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DYNAMICALLY ADAPTIVE NETWORK 
FIREWALLS AND METHOD, SYSTEMAND 

COMPUTER PROGRAMI PRODUCT 
IMPLEMENTING SAME 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 12/579,566, filed Oct. 15, 2009, now U.S. Pat. 
No. 8,032,933, issued on Oct. 4, 2011, entitled “DYNAMI 
CALLY ADAPTIVE NETWORK FIREWALLS AND 
METHOD, SYSTEM AND COMPUTER PROGRAM 
PRODUCT IMPLEMENTING SAME, which is a continu 
ation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 1 1/076,719, filed 
Mar. 10, 2005, issued on Oct. 27, 2009 as U.S. Pat. No. 
7,610,621, entitled “SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR 
BEHAVIOR-BASED FIREWALL MODELING, which 
claims priority from Provisional Application No. 60/551,698, 
filed Mar. 10, 2004, entitled “SYSTEM AND METHOD 
FOR BEHAVIOR-BASED FIREWALL MODELING. This 
application also relates to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 
10/683,317, filed Oct. 10, 2003, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,117,639, 
issued on Feb. 14, 2012, entitled “SYSTEMAND METHOD 
FOR PROVIDING ACCESS CONTROL, and Provisional 
Application No. 60/551,703, entitled “SYSTEM AND 
METHOD FOR PROVIDING A CENTRALIZED 
DESCRIPTIONACONFIGURATION OF CLIENT 
DEVICES ON A NETWORKACCESS GATEWAY.” filed 
Mar. 10, 2004. All applications referenced herein are hereby 
fully incorporated by reference. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

Embodiments disclosed herein relate generally to network 
firewall designs and methodologies and more specifically to 
network firewalls that can dynamically adapt to changing 
conditions and operator requirements. 

BACKGROUND 

The communication of data over networks has become an 
important, if not essential, way for many organizations and 
individuals to communicate. The Internet is a global network 
connecting millions of computers using a client-server archi 
tecture in which any computer connected to the Internet can 
potentially receive data from and send data to any other com 
puter connected to the Internet. The Internet provides a vari 
ety of methods in which to communicate data, one of the most 
ubiquitous of which is the World WideWeb. Other methods 
for communicating data over the Internet include e-mail, 
usenet newsgroups, telnet and FTP. 

Users typically access the Internet either through a com 
puter connected to an Internet Service Provider ("ISP") or 
computer connected to a local area network (“LAN) pro 
vided by an organization, which is in turn connected to an ISP. 
The network service provider provides a point of presence to 
interface with the Internet backbone. Routers and switches in 
the backbone direct data traffic between the various ISPs. 
As the number of networked devices has increased, so too 

has the amount and nature of network traffic. One unfortunate 
side effect is the evolution of destructive or unauthorized 
access to the data or operations of networked devices. As a 
result, technological advances have produced a general class 
of network service known as a “firewall', which can block or 
limit access to computers, networks and services “inside the 
firewall, from access by any network devices “outside' the 
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2 
firewall. Representation of “inside' and “outside a firewall is 
analogous to physical security and protection, where some 
thing “inside' is protected from something “outside'. Hence, 
firewall technology and services normally have one network 
interface connected to the general internet or an unprotected 
segment of any network and the protected computer and 
network assets are located behind another network interface 
controlled by the firewall that is a different, protected network 
Segment. 

Typically, network firewalls are configured in a static man 
ner, wherein the firewalls configuration is established and 
changes infrequently. 

Firewalls are potentially complicated structures that are 
generally maintained manually by a skilled professional. 
Firewall owners must therefore limit themselves to simple 
and inflexible features provided by typical network applica 
tions/devices, or they must invest in professionals who are 
skilled enough to construct and maintain firewalls to their 
specifications. In other words, the skilled firewall profes 
sional provides the intelligence, decision-making and flex 
ibility that is lacking in static firewall technology. 

Previous firewall implementations are typically limited in 
two ways: (1) they are embedded in an inflexible hardware 
platform with no ability to expand and/or (2) they offer only 
a very simple set of user-visible features both because they 
have no expandability and because they lack the conceptual 
model to express more advanced features in a way that is 
convenient for customers to use. These solutions are inad 
equate because they limit the power of the features available 
tO CustomerS. 

While statically configured firewalls serve a purpose for 
protecting static network and computing assets, the ability to 
dynamically reconfigure firewalls in a changing network 
environment represents a significant evolutionary step in net 
work firewall technology. Dynamic firewalls can monitor 
transient network client connections and adjust themselves to 
optimally serve and protect a dynamically changing network 
client population on both “sides of a firewall. 

SUMMARY 

Embodiments disclosed herein expose a conceptual model 
of firewall structure that makes it far easier to construct an 
automated system to bridge the gap between the desires of 
users and the technical implementation of those desires. 
One embodiment of the automated system provides a new 

level of flexibility including, but not limited to, dynamically 
adding new network interface abstractions or groupings of 
interface abstractions and tailoring the behavior of those 
abstractions to the network client devices specific needs. The 
automated System enables the firewall owner to generally 
describe how the firewall should behave, and the automated 
system can automatically produce the requisite, specific fire 
wall configuration, without detailed manipulation by a 
human operator. 
One embodiment models sources and destinations of net 

work traffic (e.g., client, Virtual Private Network, and Wide 
Area Network-side devices) as “nodes' that exhibit particular 
sets of behaviors. Network interface devices (including vir 
tual devices) can then be associated with one of the nodes and 
assigned the same behaviors/rules as all other devices in that 
particular node. In this way, the data flows between devices 
can be monitored and controlled according to the behaviors 
and rules of each device. 

Another embodiment extends the aforementioned behav 
ior description and configuration to modeling the connections 
between nodes and not just the devices (virtual or physical) of 

FORTINET EX1001 Page 9



US 8,397.282 B2 
3 

a particular node. That is to say, not only do the devices 
belonging to a node can exhibit particular behaviors, but the 
connections between each node can also exhibit particular 
behaviors. 

Another embodiment defines a conceptual framework of 5 
the firewall and elucidates the flow of traffic through the 
gateway and provides a level of abstraction that can be under 
stood and manipulated by human operators to tailor the sys 
tems behaviors to their needs. 

Another embodiment enables the firewall to react dynami 
cally to important changes such as, but not limited to, the 
addition or removal of physical or virtual network interfaces. 
This can be especially important for certain applications 
because the embodiment permits the deployment of unso 
phisticated, general implementation technologies (i.e., off 
the-shelf hardware) and does not require a custom hardware 
platform. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A more complete understanding of the invention and the 
advantages thereof may be acquired by referring to the fol 
lowing description, taken in conjunction with the accompa 
nying drawings in which like reference indicates like features 
and wherein: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a set of nodes for a firewall model; 
FIG. 2 illustrates a set of firewall rules; and 
FIG. 3 illustrates aspects of behaviors applied to packet 

traversal through the firewall model. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The following applications are hereby fully incorporated 
by reference herein in their entirety: U.S. application Ser. No. 
10/683,317, filed Oct. 10, 2003, pending, entitled “SYSTEM 
AND METHOD FOR PROVIDING ACCESS CONTROL: 
Provisional Application No. 60/551,698, filed Mar. 10, 2004, 
entitled SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR BEHAVIOR 
BASED FIREWALL MODELING”: Provisional Applica 
tion No. 60/551,754, filed Mar. 10, 2004, entitled “SYSTEM 
AND METHOD FOR COMPREHENSIVE CODE GEN 
ERATION FOR SYSTEM MANAGEMENT, which con 
verted into U.S. application Ser. No. 11/078,223, filed Mar. 
10, 2005, entitled “SYSTEMAND METHOD FOR COM 
PREHENSIVE CODE GENERATION FOR SYSTEM 
MANAGEMENT issued as U.S. Pat. No. 7,509,625; Provi 
sional Application No. 60/551,703, filed Mar. 10, 2004 
entitled “SYSTEMAND METHOD FOR PROVIDING A 
CENTRALIZED DESCRIPTIONACONFIGURATION OF 
CLIENT DEVICES ON A NETWORK ACCESS GATE 
WAY'; Provisional Application No. 60/551,702, filed Mar. 
10, 2004, entitled “SYSTEMAND METHOD FORACCESS 
SCOPE CONTROL (“WALLED GARDENS) FOR CLI 
ENTS OF ANETWORKACCESS GATEWAY.” which con 
verted into U.S. application Ser. No. 11/076,591, filed Mar. 
10, 2005, pending, entitled “METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR 
CONTROLLING NETWORK ACCESS; Provisional 
Application No. 60/551,699, filed Mar. 10, 2004, entitled 
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR DYNAMIC BAND 
WIDTH CONTROL: Provisional Application No. 60/551, 
697, filed Mar. 10, 2004, entitled “SYSTEMAND METHOD 
FOR DETECTION OF ABERRANT NETWORK BEHAV 
IOR BY CLIENTS OF A NETWORK ACCESS GATE 
WAY.” which converted into U.S. application Ser. No. 1 1/076, 
652, filed Mar. 10, 2005, issued as U.S. Pat. No. 7,590,728, 
entitled “SYSTEMAND METHOD FOR DETECTION OF 
ABERRANT NETWORKBEHAVIOR BY CLIENTS OFA 
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4 
NETWORKACCESS GATEWAY.”: Provisional Application 
No. 60/551,705, filed Mar. 10, 2004, entitled “SYSTEM 
AND METHOD FOR DOUBLE-CAPTUREADOUBLE 
REDIRECT TO A DIFFERENT LOCATION, which con 
verted into U.S. application Ser. No. 1 1/076,646, filed Mar. 
10, 2005, issued as U.S. Pat. No. 7,665,130, entitled “SYS 
TEM AND METHOD FOR DOUBLE-CAPTUREA 
DOUBLE-REDIRECT TO A DIFFERENT LOCATION: 
Provisional Application No. 60/551,704, filed Mar. 10, 2004, 
entitled SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR NETWORK 
MANAGEMENT XML ARCHITECTURAL ABSTRAC 
TION,” which converted into U.S. application Ser. No. 
11/076,672, filed Mar. 10, 2005, abandoned, entitled “SYS 
TEMAND METHOD FOR NETWORK MANAGEMENT 
XML ARCHITECTURAL ABSTRACTION; and Provi 
sional Application No. 60/551,703, filed Mar. 10, 2005, 
entitled “SYSTEMAND METHOD FOR PROVIDING A 
CENTRALIZED DESCRIPTIONACONFIGURATION OF 
CLIENT DEVICES ON A NETWORK ACCESS GATE 
WORK 
The invention considers the firewall as implemented within 

a device, service or server at the nexus of two network seg 
ments but, at a conceptual level, it appears more like any other 
network traffic origination or destination device; i.e., while 
the functional aspects of a firewall may differentiate itself 
from other network infrastructure devices or services, at a 
conceptual level it inspects, marks, prioritizes and routes 
traffic similar to other network packet handling service. 

Embodiments disclosed herein seek to abstract the diverse 
set of network and firewall operations into a generalization of 
activities amongst “nodes' in the firewall model. With a basic 
conceptual model, all firewall behavior can be characterized 
as high-level operations on network traffic flowing through 
the firewall. 
The firewall is the nexus in a fully-interconnected graph 

(FIG. 1) with four nodes. Each node in FIG. 1 is simulta 
neously a source of and destination for network packets. 
Packets travel between nodes over intra-firewall connections 
within the firewall model. Implementations of intra-firewall 
connections can be software, in-memory implementations or 
can be hardware, signaling implementations. A non-limiting 
example of a Software, in-memory implementation can be 
realized through a computer program product comprising a 
computer readable storage medium storing computer pro 
gram code executable by a computer. As one of ordinary skill 
in the art can appreciate, a computer memory is a non-limiting 
example of a computer readable storage medium. 

There are three essential stages to a packet's journey 
through the firewall model: 

Arriving, node-specific behaviors. Where network traffic is 
inspected upon arrival at a node in the firewall model and 
the model acts upon this traffic, based on its configura 
tion at the time of the traffic arrival and the processing 
node's capabilities. 

Connection-specific behaviors. Some behaviors are con 
textually important when considered as part of a con 
nection between two nodes in the firewall model. When 
network traffic flows over the connection it can be 
inspected and handled at one or both of the node end 
points of the connection. 

Departing, node-specific behaviors. Where network traffic 
is inspected prior to departure from a node and the fire 
wall acts upon this traffic, based on its configuration at 
the time of the traffic departure and the processing 
node's capabilities. 

Embodiments disclosed herein can employ existing oper 
ating system mechanisms to implement the concepts. For 
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example, the Linux operating system has a Subsystem known 
as “iptables' (for Internet Protocol Tables) that offers a “rule' 
Syntax for representing the logic of packet handling through 
the Linux system. 
As illustrated in FIG. 2, and described below, the firewall 

employs dynamic chains of rules (serialized sequences of one 
or more rules) to “tap' into the main firewall chains and offer 
isolated, well-defined places for specific behavior to be intro 
duced. One reason for functional extensions is to enrich the 
firewall rule predicate or antecedent functionality to provide 
more functionality as domain-specific applications require or 
as general network technology evolves. 

To dynamically integrate devices or interfaces, the firewall 
defines the following objects: 

Device Represents a source or sink of network traffic. In 
the firewall conceptual framework, a “device' can be 
mapped to a physical device or network interface, or it 
can be mapped to a virtual device; e.g., a virtual private 
network (VPN) is an abstraction of routes, keys and 
permissions that represent a virtual network segment, 
the firewall can manipulate the facets of a VPN through 
a VPN device in the firewall abstraction nomenclature. 
Devices always belong to nodes when they are active. 

Chain Represents a list of one or more firewall rules. A 
firewall rule has the normal predicate/antecedent format, 
where elements of the predicate must match before the 
actions of the antecedent are enacted. Chains of firewall 
rules are linear and serial, as the name implies. 

Node Could be any one of the nodes represented in FIG. 
1. A Node can have any number of Services or Devices. 

Service—Represents a node-specific or connection-spe 
cific behavior. A service may be a collection of atomic 
behaviors that are cohesive in their functionality and 
represent a largerpiece of utility to the system. Any node 
or connection may have one or more services. 

When a new device is introduced to the firewall system, a 
new Device object is created and placed in the Null node, 
which has no services (behaviors) and is not connected to any 
other node. The new device is then moved to the Node to 
which it belongs. A Device can be moved from one node to 
another. The process of “moving a device from one node to 
another deletes existing behaviors and States and associates 
WOS. 

When a device is deleted from the system, its Device object 
is moved to the Null node and then left to die (e.g., at object 
cleanup). In one implementation, a Java Virtual Machine 
provides garbage collection for null-ed firewall objects. 

Connections between nodes, as represented in FIG. 1, are 
also created dynamically and can migrate or redefine their 
endpoints as the firewall system deems necessary. 
One of the strengths of the firewall is its careful identifica 

tion and segmentation of traffic flows. Each such flow is 
represented by the concept of a connection between nodes. 
Just as nodes have behaviors, so do connections. Some of the 
transformations applied to a packet depend entirely on the 
node through which the packet arrives or departs. Additional 
transformations can be associated with the connection 
through which the packet travels, without regard to the nodes 
between which the packet is traveling. FIG. 3 illustrates the 
salient aspects of behaviors applied to packet traversal 
through the firewall model. Thus, in a generic and customiz 
able way, basic facilities can be adjusted by tailoring the 
specific behaviors of the various connections. 
One important example of this is the connection between 

the Clients node and the WAN node. Packets that bear the 
mark of a client that is authorized to use the WAN connection 
are permitted to flow along this connection and arrive at the 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

6 
WAN node. Packets from clients that don’t have this autho 
rization are blocked. Network communications port blocking 
is typically a Client-specific behavior; i.e., in this embodi 
ment's conceptual model, port blocking is germane only to 
network client device traffic and, hence, network port block 
ing is only considered when network client traffic is consid 
ered (i.e., traffic from the client node). 
Network portforwarding is specific to the connection from 

the WAN node to the Clients node. In other words, packet 
processing is performed based on rules associated with the 
connection rather than the nodes. The nature of network port 
forwarding is that “outside' traffic—meaning, network traffic 
originating on the outside of the firewall, from the Wide-Area 
Network will be addressed to a particular port as received 
by the firewall, whereupon the firewall will pass that network 
traffic, but may change the port as seen by the packet desti 
nation device. 
Network Address Translation (NAT), is a WAN-specific 

behavior. NATed network packets have source and/or desti 
nation addresses translated to/from an internal network 
address that is not publicly available on the general network 
(or Internet). NATing is a mechanism for employing a single, 
public Internet Protocol Address (IPADDR) to represent a 
number of client devices behind a NATing service. NATed 
packets present a slightly different form of forwarding prob 
lem for firewalls, but it is akin to port forwarding or port 
translation, as the firewall must maintain a state table to keep 
track of NATed addresses or translated ports. 

Every packet that arrives at the firewall receives a 32-bit 
mark (or other mark depending on implementation) that iden 
tifies how that packet is attributed. This is fundamental to 
accounting and authorization models, where network client 
traffic must be tracked. The firewall uses marks to, among 
other things, decide if packets are permitted to reach their 
destinations. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the experience of a network packet as it 
travels through the firewall from its arriving node to its 
departing node. FIG. 2B is an extension of the tree graph of 
FIG. 2A as indicated. The path the tree graph takes is a 
depth-first, in-order traversal of the tree depicted in FIG. 2. In 
FIG. 2, the node (clients) corresponds to the defined nod LAN 
in FIG. 1. 
To help reflect the structure of the firewall, rule chains are 

given names in a hierarchical name space. Immediately below 
the root are subtrees with names “A”, “M”, “D’ and “X”. 
These character identifiers provide a namespace separate for 
rules governing the firewalls behavior. 

Rule chains essentially represent predicate/antecedent rule 
logic and can be classified as classic production rules systems 
as known in the Artificial Intelligence community. The tree 
nodes of a rule chain is a specific representation of a more 
general Boolean logic structure where each node in a chain 
tree that is traversed represented AND’d predicate logic in 
Boolean form. Additionally, exits from a rule chain (i.e., 
reaching leaf nodes) or jumps to other rule chains represent 
the antecedent portion of the rule. 

Said differently, rule chains represent classic “If Then 
logic, as might be supported by the syntax of a Software 
programming language. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a representative set of firewall rules that 
handles NATd, MASQUERAD'd, VPN’d, port blocked, 
port forwarded and client authenticated traffic. While not an 
exhaustive list of firewall capabilities, these firewall functions 
are relatively standard and basic capabilities that can be found 
in most firewall implementations. These basic capabilities 
serve as an example from which to explain the dynamic 
firewall rule chain logic and are not meant to be an exhaustive 
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or limiting list of capabilities. One main embodiment of the 
invention is the ability to dynamically extend, prune or oth 
erwise modify these firewall rule chain sets as functional 
requirements or the network operating environment changes. 
The arriving (:A) sub-tree (represented at 202) prepares 

packets to enter the matrix. This is where packets are marked, 
de-NATed (if Network Address Translation has occurred), 
de-MASOUERADEd and redirected. Since the purpose of 
this sub-tree is packet “conditioning, its rules only change 
network packets, and do not drop or accept them. Along with 
the :D sub-tree (see below), these rules implement the behav 
iors of nodes. 

In the rule chain represented by 218, the antecedent portion 
of the: A rule chain redirects a network packet based on a port 
forwarding rule. Specifically, this rule (218) rewrites a por 
tion of the network packet header, either changing the desti 
nation address orport, so that the packet arrives at an alternate 
location, once the packet departs the firewall, than originally 
addressed. In this example, the packet header contents are 
modified as a result of this: A rule chain. 

In the : A rule chain represented by 224, a packets protocol 
is detected and “captured', before a determination is made as 
to where the packet may next proceed. This particular rule 
chain represents a common manner for capturing unautho 
rized network clients and either forcing them to authenticate 
themselves (usually against an authentication server like 
LDAP) or simply redirecting them to a constrained location 
on the network where their ability to view network resources 
is limited. 

It is important to note, at this point, that the rule chains 
represented by FIG. 2 are composite rules chains of the entire 
firewall model and do not describe rule chains at any particu 
lar node or attached to any particular inter-node connection. 
For certain rules, especially those annotated as departing to or 
arriving from Clients or the WAN, there are likely logically 
constrained attachment points so that they work properly; 
e.g., A: chains dealing with incoming Client packets are likely 
attached to the LAN interface (logical, physical or virtual), 
since network Clients connect to a firewall via the LAN 
interface. Attachment points for other rule chains may be 
deferred to implementation details, based on the implemen 
tation technology or optimization requirements (speed, 
memory or cost). 

In the matrix (M) sub-tree (represented at 204), packets 
are routed through different chains depending on their source 
and destination nodes. The main purpose of this sub-tree is to 
decide if packets deserve to arrive at their destination, so the 
rules in this sub-tree only accept or drop packets, not change 
them. These rules implement the behaviors of the connections 
between nodes. More specifically, :M chains can be attached 
to the incoming/outgoing interfaces of nodes themselves, or 
attached to the inter-node connections. 
The departing (D) sub-tree (represented at 206), post 

processes packets that have successfully navigated the 
matrix. Packets that arrive here deserve to be transmitted, so 
the rules in this Sub-tree only change packets, not drop or 
accept them. This is where packets are NATed and MAS 
QUERADEd. Along with the : A sub-tree, these rules imple 
ment the behaviors of nodes. :D chains are normally associ 
ated with nodes that have interfaces (logical, physical, 
virtual) with network segments outside of the firewall model. 
The X subtree contains chains that are compact, well 

identified places where rules can be inserted and deleted 
dynamically. Packets arrive at these chains from well-identi 
fied "taps” in the main pathway. These taps are indicated 
throughout FIG. 2 by “=> pointing at the name of the X 
chain that will receive packets. This is shown, for example, at 
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8 
208. :X chains exist for extensibility and may be provided, a 
priori, as part of the firewall implementation or may be 
dynamically loaded as part of a firewalls configuration or 
runtime reconfiguration. 

In any tree structure, there are ultimately “leaves” of the 
tree, from which there are no child nodes. FIG. 2 demon 
strates leaf chains, which have suffixes that indicate how they 
behave. “: Accept chains, such as that represented at 210, 
have rules with ACCEPT targets. When a packet matches an 
ACCEPT target, the packet immediately jumps out of the 
current Sub-tree, and moves to the next. Accept chains are 
useful for forming Boolean OR constructs. For example, the 
following series of rules might appearin a chain that needs to 
accept packets that match any of the tests “A”, “B” or “C”. 
each of which are implemented in their own chain. As an 
example, the “iptables' utility available from the Linux Oper 
ating System environment uses the following syntax to enable 
rules: 
iptables -t filter-A ExampleChain - TestA:Accept 
iptables -t filter-A ExampleChain - TestB:Accept 
iptables -t filter-A ExampleChain - TestC:Accept 

According to one embodiment, the default policy in the:M 
sub-tree is DROP. That is, if a packet traverses the entire :M 
sub-tree and never matches an ACCEPT target, it will be 
dropped. 

“:Drop' chains, such as that represented at 212, have rules 
with DROP targets. When a packet encounters a DROP target, 
it is discarded and will never be delivered to its destination. 

“:Pass' chains, such as that represented at 214, have rules 
with RETURN targets, and a single DROP target at the end. A 
RETURN target causes the packet to jump out of the current 
chain and resume its path through the “calling chain. Each 
rule other than the final DROP describes a packets that should 
be “passed on to further processing. Packets that match none 
of the RETURN rules encounter the DROP rule and are 
discarded. Since the DROP target in a pass chain must stay at 
the end of the chain, new rules, according to one embodiment, 
must be inserted, rather than appended. 

Pass chains are useful for forming Boolean AND con 
structs. For example, the following series of rules might 
appearina chain that needs to pass only packets that match all 
the tests “A”, “B” and “C”, each of which are implemented in 
their own chain. As an example, the “iptables' utility avail 
able from the Linux Operating System environment uses the 
following syntax to enable rules: 
iptables -t filter-A ExampleChain - TestA:Pass 
iptables -t filter-A ExampleChain - TestB:Pass 
iptables -t filter-A ExampleChain - TestC:Pass 

“:Mark' chains, such as that represented at 216, have rules 
with MARK targets. These rules write packet marks accord 
ing to various criteria. These chains appear only in the A 
Sub-tree because packets must be accounted for as soon as 
they arrive. 

“:Redirect' chains, like that shown at 218, have rules with 
REDIRECT targets. These rules usually change a packets 
destination address and/or port. 

“:Skip' chains (e.g., shown at 220) are like pass chains, 
these chains have rules with RETURN targets. Unlike pass 
chains, skip chains have something other than a DROP target 
at the end. Each rule other than the final one describes packets 
that should skip whatever processing the final rule offers. 
Packets that match none of the RETURN rules are processed 
by the final rule. Since the final rule must stay at the end of the 
chain, new rules, according to one embodiment, must be 
inserted, rather than appended. 

“:S (:J) chains are “services” (described below). The 
names of nodes that Subscribe to a service are shown in 
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parentheses after the chain. For each :S chain (e.g., shown at 
222), there is a :J chain that is not shown. 
A “service' is a set of rules that operate on packets in a very 

specific way (e.g., masquerading outgoing packets, or cap 
turing incoming packets). Every service has two chains. The 
first chain has a name ending with :S. This chain appears in 
the packet pathway in a specific place and is guaranteed to see 
all packets flowing through the firewall. The second chain has 
a name ending with : J and contains the rules that actually 
implement the service. Packets that need the service are 
directed through the second chain by a jumper in the first 
chain. This is analogous to a hardware jumper used to enable 
a feature. 

For example, HTTP requests arriving from the Clients 
node must be captured if the given client is not authorized. 
Thus, the:A:Redir:HTTPCap:S (shown at 224) can contain a 
rule that causes packets coming from eth0 to the :A:Redir: 
HTTPCap:J chain. The rules in the :A:Redir: HTTPCap:J 
chain arrange for the capture of unauthorized packets. 
One example of Mark Space Allocation employs a 32-bit 

number that travels with the packet when its in the system— 
it is lost as soon as the packet enters a device. Marks can be 
read and written by rules in the firewall. They can also be read 
(but not written) by the routing and bandwidth control sys 
tems. Thus, firewall rules can be used to control how packets 
are routed and scheduled for transmission. 

It can be noted from FIG. 2 that rules can be applied to 
nodes or connections between nodes. For example, rule 208 is 
applied to the node "clients' (represented by the (clients) in 
the rule). A rule associated with the clients node will be 
applied to packets to/from devices or services associated with 
the clients node in the firewall model. Rules can also be 
associated with connections. For example, for the chain 
shown in FIG. 2B: 
M:X:WAN-X-Clients =>:X:Network:Accept 

=>:X: PortForwarding: Accept 
=>:X: PortXlation: Accept 

The rules are applied to packets flowing on the connection 
between the WAN node and the clients node. 
When a packet arrives at the firewall, it is automatically 

assigned a mark of Zero (the “unmarked mark). As quickly as 
possible, the firewall attempts to assign a mark that attributes 
the packet to whichever party is best accountable for it. This 
is important for two reasons: 

It tells the firewall, bandwidth control and routing systems 
how to treat a packet. For example, priority channel packets 
are passed immediately by the firewall, and then transmitted 
by the bandwidth control system as soon as they arrive. Pack 
ets with client marks are passed conditionally, depending on 
whether or not the owning client has the proper authorization, 
and then scheduled for transmission by the bandwidth control 
system in accordance with the client's provisioning. 

It also tells the firewall how to account for a packet. In order 
for the firewall to send proper accounting reports, it must be 
able to match a packet to a client or other accounting entity. 
When the firewall marks a packet, it enables the firewall to do 
this. 

The table below shows one embodiment of how the mark 
name space is allocated: 

Mark (hex) Description 

OOOO Unmarked 
OOO1-Off RESERVED 
1xxx System traffic marks (4K marks) 
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10 
-continued 

Mark (hex) Description 

1OOO Unattributed 
1001 Firewall 
10O2 VPN 
10O3-1 fff RESERVED 
2xxx Static clients (4kmarks) 
3xxx Dynamic clients (4k marks) 
4000-fffe Per-IP Bandwidth Control 
Fff MAC address bypass 

The mark ranges are in order of numerical value, but are 
also in order of “mark priority'. For example, a dynamic 
client mark has a higher priority than the firewall mark. This 
is why a packet traveling from a client to the firewall merits 
both marks, but will receive the client’s mark. Notice that the 
priority channel has the highest priority mark. This means 
that packets from a client that travels over the priority channel 
will be attributed to the priority channel—not the client from 
which it came. 

All packets get “OX0000” mark automatically when they 
enter the firewall. A packet will receive a more informative 
mark if it can be attributed. These packets have limited per 
mission to travel through the firewall and are very susceptible 
to being captured. 
The “OX1XXX' range (where XXX is a 3-digit hexadecimal 

range from 000 to fff) is used to mark packets that cannot be 
specifically attributed with a higher mark, but can be identi 
fied by the node to/from which they are traveling. Currently, 
there are only two marks in this range: firewall and VPN. 
There is no Clients mark because all packets traveling to/from 
the Clients node are given the appropriate client mark. There 
is no WAN mark because all packets traveling to/from the 
WAN node are given other marks. 
An important use for this range is exemplified by the VPN 

mark. When packets depart through the ipsec() pseudo-de 
vice, they generate new packets that emerge from the firewall 
and leave through the physical ethl device. Thus, tunneled 
VPN traffic competes with clients and other elements of the 
system to consume bandwidth on the ethl device. For that 
reason, these packets must be marked so they can be 
accounted for. 

According to one embodiment, new nodes can be dynami 
cally generated for new pseudo-devices that, like the VPN, 
will generate packets that must flow out through a physical 
device. Each such node will be allocated a mark from this 
range. :D rule chains implement packet handling for pseudo 
devices as the packets depart the firewall. 

Packets receive the “OX1000 firewall mark if they are 
arriving from or destined for the firewall and do not already 
have a higher-priority mark. 

Packets receive the “0x1001” VPN mark if they are carry 
ing tunnel traffic for a VPN node. 
Marks for static clients are allocated from the “OX2XXX” 

range (where XXX is the hexadecimal range 000 to fff). Notice 
that this is a lowerpriority range than dynamic clients. That is, 
ifa packet merits both a static and dynamic client mark, it will 
receive the dynamic client mark. 
Marks for dynamic clients are allocated from range 

OX3XXX, where XXX is the hexadecimal range 000 to fff. 
The "Oxfxxx' range is used to mark packets belong to 

various unaccounted categories. 
The mark “Oxf)00 applies to packets that qualify for 

MAC Address Bypass. 
The "Oxffff mark applies to packets in the priority chan 

nel. 
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Packets departing from the router node receive marks in 
this order: 

Apply a client’s mark to packets departing through a device 
owned by the client. 

Apply a clients mark to packets with a destination IP 
address owned by the client. 

For any packets that don't yet have a mark: 
Apply the VPN mark to unmarked IPv6-Crypt protocol 

packets. 
Apply the firewall mark to unmarked packets. 
If the packet can be attributed to a network client, it will be. 

Otherwise, it will be attributed to the firewall. Since the fire 
wall doesn't participate in VPN tunnels with clients, the VPN 
mark will never apply. 
VPN tunnel traffic will be IPv6-Crypt protocol, and will 

receive the VPN mark. All other traffic will receive the fire 
wall mark. 

Packets destined for the router node receive additional 
marks in this order: 

Apply the VPN mark to unmarked IPv6-Crypt protocol 
packets. 

Apply the firewall mark to unmarked packets. 
Packets arriving from the Clients node receive marks in this 

order: 
Apply a clients mark to packets arriving from a device 
owned by the client. 

Apply a client’s mark to packets with a source IP address 
owned by the client. 

Apply the MAC address bypass mark to qualifying pack 
etS. 

Apply the priority channel mark to qualifying packets. 
Apply additional marks in this order: 
Apply the VPN mark to unmarked IPv6-Crypt protocol 

packets. 
Apply the firewall mark to unmarked packets. 
Packets arriving from the VPN node receive marks in this 

order: 
Apply a client’s mark to packets departing through a device 
owned by the client. 

Apply a clients mark to packets with a destination IP 
address owned by the client. 

Apply additional marks in this order: 
Apply the VPN mark to unmarked IPv6-Crypt protocol 

packets. 
Apply the firewall mark to unmarked packets. 
Client marks, according to one embodiment, will never 

apply to this traffic. Tunnel within tunnel traffic will receive 
the VPN mark, just like tunnel traffic through the WAN node. 
All remaining traffic will receive the firewall mark. 

Packets arriving from the WAN node receive marks in this 
order: 

Apply a client’s mark to packets departing through a device 
owned by the client. 

Apply a clients mark to packets with a destination IP 
address owned by the client. 

Apply additional marks in this order: 
Apply the VPN mark to unmarked IPv6-Crypt protocol 

packets. 
Apply the firewall mark to unmarked packets. 
According to one embodiment, client marks will never 

apply to this traffic. Tunnel traffic will receive the VPN mark. 
All remaining traffic will receive the firewall mark. 

If the packet can be attributed to a client, it will be. Other 
wise, it will be unmarked. Note that port forwarded and port 
translated traffic that is not directed at a specific client will be 
unmarked. One way to insure that this traffic is marked and 
accounted for would be to set up a static client. 
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12 
One embodiment includes a conceptual model represent 

ing a network firewall that separates firewall functionality 
into individually configurable and controllable components. 

Another embodiment includes the conceptual model, 
wherein the hardware or component technology used to host 
a firewall model Simplementation is indistinct from commer 
cial off-the-shelf components and, therefore, the firewall is 
driven by a dynamically reconfigurable implementation of 
the firewall model. A non-limiting example of a dynamically 
reconfigurable implementation of the firewall model can be 
realized through a computer program product comprising a 
computer readable storage medium storing computer pro 
gram code executable by a computer. One of ordinary skill in 
the art can appreciate that many Suitable computer readable 
storage media exist. 

Yet another embodiment includes a conceptual model, 
where a set of firewalls can be dynamically reconfigurable 
and managed as a cohesive group of firewall nodes in a 
network implementation comprised of several LAN and 
WAN segments needing firewall protection. In a system of 
firewalls, each protecting a separate network segment, sys 
tem-wide policies can be implemented by downloading iden 
tical sets of rule chains to each firewall, as a representation of 
common firewall configurations. It may also be desirable to 
“clone-n-hone' firewall configurations, which occurs with a 
common rule chain configuration is provided to each firewall 
in a system of firewalls and individual firewalls receive local 
ized customizations, tailoring their behavior to the needs of a 
particular network segment. Localized rule chain modifica 
tions make it possible to extend/modify an individual fire 
walls behavior, based on a general behavior policy. 

According to one embodiment, the firewall behaviors can 
be described as predicate/antecedent rule logic acting upon 
dynamic data from both the configuration space of the fire 
wall as well as changing network State and client connectivity. 
The rule chain predicates (“If portions of a rule) act on data 
that is potentially available from multiple sources: 

Configuration data of the firewall (e.g., its Internet Protocol 
Address, its local identification string, the version of the 
firewall rule chain set, etc.) 

Data arriving in the network packet itself (e.g., the origi 
nation or destination address, the protocol, portions of 
the payload data, etc.) 

Data available through firewall extensions (:)x rule chains) 
that may be monitoring network traffic flows for activity 
spikes or lulls or, perhaps, a device monitoring extension 
that polls a timer or instrumentation device for time 
sensitive data. 

While the invention has been described with reference to 
particular embodiments, it should be understood that the 
embodiments are illustrative and that the scope of the inven 
tion is not limited to these embodiments. Many variations, 
modifications, additions and improvements to the embodi 
ments described above are possible. It is contemplated that 
these variations, modifications, additions and improvements 
fall within the scope of the invention as detailed in the fol 
lowing claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method for controlling data through a firewall per 

formed on at least one data controlling computer having 
computer instructions stored on at least one non-transitory 
computer readable medium, comprising: 

defining at least one node, wherein the at least one node is 
associated with two or more network interfaces; 

associating a set offirewall rules with the at least one node: 
receiving a packet at a first node of the at least one node: 

and 
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accepting or denying the packet based on the set offirewall 
rules, wherein the set of firewall rules is dynamically 
self-configurable during runtime without operator inter 
action, wherein the set of firewall rules comprises a 
plurality of chains of rules forming various paths 
through a hierarchical structure, and wherein the hierar 
chical structure comprises defined places for dynami 
cally updating the set of firewall rules during runtime. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein dynamically 
updating the set of firewall rules during runtime further com 
prises, during runtime, adding a rule to the set of firewall 
rules, deleting a rule from the set of firewall rules, or modi 
fying a rule in the set of firewall rules without operator inter 
action. 

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein associating the 
set of firewall rules with the at least one node further com 
prises associating a first subset of the set of firewall rules with 
the first node. 

4. A method according to claim 3, wherein the at least one 
node further comprises at least two nodes including a second 
node, further comprising associating a second Subset of the 
set of firewall rules with the second node. 

5. A method according to claim 4, wherein the first subset 
of firewall rules is the same as or at least partially different 
from the second subset of firewall rules. 

6. A method according to claim 4, wherein one of the first 
subset of firewall rules or second subset of firewall rules 
equals the entire set of firewall rules. 

7. A method according to claim 1, further comprising, after 
receiving the packet and prior to accepting or denying the 
packet, conditioning the packet based on the set of firewall 
rules. 

8. A method according to claim 7, wherein conditioning the 
packet based on the set of firewall rules further comprises 
rewriting a portion of a network packet header associated 
with the packet. 

9. A method according to claim 1, wherein each of the at 
least one node is associated with at least two network inter 
faces. 

10. A method according to claim 1, wherein each of the two 
or more network interfaces is connected with at least one 
physical device. 

11. A method according to claim 1, wherein the set of 
firewall rules being dynamically self-configurable further 
comprises dynamically updating the set of firewall rules dur 
ing runtime without operator interaction. 

12. A device for controlling data through a firewall, com 
prising: 

a plurality of network interfaces, wherein each of the plu 
rality of network interfaces is operable to utilize one or 
more physical devices; 

a first computer readable storage medium storing a set of 
firewall rules, wherein the set offirewall rules is dynami 
cally self-configurable during runtime without operator 
interaction, wherein the set of firewall rules comprises a 
plurality of chains of rules forming various paths 
through a hierarchical structure, and wherein the hierar 
chical structure comprises defined places for dynami 
cally updating the set of firewall rules during runtime 
without operator interaction; 

a data controlling computer program comprising data con 
trolling computer program code stored on either the first 
computer readable storage medium or on a second com 
puter readable storage medium, the data controlling 
computer program code being executable to: 
define at least one node, wherein the at least one node is 

associated with two or more network interfaces of the 
plurality of network interfaces; and 
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14 
when a packet is received at one of the two or more 

network interfaces associated with the at least one 
node, accept or deny the packet based on a review of 
the set of firewall rules. 

13. A device according to claim 12, wherein the data con 
trolling computer program code is further executable to, 
while the firewall is processing traffic through the at least one 
node, add a rule to the set of firewall rules, delete a rule from 
the set of firewall rules, or modify a rule in the set of firewall 
rules. 

14. A device according to claim 12, wherein the at least one 
node comprises a first node, and wherein the data controlling 
computer program code is further executable to: 

associate a first subset of the set of firewall rules with the 
first node; and 

if the packet is received at the first node, apply the first 
Subset of the set offirewall rules associated with the first 
node. 

15. A device according to claim 14, wherein the at least one 
node further comprises at least two nodes including a second 
node, and wherein the data controlling computer program 
code is further executable to: 

associate a second subset of the set offirewall rules with the 
second node; and 

if the packet is received at the second node, apply the 
second subset of the set of firewall rules associated with 
the second node. 

16. A device according to claim 15, wherein the first subset 
of the set of firewall rules is the same as or different from the 
second subset of the set of firewall rules. 

17. A device according to claim 15, wherein either the first 
Subset of the set offirewall rules or the second subset of the set 
of firewall rules equals the entire set of firewall rules. 

18. A device according to claim 12, wherein the data con 
trolling computer program code is further executable to con 
dition the packet based on the set of firewall rules. 

19. A device according to claim 18, wherein conditioning 
the packet based on the set offirewall rules further comprises 
rewriting a portion of a network packet header associated 
with the packet. 

20. A device according to claim 12, wherein each of the at 
least one node is associated with at least two network inter 
faces. 

21. A device according to claim 12, wherein each of the 
plurality of network interfaces is connected with at least one 
physical device. 

22. A device according to claim 12, wherein each of the 
plurality of network interfaces is physically connected to 
every other network interface of the plurality of network 
interfaces and 

wherein physical connection between the plurality of net 
work interfaces comprises indirect physical connection 
between the plurality of network interfaces. 

23. A device according to claim 12, wherein the data con 
trolling computer program code is further executable to 
dynamically update the set of firewall rules during runtime 
without operator interaction. 

24. A data controlling computer program product compris 
ing computer instructions stored on at least one non-transi 
tory computer readable medium, wherein the computer 
instructions are operable when executed by at least one pro 
CeSSOr to: 

define at least one node for controlling data through a 
firewall, wherein at least one of the at least one node is 
associated with two or more network interfaces; 

associate a set of firewall rules with the at least one node, 
wherein the set of firewall rules further comprises a 
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plurality of chains of rules forming various paths 
through a hierarchical structure, and wherein the hierar 
chical structure comprises defined places for dynami 
cally updating the set of firewall rules during runtime 
without operator interaction; 

receive a packet at a first node of the at least one node; and 
accept or deny the packet based on a review of the set of 

firewall rules, wherein the set offirewall rules is dynami 
cally self-configurable during runtime without operator 
interaction. 

25. A data controlling computer program product accord 
ing to claim 24, wherein the computer instructions are further 
executable to dynamically update the set of firewall rules 
during runtime without operator interaction. 

26. A data controlling computer program product accord 
ing to claim 25, wherein the computer instructions are further 
executable to, while the firewall is processing traffic through 
the at least one node, add a rule to the set of firewall rules, 
delete a rule from the set of firewall rules, or modify a rule in 
the set of firewall rules. 

27. A data controlling computer program product accord 
ing to claim 26, wherein the computer instructions are further 
executable to: 

associate a first subset of the set of firewall rules with the 
first node, and 

if the packet is received at the first node, apply the first 
Subset of the set offirewall rules associated with the first 
node. 

28. A data controlling computer program product accord 
ing to claim 27, wherein the at least one node further com 
prises at least two nodes including a second node, and 
wherein the computer instructions are further executable to: 

associate a second subset of the set offirewall rules with the 
second node; and 
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if the packet is received at the second node, apply the 

second subset of the set of firewall rules associated with 
the second node. 

29. A data controlling computer program product accord 
ing to claim 28, wherein the first subset of the set of firewall 
rules is the same as or different from the second subset of the 
set of firewall rules. 

30. A data controlling computer program product accord 
ing to claim 28, wherein either the first subset of the set of 
firewall rules or the second subset of the set of firewall rules 
equals the entire set of firewall rules. 

31. A data controlling computer program product accord 
ing to claim 24, wherein the computer instructions are further 
executable to condition the packet based on the set of firewall 
rules. 

32. A data controlling computer program product accord 
ing to claim 31, wherein conditioning the packet based on the 
set of firewall rules further comprises rewriting a portion of a 
network packet header associated with the packet. 

33. A data controlling computer program product accord 
ing to claim 24, wherein each of the at least one node com 
prises at least two network interfaces. 

34. A data controlling computer program product accord 
ing to claim 24, wherein each of the two or more network 
interfaces is connected with at least one physical device. 

35. A data controlling computer program product accord 
ing to claim 24, wherein each of the two or more network 
interfaces is physically connected to every other network 
interface of the two or more network interfaces and wherein 
physical connection between the two or more network inter 
faces comprises indirect physical connection between the two 
or more network interfaces. 
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