UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

BEFORE THE PATENT TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

VOLTAGE, LLC,
NINGBO VOLTAGE SMART PRODUCTION CO.
Petitioners

SHOALS TECHNOLOGIES GROUP, LLC
Patent Owner

Inter Partes Review No.: [IPR2026-00068
U.S. Patent No. 12,015,376

PETITIONERS’ REQUEST FOR REFUND OF POST-INSTITUTION FEE



IPR2026-00068 Request for Refund
U.S. Patent No. 12,015,376

Petitioners Voltage, LLC, and Ningbo WVoltage Smart Production Co.
(collectively, “Petitioners™) hereby file their request for refund of the $28,125 post
institution fee that was previously paid.

On October 16, 2025, Petitioners filed a petition for inter partes review of U.S.
Patent No. 12,015,376 and paid the USPTO a total of $51,875 at the time of filing
this petition, which included a $28,125 payment for the post-institution fee required
by 37 C.F.R. §§ 42.15(a)(1)-(4). The filed inter partes review petition was granted
a filing date on October 22, 2025. (Paper 3). The Board subsequently issued a
discretionary denial of institution of inter partes review on February 10, 2026.
(Paper 8). The Board terminated the proceeding before institution of the inter partes
review. The Petitioners are entitled to request a refund of the post-institution fee that
was previously paid and is entitled to this refund. See, e.g., 78 Fed. Reg. 4233 (Jan.
18,2013); PTAB E2E Frequently Asked Questions E7.

For at least the reasons set forth above, Petitioners file their request for a refund
of the post-institution fee that was previously paid and hereby request a refund of
the $28,125 post-institution fee previously paid by Petitioners.

The refund may be deposited in Deposit Account No. 05-1323 under reference
“Docket No. 125063.0000001.”

Therefore, Petitioners respectfully request a refund of the post-institution fee

for Inter Partes Review of U.S. Patent No. 12,015,376, IPR2026-00068.



DATED: February 17, 2026

IPR2026-00068 Request for Refund
U.S. Patent No. 12,015,376

Respectfully submitted,

By: /Scott L. Bittman/

Scott L. Bittman (Reg. No. 55,007)
CROWELL & MORING LLP
Two Manhattan West

375 Ninth Avenue

New York, NY 10001
sbittman@crowell.com

J. Benjamin Bai (Reg. No. 43,481)

KING & WOOD MALLESONS LLP
500 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10110
benjamin.bai@cn.kwm.com

Counsel for Voltage, LLC, and
Ningbo Voltage Smart Production Co.



IPR2026-00068 Request for Refund
U.S. Patent No. 12,015,376

Certificate of Service

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 42.6(e), I certify that the foregoing Request for
Refund of Post-Institution Fee will be served today via email on the following

counsel of record for the Patent Owner.

Lead Counsel Back-Up Counsel
Alison L. McCarthy (Reg. No. Bryan C. Smith (Reg. No. 59,767)
51,998) Troutman Pepper Locke LLP
Troutman Pepper Locke LLP 80 Linden Oaks, Suite 320
111 Huntington Avenue, 9th Floor Rochester, NY 14625
Boston, MA 02199 Tel: (585) 270-2141
Tel: (617) 204-5109 Fax: (212) 704-6288
Fax: (617) 204-5150 Bryan.Smith@Troutman.com
Alison.McCarthy@Troutman.com

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: February 17, 2026 /Scott L. Bittman/
Scott L. Bittman




