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application processor

application processor n. A processor dedicated to a sin-
gle application.

application program n. See application.

application program interface. n. See application pro-
gramming interface.

application programming interface n. A set of routines
used by an application program to direct the performance
of procedures by the computer’s operating system.

Acronym: APL.Also called: application program interface.

application server n. 1. A server program on a computer
in a distributed network that handles the business logic
between users and backend business applications or data-
bases. Application servers also can provide transaction
management, failover, and load balancing. An application
server is often viewed as part of a three-tier application
consisting of a front-end GUI server such as an HTTP
server (first tier), an application server (middle tier), and a
backend database and transaction server (third tier). Also
called: appserver. Compare HTTP server (definition 1).
2. Any machine on which an application-server program
is running. Also called: appserver.

application service provider n. A third-party company
or organization that hosts applications or services for indi-
viduals or business customers. The customer connects to a
data center maintained by the application service provider
(ASP) through Internet or private lines to access applica-
tions that would otherwise need to be housed on the cus-
tomer’s local servers or individual PCs. This arrangement
allows the customer to free up disk space that would other-
wise be taken by applications, as well as to access the
most recent software updates. ASPs deliver solutions
ranging from high-end applications to services for small
and medium-sized businesses. Acronym: ASP.

application shortcut key n. A key or combination of
keys that when pressed will quickly perform an action
within an application that would normally require several
user actions, such as menu selections. Also called: keyboard
shortcut.

application software n. See application.
application-specific integrated circuit n. See gate array.
application suite n. See suite (definition 1).

appserver n. See application server.
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Aqua n. The graphical user interface (GUI) of Macintosh
OS X. Aqua was designed to maintain familiarity and a
comfort level for users of the earlier Macintosh system
while allowing access to newer Macintosh OS X capabili-
ties. The Aqua GUI features updated versions of Macin-
tosh staples such as the Finder alongside new features like
the Dock, a new type of organizational tool. See also
Dock, Macintosh OS X.

arbitration n. A set of rules for resolving competing
demands for a machine resource by multiple users or pro-
cesses. See also contention.,

.arc n. The file extension that identifies compressed
archive files encoded using the Advanced RISC Comput-
ing Specification (ARC) format. See also compressed file.

arcade game n. 1. A coin-operated computer game for
one or more players that features high-quality screen
graphics, sound, and rapid action. 2. Any computer game
designed to mimic the style of a coin-operated arcade
game, such as games marketed for the home computer.
See also computer game.

Archie n. An Internet utility for finding files in public
archives obtainable by anonymous FTP. The master
Archie server at McGill University in Montreal downloads
FTP indexes from participating FTP servers, merges them
into a master list, and sends updated copies of the master
list to other Archie servers each day. Archie is a shortened
form of archive. See also anonymous FTP, FTP! (defini-
tion 1). Compare Jughead, Veronica.

Archie client n. See Archie.

Archie server n. On the Internet, a server that contains
Archie indexes to the names and addresses of files in pub-
lic FTP archives. See also Archie, FTP! (definition 1),
server (definition 2).

architecture n. 1. The physical construction or design of
a computer system and its components. See also cache,
CISC, closed architecture, network architecture, open
architecture, pipelining, RISC. 2. The data-handling
capacity of a microprocessor. 3. The design of application
software incorporating protocols and the means for expan-
sion and interfacing with other programs.

archive® n. 1. A tape or disk containing files copied from
another storage device and used as backup storage. 2. A
compressed file. 3. A file directory on the Internet that is





