing precise about the factors governing the electro-
statics of drug substances. We are still unable to predict the relations between

crystalline forms and the compressibility of powders. I hope that the prelim-

inary basis of an answer to some of these questions will be found in a future
version of this book.

Prof. Bertrand Castro
Director of the Chemical Development
Sanofi-Synthelabo




Preface

The origin of this book goes back to a proposition made by one of us
(C. G. Wy at a meeting of the Medicinal Section of Division VI] of IUPAC io
write useful handbooks for medicinal chemists. Among the topics suggested,
the preparation of pharmaceutically acceptable salts was rapidly considered as
important and timely. As a matter of fact, an estimated half of all drug mole-
cules used in medicine are administered as salts. The salt formation of drug
candidates has been recognized as an essential preformulation task, as the se-
lection of a suitable salt prior to the initiation of dosage form development has
become a decision point in the netplans of the Preclinical Phase of modern
drug development. Surprisingly, however, a chemist in search of a book deal-
ing with the preparation, significance, and selection of pharmaceutically ac-
tive salts will fail to find one, and also the scientific literature on this topic is
rather limited and scattered across many journals and patents. On the other
hand, the majority of medicinal chemists working in the pharmaceutical in-
dustry are organic chemists whose main concern is to -design and to synthe-
size novel compounds as future drug entities. While they focus on this chal-
lenging primary goal, salt formation is often restricted to a marginal activity
with the short term aim of obtaining nicely crystalline material. Moreover,
chemists are not explicitly trained in the various aspects of pharmaceutical salts
and their inherent opportunities. By bringing together the necessary theoreti-
cal foundations and a lot of practical experience, the objective of the present -
book is to fill this long felt gap in the pharmaceutical bibliography.

A concise introduction reviewing the various objectives pursued in form-
ing salts is followed by contributions presenting the theoretical background
of salt formation: dissociation and ionic equilibria, solubility and dissolution
(Chapt. 1 and 2), basics and the evaluation of solid-state properties (Chapt. 3),
safety and biopharmaceutical as well as pharmaceutical-technological as-
pects (Chapt. 4 and 5). Chapt. 6, 7, and 8§ reflect the practice of salt forma-
tion in an industrial research and development environment. They describe
salt selection strategies, industrial large scale aspects of salt production, and
- the significance of salt formation in industrial processing. The involvement

- —of -authorities-is-dealt with in-Chapt. 9 and 10, which are devoted to patent

and regulatory issues, respectively. Addressing the practitioners at the lab
bench, thelast chapters of the book feature practical examples of preparation
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of salts presented in the style of model procedures (Chapt. 1) and a compre-
hensive annotated compilation of the individual salt-forming acids and bas-
es with their relevant properties (Chapt. 12), followed by an Appendix con-
raining tables with the acids and bases sorted alphabetically, and by pK, val-
ues and supplemented with other useful facts and data. _

Altogether, these chapters reflect the multdisciplinary character of for-
mation and selection of suitable salt forms of drug substances. An attempt is
made to establish an up-to-date guide and source of information not only
serving medicinal chemists, but also all the other scientists who are involved

.-in the research and development of drugs and their pharmaceutical dosage

forms.

A book dealing with such a truly interdisciplinary subject relies on con-
tributions of a well-coordinated team of authors from industry and academia
representing the various disciplines involved in the process of drug-salt for-
mation and selection for pharmaceutical products in an industrial environ-
ment. The editors wish to thank all the authors for their engaged cooperation
and their patience during the revision procedures that were necessary to
arrive at this comprehensive and well-balanced handbook. Thanks are also
due to F O. Ajayi, H.Asche, and C. Hoff, who accepted to contribute to the
book in the very last moment. The editors wish to acknowledge the smooth
and excellent cooperation with Verlag Helvetica Chimica Acta in the prepar-
ation of the volume: Thomas Kolitzus, Assistant Editor, for his patient and
atténtive handling of all the practical details of the-editorial process, and
Dr. M. Volkan Kisakiirek, Managing Director and Editor-in-Chief, for his
inspiration and for his untiring scrutiny in bringing his considerable com-
prehensive knowledge into this project. Thanks are also expressed to Larry
Lesko of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for establishing helpful
contacts, One of the editors (P H.S.) gratefully acknowledges the support

granted by Novartis AG, Basel, and .the permission to use their Scientific
Library facilities.

Camnille G. Wermuth and P. Heinrich S_'mhl_
Strasbourg and Freiburg, January 2002
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Chapter 7

1.

‘A'Proc'edure for Salt Selection and Optimization

by Michael J. Bowker
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REFERENCES

1. Introduction

Until ca. 15 years ago the drug discovery processes adopted by pharma-
ceutical companies involved the screening of large numbers of compounds
that had been synthesized by the company’s research laboratories over many
years. Alternative sources of compounds were also available to some compa-
nies from university laboratories, or as extracts from .a multitade of natural
sources. In the last 15 years, there has been a rapid change towards the use.
of combinatorial-chemistry techniques which are now being used routinely
to prepare many thousands of compounds per year. As described in Chapt. 6,
these compounds are generally dissolved in dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) to
enable screening for activity in an enzyme- or receptor-based assay system.
Initial screening usually involves a highly automated ‘high throughput screen’
(HTS). If the number of ‘hits’ found is large, the numbers are usually refined
by a more involved and specific “low throughput screen’ (LTS) and other se-
lection processes, until a manageable number of. ‘leads’ is available. Often,
several of these ‘leads’ show only moderate activity, and further structural re--
finement and optimization is invariably necessary, using a mixture of com-
putational techniques and intuition by the chemistry team, until a smaller
number (usually 1-5) of highly active potential ‘candidates’ remain.

- These ‘candidates’ are usually relatively impure free bases, free acids, or
neutral molecules, and are often amorphous. Because they are dissolved and
stored in DMSO prior to being used in screening procedures, there is no need
to ensure that they are crystalline. Also, the preparation of any salts of these
compounds is rarely necessary as the neutral/covalent molecule usually ex-
hibits better solubility in both DMSO and the assay system to be used by the
pharmacology group. As can be seen readily, these new procedures favor lipo-
philic molecules, whereas the majority of marketed drug substances are hy-
drophilic. The need for water-soluble candidates for use in drug development
and the vast majority of dosage forms has been recognized [1 —4] for many
years before the advent of ‘combinatorial chemistry’.

Because drug substances are designed to bind with a receptor, enzyme,
protein etc., they normally possess several functional groups capable of hy-
drogen bonding. Some of these functional groups may give potential for salt
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formation and thus increased hydrophilicity. This salt formation also gives
the pharmaceutical chemist and formulation scientist the opportunity to mod-

ify the physicochemical (e.g., melting point, hygroscopicity, chemical stabil-

ity, dissolution rate, solution. pH, crystal form ezc.) and mechanical (e.g.,

hardness, elasticity etc.) characteristics of the potential drug substance and to-
develop dosage forms with good b1oava11ab111ty, stablhty, manufactulablhty,

and patient compliance.

For weakly basic drug substances, salts of an inorganic acid (e.g., hydro- |
chloride, sulfate or phosphate), a sulfonic acid (mesylate, esylate, or isethion--
ate), a carboxylic acid (acetate, maleate, or fumarate), a hydroxy acid (citrate.

or tartrate), or possibly an amino acid (arginine or lysine) could be consid-
ered. In the past, hydrochloride salts have often been the first choice for
weakly basic drugs, sirice, as a consequence of the low ¢ounter-ion pX,, salts
can nearly always be for_-mé'd; and recrystallization from organic solvents is
normally straightforward. However, the potential disadvantages of hydro-
chloride salts include unacceptably high acidity in formulations (e.g., paren-
teral pr oducts), the risk of corrosion of manufacturing plant and equipment,

less than optimal solub1hty due to the risk of salting out, and the potential for

poor stability, if the drug is acid labile and hygroscopic [2].
* Historically, prior to the severe regulatory constraints that abound today,

it had been possible to develop the neutral species (free acid or free base) to-
gether with one or more different salts. These different chemical forms were

often used for specific purposes. An excellent example of this concerns the
phenothiazine drug substance, prochlorperazine. The free base was used in
suppositories, as it was the most lipophilic form, the mesylate salt was used
in injections and in sachets for the preparation of an oral solution, whilst the
less soluble maleate was used for the manufacture of tablets.

Occasionally, salts were also prepared in former times to decrease drug
substance solubility for use in suspension formulations where very low sol-
ubility is necessary to prevent ‘Ostwald ripening’, for taste masking (e.g.,
dextropropoxyphene napsylate suspension), or to prepare an extended release
product. Embonate salts have been used in suspension formulations to in-
crease the duration of action (e.g., chlorpromazine embonate). On some oc-
casions, the selection of a salt with only modest aqueous solubility may be
more suitable for use in tablet products prepared by wet granulation, since
the use of highly soluble salts can be detrimental to the granulation pro-
cess. Depending on the dose required, aqueous solubilities in the range of
0.1—1.0 mg/ml will normally be sufficient to satisfy the dissolution require-
ments for standard, solid, oral dosage forms of drugs with good-to-moderate
potency. However, for parenteral solution products, higher solubilities, per-
haps 10 mg/ml or greater, depending on the required dose and dose volume,
may be required. For parenteral formulations, the pH of solution (normally
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within an acceptable range of 3-10 for intravenous solutions) should be
monitored to help ensure that the formulation will be well tolerated.

Manipulation of drug-substance solubility by selection of salts may also
be employed to modify the pharmacokinetic profile of the drug (e.g., benza-
thine penicillin and insulin zinc complexes used in parenteral formulations).
Salt formation may be also advantageous where the melting point of the ac-
tive moiety is low, and it is necessary to mill or micronize the active ingre-
dient to achieve adequate homogeneity. A suitably stable salt may have a
melting point that is 50— 100 °C higher than that of the free acid or free base.
Also, being more ionic, the crystals are likely to be less plastic and more
easily deformed by brittle fracture. : ‘

Chapt. 6 describes some of the theoretical aspects behind salt formation.
This chapter describes some of the procedures adopted by the Preformula-
tion team at the Aventis Pharma (previously Rhéne-Poulenc Rorer) Dagen-
ham Research Centre (DRC). These procedures are similar to a systematic
approach proposed by Morris et al. [3] but were devised empirically with one
aim of how to obtain the maximum amount of information from the minimum
amount of precious candidate batch. The outline of the process is shown in the
Figure.

Where possible, we prepare a range of salts for each new candidate and
cornpare their properties in our preformulation program, which is designed
to give us the relative suitabilities of each one. Only one salt form is devel-
oped, and its properties should be appropriate to the primary route of ad-
ministration and the intended dosage form proposed for initial marketing.
The properties of the drug substance required for one dosage form may be
quite different from those required for another. An understanding of the in-

fluence of drug substance, or its salt, properties on the finished product is

essential to ensure selection of the optimum salt form. Some of these aspects
are dealt with in more detail in Chapt. 4. The procedures demonstrated here
are also described in outline form in [5].

2. Salt Formation — Is It N ecéssary, Is It Feasible?

Each new molecule synthesized within the Discovery Chemistry group
has an entry prepared in the compound database. Among the first informa-
tion added as an entry into this database for each compound is the calculat-
ed pK, value of each ionizable group in the molecule [6 —9]. Another early
entry is the calculated log P value. Immediately, a small amount of material
is made available, the values are determined experitmentally on 1-2 mg of
sample by potentiometric titration (e.g., Sirius Model GLpKa apparatus,
Sirius Analytical Instruments Litd.), and the values determined experimental-
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Primary Salt possible salt formation
Screening '
y
o Confirmation of successful
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) ,
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Optimization Discovery Chemistry
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n First Batch by

‘ Process Development
Optimization |- 250-500g

Second Phase One salt candidate
-~ - Preclinical formulations, .

v ’ " Safely testing
5 Bulk Synthesis for developing
. Optimization ciinical material
" Third Phase Several kg
¥
6 Bulk Synthesis
Optimization Full scale for
Fourth Phase marketed product

Figure. Process of salt selection and optimization

ly are again entered into the database. The log P value is usually determined
concurrently by chromatography using an octanol-loaded HPLC column
[10].

Synthesis of a working quantity of each new candidate is rarely under-
taken at a scale that exceeds 5 g; the primary synthetic aim is to provide suf-
ficient compound for activity screening in both cell and animal models. Once
activity is confirmed in these screens, the material remaining from this first
batch is usually further sub-divided across a small number of Departments.
The amount of drug substance made available to Physical Chemistry and the
Preformulation teams together rarely exceeds 1 g and is often less than 0.5 g.

With the pK, value of each ionizable group in the molecule known,
either by experimental determination or by calculation, a list of potential salt

forming agents (counter-ions) can be selected, for each candidate, based on
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lists that are available in the literature [2][11-13] (see also the tables in
the Appendix). Based upon studies on numerous candidates over more than
10 years, it is our considered opinion that, for the formation of a stable salt,
there. should be a minimum difference of ca. three units between the pK,
value of the ionizable group and a possible counter-ion. This is especially so
when the drug substance is a particularly weak acid or base where dispropor-
tionation back to the component parts often occurs in solution. This then re-
sults in precipitation of the free acid or free base. Occasionally, an exception
may be found where a salt has an acceptable stability, despite there being a
smaller difference in the pK, values.

To maximize the amount of data obtained from small quantities of can-
didate drug substances, micro and semi-micro techniques have been devel-
oped and are used regularly within our groups. A microplate technique has
been devised by the Aventis Physical Chemistry group for rapidly and qual-
itatively screening whether solid salts can be prepared. This involves dissolv-

ing ca. 50 mg of sample in a suitable, volatile solvent and adding a fixed vol-

ume of this solution, containing ca. 0.5 mg.of sample, into each glass micro-
plate well. Concentrated solutions of each potential counter-ion in equimolar
proportion, or (if the molecule could form double or triple salts) other appro-
priate stoichiometric ratios, are prepared, and a few microlitres of each is
added sequentially to each well. Thus, all the wells in line 1 (‘x’-direction)
will contain the same combination of sample and counter-ion 1; all the wells
in line 2 contain the same combination of sample and counter-ion 2, efc. Dif-
ferent, potential crystallizing solvents can be investigated systematically in
the ‘y’-direction. The wells are inspected using an inverted microscope

(Leica, model DMIRB) at regular intervals for the appearance of crystals or
solid. Occasionally, crystallization ‘can be promoted by evaporation of any

excess solvent in some wells using a slow stream of .dry N, gas.

Once the possible combinations of counter-ion and solvent(s) are identi-

fied, studies at a slightly larger scale (usually 10— 50.mg) can be initiated to
confirm the formation. of a crystalline salt or an amorphous solid and initiate
a study of any polymorphism. These studies give a lead to the chemist and
can help in the identification of future problems. Melting points are deter-
mined by hot-stage microscopy, and samples showing evidence of hygrosco-
picity can be evaluated using a dynamic vapor sorption (DVS) analyzer
(Model DVS-1, Surface Measurement Systems Ltd.). There. is usually suffi-
- cient material for a preliminary powder X-ray study using an environmental
chamber (model D8 Advance, Bruker Instruments) to qualitatively determine
the presence of crystalline or amorphous material. Frequently, these studies
can also give information on the existence of solvates and hydrates, especial-
ly if differential scanning calorimetry (DSC; Mettler Toledo- DSC, model
820), thermal gravimetric analysis (TGA; Mettler Toledo TGA, model 850),

Ieetipmndy 4 o
ket igttrs
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and hot-stage microscopy are also used in the evaluation process. Most of
these studies can be accommodated, if care is taken, on 20 -25 mg of sam-
ple. :

In parallel with these studies, a preliminary HPLC method is developed
within ca. one week, and, after completion of minimal validation, it is used
to give an estimate of the purity of the original sample, whilst IR and other
spectroscopic techniques may be used to define the salt and the stoichiome-
try. Knowledge of the approximate purity is important at this stage, as the
presence of high levels of some impurities can often hinder crystallization
by ‘poisoning’ crystal growth or promote the formation of a specific poly-
morphic form. Immediately after the development of this'HPL.C method for
use in the assessment of the main manufacturing impurities, the analytical
chemists turn their attention to the development of the corresponding stability-
. indicating method. The development and partial validation of this method in- -
* volves the use of degraded solutions of the drug substance produced in ac-
celerated stress studies. This method takes ca. three weeks to complete and
can then be used in the early stability evaluation of salts, ,their.solutions and,
ultimately, simple formulations. ' '

Thus, by carefully planned studies using a small quantity of drug sub:
stance, it is possible to identify quickly the possibilities for the chemist to in-
vestigate, once larger quantities of drug substance are made. These studies
may point to a small group of potential salt formers for initial evaluation;

they also give the chemist ideas on possible recrystallization solvents that can
be tried. ’

3. The Salt-Optimization Process — First Phase

3.1. Choice of the Salt Former (Counter-Ion)

~ The choice of salt former (counter-ion) depends on several factors. Ob-
viously the primary factor is that it should yield a crystalline salt. Crystallin-
ity in a salt affords a means of purification and removal of unwanted impur-
ities. Lack of crystallinity (i.e., the salt is amorphous) normally would be ex-
pected to lead to severe problems and uncertainties, if the product intended
ta be developed is a solid, oral dosage form. The prospect of unexpected and
uncontrolled crystallization at some stage with just one batch, creating a
product recall, is something that the Quality, Regulatory, and Marketing
groups could not live with. Absence of crystallinity is often less of a prob-
lem if the dosage form intended is a liquid.
The choice of salt is also governed largely by the acidity or basicity of
the ionizable group, the safety of the counter-ion and the drug indications.

Veditepe Universites!
Bl Merkei
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Table 1. Classification of Common Pharmaceutical Salt Formers

Ealt Forimers . Examples

Anions

Inorganic acids Hydrochloride, Hydrobromide,
Sulfate, Nitrate, Phosphate

Sulfonic acids Mesylate, Esylate, Isethionate,
Tosylate, Napsylate, Besylate

Carboxylic acids Acetate, Propionate, Maleate,
Benzoate, Salicylate, Fumarate

Anionic amino acids Glutamate, Aspartate

Hydroxy acids Citrate, Lactate, Succinate,

Tartrate, Glycolate

Fatty acids Hexanoate, Octanoate, Decanoate,
Oleate, Stearate

Acids for ’ Pamoate (= embonate),
insoluble salts Resinate (e.g., Polystyrene sulfonate)
Cations

Metallic Sodium, Potassium,
. Calcium, Magnesium, Zinc

Organic Amines Triethylamine, Ethanolamine, Triethanolamine,
Meglumine, :
Ethylene diamine, Choline

Cationic amino acids Arginine, Lysine, Histidine

Bases for Procaine, Benzathine
insoluble salts

- Toxicological and pharmacological implications of the selected salt former
must be considered, as well as the effects of the parent drug. Salt formers can
be subdivided into a number of categories depending upon their functional-
ity and purpose. Some of the most frequently used examples are listed in
Table 1. |

3.2, Scaling Up the Preparation of Salts

In parallel with the preliminary evaluation of opportunities for the forma-
tion of crystalline salts, the Process Chemistry group start to investigate the
possibilities for economic manufacturing routes for each of the candidates re-
maining (usually one or perhaps two at most). The manufacturing route may
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be the same as used by the Discovery Chemistry group, but usually is quite
- different as less expensive reagents with greater commercial availability start

to be used. The aim is to manufacture rapidly 50 -200 g of each candidate to
permit their evaluation by teams from various departments, including Toxi-
cology. A significant portion of this batch is destined for the preparation of

'3 —4-g of each of the salts that were considered viable from the early studies

on the smaller batches. An equivalent portion of the free base/acid is also
taken for comparison purposes. The combination of individual studies that
are undertaken on each of these 3-4-g portions varies depending on the
type(s) of dosage form required for initial clinical evaluation and also that ul-
timately required for marketing. |

The most common route of administration for drug substances is orally.
For the oral route, the dosage forms most commonly encountered during ini-
tial clinical investigations for the drug substances are highly dependent on

- company’s philosophy. Some companies use simple oral solutions whenever
‘the drug substance properties permit; they revert to capsules for less soluble

candidates. Others prefer to"develop tablets that would closely resemble a po- |
tential marketed formulation. The majority seem to adopt an intermediate
strategy of using capsules for oral dosing, to be followed by tablets for mar-

~keting. In addition, an injection formulation is also invariably required for

certain toxicology studies and at least a determination of the absolute bio-
availability of the oral solid dosage form in humans. Obviously, if the candi-
date is required for the treatment of asthma, inhalation dosage forms would
be developed, together with an injection formulation for limited studies.

To generate data that 1S an invaluable preliminary to the development
process for the drug product(s), a basic ‘checklist’ has been devised. This
list contains a reasonably comprehensive range of tests that give an initial
database of properties to establish a firm basis for later decisions. The 4-g
batches of each salt, plus the free acid or free base, are examined using each
of these tests. Similar ‘checklists’ can be established for drug substances that
are intended to be developed into a solution (injectable or oral) formulation
or one intended to be delivered by the pulmonary route (solution metered
dose inhaler (MDI), suspension metered dose inhaler, or dry powder inhaler
(DPI)). Obviously, many of the tests give basic data that should: be obtained
irrespective of the type of formulation that is intended. In several cases, the
test remains the same but the target value expected for the result may differ.
An example of this would be aqueous solubility; the target value for a drug
substance intended for use in a solid, oral dosage form would be around
I mg/ml in a medium with a pH value within that found in the human gas-
tro-intestinal system (a lower target solubility would be acceptable, if the
candidate was shown to be highly potent). A similar candidate intended for
use in an injectable formulation would have a target solubility value around
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10 mg/ml, unless it was also exceptionally potent. Similarly, for a candidate
intended to be developed into a solution MDI, it would be important to de-
termine that the solubility in the new hydrofluoroalkanes (HEA 134a or
HFA 227) was high enough to yield an acceptable dose from an actuator. The
solubility would also be determined in these HFAs containing up to 5% eth-
anol. It is less important to determine it in aqueous-based solutions. Lack of
adequate solubility in the pure HFAs or an ethanolic HFA solution irhplies
that a suspension MDI should be considered. For a drug substance destined
to be formulated as a suspension MDI, it should ideally be readily microniz-
able and also have a density similar to those of the HFAs to enable mainte-
nance of a stable suspension.

A typical compilation of the main tests used for drug substances intend-
ed for solid, oral dosage forms is presented in Table 2; it shows the types of
tests normally chosen and the information that these tests can yield. A more
detailed tabulation of these tests and the amount of sample normally required
is given in Table 3.

3.3. The Decision on What To Develop - Salt or Free Acid/Base?

" The results obtained from each of the small batches of salt and the free
acid or base form the initial ‘Preformulation Database’. The results are tab-
ulated for comparison and the collated results discussed by all the scientists
concerned in the project. The Preformulation scientists assess the relative
- merits of each form for use in the proposed clinical formulations, and whether
the properties such as solubility are adequate to give the high concentrations
required in the various pre-clinical formulations. Process Chemistry needs to
assess the likely yield of each salt, as salt formation normally -creates an ad-
ditional step in the manufacturing process. Usually, the decision-making pro-

cess results in the proposal of a single salt for further study, though, occa-~

sionally, it is seen that none of the salts has optimum properties, and two dif-
“ferent salts can be proposed for further, in-depth study. It is occasionally fo-
und that the overall properties of the free acid/base are much better than any
of the salts. This occurs more frequently where the candidate base has a low
pK, value (or a correspondingly high value, if the candidate is an acid), and
the resulting salts are less stable than required, when the salts are particular-
- ly hygroscopic, or when they exhibit complex polymorphism/pseudopoly-
morphism (hydration or solvation). ,

These simple investigations give much useful information very quickly
and with low usage of drug substance. It is important to realize, however, that
the polymorphism study undertaken at this stage is very limited, and a much
more detailed study is always undertaken later. This very early study uses a
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Table 2. Preformulation Studies That Are Normally Considered for Comparison of Salt Forms

and Parent Compound for Oral Dosage Forms

Test

Suitable Techniques

Comments

Dissociation constant

Potentiometry, solubility,
UV spectrophotometry.

Determine pK, for parent drug

Melting point

Capillary m.p., hot-stage
microscopy, differential
scanning calorimetry.

Peiform on each salt and compare to
parent. ‘

Acllueous solubility

Overnight equilibration at
25 °C; analysis by UV’
spectrophotometry or HPLC.

Perform on each salt and compare to
parent. T

pH of solution

Examine pH of saturated solution if

quantities permit.

Cosolvent solubility

Overnight equilibration at
25 °C, analysis by UV
spectrophotometry or HPLC.

Determine solubilities-in:
ethanol, polyethylene glycol,
propylene glycol, and glycerol
(as a minimum)

and compare to parent.

‘Comumon-ion’ effect
on solubility

Overnight equilibration at

25 °C in suitable media and -
analysis by UV spectro-
photometry or HPLC.

Compare solubility in demineralized -

water with 1.2% NaCl for salts and
parent.

Hygroscopicity

Use DVS apparatus or expose

to various humidity values and
measure weight gain after one
week.

Perform at 53%, 93% and 97% r.h.,
and other values of interest. Assign
hygroscopicity classification to each
salt[14].

Intrinsic dissolution
rate (IDR)

Use Wood’s apparatus {15].

Compare dissolution rates at various
pH values (can provide information
on wettability).

If appropriate, consider use of
‘Dressman buffers® [16].

Crystal shape and
appearance

SEM or optical microscopy.

Compare crystal habits and levels of
agglomeration.

Particle size

SEM and laser diffraction

Examine particle size distributions.

Polymorphism/
Pseudopolymorphism

Recrystallization from various
solvents of differing polarities,
-|HSM, DSC, TGA.

Preliminary exploration.

Powder properties

Bulk density measurement

Determine Carr’'s Compressibility
Index [17 - 19].

Stability

Various

Perform on parent drug and
undertake preliminary tests on
appropriate salts.
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Table 3. Tests To Be Considered for the Evaluation of Candidate Salts

Test Amount required [mg]
Elemental Analysis 10
Structural Analysis
Mass spectrometry®) 1
"H-NMRY) 5
BC-NMR 25 |
IR 1 !
uv -1
Fluorescence spectrum®) 1 _
Physicochemical Properties ) .' dl
Melting range 2
P& 5
C logP/logP") . 5
Preliminary polymorphism study 200 - 500
X-Ray diffraction _ ) 20
Aqueous solubility”) ’ 100
pH-Solubility profile 500
Cosolvent solubilities®) 300
Propeliant solubility”) 500
Physical Properties
Hygroscopicity . ) 20
Microscopy (SEM/Optical) : ' 10
Particle size (Malvern) " 100°
Size reduction (sonication) 300
Impurities (HPLC)
Related substances") ' 10
Degradation products”) 10
Chiral ‘purity®) 10
Stability Studies '
Stability to hydrolysis (pH 2, 7, 10)") ‘ 15
Stability to oxidation (peroxide/peracid)’) » 15
Stability to photolysis®) 15

%) Determined on free acid/base only. 5 Includes solubility in saline, 5% dextrose
solution, and some buffels €} Also solubilities in complexing agents/surfactant sys-

tems where appropriate. ¢) Propellants and plopellant/cosolvent systems for inhala-
tion dosage forms.

range of individual protic and aprotic solvents of widely differing polarity,
mixtures of these solvents, and mixtures containing water. More often than
not, it will enable detection of a ‘stable’ hydrate or solvate. If a relatively sta-
ble hydrate is detected in this early study, it is usually beneficial to prepare
a small sample (1-2-g) and to repeat some of the tests such as solubility, in-























































