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extends outboard of the hull of a water craft and another
of such positions orienting the base and rod guidingly
supporting said downrigger line in overlying relation to
a portion of a water craft hull,

said plates including electrical contacts with the contacts
on the lower plate being connectable to an electrical
supply system of a water craft and the contacts in the
upper of said plates being connected to said motor
powered reel through a switch, said contacts on said
plates being arranged in arcuately spaced relation to
each other when the base, rod and downrigger line
guided by the rod are in overlying relation to a portion
of a hull of a water craft and being in contact only when
the base, rod and downrigger line guided by the rod are
oriented in the fishing position with the end of the base
remote from the reel and vertical axis of the plates
being outboard of the hull of the water craft.

2. The downrigger as defined in claim 1, wherein said reel
is driven by a reversible DC motor electrically connectable
to the electrical system of a water craft through said switch
to operate the motor in either direction to rotate the reel in
either direction.

3. The downrigger as defined in claim 2, wherein said
motor is connected to the reel through a reduction drive gear
arrangement, said reduction drive gear arrangement includes
meshed miter gears, said reduction drive gear arrangement
is mounted on a shaft supported by brackets on said base,
said reel being mounted on said shaft for rotation therewith.

4. The downrigger as defined in claim 1, wherein said
base is provided with a cover enclosing the motor driven
reel, support rod and that portion of the downrigger line
extending from the end of the support rod to the reel.

5. The downrigger as defined in claim 4, wherein said
support rod on the base includes a plurality of closed eye
guides for guiding the downrigger line along said rod on said
base.
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6. The downrigger as defined in claim 5, wherein said
cover and base include a separable latch enabling the cover
to be removably connected to the base.

7. The downrigger as defined in claim S, wherein each of
said closed eye guides includes a guide roller guidingly
engaging said downrigger line.

8. The downrigger as defined in claim 7, wherein said
support rod includes a roller at its outer tip end to guide said
downrigger line over an outer end of said support rod.

9. The downrigger as defined in claim 1, wherein said
downrigger line includes a fiber optic element having a
temperature and depth sensor at a terminal end thereof
enclosed in said downrigger weight and connected to a
receiver for providing information on a display unit regard-
ing the water temperature and depth of the downrigger
weight.

10. The downrigger as defined in claim 1, wherein said
weightis a two piece ball enclosing a temperature sensor and
a depth sensor.

11. The downrigger as defined in claim 10, wherein said
two pieces are semispherical and threadedly connected
together.

12. The downrigger as defined in claim 1, wherein said
upper plate includes a pivotal connection to said lower plate,
said upper and lower plates include mechanical intercon-
necting structure which enables attachment and detachment
of said plates to enable assembly and disassembly of said
downrigger in relation to a water craft hull.

* * * * *

Shuttleslide 1005



	Blank Page



