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trench 10f2 IOUN

'trench <)

Synonyms of trench >

1 a:along cutinthe ground : DITCH

especially : one used for military defense often with the excavated dirt
thrown up in front

b trenches plural : a place, position, or level at which an activity is
carried on in a manner likened to trench warfare — often used in the
phrase in the trenches

activists working in the trenches
Top Lookups
Next refresh: 6
2

: a long, narrow, and usually steep-sided depression in the ocean floor

—+ compare TROUGH 1 Chargoggagoggmanchaug...
2 reclaim
3 :TRENCH COAT
3 stimulated
4 fascism

trench 20r2 verb

5 chargoggagoggmanchaugg...
trenched; trenching; trenches A s
transitive verb e

1 :tomake acutin: CARVE

2 a :to protect with or as if with a trench

b :to cutatrenchin: DITCH

intransitive verb

1 a :ENTRENCH, ENCROACH
.. trenching on other domains which were more vital ...

Sir Winston Churchill

b :to come close : VERGE

2 :todigatrench

WORD OF THE DAY
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See Definitions and Examples »

Get Word of the Day daily email!

Your email add SUBSCRIBE

Relevance m

‘ See All Synonyms & Antonyms in Thesaurus »

* Examples of trench in a Sentence

Noun

off her property

Verb

Recent Examples on the Web

Read More

Noun
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dug a trench and filled it with water in an attempt to keep the forest fire

that response trenches on outright rudeness

(1) Examples are automatically compiled from online sources to show current usage.

| That's where the Pacific Plate beneath Japan forms the two trenches —
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the Japan Trench and Chishima Trench — that have caused many large

quakes in the past.

CBS News, 12 Dec. 2025

| The steep offshore trench and complex plate interactions in the region

also heighten the risk of tsunamis generated by undersea seismic activity.
Gabe Whisnant, MSNBC Newsweek, 10 Dec. 2025

Verb

Now we are advised a sewer repair project will require trenching across

Bayside Lane at eight intersections and along the alley's edge.

U T Readers, San Diego Union-Tribune, 28 Aug. 2025

| The costs of trenching, permitting and last-mile connections can stall

progress where it's needed most.

Abhishek Singh, Forbes.com, 2 June 2025

See All Example Sentences for trench

* Word History

Etymology

Noun

Middle English trenche track cut through a wood, from Anglo-French,

more at TRINE

First Known Use

act of cutting, ditch, from trencher, trenchier to cut, probably from
Vulgar Latin *trinicare to cut in three, from Latin trini three each —
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trench Word of the Day

Noun

15th century, in the meaning defined at sense 1a

Verb

15th century, in the meaning defined at transitive sense 1
Time Traveler

The first known use of trench was in the 15th century

See more words from the same century

* Phrases Containing trench

slit trench trench coat trench fever

trench foot trench mouth

* Rhymes for trench

clench drench quench
stench tench wench
wrench entrench retrench
workbench
See All Rhymes for trench
¢ Browse Nearby Words
tremulous trench trenchancy
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trench warfare

See All Nearby Words >
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¢ Cite this Entry

Dictionary
Definition Style | MLA v
' noun
Ve "Trench.” Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, http
s://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/trench. Accessed 18 Dec.
Synonyms b
Example Sentences ([0 Copy Citation
Word History
Phrases Containing
Rhymes ¢ Share
Entries Near N B
} Cite this Entry (i:’ (S,_,(:J
Share
Kids Definition
More from M-W * Kids Definition

' Show Less ~

trench noun

Save Word N
e 'trench

1 a :alongnarrow cutin the ground : DITCH

b : a ditch protected by a bank of earth used to shelter soldiers

2 :along narrow steep-sided depression in the ocean floor

* More from Merriam-Webster on french

Nglish: Translation of trench for Spanish Speakers

Britannica.com: Encyclopedia article about trench
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