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POINTER, POSITION DETECTION
APPARATUS AND POSITION DETECTION
METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims the benefit under 35
U.S.C. § 119(a) of Japanese Application No. 2010-024858,
filed Feb. 5, 2010, the entire content of which is incorporated
herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates to a pointer, a position detection
apparatus and a position detection method, and more par-
ticularly to a pointer, a position detection apparatus and a
position detection method of the electrostatic coupling type.

BACKGROUND ART

A position detection apparatus, called a tablet, has been
developed as one of pointing devices used for producing an
image or illustration on a computer apparatus. Such a
position detection apparatus typically includes a position
detector substantially in the form of a flat plate, and a pointer
in the form of a pen to be operated by a user on the position
detector.

As such a position detection apparatus, for example, a
position detection apparatus based on an electrostatic cou-
pling method has been developed. The position detection
apparatus of the electrostatic coupling type includes, as
principal components thereof, a pointer including an inte-
grated circuit (IC) and a position detector including a sensor
section having a group of conductors arrayed in a predeter-
mined pattern. A predetermined signal is transmitted from
the pointer, which is placed on the sensor section, to the
conductor group, and the position pointed to by the pointer
is detected by specifying the reception position of the
transmission signal by the position detector.

A conventional position detection apparatus is described,
for example, in Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. H8-50535.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In the position detection apparatus of the electrostatic
coupling type, typically, a signal transmitted from the
pointer to the sensor section is used to detect the position
pointed to by the pointer. Therefore, such a position detec-
tion apparatus has a problem that, although it is possible to
detect the position pointed to by the pointer, it cannot detect
information other than the position information such as, for
example, the pointer’s pressure information (i.e., how much
pressure is applied to the pointer tip by a surface of the
sensor section) or pen down information, which indicates
that the pointer is in contact with the position detector. Also,
there is a problem that a plurality of different pointers, such
as a pointer in the form of a pen and a finger as a pointer,
cannot be detected at the same time.

According to one aspect, the present invention is directed
to solving the problems described above. According to an
aspect of the present invention, a position detection appa-
ratus is provided, which adopts the electrostatic coupling
method to detect, through use of codes for which a corre-
lation matching operation process is carried out, not only
position information representative of the position pointed to
by a pointer but also information other than the position

Petitioner Shenzhen Qianfenyi Intelligent Technology Co., Ltd.
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information such as, for example, pressure information,
information of a rotational position where the pointer is
rotated on a position detector around a pen tip (axis) thereof,
or information regarding inclination of the pointer. Further,
according to another aspect, the present invention makes it
possible to detect information from a plurality of different
pointers, such as position pointing information by a pen and
a finger as a pointer, at the same time.

According to one aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a position detection apparatus including a pointer
having a transmission signal production section, which
produces a signal based on two codes such that a pressure
applied to the pointer is associated with a time difference
between the two codes. The pointer transmits the signal
produced by the transmission signal production section. The
position detection apparatus further includes a sensor section
having a plurality of first conductors disposed in a prede-
termined direction and a plurality of second conductors
disposed in a direction crossing with the predetermined
direction. The sensor section is configured to receive the
signal transmitted from the pointer. The position detection
apparatus further includes a correlation matching operation
circuit configured to carry out a correlation matching opera-
tion between signals generated in conductors which form the
plurality of first conductors and the plurality of second
conductors and correlation calculation codes corresponding
to the two codes. The position detection apparatus still
further includes a position calculation circuit configured to
detect a position on the sensor section pointed to by the
pointer based on a result of the correlation matching opera-
tion calculated by the correlation matching operation circuit
and based on at least one of the codes. The position detection
apparatus also includes a pressure calculation circuit con-
figured to detect the pressure applied to the pointer, which is
associated with the time difference between the two codes,
based on the result of the correlation matching operation
calculated by the correlation matching operation circuit and
based on the two codes. Further, in order to detect informa-
tion other than the position information, such as the rota-
tional position, where the pointer is rotated around a pen tip
(axis) thereof on a position detector, or the inclination of the
pointer, a plurality of electrode pieces divided electrically
from each other are disposed around the central axis of the
pointer on the pointer, and codes of different types are
supplied respectively to the plurality of electrode pieces.
Further, in order to detect a pointing operation by a finger
simultaneously with a pointing operation by a pen, the
position detector may further include a code production
section and a changeover (switching) section for switching
the conductors, which form the sensor section, between
signal reception and signal transmission.

It is to be noted that the two codes described above may
have the same code pattern or may have code patterns
different from each other. Where the same code pattern is
used, the same correlation calculation code corresponding to
the code pattern can be used.

According to another aspect of the invention, a pointer is
provided, including an end portion (pen tip) for pointing to
a position. The end portion projects from a housing. The
pointer also includes a code production circuit configured to
produce a first code and a second code having code patterns
different from each other and to control, in response to a
pressure applied to the end portion of the pointer, the
production timings at which the two codes are to be pro-
duced, that is, a time difference between the codes. Alter-
natively, the code production circuit is configured to produce
one code having a predetermined code pattern and to con-
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trol, in response to a pressure applied to the end portion of
the pointer, the timing for next production of the code
relative to the first production of the code, that is, a time
difference between the codes. The pointer may also include
a transmission signal production section configured to trans-
mit the codes produced by the code production circuit.

Various exemplary embodiments of the present invention
are suited where an electrostatic coupling method is used to
form a position detection apparatus. First and second codes
having the same code pattern or having code patterns
different from each other are transmitted from a pointer, with
a time difference therebetween, and received by a position
detector. Then, position detection of the pointer is carried out
using the first code, while information other than the posi-
tion information, such as pressure information or rotational
position information of the pointer, is obtained based on the
time difference between the two codes.

As described above, with exemplary embodiments of the
present invention, the first code and the second code having
code patterns that are the same as each other or different
from each other are transmitted from the pointer and, upon
signal reception, a correlation matching operation between
the reception signal and correlation calculation codes that
respectively correspond to the first and second codes is
carried out. Accordingly, not only the pointing position of
the pointer but also information other than the position
information such as, for example, pressure information can
be detected.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a position detection
apparatus according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a view of a general configuration of a pointer
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are circuit block diagrams of a trans-
mission code production section in the pointer.

FIG. 4 is a view of a general configuration of a position
detector according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 5 is a view of a general configuration of a correlation
matching section.

FIG. 6 is a view of a general configuration of a correlator.

FIGS. 7A-7C are views illustrating operation of the
correlator.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart illustrating an operation procedure
of the pointer.

FIG. 9 is a flow chart illustrating an operation procedure
of the position detector.

FIGS. 10A-10C are views illustrating a principle of
position detection and pressure detection of the pointer,
where first and second codes are transmitted in a time-
multiplexed state.

FIG. 11 is a view of a general configuration of a pointer
of modification 1.

FIGS. 12A and 12B are views of a general configuration
of a pointer of modification 2.

FIG. 13A is a waveform diagram of a code, before PSK
modulation, and FIG. 13B is a signal waveform diagram of
the code after the PSK modulation, which forms a signal to
be transmitted from a pointer of modification 3.

FIG. 14 is a view of a general configuration of a pointer
of the modification 3.

FIG. 15 is a view of a general configuration of a reception
system circuit group of a position detector of the modifica-
tion 3.
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FIG. 16A is a waveform diagram of a code, before FSK
modulation, and FIG. 16B is a signal waveform diagram of
the code after the FSK modulation, which forms a signal to
be transmitted from a pointer of modification 4.

FIG. 17 is a view of a general configuration of a pointer
of the modification 4.

FIG. 18 is a view of a general configuration of a reception
system circuit group of a position detector of the modifica-
tion 4.

FIG. 19 is a view illustrating rotation detection and
inclination detection of a pointer of modification 5

FIG. 20 is a view of a general configuration of a pointer
of the modification 5.

FIG. 21 is a view of a general configuration of a position
detector of modification 6.

FIG. 22 is a view of a general configuration of a position
detector of modification 7.

FIG. 23 is a view illustrating operation of the position
detector of the modification 7.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

An embodiment of a position detection apparatus of the
present invention is described with reference to the draw-
ings. However, the present invention is not limited to the
following embodiment.

In the present embodiment, two codes having code pat-
terns different from each other or two codes having the same
code pattern are used to detect the position of a pointer and
pressure of the pointer, that is, pressure applied to the
pointer. If the code to be used is, for example, an 8-bit code,
then one or a plurality of code patterns are used as selected
from among “11110000,” “11001100” and “10101010.”
Also, code patterns of “00101101,” “11001100” and
“10101010” can be used.

If those code patterns are used, then the code patterns can
be identified by a correlation matching operation upon
reception. As other codes, for example, spread codes includ-
ing an M sequence, a gold code sequence or the like or
orthogonal codes such as, for example, the Hadamard code
or the Walsh code may be used. It is to be noted that, where
an orthogonal code is used, the identification sensitivity of
code patterns can be increased based on a correlation match-
ing operation process upon reception.

[Configuration of the Position Detection Apparatus]

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of the position detection
apparatus of the present embodiment. It is to be noted that,
in the present embodiment described below, a tablet is used
as the position detection apparatus. The position detection
apparatus 1 includes a pointer 2 having a shape of a pen, and
a position detector 3 having a shape of a flat plate and being
connected to an external apparatus such as a personal
computer (PC) through an external apparatus connecting
cable 4

The pointer 2 is used on a scannable region 3a of the
position detector 3. On the scannable region 3a, a pointed
position (coordinate), pressure, and so forth of the pointer 2
can be detected by the position detector 3.

The position detector 3 detects the coordinate of a posi-
tion pointed to by the pointer 2 and outputs the coordinate
information to the external apparatus. Then, on a display
screen (not shown) of the external apparatus, a pointer or the
like is displayed at a position corresponding to the coordi-
nate information inputted from the position detector 3.
[Configuration of the Pointer|
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FIG. 2 shows a general configuration of the pointer 2 of
the present embodiment. The pointer 2 includes a first
electrode 20, a second electrode 21, a variable capacitor 22,
an integrated circuit 23, a coil 24, a power production circuit
25, and a housing 129 which accommodates the above-
mentioned components therein. The variable capacitor 22 is
a capacitor that varies its capacitance value in response to a
pressure applied thereto. The housing 129 is formed from a
material having conductivity such as a metal.

The first electrode 20 has a shape of a rod and is disposed
such that one end portion thereof projects from one end
portion of the housing 129. Further, the projecting end
portion of the first electrode 20 has conductivity and func-
tions as a pen tip. In particular, the end portion projecting
from the housing 129 functions as a pen tip of the pointer 2
and functions also as the first electrode 20. Meanwhile, the
second electrode 21 is, in the present example, a substan-
tially cylindrical electrode and is disposed in such a manner
as to surround the first electrode 20. In particular, the second
electrode 21 is disposed along an inner peripheral face of the
housing 129 around the first electrode 20 having a shape of
a rod. Further, codes (C1 and C2) outputted from the
integrated circuit 23 are added together through resistors (R1
and R2) and then supplied to the first electrode 20 and the
second electrode 21. Accordingly, the signals outputted from
the integrated circuit 23, which respectively correspond to
the two code patterns, are applied in a mutually added state
to the first electrode 20 and the second electrode 21 so that
signals are transmitted to the position detector 3 through the
first electrode 20 and the second electrode 21.

The variable capacitor 22 disposed as a pressure detection
element has a configuration that the capacitance thereof
varies in response to a pressure (so-called “pen pressure”)
applied to the pen tip. In particular, the variable capacitor 22
is configured such that one of a pair of electrodes (not
shown) which form the variable capacitor 22 is engaged
with an end portion of the first electrode 20. Therefore, if the
pointer 2 is brought into contact with the position detector 3
to press the first electrode 20 on the scannable region 3a,
then also the one electrode of the variable capacitor 22 is
pressed. Consequently, an electric characteristic between the
paired electrodes of the variable capacitor 22 varies to
change the capacitance of the capacitor. In other words, the
capacitance variation amount of the variable capacitor 22
corresponds to the pressure. It is to be noted that a variable
inductance coil configured such that the inductance thereof
varies in response to the pressure or a variable resistor
configured such that the resistance value thereof varies in
response to the pressure may be used as the pressure
detection element. Further, a resonance circuit including one
of a variable capacitor, a variable inductance coil, and a
variable resistor may be used. In short, it is only necessary
for the pressure detection element to have a configuration
such that pressure (pen pressure) applied to an end portion
(pen tip) of the pointer 2 acts upon a production starting
timing of a code signal outputted from a transmission code
production section 28.

The transmission code production section 28 including a
first code production section 26 and a second code produc-
tion section 27 forms the integrated circuit 23. In the present
embodiment, a first code C1 outputted from the first code
production section 26 is used to carry out position detection
while the first code C1 as well as a second code C2 outputted
from the second code production section 27 are used to carry
out pressure detection.

Output terminals of the integrated circuit 23 are con-
nected, through resistors (R1 and R2), to the first electrode
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20 and the second electrode 21, so as to output a transmis-
sion signal corresponding to the first code C1 and/or the
second code C2 to the first electrode 20 and the second
electrode 21 at a predetermined timing. It is assumed that, in
the present embodiment, the first code C1 outputted from the
first code production section 26 and the second code C2
outputted from the second code production section 27 have
code patterns different from each other. However, the pres-
ent invention is not limited to this configuration, and the
same code pattern may be used to produce two codes by
controlling the signal production starting timings of these
codes, as hereinafter described.

The second code production section 27 is connected to the
variable capacitor 22. Further, the second code production
section 27 varies the signal production starting timing of the
second code C2 based on a capacitance variation of the
variable capacitor 22 according to the pen pressure. In
particular, in the present embodiment, the time difference
between the production timing of the first code C1 outputted
from the first code production section 26 and the production
timing of the second code C2 corresponds to the pressure
applied to the pointer 2.

The integrated circuit 23 includes a control circuit (not
shown) for controlling operation of the transmission code
production section 28, and a clock signal and other signals
necessary for the control are produced by the control circuit.
It is to be noted that the integrated circuit 23 is driven by a
voltage produced by the coil 24 and the power production
circuit 25 hereinafter described.

The coil 24 receives an excitation signal signaled from an
excitation coil 35 of a sensor section 30 hereinafter
described provided in the position detector 3. Consequently,
a high frequency signal is induced in the coil 24. The
induced high frequency signal is inputted to the power
production circuit 25. The power production circuit 25 has
a rectification circuit not shown and rectifies the high
frequency signal supplied from the coil 24 by means of the
rectification circuit to convert the high frequency signal into
a DC voltage. Then, the power production circuit 25 supplies
the DC voltage obtained by the conversion, as driving power
for the integrated circuit 23, to the integrated circuit 23.

It is to be noted that, while, in the present embodiment, the
first code production section 26 and the second code pro-
duction section 27 for producing the first code C1 and the
second code C2, respectively, are provided in the integrated
circuit 23, the present invention is not limited to this
configuration. Another configuration may be used wherein,
for example, a ROM (Read Only Memory) is provided in the
integrated circuit 23 and the first code C1 and the second
code C2 are stored in the ROM such that, when transmitting
codes, the code patterns are read out from the ROM and
transmitted. It is to be noted that, in this instance, a corre-
sponding relationship between the capacitance variation
amount AC of the variable capacitor 22 and the signal
production starting timing of the first code C1 and the signal
production starting timing of the second code C2 is pre-
stored as a table in the ROM.

FIGS. 3A and 3B show examples of a circuit configura-
tion of the transmission code production section 28 in the
pointer 2 shown in FIG. 2. FIG. 3A shows an example of a
circuit configuration of the transmission code production
section 28 where the code patterns of the first code C1 and
the second code C2 are different from each other. The
variable capacitor 22, whose capacitance varies in response
to the pressure applied to the first electrode 20, is connected
at one terminal thereof to the ground. The variable capacitor
22 is connected at the other terminal thereof to the power
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production circuit 25 through a resistor 144 such that a
predetermined voltage Vcec is supplied thereto.

A timing control circuit 141 carries out ON/OFF control
of a switch 143 in a predetermined period t1. In particular,
the switch 143 is turned ON once by the timing control
circuit 141 to discharge the charge of the variable capacitor
22 and is then turned OFF. Further, while turning the switch
143 OFF, the timing control circuit 141 instructs the first
code production section 26 to produce a first code C1. When
the switch 143 is OFF, the variable capacitor 22 is gradually
charged through the resistor 144. Thereupon, the potential
between the opposite terminals of the variable capacitor 22
gradually increases depending upon the capacitance value
which varies in response to the pressure.

A delay setting circuit 142 carries out comparison
between the potential of the variable capacitor 22 and a
predetermined potential Vth in response to supply of a
control signal from the timing control circuit 141. If the
potential of the variable capacitor 22 reaches the predeter-
mined potential Vth, then the delay setting circuit 142
instructs the second code production section 27 to produce
a second code C2. By the configuration described above, the
difference between the code production timing of the first
code C1 from the first code production section 26 and the
code production timing of the second code C2 from the
second code production section 27, that is, the time differ-
ence between the first code C1 and the second code C2,
varies based on the capacitance value which is varied in
response to the pressure applied to the pen tip. Thus, the
pressure can be detected by detecting the time difference.

FIG. 3B shows an example of a circuit configuration of
the transmission code production section 28 where the same
pattern is used for the first code C1 and the second code C2.
In other words, a circuit configuration where a single code
is used is shown. In this example, the first code production
section 26 is used in place of the second code production
section 27 shown in FIG. 3A, but the configuration of the
other part is the same. Where the first code C1 and the
second code C2 have the same code pattern as in the present
example, the time difference between them varies in
response to the pressure, and consequently, the pressure can
be detected by detecting the time variation, also.
[Configuration of the Position Detector]|

FIG. 4 shows a general configuration of the position
detector 3. The position detector 3 includes, as principal
components thereof, a sensor section 30 for detecting a
pointing position of the pointer 2, a selection circuit 40 for
selecting a plurality of conductors which form the sensor
section 30, and a position detection circuit 50. It is to be
noted that, in FIG. 4, a flow of processing of a reception
signal is indicated by a solid line arrow mark, and a flow of
a control signal, a clock signal or the like is indicated by a
broken line arrow mark. It is to be noted, however, that, in
FIG. 4, broken line arrow marks indicative of flows of a
control signal, a clock signal and so forth of a reception
system circuit group 51 are omitted in order to simplify the
description.

The sensor section 30 includes a first conductor group 32
including a plurality of first conductors 31 extending in an
x direction (predetermined direction) in FIG. 4, a second
conductor group 34 including a plurality of second conduc-
tors 33 extending in a direction crossing with the extension
direction of the first conductors 31, that is, in a y direction
in FIG. 4, and the excitation coil 35 provided on an outer
periphery of the conductor groups. The plurality of first
conductors 31 which form the first conductor group 32 are
disposed in a predetermined spaced relationship from each
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other and in parallel to each other in the y direction in FIG.
4. Meanwhile, the plurality of second conductors 33 which
form the second conductor group 34 are disposed in a
predetermined spaced relationship from each other and in
parallel to each other in the x direction in FIG. 4.

It is to be noted that the first conductors 31 and the second
conductors 33 are formed, for example, from a transparent
electrode film formed from an ITO (Indium Tin Oxide) film,
a copper foil or the like. Further, the first conductor group 32
and the second conductor group 34 are laminated with a
spacer, which is made of a resin material or the like or a glass
substrate or the like (not shown) interposed therebetween.
Further, the conductors of the first conductor group 32 and
the second conductor group 34 are connected to the selection
circuit 40. The excitation coil 35 is connected to a drive
circuit 61 hereinafter described in the position detection
circuit 50.

The number and the pitch of the first conductors 31 and
the second conductors 33 are set suitably according to the
size of the sensor section 30, required detection accuracy
and so forth. Further, while, in the present embodiment, a
linear conductor is illustrated as the first conductors 31 and
the second conductors 33, the present invention is not
limited to this configuration. For example, both of the first
conductors 31 and the second conductors 33 may meander
in directions crossing with the extension directions. Further,
one of the first conductors 31 and the second conductors 33
may be formed as ring-shaped conductors and the other
conductors may be formed as conductors which extend in
radial directions from the center of the ring-shaped conduc-
tors.

The selection circuit 40 selects a predetermined conductor
from within the first conductor group 32 and the second
conductor group 34 in a predetermined order so as to select
them in order. The conductor selection control by the
selection circuit 40 is controlled by a control signal (broken
line arrow mark in FIG. 4) outputted from a control section
63, which cooperates with a central processing unit 62
hereinafter described. It is to be noted that, in the present
embodiment, the sensor section 30 at least has a configura-
tion for receiving a predetermined signal transmitted from
the pointer 2. Further, in the present embodiment, in order to
time-divisionally operate the reception system circuit group
51, a configuration is provided for detecting the position (X
coordinate and Y coordinate) pointed to by the pointer 2 by
selecting a predetermined conductor from within each of the
first conductor group 32 and the second conductor group 34
by means of the selection circuit 40. It is to be noted that, if
a configuration which includes a plurality of reception
system circuit groups 51 corresponding to the number of
conductors which form the sensor section 30 is adopted, then
the selection circuit 40 can be omitted.

The position detection circuit 50 includes a reception
system circuit group 51, an oscillator 60, a drive circuit 61,
a central processing unit 62 (CPU), and a control section 63.

The oscillator 60 outputs an AC signal or a pulse signal of
a predetermined frequency to the drive circuit 61. The drive
circuit 61 converts the signal inputted thereto from the
oscillator 60 into a current and outputs the current to the
excitation coil 35.

The control section 63 cooperates with the central pro-
cessing unit 62 to output control signals (broken line arrow
marks in FIG. 4) to the components in the position detection
circuit 50 and outputs a result of calculation of a position and
pressure calculation section 58 hereinafter described in the
reception system circuit group 51 to the external apparatus.
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Further, the central processing unit 62 includes a software
program and controls operation of the control section 63.

The reception system circuit group 51 includes, as prin-
cipal components thereof, a reception amplifier 52, an A/D
(Analog to Digital) conversion circuit 53, a serial to parallel
conversion section 54, a shift register 55, a correlation
matching section 56, a memory 57, and a position and
pressure calculation section 58 (detection section). The
reception amplifier 52, A/D conversion circuit 53, serial to
parallel conversion section 54, shift register 55, correlation
matching section 56, memory 57, and position and pressure
calculation section 58 are connected in this order from the
selection circuit 40 side.

The reception amplifier 52 amplifies a reception signal
inputted from a predetermined conductor selected by the
selection circuit 40. Then, the reception amplifier 52 outputs
the amplified reception signal to the A/D conversion circuit
53. The A/D conversion circuit 53 carries out analog to
digital conversion of the amplified reception signal and
outputs a digital signal obtained by the conversion to the
serial to parallel conversion section 54.

The serial to parallel conversion section 54 is formed, for
example, from a shift register of the serial-input parallel-
output type and has a number of stages of flip-flops corre-
sponding to the code length of a code to be used. Operation
of'the serial to parallel conversion section 54 is controlled by
the control section 63 which cooperates with the central
processing unit 62 including an execution program. It is to
be noted that, for the flip-flops of the individual stages which
form the serial to parallel conversion section 54, a flip-flop
which can retain information of 1 bit may be used or a
flip-flop which can retain information of multi bits (for
example, 10 bits or the like) may be used.

The flip-flops of the stages which form the serial to
parallel conversion section 54 successively shift a reception
signal inputted thereto to the flip-flops at the succeeding
stages. Further, an output terminal of each of the flip-flops
is connected to an input terminal of a corresponding flip-flop
in the shift register 55, hereinafter described which is also
formed from multi-stage flip-flops. As a result, a number of
output signals equal to the code length of a code to be used
are outputted in parallel to the shift register 55.

The shift register 55 is a shift register of the parallel-input
and output type and is formed from a number of flip-flops
equal to the code length of a code to be used. It is to be noted
that, for the flip-flops of the individual stages which form the
shift register 55, a flip-flop which can retain information of
1 bit may be used or a flip-flop which can retain information
of multi bits (for example, 10 bits or the like) may be used.

Operation of each of the flip-flops in the shift register 55
is controlled by the control section 63 which cooperates with
the central processing unit 62. Further, each of the flip-flops
which form the shift register 55 cyclically shift a signal
inputted thereto to the flip-flops at the succeeding stages
while also outputting the signal to corresponding integrators
56d in the correlation matching section 56.

It is to be noted that a register which functions as a buffer
for temporarily retaining signals outputted from the serial to
parallel conversion section 54 may be provided between the
serial to parallel conversion section 54 and the shift register
55. In this instance, while reception signals retained in the
shift register 55 are cyclically shifted to calculate a corre-
lation value, signals necessary for next correlation value
calculation can be temporarily retained in the register.

The correlation matching section 56 calculates a correla-
tion value between a reception signal outputted from the
shift register 55 and a code having a predetermined code
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pattern (the code is hereinafter referred to as a “correlation
calculation code”) and outputs a correlation value of the
reception signal.

FIG. 5 shows a general configuration of the correlation
matching section 56, where two codes having different code
patterns from each other are transmitted from the pointer 2.
The correlation matching section 56 includes two correlators
(a first correlator 56a and a second correlator 565).

The first correlator 56a calculates a correlation value
using a correlation calculation code corresponding to a first
code C1 outputted from the first code production section 26
of the pointer 2 (first correlation calculation code). In this
case, for example, where a PN code which is a representative
spread code is used, a correlation calculation code having
the same code pattern as that of the first code C1 is used.
Meanwhile, the second correlator 565 calculates a correla-
tion value using a correlation calculation code correspond-
ing to a second code C2 outputted from the second code
production section 27 of the pointer 2 (second correlation
calculation code).

It is to be noted that, where two codes transmitted from
the pointer 2 have the same code pattern, the first correlator
564 and the second correlator 565 use the same correlation
calculation code. In this instance, a single correlator can be
used to carry out the signal processing. Furthermore, where
two kinds of codes are used, it is possible to use a configu-
ration which uses one of the codes in a calculation process
of a position based on an output signal from the first
conductor 31 (Y coordinate) while using the other code in a
calculation process of a position based on an output signal
from the second conductor 33 (X coordinate) in a position
calculation process for determining a position (X coordinate
and Y coordinate) pointed to by the pointer 2.

FIG. 6 shows a general configuration of the first correlator
56a. It is to be noted that the configuration of the second
correlator 565 is similar to the configuration of the first
correlator 56a shown in FIG. 6 except that the correlation
calculation code to be used is different. Therefore, descrip-
tion of the configuration of the second correlator 565 is
omitted.

The first correlator 564 includes a correlation calculation
code production section 56c¢, a number of integrators 564
corresponding to the code length of a correlation calculation
code, and an adder 56e. It is to be noted that, in the present
embodiment, each of the integrators 56d is connected to an
output terminal of a corresponding flip-flop of the shift
register 55. Further, in the example shown in FIG. 6, the
code length of the correlation calculation code is 11. There-
fore, in the example shown in FIG. 6, 11 integrators 564
(integrators I, to I;, in FIG. 6) are provided.

In the example shown in FIG. 6, an example wherein a PN
code is used is illustrated, and a reception signal (PS; to
PS,;) of'a code length of 11 outputted from the shift register
55 is inputted to the integrators I, to I,,. Further, a correla-
tion calculation code (PN, to PN, ;) of a code length of 11
outputted from the correlation calculation code production
section 56¢ is inputted to the integrators I, to respectively.
The integrators I, to I,, integrate the signal PS; to PS,,
outputted from the shift register 55 and the code PN, to PN,
outputted from the correlation calculation code production
section 56¢, respectively, and output results of the integra-
tion to the adder S6e.

The adder 56¢ adds the output signals from the integrators
564 and outputs the sum value as a correlation value.
Thereupon, if a signal string pattern of the reception signal
PS, to PS,, outputted from the shift register 55 and a code
pattern of the code PN, to PN, outputted from the corre-
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lation calculation code production section 56¢ coincide with
each other, then signals of the same polarity are outputted
from all of the integrators 564 and a maximum correlation
value is outputted from the adder 56e. In any other case,
since the polarities of signals outputted from the integrators
56d are different, a low value indicative of no correlation is
outputted from the adder 56e.

It is to be noted that, where the code length of the
reception signal retained in the shift register 55 is 11 as in
the present example, in the first correlator 56a, the reception
signal PS, to PS,, retained in the shift register 55 are
cyclically shifted by 10 cycles to verify coincidence with the
code pattern of the code PN, to PN,, outputted from the
correlation calculation code production section 56¢. How-
ever, the present invention is not limited to this configura-
tion, and another configuration may be adopted wherein, in
place of cyclically shifting the reception signal PS, to PS,;
and supplying the cyclically shifted reception signal PS, to
PS,; from the shift register 55 to the integrators 564, the
code pattern of the code PN, to PN,, outputted from the
correlation calculation code production section 56¢ is cycli-
cally shifted and then supplied to the integrators 564.

FIGS. 7A-7C particularly illustrate the operation of the
first correlator 56 described above and a calculation prin-
ciple of a correlation characteristic. It is assumed that a
reception signal outputted from the shift register 55 has a
time difference corresponding, for example, to an 8-chip
length (87) relative to the correlation calculation code (refer
to FIGS. 7A and 7B).

In this instance, from the start of calculation of a corre-
lation value until time 8t (T: unit time for code processing)
corresponding to the 8-chip length, the code pattern of the
reception signal outputted from the shift register 55 and the
code pattern of the correlation calculation code outputted
from the correlation calculation code production section 56¢
are different from each other. Therefore, a low value repre-
sentative of no correlation is outputted from the first corr-
elator 56a (refer to FIG. 7C). Then, when time 8t elapses,
both code patterns coincide with each other. Thereupon,
signals of the same polarity are outputted from all of the
integrators 564 as described hereinabove, and the correlation
value exhibits the maximum value. Thereafter (after time 8t
has elapsed), since both code patterns become different from
each other, the correlation value changes back to the low
value. Therefore, if a correlation between the reception
signal and the correlation calculation code is determined by
the correlator, then a correlation characteristic is obtained
wherein the correlation value between the two codes exhib-
its a peak (singular value) at a point of time when both code
patterns satisfy a predetermined time relationship, as seen in
FIG. 7C.

In the correlation matching section 56, for each conductor
selected for signal detection, a correlation characteristic
relative to the first code C1 for position detection is deter-
mined by the first correlator 56a and a correlation charac-
teristic relative to the second code C2 for pressure detection
is determined by the second correlator 565, based on the
calculation principle of a correlation characteristic (correla-
tion value) described hereinabove. Then, the correlation
characteristics are outputted to the memory 57. It is to be
noted that, where the code patterns of the first code C1 for
position detection and the second code C2 for pressure
detection are set the same as each other, it is possible to use
a single correlator to determine the correlation characteris-
tics.

Further, the position and pressure calculation section 58
calculates a pointing position (coordinates) and pressure of
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the pointer 2 from the correlation characteristics calculated
based on the signals generated in the conductors and stored
in the memory 57. In particular, the position and pressure
calculation section 58 detects a peak of a correlation value
from the correlation characteristic relative to the first code
C1 for position detection to carry out position detection of
the pointer 2. In this case, the position detection circuit 50
identifies the pointer 2 which transmits a code pattern
corresponding to a code pattern of a correlation calculation
code used in the position detection circuit 50 and cooperates
with the conductor selection control of the selection circuit
40 to determine the position (X coordinate and Y coordinate)
pointed to by the identified pointer 2.

Further, in the present embodiment, the pointer 2 includes
a configuration that the time difference between the first
code C1 for position detection and the second code C2 for
pressure detection varies in response to the pressure, as
described hereinabove. In particular, in the present embodi-
ment, the production timing of the second code C2 with
respect to the production time of the first code C1 is
controlled in response to the pressure, and the second code
C2 is transmitted. Therefore, the peak position (time) of the
correlation value obtained from the correlation characteristic
relative to the second code C2 and the peak position (time)
of the correlation value obtained from the correlation char-
acteristic relative to the first code C1 are different according
to the pressure. In the present embodiment, the pressure is
determined based on the time difference between the peak
positions of their respective correlation values. It is to be
noted that the calculation principles of the position and the
pressure of the pointer 2 are hereinafter described more
particularly.

Operation of the Position Detection Apparatus

Now, operation of the position detection apparatus 1 of
the present embodiment and the principles of position and
pressure detection are described with reference to FIGS. 8 to
10. FIG. 8 is a flow chart illustrating operation of the pointer
2 of the present embodiment. FIG. 9 is a flow chart illus-
trating operation of the position detector 3. Further, FIGS.
10A-10C are views illustrating a transmission operation, a
waveform of a reception signal, and a correlation charac-
teristic upon operation of the position detection apparatus 1
of the present embodiment, respectively.

First, operation of the pointer 2 is described with refer-
ence to FIG. 8A and FIG. 10. First, the pointer 2 transmits
a first code C1 for position detection from the first code
production section 26 through the first electrode 20 and the
second electrode 21 (step S1). Then, at a point of time at
which a time period corresponding to the pressure elapses,
the pointer 2 transmits a second code C2 for pressure
detection from the second code production section 27
through the first electrode 20 and the second electrode 21
(step S2).

Then, the pointer 2 determines whether or not the pro-
cessing time after the start of transmission of the first code
C1 (step S1) reaches a predetermined time period t1 suffi-
cient to have transmitted a code pattern of the second code
C2 (step S3). If the processing time after the start of
transmission of the first code C1 does not reach the prede-
termined time period t1 sufficient to have transmitted the
code pattern of the second code C2, that is, if the decision
at step S3 is NO, then the pointer 2 waits until the prede-
termined time period t1 lapses. On the other hand, if the
processing time after the start of transmission of the first
code C1 exceeds the predetermined time period t1, that is, if
the decision at step S3 is YES, then the processing returns
to step S1.
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In the pointer 2, a series of processes of transmitting a first
code C1 and then, after a time period corresponding to the
pressure elapses, transmitting a second code C2, as
described hereinabove, are executed repetitively. A manner
of this operation is illustrated in FIG. 10A. In this example,
a first code C1 for determining a position pointed to by a
pointer and a second code C2, whose transmission is started
at a point of time at which a predetermined time period Td
corresponding to the pressure elapses after the transmission
starting time of the first code C1, are temporally multiplexed
through the first electrode 20 and the second electrode 21
and transmitted from the pointer 2 as illustrated in FIG. 10A.

It is to be noted that, after the transmission of the second
code C2 is completed, the transmission of the first code C1
(step S1) is started again after a predetermine time period
(12) has elapsed from the start of transmission of the first
code C1.

It is to be noted that it is possible to make the code pattern
of the first code C1 and the code pattern of the second code
C2 the same as each other, as described hereinabove.

Now, operation of the position detector 3 is described with
reference to FIGS. 9 and 10B and 10C. The position detector
3 carries out position and pressure detection of the pointer 2
in the following manner. First, the selection circuit 40 selects
a predetermined conductor from within the conductor
groups of the sensor section 30 (step S11). Then, the
reception system circuit group 51 detects a reception signal
(step S12). Then, the reception system circuit group 51
carries out amplification and analog to digital conversion of
the reception signal. Then, the correlation matching section
56 is used to calculate a correlation value between a corre-
lation calculation code corresponding to the first code C1
and the reception signal, and a correlation value between a
correlation calculation code corresponding to the second
code C2 and the reception signal, to determine correlation
characteristics (first and second correlation characteristics),
respectively, and stores the correlation characteristics in the
memory 57 (step S13).

Then, in step S14, the position detector 3 determines
whether or not the predetermined time period t2, required for
the series of processes after the start of selection of a
reception conductor until the detection of the pointing
position and the pressure of the pointer 2, has elapsed from
the selection process of a reception conductor (step S11). It
is to be noted that the predetermined time period t2 is set to
a time period longer than the predetermined time period t1
of the pointer 2, described hereinabove.

It is to be noted that, if the predetermined time period t2
has not elapsed after the selection process of a reception
conductor (where the decision at step S14 is NO), then the
position detector 3 waits until the predetermined time period
12 lapses.

When the predetermined time period t2 lapses, that is,
when the decision at step S14 becomes YES, it is determined
whether or not all reception conductors have been selected
(step S15). If the decision at step S15 is NO, then the
processing returns to the reception conductor selection at
step S11. On the other hand, if the decision at step S15 is
YES, then the position and pressure calculation section 58 in
the reception system circuit group 51 calculates the position
(coordinates) pointed to by the pointer 2 based on the first
correlation characteristic stored in the memory 57, more
particularly based on a peak of the correlation value. Further,
pressure applied to the pointer 2, so-called pen pressure, is
calculated based on the time difference between the first
correlation characteristic and the second correlation charac-
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teristic, more particularly, the time difference between the
two peaks of the correlation values (step S16).

Here, the principles of position and pressure detection of
the pointer 2 at step S16 described above are described with
reference to FIGS. 10B and 10C. Where the pointer 2 exists
on the conductor selected at step S11 described hereinabove,
within the predetermined time period t1 for position detec-
tion and pressure detection, a signal including the first code
C1 and the second code C2 is transmitted from the pointer
2. In the selected reception conductor, a reception signal Spl
corresponding to the transmission signal is generated (refer
to FIG. 10B).

The reception signal Spl supplied to the correlation
matching section 56 is inputted in parallel to the first
correlator 56a and the second correlator 56b. The first
correlator 56a uses the correlation calculation code corre-
sponding to the first code C1 to calculate a correlation
characteristic pl between the correlation calculation code
and the reception signal Spl. It is to be noted that, in this
example, a PN code is used as the first code C1. Accordingly,
as the first correlation calculation code, a PN code which is
the same as the first code C1 is used. From the first correlator
56a, a correlation value is outputted, which exhibits a
maximum value (peak p1 in FIG. 10C) at a point of time at
which the code patterns of the reception signal Sp1 and the
correlation calculation code coincide with each other but
exhibits a low correlation value at any other time period.

Meanwhile, the second correlator 565 uses the correlation
calculation code corresponding to the second code C2 to
calculate a correlation characteristic p2 between the corre-
lation calculation code and the reception signal Sp1. Simi-
larly as in the case of the first correlator 564, since a PN code
is used as the second code C2 in this example, a PN code
which is the same as the second code C2 is used as the
second correlation calculation code. From the second corr-
elator 564, a correlation value is outputted, which exhibits a
maximum value (peak p2 in FIG. 10C) at a point of time at
which the code patterns of the reception signal Sp1 and the
correlation calculation code coincide with each other but
exhibits a low correlation value at any other time period.

It is to be noted that, when a pointer 2 does not exist on
the selected conductor, a peak of the correlation value does
not appear. Further, the time difference between the peaks p1
and p2 of the two correlation values, that is, the time
difference (AC in FIG. 10C), varies corresponding to the
pressure. Accordingly, in the correlation characteristic illus-
trated in FIG. 10C, the position of the pointer 2 can be
detected from the peak p1 or the peak p2 of the correlation
value. Further, by detecting the time difference AC between
the peaks pl and p2 of the two correlation values, the
pressure applied to the pointer 2 can be detected.

Then, in the present embodiment, the position and pres-
sure calculation section 58 determines a peak level of the
correlation value of the correlation characteristic pl to
determine whether or not a pointer 2 exists on the selected
conductor. Further, the position and pressure calculation
section 58 determines the time difference (AC) between the
peak level of the correlation value of the correlation char-
acteristic p1 and the peak level of the correlation value of the
correlation characteristic p2 to determine the pressure
applied to the pointer 2, that is, the pen pressure.

As described above, in the present embodiment, by trans-
mitting first and second codes from the pointer 2, position
detection of a pointer is carried out based on the first code,
and information other than the position information such as,
for example, pressure information is detected based on the
time difference between the first code and the second code.
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It is to be noted that the first and second codes may be codes
having code patterns different from each other or having the
same code pattern as each other.

When the same code pattern is used, the pointer 2 varies
the signaling timing of one code with respect to the signaling
timing of the other code in response to the pressure. There-
fore, in this instance also, by carrying out the correlation
matching operation process, two peaks appear in the corre-
lation characteristic, and not only the position of the pointer
2 but also the pressure can be detected. It is to be noted that,
where the code patterns of the two codes to be transmitted
from the pointer 2 are the same as each other, since it is
necessary to provide only one correlator, the configuration
of the correlation matching section 56 is further simplified.
Further, as the code, it is only necessary for a desired
correlation matching operation result to be calculated by the
correlation matching operation process, and for example, a
PN code (spread code) can be applied.

Modification 1

While the embodiment described above is an example
wherein two codes (first code C1 and second code C2)
transmitted from the pointer 2 are used to determine the
position and the pressure of the pointer 2, the present
invention is not limited to this configuration. It is possible to
use two codes transmitted from a pointer to detect not only
the position of the pointer but also, for example, information
regarding whether or not the pointer is contacting the sensor
section (the information is hereinafter referred to as “pen
down” information). In the description of modification 1, an
example is described wherein two codes transmitted from a
pointer are used to detect the position of the pointer, a state
in which the pointer is positioned in the proximity of (but
above) the sensor section (hovering state), and another state
in which the pointer is in contact with the sensor section (pen
down state).

First, a first example is described with reference to FIG.
2. In this first example, the configuration described herein-
above for pressure detection is applied. In particular,
whether or not a pressure higher than a predetermined value
is applied to a pointer is detected to determine whether the
pointer is in a state wherein it is positioned in the proximity
of the sensor section (hovering state) or another state
wherein it is contacting the sensor section (pen down stage).
Also in this first example, it is apparent that two codes
transmitted from the pointer may have code patterns differ-
ent from each other or the same as each other.

Now, a second example is described. FIG. 11 shows a
general configuration of a pointer of this second example. It
is to be noted that, in FIG. 11, like elements to those of the
embodiment (FIG. 2) described hereinabove are denoted by
like reference characters. Further, for the first code and the
second code, for example, a PN code (spread code) is used.

The pointer 100 of this example includes a first electrode
20 having a shape of a rod, a switch 101 (first switch), an
integrated circuit 102, a coil 24, a power production circuit
25, and a housing 129 which accommodates the components
mentioned above. The configuration of the pointer 100
except the switch 101 and the integrated circuit 102 are
similar to that of the first embodiment described herein-
above, and therefore, the configuration of only the switch
101 and the integrated circuit 102 is described.

The switch 101 is provided between the housing 129 and
a changeover switch 103, hereinafter described, within the
integrated circuit 102. Further, the switch 101 is engaged
with the first electrode 20 and configured such that, when the
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first electrode 20 functioning as the pen tip is pressed on the
scannable region 3a, then the switch 101 is placed into an
ON state.

The integrated circuit 102 includes a transmission code
production section 28 including a first code production
section 26 and a second code production section 27, and a
changeover switch 103 (second switch). It is to be noted that
the transmission code production section 28 has a configu-
ration similar to that of the embodiment described herein-
above.

The changeover switch 103 is connected at an input
terminal thereof to output terminals of the first code pro-
duction section 26 and the second code production section
27 and at an output terminal thereof to the first electrode 20.
The changeover switch 103 selects which one of a first code
C1 and a second code C2 should be transmitted. The
changeover operation of the changeover switch 103 is
controlled by a connection state (ON or OFF state) of the
switch 101. In particular, when the switch 101 is in an OFF
state (where the pointer 100 is in a hovering state wherein it
is afloat above the sensor section), the changeover switch
103 is connected to the second code production section 27,
but when the switch 101 is in an ON state (where the pointer
100 is placed in a pen down state wherein it is contacting the
sensor section), the changeover switch 103 is connected to
the first code production section 26.

In particular, when the pointer 100 is afloat above the
sensor section, the second code C2 is transmitted from the
pointer 100 to the sensor section. In this instance, the sensor
section detects a peak of the correlation value from the
reception signal corresponding to the second code C2, to
thereby detect that the pointer 100 is in a hovering state and
the position of the pointer 100 in the hovering state. On the
other hand, when the pointer 100 contacts the sensor section,
the first code C1 is transmitted from the pointer 100 to the
sensor section. In this instance, the sensor section detects a
peak of the correlation value from the reception signal
corresponding to the first code C1 to carry out position
detection. In this manner, by identifying the type (C1 or C2)
of the code transmitted, it can be determined whether the
pointer 100 is in a pen down state wherein it is contacting the
sensor section or in a hovering state. This can be carried out,
for example, by determining from which one of outputs of
the first correlator and the second correlator of a correlation
matching section in the reception system circuit group a
peak of the correlation value is obtained.

It is to be noted that, also in this example, the first code
production section 26 and the second code production
section 27 are provided in the integrated circuit 102, but the
present invention is not limited to this configuration.
Another configuration may be used wherein, for example, a
ROM is provided in the integrated circuit 102 and the first
code C1 and the second code C2 are stored in the ROM such
that, when transmitting a spread code, the codes are read out
from the ROM and transmitted.

Modification 2

In the description of modification 2, examples of a con-
figuration of a pointer are provided, which can detect
operational information of a side switch of the pointer, in
addition to the position and the pressure of the pointer, using
a plurality of codes transmitted from the pointer.

FIGS. 12A and 12B show a general configuration of the
pointers of this example. It is to be noted that, in FIGS. 12A
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and 12B, like elements to those of the embodiment described
hereinabove (FIG. 2) are denoted by like reference charac-
ters.

The pointer 110 illustrated in FIG. 12A includes a first
electrode 20 having a shape of a rod, a cylindrical second
electrode 21, a variable capacitor 22, an integrated circuit
111, a coil 24, a power production circuit 25, and a housing
129 which accommodates the components mentioned above.
Further, the pointer 110 includes an operation switch pro-
vided at a part of a side face of the housing 129, to be
operated by a finger or the like, that is, a so-called side
switch 113. The configuration of any other part of the pointer
110 than the integrated circuit 111 and the side switch 113 is
similar to that of the embodiment described hereinabove,
and therefore, the description of only the integrated circuit
111 and the side switch 113 is given.

The integrated circuit 111 includes a transmission code
production section 115 including a first code production
section 26 and a second code production section 27, a
changeover switch 114, and an inverter circuit 128.

The first code production section 26 and the second code
production section 27 have a configuration similar to that of
the embodiment described hereinabove and produce and
output a first code C1 and a second code C2, respectively.
Further, as the codes to be produced, a spread code repre-
sented by a PN code can be applied. It is to be noted that, the
position on the sensor section pointed to by the pointer 110
is detected based on the first code C1 produced by the first
code production section 26 as described hereinabove. Mean-
while, detection of pressure applied to the pointer 110, that
is, of so-called pen pressure, is carried out by detection of a
capacitance variation of a capacitor caused by the first
electrode 20 having a shape of a rod pressing the variable
capacitor 22 in response to the pressure. In particular, as
shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B, the production starting timing of
the second code C2 which is produced by the second code
production section 27 is varied in accordance with the
capacitance of the variable capacitor 22. Accordingly, the
pressure can be determined by detecting the time difference
between the code production starting timings of the second
code C2 and the first code C1 by means of the position
detection circuit 50.

Meanwhile, the second code C2 produced by the second
code production section 27 is supplied to the changeover
switch 114 together with an output inverted signal obtained
from the inverter circuit 128, to which the second code C2
is supplied. As the changeover switch 114 is controlled in
response to an operation of the operation switch (side
switch) 113, the second code C2 produced by the second
code production section 27 is supplied to the second elec-
trode 21 through the inverter circuit 128. It is to be noted that
the inverter circuit 128 and the changeover switch 114 form
a code inversion circuit 116.

According to this configuration, the interposition of the
inverter circuit 128 is controlled, which carries out signal
inversion of the second code C2 produced by the second
code production section 27 in response to an operation of the
operation switch (side switch) 113. The position detection
circuit 50 can detect whether or not the operation switch
(side switch) 113 is operated by detecting whether or not the
second code C2 produced by the second code production
section 27 is in a signal inverted state based on the process-
ing of the correlation matching section 56. It is to be noted
that the operation switch 113 is provided, for example, in
order to implement a function of the right click button or the
left click button of a mouse used in a personal computer.
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In the configuration shown in FIG. 12A, the inverter
circuit 128 is provided in the pointer 110, and a signal
outputted from the inverter circuit 128 in response to an
operation of the operation switch (side switch) 113 is
supplied to the second electrode to detect presence or
absence of an operation (activation) of the operation switch
(side switch) 113. In contrast, in the configuration of a
pointer 117 shown in FIG. 12B, the second electrode 21 is
formed from a first electrode piece 21a and a second
electrode piece 215b. Further, the pointer 117 includes a third
code production section 29 in addition to the first code
production section 26 and the second code production
section 27. It is to be noted that, if a code pattern of a third
code C3 produced by the third code production section 29 is
made different from code patterns of the first code C1 and
the second code C2 produced by the first code production
section 26 and the second code production section 27,
respectively, then the correlation matching section 56 which
forms the position detection circuit 50 can differentiate the
codes from one another.

The third code C3 produced by the third code production
section 29 is supplied to the second electrode piece 21b
through a switch 112, which is switched ON in response to
an operation of the operation switch (side switch) 113. By
detecting the third code C3 transmitted from the second
electrode piece 2156 by means of the position detection
circuit 50, it can be detected whether or not the operation
switch (side switch) 113 is operated. It is to be noted that the
second code C2 produced by the second code production
section 27 is supplied to the first electrode piece 21a and
used for pressure detection. While this example has the
configuration wherein the second electrode 21 is divided
into two elements including the first electrode piece 21a and
the second electrode piece 215, the present invention is not
limited to this configuration, and the second electrode 21 can
be divided further finely. The second electrode 21 may be
configured such that it is divided into a plurality of electrode
pieces disposed substantially cylindrically such that the
second code C2 is supplied to the odd-numbered ones of the
electrode pieces while the third code C3 is supplied to the
even-numbered ones of the electrode pieces. In this instance,
a stabile electric coupling characteristic can be assured
irrespective of the positional relationship between the sensor
section and a peripheral face of the pointer.

It is to be noted that this example may also be configured
such that, for example, a ROM is provided in the integrated
circuit 111 and the first code C1, second code C2 and third
code C3 are stored in advance in the ROM such that, when
transmitting codes, the codes are read out from the ROM.
Further, as described hereinabove with reference to FIGS.
3A and 3B, the codes including the first code C1, second
code C2 and third code C3 may have code patterns different
from one another or the same code pattern. However, where
the codes have the same code pattern, a predetermined time
difference is provided among the codes. Furthermore, while
this example has the configuration that the codes are sup-
plied to corresponding ones of the electrodes, it is also
possible to supply the codes to the same electrode, for
example, by using so-called resistance addition wherein the
codes are supplied through resistors or the like.

Modification 3

While, in the description of the embodiment and the
modifications 1 and 2 described above, codes themselves
from the pointer 2 are transmitted directly to the position
detector 3, the present invention is not limited to this
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configuration. Predetermined modulation may be applied to
spread codes, and the modulated codes (transmission codes)
may be transmitted from the pointer 2 to the position
detector 3. In the description of modification 3, a spread
code is used as the first and second codes and is PSK (Phase
Shift Keying) modulated.

FIGS. 13A and 13B show waveforms of a spread code
before and after PSK modulation. FIG. 13A shows a wave-
form of a spread code before PSK modulation and FIG. 13B
shows a waveform of the spread code after PSK modulation.

In this example, a spread code is PSK modulated with a
signal having a clock period that is %% the code period of the
spread code before modulation. It is to be noted that the ratio
between the clock period used for modulation and the code
period can be suitably adjusted depending on each applica-
tion. In the PSK modulation of this example, the phase is
reversed at a timing of transition of the level of the spread
code before modulation (FIG. 13A) from High to Low or
from Low to High, to produce a modulated signal (FIG.
13B).

FIG. 14 shows a general configuration of a pointer con-
figured to carry out the PSK modulation described above. It
is to be noted that, in FIG. 14, like elements to those of the
embodiment described hereinabove (FIG. 2) are denoted by
like reference characters. The pointer 120 includes a first
electrode 20, a second electrode 21, a variable capacitor 22,
an integrated circuit 121, a coil 24, a power production
circuit 25, and a housing 129 which accommodates the
components mentioned above. It is to be noted that the
configuration of the pointer 120 other than the integrated
circuit 121 is similar to that of the embodiment described
hereinabove, and therefore, description is given here only of
the integrated circuit 121.

The integrated circuit 121 includes a transmission code
production section 122, which in turn includes a first code
production section 26, a second code production section 27,
and two PSK modulators 123 and 124. The PSK modulator
123 is connected to the output side of the first code produc-
tion section 26 while the other PSK modulator 124 is
connected to the output side of the second code production
section 27. The first code production section 26 and the
second code production section 27 have a configuration
similar to that of the embodiment described hereinabove,
and both of the PSK modulators 123 and 124 can be
configured from a PSK modulator which is conventionally
used in the communication technology field.

It is to be noted that, while, in this example, the first code
C1 and the second code C2 are produced in the transmission
code production section 122 of the integrated circuit 121 and
are PSK modulated, the present invention is not limited to
this configuration. It is possible to use another configuration
wherein, for example, a ROM is provided in the integrated
circuit 121 and the first code C1 and the second code C2,
which are PSK modulated in advance, are stored in the ROM
such that, when transmitting spread codes, predetermined
modulated spread codes are read out from the ROM and
transmitted. It is to be noted that, in this instance, a corre-
sponding relationship between capacitance variation
amounts of the variable capacitor 22 and variation amounts
of the phase of the PSK modulated second code C2 is stored
in advance as a table in the ROM.

Further, since, in this example, a signal supplied to a
conductor group is PSK modulated, upon detection of a
reception signal, a circuit for demodulating the PSK modu-
lated signal is required. FIG. 15 shows a configuration of the
reception system circuit group in the position detector in this
example. It is to be noted that, in FIG. 15, like elements to
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those of the embodiment (FIG. 4) described hereinabove are
denoted by like reference characters.

The reception system circuit group 125 includes, as
principal components thereof, a reception amplifier 52, an
A/D conversion circuit 53, a PSK demodulator 126, a serial
to parallel conversion section 54, a shift register 55, a
correlation matching section 56, a memory 57, and a posi-
tion and pressure calculation section 58. The reception
amplifier 52, A/D conversion circuit 53, PSK demodulator
126, serial to parallel conversion section 54, shift register 55,
correlation matching section 56, memory 57 and position
and pressure calculation section 58 are connected in this
order from the input side of a reception signal. In particular,
in the reception system circuit group 125 of this example,
the PSK demodulator 126 is provided between the A/D
conversion circuit 53 and the serial to parallel conversion
section 54. Except for this, the reception system circuit
group 125 has a configuration similar to that of the embodi-
ment described hereinabove. It is to be noted that the PSK
demodulator 126 can be formed from a PSK demodulator
which is conventionally used in the communication tech-
nology field.

If a spread code to be transmitted is PSK modulated as in
this example, then since a clock signal of a period shorter
than the code period of the spread code is used, the fre-
quency of signal transitions upon rise and fall of spread
codes detected by the reception system circuit group 125 can
be increased, and errors in position and pressure detection
can be reduced. Further, since a spread code is PSK modu-
lated, the frequency range of the transmission signal can be
increased and the noise tolerance can be improved.

Modification 4

In modification 4, a spread code is used as the first and
second codes and is FSK (Frequency Shift Keying) modu-
lated. Waveforms of a spread code before and after FSK
modulation are shown in FIGS. 16A and 16B, respectively.
FIG. 16A shows a waveform of the spread code before FSK
modulation and FIG. 16B shows a waveform of the spread
code after FSK modulation.

In the present example described below, a spread code is
FSK modulated using signals having clock periods equal to
V5 and V4, respectively, the code period of the spread code
before modulation. In the FSK modulation of the present
example, a High level state of a spread code before modu-
lation (FIG. 16A) is associated with a signal having four
times the frequency of that of the spread code before
modulation, while a Low level state is associated with a
signal having twice the frequency of the spread code before
modulation, to thereby obtain a modulated signal (FIG.
16B). It is to be noted that the ratio between the clock
period(s) used for modulation and the code period can be
suitably adjusted depending on each application.

FIG. 17 shows a general configuration of a pointer con-
figured to carry out the FSK modulation described above. It
is to be noted that, in FIG. 17, like elements to those of the
embodiment described hereinabove (FIG. 2) are denoted by
like reference characters. The pointer 130 includes a first
electrode 20, a second electrode 21, a variable capacitor 22,
an integrated circuit 131, a coil 24, a power production
circuit 25, and a housing 129 which accommodates the
components mentioned above. It is to be noted that the
configuration of the pointer 130 other than the integrated
circuit 131 is similar to that of the embodiment described
hereinabove, and therefore, description is given here only of
the integrated circuit 131.
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The integrated circuit 131 includes a transmission code
production section 132, which in turn includes a first code
production section 26, a second code production section 27,
and two FSK modulators 133 and 134. The FSK modulator
133 is connected to the output side of the first code produc-
tion section 26 while the other FSK modulator 134 is
connected to the output side of the second code production
section 27. The first code production section 26 and the
second code production section 27 have a configuration
similar to that of the embodiment described hereinabove,
and both of the FSK modulators 133 and 134 can be
configured from an FSK modulator which is conventionally
used in the communication technology field.

It is to be noted that, while, in this example, the first code
C1 and the second code C2 are produced in the transmission
code production section 132 of the integrated circuit 131 and
are FSK modulated, the present invention is not limited to
this configuration. It is possible to use another configuration
wherein, for example, a ROM is provided in the integrated
circuit 131 and the first code C1 and the second code C2,
which are FSK modulated, are stored in the ROM such that,
when transmitting spread codes, predetermined modulated
spread codes are read out from the ROM and transmitted. It
is to be noted that, in this instance, a corresponding rela-
tionship between capacitance variation amounts of the vari-
able capacitor 22 and variation amounts of the phase of the
FSK modulated second code C2 is stored in advance as a
table in the ROM.

Further, since, in this example, a signal supplied to a
conductor group is FSK modulated, upon detection of a
reception signal, a circuit for demodulating the FSK modu-
lated signal is required. FIG. 18 shows a configuration of the
reception system circuit group in the position detector in this
example. It is to be noted that, in FIG. 18, like elements to
those of the embodiment (FIG. 4) described hereinabove are
denoted by like reference characters.

The reception system circuit group 135 includes, as
principal components thereof, a reception amplifier 52, an
A/D conversion circuit 53, an FSK demodulator 136, a serial
to parallel conversion section 54, a shift register 55, a
correlation matching section 56, a memory 57, and a posi-
tion and pressure calculation section 58. The reception
amplifier 52, A/D conversion circuit 53, FSK demodulator
136, serial to parallel conversion section 54, shift register 55,
correlation matching section 56, memory 57 and position
and pressure calculation section 58 are connected in this
order from the input side of a reception signal. In particular,
in the reception system circuit group 135 of this example,
the FSK demodulator 136 is provided between the A/D
conversion circuit 53 and the serial to parallel conversion
section 54. Except for this, the reception system circuit
group 135 has a configuration similar to that of the embodi-
ment described hereinabove. It is to be noted that the FSK
demodulator 136 can be formed from an FSK demodulator
which is conventionally used in the communication tech-
nology field.

If a spread code to be transmitted is FSK modulated as in
this example, then since a clock signal of a period shorter
than the code period of the spread code is used, the fre-
quency of signal transitions upon rise and fall of spread
codes detected by the reception system circuit group 135 can
be increased, and errors in position and pressure detection
can be reduced. Further, since a spread code is FSK modu-
lated, the frequency range of the transmission signal can be
increased and the noise tolerance can be improved.

Modification 5

In the modification 2 described with reference to FIGS.
12A and 12B, a configuration is described for assuring a
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stable electric coupling characteristic between the sensor
section and the pointer, irrespective of the positional rela-
tionship between the sensor section and a peripheral face of
the pointer. In modification 5, a configuration is described
for detecting an operational state of a pointer with reference
to FIG. 19. More particularly, a configuration is described
for detecting the following three operational states.

(1) Detection of a rotational angle r around the pen tip of
a pointer 146 as a reference axis.

(2) Detection of the inclination 6 of the pointer 146, with
its pen tip as a reference point, relative to a plane of the
scannable region 3a (the plane formed by the sensor section
30 coupled to the position detection circuit 50).

(3) Detection of the rotational angle ¢ of the pointer 146
when the pointer 146 is projected to the plane of the
scannable region 3a (or a plane parallel to that plane), where
the pointer 146 is rotated with its pen tip as a reference point
while maintaining the inclination 0, that is, where the pointer
146 is rotated in such a manner as to draw a cone with its pen
tip as a reference point while maintaining the inclination 6.

It is to be noted that those elements which have already
been described hereinabove are denoted by like reference
characters and description of them is omitted. Further, as
hereinafter described, information (r, 6, @) is set with
reference to a predetermined electrode piece disposed in the
housing of the pointer 146.

It is assumed that, in FIG. 19, the pointer 146 itself is
positioned at a predetermined rotational angle r around the
center of rotation provided by the pen tip (axis), which forms
the first electrode 20. Further, it is assumed that the pointer
146 points to a position with the inclination 6 with respect
to the plane of the scannable region 3a of the position
detector 3, with its pen tip that forms the first electrode 20
as a reference point. Furthermore, it is assumed that, where
the pointer 146 is rotated so as to draw a circle on the plane
of the scannable region 3a with its pen tip as a reference
point while maintaining the inclination 0, that is, where the
pointer 146 is rotated such that a cone having the apex at the
pen tip is formed by a locus of movement of the pointer 146,
the pointer 146, when projected to the plane of the scannable
region 3a (in FIG. 19, a plan parallel to the plane mentioned
above), has a rotational angle cp.

Further, a plurality of reception conductors X1, X2, X3,
Y1, Y2 and Y3 shown in FIG. 19 are schematically repre-
sented to detect the information (r, 6, @) of the pointer 146.
It is to be noted that the reception conductors X1, X2 and X3
correspond to the second conductors 33 which form the
second conductor group 34. Meanwhile, the plurality of
reception conductors Y1, Y2 and Y3 correspond to the first
conductors 31 which form the first conductor group 32. In
order to facilitate understanding, it is assumed that the pen
tip of the pointer 146 is disposed at a crossing point of the
reception conductors X2 and Y2 and the pointer 146 is
inclined by the angle 8 toward the reception conductor Y3
side along a direction perpendicular to the reception con-
ductors Y1, Y2 and Y3, that is, along a direction in which the
reception conductors X1, X2 and X3 extend.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 20, a transmission
signal production section 73 of an integrated circuit 72
accommodated in the pointer 146 includes a first code
production section 26, a second code production section 27,
a third code production section 29, a fourth code production
section 65, and a fifth code production section 66, which
produce and output a first code C1, a second code C2, a third
code C3, a fourth code C4 and a fifth code C5, respectively.
It is to be noted that a configuration that the codes have code
patterns different from each other such that they can be
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identified from each other may be adopted or another
configuration that the codes are produced with a predeter-
mined time difference given therebetween so that they can
be identified on the time axis may be adopted. It is to be
noted that, where the codes are produced with a predeter-
mined time difference given therebetween, the codes may be
configured such that they have a plurality of code patterns or
may be configured such that they have the same code
pattern. In short, any configuration may be used as long as
the codes can be identified from each other and detected on
the side of the position detector 3. In this embodiment, it is
assumed that the first code C1, second code C2, third code
C3, fourth code C4 and fifth code C5 have code patterns
different from one another.

A second electrode 211 is composed of a plurality of
electrode pieces (211a, 2115, 211¢ and 211d) electrically
divided from one another and disposed along a circumfer-
ential face of the inner side of the housing 129 in the
proximity of the pen tip of the pointer 146. A signal of the
third code C3 is supplied to the electrode piece 21la; a
signal of the second code C2 is supplied to the electrode
piece 2114; the fourth code C4 is supplied to the electrode
piece 211c¢; and the fifth code C5 is supplied to the electrode
piece 211d. Further, the signal of the first code C1 is supplied
to the first electrode 20. When the variable capacitor 22 is
pressed by pressure applied to the first electrode 20, the
capacitance of the variable capacitor 22 varies, and as a
result, the pressure can be detected as described herein-
above. In the present embodiment, the second electrode 211
is composed of a plurality of electrode pieces, and a plurality
of codes having different code patterns from one another are
respectively supplied to the plurality of electrode pieces. It
is to be noted that it is possible to supply a plurality of codes
having a time difference from each other and having the
same code pattern to the plurality of electrode pieces.

Now, a detection principle of the information (r, 6, @) is
described. Further, in detecting each information, the
arrangement position of the electrode piece 211a in the
housing of the pointer 146 and a code supplied to the
electrode piece 211a are described, as references to the
information (r, 6, ¢).

First, detection of the rotational angle r (rotational posi-
tion r) is described. In order to facilitate understanding, it is
assumed that the pointer 146 points to a crossing point
between the reception conductor X2 and the reception
conductor Y2 and the position is pointed to in the vertical
direction with respect to the plane of the scannable region
3a. In other words, it is assumed that the inclination 6 is 90
degrees. If, in this state, the pointer 146 is rotated along the
circumferential face thereof around the pen tip, then the
distance, for example, between the reception conductor Y2
and the electrode pieces 211qa, 2115, 211¢ and 2114 which
form the second electrode 211 varies in response to the
rotation of the pointer 146. Consequently, the detection
signal level when each code is received through each
electrode piece on the reception conductor Y2 varies.
Accordingly, by detecting the variation of the signal level of
each code, the rotational position r of the pointer 146 can be
detected, with reference to the detection signal from the
electrode piece 211a.

It is to be noted that, as a reception conductor used when
the rotational angle r is detected, it is also possible to use the
reception conductor X2 in place of the reception conductor
Y2. Further, if the detection signal level of a plurality of
codes detected by a plurality of reception conductors (for
example, Y1, Y2 and Y3 or X1, X2 and X3) or all reception
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conductors (for example, X1, X2, X3, Y1, Y2 and Y3) is
used, then the rotational position r can be determined more
particularly.

Now, detection of the inclination 6 of the pointer 146 with
respect to the plane of the scannable region 3a with its pen
tip as a reference point is described. It is assumed that the
pointer 146 is inclined so as to exhibit an inclination 6 along
the extending direction of the reception conductor X2 in a
state wherein the rotational position r is maintained as seen
in FIG. 19. In this state, the detection signal level from the
reception conductor Y3 is higher than the detection signal
level from the reception conductor Y1. Accordingly, the
inclination 6 of the pointer 146 can be determined by
comparing the detection signal levels from a plurality of
reception conductors disposed in the proximity of the posi-
tion pointed to by the pointer 146. It can be readily recog-
nized that, where the pointer 146 is inclined so as to exhibit
the inclination 6 along the extending direction of the recep-
tion conductor Y2, the inclination of the pointer 146 can be
detected based on a similar principle.

Further, the rotational angle @ of the pointer 146 obtained
by projecting the position of the pointer 146, which is
rotated while maintaining the inclination 8 with its pen tip
as a reference point, to the plane of the scannable region 3a
can be detected by developing the detection principle of the
inclination 6 described above. In particular, the rotational
angle ¢ of the pointer 146 can be detected by comparing the
detection signal levels from a plurality of reception conduc-
tors, for example, the reception conductors Y1, Y2 and Y3
and/or the reception conductors X1, X2 and X3.

According to such a configuration as shown in FIG. 20,
since the distances between the electrode pieces disposed in
the housing of the pointer 146 and a predetermined reception
conductor are different from each other, as a result, electric
coupling relationships between the individual electrode
pieces and the reception conductor differ from one another.
Accordingly, by comparing the signal levels when the codes
(C2, C3, C4 and C5) are detected with respect to a prede-
termined reception conductor with each other, the informa-
tion (r, 0, @) representative of a state of the pointer 146 can
be detected.

It is to be noted that, while, in the description of the
present embodiment, the detection principle of the informa-
tion (r, 0, ¢) is described using the second electrode 211
composed of four electrode pieces, the number of electrode
pieces is not limited to this specific number. Further, as the
first code C1 used for detection of the pointing position of
the pointer 146, a code having the same code pattern as that
of the other codes can be used, as described hereinabove.
While, in this embodiment, the plurality of electrode pieces
(211a, 2115, 211¢ and 2114) have a structure such that they
are disposed in a circular pattern inside the housing 129 of
the pointer 146, it is otherwise possible to use a structure
such that they are disposed on an outer peripheral portion of
the pointer 146, for example, near the pen tip.

Modification 6

In the position detector 3 of the embodiment shown in
FIG. 4, a predetermined conductor is selected from within
the first conductor group 32 and the second conductor group
34, but the present invention is not limited to this configu-
ration. The selection circuit may be composed of two
selection circuits, one of which is used as a selection circuit
for selecting a predetermined conductor from within the first
conductor group 32 while the other is used as a selection
circuit for selecting a predetermined conductor from within
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the second conductor group 34. Also in this example, a
spread code may be used as the first and second codes.

FIG. 21 shows a general configuration of a position
detector of modification 6. It is to be noted that, in FIG. 21,
like elements to those of the embodiment (FIG. 4) described
hereinabove are denoted by like reference characters. Fur-
ther, in FIG. 21, only components around a selection circuit
201 are shown to simplify the description.

The selection circuit 201 of the position detector 200 of
this example is composed of a first selection circuit 202 for
selecting a predetermined one of the first conductors 31 in a
predetermined order from within the first conductor group
32, and a second selection circuit 203 for selecting a
predetermined one of the second conductors 33 in a prede-
termined order from within the second conductor group 34.
Further, the first selection circuit 202 and the second selec-
tion circuit 203 are connected to the reception system circuit
group 51. It is to be noted that the configuration of the
position detector 200 of the present example other than the
selection circuit 201 is similar to that of the embodiment
described hereinabove.

In the position detector 200 of the present example,
operation of the first selection circuit 202 for selecting a
predetermined one of the first conductors 31 from within the
first conductor group 32 and operation of the second selec-
tion circuit 203 for selecting a predetermined one of the
second conductors 33 from within the second conductor
group 34 are carried out at the same time. Therefore, in this
example, an output signal of the first selection circuit 202
and an output signal of the second selection circuit 203 are
inputted to the reception system circuit group 51. In the
present example, correlation calculation codes respectively
corresponding to the two spread codes C1 and C2 are used
to calculate correlation values to carry out position detection
and pressure detection of the pointer.

Further, in the configuration of the position detector 200
of the modification 6, the reception system circuit group for
processing an output signal of the first selection circuit 202
may be provided separately from the reception system
circuit group for processing an output signal of the second
selection circuit 203. In this instance, both of the position
detection and the pressure detection of the pointer may be
carried out by both of the reception system circuit groups, or
the position detection and the pressure detection of the
pointer may be carried out by one of the reception system
circuit groups while only the position detection of the
pointer is carried out by the other reception system circuit
group. In the former case, high speed detection can be
achieved. On the other hand, where the latter is applied, the
configuration becomes simpler. It is also possible to select an
output signal of the first selection circuit 202 and an output
signal of the second selection circuit 203 by means of a
changeover (switching) circuit and supply the selected out-
put signals time-divisionally to a common reception system
circuit group to carry out the position detection and the
pressure detection of the pointer.

Modification 7

While, in the description of the embodiment and the
modifications 1 to 6 described above, the position detection
apparatus is a tablet, the present invention is not limited to
this configuration. The position detection apparatus may
have not only a function of a tablet but also a function of a
touch panel wherein a user touches a screen of a position
detector with a finger to carry out a predetermined operation.
In the modification 7, the position detection apparatus hav-
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ing both functions of the tablet and the touch panel is
described. In this example, a spread code is used as the first
and second codes.

FIG. 22 shows a general configuration of a position
detector of the position detection apparatus of the present
example. The position detection apparatus of the present
example uses, as the pointer thereof, one of those described
in connection with the embodiment and the modifications 1
to 5. Therefore, description is given here only of the con-
figuration of the position detector. It is to be noted that, in
FIG. 22, like elements to those of the embodiment shown in
FIG. 4 are denoted by like reference characters. Further, in
FIG. 22, a flow of processes for a reception signal is
indicated by solid line arrow marks, and flows of a control
signal, a clock signal and so forth are indicated by broken
line arrow marks. However, in FIG. 22, broken line arrow
marks indicating flows of a control signal, a clock signal and
so forth of the reception system circuit group 51 are omitted
to simplify the description.

The position detector 210 of the present example
includes, as principal components thereof, a sensor section
30 for detecting pointed positions of a plurality of different
types of pointers, such as a pointer 147 having a shape of a
pen, a plurality of fingers 148a and 1485 and so forth as
pointers, a selection circuit 220 for selecting and changing
(switching) over a plurality of conductors which form the
sensor section 30, and a position detection circuit 230. It is
to be noted that, since the sensor section 30 has a configu-
ration similar to that of the embodiment shown in FIG. 4,
description of the configuration of the sensor section 30 is
omitted.

The selection circuit 220 is composed of a first selection
circuit 221 and a second selection circuit 222. The first
selection circuit 221 is connected to a first conductor group
32 composed of a plurality of first conductors 31 disposed in
parallel in a y direction in FIG. 22 and selects a predeter-
mined one of the first conductors 31 in a predetermined
order from within the first conductor group 32. Meanwhile,
the second selection circuit 222 is connected to a second
conductor group 34 composed of second conductors 33
disposed in parallel in an x direction in FIG. 22 and selects
a predetermined one of the second conductors 33 in a
predetermined order from within the second conductor
group 34. It is to be noted that the changeover (switching)
control of the first selection circuit 221 and the second
selection circuit 222 is controlled by a control signal out-
putted from the control section 63 which cooperates with the
central processing unit 62.

The position detection circuit 230 includes a reception
system circuit group 51, an oscillator 60, a drive circuit 61,
a central processing unit 62, a control section 63, a spread
code production section 231 (code supplying section), a first
changeover (switch) section 232, and a second changeover
(switch) section 233. The position detection circuit 230 of
the present example is configured such that it includes, in
addition to the components of the position detection circuit
50 of the embodiment (FIG. 4) described hereinabove, the
spread code production section 231, first changeover section
232 and second changeover section 233. The configuration
of'the other part of the position detection circuit 230 than the
spread code production section 231, first changeover section
232 and second changeover section 233 is similar to that of
the embodiment described hereinabove.

Where the position detector 210 is to operate as a touch
panel which accepts an operation by a finger, the spread code
production section 231 supplies a spread code to a prede-
termined one of the first conductors 31 of the first conductor
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group 32. It is to be noted that the spread code production
section 231 preferably produces a signal having a third
spread code C3 different from a signal of the first code C1
or a signal of the second code C2 transmitted from the
pointer 147 having a shape of a pen. However, the present
invention is not limited to this configuration, and it is only
necessary for the spread code production section 231 to
produce a predetermined code, which enables recognition of
multiple pen operations simultaneously, that is, recognition
of the type of a pointer such as a finger or a pen. When the
position detector 210 operates as a touch panel, at a position
at which a finger of a user contacts the position detector 210,
since a current is shunted to the ground, for example,
through the finger, or a movement of the current between
conductors crossing with each other occurs, the level of a
reception signal obtained through the crossing point of the
conductors at the touched position varies. Therefore, by
detecting this level variation by means of the reception
system circuit group 51, the touched position can be detected
two-dimensionally.

The first changeover section 232 carries out changeover
between a flow of signals when the position detector 210 is
to operate as a tablet for accepting a pen operation, and a
flow of signals when the position detector 210 is to operate
as a touch panel which accepts an operation of a finger. In
particular, when the position detector 210 is to operate as a
tablet, since the first conductor group 32 acts as reception
conductors, an output terminal of the first selection circuit
221 is connected to an input terminal of the second change-
over section 233 through a switch SW2 of the first change-
over section 232. At this time, a switch SW1 of the first
changeover section 232 places the spread code production
section 231 and the first selection circuit 221 into a mutually
disconnected state. On the other hand, when the position
detector 210 is to operate as a touch panel, since the first
conductor group 32 acts as a transmission medium, the
output terminal of the spread code production section 231 is
connected to the first selection circuit 221 through the switch
SW1 of the first changeover section 232. At this time, the
switch SW2 of the first changeover section 232 places the
first selection circuit 221 and the second changeover section
233 into a mutually disconnected state. It is to be noted that
the changeover operation of the first changeover section 232
is controlled by a control signal (broken line arrow mark in
FIG. 22) outputted from the control section 63 which
cooperates with the central processing unit 62.

When the position detector 210 is to operate as a touch
panel for accepting an operation of a finger, the second
changeover section 233 connects the second selection circuit
222 and the reception amplifier 52 to each other in an
interlocking relationship with the connection between the
spread code production section 231 and the first selection
circuit 221 through the first changeover section 232 under
the control of the control section 63 which cooperates with
the central processing unit 62. Where the first changeover
section 232 and the second changeover section 233 are
controlled in this manner, a transmission signal produced by
the spread code production section 231 is successively
supplied to the first conductors 31 which form the first
conductor group 32 through the first selection circuit 221
while the second conductors 33 which form the second
conductor group 34 are successively selected by the second
selection circuit 222 and connected to the reception ampli-
fier 52. By this configuration, an operation by a user can be
detected two-dimensionally.

On the other hand, when the position detector 210 is to
operate as a tablet for accepting an operation of a pen, the
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second changeover section 233 connects the first selection
circuit 221 connected through the first changeover section
232 and the second selection circuit 222 alternately to the
reception amplifier 52, under the control of the control
section 63 which cooperates with the central processing unit
62. Since the first changeover section 232 and the second
changeover section 233 are controlled in this manner, the
pointed position by an operation of a pen can be detected
two-dimensionally.

Next, an example of operation of a function as a touch
panel and a function as a tablet of the position detector 210
of the present example is described briefly. In an example
illustrated in FIG. 23, operation as a touch panel and
operation as a tablet are switched after every predetermined
interval of time. In particular, the first changeover section
232 and the second changeover section 233 are changed
over in an interlocked relationship with each other after
every predetermined period of time under the control of the
control section 63, which cooperates with the central pro-
cessing unit 62, to detect presence of pointers such as a
finger and a pen or positions pointed to by the pointers. In
the present example, a position detection operation (tablet
function) of the pointer 147 having a shape of a pen and a
detection operation (touch panel function) of the touched
positions by the fingers 148a and 1485 are repeated alter-
nately after every predetermined period of time (in the
example of FIG. 23, for example, 10 ms).

It is to be noted that the operation of the position detector
210 of the present example is not limited to the time
divisional operation illustrated in the example of FIG. 23.
For example, it is also possible to detect presence of a
plurality of kinds of pointers represented by a finger and a
pen on the sensor section 30 at the same time. In this
instance, the position detector 210 operates in the following
manner. It is to be noted that, in the following example of an
operation, a transmission signal which includes a first spread
code and a second spread code, which is different from the
first spread code, is transmitted from a pen, and a transmis-
sion signal which includes a third spread code different from
both the first and second spread codes allocated to the pen
is produced by and outputted from the spread code produc-
tion section 231 shown in FIG. 22.

First, the spread code production section 231 produces a
transmission signal including the third spread code and
repetitively supplies the transmission signal in a predeter-
mined order to a plurality of first conductors 31, which form
the first conductor group 32, through the switch SW1 of the
first changeover section 232 and the first selection circuit
221. Thereupon, to the reception amplifier 52 which com-
poses the reception system circuit group 51, the selected
conductor is connected through the second selection circuit
222 and the second changeover section 233. It is to be noted
that the second selection circuit 222 selects a predetermined
conductor from among the plurality of second conductors
33, which form the second conductor group 34 by a selection
operation in accordance with a predetermined order.

Then, the A/D conversion circuit 53 converts an analog
signal outputted from the reception amplifier 52 into a
digital signal whose one word is formed from a predeter-
mined number of bits. Then, the serial to parallel conversion
section 54 and the shift register 55 carry out serial to parallel
conversion of the digital signal into a word having a word
length corresponding to the code length of a spread code
(C1, C2 and C3), and supplies the signal obtained by the
conversion to the correlation matching section 56.

Then, the correlation matching section 56 carries out a
correlation matching operation between the digital signal
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supplied thereto and individual correlation calculation
codes. By this configuration, presence or absence of the first,
second and third spread codes (C1, C2 and C3) is detected
and also their signal levels are detected.

In particular, the operation described above is the same
operation for detecting the detection operation of a touched
position (touch panel function). Accordingly, the detection
operation of the finger position in this operation state is such
as described hereinabove. In this operation state, if the pen
is operated, then by detecting a spread code of at least one
of'the first code C1 and the second code C2 transmitted from
the pen by means of the correlation matching section 56,
presence of the pen or the pointing position of the pen can
be recognized. Then, by switching to the function of the
position detector 210 as a tablet based on the recognition of
the presence or absence of a pen operation, the pen position
can be detected two-dimensionally.

On the other hand, if two kinds of pointers including a
finger and a pen are detected at the same time by the position
detection circuit 230, then by switching the function of the
position detector 210 time-divisionally between the touch
panel function and the tablet function as illustrated in FIG.
23, it is possible to create a state wherein operations of a
finger and a pen appear to be detected at the same time. It
is also possible to switch the function setting such that,
where a pen and a finger are detected at the same time, the
position detector enters the mode for detecting one of the
pen and the finger (touch panel function or tablet function).

Further, in the present example, when the position detec-
tor 210 is to operate as a touch panel, a plurality of spread
codes having phases different from each other may be
supplied to corresponding ones of the plurality of first
conductors 31 at the same time such that the plurality of
spread codes are transmitted by phase multiplex transmis-
sion. For example, where the number of first conductors 31
is n, n spread codes having different phases from one another
are produced from a spread code of one code pattern by the
spread code production section 231 and are supplied in a
corresponding relationship to the first conductors 31. Or,
spread codes of n code patterns different from one another
may be produced and supplied in a corresponding relation-
ship to the n first conductors 31.

In this instance, the reception system circuit group 51 may
adopt a configuration which includes correlation calculation
codes corresponding to the spread codes produced by the
spread code production section 231, and correlation match-
ing operations with the individual received spread codes are
carried out simultaneously. It is to be noted that, in this
configuration, at least one of the first selection circuit 221
and the second selection circuit 222 which form the selec-
tion circuit 220 is not necessarily required.

Further, the position detector 210 of the present example
includes a configuration for carrying out time-divisional
switching between a touch panel function for detecting a
finger as a pointer and a pen tablet function for detecting a
pen as a different type of pointer. However, regardless of
which function is performed by the position detector 210,
the second conductors 33 which form the second conductor
group 34 are always used for signal reception. Accordingly,
as described hereinabove, where the reception system circuit
group 51 includes a circuit configuration which can simul-
taneously detect a transmission signal supplied from the
spread code production section 231 used to detect a finger as
a pointer, and a transmission signal supplied from a pen as
a pointer of a different type, when the finger position in the
x direction is determined, the pen position in the x direction
can also be determined simultaneously. Therefore, as a next
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process for determining the pen position, since the pen
position in the x direction is acquired already, it is necessary
to determine only the pen position in the y direction.
Accordingly, since the position detector 210 of the present
example has such a circuit configuration as described above,
simultaneous detection of a pen and a finger by the sensor
section 30 can be carried out at a high speed.

Furthermore, regarding detection of the presence or
absence of an operation of the side switch 113 shown in FIG.
12 (modification 2), by providing a configuration for sup-
plying an operational signal from the side switch 113 to the
delay setting circuit 142 of FIG. 3 and switching the
potential Vth, it can be detected that the side switch 113 is
operated. For example, the potential Vth which is set by the
delay setting circuit 142 in response to the fact that the side
switch 113 is operated is switched, for example, to a high
potential. If the potential Vth is set to the high potential, then
even if the pressing force by the pointer is the same, a signal
outputted from the delay setting circuit 12 is outputted after
it is further delayed by a predetermined period of time. By
this configuration, the production timing of a signal to be
outputted from the second code production section with
respect to a signal outputted from the first code production
section is controlled in accordance with the operation of the
side switch 113, and as a result, the presence or absence of
an operation of the side switch 113 can be detected.

Further, while the pointer 2 shown in FIG. 2, the pointers
110 and 117 shown in FIGS. 12A and 12B, the pointer 120
shown in FIG. 14, the pointer 130 shown in FIG. 17 and so
forth have a configuration that a signal outputted from the
first code production section 26, second code production
section 27 or third code production section 29 is supplied to
a corresponding one of the first electrode 20 and the second
electrode 21, the supplying configuration is not limited to
this specific configuration. In particular, the signals can be
added through resistors or the like and supplied to the first
electrode 20 or the second electrode 21. According to this
configuration, the signal supplying points to the first elec-
trode 20 or the second electrode 21 can be reduced, and the
configuration as a pointer can be simplified.

While, in the description of the embodiment and the
modifications 1 to 7 described above, an excitation signal is
received from an excitation coil of the sensor section to
produce a driving voltage for the integrated circuit in the
pointer, the present invention is not limited to this configu-
ration, and a power supply such as, for example, a dry cell
may be provided inside the pointer.

The invention claimed is:

1. A pen-shaped position indicator configured to capaci-
tively couple with a sensor surface, the pen-shaped position
indicator comprising: a pen-shaped body having a pen-tip
portion; a first electrode arranged at a first position of the
pen-tip portion; a second electrode arranged at a second
position of the pen-tip portion different from the first posi-
tion, the second position being off an axis of the pen-shaped
position indicator; a signal production circuit configured to
generate first and second signals that are distinguishable
from each other; and conductive lines extending between the
signal production circuit and the first and second electrodes,
respectively, wherein the first and second signals generated
by the signal production circuit, in operation, are transmitted
to the first and second electrodes via the conductive lines;
wherein the first and second electrodes are configured to
form first and second capacitive relationships with the
sensor surface, respectively, to generate detection signals in
the sensor surface based on which angle information of the
pen-shaped position indicator is obtainable.
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2. The pen-shaped position indicator according to claim 1,
wherein the first and second electrodes are arranged at the
first and second positions that are different along the axis of
the pen-shaped position indicator.

3. The pen-shaped position indicator according to claim 1,
wherein the second electrode comprises plural electrode
pieces arranged to surround the axis of the pen-shaped
position indicator.

4. The pen-shaped position indicator according to claim 1,
wherein the first and second electrodes are arranged to
surround the axis of the penshaped position indicator.

5. The pen-shaped position indicator according to claim 1,
wherein the angle information is a tilt angle of the pen-
shaped position indicator relative to the sensor surface.

6. The pen-shaped position indicator according to claim 3,
wherein the angle information is a rotation angle of the
pen-shaped position indicator about the axis of the pen-
shaped position indicator.

7. The pen-shaped position indicator according to claim 1,
wherein the first and second signals are different in type
from each other.

8. The pen-shaped position indicator according to claim 1,
wherein the first and second signals are of the same type but
have a time difference from each other.

9. The pen-shaped position indicator according to claim 1,
further comprising: a coil configured to receive an excitation
signal; and a power generation circuit configured to generate
a drive voltage based on the excitation signal; wherein the
drive voltage is supplied to the signal production circuit to
generate the first and second signals.

10. A pen-shaped position indicator configured to capaci-
tively couple with a sensor surface, the pen-shaped position
indicator comprising:

a pen-shaped body having a pen-tip portion;

first and second electrodes arranged near the pen-tip

portion to surround an axis of the pen-shaped position
indicator; and

a signal production circuit configured to generate first and

second signals that are distinguishable from each other;
and

conductive lines extending between the signal production

circuit and the first and second electrodes, respectively,
wherein the first and second signals generated by the
signal production circuit, in operation, are transmitted
to the first and second electrodes via the conductive
lines;

wherein the first and second electrodes are configured to

form first and second capacitive relationships with the
sensor surface, respectively, to generate detection sig-
nals in the sensor surface based on which angle infor-
mation of the penshaped position indicator is obtain-
able.

11. The pen-shaped position indicator according to claim
10, wherein the pen-tip portion includes a conductive pen
tip, to which the signal production circuit transmits a signal
via a conductive line.

12. The pen-shaped position indicator according to claim
10, wherein the angle information is a tilt angle of the
pen-shaped position indicator relative to the sensor surface.

13. The pen-shaped position indicator according to claim
10, wherein the angle information is a rotation angle of the
pen-shaped position indicator about the axis of the pen-
shaped position indicator.

14. A method of detecting angle information of a pen-
shaped position indicator, the method comprising: forming a
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first capacitive relationship between a sensor surface and
first electrode, which is arranged at a first position of a
pen-tip portion of the pen-shaped position indicator and is
supplied with a first signal generated by a signal production
circuit and transmitted via a first conductive line in the
pen-shaped position indicator; forming a second capacitive
relationship between the sensor surface and a second elec-
trode, which is arranged at a second position of the pen-tip
portion different from the first position and off an axis of the
pen-shaped position indicator and is supplied with a second
signal generated by the signal production circuit and trans-
mitted via a second conductive line in the pen-shaped
position indicator, wherein the second signal is distinguish-
able from the first signal; and detecting angular information
of the pen-shaped position indicator based on the first and
second capacitive relationships.

15. The method according to claim 14, wherein the first
and second electrodes are arranged at the first and second
positions that are different along the axis of the pen-shaped
position indicator.

16. The method according to claim 14, wherein the second
electrode comprises plural electrode pieces arranged to
surround the axis of the penshaped position indicator.

17. The method according to claim 14, wherein the first
and second electrodes are arranged to surround the axis of
the pen-shaped position indicator.

18. The method according to claim 14, wherein the angle
information is a tilt angle of the pen-shaped position indi-
cator relative to the sensor surface.

19. The method according to claim 16, wherein the angle
information is a rotation angle of the pen-shaped position
indicator about the axis of the pen-shaped position indicator.

20. The method according to claim 14, wherein the first
and second signals are different in type from each other.

21. The method according to claim 14, wherein the first
and second signals are of the same type but have a time
difference from each other.

22. A method of detecting angle information of a pen-
shaped position indicator, the method comprising:

forming first and second capacitive relationships between

a sensor surface and first and second electrodes, respec-
tively, wherein the first and second electrodes are
arranged near a pen-tip portion of the pen-shaped
position indicator to surround an axis of the pen-shaped
indicator, and wherein the first and second electrodes
are supplied with first and second signals generated by
a signal production circuit via first and second lines,
respectively, wherein the first and second signals are
distinguishable from each other; and

detecting angular information of the pen-shaped position

indicator based on the first and second capacitive
relationships.

23. The method according to claim 22, comprising: form-
ing a capacitive relationship between the sensor surface and
the pen-tip portion including a conductive pen tip, to which
a signal is supplied from the signal production circuit.

24. The method according to claim 22, wherein the angle
information is a tilt angle of the pen-shaped position indi-
cator relative to the sensor surface.

25. The method according to claim 22, wherein the angle
information is a rotation angle of the pen-shaped position
indicator about the axis of the pen-shaped position indicator.
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