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share: (60D embed|<iframe wich="562heid  permalinkfhttp:iwwmycatholic] description: Map of key dining
establishments in the
downtow.... [more]
Downtown Cleveland H ... &8
. . views: 181 | rating:
@ myllcv0|c_e description: Map of the hotels
3 4 & in the downtown Cleveland
Y 4 area. [more]
\ Allis Vanity: And ... o
’ { ] views: 127 | rating:
‘“‘"“"\ / description: In the baok of
ff Ecclesiastes, Qoheleth
Let us meet at the foot of the tells us ... [more]
cross, where we will find Jon Schaffhausenta .. e
strength and courage Tiey views: 166 | rating:
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L&) mycatholicvolce Media Groups Blogs People AboutUs £ Searchg (1) Upload Johndoe (0) Logout 5=
1302

1

Groups Search: | | |Best Matchif=] [ Search 1

[ Media ][ Groups |[ Bogs ][  People )
Welcome to MyCatholicVoice Groups!
MyCatholicVoice is a great place to easily and safely connect with people in your parish,
youth group, ministry, or special intrest groups. Post infarmation, share media, and join online discussions.
Contact us to create your online community - we offer the space, and the cansulting you need to get started-
as part of our service to you. Pt
Ready, set, contact! 261 0

Sort By: Most Recent | Alphabetical | Most Membersq/
Prayer Places

2602

H 3814 members 11 months ago
/ Category: 26208
Tags: Prayer, places
Welcome! ta MyCatholicVoice's online prayer community.
Prayer, in all its forms, connects us to God and to our true selves. «
It also connects us with one another. Online prayer affords Nothing greal is done
us unique opp... without suffering.
[ OneBodyOneSpirit Venerable John
3803 members 2620b 11 months ago Henry Newman
Category:
Tags: one, body, one, spirit Classical Hebrew,
This community is for people who want to share resources and “
dialogue about the Global Catholic Church. The centerpiece of this L@@ﬁﬁ]
community is a project sponsared by Ad Sodalitatem a charitable LpRﬁL @@B
=g g
_________________________________________________________________ oo s,

2604 Hebrew
L.A. Congress 2008 Highlights Online
3795 members 2620¢ 12 months ago b .m} [ﬁ]:,
Gategory: with lersal's

Tags: l.a., congress, 2008, highlights

Welcome! to the 2008 Las Angeles Religious Education Cangress
Highlights Community. Here you can listen to a special message from
Sr.Edith Prendergast ar to Cardinal Mahoney's answers to questions. ..

World Youth Day 2008 Virtual Pilgrimage

248 members 9 months ago
Categories: Youth, Conferences, Prayer, Inspiration, Witness /

Tags: wyd, uscchb, embassy, world, youth, day, 2008, virtual, pilgrimage, |~
World Youth Day 2008 (July 15-20) is an international event that brings 5
young people together with the pope for growth in faith and
fellowship. In partnership with the USCCB and the Embassy of Aust...

Displaying: 1 to 12 of 34 Resulls per Page: [4 =]
[[d2345... > >N

Matt Maher m @ mycatholicvolce

Wusic Available “or Download.

Sitemap Featured Podcasts Publisher Partners

o ﬁbout’lEJs t Th(i’s is ? lst of somte ghrelat 36 Parables / lluminafing Understanding Loyola Press

o Newsievenls . . . .
o AdvkoyBosd  jougetsired [ ACTA Publcations Medio Media | Contemplative-Life

o Contact Us Center for Action and Contemplation {CAC) Oregon Cathalic Press (OCP)

o Catholic Moments

z ﬁ(ei\‘/pertisers o SaintCast BB Credence Communications Quiside da Box
a The Catholic Hack! % GIA Publications St. Anthony Messenger Press
@ Terms of Use o The Hands and Feet Show . 7 o ! !
o Privacy Policy Heart Initiative Spirit & Song
a Invite a Friend IndieExtreme Records Twenty Third Publications

Jade Records United Stales Conference of Catholic Bishops
Liturgy Training Publications {LTP) (] World Library Publications (WLP)
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Lyris.com

Feedback - Ads by Google

o |nvite a Friend

itema eatured Podcasts ublisher Partners

Sit Featured Podcast Publisher Part

o /’i‘\bOUt/lEJS . Th(ijs is a list of some ghre‘aﬂ 36 Parables / llluminating Understanding Medio Media / Contemplative-Life
o News/Events t 1 H i

o Advisory Egucga:t Sr;sr?:é.ces onep B ACTA Publicgtions . Oregon Catholic Press (OCP)

o ggmiclt Us a Catholic Moments Center for Action and Contemplation Outside da Box

E Helvpe 15615 o SainiCast Credence Communications St. Anthony Messenger Press

o Terms of Use E me (H)athdolic Hda'(::k sh GIA Publications Spirt & Song

a Privacy ¢ nands andreet Show IndieExtreme Records 7 Twenty Third Publications

Jade Records
Liturgy Training Publications {LTP)
Loyola Press

U.S. Conferance of Catholic Bishops
World Library Publications (WLP)
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¥ f*Search johndoe Logout [B¥

2810

2814

28181

MyCatholicVoice Beta site (that's Web-speak for "we're working out the kinks") - We welcome your comments and feedback

“Thatt
Maher

Music Avallable
for Download.

-2812

-2802

= St. Isidore Parish
AN P Description:

‘/{‘ﬂ: R This is the anlinz Roman Cathalic Cor munity of St. Isidore the Femner; plenfing
szeds of faith, culiveting their grovh, end skaring the harvest vt all of Godls
penple. Wz are a suburbr (Chicag o) parish of more thar 6000 families in the

1 Joliet Diacese. Paristionzrs are irvitzd to jon tis arfinz community. Vistors
. 1 are invited to look zround This is Lrlike any website wve ever had its ]
».i ¥ interactive. You pley a pertin makirg it a dvnamic place to plant seeds, cutivete ™
|| < S TN ; grouth erd st-ere your faith Upload videos anc audios, areate a blog, startar N
j \Qs online ziscussion ar fzith-sFaring sessior and connactwith the ministriss and
R i aclivilies that mean the most to you. You migrtfinc some parts of the sit
uncer construction. Thals okl I willbs charging regulay. W wil fracuently
1 adc and upload more content You grs invted to do the same! VoL decide how
i Tich this site becomes' Yieloomel
Privacy Type: Public Created By thottanmey
Membership status: Not  memter Date Created 01/31/2008
Members: 34 " al
>|00;gc 00:00 zun “
Havigation piny a0 Dissussiun Forum
Failh Sharing Anc... —— 2836 [ search this modute. | [Finc ]
B|0gS start or continue  discussion cbout our faith and how vve axpressit in each of our spirtual joumegs.
St Isidore's Futu... Vihere cid you s2a Goc today?
Events And Media Y. By: tortormey | Last Updated: (2/05/200912.02 | Comments: & Shawal
Recently Added 5
el Rlogs
Stewardship Minst... P Search this moddle.| [EInc]
St. Isidore School S e g 2838 garch this module. =
B K-6 Rehgmus Educ... Pasta blog of your v, Pleass make it aithwredated. Plazse be respacful, Flease participzte!
Youth M\HISU)/ God s My Tour Guice )
Adult Faith Format.. Pns(efﬁ B.y: squQQ’ | Last Upda(esi:WZ/ZZ’ZQUB’DSS | Vle\ys:466 y ‘ ) )
Qutreach Ministrie Description: magine you are or the tip of a ifetime plannaz and cirectse by the Civire Tour Guide. Ir realty, you already are on tat tip
b This blog created by parishianer Suzzeta Horyza who s baen a prafessional tour ;Lide for aver 25 yazrs combines stories scripture, £rt and
Peace And social J... reflection to help you xplore Goc's presance ir your trevels witethar eround e workd or in yaur awn back yzre. Pack lightly and be open
Community Life And for ablessec and beautiul trip, WELCOME ABOART More.
WorshipAnd Music... gojl Re‘m:l:::? f:gy:Jte.sus isBigzer | Last Updated: 12/222005 10:38
' : T Jemy's Warld Vouth Day tip
Comunidad Hispanos Posted By Fiem260 | Last Updited: 07 52008 Z6:17 | Views: 11
Links To Sites Of... Description: Hers are sae excerpts from Fr Jemy's Worlc Youth Day Trp in Syzney, Ausiralia. More.
Media Most Recent Blog Enfry: YD Day 1and Z | Last Updated: 075,208 2317 Showal
St. Isidore's Future Plans
My Search this module. | [Fira]
&2 F’ HO ‘Welch our Towm Hall mestings on our Fadility Mastar Plan, Take & look at the plan, Share your feedback in a blog crin the discussion forum abava
catholic "Welh cur Torm Hell mestngs o oL Faciy Mester Plan Take ¢ ook e I pl. Share yor feedoack n 2 blog rin re Giscussin foum zb
YOIGE

.

T
3

ECP_«,“,(

Parl 2c - Town Hall
Meeting - Facil

Pait 3a - Town Hall
WMaeting - Fall

.
Pert 2b - Towr Hall
Mestirg - Facil

Parl 3 - Towr Hall
WMesting - Fcili

Part 22 - Town Hall
Meetirg - Facil,

Part 1-Mest our
new Paslor - Town ..

Fatt 2 - Town Hal
WMegting - Feailt...

Shaw all

E Events and Media You Should See and Hear

[ searon this moduIeJ

\ /,ﬁ)
£ 4 i E’ﬁ o -
Six Flags Frig Fest Storizs From Tre Fred Fasnachton Cartey's Prayer &1, lsidore School
2008 Stooge (Windows Ver... Sirius Radia's ‘Bus. Staticns
- P . P o,
N T oy S o /~
o o) . @ £ )

Teaching Mass part Teaching Mass part Teashing Mess part Teachirg Mass part Accration of the

1 of 8- Preparing 2 ot 6- Penftent 3of6-Lilurgy .. 6.f 6 - Fraction Blessed Sacrament 1

2816a

2816b

2816¢C

R

How By s Your Goc? The Fraadom to

Shaw all

2816d
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fo... Show all
. Recently Added |
2830~ . :
Here's the latest uploads. |S_earch this mcdule.“] Find ||
\\< = = p— o B B
\'}\ N gﬁj %@:ﬂ Ll
il 4 < & AR ] =
Six Flags Fright Fest Stories From The Fred Fosnacht on Carley's Prayer 8t. Isidore School
2008 Stooge (Windows Ver..  Sirius Radio's "Bus... Stations 2 8 1 6 e
W [y ®) o S TS5
2832- Sz . S
[z & & & &)
Teaching Mass part Teaching Mass par: Teaching Mass part Teaching Mass part Adoration of the
1 0f 6 - Preparing ... 2076 - Penitent ... 3of 8- Liturgy ... 6 of 8- Fraction .. Blessed Sacrament 1...

Show all

| Stewardship Minsitries

|Search this madule.m Find ||
The ministries of the Stewardship Commission are responsible for leading the parish community into a culture

and lifestyle of Stewardship as a disciple’s response to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They cultivate the human
and material resources of our parish ta carry out the mission of our parish community.

No Phato

Available M
Stewardship Development
Plan Project...

| St. Isidore School

Show all

1]
Search this mcdule.” Find |

A place for parents and teachers to communicate about our students’ Catholic education.
28169

St. Isidore School

Show all

Search this n'aadule;.” Finid |

Catechists, parents, staff. What do you have to say about our childrens' faith formation?

No Photo 2816h

Available

| K-6 Religious Education

First Communion Catechisis

Show all

Search this module.” Find |
Explore and share your faith with other Catholics your age.

I o)

Youth Ministry
| Adult Faith Formation

| Youth Ministry

Show all

|Search this madule.” Find |

Life-long faith formation is our mandate from the Gospel.
Our journey of faith brings new and deeper experiences and insights as we age.

UEER &ﬁ 2 &) 2816]

DEEP bung Adults Called and Gited CRAP Show al
| Outreach Ministries |
| H® ADD sUB-GROUP [sesrch shis modute |[Find]

2840"' These ministries of service reach out in mission to those with the
most basic human needs with food, shelter, ransportation, etc.

Burned Church Rebuilding Ministry Outreach Ministers Show all

FIG. 28B
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|Peace and Social Justice Ministries

Search this mociule_l Find

PSJ ministries advocate for systemic changes that bring about a mare just society and community at
local and global levels.

e

Green Team
| Community Life and Pastoral Care

—1

Show all

Search this module.l Find

These ministries serve the social, physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of our parish community.

No Photo No Photo \ﬂ,ﬂ/— >
Auvailable Available E/
Bereavement Support Pray and Play St. Isidore Deaf
Community Show all

|Worship and Music Ministries

Find
The sub-groups in this module are for those who minister and for those who have interest in Catholic Liturgy
(Mass).

Search this mm‘ule.l

5 o) 7
A\/\fv
Music Ministers Liturgical Ministers Show all
|Comunidad Hispanos |
Search this mmiu!e.l Find
Comunidad
Hispanos d
Communidad Hispanos Show all
| Links to sites of interest for Catholics
Network
Sacred Space
Diocese of Joliet Website
USCCB Daily Mass Readings -1
Peace & Social Justice Office - Diocese of Joliet
Cathalic Conference of lllinais
St. Isidore 1.0 Website Show all

|Media

Search this module,l Find
Type description here. The Media module will display all media items you upload or share inta the madule.
Media can be uploaded directly into the madule via the Upload function. Group administrators have the ability
to upload media. Members will have the ability to upload media into the module if you set the Upload Media
Permission to Yes. Media can also be shared into the module via the share function. Only group administrators
have the ability to share media into the Media module. The share media function is available to group
administrators on the media view page. No Media

1310 Clessical-Herow. . &) . (Signup
Learn Biblical Hebrew Online-/ ffora trial
With Israel’s best teachers (/% ~ / lesson

Feedback - Ads by Google

P

www. Classical Hebrew.com

Sitemap Featured Podcasts Publisher Partners

o Qbout{llst t This is a list of some great 36 Parables / lluminating Understanding Medio Media / Contemplative-Life

o News/Events

o Advisor; ﬁgﬁ%a;tsrfjﬁe”fes tohelp fe} ACTA Publications QOregon Catholic Press {OCP)

o Xgm?f_t Us a Catholic Moments Center for Action and Contemplation (CAC) Qutside da Box

E HeTpe I5ers o SaintCast Credence Communications St. Anthony Messenger Press

aTemsoilse  opcanerak GIA Publcaions Spirt & Song

o Privacy Policy ¢ Fands anc Feet show & ndieExtreme Records [ Twenty Third Publications
T, i

o |nvite & Friend Jade Recards U.8. Conferance of Cathdlic Bishops
@ Liturgy Training Publications {LTP) World Library Publications (WLP)
Loyola Press

1

1
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Welcome Back, johndoe | My Stuff { Sign Out{ Help§ My Cart (0) ltems
@ WCOﬁhOMCVOICe | Enter Search Term| [ Find || Advanced Search
CONNECT. EXPLORE. SHARE. ®Media 0Groups o Blags

HOME | MY STUFF MEDIA | GROUPS | BLOGS 1| UPLOAD | SHOP
Navigator Sub-Group Setup - Step 1 of 3 - Sub-Group Information
Sub-Group Step 1 of the Sub-Group Setup process is where general Sub-Group, demographic
Information | | and contact information is entered. Fields marked with an ™ are required.
Sub-Group Layout| |Sub-Group Name (*) What is this ?
Sub-Group [ ]
Image Upload Active O Inactive ®

Sub-Group Description (*) What is this 7
wHi-i“BsU|wew

Tags (*) What is this 7
I ] (descriptive words separated by spaces)

Categories (*) What is this ?

Age / Gender Spirituality Other
O Children OPrayer O Other
O Youth O Inspiration School / Universities
O Adult O Devotion oceD
O Seniors 00 Witness/Testimony O Grade School
gn’ome“ Pop Culture O High School
en 0 Comedy O College/University
Lifestyle 0 Movies Catholic Life
O Family oTv OBible Scripture
OFriends B Books O Catechesis
OTravel Events O Homilies
O Sports O Concerts O Mass
O News/Politics O Conferences O Mary
OBusiness/Vocations O Contests O Parish
Sub-Group administration email (*) What is this ? O Sai
I ] aints
Privacy Options (*) O Apologetics
[Public =4 What is this ?
Language (*)
English— Ji=}
Show on
Home Page
Sub-Group website address what is this ?
o [ ]
Street Address
o [ ]
City State Country
[ ] [ ] [United States [
Zip or Postal Code
1
Contact Phone Number
a
Contact Email What is this ?
o [
Donation website What is this ?
=]
Do you want to list all Sub-Group members on your Sub-Group Homepage?
what is this ?
Yes® No©O
Require first/last name prior to joining the Sub-Group What is this ?
YesO No®

(Fields marked with an™'are required)
[ Next|

= C izmsical Heran. com m«

@
s} Learn Biblical Hebrew Onli E 2
With Israel’s best teachers == A\
worw. Classical Hebrew.com Feedback -_Ads by Google

ABOUT US | CONTAGT US | ADVERTISERS | CONTRIBUTORS | TERMS OF USE | PRIVACY POLICY | FAG | INVITE AFRIEND
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Welcome Back, johndoe | My Stuff } Sign Out} Help§ My Cart (0) tems

@ mycatholicvoice ] Aceano Soae

CONNECT. EXPLORE. SHARE. oMedia 0Groups oBlogs

HOME | MY STUFF MEDIA | GROUPS | BLOGS | UPLOAD | SHOP

You are viewing the legacy site. Click here to check out the NEW MyCatholicVoice.com - brand new look,
terrific new features!

Navigator Sub-Group Setup - Step 2 of 3 - Sub-group Layout
al#g;n?;?igﬁ Step 2 of the Sub-Group Setup process is where you select and format the modules

you want to include in your Sub-Group and define the default user permissions for

Sub-Group Layout members of your Sub-Group to be allowed to act upon the modules.

Sub-Group
Image Upload Accept Default Settings? What is this ?
YesO No@

Default Permissions for New Members:

Select the permissions setting that will be assigned to all new members of the Sub-Group.
The permission setting you select below will be assigned to all new members when they
are accepted into the Sub-Group. You will have the ability to change any of the settings
for any member once they have been accepted into the Sub-Group via the Manage My
Sub-Group function.

Yes® No©O Create Blogs What is that ?

Yes® NoO Add Discussion Threads What is this ?
Yes® No© Upload Media What is this ?

Yes® No©O Add Links What is this ?

Site Layout:

You may customize the site background color or add wallpaper. The selections you make
will be applied as the background to all pages on your Sub-Group.

Select Site Background:

®Background Color:  [#FFrFE_] [] Pick Color

oBackground Image:

You may customize the background and font colors or add wallpaper to your Sub-Group.
The selections you make will be applied to all modules. You may modify the modules
individually below.

Select Module Background:

@Background Color: D Pick Color ©Apply ® Do NotApply
oBackground Image:

Select Module Title Color:

Title Background: Pick Color ©Apply ® Do Not Apply
Title Text Color: [ Pick Calor ©Agply ® Do Not Apply

Module Layout:

Select and format the modules you want to include in your Sub-Group. For each module
you have the following options:

= You may change the name of the module by highlighting and overtyping the module
name that appears below the module header bar.

*You may enter a description for the module in the description box. There is no limit to the
length of text you may enter.

*You can select the number of rows to display within the module on the group home page
by selecting a number from the pull down menu.

*You can select to share the module or not with other group. If you select 'Share’ from the
pull down menu other group administrators will be able to copy the module into their group.
They will not be able to make changes to the module and any changes you make will be
reflected in their view of the module. If you select Do Not Share the module will not be
available for other group administrators to copy. The default setting is 'Share'. This feature
is not currently available for Group modules.

* The ownership field is not editable. If the value is 'Owned' you own the module. This field
will have a value of ‘Share’ for any module you copy into your group from other groups

* The Apply User Permissions allows you to apply the user permissions for upload media,
create sub-group, create blog, add discussion thread and add link at the module level.
If you do not want users to act upon the modules change the setting to ‘Do Not Apply’.
If the setling is "Apply’ any user with permission to act upan that madule will be able to
upload, create or add as appropriate.

FIG. 30A
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+If you want to remove the maodule click on the trash can in the Remove column and the
module will be removed from your group. If you own the module and allowed it to be
shared the module will also be removed from any other group that has copied it.

*You can reorder the modules by clicking on the dark blue header bar on the module and
dragging it to your preferred lacation.

«You can customize the background and font colors or add wallpaper by clicking on the
Edit Layout icon.

Module Number of Sharing Module Apply Remove Edit

Title Rows to Option  Ownership User Module Module
Display on Permissions from Layout
Home Page Sub-Group

| Featured Media |

Featured Media [1]#]l [Share T*]l Owned NotApplicable " @ . Eqd?'t
" > ove to i
trash Layout
Type description here. The Featured Media module will display any media item you mark

as Featured. You may select any media from any Media module to display in the
Featured Media module. You will mark media as Featured in the Manage My Group

function.
Sort By:
Maost Recent |}
|Recently Added |
Recently Added Not Applicable *
coently Adde E’;j < Owned PRl Move to Edit
trash Layout

Type description here. The Recently Added module will display the most recently added
media from all the media modules. This module is automatically populated based on
when the media items were added to the group with the most recent displayed first.

|Media |
Media [1][+] Move to Edit
trash Layout

Type description here. The Media module will display all media items you upload or
share into the module. Media can be uploaded directly into the module via the Upload
function. Group administrators have the ability to upload media. Members will have the
abhility to upload media into the module if you set the Upload Media permission to Yes.
Media can also be shared into the module via the share function. Only group
administrators have the ability to share media into the Media module. The share media
function is available to group administrators on the media view page.

Sort By: -
Most Recent |
[Blogs I
Blogs Eﬁ owned [Apply %H & »
o = Move to Edit
trash Layout

Type description here. The Blogs module will display all blogs that you create or share
into the module. Blogs can be created via the Create Blog function. Group administrators
will have the ability to create blogs. Members will have the ability to create blogs if you
set the Create Blogs permission to Yes. Only group administrators have the ability to
share blogs into the Blog module. The share blog function is available to group
administrators on the blog view page.

. |Last Updated

| Discussion Threads |

Discussion =i =1 = %
Threads M LB'J Owned Ei: Mo?; to Edit

trash Layout
Type description here. The Discussion Threads module will display all discussion Eei
threads that you create or share into the module. Discussion Threads can be created
via the Add Discussion Thread function. Group administrators will have the ability to
add discussion threads. Members will have the ability to add discussion threads if you
set the Add Discussion Threads permission to Yes. Only group administrators have the
ability to share discussion threads into the Discussion Thread module. The share
discussion thread function is available to group administrators on the

FIG. 30B
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Sort By: [Most Recent [i+]}
| Links

Links i |Share Eﬁ[ Owned |App|y [ﬁ{ M@t Eqd}'t
ove to i

trash Layout

Type description here. The Links module will display all links that you create or share into
the module. Links can be created via the Add Links function. Group administrators will
have the ability to add links. Members will have the ability to add links if you set the Add

Links permission to Yes.

Sort By: [Last Updated ]|}

| Text
Text [6]=f [Share §*ll Owned NatApplicable M@t 2
0 T ove 10 I

trash Layout

Add a new Module:
To add a new madule click on the desired module type bax below. A default module will

be added as the last module in the list. You may edit and reorder the module per the
rules noted above. You may add as many modules of each type as you want except for
Featured Media and Recently Added. Currently only one occurrence of the Featured
Media and Recently Added modules is supported

: Discussion :
Media Blogs Threads Links Text Feed

Edit Sub-Group Header and Sub-Group Navigator Color :

Header color : 4 Edit

Navigator color : % Edit

s C.a§t.al-fldle/v.m.., " \/Qv“‘\l}) ‘;,Jr Sor o
<) Learn Biblical Hebrew Onling}-/ | foratvial
With Israel’s best teachers [, 7/ lesson

Feedback - Ads by G"‘lﬁlﬁ

www. Classical Hebrew com

ABOUT US | CONTACT US | ADVERTISERS | CONTRIBUTORS | TERMS OF USE | PRIVACY POLICY | FAQ | INVITE AFRIEND
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Welcome Back, johndoe { My Stuff { Sign Out { Help} My Cart (0) llems

@ mycatholicvoice [ERE] Aovrced s

CONNECT. EXPLORE. SHARE. ®Media 0Groups o Blogs
HOME | MY STUFF MEDIA | GROUPS | BLOGS | UPLOAD | SHOP
You are viewing the legacy site. Click here to check out the NEW MyCatholicVoice.com - brand new lock, terrific new features!
Navigator Sub-Group Setup - Step 3 of 3 - Sub-Group Image Upload
ISl#b-Gro.up Step 3 of the Sub-Group Setup process is where you select a banner and
nformation cornerstone media for your Sub-Group.
EUbb'(G;OUp Layout Choose your Sub-Group banner
ml]‘aée Iﬁgl'c))ad Select a banner to represent your Sub-Group. The banner will display above the

Sub-Group cornerstone media item on the Sub-Group home page and will display at the
top of each additional Sub-Group page. The dimensions of the banner are 465 pixels by
65 pixels or approximately 4.85 "by 0.68". All media items uploaded will be resized to this
specification. You will have the ability to remove or replace the banner once it has been
uploaded. We currently support video and photos. Once you have selected your file and
received the message 'Pending... click on the Start Upload button to complete the

upload. Sub-Group Banner

| Select File | |StartUEIoad|

« Video max. length/size: 10 min./ 100 meg. Formats: .mpg,.mp4,.wmv,.avi
» Image max. size: 10 meg. Formats: jpg..gif,.png
« The dimensions of the banner are 466 x 65 pixels (4.85 x 0.68 inches)

Choose Your Sub-Group Cornerstone Media ltem

Select a media item to represent your Sub-Group. The cornerstone media item will
display in the upper right corner of the Sub-group home page. You will be required to
enter a title, descriptive tags and description and to select a category for the media item.
If your Sub-Group is public or public-invite the cornerstone media item will be publicly
visible on the site and will be returned in media searches. If your Sub-Group is private
the cornerstane media item is nat publicly visible on the site.

Sub-Group Media  Title: [testing |

Description: wgpi—icBLU[n oo
test
Tags: |testing | (descriptive words separated by
L " " spaces)
Categories : What is this ?
Age / Gender Spirituality Other
O Children O Prayer O Other
O Youth O Inspiration School / Universities
8 Adult O Devation oceD
O Seniors O Witness/Testimony O Grade School
O Women Pop Culture O High School
OMen [m] Comedy 0 College/University
Lifestyle O Movies Catholic Life
O Family oTv OBible Scripture
OFriends O Books O Catechesis
O Travel Events OHomilies
O Sports O Concerts OMass
ONews/Poalitics O Conferences OMary
O Business/Vocations O Contests OParish
OSaints
O Apologetics

All media items will be manually reviewed prior to posting to the website.
Please allow up to 24 hours for the review process to be completed.

| Select File | |StartUpIoad|

« Video max. length/size: 10 min./ 100 meg. Formats:.mpg,.mp4,.wmv,.avi
« Audio max. length/size: 10 min./ 100 meg. Formats:.mp3,.wav,. wma
« Image max. size: 10 meg. Formats: .jpg,.gif,.png,.bmp

M Finish Setup

15,171,144 singles are using Zoosk Z@g ” K
Meet someone now >> LS A= 000
ABOUT US | CONTACT US | ADVERTISERS | CONTRIBUTCRS | TERMS OF USE | PRIVACY POLICY | FAQ | INVITE A FRIEND
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32 12 View the Event Schedule 321 6d
> Hom /
jl NCYC 2009 Virtual Pilgrimage. /—

Jownload -he Schedule

Aﬂendees / The Diocese of kansas City/ S-. Joseph anc the Archdiocese of Kansgs Cily in

BlO s I Kansas welcame the youth of the America to Kansas City -0 encourter Jesus “Lost your schecule?
Christ in the NCYC, November 19-2*, 2009, Bishop Finn and Archbishap “Not sure what -0 0 nex:?
g Naumann are thiilled to host this great celebration o” our Cathalic faith and to = O SUTE el 0 €0 ex
” AbOUt US / share the beautiful Kansas Cizy metro area i you. The youth communities === Crious what your friends
32 1 4 1 of gach af the hos: dioceses are vibrant anc excitec to share :he path that the H al he event are doing?

COntaCt USI Holy Spirit has led us an.
Sponsors: Matt Maher m @ mycatholicvoice

Wusic Availzble for Download.
® 3216a 3216b 3216¢C
H Latest Videos Latest Pictures Latest Blogs

32204 [myecatnolicvoice / / /

NFC

NATIONAL FEDERATION FOR
CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY

NCYC 2009 Promotional Video Steve Angrisano

Promo viceo for the 2009 NCYC jorehj
eventi... jorehj

St. Francis Prayer This group has no blog posts.

NCYC 2009 Promotion
| Video

[Steve Angrisano NCYC
Promo

Mare Videos More Blog Posts

Matt Maher

att @ mycatholcvolce
3218 0 sicAvaieble for Dosrload.
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Welcome, Patty Clue £ Search Upload

1302 3302

Lorem ipsum dolor

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure
dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.
Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt
mollit anim id est laborum.

3306a|

Fusce convallis, mauris imperdiet gravida bibendum, nisl turpis suscipit mauris, sed
placerat ipsum urna sed risus. In convallis tellus a mauris. Curabitur non elit ut libero
tristique sodales. Mauris a lacus. Donec mattis semper leo. In hac habitasse platea
dictumst. Vivamus facilisis diam at odio. Mauris dictum, nisi eget consequat elemen-
tum, lacus ligula molestie metus, non feugiat orei magna ac sem. Donec turpis. Donec
vitae metus. Morbi tristique neque eu mauris. Quisque gravida ipsum non sapien.

Catagories: Phone

Tags: Patches, Tips, Hints, Iphone Comments (3)

June 1, 2008
Questions for Google

3306b-

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, cansectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmaod tempor
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure
dolar in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur.
Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui offcia deserunt
mollit anim id est laborum.

Categories: Photographs

Tags: Bridge, Sun, Beach, Sand, Sunny Day Comments (0)

My Account  profile groups blogs (edit) )
£ whar 2310
H Larem ipsum dolor sit amet,
My First BlOg - Random ThothtS conseclt%tlljjr adipisicir|1g elit, sed
do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut
labore et dolore magna aliqua.
July 23, 2008

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrud |

WHO

=

g

3312
3304
3314

Josh Howard

SHARE
BIRSS Feed
%2 Digg

W del.icio.us

Traveling{® Dog.net

www.iravelingdog.nel ads by Google

RECENT 3320

« Lorem ipsum dolor

« Questions for Google

« Yet anather iphone

« Revolutionary web designs
= Apple's new mac book

- Yet anather iphone

- Revolutionary web designs
« How long can this blog title be?

ARCHIVE 3322
» 2008 (3) r——
+ Questions for Google
- Yet another iphone
+ Revolutionary web designs

» 2007 (43)
3318
/

» 2008 (34)

Traveling@ Dog.net

www.travelingdog.net  Ads by Google
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Manage Posts Settings
3402__/,>(Create New Post) ( g ) (C g )
Manage Posts | ||Search|
340441 _DatefTime Title Comments
10/14/08 10:08am The New Christians 4 15 = MyBlog 2 editpost s remove post
10/14/08 7:30am  Rocko 3 = My Blog  editpost e remove post
10/13/08 11:38pm | don't know 8 & MyBlog ¢ editpost e remove post
10/13/08 10:42pm How many titles can we fit... 61 % NCYC # editpast e remove post
10/13/08 8:12pm  Ta write about here 0 # My Blog ¢ editpost e remove post
10/13/08 11:.00am So Maybe | will write 0 & NCYC / editpost e remave post
10/13/08 8:08am As many as | need 2 & MyBlog ¢# editpost & remove post
10/12/08 10:44pm  To fill up 4 & NCYC 2 editpost e remave post
10/12/08 7:01pm  All of these lines 17 @ MyBlog 2 editpost e remove post
10/12/08 12:55pm  With random words 9 = MyBlog ¢ editpost & remove post
1-10 of 45 < Previous Next>
Edit Post
3406_ -//_Title | The New Christians 4 | & Assign this post to: My Blog & remove post
[for G- b ®==2= "EV aHo
Categories
Age / Gender Pop Culture Lifestyle Spirituality
3408_./" @ Children O Comedy @ Family O Prayer
O Youth O Maovies Friends @ Inspiration
Adult ™V Travel Devotion
O Seniors O Books @ Sports @ Witness/Testimony
O Women News/Politics
@ Men @ Business/Vocations
Events Catholic Life School / Universities Other
B Concerts @ Bible / Scripture CCD Other
Conferences Catechesis Grade School
O Contests O Homilies B High School
OMass Callege / University
@Mary
B Parish
B Saints
341 O-, @ Apologetics
[~Tags | Christians, church, engage, world, heaven
Post Entry
34124 | |
Sitemap Blogging Resources Inspire Me Recent Readers
This is a list of some great blogger Listed below are the top most commented  This blog template site would be nothing
resources worth purchasing to help you blog templates or articles over the past 30 without our readers. Thanks for your
make money onling. days. support!
1310 U1 a Problagger Confidential o None found
o Six Figure Blogging
s SEQ Book
o ProBlogger Book (New!)
s AdSense Video Tutorials
o_Get a Real Blog Videos
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o Contact Us o Catholic Moments enter for Action and Contemplation (CAC) Oregon Catholic Press {(OCP)
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Upload a File

Uploads typically take 1 to 5 minutes per MB on a high-speed internet
cannection. Once uploaded, your file will be converted into one of our
standard file formats. The item will go through our review process to
ensure it meets our Terms of Use. This process can sometimes take
up to 24 hours.

For more details about uploading media see the Help Center.

1

41041

Select File Type

What type of file are you uploading?

@ 6© & 0

Music  Video  Photo  Document

PodCast  Spoken Word

x

4106

Attach to a group
By attaching this media to a group that you have permission to, this item

will now show under that group's media. You can only attach to groups
that you are a member of and have media access too.

Assign this post to: | No Group [[+]

X

4108+

4110~

Describe what are these?
] Title: [ ]
Description:
I |
locate this media item.
Select Category what are these?
[1Age / Gender Catholic Life Events Lifestyle )
O Adult O Apologetics 0O Concerts o Eusn;ess/Vocanons
O Children O Bible Scripture O Conferences g Fa'm’ g
OMen O Catechesis O Contests o Nn e’?s/f: it
O Seniors O Homilies o Sewrt olitics
O Women O Mary O Sports
O Youth O Mass O Travel
O Parish
O Saints
Other Pop Culture School / Spirituality
O Other O Books Universities O Devotion
0 Comedy occD O Inspiration
O Movies O Coflege/University O Prayer
aTv O Grade School 0O Witness/Testimony

O High School

@ mycatholicvolce

N>

11
It is a great consolation
to surrender ourselves
wholly to God and to
know that he sees and
penetrates to the very

secret of our hearts. 5y

Saint Jane Frances de Chantal

4112~

Allow other users to download this item?

O Yes, allow others to download this item.

4114

N

Select File

Browse

Uplcad

4120 4122

resources 1o help you get started.

o New/Events &= B i co o
o Advisory Board het] ACTA Publications @l Medio Media / Contemplative-Life
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NETWORK MEDIA DISTRIBUTION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/028,381 filed on Feb. 13, 2008,
entitled NETWORK MEDIA DISTRIBUTION, the disclo-
sure of which is incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Increased network communication rates have made
it convenient to distribute various types of media across net-
works such as the Internet. Various media-based web sites
have become popular.

[0003] Some web sites are focused on the distribution of
user-generated and uploaded content. An example is YouTube
(www.youtube.com), which distributes videos that are typi-
cally generated and uploaded by users. Another example is
Flickr (www.flickr.com), which distributes digital photo-
graphs that are typically generated and uploaded by users.
Many such web sites do not charge users for access to the
media.

[0004] Other web-based media distribution is focused
toward distribution of content from commercial publishers
for a fee. One example is iTunes R by Apple, Inc., through
which users can purchase and download audio and video from
commercial publishers.

[0005] Social networking web sites have also become
popular. Examples include myspace (www.myspace.com)
and facebook (www.facebook.com). These web sites often
include user-generated content, such as text, digital photo-
graphs, and sometimes video.

SUMMARY

[0006] Embodiments of the present disclosure generally
relate to distribution of media across a network. Such media
includes audio, video, visual, audio-visual, multimedia, inter-
active media, documents, spreadsheets, databases, and any
other type of media capable of being represented in digital
form. In one exemplary embodiment, a media distribution
system distributes media oriented to a particular vertical
group of users, such as users interested in exploring the rich
traditions of the Catholic faith.

[0007] One aspect is a media distribution system for dis-
tributing media items across a data communication network,
the system comprising: a media database device storing
media items received from a publisher including at least a
publisher media item and storing media items received from
at least one user including at least one user generated media
item; and a web server device including a processor and
memory, the memory containing computer executable
instructions, which when executed by the processor cause the
processor to generate web page data and to communicate the
web page data across the data communication network, the
web server being communicatively connected to the media
database, wherein the web page data generated by the pro-
cessor defines at least a first media web page directed to the
publisher media item and a second web page directed to the
user generated media item.

[0008] Another aspect is a method of generating web page
data associated with media items, the method comprising:
associating a user with a first segment identifier of a plurality
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of'segment identifiers using a web server device, the plurality
of'segment identifiers being associated with distinct segments
of a vertical group of users; and generating web page data
with the web server using the segment identifier, the web page
data identifying at least one media item available from the
web server.

[0009] Yet another aspect is a method of distributing media
items across a network, the method comprising: packaging a
plurality of media items into a single file as a kit, the plurality
of media items including a first media item from a first pub-
lisher and a second media item from a second publisher;
generating a web page with a web server, the web page
including information about the kit; receiving payment infor-
mation from a user to purchase the kit with a payment pro-
cessing module; sending the kit after receiving payment with
a download module; and making royalty payments to the first
publisher and to the second publisher with a royalty payment
module.

[0010] A further aspect is a method of identifying a media
item, the method comprising: storing a plurality of media
items in a media database device; associating Catholic iden-
tifiers with the plurality of media items in the media database
device; prompting a user to select at least one of the plurality
of Catholic identifiers from a list of the plurality of Catholic
identifiers; receiving the input; and searching through the
plurality of media items in the media database device to locate
media items associated with the input by comparing the input
to the plurality of Catholic identifiers associated with the
plurality of media items.

[0011] This summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described below
in the detailed description. This summary is not intended to
identify key or essential features of the claimed subject mat-
ter, nor is it intended to be used in any way as to limit the scope
of the claimed subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] This disclosure will now more fully describe exem-
plary embodiments with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which specific embodiments are shown. Other
aspects may, however, be embodied in many different forms
and the inclusion of specific embodiments in the disclosure
should not be construed as limiting such aspects to the
embodiments set forth herein. Rather, the embodiments
depicted in the drawings are included to provide a disclosure
that is thorough and complete and which fully conveys the
intended scope to those skilled in the art. When referring to
the figures, like structures and elements shown throughout are
indicated with like reference numerals.

[0013] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary media
distribution system.

[0014] FIG. 2 is an exemplary computing system for imple-
menting aspects of the present disclosure.

[0015] FIG. 3 is a screen shot of an exemplary login page of
a web site.
[0016] FIG. 4 is a screen shot of an exemplary welcome

page of the web site of FIG. 3.

[0017] FIG. 5 is a screen shot of an exemplary MyHome
page of the web site of FIG. 3.

[0018] FIG. 6 is an enlarged screen shot of the featured
media section of the MyHome page shown in FIG. 5.

[0019] FIG. 7 is a screen shot of an exemplary media page
of the web site of FIG. 3.
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[0020] FIG. 8 is a screen shot of another exemplary media
page of the web site of FIG. 3.

[0021] FIG. 9 is a screen shot of an exemplary media
browsing page of the web site of FIG. 3.

[0022] FIG. 10 is a screen shot of an exemplary content
centered community page of the web site of FIG. 3.

[0023] FIG. 11 is a screen shot of an example visitor home
page of another example web site according to the present
disclosure.

[0024] FIG. 12 is a screen shot of an example new user
registration page of the example web site of FIG. 11.

[0025] FIG.13is ascreen shot of an example home page of
the example web site of FIG. 1.

[0026] FIG. 14 is a screen shot of the ticker zone of the
example home page shown in FIG. 13.

[0027] FIG.151sascreen shotof aportion of thehome page
shown in FIG. 13.

[0028] FIG.16 is a screen shot of an example media brows-
ing page of the example web site of FIG. 1.

[0029] FIG. 17 is a screen shot of an example header of the
media browsing page shown in FIG. 16.

[0030] FIG. 18 is a screen shot of the browsing section of
the example media browsing page shown in FIG. 16.

[0031] FIG.19is ascreen shotof an example media page of
the example web site of FIG. 1.

[0032] FIG. 20 is a screen shot of a portion of the media
page shown in FIG. 19.

[0033] FIG. 21 is a screen shot of another example media
page of the example web site of FIG. 1.

[0034] FIG. 22 is a screen shot of another example media
page of the example web site of FIG. 1.

[0035] FIG. 23 is a screen shot of another example media
page of the example web site of FIG. 11.

[0036] FIG. 24 is a screen shot of another example media
page of the example web site of FIG. 11.

[0037] FIG. 25 is a schematic block diagram of another
example media page of the example web site of FIG. 1.
[0038] FIG. 26 is a screen shot of an example group brows-
ing page of the example web site of FIG. 1.

[0039] FIG. 27 is a screen shot of an example group login
page of the example web site of FIG. 1.

[0040] FIG. 28A is a screen shot of an example group page
of the example web site of FIG. 1.

[0041] FIG. 28B is another screen shot of the example
group page shown in FIG. 28A.

[0042] FIG. 28C is another screen shot of the example
group page shown in FIG. 28A.

[0043] FIG. 29 is a screen shot of a sub-group formation
module of the example web site of FIG. 1.

[0044] FIG. 30A is another screen shot of the sub-group
formation module shown in FIG. 29.

[0045] FIG. 30B is another screen shot of the sub-group
formation module shown in FIG. 29.

[0046] FIG. 31 is another screen shot of the sub-group
formation module shown in FIG. 29.

[0047] FIG. 32 is a screen shot of another example group
page of the example web site of FIG. 1.

[0048] FIG. 33 is a screen shot of an example blog page of
the example web site of FIG. 1.

[0049] FIG. 34 is an example blog administration page of
the example web site of FIG. 1.

[0050] FIG. 35 is a screen shot of an example user profile
page of the example web site of FIG. 1.
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[0051] FIG. 36 is a simplified Venn diagram illustrating
segmentation of a vertical group of users according to the
present disclosure.

[0052] FIG. 37 is a flow chart illustrating a method of
customizing a web site.

[0053] FIG. 38 is a screen shot of an example snapshot
display of the example web site of FIG. 11.

[0054] FIG. 39 is a flow chart illustrating an example
method of distributing a plurality of media items as a kit.
[0055] FIG. 40 is a flow chart illustrating another example
method of distributing a plurality of media items as a kit.
[0056] FIG. 41 is a screen shot of an example upload page
of the example web site of FIG. 11.

[0057] FIG. 42is ascreen shot of an example media editing
page of the example web site of FIG. 11.

[0058] FIG. 43 is a screen shot of an example snack page of
the example web site of FIG. 11.

[0059] FIG. 44 is a screen shot of an example dessert defi-
nition page of the example web site of FIG. 11.

[0060] FIG. 45 is an example of a thumbnail definition page
4500 of the example web site of FIG. 11.

[0061] FIG. 46 is a combined block diagram and flow chart
illustrating a method of tagging an item to convert the item
from user generated content to publisher content according to
the present disclosure.

[0062] FIG. 47 is a screen shot of an example Resource
Center according to the present disclosure.

[0063] FIG. 48 is a screen shot of an example media brows-
ing page of the Resource Center of FIG. 47.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0064] With the increase in network transmission rates and
vast increases in data storage capabilities, the amount of
information and content available on the Internet has become
enormous. The volume of available information has become
a problem. For example, a user of a media site such as You-
Tube may find it very difficult to find desired content because
it is buried among such a large volume of undesired content.
[0065] Someembodiments according to the present disclo-
sure address this issue by providing a media distribution
system that is directed toward a particular vertical group of
users. A vertical group of users is a subset of a full group of
users as discussed more fully herein with reference to FIG.
36. In some embodiments the vertical group shares acommon
interest or other characteristic. A media distribution system
that is tailored to the vertical group is designed and structured
to meet the specialized preferences of that group. Similarly,
media content distributed by the media distribution system is
typically related to the shared interest of the vertical group.
[0066] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary media
distribution system 100. Media distribution system 100
includes web server 102, network 104, publisher computing
system 106, user computing systems 108, and third-party
service computing system 110.

[0067] Web server 102 is a computing system that is in data
communication with network 104. Web server 102 receives
requests from network 104 and sends responses to the
requests across network 104. In this way, web server 102 is
capable of communicating with publisher computing system
106, user computing systems 108, and third-party service
computing systems 110. Some embodiments include mul-
tiple Web servers 102.

[0068] Web server 102 includes media database 103. In
some embodiments, media database 103 is stored in memory
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of' web server 102, or in removable or non-removable storage
of web server 102. In another embodiment, media database
103 is a database server that is in data communication with
web server 102. Media database 103 stores digital data
including a plurality of media items, such as audio record-
ings, video recordings, or other digital media. In some
embodiments, media database 103 stores digital media using
a group-specific data model, such as a Catholic data model.
The group-specific data model enables media database 103 to
store information about media items and relationships
between media items in a manner that allows media items to
be quickly and easily located according to particular charac-
teristics of the group. Group-specific data models are
described in more detail herein.

[0069] Insomeembodiments media database 103 includes
a database portion where metadata and links to media items
are stored and a separate file system portion where the media
items themselves are stored. Media item identifiers are used
to connect media items in the file system with the metadata in
the database.

[0070] Web server 102 also includes user database 105. In
some embodiments, user database 105 is stored in memory of
web server 102, or in removable or non-removable storage of
web server 102. Privacy is a major concern when storing user
data. As aresult, user database 105 is maintained in a database
that is secured against unauthorized access. For example, user
names and passwords are required for a user to access user
data. Furthermore, user data is carefully protected in con-
formance with a Terms Of Use agreement and a Privacy
Policy. For example, user data is not shared with third parties.
In some embodiments some user data is displayed on a public
user profile page. However, user data is used in some situa-
tions to enhance the user’s experience, such as to provide
more relevant content, or by customizing the display of vari-
ous web site pages according to information contained in user
data.

[0071] Network 104 is a data communication network that
communicates digital data from one computing system to
another computing system. One example of a suitable net-
work 104 is the Internet. Network 104 can also include other
networks, such as a Local Area Network, a Wide Area Net-
work, a Wireless Network, a conventional telephone service,
an Intranet, and an Extranet. One or more data communica-
tion protocols are used to communicate the digital data, such
as the Transmission Control Protocol and the Internet Proto-
col.

[0072] Publisher computing system 106 is a computing
system through which a commercial publisher communicates
with network 104. In some embodiments, publisher comput-
ing system 106 is a Web server. In other embodiments, pub-
lisher is a computing system, such as a personal computer or
a handheld computer. Publisher computing system 106
includes multiple computing systems in some embodiments.
Further, media distribution system 100 includes multiple
publishers using multiple publisher computing systems 106
in some embodiments.

[0073] User computing system 108 is a computing system
through which a user communicates with network 104. In
some embodiments user computing system 108 is a personal
computer, a laptop computer, a tablet computer, a handheld
computer, a personal digital assistant, a cell phone, or other
digital devices configured to communicate digital data across
network 104.
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[0074] Third-party service computing system 110 is a com-
puting system through which a third-party provides a service
involving network 104. In some embodiments, third-party
service computing system 110 is a Web server. In other
embodiments, third-party service computing system 110 is a
personal computer or other computing device configured to
communicate digital data across network 104. Examples of
Third-party services include third-party web servers that pro-
vide web sites, such as facebook (www.facebook.com), mys-
pace (Www.myspace.com), twitter (Www.twitter.com), or
other third-party services.

[0075] In some embodiments, Web server 102 stores and
transmits web site data. The web site data is requested by a
computing system, such as user computing system 108. In
response to the request, web server 102 transmits the web site
data to user computing system 108 across network 104. The
web site data is received by user computing system 108,
which processes the data using a browser software applica-
tion, such as the INTERNET EXPLORER® internet browser
by Microsoft Corporation, or other browser applications. The
browser operates to display a user interface at user computing
system 108 to display the web site to the user. In other
embodiments, web site data is provided by Web server 102 to
a publisher computing system 106 or other administrators
where it is displayed on a user interface.

[0076] FIG. 2 is an exemplary computing system 200 for
Web server 102 (shown in FIG. 1) for implementing aspects
of the present disclosure. Although computing system 200 is
illustrated and described as an example of Web server 102,
computing system 200 is also an example of a suitable pub-
lisher computing system 106, user computing system 108,
and third-party service computing system 110 (all shown in
FIG. 1).

[0077] In its most basic configuration, computing system
200 typically includes at least one processing unit 202 and
memory 204. Depending on the exact configuration and type
of computing system, memory 204 may be volatile (such as
RAM), non-volatile (such as ROM, flash memory, etc.) or
some combination of the two. This most basic configuration
is illustrated in FIG. 2 by dashed line 206. Additionally,
computing system 200 may also have additional features/
functionality. For example, computing system 200 may also
include additional storage (removable and/or non-removable)
including, but not limited to, magnetic or optical disks or tape.
Such additional storage is illustrated in FIG. 2 by removable
storage 208 and non-removable storage 210.

[0078] Computer storage media includes volatile and non-
volatile, removable and non-removable media implemented
in any method or technology for storage of information such
as computer readable instructions, data structures, program
modules or other data. Memory 204, removable storage 208
and non-removable storage 210 are all examples of computer
storage media. Computer storage media includes, but is not
limited to, RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other
memory technology, CD-ROM, digital versatile disks (DVD)
or other optical storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape,
magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or
any other medium that can be used to store the desired infor-
mation and that can be accessed by computing system 200.
Any such computer storage media may be part of computing
system 200.

[0079] Computing system 200 may also contain communi-
cations connection(s) 212 that allow the computing system to
communicate with other devices. Communications connec-
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tion(s) 212 is an example of communication media. Commu-
nication media typically embodies computer readable
instructions, data structures, program modules or other data
in a modulated data signal such as a carrier wave or other
transport mechanism and includes any information delivery
media. The term “modulated data signal” means a signal that
has one or more of its characteristics set or changed in such a
manner as to encode information in the signal. By way of
example, and not limitation, communication media includes
wired media such as a wired network or direct-wired connec-
tion, and wireless media such as acoustic, RF, infrared and
other wireless media. The term computer readable media as
used herein includes both storage media and communication
media.

[0080] Computing system 200 may also have input device
(s) 214 such as keyboard, mouse, pen, voice input device,
touch input device, etc. Output device(s) 216 such as a dis-
play, speakers, printer, etc. may also be included. All these
devices are well known in the art and need not be discussed at
length here.

[0081] Insomeembodiments, memory 204 includes one or
more of operating system 220, application programs 222,
other program modules 224, and program data 226.

[0082] Examples of a possible computing system 200
includes a server computer, a server farm or cluster, a personal
computer, a laptop computer, a handheld computer, a tablet
computer, a personal digital assistant, a mobile phone, or
other processing device configured to communicate digital
data across a communication network.

[0083] In some embodiments, web server 102 includes a
database of media items stored in computer storage media.
The database includes a plurality of media items, such as
videos, audio recordings, images, and possibly other media
items. The database also stores metadata and relational data
associated with the media items that allows particular media
items to be quickly and easily located by a user. The metadata
includes a group-specific data model.

[0084] One example of a group-specific data model is a
Catholic data model. Catholic media is able to be associated
with various Catholic-specific topics or identifiers that are not
typically used to identify non-Catholic media. A Catholic
data model allows users to quickly locate media items that are
related to Catholic-specific topics.

[0085] A possible embodiment of a Catholic data model
allows media items to be associated with various Catholic
topics, such as liturgical dates; Bible books, chapters, and
verses; Catholic catechisms, Catholic feasts, liturgical read-
ings, masses and types of masses, sacraments, Catholic sea-
sons, and by other topics and categories. In addition, some
embodiments allow users to create user-defined tags to asso-
ciate media items with additional topics that are relevant to
specific groups or individuals.

[0086] In further possible embodiments, the group-specific
data model also stores information to associate media items
with type of user or segment of a group of users that is likely
to appreciate the media item. In some embodiments, web
server 102 stores statistical data regarding the users that
access or purchase particular media items, and uses the datato
determine characteristics of users that typically are interested
in the media items. Web server 102 then uses this data to make
media recommendations to a user based on one or more of the
user’s characteristics. In other embodiments, web server 102
stores data regarding a segment of a group of users (described
in more detail herein) that are likely to appreciate or likely to
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purchase the media item. The data is defined by users or
administrators in some embodiments, and is automatically
generated by monitoring user statistics in other embodiments.
[0087] Web server 102 uses the group-specific data model
to perform searches for topics or keywords identified by a
user. A quick search feature receives a set of key words from
a user, which the web server 102 uses to locate media items
associated with the key words. An advanced search feature
allows the user to define specific group-specific topics. For
example, an advanced search can be conducted to find all
media items associated with the book of Genesis. Another
advanced search can be conducted to find all media items
associated with a particular Catholic sacrament. Another
advanced search can be conducted to find all media related to
a specific day in the Catholic liturgical calendar. Yet other
searches can be conducted to search for media associated
with multiple group-specific topics.

[0088] Other group-specific data models are used in other
embodiments, such as a data model for the Christian commu-
nity as a whole, for other religions, or for non-religious com-
munities, such as political groups, hobby groups, community
organizations, governmental organizations, or other groups.
[0089] FIGS. 3-10 are screen shots of an exemplary web
site 300 defined by web site data from Web server 102 (as
shown in FIG. 1), transmitted across network 104, and dis-
played by user computing system 108 using a browser soft-
ware application.

[0090] FIG. 3 is a screen shot of an exemplary login page
302 of the web site 300. Login page 302 includes member
section 304 and non-member section 306. Member section
304 instructs the user to enter the unique username and pass-
word if the user is already a member. If not, non-member
section 306 instructs the user to sign up for a membership, by
completing registration fields.

[0091] Member section 304 includes a username field, a
password field, and a sign in button. If the user has previously
registered, the user enters the username and password that
was previously assigned into the respective fields, and then
selects the sign in button. The username and password are
then sent to the Web server, which determines whether the
username and password are valid. If so, the Web server allows
the user to access additional features of'the web site. If not, the
user is again prompted to enter the username and password.
[0092] Non-member section 306 includes a variety of fields
in which the user can select a user name and password, and
provide personal information, such as a name, e-mail address,
gender, zip code, birth date, and any other desired informa-
tion. Non-member section also requires the user to review the
Terms of Service, and to indicate acceptance of the terms.
Once the non-member section 306 has been completed by the
user, the create account button is selected. The information is
then transmitted to the Web server, which sets up the account.
In some embodiments, Web server requires the user to vali-
date the email address provided, by sending an e-mail to the
user and requiring them to respond or type in a code provided
in the e-mail message. Other known log in or registration
processes are used in other embodiments.

[0093] FIG. 4 is a screen shot of an exemplary welcome
page 402 of web site 300. Welcome page 402 is an optional
first page that is displayed to the user after a user has logged
in to the web site. Welcome page 402 includes welcome
section 404 and media section 408.

[0094] Welcome section 404 is used to display a message to
the user. In this example, the welcome section 404 asks the
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user whether it is their first time to the web site, and if so,
provides a Start Here button 406 that the user can select. In
some embodiments, when the user selects Start Here button
406, a brief tutorial is displayed to introduce the user to the
features and content available on the web site. In another
embodiment, the Start Here button 406 brings the user to the
MyHome page, as shown in FIG. 5.

[0095] Welcome page 402 also includes media section 408.
Media section 408 includes a featured tab, most viewed tab,
and a newest tab. [fthe featured tab is selected, welcome page
402 displays a set of featured content in media section 408.
This is also the default tab. If the most viewed tab is selected,
welcome page 402 displays a set of the most viewed content,
arranged in an order from the content that has been viewed the
most to the content that has been viewed the least. If the
newest tab is selected, then welcome page 402 displays a set
of the content that was most recently added, arranged in an
order from the newest content to the oldest content.

[0096] In this example, a set of links 410 are arranged
toward the top of welcome page 402. Links 410 can be
selected to quickly jump to selected web pages, such as to edit
user information, user preferences, account options, help
pages, or a shopping cart. A sign out link is also provided.
Other embodiments include other links as desired. Links 410
can be included on other pages of web site 300 after the user
has logged in, if desired. Links 410 are arranged at a different
location of the web pages in some embodiments.

[0097] In this example, another set of links 412 are
arranged toward the bottom of welcome page 402. Links 412
can be selected to quickly jump to selected web pages, such as
an about us page, a contact us page, an advertisers page, a
contributors page, a terms of use page, a privacy policy page,
and a help page. Links 412 are provided at a different location
ofwelcome page 402 in other embodiments. Links 412 can be
included on other pages of web site 300 if desired.

[0098] FIG. 5 is a screen shot of an exemplary MyHome
page 502 ofthe web site 300. The MyHome page 502 includes
quick links bar 504, welcome section 506, favorites section
508, uploads section 510, purchases section 512, communi-
ties section 514, and featured media section 516. The
MyHome page 502 serves as a convenient central location
from which the user can access many of the features of web
site 300.

[0099] MyHome page 502 includes quick links bar 504.
Quick links bar 504 includes quick search 520, and links 522.
In some embodiments of web site 300, quick links bar 504 is
present on many pages of web site 300. In this way the user
has easy access to the features provided by quick links bar
504. Quick search 520 includes a search query field where a
user enters keywords to search for, and a Find button that
initiates the search for the entered keywords. Quick search
520 also includes an advanced search link that, when selected,
opens an advanced search page. Links 522 can be selected by
auser to quickly jump to a desired page of web site 300. In this
example, links 522 includes a MyHome link, a Connect link,
an Explore link, and a Share link. The MyHome link, when
selected, returns the user to MyHome page 502, even if they
are currently at a different page of web site 300. The Connect
link, when selected, causes web site 300 to display a commu-
nities page. When the user selects the Explore link, web site
300 displays a media page. When the Share link is selected,
web site 300 displays an upload page that allows the user to
upload user-generated media.
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[0100] Welcome section 506 is a region of MyHome page
502 that displays a welcome message to the user. In some
embodiments, welcome section 506 includes a text-based
message 530 and an image 531 or other media. Text-based
message 530 can be used to provide inspirational, educa-
tional, informative, or other information to the user. As shown
in FIG. 5, an example of a text-based message 530 is a
quotation, such as “Ah! If you only knew the peace there is in
an accepted sorrow.—Jeanne de la Motte-Guyton.” Other
examples of text-based message 530 include Bible verses,
poetry, inspirational thoughts. In some embodiments, text-
based messages 530 are used to communicate information
from web site 300 to the user. For example, text-based mes-
sage 530 can be used to welcome the user, tell the user about
new features of web site 300, display a personal message to
the user, update the user of the status of pending orders, or for
variety of other purposes. In some embodiments, text-based
message 530 changes every time MyHome page 502 is dis-
played or refreshed. Web server stores a plurality of text-
based messages that can be selected from when generating
MyHome page 502.

[0101] Welcome section 506 also includes image 531. It is
said that a picture is worth a thousand words. In the same way,
image 531 can be used to convey information to the user. In
some embodiments, image 531 is a photograph of a person,
place, animal, or other object. In other embodiments, image
531 is a graphic. In other embodiments, other media is used in
place of image 531, such as a video clip. Yet other embodi-
ments include a media player, such as for playing audio to the
user.

[0102] In some embodiments, MyHome page 502 (and in
some embodiments, other pages of web site 300) are custom-
ized based upon one or more characteristics of the user. The
user is identified by the login procedure described with ref-
erence to FIG. 3. As a result, Web server 102 is able to store
information about the user which can be used to customize
web site 300. For example, welcome section 506 is customi-
zable to display text-based messages and/or images 531
based upon one or more characteristics of the user. Such
characteristics include religious beliefs, identification with
particular ideals, physical characteristics, personality charac-
teristics, purchasing history, browsing history, community
membership, or any other identifiable characteristic.

[0103] In some embodiments, web site 300 is customized
based upon a user’s Segment Self Identifier (SSID). Any
group can be divided into a number of different segments of
the group. For example, the group of all Catholics can be
divided into five different segments. The segments include:
(1) defends the rules™, (2) follows the rules™, (3) considers
the rules™, (4) don’t know the rules™, and (5) the rules don’t
apply to me™. In another embodiment, Catholics (or all
people) can be divided based on spiritual type. The spiritual
type, for example, divides Catholics based on whether they
tend to make decisions based on reason or feelings, and
whether they are more active or more contemplative. For
more information, see “Roman Catholicism in America,” by
Chester Gillis.

[0104] Similarly, other groups can be divided into various
segments based upon any number of factors. For example, the
Republican Party could be divided among various groups,
such as (2) those who are fiscally conservative, (2) those who
are socially conservative, (3) those who are fiscally conser-
vative and socially conservative, and (4) those who are neither
fiscally conservative or socially conservative. The SSID is
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used to identify the user with a particular segment of a group.
Other embodiments include other groups and segments than
those specifically discussed herein.

[0105] Inone embodiment, the SSID is self-selected by the
user, such as during the registration process (e.g., shown in
FIG. 3). In another embodiment, the SSID is assigned to the
user after the user answers a set of questions. In yet another
embodiment, the SSID is assigned based on the user’s pur-
chasing or browsing history (e.g., what media has the user
purchased or viewed?). Other embodiments assign an SSID
based on other characteristics or actions of the user. In further
embodiments, the SSID can change over time.

[0106] Some embodiments of web server 102 include a
library of pre-configured SSIDs and associate all (or some)
media items stored on web server 102 with one or more
SSIDs. In some embodiments the SSID is manually assigned
to each media item by an administrator, moderator, publisher,
user, or other person. In other embodiments, the SSID is
automatically assigned to each media item based upon char-
acteristics of the media item, characteristics of the metadata
associated with the media item, or based on an evaluation of
what users interact with or purchase the media item.

[0107] Once the SSID has been assigned, some embodi-
ments customize web site 300 based upon the SSID. For
example, welcome section 506 is customized to display text-
based message 530 and/or image 531 that is likely to be
appreciated by a user having the SSID of the user. In other
embodiments, advertisements are displayed based on the
users SSID. In yet other embodiments, featured media (such
as shown in featured media section 516) is selected based at
least in part on the SSID. In some embodiments, the layout,
formatting, display, and content of web site 300 is entirely
customizable based upon the users SSID or other character-
istics or identifiers to be most likely appealing to the user or
most likely to fit within the values, ideas, and interests of the
user.

[0108] Customization of web site 300 based upon the SSID
has various benefits. One benefit is that information displayed
is likely to be more relevant or meaningful to the user. For
example, some users may appreciate a quote from a particular
author, while others would be offended by the quote by that
author. The SSID can be used to show the quote to those that
are likely to appreciate it, and to withhold the quote from
those that would likely be offended by it. Similarly, adver-
tisements for certain media, products, or services may be
appreciated by some but not by others. The SSID can be used
by web site 300 to selectively display advertisements to those
that are likely to appreciate them. Media recommendations
can be similarly selected based upon the SSID or other user
characteristics. In some embodiments advertisements are
stored in a database of advertisements that is in data commu-
nication with the web server. In some embodiments the data-
base of advertisements is stored locally on the web server. In
other embodiments a third-party ad server service is used to
provide advertisements to the web server.

[0109] The SSID is also useful as a search filter, such as to
filter media by average rating given by other users sharing the
same SSID or having a different SSID, or for other searching
purposes. In some embodiments, use of the SSID provides a
web site that meets the needs of the user more effectively and
is able to present content that is more relevant to the user’s
needs in a shorter period of time.

[0110] Some embodiments of web site 300 and web server
102 use the SSID to provide benefits to media providers and
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advertisers as well. The SSID is used by web server 102 to
direct media items to those users most likely to appreciate the
content, and most likely to be interested in purchasing the
content. Further, the SSID is used by web server 102 to
present targeted advertisements to those most likely to appre-
ciate the content, and most likely to be interested in the
products or services being advertised. Similarly, the media
content and advertisements are withheld by server 102 from
those that are likely to be offended by or merely not interested
in the media content or advertisements. For advertisers that
pay for each time an advertisement is displayed, this results in
reduced costs and a higher rate of return in some embodi-
ments. The SSID can also be used to provide useful usage
reports regarding the activity of users having particular
SSIDs.

[0111] Favorites section 508 is a section of MyHome page
502 that displays a link 532 to media that has been previously
tagged by the user as a favorite. In some embodiments, the
link includes a thumbnail image of the media, and a brief
description of the media. The user can select the link to cause
web site 300 to display the media page associated with the
favorite media.

[0112] Uploads section 510 includes links to media previ-
ously uploaded by the user. In this example, the user has not
uploaded any media, and so uploads section 510 does not
include any links. If the user had previously uploaded a media
item, the uploads section 510 would include a link, such as
link 532, to the uploaded media item. In some embodiments,
a section that does not contain any relevant links is not dis-
played, or contains a link to a page where the user can access
the associated feature, such as an upload page.

[0113] Purchases section 512 includes links to media that
have been recently purchased by the user. In this example,
purchases section 512 does not include any links because the
user has not yet purchased any media. If the user had previ-
ously purchased a media item, the purchases section 512
would include a link, such as link 532, to the media item.

[0114] The Communities section 514 (also sometimes
referred to herein as a group) includes links to the community
pages of any communities that the user is a member. In this
example, the Communities section 514 does not include any
links because the user is not yet the member of any commu-
nities. If the user was a member of one or more communities,
a link would be displayed. Selection of the link would cause
web site 300 to display the associated community page. The
links can include a thumbnail image associated with the com-
munity, a brief description or name of the community, or both.

[0115] The featured media section 516 includes a set of
media recommendations. In some embodiments, the media
recommendations are based upon a characteristic of the user,
such as past purchasing or browsing history, community
membership, SSID, or other characteristics. In other embodi-
ments, the media recommendations are special offers from
publishers. In yet other embodiments, the media recommen-
dations are selected by a web site administrator or other
person and are the same for all users. In further embodiments,
media recommendations are random or partially randomized.
Other media selection algorithms are used in other embodi-
ments.

[0116] FIG. 6 is an enlarged screen shot of featured media
section 516 of MyHome page 502, shown in FIG. 5. Featured
media section 516 displays a snapshot of recommended
media items. In this example, featured media section 516
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includes snapshot 602, snapshot 604, snapshot 606, and snap-
shot 608. Snapshot 602 is a display of information relating to
a first media selection.

[0117] Inthis embodiment, all snapshots share a number of
common elements, including a thumbnail image, a ftitle,
popularity information, and a brief description. The thumb-
nail image is, for example, a single frame from a video clip, a
cover image from a media case (such as a CD or DVD cover
image), an image from the publisher, or any other image
associated with the media. The title is displayed in a larger
font and is used to identify the media item. Popularity infor-
mation displays information about the popularity of the asso-
ciated media item on the web site. For example, popularity
information includes the number of times the associated
media item has been viewed by users of the web site. Another
example of popularity information is a display of an average
of the ratings that have been given by users that previously
viewed the associated media item. In some embodiments,
web server 102 stores ratings according to the users SSID. In
such embodiments, the average rating displayed is only the
average of the ratings that have been entered by other users
that share the same SSID as the present user. In other embodi-
ment, the ratings display includes the average ratings for each
of the various SSIDs, such that the user can also see the
average ratings provided by users having a different SSID
than the user’s SSID.

[0118] The brief description provides a brief textual
description of the media item. If the user wants to get more
information about the media item, the user selects the media
item. Web site 300 then displays the media page associated
with the selected media item. For example, if the user selects
snapshot 608 associated with “A Catholic Prayer Companion
Complete Collection,” then the media page associated with
this media item is displayed, as shown in FIG. 7.

[0119] FIG. 7 is a screen shot of an exemplary media page
702. Media page 702 includes links 410, quick links bar 504,
media player section 704, reviews section 706, full content
section 708, also from publisher section 710, and related
items section 712. Links 410 and quick links bar 504 are the
same as on MyHome page 502.

[0120] Media page 702 is a page where additional informa-
tion about a selected media item is displayed. The media item
is typically either user-generated content (such as previously
uploaded by a user) or content provided by a commercial
publisher. In this example, the selected media item is an audio
recording from a publisher. The audio recording is titled “A
Catholic Prayer Companion Complete Collection™ as noted at
the top of media player section 704. Media player section 704
includes an audio player 720 that plays at least part of the
audio recording to the user, such as through a speaker or
headphones associated with the user’s computing system.
Audio player 720 includes an optional image display 722 that
displays an image associated with the audio recording, such
as a publisher logo, a CD cover image, or other image. Audio
player 720 also includes a control bar 724 that includes con-
trols to play, stop, the audio recording, and also to adjust the
playback volume. More or fewer controls are included in
other embodiments.

[0121] Media player section 704 also includes a media
statistics display 726. Media statistics display 726 displays
statistical information relating to the media item. In this
example, media statistics display 726 displays the number of
times this media item has been viewed by users, the number of
comments that users have given for this media item, and the
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number of users that have tagged the media item as a favorite.
Additional statistics are displayed in other embodiments.
[0122] Media player section 704 also includes media action
links 728. Media action links 728 are selectable by a user to
initiate an action relating to the media item. In this example,
media action links 728 include Save to Favorites, Send to
Friend, and Flag as Inappropriate. The Save to Favorites link
is selectable to save this media item to the user’s list of
favorite media items. Once saved as a favorite, the user can
quickly return to this media item by selecting it from the
favorites section (e.g., 508) of the MyHome page 502 (shown
in FIG. 5), or by navigating to a favorites page that displays
the media items that the user has identified as favorites. In
some embodiments, the Web server uses the list of favorites to
make media recommendations to the user (such as to be
displayed in the Featured media section 516 of MyHome
page 502, shown in FIG. 5), or to customize the display or
operation of web site 300.

[0123] Media action links 728 includes a Send to Friend
link. When selected, a send to friend page is displayed that
prompts the user to enter the friend’s e-mail address and a
personal note. Once completed, the Web server generates and
sends an e-mail relating to the media item to the e-mail
address provided by the user. Typically, the e-mail provides a
link to web site 300 in the e-mail, so that the recipient can
access web site 300 to view the media item.

[0124] Media action links 728 includes a Flag as Inappro-
priate link. When this link is selected, a message is sent to a
web site moderator or administrator so that the media item
can be reviewed for a violation of the terms of service agree-
ment. If the web site moderator or administrator agrees that
the media item is a violation of the terms of service agree-
ment, or determines that the media item is otherwise inappro-
priate, the media item is removed from web site 300 and
possibly from web server 102.

[0125] Media player section 704 also includes a sharing
options link 730. Clicking on this link causes web site 300 to
display a sharing options page. Examples of sharing options
include the ability to link the media item to a third-party
service (e.g., 110 shown in FIG. 1), to generate an e-mail to a
friend regarding the media item, or other sharing options.
[0126] Media player section 704 also includes a message
display 732. Message display 732 displays a message on
media page 702. In some embodiments the message is related
to the media item. In other embodiments, the message is a
randomly (or partially randomly) selected message, selected
from a database of available messages. Examples of mes-
sages include a quotation, an inspirational thought, a word of
advice, a Bible verse or passage, a statement of encourage-
ment, a note about the media item, or other messages. Notes
about the media item can include a message relating to the
popularity of the media item (e.g., “A Top Seller”, “Most
Popular Media of 2008”) or a message regarding the status of
the media item (e.g., “temporarily unavailable,” “sold out,”
“backordered”, “on sale,” “10% off™).

[0127] Media player section 704 includes audio player 720
that plays an audio clip to the user. It has been found that web
site users often have a short attention span. It is therefore
desirable to provide media in short clips, sometimes referred
to herein as a “snack.” The short clips are preferably from
about ten seconds long to about five minutes long and more
preferably from about thirty seconds long to less than about
three minutes long. It has been found that many users will not
regularly view clips that are longer than these ranges. On the
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other hand, a clip of less than ten seconds is often too short to
provide the user with an adequate sample of the media item,
and most full-length media items are more than ten seconds
long. However, in some embodiments longer and shorter clips
are used.

[0128] In some embodiments, the audio clip is a short
sample of a full-length media item. The short sample allows
the user to evaluate the sample to determine whether the
full-length media item is something that the user would like to
purchase. In other embodiments, the audio clip is a full-length
media item that is associated with other media items.

[0129] Reviews section 706 is a section of media page 702
that displays reviews entered by other users that have previ-
ously viewed or purchased the media item. In this example,
no reviews have been entered, and therefore the reviews sec-
tion states “No reviews have been made on this item.” If
reviews had been entered, the review is displayed in this
section. In some embodiments, the view includes a rating of
the media item (such as from one star to five stars). In some
embodiments reviews section 706 displays a portion of the
review, and then includes a link that can be selected by the
user if the user wants to read the rest of the review. Upon
selection of this link, the web site displays the full text of the
associated review.

[0130] In the exemplary embodiment, media page 702
includes full content section 708. Full content section 708
provides additional information about a full length media
item available from a publisher. In some embodiments, the
media item is the full length version of the sample provided by
media player section 704. In other embodiments, the media
item is a different media item that is associated with or similar
to the media item played by media player section 704. The full
length media item is sometimes referred to as a “meal” herein.
The full length media item typically has a play time in a range
from about thirty seconds to about three hours, and preferably
in a range from about five minutes to about one hour. Some
embodiments include full length media items that are shorter
or longer.

[0131] Full content section 708 includes thumbnail image
740, price display 742, purchase button 744, information
display 746, and related links section 748. Thumbnail image
740 is an image associated with the full content media item,
such as a CD cover image, a graphic, a logo, or any other
image.

[0132] Full content section 708 also includes price display
742 that displays the cost to purchase the full content media
item. If the user desires to purchase the media item at that
price (orless, such as if the user has a coupon), the user selects
purchase button 744. Web site 300 then guides the user
through the purchase of the media item, or allows the user to
save the media item in the shopping cart for later purchase. If
the media item purchased is an electronic copy, the user is
guided through a download of the media item, or alternatively
is allowed to access a separate media page in which the media
item is played in media player section 704.

[0133] Full content section 708 includes information dis-
play 746. Information display 746 displays additional infor-
mation to the user regarding the full content media item. In
this example, information display 746 displays the title, artist,
and a brief description of the media item. Other information
that is displayed in other embodiments includes the length of
the media item, the year of publication, the name of the
publisher, a list of contributing musicians or participants, a
copy of the musical lyrics, or other information.
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[0134] Full content section 746 includes links section 748.
Links section 748 provides links to other pages within web
site 300 and also displays additional information about the
full length media item. In this example, links section 748
identifies the publisher and provides a link to other media
items from the same publisher. Links section 748 also
includes an identification of a category that the full length
media item belongs to, as well as a set of tags associated with
the media item. The identified categories and tags are links
that, when selected, cause web site 300 to display a page
including other media items that are in the same category or
that are associated with the same tag selected. The user can
then browse through the media items to locate additional
media items of interest.

[0135] Media page 702 also includes an Also From Pub-
lisher section 710. This section displays a recommendation
for one or more other media items from the same publisher
that may be of interest to the user. In this example, the Also
From Publisher section 710 displays information about a CD
version of the media item (which is only an electronic copy).
The information displayed in section 710 includes a title of
the media item, a thumbnail image of the media item, and a
description of the media item. If desired, the user can click on
the title of the media item to be brought to a separate media
page where additional information, a snack version of the
media item, and purchasing information is presented. Alter-
natively, the Also From Publisher section 710 includes a link
to the publisher’s web site.

[0136] In another embodiment, the media item of media
page 702 is user-generated content that is uploaded by the
user. In such embodiments, the media page 702 includes an
Also From User section in place of Also From Publisher
section 710, which displays other user-generated media that
has been uploaded by this user, if any.

[0137] In other embodiments, media page 702 includes
more or less sections and features than specifically described
herein.

[0138] FIG. 8 is a screen shot of an exemplary media page
802. Media page 802 is similar to media page 702, except that
media page 802 relates to a video media item, rather than an
audio media item. Similar to media page 702, media page 802
includes media player section 804, reviews section 806, full
content section 808, and also from publisher section 810.
Rather than Related Items section 712, media page 802
includes Users Also Bought section 812.

[0139] In this embodiment, media player section 804
includes a section for a video player to display a video.
Examples of suitable video players include the JW FLV open
source media player distributed by LongTail Video, WIN-
DOWS MEDIA® R Player by Microsoft Corporation,
QUICKTIME® R application program by Apple, Inc.,
REALPLAYER® R software by RealNetworks. The user can
download and install the media player on the user computing
system 108. Other media players are used in other embodi-
ments.

[0140] Media player section 804 includes video player 820
that plays a video clip to the user. As noted above, it has been
found that web site users often have a short attention span. It
is therefore desirable to provide media in short clips, some-
times referred to herein as a “snack.” The short clips are
preferably from about thirty seconds long to about five min-
utes long and more preferably from about one minute long to
less than about three minutes long. It has been found that
many users will not regularly view clips that are longer than
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these ranges. On the other hand, a clip ofless than one minute
is often too short to provide the user with an adequate sample
of'the media item, and most full-length media items are more
than one minute long. However, in some embodiments longer
and shorter clips are used.

[0141] In some embodiments, the video clip is a short
sample of a full-length media item. The short sample allows
the user to evaluate the sample to determine whether the
full-length media item is something that the user would like to
purchase. In other embodiments, the video clip is a full-length
media item that is associated with other media items. In some
embodiments full-length media items have a play time in a
range from about thirty seconds to about ten hours, and typi-
cally in a range from about fifteen minutes to about one and a
half hours. User-generated content is often shorter than pub-
lisher provided content, and is typically in the range from
about thirty seconds to about one hour, and more typically in
a range from about thirty seconds to about ten minutes. Other
embodiments include full-length media items that have
shorter or longer play times.

[0142] Media page 802 also includes reviews section 806,
full content section 808, and Also From Publisher section
810, which are similar to the sections described with refer-
ence to FIG. 7 above. In this example, media page 802
includes a Users Also Bought section 812 in place of the
Related Items section 712 described with reference to FIG. 7.
These sections are interchangeable and optional in other
embodiments. The Users Also Bought section 812 displays a
list of media items that other users purchased at the time that
they purchased the media item associated with media page
802.

[0143] Although media pages 702 and 802 have been
described with reference to audio media and video media,
respectively, it is recognized that other embodiments include
media pages that include other media times, such as images,
animations, web camera recordings, documents, spread-
sheets, databases, or any other type of digital media capable
of being conveyed across a communication network.

[0144] Inthe eventthata user was to upload a media item to
web server 102 that violates a copyright of a publisher, web
site 300 gives the publisher an alternative to demanding
removal of the potentially infringing media. Web site 300
gives the publisher the option of tagging a potentially infring-
ing media item, such as by selecting an appropriate button on
a web site page, to identify the media item as being the
property of the publisher. Once tagged, a short clip of the
media item is still made available in media player sections
704 or 804, but the full content is properly identified and
associated with the publisher in full content sections 708 or
808. As aresult, if a user wants to purchase the full content, at
least a portion of the payment will be appropriately made to
the publisher by web server 102.

[0145] FIG. 9 is a screen shot of an exemplary media
browsing page 902. Media browsing page 902 is displayed,
for example, when a user selects Explore from the quick links
bar (e.g., 504 described herein with reference to FIG. 5).
Media browsing page 902 includes filter section 904, brows-
ing section 906, information display section 908, and adver-
tisement section 910.

[0146] Filter section 904 includes a set of links that allow
the user to indicate one or more filters to apply to the media
items displayed in browsing section 906. The default view is
that all media is displayed by date. In this example, filter
section 904 includes four sections, including Media Type,
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Time, Sort By, and Cost. One or more of the filters that can be
applied to select from or organize the media items displayed
in browsing section 906.

[0147] The media type filter includes a list of media types,
such as All, Audio, Video, and Images. Selection of one of the
media type filters removes all media that does not have the
identified media type from browsing section 906.

[0148] The time filter includes a list of time filters relating
to the date the media item was first included in web site 300.
The time filters include All Time, Today, This Week, This
Month, and This Year. Selection of a time period filters out
media items that were added in other time periods from
browsing section 906.

[0149] The sort by filter includes a list of available sorting
alternatives for the display of media items in browsing section
906. Examples of sorting alternatives include Date, Rating,
Title, and Views. Date arranges the media items by the date
and time that the media items were added to web site 300.
Rating arranges the media items by the average user rating
that has been assigned to the media items, from highest rated
to lowest rated. Title arranges the media items alphabetically
by title. Views arranges the media items from those having the
most number of user views to those having the least number
of user views.

[0150] The cost filter includes a list of costs, such as Any,
Free, and Purchase. Selection of “any” displays all media
items. Selection of Free removes all media items that are not
free. Selection of Purchase removes all media items that are
free. Additional filters and sorting alternatives are available in
other embodiments.

[0151] Browsing section 906 displays a list of media items
that match the criteria specified in filter section 904. In this
example, media is displayed as snapshots, including media
snapshots 922, 924, and 926. Media snapshots display infor-
mation about an associated media item. For example, the
media snapshots include a thumbnail image, the title, the
username of the person who uploaded it or the name of the
publisher, an indication of how long ago the media item was
added, a view count, an average rating display, a list of linked
tags, and a brief description of the media item. Other embodi-
ments include more or less information.

[0152] Browsing section 906 also includes navigation links
920. Navigation links 920 allow the user to navigate to view
additional pages of media snapshots. In this example, navi-
gation links include a previous link, a next link, and links to
particular page numbers. The user selects one of the links to
cause web site 300 to display a browsing page including the
media items for the selected page.

[0153] In some embodiments media browsing page 902
also includes one or more information displays 908, for dis-
playing images or text to the user. In some embodiments,
information display section 908 is customized based on one
or more characteristics of the user, or based upon the media
item(s) that are currently displayed. In some embodiments,
advertisements are included on media browsing page 902,
such as an advertisement provided by GOOGLE™. Adver-
tisements provide one of multiple potential sources of rev-
enue for the operator of web site 300.

[0154] Some embodiments of web server 102 store,
present, and distribute media items in the form of a kit. A kit
is a collection of two or more media items. Kits can be defined
by an administrator, a publisher, a user, or other people. In
some embodiments, kits are a collection of content from a
single user or publisher. In other embodiments, kits can
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include media items from two or more users or publishers. In
some embodiments, kits include just publisher provided con-
tent, just user-generated content, or both publisher provided
content and user-generated content.

[0155] In some embodiments, kits contain content that is
related by a common theme or characteristic. For example,
one embodiment is a kit containing media items relating to a
particular event, such as World Youth Day, for example. Orga-
nizers of local World Youth Day events can download the kit
that contains all of the media items necessary to put on their
own World Youth Day event. Examples of media items
include music, videos, brochures, handouts, banners, signs,
posters, slide presentations, seminar materials, teaching out-
lines, a playlist, instructions for using the media, or any other
desired media items. When a kit includes media items from
more than one user or publisher, the proceeds of the kit are
distributed between the users and publishers. This allows the
users and publishers to profit from the sale of the kit, and
allows the users to obtain all materials needed in a single
package.

[0156] Inoneembodiment,thekitis displayed to theuseras
if it were a single media item, using a media page such as
shown in FIGS. 7 and 8. The media page presents information
about the media kit and allows the guides the user through the
purchase and download of the media kit. In some embodi-
ments the media is packaged as a single electronic file, such as
using a compression and/or archival software application
(such as WinZip distributed by WinZip, International). The
kit can be decompressed or unarchived to access the multiple
media items of the kit. In another embodiment, the media
page (or a separate download page) includes separate links for
each media item, allowing the user to selectively download
each media item individually and allowing the user to choose
not to download a particular media item if not needed at the
present time.

[0157] FIG. 10 is a screen shot of an exemplary Content
Centered Community Page 1002 of web site 300. A further
aspect of some embodiments of web site 300 provides content
centered communities that users can establish and maintain.
The web site includes one or more pages that act as a central
storage location for information and content relating to the
community. Typically, each community has at least one
administrator that is allowed to customize the community for
the participants. Some embodiments of a content centered
community page(s) include one or more of the following: an
identification of the community and basic information about
the community; a designation of the community as private,
invitation only, or public; customization of the community
layout including the setup of media items, groups, blogs, and
features; an ability to add media items and other content and
designate each individual item as private to that community,
viewable by other communities, or open for comment from
other communities; an ability to select items from other com-
munities that have been opened for view or comment and
include them within the community; an ability to select
groups of media items or individual media items to include
within the community; and ability to manage blogs and dis-
cussion threads; an ability to create media, blogs, and other
content created by the community; and an ability to control
membership within the community.

[0158] Examples of groups that would benefit from a con-
tent centered community page include a parish, diocese,
church group, youth organization, Bible study group, educa-
tional group, religious order, or other groups. Some embodi-
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ments of the content centered community pages allow users to
communicate with each other and share media items with
each other.

[0159] FIG. 11 is a screen shot of an example visitor home
page 1102 of another web site 1100. Home page 1102 is
described in more detail with reference to FIG. 13. In this
example, home page 1102 includes a visitor navigation bar
1110. Visitor navigation bar 1110 includes login button 1112
and join button 1114.

[0160] Home page 1102 is typically the first page thata user
encounters when visiting web site 1100. If a user has previ-
ously registered, the user can select the login button 1112
from the visitor navigation bar 1110. Upon selection of the
login button, login window 1140 is displayed requesting the
user name and password. The user enters the previously reg-
istered information and selects login button 1142. The web
server then receives the user name and password, validates the
information provided, and logs in the user.

[0161] Ifauserhasnotpreviously registered, web site 1100
permits the user access as a visitor user, including access to
many of the web site 1100 pages and access to many of the
media items contained therein. However, certain pages
require the user to login in some embodiments, such as to
view or edit profile data or to make purchases.

[0162] Ifauser has not previously registered with web site
1100, the user can do so by selecting the join button 1114. In
some embodiments an additional sign up button 1116 is pro-
vided on home page 1102. In this example, sign up button
1116 operates to perform the same function as join button
1114, but is more prominently displayed on home page 1102
to more easily be noticed by a new user. In some embodi-
ments, after a user has logged in, sign up button 1116 changes
to an invite a friend button, which allows the user to send an
e-mail to a friend to invite them to visit web site 1100. Upon
selection of join button 1114 or sign up button 1116, a regis-
tration page is presented where the user can select a user name
and password and provide additional identifying or personal
information.

[0163] FIG. 12 is a screen shot of an example new user
registration page 1200 of web site 1100. Registration page
1200 prompts the new user to provide certain identifying
information, such as a user name and password. In this
example, the registration page 1200 also requests the user’s
first and last name, gender, date and year of birth, country of
residence, and postal (zip) code. In some embodiments, a user
may be given an invitation code as part of a promotion. If so,
the user may enter the invitation code in the registration page.
For example, the invitation code may allow the user to apply
credit toward future purchases (e.g., a free download of up to
one dollar in value). A variety of other information may also
be requested from the user in registration page 1200, such as
any of the other data described herein.

[0164] Registration page 1202 also includes a terms of
service agreement button 1210 and a mailing list authoriza-
tion button 1212. The use can select or deselect the respective
buttons. However, the user must select the Terms of Service
agreement button 1210 before the user is allowed to proceed
with registration.

[0165] After registration page 1202 has been completed,
the user selects the Sign Up button 1220 to complete regis-
tration. The information is then transferred to the web server,
which evaluates the data (such as to confirm that the user
name is unique), and stores the data in its database.
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[0166] FIG. 13 is a screen shot of an example home page
1300 that is displayed to a registered and logged in user. In
this example, home page 1300 includes primary navigation
bar 1302, a ticker zone 1304, a featured media section 1306,
a featured groups section 1308, a footer links section 1310,
introduction section 1312, inspirational section 1314, and
atop searches section 1316.

[0167] In this example, a user having the username “john-
doe” has logged into web site 1100. Once the user has logged
in, the visitor navigation bar (1110, shown in FIG. 11) is
replaced with a primary navigation bar 1302. More specifi-
cally, the primary navigation bar removes the login and join
buttons (that are no longer needed), and replaces them with
other navigation buttons.

[0168] Insomeembodiments, primary navigation bar 1302
is presented as a bar across the top of home page 1300 and is
always present while the user is logged in to web site 1100. In
this example, primary navigation bar 1302 is divided into two
sections. The first section (toward the left side of primary
navigation bar 1302 in this example) provides links to major
sections of web site 1100. The first section includes home
page button 1318, media button 1320, groups button 1322,
blogs button 1324, people button 1326, and about us button
1328. The second section (toward the right side of primary
navigation bar 1302 in this example) provides links to other
features of web site 1100. The second section includes search
button 1330, shopping cart button 1332, upload button 1334,
user info button 1336, logout button 1338, and language
preference button 1340.

[0169] Primary navigation bar 1302 performs multiple
functions. One function is to provide a visual guide to the
various features and functions available through web site
1100. The first section of primary navigation bar 1302 divides
web site 1100 into a plurality of main sections: a media
section, a groups section, a blogs section, a people section,
and an about us section.

[0170] Another function of the primary navigation bar
1302 is that it allows the user to quickly jump to any of the
desired sections from any other location within web site 1100.
Examples of certain sections are illustrated and described
below with reference to the following figures: FIGS. 13-15
illustrate an example home page, FIGS. 16-25 illustrate an
example media section, FIGS. 26-32 illustrate an example
groups section, FIGS. 33-34 illustrate an example blogs sec-
tion, and FIG. 35 illustrates an example people section.
[0171] The second section of primary navigation bar 1302
also performs multiple functions. One function is to graphi-
cally display certain information, such as the name of the user
that is currently logged in (user info button 1336 shows the
username as “johndoe) and also shows that johndoe does not
currently have any messages with the new mail counter “(0)”
following the username. If messages are received, the counter
is updated accordingly. Shopping cart button 1332 also dis-
plays the number of items that the user currently has in the
shopping cart with the counter “(0)”, which is also updated as
items are added to the user’s shopping cart. Another function
provided by the second section is to provide links to addi-
tional sections of web site 1100. Examples of some of these
sections are described in more detail herein.

[0172] Various sections of example home page 1300 will
now be described with reference to FIGS. 14-15.

[0173] FIG. 14 is a screen shot illustrating a ticker zone
1304 of the example home page 1300 shown in FIG. 13. Some
embodiments of ticker zone 1304 include the following: title
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bar 1402, display region 1404, thumbnail display region
1406, navigation buttons 1408 and 1410, and more info but-
ton 1412. As shown in FIG. 13, ticker zone is typically promi-
nently displayed at or near the top of home page 1300.
[0174] Ticker zone 1304 is a section of home page 1300
where certain content within web site 1100 can be featured.
Any content can be featured including a particular media
item, a collection of media items from a particular user or
publisher, a selection of media items from multiple users or
publishers, a selection of media items relating to a particular
topic or event (from a single user or publisher or from a
combination of multiple users and/or publishers), one or more
media items that are currently very popular, one or more
media items that pertain to a current event, a new or popular
blog, anew or popular group, a new or popular podcast, or any
other content available through or associated with web site
1100. Ticker zone 1304 is preferably updated often so that the
information contained therein is always fresh, new, or differ-
ent, even if a user visits frequently.

[0175] In some embodiments the ticker zone 1304 is a
custom built application. In other possible embodiments, the
ticker zone utilizes a slide show software, such as the Slide-
ShowPro software product by OTS software.

[0176] Title bar 1402 includes, in this example, a brief title
or summary of the information currently displayed in display
region 1404. In some embodiments title bar 1402 includes a
title of a media item and an identification of the artist or
author. In this particular example, a group is featured that is
coordinated by Greg Pierce. The group has the name “Faith
and Work in Cyberspace.” In other embodiments a summary
of a collection of media is provided, such as “Lenten
Resources.”

[0177] Display region 1404 typically provides a graphical
image and brief description of the associated media content.
In other possible embodiments an audio or video clip is pro-
vided. In this example, a graphical image representing the
Faith in Cyberspace group is provided, including a photo-
graph of the coordinator as well as graphical images that are
related to the content. The graphical image is typically eye-
catching and designed to attract users to the content.

[0178] In some embodiments display region 1404 scrolls
through a plurality of featured content. For example, the first
content is first featured in display region 1404 for a period of
time. After the period of time has elapsed, the second content
is next displayed. The process continues until all featured
content has been displayed. The process may then be repeated
or the display region 1404 can stop scrolling at a particular
featured content.

[0179] In some embodiments, thumbnail display region
1406 is included to show a thumbnail version of the graphical
image associated with each of the featured content. In this
example, a plurality of featured content is provided, such as
being in a range from about 2 to about 50. In other embodi-
ments, the plurality of featured content is in a range from
about 5 to about 10. In yet other embodiments, there is only
one feature at a time. In some embodiments all of the featured
content is displayed as a thumbnail in thumbnail display
region 1406. In other embodiments only a subset of the fea-
tured content is displayed at any one time.

[0180] Navigation buttons 1408 and 1410 are provided to
allow a user to manually control display region 1404. Selec-
tion of navigation button 1408 causes the display region 1404
to go back to a previously featured content. Selection of
navigation button 1410 causes display region 1404 to advance
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to a next featured content. Thumbnail display region 1406
aids the user in visualizing the order of the featured content.
[0181] When auser wants more information about particu-
lar featured content, the user selects the more info button
1412. Web site 1100 then displays to the user a page associ-
ated with the featured content. For example, if the featured
content is a group, the associated group page is displayed. If
the featured content is a media item, then the associated
media item page is displayed. If the featured content is a set of
media items, then the associate media browsing page is dis-
played. If the featured content is a blog, then the associated
blog page is displayed. These pages are described in more
detail herein. If the featured content is a particular user (e.g.,
person), the associated person page is displayed. Any other
content within or associated with web site 1100 can also be
linked to from ticker zone 1304.

[0182] Insomeembodiments, home page 1300 uses aticker
zone table to define what content is to be featured. An
example Ticker Zone Table is shown in Table 1. The ticker
zone table is typically a plurality of rows, each row defining
the content to be featured. For each row, a data entry is
provided in appropriate columns. Typically at least three data
entries are provided, including a title for the featured content
to be displayed in title bar 1402, an image to be displayed in
display region 1404 and thumbnail display region 1406, and
a link to be associated with more info button 1412. In other
embodiments additional columns are included. For example,
some embodiments include a start date column and a stop date
column. The start date defines the date when the item should
start appearing in the ticker zone. The stop date defines the
date when the item should stop appearing in the ticker zone.

TABLE 1
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media section 1306, featured groups section 1308, inspira-
tional section 1314, and a top searches section 1316.

[0186] Featured media section 1306 highlights certain
media items according to a plurality of tabs. In this example,
featured media section 1306 includes recently viewed tab
1502, most popular tab 1504, recently uploaded tab 1506, and
publisher picks tab 1508. Featured media section 1306 also
includes a sort menu 1510 that allows a user to sort or filter the
results.

[0187] When recently viewed tab 1502 is selected (or by
default when home page 1300 is opened), a set of recently
viewed media items is displayed. In some embodiments the
recently viewed media items are the media items that have
been most recently viewed by any user arranged in a reverse
chronological order. If a user wants to see more of the results,
the browse more button can be selected.

[0188] When the most popular tab 1504 is selected, a set of
media items is displayed that are currently the most popular,
arranged according to the view count (e.g., how many times
the media item has been viewed) with the media item with the
highest view count displayed first.

[0189] When the recently uploaded tab 1506 is selected, a
set of media items is displayed that have been most recently
uploaded, arranged in reverse chronological order. In some
embodiments, recently uploaded tab 1506 includes only user
generated content. In other embodiments both user generated
content and publisher content is included.

[0190] When the publisher picks tab 1508 is selected, a set
of media items that have been selected by one or more pub-
lishers are displayed. The publisher picks section typically
includes only content from publishers, and does not include

Example Ticker Zone Table

Title Image More Info Link

Faith and Work in /images/fuw.jpg /group/Faith+and+Work+in+Cyberspace/

Cyberspace w/ Greg

Pierce

World Marriage Day /images/wmd.jpg /media/?viewing=media&keywords=

Feb. 08, 2009 marriage&filter="*&sortby=&category=none&type=intitle&sortdir=DESC
Pope Benedict’s Prayer  /images/pbpfeb.jpg  /media/?viewing=media&keywords=

Intentions for February the%20priesthood&filter=*&sortby=&category=none&type=&sortdir=DESC
2009

Featured Musician: Sarah /images/sbauer.jpg  /media/icfciN

Bauer

Lenten Resources for /images/lent.jpg /group/Resources+For+Your+Lenten+Journey

Personal Inspiration,
Prayer, and Devotion

[0183] Ticker zone 1304 can be used to feature both pub-
lisher content and user generated content. Further, ticker zone
1304 can also be used to feature selections of media items
from multiple publishers or users. As one example, if it was
approaching the season of Lent, an administrator of web site
1100 may want to feature content associated with that season.
The administrator generates a graphical image relating to the
topic for the ticker zone 1304 and associates it with a media
browsing page that includes the set of media items.

[0184] Insomeembodiments aset of search results are used
as featured content. For example, as shown in Table 1, content
featured for “World Marriage Day” can be the search results
for media items having the keyword “marriage”.

[0185] FIG. 15 is a screen shot of a portion of home page
1300, shown in FIG. 13. Home page 1300 includes featured

user generated content. In some embodiments each publisher
is allowed to select a number of their own media items to be
featured in this section. The set that is displayed to a user can
be a subset of the full set of publisher picks (such as a random
set or a set of the most recent selections). In other embodi-
ments, the items displayed as publisher picks are selected by
a web site administrator, one or more users, one or more
publishers, or combinations of these. In yet further embodi-
ments, the media items that are displayed are selected based
on one or more aspects of the user’s profile (e.g., user viewing
history, SSID) so as to select items more likely to be of
interest to the particular user.

[0191] A sort or filter menu 1510 is included in some sec-
tions to allow a user to modify the set of media items dis-
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played. In one example, sort menu 1510 is a pull down menu
that allows the user to select a type of media to be displayed.
In some embodiments, sort menu defines the following
selectable media filters: all, music, video, photo, document,
spoken word, and podcast.

[0192] Someembodiments of home page 1300 include fea-
tured groups section 1308. Rather than featuring particular
media items, featured groups section 1308 includes a set of
groups that may be of interest to the user. The groups may be
selected due to their current popularity, how long the group
has been active, how timely the topic is to current events, or
variety of other factors. In some embodiments the groups
displayed are selected based on one or more aspects of the
user’s profile (e.g., user viewing history or SSID) so as to
select items more likely to be of interest to the particular user.

[0193] Some embodiments of home page 1300 include an
inspirational section 1314. In some embodiments inspira-
tional section 1314 includes an image and a quotation or
text-based message. Typically the image and quotation are
selected to enhance the users experience with web site 1100,
as discussed in more detail herein. In some embodiments the
image and quotation are selected based on one or more
aspects of the user’s profile (e.g., SSID) so as to select images
and quotations more likely to be of interest to the particular
user.

[0194] Someembodiments of home page 1300 also include
atop searches section 1316. The top searches section displays
alist of keywords that have been the most frequently searched
onduring a given period of time (e.g., hour, day, week, month,
year). In some embodiments the top ten search-terms are
displayed. Each displayed search is also linked to the associ-
ated media page, media browsing page, group, blog or user
profile page.

[0195] Referring back to FIG. 13, example home page 1300
also includes footer links section 1310. Footer links section
1310 presents a set of commonly used links in a convenient
location on home page 1300 and all other pages of web site
1100. In this example, the links include a sitemap section, a
featured content section, and links to publisher partners. The
sitemap, for example, includes links to the About Us page, a
New/Events page, an Advisory Board page, a Contact Us
page, an Advertisers Page, a Help Page, a Terms of Use page,
a Privacy Policy page, and an Invite a Friend page.

[0196] Introduction section 1312 provides a brief introduc-
tion to web site 1100. The introduction section 1312 is pro-
vided to help guide a new user or infrequent user and inform
those users of some of the features available through the web
site.

[0197] Other embodiments include a home page having
additional or fewer sections, as desired. For example, in some
embodiments advertisements are displayed. The arrangement
of the various sections can also be modified as desired.

[0198] FIG.16 is a screen shot of an example media brows-
ing page 1600 of the web site 1100 shown in FIG. 11. In this
example, media browsing page 1600 includes primary navi-
gation bar 1302, header 1602, browsing section 1604, inspi-
rational section 1314, and footer links section 1310. In some
embodiments, media browsing page 1600 is similar to the
media browsing page 902 of web site 300 shown in FIG. 9.
[0199] Media browsing page 1600 is an example of a page
that is displayed by web site 1100, such as upon selection of
media button 1320 of primary navigation bar 1302 (shown in
FIG. 13).
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[0200] Primary navigation bar 1302 is typically the same as
the primary navigation bar 1302 of home page 1300 (shown in
FIG. 13). The primary navigation bar is displayed on all web
site pages to provide a convenient way for the user to jump to
a desired location of web site 1100.

[0201] Header 1602 provides a variety of search, naviga-
tion, and sorting functions to allow a user to quickly locate
desired content. Header 1602 is described in more detail with
reference to FIG. 17.

[0202] Browsing section 1604 displays a set of media items
that match the current search settings. Any number of media
items can be displayed, but typically a limit is set for each
page so that the page does not get excessively long. For
example, a results menu 1606 can be provided to allow a user
to select the maximum number of results to be displayed per
page. In this example, results menu 1606 is a pull down menu
that allows a user to select from 1, 4, 8, and 12, but any other
numbers can be used. When a number is selected, media
browsing page 1600 is updated to display a maximum of that
many media items (or less if fewer total search results were
found for the search settings). The page is currently set to
limit the results to four media items. Browsing section 1604 is
illustrated and described in more detail with reference to FIG.
18.

[0203] In some embodiments media browsing page 1600
also includes an inspirational section 1314 and footer links
section 1310, similar to those shown and described elsewhere
herein. A navigation section 1614 is also included in some
embodiments to allow navigation among multiple pages of
media items. Additional sections are included in some
embodiments, such as advertisement sections 1610 and 1612.
Fewer sections are included in other embodiments.

[0204] FIG. 17 is a screen shot of an example header 1602
of a media browsing page 1600, shown in FIG. 16. Header
1602 includes various features that allow the user to navigate
among various media types, and also includes various tools to
define search settings. In this example, header 1602 includes
search scope display 1702, search section 1704, navigation
tabs 1706, media type filter 1708, sort section 1710, and
category section 1712.

[0205] Navigation tabs 1706 allow a user to navigate away
from media browsing page 1600 to one of various other pages
within web site 11100. The navigation tabs 1706 also indicate
the current page that is selected. Navigation tabs 1706
include, for example, a media tab, a groups tab, a blogs tab,
and a people tab. Media tab of navigation tabs 1706 is high-
lighted to indicate that the media browsing page 1600 is
currently selected.

[0206] Search scope display 1702 provides a brief textual
description of the current search scope. In this example, the
display shows “Media: All” to indicate that media items are
currently being displayed, and that all media types are
included. When a user selects another navigation tab, the
display is updated to show the respective section (e.g., groups,
blogs, or people), and what types are being displayed (e.g., all
or only a selected type).

[0207] A keyword search can be performed using search
section 1704. Search section 1704 includes keyword input
field 1720, search type selection menu 1722, and search but-
ton 1724.

[0208] Keyword input field 1720 can receive one or more
keywords from a user. If only a single word is entered, a
search is performed for all media items that include the key-
word. In some embodiments the search is limited to an exact
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match. In other embodiments the search includes both the
keyword and variations of the keyword (e.g., plurals or other
forms of the keyword, such as the name “Matthew” as well as
the short form of “Matt™). If multiple words are entered, a
search is performed for all media items that include all of the
keywords in any order or location. In some embodiments the
keyword search looks through the following fields associated
with the media items to locate matching media items: title,
description, author, and tags. Quotation marks can be used in
some embodiments to limit search results to those having a
particular arrangement of words. Other embodiments allow
Boolean operators (or associated symbols) to define more
advance keyword searches.

[0209] Once akeyword search has been entered, the type of
search is defined using search type selection menu 1722. In
one example the search type selection menu 1722 includes the
following options: best match, artist name, and title search.

[0210] If “best match™ is selected, the server searches all
content for the items that most closely match the keywords. If
“artist name” is selected, the server searches only for artist
names that includes the keywords. If “title search” is selected,
the server searches only for titles that include the keywords.
Metadata associated with media items in the media database
(e.g., 103 shown in FIG. 1) is used for such searches in some
embodiments.

[0211] Once the keywords have been entered into keyword
input field 1720 and the search type has been selected from
search type selection menu 1722 (or the default type is used),
search button 1724 is selected. Once selected the server
receives the search request and performs a search of media
items in the media database (e.g., 103 shown in FIG. 1) to
identify the most relevant search results. Those results, if any,
are then displayed in browsing section 1604.

[0212] Insomeembodiments searching is enhances using a
Catholic Data Model. The Catholic Data Model is an orga-
nized set of data that is stored in a database and associated
with media items. In some embodiment the data is metadata.
The Catholic Data Model enhances searching capabilities
because searches can be performed for media items that have
a certain keyword or value in a certain field of the metadata.
For example, a search can be performed for a media item that
has the keyword “psalms” in the “book of the Bible” field of
the metadata to locate media items relating to the book of the
Bible named Psalms. In yet other embodiments, the results
can further be refined based on the Segment Identifier or
Segment Self-Identifier of the user, such as to sort the items
by ratings provided by a certain segment.

[0213] Mediatypefilter 1708 includes a plurality of buttons
that allow a user to define what types of media the user is
interested in viewing. In this example, media type filter 1708
includes buttons to select from the following media types: all,
music, video, photo, document, podcast, and spoken word. In
addition, media type filter 1708 displays the number of search
results that have been found for the respective media type. For
example, for the search displayed in FIG. 17, the media type
filter 1708 shows that there are a total of 13,371 items of any
media type, 6,736 items that are music, 2,263 items that are
video, 2,405 items that are photos, 263 items that are docu-
ments, 452 items that are podcasts, and 1,252 items that are
spoken word. Upon selection of one of the media type filter
1708 buttons, the media items displayed in browsing section
1604 is updated to display only those media items having the
selected media type.
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[0214] Sortsection 1710 provides a plurality of buttons that
allow a user to define the order in which search results should
be listed in browsing section 1604. In this example, sort
section 1710 includes the following options: most recent,
most viewed, highest rated, for purchase. Other embodiments
include more or fewer sort or filtering options.

[0215] If the Most Recent button is selected, the search
results are sorted in reverse chronological order such that the
most recent results are listed first. If the Most Viewed button
is selected, the search results are sorted according to the
number of times each media item has been viewed with the
media item with the most views listed first. If the Highest
Rated button is selected, the search results are sorted accord-
ing to the average user rating given to the media item, with the
highest average ratings listed first. (As discussed in more
detail herein, in some embodiments the highest rating is
sorted according to the average rating given to the media
items by other users having the same Segment Identifier or
Segment Self Identifier as the current user.) If the For Pur-
chase button is selected, the items that are for purchase (e.g.,
publisher content) are listed first, followed by free user-gen-
erated content. In another possible embodiment, when the For
Purchase button is selected, a filter is applied to the media
items to include only those items that are for purchase. In
some embodiments pseudo-publisher generated content
(content generated by a user that is offered for sale through
the web site) is also included. The web server performs the
sorting or filtering after the button has been selected and
displays the results in browsing section 1604.

[0216] Category section 1712 includes a pull-down menu
that allows a user to select a category of media items to be
included in the search results. In one example, category sec-
tion 1712 includes the following categories: All, Family,
Friends, Travel, Sports, News Politics, Business Vocations,
Prayer, Inspiration, Devotion, Witness Testimony, Comedy,
Movies, TV, Books, Bible Scripture, Catechesis, Homilies,
Mass, Mary, Parish, Saints, Apologetics, CCD, Grade School,
High School, College University, Concerts, Conferences,
Contests, Children, Youth, Adult, Seniors, Women, Men,
Other. Other embodiments include more or fewer categories.
Upon selection of a category, the server updates the search
results to limit the search results to those associated with the
selected category. The updated search results are then dis-
played in browsing section 1604, shown in FIGS. 16 and 18.

[0217] FIG. 18 is a screen shot of a browsing section 1604
of'the example media browsing page 1600, shown in FIG. 16.
In this example, browsing section 1604 includes a plurality of
media item snapshot displays 1800 (including displays
1800a-d) that each provide information about a single media
item or collection of media items.

[0218] In this example, each media item snapshot display
1800 includes a thumbnail image 1802, text summary 1804,
media type indicators 1806 and 1808, view count display
1810, and rating display 1812.

[0219] Thumbnail image 1802 is a small graphic that
relates to the media item. Any image may be used as the
thumbnail image 1802, but the image typically relates to the
media item in some way. Examples of common thumbnail
images include an image from the album cover, an image of
the artist or user, a graphic including the title of the media item
or album, a frame from a video, or other images. In some
embodiments the thumbnail image 1802 is also a link to the
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media page that is associated with this media item. In some
embodiments a video or audio clip is used instead of or in
addition to an image.

[0220] Text summary 1804 provides text-based informa-
tion about the media item. Text summary 1804 typically
begins with a title or description of the media item. Other
possible information included in the text summary includes:
the name of the artist, the name or username of the user that
provided the item, the name of the publisher, an identification
of the category or categories of the media item, a list of tags
associated with the media item, and a brief description of the
media item (typically in a range from about 10 words to about
30 words). In some embodiments a portion of text summary
1804 (e.g., the title) is also a link to the media page that is
associated with this media item. In some embodiments other
text within text summary 1804 is also linked. For example, in
some embodiments the artist name is a link that is associated
with a media browsing page including all media items by that
artist. As another example, each tag is liked to a media brows-
ing page including all media items that also include that tag.
Similarly, the category can be linked to media items sharing
the same category. The username of the person that provided
the content is also linked in some embodiments to the user
profile of'the user that uploaded the media item. Alternatively,
the link is directed to the profile of that user.

[0221] Media type indicators 1806 and 1808 identify the
type of this media item. For example, media item snapshot
display 1800¢ includes the word “Photo” for text-based type
indicator 1806 and a graphic of a camera for graphical media
type indicator 1808. Both of the type indicators 1806 and
1808 indicate that the media item is a photograph or image.
Other possible media types include, for example: music,
video, document, podcast, and spoken word. Some embodi-
ments include only one media type indicator.

[0222] View count display 1810 includes the text “views:”
followed by a number. The number is the number of times that
any user has viewed this media item. In other possible
embodiments, the number is the number of unique users that
have viewed the media item. A benefit of using only unique
viewers in the view count is that it reduces the chance that the
view count is tampered with by one or small number of users,
such as by repeatedly viewing a media item. In another pos-
sible embodiment, the view count includes all users except
the user that provided the content.

[0223] Rating display 1812 is a display that shows the
average rating given to this media item by other users. Media
items can be rated by users as described in more detail with
reference to the example media page shown in FIGS. 19-20.
The ratings given are on a scale from zero stars (worst) to five
stars (best). The ratings given to a media item are averaged
and the result is displayed by rating display 1812. Rating
display 1812 similarly displays the average rating using a
quantity of stars from zero to five. In FIG. 18 all media item
snapshot displays 1800 include five stars, indicating that most
users that have rated the item have thought it was very good.
In some embodiments rating display 1812 is tied to user
Segment Self-Identifiers (SSID) or Segment Identifier. For
example, in some embodiments rating display 1812 does not
show the result for all users, but rather only the average rating
provided by users having the same Segment Self-Identifier as
the current logged-in user. In yet another embodiment, rating
display 1812 provides multiple rating displays, each display
associated with one of the Segment Self-Identifiers. This
allows a user to see not only what rating users having the same
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Segment Self-Identifier gave to the media item, but also what
rating users having different Segment Self-Identifiers gave to
the media item. Some embodiments include both an overall
rating as well as ratings tied to each Segment Self-Identifier.

[0224] FIGS. 19-24 illustrate examples of media pages
associated with various types of media. FIG. 19 is an example
media page 1900 associated with an image provided by a user
(user-generated content). FIG. 20 is an enlarged portion of
media page 1900. FIG. 21 is a media page associated with a
video provided by a user (user-generated content).

[0225] FIG. 22 is a media page associated with music pro-
vided by a publisher (publisher content). FIG. 23 is a media
page associated with a collection of music provided by a
publisher (publisher content). FIG. 24 is a media page asso-
ciated with a document provided by a user (user-generated
content).

[0226] FIG. 19 is a screen shot of an example media page
1900. In this example the media item is a photograph of a
burning candle, which was uploaded by a user. Media page
1900 includes primary navigation bar 1302, title bar 1902,
media player section 1904, tool bar 1906, inspiration section
1908, comments section 1910, about this item section 1912,
and related media section 1914, advertisements 1916 and
1918, and footer links section 1310.

[0227] Title bar 1902 shows a text-based title for the media
item. In some embodiments the author, user that uploaded the
media item, or the publisher is also identified in title bar 1902.
In this example, the title bar 1902 shows “Prayer for Light—
Let There Be Light, For There Is . . . ” and “uploaded by
Toboni.

[0228] In this example, the media item is user-generated
content. User-generated content is typically freely available
to users through the web site (although other embodiments
allow a user to post content for a fee). As a result, media page
1900 displays the full content of the media item in media
player section 1904. In this example, media player section
1904 includes a photograph of a burning candle. Because
most browsers are pre-configured to display images, no spe-
cial media player is necessary to display the picture in most
embodiments.

[0229] Some embodiments include tool bar 1906. The
example tool bar 1906 is illustrated and described in more
detail with reference to FIG. 20. Comments section 1910
allows users to leave a comment regarding the media item.
Comments are displayed publicly below the comment field
(as shown in FIG. 21). Inspiration section 1908 is provided in
media page 1900 in some embodiments to enhance the user’s
experience. A similar inspiration section (inspirational sec-
tion 1314) is illustrated and described in more detail with
reference to the home page 1300, shown in FIG. 13.

[0230] Additional information about the media item 1912
is provided in the about this item section 1912. Some possible
information in this section includes the title, the author or
artist, the user who uploaded, the publisher, the category or
categories that the media item is associated with, the tags
associated with the media item, and a description. If the
description exceeds a predetermined length (e.g., in a range
from about 25 to about 50 words, or in a range from about 100
to about 500 characters), the description can be truncated in
the initial display of media page 1900, with a “more” link
provided. If the user wants to read the rest of the description,
the user selects the “more” link. Media page 1900 then
expands to include the full description.
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[0231] Related Media section 1914 is provided in some
embodiments to display additional media items that are
related to this media item. A related media item can be related
for various reasons, such as by having been uploaded by the
same user or publisher, by sharing a common category or
tag(s), or by sharing common keywords or other metadata. In
some embodiments related media is selected based on auser’s
Segment Identifier or Segment Self-Identifier, so as to suggest
related media that is more likely to be appreciated by the user.

[0232] Advertisements 1916 and 1918 are provided on
media page 1900, in some embodiments, for focused adver-
tising. Footer links section 1310 is also provided at the bottom
of media page 1900 in some embodiments.

[0233] FIG. 20 is a screen shot of an example tool bar 1906
of the media page 1900, shown in FIG. 19. In this example,
tool bar 1906 includes view count display 2020, rating tool
2022, add to favorites tool 2024, send to friend tool 2026, flag
this content tool 2028, enhanced ratings bar 2030, share to
group tool 2032, and sharing links 2034.

[0234] View count display 2020 displays the total number
of times the media item has been viewed by all viewers.
Rating tool 2022 permits a user to rate the media item on a
scale from one stars to five stars (other embodiments have
other scales, such as a scale from one to ten). To provide a
rating, the user clicks on the appropriate star to assign the
rating. The left-most star is equal to a rating of one star
(worst). The next is two stars. The right-most star is equal to
a five star (best) rating. When the user moves a pointer over
the stars, that star and all stars to the left of it (if any) are
highlighted to show the user what rating is represented by that
star. Once selected, the rating is recorded in the media data-
base associated with this media item. In some embodiments,
the users rating is also stored in the user database and asso-
ciated with the current user. This allows the server to learn
what type of media the user likes and what type of media the
user dislikes. This information can be used by the server to
recommend other media items through the web site to this
user (or other users, such as other users having the same
Segment Self-Identifier).

[0235] Add to favorites tool 2024 can be selected by the
user to add this item to a list of the user’s favorite media items.
The list of favorites can be viewed in the user’s profile page,
discussed in more detail herein with reference to FIG. 35.
Send to friend tool 2026 is used to send a link via email to this
media item to a friend. Upon selection, media page 1900
displays an e-mail form that prompts the user to enter the
friends name and e-mail address, the current user’s name and
e-mail address, and provide a short message to the friend.
When completed, the message is sent to the user along with a
link to media page 1900. Flag this content tool 2028 is a
button that can be selected when a user believes that the
content of a media item is inappropriate for web site 1100.
Upon selection of content tool 2028, a message prompt is
displayed asking the user to describe the reason that the media
item is inappropriate. In some embodiments the user is
required to select a reason that the content is inappropriate
from alist of reasons. An example of a list of reasons includes:
mature, hate speech, or other Terms of Use violations. Other
embodiments include more, fewer, or different reasons. Once
completed, the message is sent to an administrator of web site
1100 for consideration. If the administrator agrees, media
page 1900 is removed for the associated media item and the
media item is deleted from the media database.
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[0236] Enhanced ratings bar 2030 includes a plurality of
rating displays for the media item. Each rating is associated
with a Segment Self-Identifier. The Segment Self-Identifier is
discussed in more detail herein. Briefly, the vertical set of
users of web site 1100 is further divided into a number of
different segments. In this example, the vertical set of users
includes those users who have an interest in the Catholic faith.
This set of users is further divided into a plurality of segments,
such as five segments. The five segments in this example are
(from left to right): Defend The Rules, Follow The Rules,
Consider The Rules, Do Not Know The Rules, and The Rules
Do Not Apply to Me. Each user is associated with one of these
Segment Self-Identifiers. The “rules” referred to in this
example of Segment Identifiers refer to the Magesterium of
the Catholic Church. Because of the diversity of the set of all
users, the rating that one user gives to a media item may not be
useful to another user having very different views from that
user. Enhanced ratings allow users to see how the media item
was rated by others who share the same Segment Self-Iden-
tifier, and also how it was rated by those who have different
Segment Self-Identifiers. This information can be useful to a
user in determining whether or not to consider the media item
further, and (in the case of publisher content) whether or not
to purchase the media item.

[0237] In some embodiments, media page 1900 also
includes share to group tool 2032 and sharing links 2034.
Upon selection of the share to group tool 2032, media page
1900 displays a Share To Group window in which the user can
identify which groups to share the item with. The window
includes a list of all groups media modules to which the user
is currently a group administrator. After the group media
module(s) have been selected, the server updates the database
to associate that media item to that group module. Groups are
discussed in more detail below. Sharing links 2034 allow
users to interconnect the media page 1900 with external sys-
tems or third-party services (e.g., 110, shown in FIG. 1). In
this example, links are provided to allow sharing with third-
party services such as facebook, digg, and stumble upon. In
addition, URLs are provided to allow a user to easily embed
the media item in their own or other web sites (embed), or to
link directly to the media page (permalink) from their own or
other web sites.

[0238] FIG. 21 is a screen shot of another example media
page 2100. In this example, media page 2100 is associated
with a video provided by a user (user-generated content).
Media page 2100 is similar to media page 1900 (described
above with reference to FIG. 19), and a description of each
section of media page 2100 will not be repeated below. Media
page 2100 includes primary navigation bar 1302, title bar
2102, media player section 2104, tool bar 2106, inspiration
section 2108, comments section 2110, about this item section
2112, and related media section 2114, advertisements 2116
and 2118, and footer links section 1310. In this example,
media player section 2104 includes video display 2120 and
video controls 2122.

[0239] User generated content is freely available through
web site 1100. As a result, media player section 2104 of media
page 2100 includes the full content of this video uploaded by
a user. To play the media, the user either clicks on the video
display 2120 or clicks on the play button in video controls
2122. The video then plays in media player section 2104. If
the video has sound, the sound is also output through an audio
generator (e.g., speakers or headphones) of the computing
device (e.g., the user’s computer). Video controls 2122 also
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include additional controls in some embodiments, such as a
playback position control strip, a full-screen playback button,
and a volume control tool.

[0240] One example of a media player for use in media
player section 2104 is the JW FLV Media Player open source
media player distributed by LongTail Video. Other examples
of media players include WINDOWS MEDIA® player dis-
tributed by Microsoft Corporation, and QUICKTIME®
media player distributed by Apple Inc.

[0241] Comments section 2110 is similar to comment sec-
tion 1910 shown in FIG. 19. In this example, several users
have provided comments. The comments are displayed in
comment windows 2130. In some embodiments, comment
windows 2130 allows users to rate the comments. In this
example, a thumbs up button and corresponding thumbs
down button can be selected by a user to indicate whether they
like or dislike the comment (or to indicate the helpfulness of
acomment). Comments section 2110 uses the ratings in some
embodiments to sort comments from best to worst. Some
embodiments also include a reply button. The reply button
allows a user to post a reply to a comment, which is displayed
in comments section 2110. In some embodiments an e-mail
message is also sent directly to the user who wrote the original
comment, to inform that user that a reply was posted.

[0242] About this item section 2112 provides additional
information about the media item. If the user who uploaded
the content has chosen not to allow others to download the
media item, there is no option available to download the
content (see publication settings section 4112 shown in FIG.
41). Alternatively, if the user allows the media item to be
downloaded, a download button is provided in about this item
section 2112.

[0243] Ifthe media item is enjoyed, the user may choose to
review the items shown in Related Media section 2114 that
are related to this item. Some of those items may be publisher
content that is available for purchase.

[0244] FIG. 22 is a screen shot of another example media
page 2200. In this example, the media item associated with
media page 2200 is music (a song) provided by a publisher
(i.e. publisher content) and available for sale through web site
1100.

[0245] Media page 2200 is similar to media page 1900
(described above with reference to FIG. 19) and media page
2100 (described above with reference to FIG. 21), and a
description of each section of media page 2200 will not be
repeated below. Media page 2200 includes primary naviga-
tion bar 1302, title bar 2202, media player section 2204, tool
bar 2206, inspiration section 2208, comments section 2210,
about this item section 2212, and related media section 2214,
advertisements 2216 and 2218, and footer links section 1310.
In this example, media player section 2204 includes audio
controls 2222. Media page 2200 also includes price display
2232, add to cart button 2234, and additional content display
region 2230 including Similar On This Site section 2240 and
From the Publisher’s Website section 2242.

[0246] A difference between media page 2200 and media
pages 1900 (FIG. 19) and 2100 (FIG. 20) is that media page
2200 includes an option to allow a user to purchase the full
content of the media item. Accordingly, media page 2200
includes a price display 2232 that displays the price of the
media content and an Add to Cart button 2234 that adds the
media item to the user’s shopping cart when it is selected.
[0247] Publisher content is generally not freely available
through web site 1100 unless the user chooses to purchase the
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media item. However, in order to allow the user to sample the
media item, media player section 2204 provides at least some
access to the media item without requiring the user to pay for
it. Some limitations are placed on the media item in most
embodiments. For example, in some embodiments media
player section 2204 is configured to only play a portion of the
media item, such as a thirty second clip. Other embodiments
are configured to play a portion of the media item having a
duration in a range from about ten seconds to about two
minutes, and preferably in a range from about twenty seconds
to about sixty seconds. Other embodiments place other
restrictions on the media item. For example, in some embodi-
ments the full duration of the media item is available in media
player section 2204, but the use of the media item is restricted
to streaming the media item through media player section
2204. In other words, in some embodiments a user cannot
download the media item and use it separate from media
player section 2204 unless the media item has been pur-
chased. Accordingly, media player section 2204 does not
typically include an option to save the media content to the
user’s computing device.

[0248] In some embodiments the media content provided
through media player section 2204 is not the same or even a
portion of the same media item. Rather, in some embodiments
a separate media item is provided as the sample media con-
tent. An example is a promotional video that describes or
explains the media item. Another example is a brochure (such
as a PDF document), a presentation (such as a POWER-
POINT® presentation graphics program) about the media
item, or another type of sample media content.

[0249] As noted above, About This Item section 2212
includes additional information for the publisher content. In
this example, the price display 2232 shows the price to pur-
chase the full content of the media item. Add to Cart button
2234 allows the user to add the full content of the media item
to the user’s shopping cart. If Add to Cart button 2234 is
selected by the user, the button is updated to display “In Cart.”
In addition, the shopping cart button 1332 of primary navi-
gation bar 1302 (described with reference to FIG. 13) is
updated to show an additional item is in the shopping cart.
The user can complete the checkout process by selecting
shopping cart button 1332, if desired.

[0250] Additional content display region 2230 is a region
that, in some embodiments, a publisher can use to display
additional related content that may be of interest to the user. In
this example, the publisher has included a Similar On This
Site section 2240 and From the Publisher’s Website section
2242. In this example, the Similar On This Site section 2240
provides a link to the media page for the full album (having a
plurality of songs). Other embodiments provide links to other
media pages on web site 1110, as desired by the publisher.
From the Publishers Website section 2242 is a section that
provides a link directly to a page on the publisher’s web site.
This allows the publisher to direct users to their site where the
user can get further information or download or purchase
additional media items or materials. In another embodiment
the link may direct users to other web sites where they can get
further information or download or purchase additional
media items or materials. For example, in some embodiments
the publisher may choose to link to physical products avail-
able on their own web site or a third-party web site, such as
AMAZON®.

[0251] FIG. 23 is a screen shot of another example media
page 2300. In this example, the media item associated with
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media page 2300 is a collection of music (a plurality of songs)
provided by a publisher (i.e. publisher content) and available
for sale through web site 11100.

[0252] Media page 2300 is similar to media page 2200
(described above with reference to FIG. 21), and a description
of each section of media page 2300 will not be repeated
below. Media page 2300 includes media player section 2304,
about this item section 2312, price display 2332, add to cart
button 2334, and additional content display region 2330
including Similar From the Publisher’s Website section 2342.

[0253] Inthis example, media page 2300 is associated with
acollection of music, namely a two compact disc set of songs.
Media player section 2304 provides a sample of the music,
such as a portion of one of the songs. In some embodiments
the sample places at least some limitations on the media item,
such as by limiting the sample duration to a partial duration of
the media item. Other embodiments include portions of mul-
tiple songs. Yet other embodiments include the full content
for one or more of the songs. Still other embodiments include
the full content of all songs, but only allow the content to be
streamed through media page 2300.

[0254] The full content of the two compact disc set is made
available in About This Item section 2312 for a price identi-
fied in price display 2332. If the user would like to purchase
the full media item, the user selects the Add to Cart button
2334.

[0255] In this example, additional content display region
2330 includes Similar From the Publisher’s Website section
2342, which includes a link to a page of the publisher’s web
site.

[0256] FIG. 24 is a screen shot of another example media
page 2400. This example is provided to show that media items
are not limited to audio (music or spoken word), video, or
images. In this example, media page 2400 displays a map that
was uploaded by a user in a portable document format (.pdf).
Media page 2400 includes media player 2404 having toolbar
2422.

[0257] In some embodiments, media pages such as media
page 2400 are also configured to display documents in for-
mats other than image files, video files, or audio files. Media
player section 2404 is provided for this purpose. In this
example, media player section 2404 includes the iPaper docu-
ment viewer distributed by Scribd. The media player of media
player section 2404 allows media page 2400 to display media
items from a wide variety of file formats. Some embodiments
of the media player of media player section 2404 allow the
use of the following file formats: Adobe PDF (.pdf), Adobe
PostScript (.ps), Microsoft Word (.doc, .docx), Microsoft
PowerPoint (.ppt, .pps, .pptx), Microsoft Excel (xls, xIsx),
OpenOffice Text Document (.odt, .sxw), OpenOffice Presen-
tation Document (.odp, .sxi), OpenOffice Spreadsheet (.ods,
.sxc), OpenDocument formats, Plain text (.txt), and Rich text
format (.rtf).

[0258] Toolbar 2422 provides a variety of possible func-
tions. In some embodiments, toolbar 2422 includes one or
more of the following tools: E-mail to Friend, Embed Codes,
Document Info, Save Document, Print, View Mode, Upload
to External Site, Help, and About. Yet further embodiments
include one or more of the following: zoom tools, page navi-
gation tools, and a full-screen viewing tools. In some embodi-
ments the Save Document tool is not included to prevent users
from saving documents, such as without purchasing the docu-
ment through web site 1100.
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[0259] FIG. 25is a schematic block diagram of an example
media page 2500 illustrating the snack, meal, and dessert
layout. In some embodiments the snack, meal, and dessert
layout is used only for publisher content or content that is
available for purchase through web site 11100.

[0260] In this example, media page 2500 includes snack
window 2502, meal window 2504, and dessert window 2506.
Snack window 2502 typically includes a media player to
provide a sample of the media item or other media content
related to the media item. Meal window 2504 typically
includes information about the full content of the media item,
and provides a link or button (such as purchase button 2510)
that can be selected to initiate the purchase of the full content
of the media item. Dessert window 2506 typically includes
links to additional content (either within web site 1100 or
external to web site 1100) related to the current media item.

[0261] Examples of snack window 2502 are media player
sections 2204 and 2304 shown in FIGS. 22 and 23. Examples
of meal window 2504 are About this Item sections 2212 and
2312 shown in FIGS. 22 and 23 (including Add to Cart but-
tons 2234 and 2334). Examples of dessert window 2506 are
additional content display regions 2230 and 2330.

[0262] An example arrangement of the windows of media
page 2500 are as follows. Snack window 2502 is prominently
displayed near a top of media page 2500, such as toward the
left top corner. Meal window 2504 is also displayed near the
top of media page 2500, such as toward the right top corner (to
the right of snack window 2502). Dessert window 2506 is
displayed below snack window 2502 and meal window 2504,
such as toward the right and directly below meal window
2504. Other embodiments include other arrangements.

[0263] Asdiscussedinmore detail herein, the content of the
snack window 2502, meal window 2504, and dessert window
2506 can be defined by a publisher. An online publisher
upload interface is used for this purpose in some embodi-
ments. In other embodiments a spreadsheet and batch upload
interface is used for this purpose.

[0264] The snack, meal, and dessert layout shown in FIG.
25 is typically only used with publisher content or content that
is available for purchase on web site 1100. One reason for this
is that user-generated content is generally not provided as a
sample (although, in some embodiments the user-generated
content is limited in that it is not available for download from
the web site 1100). Similarly, user-generated content is gen-
erally not available for purchase, and so there is no need for a
meal window where the full content can be purchased.
Finally, users are typically not given the option to define the
layout of media content, and therefore are not given the option
to define the content of a dessert window. However, in other
possible embodiments media page 2500 is used for user gen-
erated content and users are permitted to interact with web
site 1100 in the same manner as publishers discussed above.
[0265] FIGS. 26-32 illustrate examples of the group func-
tionality of example web site 1100. Groups provide users
with an opportunity to be a part of an online community
through web site 1100, in some embodiments. Further, in
some embodiments groups provide a convenient location for
the storage of information and media associated with an
event.

[0266] FIG. 26 is a screen shot of an example group brows-
ing page 2600. The group browsing page is accessible
through a variety of paths in some embodiments. For
example, the user can select the Group tab of navigation tabs
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1706 (also shown in FIG. 17). Another path is through the
groups button of the primary navigation bar 1302 (also shown
in FIG. 13).

[0267] Group browsing page 2600 is similar to other
browsing pages in some embodiments, such as the media
browsing page 1600 described above with reference to FIG.
16. A primary difference, however, is that group browsing
page 2600 provides a list of groups, rather than a list of media
items. Some embodiments allow searching, sorting, and fil-
tering of groups in a similar manner to media items to aid a
user in quickly locating a desired group.

[0268] In some embodiments, group browsing page 2600
includes header 2602 and browsing section 2604, among
other possible sections. Browsing section 2604 includes sort-
ing tools and a plurality of group snapshot displays 2620
(including snapshot displays 2620a-d). The group snapshots
include in some embodiments one or more of the following: a
brief overview of the group, such as including an image
representing the group, a name of the group, the number of
members of the group, how long the group has been active on
the web site, a category or categories of the group, a list of
group tags, and a brief description of the group.

[0269] If a user wants more information about a group or
would like to join a group, the user selects the appropriate
group snapshot displays 2620a-d.

[0270] FIG. 27 is a screen shot of an example group login
page 2700. Some groups are password protected to control
access to information contained within the group. As a result,
group login page 2700 is displayed when a user attempts to
enter the associated group. Group login page 2700 includes
password prompt 2702, Request to Join button 2704, Sign In
button 2706, and Cancel button 2708.

[0271] Iftheuser has previously registered with a group (or
if a group member has previously provided the user with a
group password), the user enters the group password into
password prompt 2702. The Sign In button 2706 is then
selected. If the password is validated by the server, the group
page is then displayed to the user.

[0272] Iftheuserhasnot previously registered, the user can
select Request to Join button 2704. Upon selection of this
button, a message page is displayed that allows the user to
send a message to the group moderator. The message is then
sent to the moderator who will either accept the request and
issue the user a password to the group, or deny the request.
[0273] Alternatively, the user can select the Cancel button
2708 to return to the group browsing page (such as shown in
FIG. 26).

[0274] FIG. 28 (spanning FIGS. 28A, 28B, and 28C) is a
screen shot of an example group page 2800. In this example,
group page 2800 is a media-centric gathering place for users
around a common theme. In some embodiments the theme is
an existing organization (e.g., church, parish, diocese, non-
profit organization, club, Bible study group, etc), a topic (e.g.,
prayer, Bible study, marriage, alcoholism recovery, etc.),
place (a city, town, state, country, etc.), or event (musical
concert, youth gathering, holiday, etc.). In this example, the
group is formed for users associated with or interested in
connecting with others from St. Isidore Parish, a parish
located in a suburb of Chicago having more than 6,000 fami-
lies in the Joliet Diocese.

[0275] Because group page 2800 is a part of web site 1100,
group page 2800 has access to all of the media content avail-
able in the media database (e.g., media database 103, shown
in FIG. 1). As a result, some embodiments are media-centric,
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such that the group is formed around the media content.
Media content includes all forms of media content described
herein, such as music, spoken word (or other audio), video,
images, documents, and kits. In some embodiments groups
are defined both by a group page 2800 as well as a set of users
that are members of the group. Group membership requires a
user to join a group, such as by selecting a join button 2802
provided on the group page.

[0276] Group pages such as group page 2800 are highly
configurable by the group moderator (the user that forms the
group on web site 1100). In this example, group page 2800
includes welcome window 2810, description window 2812,
navigation menu 2814, one or more configurable modules
2816 (including modules 2816a-q), advertisement spaces
2818 and 2820, and footer links section 1310.

[0277] Welcome window 2810 typically includes one or
more media items, such as an image or video. In this example,
welcome window 2810 includes a media player that plays a
video. The video welcomes the user to the group and provides
a brief explanation of the purpose and features of the group.
[0278] Description window 2812 provides a text-based
description of the group. If the user has not yet joined the
group, a join button 2802 is also provided. In some embodi-
ments the description window 2812 also displays additional
information about the group, such as a privacy type (private or
public), user membership status (member or not member),
number of members, username of the user that formed the
group (e.g., the moderator), and the date that the group was
created. More or less information is provided in other
embodiments.

[0279] Modules 2816 are sections of group page 2800 that
can be configured by the moderator to customize the group
page to the unique needs of the group. In this example a
plurality of modules 2816 (2816a-¢) are included. The
example modules include Faith Sharing and Discussion
Forum module 28164, Blogs module 28165, St. Isidore’s
Future Plans module 2816¢, Events and Media You Should
See and Hear module 28164, Recently Added module 2816e,
Stewardship Ministries module 2816f, St. Isidore School
module 2816g, K-6 Religious Education module 28164,
Youth Ministry module 28167, Adult Faith Formation module
2816/, Outreach Ministries module 2816%, Peace and Social
Justice module 28161, Community and Pastoral Care module
2816m, Worship and Music Ministries module 28167, Comu-
nidad Hispanos module 28160, Links to sites of Interest for
Catholics module 2816p, and Media module 2816q.

[0280] Each module 2816 typically includes a title bar 2830
and a content window 2832. The title bar 2830 includes a
text-based description of the module. The content window
2832 includes the content for that module, including text or
media content. In some embodiments the modules are con-
figurable to allow a moderator to define whether the content
within each module can be updated by group members or
whether the content can only be updated by the moderator. If
content is modifiable by users, buttons (e.g., 2836 and 2838)
are provided to allow users to add content. When the button is
selected, an interface is displayed to allow the user to enter or
define the content. For example, when the user clicks on the
Add Comment button 2836, the user is taken to the comment
page and when the user clicks on the Add Blog button 2838,
the user is taken to the Create Blog page. The ability to add
content allows users to interact with one another as a com-
munity. For example a message board module can be used to
postmessages viewable by others in the group. A blog module
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can also be used to author blogs. Photo or video gallery
modules are used to share photos or videos. A music module
is used to share music, such as by linking to music stored in
media database 103 (shown in FIG. 1). Some modules are
configured to include multiple types of media in a single
module.

[0281] Insome embodiments, groups can also include sub-
groups. For example, for the St. Isidore group, a set of sub-
groups are available through the Outreach Ministries module
2816%. Further, users can define additional sub-groups for
other outreach ministries by selecting Add Sub-Group button
2840. Upon selection, web site 1100 guides the user through
the formation of a sub-group using the Sub-Group formation
module shown in FIGS. 29-31 (including FIGS. 29, 30A-B,
and 31). A similar Group formation module is presented to a
user when a user wants to create a new group, which guides
the user through the formation of the new group.

[0282] FIGS. 29-31 illustrate an example of a sub-group
formation module 2900. The sub-group formation module
2900 is presented to a user to guide the user through a sub-
group. A similar group formation module is used in some
embodiments to guide a moderator through the formation of
a new group. The group formation module includes similar
fields that guide the user in the formation of a group, resulting
in a group page, such as the example group pages shown in
FIGS. 28 and 32.

[0283] Detailed instructions for the sub-group formation
process are provided in FIGS. 29-31 and therefore will not be
repeated here.

[0284] FIG. 32 is a screen shot of another example group
page 3200. In this example, group page 3200 is formed
around an event. The event in this example is the NCYC 2009
to be held in Kansas City later this year. The event organizers,
for example, have put together group page 3200 on web site
1100 in order to promote the event. In some embodiments, the
group page 3200 also or alternatively allows users to see who
else is going, begin to develop relationships with those users
that will be at the event, get more information about the event
(such as an event brochure, view promotional media items,
download or view the event calendar, and view maps of where
events will take place.) During the event, group page 3200 can
be used to upload and view media items related to the events
such as videos or audio files taken at the event. After the event
is over, group page 3200 can also be used to re-live the event
(such as by viewing pictures or videos of the event) and
reconnect with friends or contacts made at the event.

[0285] Inthis example, group page 3200 includes welcome
window 3210, description window 3212, navigation menu
3214, one or more configurable modules 3216 (including
modules 3216a-d), advertisement spaces 3218, and sponsor
banners 3220.

[0286] Inthisembodiment welcome window 3210 includes
multiple media items, displayed using a ticker zone, similar to
ticker zone 1304 shown in F1G. 14. Description window 3212
provides a text-based description of an event that the group
relates to. Navigation menu 3214 is a menu that allows a user
to jump to additional pages of the group associated with the
selected topic (e.g., home, attendees, blogs, about us, contact
us).

[0287] Configurable modules 3216 include the following in
this example: Latest Videos module 3216a includes links to
the latest videos, Latest Pictures module 32165 provides
thumbnail versions of the latest photos and links to images;
Latest Blogs module 3216¢ provides links to the latest blog

Oct. 29, 2009

postings; and View the Event Schedule module 32164 pro-
vides information about the event schedule, or other event
information.

[0288] Some embodiments of group pages (not shown in
FIG. 32) include a user profile module where a user can see a
list of the members of the group. Clicking on a member
causes web site 1100 to display the user profile associated
with that member, so that the user can learn more about other
members. If communication is desired, the user can send an
e-mail through web site 1100 to the user or post a message on
the member’s profile page.

[0289] These examples illustrate that group page 3200 is
highly configurable to meet the needs of the particular group,
and various arrangements of the content and various types of
content are provided in different embodiments according to
the needs or preferences of the users and group moderators.
[0290] Another possible embodiment includes a Diocese
Resource Center. The Diocese Resource Center is a group
page that is pre-configured for a Diocese. In some embodi-
ments a Diocese pays a periodic subscription fee to establish
and/or maintain a group page for the Diocese. In turn the setup
and/or maintenance of the group page is handled by admin-
istrators or others (e.g., web developers) associated with web
site 1100.

[0291] FIGS. 33-34 illustrate an example blog feature of
web site 1100. Blogs are accessible through a variety of paths
in some embodiments. For example, the user can select the
Blog tab of navigation tabs 1706 (also shown in FIG. 17).
Another path is through the blog button of the primary navi-
gation bar 1302 (also shown in FIG. 13).

[0292] In some embodiments a blog browsing page (not
separately illustrated) is provided by web site 1100, similar to
the media browsing page and the group browsing page pre-
viously described. The main difference between the blog
browsing page and the media browsing page and the group
browsing page is that each browsing section is associated
with a blog, rather than a media item or a group.

[0293] FIG. 33 is an example blog page 3300. Blog page
3300 is a page where blog posts made entered by a user are
displayed through web site 1100. Like other pages in web site
1100, blog page 3300 is highly configurable in some embodi-
ments.

[0294] In this example, blog page 3300 includes primary
navigation bar 1302, blog title bar 3302, side bar 3304, and
post display regions 3306 (including regions 3306a and
33065b).

[0295] Title bar 3302 typically includes a text-based title of
the blog, although other embodiments include graphics. In
this example, the title is “My First Blog—Random
Thoughts.”

[0296] Sidebar 3304 is a section of blog page 3300 that
includes a variety of possible information. In some embodi-
ments, sidebar 3304 includes a description section 3310,
about the author section 3312, links section 3314, advertise-
ment sections 3316 and 3318, recent posts section 3320, and
archive section 3322. In this example sidebar 3304 is
arranged along a right side of blog page 3300, but is arranged
in other locations (e.g., a left side) in other embodiments.
[0297] Postdisplay regions 3306 typically include a date of
the post, post title, and a body section. In the body section text
of the post can be included, along with one or more media
items, if desired. Some embodiments also include additional
information in the body, such as a list of categories to which
the post applies, a list of tags, and a comments link that shows
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whether any comments have been entered by users, and if so,
provides a link to view those comments. Post display region
3306 can include, for example, media items from media data-
base 103 (shown in FIG. 1) in some embodiments.

[0298] FIG. 34 is an example blog administration page
3400 of a blog module of web site 1100. Blog module of web
site 1100 provides a set of pages to guide the user in the
creation and updating of their blog. Blog administration page
3400 is an example of such a page.

[0299] In this example, blog administration page 3400
includes menu 3402, manage posts section 3404, edit posts
section 3406, category selection region 3408, tag definition
region 3410, Post Entry button 3412, and footer links section
1310.

[0300] Menu 3402 presents a list of options to the user, such
as Create New Post, Manage Posts, and Settings. Create New
Post option is selected by a user when they want to make a
new post entry. When the Create New Post option is selected,
a page similar to page 3400 is displayed by web site 1100,
except that it typically does not include manage posts section
3404. Manage Posts option is selected when they want to edit
or view an existing post, in which case page 3400 is displayed.
Setting option is selected when the user wants to change the
blog settings.

[0301] Manage Posts section 3404 displays a list of previ-
ously entered posts, including the date of the post, the title,
number of comments, and other options. If a user desires to
edit a post, the user selects the post from the manage posts
section 3404. The post is then displayed in the Edit Post
section 3406 where edits can be made.

[0302] If a user wants to create a new post, a Create Post
section is provided similar to Edit Post section 3406. Cat-
egory selection region 3408, tag definition region 3410, and
Post Entry button 3412 are also included in some embodi-
ments.

[0303] Category selection region 3408 is used to associate
the post with one or more categories, if desired. Tag definition
region 3410 is used to associate the post with one or more
tags, if desired.

[0304] Afterthe post has been entered or edited, Post Entry
button 3412 is selected to save the post and publish it on the
blog page (such as blog page 3300, shown in FIG. 33).
[0305] Other embodiments of the web site interface with a
third-party blog service, such as the BLOGGER™ web pub-
lishing service by GOOGLE® to allow users to provide blog
content.

[0306] FIG. 35 llustrates an example people feature of web
site 1100. The People Section of web site 1100 is accessible
through a variety of paths in some embodiments. For
example, the user can select the People tab of navigation tabs
1706 (shown in FIG. 17). Another path is through the People
button of the primary navigation bar 1302 (shown in FIG. 13).
In some embodiments these paths lead to the people browsing
page that lists a plurality of people. The people page 3500 is
then displayed after a user selects on a particular person from
the people browsing page.

[0307] Insome embodiments a People browsing page (not
separately illustrated) is provided by web site 1100, which is
similar to the media browsing page, group browsing page,
and blog browsing pages previously described. The main
difference between the People browsing page is that each
browsing section is associated with a user, rather than a media
item or a group. Accordingly, a user can use the People
browsing page to search for or browse through the profiles of
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users of web site 1100. In some embodiments People brows-
ing page only displays those users that have indicated that
they know the current user, such as by accepting an invitation
message previously sent by the current user (or vice versa).
[0308] In this example, user profile page 3500 includes
personal photo 3502, personal info section 3504, media con-
tent tabs 3506, groups tab 3508, and advertisement sections
3510 and 3512.

[0309] Personal photo 3502 is an image provided by the
user as a personal profile photo. The image may be a picture
of the user, or may be any other image that the user wants to
represent him on web site 1100. In other embodiments, other
media items are able to be displayed as a personal identifier,
such as a video, an audio clip, a document, etc.

[0310] Personal info section 3504 displays information
about the user. In this example, personal info section 3504
identifies how long the user has been a member, the user’s
religion, parish/church membership, and the user’s occupa-
tion. In addition, some embodiments also include an About
Me section where the user can write a brief bio about them-
selves, a Favorite Bible verse section where the user can write
a favorite Bible verse, and a Favorite Music section where the
user can insert media items, such as from media database 103
(shown in FIG. 1). Other information is included in other
embodiments.

[0311] Media content tabs 3506 display media content
associated with the user. Examples include those media items
tagged by the user as being a favorite, media items uploaded
by the user, and media items purchased by the user. In this
example, the user has tagged one media item as a favorite. The
media item is displayed as a thumbnail image 3514, which is
linked to the associated media page.

[0312] My groups tap 3508 displays groups that the user is
a member of. In this example, the user is a member of one
group, which is displayed as a thumbnail image 3516 which is
linked to the group page for that group.

[0313] FIGS. 36-38 illustrate the concept of Segment Iden-
tifiers according to the present disclosure. FIG. 36 is a sim-
plified Venn diagram illustrating an example set ofallusers U.
(The diagram is simplified to have no overlap between any of
the groups.) As just one example, consider the set of all users
U to be all users of a network, such as the Internet. This set of
users U has tremendous diversity, in language, beliefs, cul-
tures, and interests.

[0314] However, within the set of users U are a plurality of
vertical groups of users V. The vertical groups of users V share
something in common, other than that they are all users. For
example, a vertical group of users V may share a commonal-
ity, such as a common interest, religion, race, language, politi-
cal ideology, or other commonality. A vertical group of users
does not include all users, and preferably excludes a large
percentage of the full group of users U. In some embodi-
ments, the vertical group of users V includes less than 50% of
the full group of users. Other embodiments include less than
25%, while others include less than 10%.

[0315] Even within a vertical group of users V, there may
still be great diversity. The diversity may be in beliefs or
opinions relating to the common aspect of the vertical group.
In the context of a media distribution site, such diversity can
be advantageous in some situations, but disadvantageous in
other situations. For example, a media item that is enjoyed by
one subset of users within the vertical group V, may not be
enjoyed by another subset of users within the vertical group V
due to their differences, such as in beliefs or opinions.
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[0316] Accordingly, a vertical group of users V can further
be divided into segments S of the vertical group of users V. An
example is the vertical group of users V'. In this example, the
vertical group of users V' can be subdivided into a plurality of
segments S, including segment A, segment B, segment C,
segment D, and segment E. Each segment shares a common-
ality, such as a certain interest, belief on a particular subject or
set of subjects, or other commonality. Preferably the com-
monality is not shared by the members of the other segments,
or at least not to the same degree. In some embodiments the
number of segments of a vertical group is in a range from
about 3 to about 10, and preferably in a range from about 4 to
about 6. This example includes five segments.

[0317] A particular example will be provided to illustrate
the concepts. In this example, the set of all users U is the set
of all users of the Internet. An example of a vertical group is
the set of users interested in exploring the rich tradition of the
Catholic faith. This group is not limited to Catholics, but also
includes those who are skeptical or intrigued to learn more.
The users within this vertical group can be the target users for
a media distribution site, such as described herein.

[0318] Within this vertical group V, however, there is still
great diversity. As noted above, the diversity is an asset in
some situations, but a detriment in other situations. As a
result, it is useful to have a tool to further identify this diver-
sity. The tool is the division of the vertical group V into a
plurality of segments S. In this example, the vertical group V
can be divided into five segments S, each segment being
identified by a Segment Identifier as follows: (1) defends the
rules, (2) follows the rules, (3) considers the rules, (4) don’t
know the rules, and (5) the rules don’t apply to me. Such a
division of users into segments allows the media site to per-
form various unique functions.

[0319] FIG. 37 is a flow chart further illustrating the con-
cept of Segment Identifiers. FIG. 37 illustrates a method of
customizing a web site. The method includes operations
3702, 3704, 3706, and 3708.

[0320] The method begins with operation 3702 in which a
vertical group of users is identified from a complete set of
users. In the example discussed above, the vertical group of
users was the set of all users interested in exploring the rich
tradition of the Catholic faith. In some embodiments, the
vertical group identified is set as the target set of users for a
web site. Other embodiments include other vertical groups.
[0321] Operation 3704 is next performed to identify a plu-
rality of segments of the vertical group. In the example dis-
cussed above, the plurality of segments were identified as: (1)
defends the rules, (2) follows the rules, (3) considers the rules,
(4) don’t know the rules, and (5) the rules don’t apply to me.
Other embodiments include other segments.

[0322] Operation 3706 is then performed to associate a user
with one of the segments. In some embodiments operation
3706 involves prompting a user to select a segment identifier
that the user believes most closely identifies himself or her-
self. When a segment identifier is selected by the user himself
or herself, the segment identifier is sometimes referred to as a
Segment Self Identifier herein (or an “SSID”). Some embodi-
ments allow a user to opt out of selecting a Segment Self
Identifier.

[0323] In other embodiments, the segment identifier is
assigned to a user automatically, such as by comparing
aspects of the user’s interaction with the web site to pre-
defined criteria for each segment (e.g., the type of media items
that the user has selected as favorites, and determining what
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segment is most likely to enjoy that media item). In yet
another embodiment, the user is associated with a segment
identifier by others, such as through a process where users are
able to suggest what segment identifier best describes the
user.

[0324] After the user has been associated with a segment
identifier, operation 3708 is performed to customize web site
1100 according to the user’s segment identifier in some
embodiments. For example, various pages discussed herein
include a customizable section. One example of a customiz-
able section is the inspirational section 1314 illustrated in
FIG. 13. The inspirational section 1314 displays a media
item, such as an image, and/or a text-based message, such as
a quotation or “thought of the day.” In some embodiments the
web server includes an inspiration database, which is a col-
lection of images and/or messages that can be displayed in
inspirational section 1314. In some embodiments the content
of inspiration database is associated with one or more seg-
ment identifiers. When a page is displayed, the web server
determines the segment identifier of the current user and
compares that with the segment identifier(s) associated with
the content of the inspiration database. The web server then
selects from the content that is associated with the same
segment identifier as the current user and displays that on the
current page. This method of customizing a web site enhances
the user experience by providing to the user information or
media that the user is most likely to appreciate, while not
displaying information or media that the user is not likely to
appreciate.

[0325] The same concept can be applied to advertisements.
There may be particular advertisements that are likely to be
appreciated by users of one segment but not by users of
another segment. Similarly, there may be certain segments
where an advertisement has a greater likelihood of leading to
commercial transaction than with other segments. These fac-
tors can be used by a server to selectively display advertise-
ments to users. For example, an advertisement for a book may
appeal to a large percentage of users associated with the
“defends the rules” segment, while only to a small percentage
of users in the “doesn’t know the rules” segment. Accord-
ingly, the server can selectively display the advertisement
only to users that are in the “defends the rules” segment, while
displaying other advertisements to users in the “doesn’t know
the rules” segment. In some embodiments a third-party ad
server service is used to provide such advertisements.
[0326] In other embodiments, however, the segment iden-
tifier is used to display additional information to the user, such
as enhanced user ratings as discussed with reference to FIG.
38.

[0327] FIG. 38 is a screen shot of another example snapshot
display 3800, provided to illustrate another method of using
Segment Identifiers. Snapshot display 3800 is another
embodiment of the example snapshot display 1800a shown in
FIG. 18 such as can be included in a media browsing page.
[0328] Snapshot display includes a rating display region
3802. The rating display region 3802 displays the ratings that
have been given to the associated media item by users of the
web site. In this example, snapshot display includes a com-
posite rating 3804, which is the average rating given to the
media item by all users who have provided a rating. Addi-
tional ratings are provided through segment rating display
3810, 3812, 3814, 3816, and 3818. Each segment rating dis-
play includes an image 3820, 3822, 3824, 3826, and 3828
associated with a segment identifier (e.g., defends the rules,
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follows the rules, considers the rules, don’t know the rules,
and the rules don’t apply to me, respectively). Each segment
rating display provides the average rating given to the media
item by those users that are associated with the respective
segment identifier. For example, segment rating display 3810
shows that 312 users that have identified themselves to be
associated with the “defends the rules” segment identifier
have rated this media item. The average rating given by that
segment is one star. On the other hand, the 1104 users who are
associated with the “don’t know the rules” segment (as shown
in segment rating display 3816) have rated the media item and
on average have provided a five star rating to the media item.
[0329] Segment rating displays are useful to a user of the
web site because they aid the user in determining whether or
not the user is likely to enjoy a media item before the user has
viewed it.

[0330] Segment ratings can also be useful to a server to
provide more relevant information to a user. For example,
some embodiments utilize the segment ratings to provide
customized search rank results, such as to sort search results
according to a segment rating associated with a selected seg-
ment identifier or according to the segment identifier associ-
ated with the current user.

[0331] FIGS. 39-40 illustrate the concept of a kit according
to the present disclosure. FIGS. 39 and 40 are flow charts
illustrating example methods 3900 and 4000 of distributing a
plurality of media items as a kit. One advantage of the kit is
that the user only has to purchase and/or download a single
media item (i.e. the kit) to obtain all items within the kit.
[0332] FIG. 39 illustrates a plurality of media items 3902
(a-d) of a variety of different formats and from a variety of
different sources. For example, media item 3902¢ is a video
lecture published by publisher A. Media item 39025 is an
audio lecture also published by publisher A. 3902c¢ is a pdf
workbook provided by a user. 39024 is a song in MP3 format
published by publisher B.

[0333] The plurality of media items 3902(a-d) are pack-
aged together to form packaged kit 3904. In most embodi-
ments packaging means at least combining multiple files into
a single packaged file. In some embodiments packaging also
includes compressing the data to result in a packaged file that
requires less storage space than the sum of the individual files.
An example of a packaged file is the ZIP file format. An
example of a lossless data compression algorithm is Deflate
which is a part of the RFC 1951 specification. In some
embodiments the kit is packaged as a self-extracting execut-
able.

[0334] The packaged kit 3904 is then stored in a media
database (e.g., media database 103, shown in FIG. 1) and
made available through a media distributor 3906, such as the
media distribution system discussed herein.

[0335] The packaged kit 3904 is made available through
media distributor 3906 as if it were a single media item. In
some embodiments the packaged kit is associated with a
media page, as discussed herein. The user can request a down-
load of the kit, for example, by selecting a purchase button
3908. The media distributor 3906 then receives a payment
from the user for the kit using a payment processing module
3910.

[0336] After the payment has been processed, the user is
allowed to download the kit 3904, such as by clicking on a
download button. The download is then initiated to the user’s
computing device, where the user saves the kit and is then able
to extract the plurality of media items.
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[0337] A royalty processing module 3914 is then used to
process and distribute royalty payments as necessary. Since
multiple publishers provided media items to the kit, royalties
should be paid to both publishers in this example. Royalty
processing module 3914 determines the payments that should
be made to each distributor and processes such payments.
[0338] In some embodiments the royalty processing mod-
ule 3914 is a software module that interacts with a banking
system to transfer funds electronically. In other embodi-
ments, royalty processing module includes a software module
that performs some of the record keeping, but also includes a
manual process for making such payments (such as by a
person reviewing a monthly report generated by the software
and then initiating the appropriate payments).

[0339] The example provided above describes both pub-
lisher content and user-generated content. Other embodi-
ments include only publisher content or only user-generated
content. Further, some embodiments include media items
from only one publisher, or from only a plurality of publishers
(and no users).

[0340] FIG. 40 is a flow chart illustrating another example
method of distributing a plurality of media items 4000.
Method 4000 includes operations 4002, 4004, 4006, 4008,
4010, and 4012.

[0341] Method 4000 begins with operation 4002 in which a
plurality media items packaged as a single kit. For example, a
user uploads the packaged kit to the web server through a web
site.

[0342] Operation 4004 is then performed to receive details
of'the kit. For example, a user enters a title, a description, and
a price for the kit. In some embodiments the user also iden-
tifies each media item contained in the kit, and identifies who
owns the copyright or distribution rights for each media item.
In yet further embodiments, the user identifies the royalty
payment that should be made for each sale of the kit.

[0343] Operation 4006 is next performed to provide access
to the kit as a single media item. For example, the web site
stores the media item in a media database and displays the kit
as a media item on a media page.

[0344] Operation 4008 is then performed to receive a pur-
chase request and a payment for the kit.

[0345] Once payment has been received, operation 4010 is
performed to allow the user to download the kit.

[0346] Operation 4012 is then performed to settle with the
associated publishers. For example, royalty payments are
made to each publisher owning a right to at least one media
item contained within the kit.

[0347] FIGS. 41-45 illustrate how media items are pro-
vided to the server through a web site, such as web site 1100
shown in FIG. 11. FIG. 41 illustrates a user upload page.
[0348] FIG. 42 illustrates additional publisher pages that
allow a publisher to edit uploaded content.

[0349] FIG. 41 is an example upload page 4100 that acts to
receive a media item and additional information about a
media item from a user. Upload page 4100 is displayed, for
example, when a user selects the upload button 1334 of pri-
mary navigation bar 1302. Upload page 4100 includes pri-
mary navigation bar 1302, general instruction section 4102,
file type selection section 4104, group attachment section
4106, description section 4108, category selection section
4110, publication settings section 4112, and file section 4114.
[0350] Instructions for uploading a file are provided in gen-
eral instruction section 4102. After reviewing the instruc-
tions, the user selects a file type from file type selection
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section 4104. Examples include music, video, photo, docu-
ment, podcast, and spoken word.

[0351] Ifthe user wants to attach the media item to a group,
the group is selected from a menu in group attachment section
4106.

[0352] Description section 4108 prompts the user to enter a
title, brief description, and tags for the media item. The user
enters such information into the appropriate fields.

[0353] The media item can then be associated with one or
more categories by selecting the categories from category
selection section 4110.

[0354] A user then has the option to define whether the
media item should only be available for viewing through the
web site (such as through a media player), or whether other
users should be allowed to download the media item. If the
user wants to allow others to download the media item, the
user selects the box in publication settings section 4112.
[0355] The file is then uploaded by selecting the browse
button 4120 and selecting the media item in a pop-up window.
Theupload button 4122 is then selected to upload the selected
file to the server and to save the media item and associated
information in the media database (e.g., 103 shown in FIG. 1).
In some embodiments an additional step is included between
the upload and save process. The additional step is the
transcode step in which media items are converted into one or
more predetermined formats. For example, a video file that is
uploaded is transcoded into an MP3 format with a desired
bitrate (e.g., 64 kbs).

[0356] FIGS. 42-45 illustrate additional example pages that
are presented to a publisher after the publisher has uploaded
a media item to the server. Before these pages are presented,
the publisher uploads a media item through user upload page
4100 (shown in FIG. 41) or a similar page in some embodi-
ments.

[0357] FIG.42is amedia editing page 4200 associated with
a previously uploaded media item. The media editing page
4200 allows the publisher to define certain aspects of how the
media item will be used by the web site.

[0358] In this example, media editing page 4200 includes
prompts 4202, publication date selection section 4204, media
status selection section 4206, and save button 4208.

[0359] Prompts section 4202 prompts the publisher to iden-
tify whether comments should be allowed to be posted on a
media page for this media item, and whether users should be
allowed to rate the media item.

[0360] Insome situations the publisher may desire to limit
the publication dates of a media item. For example, a pub-
lisher may want to upload the media item before it has been
released the public. Publication date selection section 4204
allows the publisher to identity a starting date and an ending
date for the media item to be available through the web site.
[0361] Media status selection section 4206 prompts the
user to identify the status of the media, such as public or
private. A private media item, for example, may only be
available to a particular group.

[0362] Save button 4208 saves the data entered into the
media database (e.g., 103 shown in FIG. 1).

[0363] FIG. 43 is an example of a snack definition page
4300 associated with a previously uploaded media item.
Referring back to FIG. 25, the snack, meal, and dessert format
is used for a media page in some embodiments. The snack
definition page 4300 allows the publisher to define the media
item to be presented in snack window 2502. To do so, the
publisher selects browse button 4302 and, selects the desired
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file. The upload button 4304 is then selected to upload the
selected file to the server and to save the changes. A preview
of'the currently selected snack is provided in preview window
43006, if any.

[0364] FIG. 44 is an example of a dessert definition page
4400 associated with a previously uploaded media item.
Referring again back to FIG. 25, an example snack, meal, and
dessert format is used for a media page in some embodiments.
The dessert definition page 4400 allows the publisher to
define the content of the dessert window.

[0365] Inthis example, dessert definition page 4400 allows
the publisher to define one or more dessert displays. For a first
dessert display, dessert definition page 4400 includes a title
field 4402, description field 4404, link URL field 4406, image
selection section 4408, and save button 4410.

[0366] The publisher enters a title into the title field 4402
and a brief description into the description field 4404. To link
the dessert display to another page or web site, the URL for
the page or web site is entered in link URL field 4406. The
URL can be for the any page on the media distribution site
(such as a media page), or to an external web site, such as the
publishers own web site.

[0367] Ifdesired,athumbnail image is entered using image
selection section 4408. After all information has been
entered, the save button 4410 is selected to upload and to save
the information to the server.

[0368] If additional dessert displays are desired, the pub-
lisher selects the create another dessert button 4412 and
repeats the process discussed above for the next dessert dis-
play.

[0369] FIG. 45 is an example of a thumbnail definition page
4500 associated with a previously uploaded media item. On
some pages of the media distribution web site a thumbnail
image of the media item is displayed. For example, in some
embodiments when a media item is displayed in a list of
results in a media browsing page, the thumbnail image is
displayed. Thumbnail definition page 4500 is used by a pub-
lisher to define the image that should be used for the thumb-
nail display. To do so, the browse button is selected from
thumbnail definition page and the desired file selected. The
upload button 4504 is then selected to upload the selected file
and to save the changes to the server. A preview of the cur-
rently selected thumbnail, if any, is shown in preview window
4506.

[0370] The process illustrated and described above with
reference to FIGS. 42-45 works particularly well when lim-
ited numbers of media items are being provided at a time to
the media distribution system. There are times, however,
when a publisher desires to provide large quantities of media
items to the media distribution system at a time, such as when
the publisher first begins providing content to the media dis-
tribution system. In such situations, some embodiments also
utilize a method of providing media items to the media dis-
tribution system involving the use of a content ingestion
spreadsheet. The spreadsheet includes a plurality of columns
and a plurality of rows. Each row is used to define a separate
media item. Each column of the spreadsheet is used to pro-
vide information about the media item or about how the
media item should be used or presented in the web site. The
content ingestion spreadsheet allows a publisher to more
quickly define the information for a large number of media
items.

[0371] In one example, the spreadsheet has a plurality of
columns assigned to the following fields of basic information:
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Publisher Name, Publisher Media Item 1D, Media Item Title,
Artist, Description, Category, Tags, Media Type, Language,
Thumbnail, Meal, Streaming Snack, Price, Start Date, Inac-
tive Date, Allow Ratings, Allow Comments, Has Profanity. In
some embodiments, the spreadsheet further includes fields to
define one or more dessert displays, such as the following:
image, title, description, and URL. Multiple sets of columns
can be provided to allow multiple dessert displays. Other
embodiments include more or fewer columns. Other embodi-
ments include other different fields.

[0372] Insome embodiments the content ingestion spread-
sheet is provided by a page of a web site, but in other embodi-
ments spreadsheet software is used, such as Microsoft
EXCEL® spreadsheet software. The spreadsheet can be pro-
vided from the publisher to the media distribution system in
any desired manner, such as via e-mail or by uploading
through a spreadsheet upload page of the web site. The data is
then fed into the server by a software program that reads the
spreadsheet, automatically copies the data into the appropri-
ate locations in the database and uploads the identified media
item into the database.

[0373] FIG. 46 is a combined block diagram and flow chart
illustrating a method of tagging an item to convert the item
from user generated content to publisher content according to
the present disclosure. FIG. 46 includes a screen shot 4602 of
an example media page as viewed by a publisher who has
logged in to a web site (such as web site 1100). FIG. 46 also
includes a screen shot 4604 of an example media page after
the media item has been tagged by a publisher as including
content owned by the publisher. The method 4610 includes
operations 4612, 4614, and 4616.

[0374] When users are allowed to upload media items to a
web site (such as web site 1100), there is a risk that a user will
upload a media items that includes content owned by another.
For example, a video made by a user may have a copyrighted
song playing in the background. Because most publishers do
not want content that they own freely distributed across the
Internet, one solution is to allow publishers to report to the
Web site administrator potential violations. The web site
administrator reviews the media item and if a violation is
detected, removes the media item from the web site.

[0375] An alternative is the method of tagging media items
illustrated in FIG. 46. The method allows a publisher to tag a
media item including content owned by the publisher to con-
vert the media item to publisher content. Once converted, the
publisher controls the distribution of the media item. In this
way the publisher is able to benefit from the free publicity of
the media item, but can also select whether a payment should
be required by the user before distribution of the media item.
[0376] In some embodiments, a web server includes a tag
this item button 4606 on a media page when the media page
is being access by a publisher. If a publisher identifies content
within the media item that is owned (e.g., copyrighted) by the
publisher, the publisher clicks on tag this item button 4606
(operation 4612).

[0377] Once the tag this item button 4606 is selected,
operation 4614 is performed to convert the user generated
content to publisher content. Operation 4614 is performed by
the web server in some embodiments, but can also be per-
formed by an administrator in other embodiments.

[0378] Once the conversion has been completed, the pub-
lisher is then given the right to control the distribution of the
media item (operation 4616). Although the media item could
include additional content that is not copyrighted by the pub-
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lisher, such as content copyrighted by the user, the terms of
use agreement can specify that users relinquish any copy-
rights when content is uploaded to the web server, at least
with respect to distribution through the media distribution
system.

[0379] In some embodiments, the converted media item is
now listed among the publisher’s uploaded content, and the
publisher can use the publisher upload interface (such as
shown in FIG. 42-45) to define how the media item will be
distributed. For example, in some embodiments the publisher
defines the content of a snack window, a meal window, and a
dessert window, and sets a price for distribution of the full
content through the meal window. The publisher can set only
a portion of the full content as freely available in the snack
window in some embodiments, for example.

[0380] FIG. 47 is a screen shot of an example Resource
Center 4700 according to the present disclosure. In this
example, the Resource Center is a Diocese Resource Center.
In some embodiments Resource Center 4700 includes pri-
mary navigation bar 1302, ticker zone 4702, featured media
section 4704, introduction section 4706, inspiration section
4708, and footer links section 1310.

[0381] In this example, the Diocese Resource Center is
configured for a particular diocese, such as the Archdiocese of
Kansas City in Kansas as noted at the top of the page. The
resource center is an example of a group, discussed herein. In
some embodiments the Resource Center acts as a stand alone
web site. The Resource center can, in some embodiments
have its own URL that is associated with the name of the
group, rather than the name of the media distribution system
(or a sub-domain of the media distribution system).

[0382] Ticker zone 4702 is similar to ticker zone 1304
discussed herein with reference to FIGS. 13 and 14, but is
directed toward the interests of the particular Diocese. The
Ticker zone 4702 is used by the Diocese to highlight particu-
lar information or media items that are related to or recom-
mended by the Diocese.

[0383] Featured media section 4704 is similar to featured
media section 1306 described herein with reference to FIGS.
13 and 15. The Resource Center has access to all of the media
items available through the media database of the web site
(e.g., web site 1100). In some embodiments, media included
in the Resource Center includes only those media items that
have been approved by the Diocese. In some embodiments
the Diocese can tag media items from the media database as
being approved by the Diocese. Only those items are avail-
able through the Diocese Resource Center in some embodi-
ments.

[0384] Featured media section 4704 includes a Diocesan
Picks tab 4710 in some embodiments that suggests media
items that are recommended by the Diocese.

[0385] Introduction section 4706 is a section where an
introduction message is provided, similar to introduction sec-
tion 1312 described with reference to FIG. 13. This section
can also be used to inform users of important news relating to
the Diocese in some embodiments.

[0386] Inspiration section 4708 is a section where an image
or text-based message, or both are displayed. Inspiration sec-
tion 4708 is similar to inspirational section 1314 described
with reference to FIG. 13. In some embodiments the images
ortext-based messages are selected, approved, or provided by
the Diocese.

[0387] FIG. 48 is a screen shot of an example media brows-
ing page 4800 of a Resource Center, such as the example






