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APPARATUS COMPRISING AN ANTENNA 
ELEMENT, WHICH EFFICIENTLY 

PERFORMS AT BOTH A FIRST RESONANT 
FREQUENCY BAND AND A SECOND 

RESONANT FREQUENCY BAND, METHOD 
AND COMPUTER PROGRAM THEREFORE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

Embodiments of the present invention relate to an appara 
tus, a method and a computer program. In particular, they 
relate to an apparatus, method and computer program in a 
portable radio telephone. 

BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION 

Devices such as mobile cellular telephones usually have at 
least one antenna element by which they can communicate 
with other devices. If the context of the device changes, the 
impedance of the antenna elementata desired frequency band 
may also change. For example, if a user handles the device, 
the antenna element may electromagnetically couple with the 
user and the impedance of the antenna element at the desired 
frequency band may change as a consequence. Consequently, 
Such a device may not be able to communicate efficiently (and 
may not be able to communicate at all) when the device 
changes context. 

Furthermore, if the antenna element is operable in a first 
resonant frequency band and a second resonant frequency 
band, it may be difficult to compensate for the change in 
impedance of the antenna element so that the antenna element 
performs efficiently at both the first resonant frequency band 
and the second resonant frequency band. 

Therefore, it would be desirable to provide an alternative 
device. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

According to various embodiments of the invention there is 
provided an apparatus comprising: a matching circuit; a first 
variable reactance component, having a first range of reac 
tance values, and connected to the matching circuit and con 
nectable to an antenna element operable in a first frequency 
band and a second frequency band; a second variable reac 
tance component, having a second range of reactance values, 
and connected to the matching circuit; a detector for detecting 
a parameter, indicative of the impedance of the apparatus, 
over at least a part of the first range and second range of 
reactance values; and a controller configured to determine, 
using information provided by the detector, optimum ratios of 
second reactance values to first reactance values, at a fre 
quency in the first frequency band, and configured to select a 
first optimum ratio when the second frequency band is greater 
than the first frequency band and configured to select a second 
different optimum ratio when the second frequency band is 
less than the first frequency band. 
The apparatus may be for wireless communication. 
The controller may be configured to determine if the sec 

ond frequency band is higher or lower than the first frequency 
band. The detector may be configured to detect the parameter 
over at least a part of the first range and second range of 
reactance values at the frequency in the first frequency band. 
The controller may be configured to change the reactance 

value of the first variable reactance component while keeping 
the reactance value of the second variable reactance compo 
nent constant. The detector may be arranged to detect the 
parameter after each change in reactance value of the first 
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2 
variable reactance component. When the first variable reac 
tance component has changed reactance value a predeter 
mined number of times, the controller may be configured to 
change the reactance value of the second variable reactance 
component. The detector may be arranged to detect the 
parameter after the change in reactance value of the second 
variable reactance component. 
The parameter of the apparatus may be the Voltage standing 

wave ratio (VSWR) of the apparatus. 
The detector may include a coupler and may be connected 

to the second variable reactance component. 
The first variable reactance component may be a series 

capacitor. The second variable reactance component may be a 
shunt capacitor. The controller may be configured to deter 
mine two optimum ratios of second reactance values to first 
reactance values. The controller may be configured to select 
the numerically higher optimum ratio when the second fre 
quency band is greater than the first frequency band. The 
controller may be configured to select the numerically lower 
optimum ratio when the second frequency band is less than 
the first frequency band. 

According to various embodiments of the invention, there 
is provided a method comprising: detecting a parameter, 
indicative of the impedance of an apparatus, over at least a 
part of a first range of reactance values of a first variable 
reactance component, connected to a matching circuit and 
connectable to an antenna element operable in a first fre 
quency band and a second frequency band, and over at least a 
part of a second range of reactance values of a second variable 
reactance component, connected to the matching circuit; 
determining, using information provided by the detection, 
optimum ratios of second reactance values to first reactance 
values, at a frequency in the first frequency band; selecting a 
first optimum ratio when the second frequency band is greater 
than the first frequency band; and selecting a second different 
optimum ratio when the second frequency band is less than 
the first frequency band. 
The method may comprise determining if the second fre 

quency band is higher or lower than the first frequency band. 
The detection may be performed at the frequency in the first 
frequency band. 
The method may comprise changing the reactance value of 

the first variable reactance component while keeping the reac 
tance value of the second variable reactance component con 
stant. The method may comprise detecting the parameter after 
each change in reactance value of the first variable reactance 
component. The method may further comprise changing the 
reactance value of the second variable reactance component 
when the first variable reactance component has changed 
reactance value a predetermined number of times. The 
method may further comprise detecting the parameter after 
the change in reactance value of the second variable reactance 
component. 
The parameter of the apparatus may be the Voltage standing 

wave ratio (VSWR) of the apparatus. 
The first variable reactance component may be a series 

capacitor. The second variable reactance component may be a 
shunt capacitor. 
The determination may determine two optimum ratios. The 

method may comprise selecting the numerically higher opti 
mum ratio when the second frequency band is greater than the 
first frequency band. The method may comprise selecting the 
numerically lower optimum ratio when the second frequency 
band is less than the first frequency band. 

According to various embodiments of the invention, there 
is provided a computer program comprising program instruc 
tions for controlling a first variable reactance component and 
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a second variable reactance component and comprising 
means for detecting a parameter, indicative of the impedance 
of an apparatus, over at least apart of a first range of reactance 
values of the first variable reactance component, connected to 
a matching circuit and connectable to an antenna element 
operable in a first frequency band and a second frequency 
band, and over at least a part of a second range of reactance 
values of the second variable reactance component, con 
nected to the matching circuit; means for determining, using 
information provided by the detection, optimum ratios of 
second reactance values to first reactance values, at a fre 
quency in the first frequency band; means for selecting a first 
optimum ratio when the second frequency band is greater 
than the first frequency band; and means for selecting a sec 
ond different optimum ratio when the second frequency band 
is less than the first frequency band. 

According to various embodiments of the invention, there 
is provided a physical entity embodying the computer pro 
gram as described in the preceding paragraphs. 

According to various embodiments of the invention, there 
is provided an electromagnetic carrier signal carrying the 
computer program as described in the preceding paragraphs. 

According to various embodiments of the invention, there 
is provided a computer program comprising program instruc 
tions for causing a computer to perform the method as 
described in the preceding paragraphs. 

According to various embodiments of the invention, there 
is provided a device comprising the apparatus as described in 
the preceding paragraphs. The device may be for wireless 
communication. 

According to various embodiments of the invention, there 
is provided a module comprising the apparatus as described in 
the preceding paragraphs. The module may be for wireless 
communication. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For a better understanding of the present invention refer 
ence will now be made by way of example only to the accom 
panying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a schematic diagram of a device accord 
ing to one embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic diagram of an apparatus 
according to one embodiment of the invention; 

FIG.3 illustrates a flow diagram of how reactance values of 
a first variable reactance component and a second variable 
reactance component are selected according to one embodi 
ment of the invention; 

FIG. 4 illustrates a schematic diagram of an apparatus 
according to another embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 5 illustrates a schematic diagram of an apparatus 
according to a further embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 6 illustrates a graph of Voltage standing wave ratio 
(VSWR) versus frequency for the antenna element and appa 
ratus illustrated in FIG. 4; 

FIG. 7 illustrates a schematic diagram of an apparatus 
according to another embodiment of the invention; and 

FIG. 8 illustrates a schematic diagram of an apparatus 
according to a further embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 
OF THE INVENTION 

FIGS. 2, 4, 5, 6 and 7 illustrate an apparatus 14 comprising: 
a matching circuit 24; a first variable reactance component 
22, having a first range of reactance values, and connected to 
the matching circuit 24 and connectable to an antenna ele 
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4 
ment 34 operable in a first frequency band and a second 
frequency band; a second variable reactance component 26, 
having a second range of reactance values, and connected to 
the matching circuit 24; a detector 28 for detecting a param 
eter, indicative of the impedance of the apparatus, over at least 
a part of the first range and second range of reactance values; 
and a controller 30 configured to determine, using informa 
tion provided by the detector 28, optimum ratios of second 
reactance values to first reactance values, at a frequency in the 
first frequency band, and configured to select a first optimum 
ratio when the second frequency band is greater than the first 
frequency band and configured to select a second different 
optimum ratio when the second frequency band is less than 
the first frequency band. 

FIG.1 illustrates a device 10 such as a portable radio device 
(for example, a mobile cellular telephone or a personal digital 
assistant), a cellular base station, other radio communication 
device or module for such devices. 
The device 10 comprises an antenna arrangement 12, an 

apparatus 14, a transceiver 16 and functional circuitry 18. The 
antenna arrangement 12 includes at least one antenna element 
which is operable in two different resonant frequency bands. 
The apparatus 14 is connected to the antenna arrangement 12 
and is also connected to the transceiver 16. The apparatus 14 
is configured to adaptively tune the one or more antenna 
elements in the antenna arrangement 12. The functional cir 
cuitry 18 is connected to the transceiver 16 and is operable to 
provide signals to, and receive signals from the transceiver 
16. 

In the embodiment where the device 10 is a mobile cellular 
telephone, the functional circuitry 18 may include a proces 
sor, a memory and input/output devices such as a microphone, 
a loudspeaker and a display. The electronic components that 
provide the apparatus 14, the transceiver 16 and the functional 
circuitry 18 are interconnected via a printed wiring board 
(PWB) 20. In various embodiments the PWB 20 may be used 
as a ground plane for the antenna arrangement 12. In other 
embodiments, the antenna arrangement 12 may not have a 
ground plane. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a schematic diagram of an apparatus 14 
according to one embodiment of the invention. In more detail, 
the apparatus 14 includes a first variable reactance component 
22, a matching circuit 24, a second variable reactance com 
ponent 26, a detector 28 and a controller 30. 
The first variable reactance component 22 is connected to 

the matching circuit 24 and to a first interface 32. The first 
interface 32 is connectable to an antenna element 34 operable 
in a first resonant frequency band and a second, different 
resonant frequency band. The first variable reactance compo 
nent 22 has a range of reactance values and may be a variable 
capacitor or a variable inductor. 
The second variable reactance component 26 is connected 

to the matching circuit 24, to the detector 28 and to a second 
interface 36. The second interface 36 is connectable to the 
transceiver 16. The second variable reactance component 26 
has a range of reactance values and may be a variable capaci 
tor or a variable inductor. 
The matching circuit 24 is designed so that when the 

antenna element 34 is connected to the apparatus 14, the 
antenna element 34 is operable in two different resonant 
frequency bands. The antenna element 34 is a planar inverted 
Lantenna (PILA). In other embodiments, the antenna ele 
ment 34 may be any other suitable antenna element which has 
an impedance (when not connected to any device or appara 
tus) of more than or less than 50 Ohms at the desired resonant 
frequency bands (i.e. the antenna element is naturally non 
resonating at the desired resonant frequency bands because 
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its impedance at the desired resonant frequency bands is 
substantially greater than or less than 50 Ohms). 
The antenna arrangement 12 may include additional 

antenna elements and may include any combination of planar 
inverted F antennas (PIFA's), inverted F antennas (IFA's), 
whip antennas, loop antennas, helix antennas, monopole 
antennas, slot antennas, notch antennas and dielectric reso 
nator antennas (DRAs). 
The antenna arrangement 12 may be arranged to operate in 

a plurality of different operational radio frequency bands and 
via a plurality of different protocols. In various embodiments, 
the antenna arrangement 12 includes a plurality of antenna 
elements which may operate according to different protocols 
(multiradio device) or the same protocol (diversity/MIMO). 
For example, the different frequency bands and protocols 
may include (but are not limited to) DVB-H 470 to 750 MHz, 
US-GSM 850 (824-894 MHz): EGSM 900 (880-960 MHz); 
GPS 1572.42 MHz, PCN/DCS1800 (1710-1880 MHz); US 
WCDMA1900 (1850-1990) band; WCDMA2100 band (Tx: 
1920-1980 Rx: 2110-2180); PCS1900 (1850-1990 MHz); 2.5 
GHz WLAN/BT, 5 GHz WLAN, DRM (0.15-300MHz), FM 
(76-108 MHz), AM (0.535-1705 MHz), DVB-HUS) (1670 
1675 MHz), WiMax (2300-2400 MHz, 2305-2360 MHz, 
2496-2690 MHz, 3300-3400 MHz, 3400-3800 MHz, 5150 
5875 MHz), RFID (LF 125-134 kHz), HF 13.56 MHz) 
UHF 433 MHz, 865-95.6 MHz or 2.45 GHz), and UWB 3.0 
to 10.6 GHz. The antenna element 34 may be operable in any 
of the above mentioned frequencies. 
The detector 28 is connected to the second variable reac 

tance component 26 to detect a parameter indicative of the 
impedance of the apparatus 14. The detector 28 is also con 
nected to the controller 30 to provide the detection informa 
tion to the controller 30. 

The controller 30 may be a microprocessor or any other 
suitable circuitry. For example, the controller 30 may alter 
natively be a hardwired logic circuit. The controller 30 is 
connected to, and operable to control the first variable reac 
tance component 22 and the second variable reactance com 
ponent 26. The controller 30 is also connected to a memory 
38. It should be appreciated that the controller 30 and the 
memory 38 may be part of the functional circuitry 18 or may 
be circuitry dedicated solely to the apparatus 14. 

The memory 38 stores computer program instructions 40, 
which when loaded into the controller 30, enable the control 
ler 30 to control the operation of the apparatus 14 as described 
below. The computer program instructions 40 provide the 
logic and routines that enables the apparatus 14 to perform the 
method illustrated in FIG. 3. 
The computer program instructions 40 may arrive at the 

device 10 via an electromagnetic carrier signal 42 or be cop 
ied from a physical entity 44 such as a computer program 
product, a memory device or a record medium such as a 
CD-ROM or DVD. 
The apparatus 14 is configured to adaptively tune the 

antenna element 34 so that it efficiently resonates in two 
predetermined resonant frequency bands. The process carried 
out by the apparatus 14 will be described in the following 
paragraphs with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3. The blocks illus 
trated in FIG. 3 may represent steps in a method and/or 
sections of code in the computer program 40. The illustration 
of a particular order to the blocks does not necessarily imply 
that there is a required or preferred order for the blocks and 
the order and arrangement of the blocks may be varied. 

Initially at step 46, the detector 28 detects a parameter of 
the apparatus 14 (indicative of the impedance of the apparatus 
14) at a frequency in the first frequency band of the antenna 
element 34. If the detected parameter does not fulfill prede 
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6 
termined criteria, the process moves to step 48. If the detected 
parameter does fulfill the predetermined criteria, the process 
loops back to step 46. In other embodiments, the process may 
always move to step 48 from step 46 and there may be no 
determination of whether the detected parameter fulfils pre 
determined criteria. 

In various embodiments, the parameter is the Voltage 
standing wave ratio (VSWR) of the apparatus 14 as measured 
at the second interface 36. In one embodiment, if the detected 
VSWR exceeds a threshold value, the process moves to step 
48 and if the detected VSWR is less than the threshold value, 
the process loops back to step 46. 

In various embodiments, the first frequency band of the 
antenna element 34 is used by the device 10 for transmission 
and the second frequency band of the antenna element 34 is 
used for reception. For example, in WCDMA2 100 the trans 
mission band is 1920-1980 MHz and the reception band is 
2110-2180 MHz. In this embodiment, the VSWR of the appa 
ratus 14 is measured while transmitting at a frequency in the 
first frequency band. 
At step 48, the controller 30 controls the first variable 

reactance component 22 to change reactance value and con 
trols the second variable reactance component 26 to maintain 
a constant reactance value. The process then moves to step 50 
and the parameter of the apparatus 14 is measured and stored 
in the memory 38. The process then loops back to step 48 and 
the above steps are repeated until the parameter of the appa 
ratus 14 has been measured (and stored) at each reactance 
value in the first reactance range (or a desired portion of the 
first reactance range) at a constant reactance value of the 
second variable reactance component 26. 

Subsequently at step 52, the controller 30 controls the 
second variable reactance component 26 to change reactance 
value within the second range of reactance values and the 
parameter of the apparatus 14 is measured and stored. The 
process then moves to step 48 and the process in the preceding 
paragraph is repeated for the new reactance value of the 
second variable reactance component. Once the parameter 
has been measured at the reactance values of the first variable 
reactance component 22 at the new reactance value of the 
second variable reactance component 26, the controller 30 
controls the second variable reactance component 26 to 
change reactance value again and the process of changing the 
reactance value of the first variable reactance component 22 
and measuring the parameter of the apparatus 14 is repeated. 

Consequently, the controller 30 controls the first and sec 
ond variable reactance components 22 and 26 so that the 
parameter can be measured across the whole, or a desired 
part, of the first and second reactance ranges. The above 
method produces a list of reactance values for the first and 
second variable reactance components 22, 26 and their cor 
responding measured parameter value. At step 54, the con 
troller 30 analyses the measured parameter values and deter 
mines the pairs of optimum reactance values. Since the 
measured parameter is indicative of the impedance of the 
apparatus 14, the controller 30 selects the parameter values 
(and hence pairs of reactance values) which correspond to a 
desired impedance for the apparatus 14 (for example, 50 
Ohms). The determination at step 54 produces two pairs of 
reactance values. The controller 30 then processes the pairs of 
reactance values into ratios of the second variable reactance 
component value to the first variable reactance component 
value (i.e. Component 26: Component 22). 
At step 56, the controller 30 determines if the second 

frequency band is greater than the first frequency band. If this 
is true, the controller 30 selects a first ratio and controls the 
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first and second variable reactance components 22, 26 to have 
the reactance values measured for that ratio. 

At step 58, the controller 30 determines if the second 
frequency band is less than the first frequency band. If this is 
true, the controller 30 selects a second ratio (different to the 5 
first ratio) and controls the first and second variable reactance 
components to have the reactance values measured for that 
ratio. 
The selection of an optimum ratio of reactance values is 

dependent upon (at least partially) the actual circuitry used in 10 
the apparatus 14. This will be explained in more detail in the 
following paragraphs with respect to FIGS. 4 to 7. 

It should be appreciated that the determination of whether 
the second frequency band is greater than or less than the first 
frequency band may have alternatively been determined prior 
to the initialization of the method at step 46 (for example) or 
during another step of the method. 

After steps 56 and 58, the process moves back to step 46 
and is repeated. 

Embodiments of the present invention provide an advan 
tage in that they provide adaptive tuning of an antenna ele 
ment. The apparatus 14 is configured to detect changes in 
impedance of an antenna element and then reactively com 
pensate for the changes in impedance. This may result in the 
device operating more efficiently (since the electrical energy 
Supplied to the antenna element will be maximized) and 
effectively (the signal strength of the antenna element may be 
improved). 

Furthermore, embodiments of the present invention pro 
vide an advantage in that they are able to compensate for 
changes in the impedance of a dual band antenna element and 
optimize the antenna in both resonant frequency bands. This 
is achieved by measuring a parameter (indicative of the 
impedance of the antenna element) at only a single frequency 
and then selecting a pair of reactance values which are opti 
mum for both resonant frequency bands. 

FIG. 4 illustrates a schematic diagram of one embodiment 
of an apparatus according to the present invention. In this 
embodiment, the first variable reactance component is a vari- a 
able series capacitor 22 and the second variable reactance 
component is a variable shunt capacitor 26. The detector 28 
includes a coupler 60 and is configured to detect the VSWR of 
the apparatus 14. The matching circuit 24 is a T type matching 
circuit and includes a series inductor 62 connected to the as 
variable serial capacitor 22, a series inductor 64 connected to 
the variable shunt capacitor 26 and a shunt inductor 66 con 
nected to the series inductor 62 and to the series inductor 64. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a schematic diagram of another embodi 
ment of an apparatus according to the present invention. This 50 
embodiment is similar to the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 
4 and where the features are similar, the same reference 
numerals are used. In this embodiment, the matching circuit 
24 is a Pi type matching circuit and includes a shunt inductor 
68 connected to the variable series capacitor 22, a shunt 55 
inductor 70 connected, in parallel, with the variable shunt 
capacitor 26 and a series inductor 72 connected to the shunt 
inductor 68 and to the shunt inductor 70. 

At steps 56 and 58 in the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 
4 and 5, if the second frequency band is greater than the first 60 
frequency band, it is desirable to use a capacitor ratio (vari 
able shunt capacitor 26: variable series capacitor 22) which 
provides a higher operational frequency band (so that the 
desired second frequency band is encompassed within that 
frequency band). Consequently, the controller 30 selects the 65 
numerically higher ratio because the higher ratio has the 
effect of electrically shortening the antenna element (when 
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compared to the numerically lower ratio) and thereby 
increases the frequencies of the operational frequency band. 

If the second frequency band is less than the first frequency 
band, it is desirable to use a capacitor ratio (variable shunt 
capacitor 26: variable series capacitor 22) which provides a 
lower operational frequency band (so that the desired second 
frequency band is encompassed within that frequency band). 
Consequently, the controller 30 selects the numerically lower 
ratio because the lower ratio has the effect of electrically 
lengthening the antenna element (when compared to the 
numerically higher ratio) and thereby decreases the frequen 
cies of the operational frequency band. 

FIG. 6 illustrates a graph of Voltage standing wave ratio 
(VSWR) versus frequency for the embodiment illustrated in 
FIG. 4. The graph includes a vertical Y axis 61 for the voltage 
standing wave ratio and an X axis 63, orthogonal to the Y axis 
61, for the frequency of the antenna element 34. 
The VSWR for a plurality of frequencies is plotted for the 

two optimum ratios of shunt capacitor 26 value to series 
capacitor 22 value. In this embodiment, the VSWR was mea 
Sured at the transmission frequency of approximately 850 
MHz. The series inductor 62 has an inductance of 8 nPH, the 
series inductor 64 has an inductance of 0.6 nPI and the shunt 
inductor 66 has an inductance of 0.4 n. 

For the first optimum ratio, the series capacitor 22 has a 
capacitance of 24 pF and the shunt capacitor has a capacitance 
of 32.5 pF. Consequently, the first optimum ratio has a value 
of 1.35 and its plot of VSWR versus frequency is represented 
by the solid line 65. The solid line 65 has a first minima at 
approximately 850 MHz and a second minima at approxi 
mately 915 MHz. 

For the second optimum ratio, the series capacitor 22 has a 
capacitance of 100 pF and the shunt capacitor 26 has a capaci 
tance of 38.5 pF. Consequently, the second optimum ratio has 
a value of 0.39 and its plot of VSWR versus frequency is 
represented by the dotted line 67. The dotted line 67 has a first 
minima at approximately 790 MHz and a second minima at 
approximately 850 MHz. 

In this embodiment, if the desired second frequency band is 
greater than the first frequency band (850 MHz in this 
example) the controller 30 selects the first optimum ratio (the 
numerically highest ratio) because it has a minima at a fre 
quency (91.5 MHz in this example) greater than the first 
frequency band and thereby covers the desired second fre 
quency band. If the desired second frequency band is less than 
the first frequency band the controller 30 selects the second 
optimum ratio (the numerically lowest ratio) because it has a 
minima at a frequency (790 MHz in this example) which is 
less than the first frequency band and thereby covers the 
desired second frequency band. 

FIG. 7 illustrates a schematic diagram of a further embodi 
ment of an apparatus according to the present invention. In 
this embodiment, the first variable reactance component is a 
variable series inductor 22 and the second variable reactance 
component is a variable shunt inductor 26. The detector 28 
includes a coupler 60 and is configured to detect the VSWR of 
the apparatus 14. The matching circuit 24 is a T type matching 
circuit and includes a series capacitor 74 connected to the 
variable series inductor 22, a series capacitor 76 connected to 
the variable shunt inductor 26 and a shunt capacitor 78 con 
nected to the variable series inductor 22 and to the series 
capacitor 76. 

FIG. 8 illustrates a schematic diagram of another embodi 
ment of an apparatus according to the present invention. This 
embodiment is similar to the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 
6 and where the features are similar, the same reference 
numerals are used. In this embodiment, the matching circuit 
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24 is a Pi type matching circuit and includes a shunt capacitor 
78 connected to the variable series inductor 22, a shunt 
capacitor 80 connected, in parallel, with the variable shunt 
inductor 26 and a series capacitor 82 connected to the shunt 
capacitor 78 and to the shunt capacitor 80. 

At steps 56 and 58 in the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 
7 and 8, if the second frequency band is greater than the first 
frequency band, it is desirable to use an inductor ratio (vari 
able shunt inductor 26: variable series inductor 22) which 
provides a higher operational frequency band (so that the 
desired second frequency band is encompassed within that 
frequency band). Consequently, the controller 30 selects the 
numerically lower ratio because the lower ratio has the effect 
of electrically shortening the antenna element (when com 
pared to the numerically higher ratio) and thereby increases 
the frequencies of the operational frequency band. 

If the second frequency band is less than the first frequency 
band, it is desirable to use an inductor ratio (variable shunt 
inductor 26: variable series inductor 22) which provides a 
lower operational frequency band (so that the desired second 
frequency band is encompassed within that frequency band). 
Consequently, the controller 30 selects the numerically 
higher ratio because the higher ratio has the effect of electri 
cally lengthening the antenna element (when compared to the 
numerically lower ratio) and thereby decreases the frequen 
cies of the operational frequency band. 

Although embodiments of the present invention have been 
described in the preceding paragraphs with reference to vari 
ous examples, it should be appreciated that modifications to 
the examples given can be made without departing from the 
Scope of the invention as claimed. 

Features described in the preceding description may be 
used in combinations other than the combinations explicitly 
described. 

Whilst endeavoring in the foregoing specification to draw 
attention to those features of the invention believed to be of 
particular importance it should be understood that the Appli 
cant claims protection in respect of any patentable feature or 
combination of features hereinbefore referred to and/or 
shown in the drawings whether or not particular emphasis has 
been placed thereon. 
We claim: 
1. An apparatus comprising: 
a matching circuit; 
a first variable reactance component, having a first range of 

reactance values, and connected to the matching circuit 
and connectable to an antenna element operable in a first 
frequency band and a second frequency band; 

a second variable reactance component, having a second 
range of reactance values, and connected to the match 
ing circuit; 

a detector for detecting a parameter, indicative of an 
impedance of the apparatus, over at least a part of the 
first range and second range of reactance values; and 

a controller configured to determine, using information 
provided by the detector, optimum ratios of the second 
reactance values to the first reactance values, at a fre 
quency in the first frequency band, and configured to 
Select a first optimum ratio when the second frequency 
band is greater than the first frequency band and config 
ured to select a second different optimum ratio when the 
second frequency band is less than the first frequency 
band. 

2. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the control 
ler is configured to determine if the second frequency band is 
higher or lower than the first frequency band. 
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3. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the detector 

is configured to detect the parameter over at least a part of the 
first range and second range of reactance values at the fre 
quency in the first frequency band. 

4. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the control 
ler is configured to change the reactance value of the first 
variable reactance component while keeping the reactance 
value of the second variable reactance component constant, 
and the detector is arranged to detect the parameter after each 
change in reactance value of the first variable reactance com 
ponent. 

5. An apparatus as claimed in claim 4, wherein when the 
first variable reactance component has changed reactance 
value a predetermined number of times, the controller is 
configured to change the reactance value of the second vari 
able reactance component and the detector is arranged to 
detect the parameter after the change in reactance value of the 
second variable reactance component. 

6. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the param 
eter of the apparatus is a voltage standing wave ratio (VSWR) 
of the apparatus. 

7. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the detector 
includes a coupler and is connected to the second variable 
reactance component. 

8. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first 
variable reactance component is a series capacitor and the 
second variable reactance component is a shunt capacitor. 

9. An apparatus as claimed in claim 8, wherein the control 
ler is configured to determine two optimum ratios, the first 
optimum ratio and the second different optimum ratio, and is 
configured to select a numerically higher optimum ratio when 
the second frequency band is greater than the first frequency 
band, and is configured to select the a numerically lower 
optimum ratio when the second frequency band is less than 
the first frequency band. 

10. A device comprising the apparatus as claimed in claim 
1. 

11. A module comprising the apparatus as claimed in claim 

12. A method comprising: 
detecting a parameter, indicative of an impedance of an 

apparatus, over at least apart of a first range of reactance 
values of a first variable reactance component, con 
nected to a matching circuit and connectable to an 
antenna element operable in a first frequency band and a 
second frequency band, and over at least a part of a 
second range of reactance values of a second variable 
reactance component, connected to the matching circuit; 

determining, using information provided by the detection, 
optimum ratios of the second reactance values to the first 
reactance values, at a frequency in the first frequency 
band; 

selecting a first optimum ratio when the second frequency 
band is greater than the first frequency band; and 

selecting a second different optimum ratio when the sec 
ond frequency band is less than the first frequency band. 

13. A method as claimed in claim 12, comprising deter 
mining if the second frequency band is higher or lower than 
the first frequency band. 

14. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the detection 
is performed at the frequency in the first frequency band. 

15. A method as claimed in claim 12, comprising changing 
the reactance value of the first variable reactance component 
while keeping the reactance value of the second variable 
reactance component constant, and detecting the parameter 
after each change in reactance value of the first variable 
reactance component. 
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16. A method as claimed in claim 15, further comprising 
changing the reactance value of the second variable reactance 
component when the first variable reactance component has 
changed reactance value a predetermined number of times 
and detecting the parameter after the change in reactance 
value of the second variable reactance component. 

17. A method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the param 
eter of the apparatus is a voltage standing wave ratio (VSWR) 
of the apparatus. 

18. A method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the first 
variable reactance component is a series capacitor and the 
second variable reactance component is a shunt capacitor. 

19. A method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the determi 
nation determines two optimum ratios, the first optimum ratio 
and the second different optimum ratio, and the method com 
prises selecting a numerically higher optimum ratio when the 
second frequency band is greater than the first frequency 
band, and selecting a numerically lower optimum ratio when 
the second frequency band is less than the first frequency 
band. 

20. A computer program embodied on a computer readable 
medium, the computer program comprising program instruc 
tions for use with a controller of an apparatus, the program 
code configured to cause the controller to perform: 

receiving a detected parameter from a detector in the appa 
ratus, the apparatus comprising the controller, the detec 

10 

15 

12 
tor, a first variable reactance component connected to a 
matching circuit and connectable to an antenna element 
operable in a first frequency band and a second fre 
quency band, and comprising a second variable reac 
tance component connected to the matching circuit, the 
parameter indicative of an impedance of the apparatus, 
over at least a part of a first range of reactance values of 
the first variable reactance component, and over at least 
apart of a second range of reactance values of the second 
variable reactance component, connected to the match 
ing circuit; 

determining, using information provided by the detection, 
optimum ratios of the second reactance values to the first 
reactance values, at a frequency in the first frequency 
band; 

selecting a first optimum ratio when the second frequency 
band is greater than the first frequency band; 

selecting a second different optimum ratio when the sec 
ond frequency band is less than the first frequency band; 
and 

controlling the first variable reactance component and the 
second variable reactance component using the selected 
first or second optimum ratio. 

21. A mobile telephone physical entity embodying the 
25 computer program as claimed in claim 20. 

k k k k k 
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