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code for assessing a plurality of measures of variation for 
each Said container in each Said document; 

code for determining the measure of a Standard document 
generated from Said common layout 

code for comparing the measure of Said determined 
Standard document with the measure of Said assessed 
plurality of measures, and 

code for presenting a document having at least one 
measure for which the compared result is larger among 
Said assessed plurality of measures based on the result 
of Said comparison. 

29. A computer readable medium having a computer 
program recorded thereon, Said program being adapted to 
make a computer execute a procedure to create a layout for 
a variable data document based upon a template, Said 
program comprising: 

code for establishing the template in a graphical user 
interface; 

code for Setting at least one container in the template to 
form Said layout; 

code for modifying the layout to thereby generate an 
exemplary document by placing exemplary content 
into Said at least one container, wherein at least one 
dimension of Said least one container and/or a position 
of Said at least one container in Said layout are varied 
based upon at least a property of the placed content; and 

code for displaying Said exemplary document in Said 
layout via Said graphical user interface. 

30. Computer apparatus for proofing a plurality of vari 
able data documents each formed from a common layout in 
which variable data content is placed into one or more 
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containers having locations and Sizes within Said layout 
defined by layout rules, Said apparatus comprising: 
means for assessing a plurality of measures of variation 

for each Said container in each Said document; 

means for determining the measure of a Standard docu 
ment generated from Said common layout, 

means for comparing the measure of Said determined 
Standard document with the measure of Said assessed 
plurality of measures, and 

means for presenting a document having at least one 
measure for which the compared result is larger among 
Said assessed plurality of measures based on the result 
of Said comparison. 

31. Computer apparatus for creating a layout for a vari 
able data document based upon a template, Said apparatus 
comprising: 
means for establishing the template in a graphical user 

interface; 
means for Setting at least one container in the template to 

form Said layout; 
means for modifying the layout to thereby generate an 

exemplary document by placing exemplary content 
into Said at least one container, wherein at least one 
dimension of Said least one container and/or a position 
of Said at least one container in Said layout are varied 
based upon at least a property of the placed content; and 

means for displaying Said exemplary document in Said 
layout via Said graphical user interface. 
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