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(57) ABSTRACT 

A NFC communicator or NFC communications enabled 
device (100) has a data store (108) to store data, an inductive 
coupler (102) to couple inductively with the magnetic field of 
a radio frequency signal and a signal supplier (109) to supply 
a radio frequency signal to the inductive coupler. A modulator 
(110) is provided to modulate a radio frequency signal in 
accordance with data and a demodulator (114) is provided to 
extract data from a modulated radio frequency signal induc­
tively coupled to the coupler. A controller (107) enables the 
NFC communicator or NFC communications enabled device 
both to initiate near field radio frequency communication 
with another near field RF communicator and to respond to 
near field radio frequency communication initiated by 
another near field RF communicator. The inductive coupler 
(102) has an antenna (120) and a variable impedance element 
(200) and the controller (107) is operable to control the vari­
able impedance element (200) to control a magnetic field 
strength associated with a radio frequency signal supplied by 
the signal supplier. 

21 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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NEAR FIELD COMMUNICATIONS, NFC, 
COMMUNICATORS AND NFC 

COMMUNICATIONS ENABLED DEVICES 

2 
or in ticket checking systems, toys, games, posters, packag­
ing, advertising material, product inventory checking systems 
and so on. 

This invention relates to NFC connnunicators and devices 5 

NFC connnunicators generally need to achieve a pre-de­
termined connnunications range. The magnetic environment 
experienced by an NFC connnunicatorwill affect the strength 
of the inductive coupling between NFC connnunicators and 
thus the range over which the NFC connnunicator can oper­
ate. This magnetic environment may vary depending upon the 

comprising NFC connnunicators. 
Near field RF (radio frequency) connnunication requires 

an antenna of one near field RF connnunicator to be present 
within the alternating magnetic field (H field) generated by 
the antenna of another near field RF connnunicator by trans­
mission of an RF signal (for example a 13.56 Mega Hertz 
signal) to enable the magnetic field (H field) of the RF signal 
to be inductively coupled between the connnunicators. The 
RF signal may be modulated to enable connnunication of 
control and/or other data. Ranges ofup to several centimetres 
(generally a maximum of 1 metre) are connnon for near field 
RF connnunicators. 

Near field connnunication may be referred to as near-field 
RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) or near-field connnu­
nication. NFC connnunicators are a type of near field RF 
communicator that is capable ofboth initiating a near field RF 
communication (through transmission or generation of an 
alternating magnetic field) with another near field RF com­
municator and of responding to initiation of a near field RF 
communication by another near field RF connnunicator. 
Hence NFC connnunicators can act as both RFID transceiv­
ers and RFID transponders and are able to connnunicate with 
other NFC connnunicators, RFID transceivers and RFID 
transponders. The term "near field RF connnunicator" 
includes not only NFC connnunicators but also initiating near 
field RF connnunicators such as RFID transceivers or readers 
that are capable of initiating a near field RF connnunication 
but not responding to initiation of a near field RF connnuni­
cation by another near field RF connnunicator and respond­
ing near field RF connnunicators such as RFID transponders 
or tags that are capable of responding to initiation of a near 
field RF connnunication by another near field RF connnuni­
cator but not of initiating a near field RF connnunication with 
another near field RF connnunicator. 

Examples of near field RF connnunicators are defined in 
various standards for example ISO/IEC 18092 and ISO/IEC 
21481 for NFC connnunicators, and ISO/IEC 14443 and 
ISO/IEC 15693 for near field RF connnunicators. 

NFC connnunicators may be provided as standalone or 
discrete devices or may be incorporated within or coupled to 

10 application for which the NFC connnunicator is intended, for 
example depending upon the location in which the NFC com­
municator is intended to operate and the magnetic environ­
ment provided by any host device, which will in tum be 
dependent upon the magnetic characteristics of that particular 

15 host device so that different host devices may have different 
effects on the connnunications range of the NFC connnuni­
cator. Achieving the required connnunications range for a 
particular application may therefore require adjustment of the 
antenna circuit of the NFC connnunicator to compensate for 

20 the magnetic environment in which the NFC communicator is 
intended to be used so as to maximise the connnunications 
range. This usually requires adjustment of impedances within 
the inductive coupler to fine-tune the inductive coupler where 
the inductive coupler is a tuned antenna circuit or to null-out 

25 impedance effects in the inductive coupler where the induc­
tive coupler is a non-tuned antenna circuit. 

Where an impedance is an integrated component, that is a 
component forming part of an integrated circuit providing at 
least part of the functionality of the NFC connnunicator, then 

30 that component is usually a fixed-value component whose 
value can generally only be adjusted during manufacture of 
the integrated circuit, normally requiring alteration of the 
metal mask of the integrated circuit. This may mean that a 
different metal mask will be required for NFC communica-

35 tors to be used in different applications so as to adjust the 
antenna circuit for the magnetic environment that the NFC 
connnunicators will experience in those applications. 
Another way to adjust the antenna circuit impedance is to add 
impedance components externally of the integrated circuit. 

40 Although providing such external impedance components 
avoids the need for mask alteration, providing external com­
ponents increases the complexity of the manufacturing pro­
cess and still requires selection of the actual values of the 
external component to fit the NFC connnunicator for the 

45 magnetic environment in which it is designed to operate. 
The carrying out of either of the above impedance compo­

nent value adjustments separately for different batches of the 
same NFC communicator where those batches are intended 
for different applications and/or for use in different host 

50 devices, increases costs and to some extent obviates the 
advantages of using the same NFC connnunicator for those 
different applications and/or different host devices. 

or otherwise associated with larger electrical devices or host 
devices (referred to below as NFC connnunications enabled 
devices) to enable those devices to connnunicate by the near 
field with other near field RF connnunicators or devices 
incorporating or coupled to such near field RF connnunica­
tors. When incorporated within a larger device or host, an 
NFC connnunicator may be a discrete entity or may be pro­
vided by functionality within the larger device or host. 
Examples of such larger devices or host devices are, for 
example, cellular telephone devices, portable computing 
devices (such as personal digital assistants, notebooks, lap­
tops), other computing devices such as personal or desk top 
computers, computer peripherals such as printers, or other 
electrical devices such as portable audio and/or video players 
such as MP3 players, IPODs®, CD players, DVD players. 60 

Other examples of such larger devices or host devices are 
other electrical or electronic products, for example consumer 
products such as domestic appliance or personal care prod­
ucts, and other electrical or electronic devices, apparatus or 
systems. Some areas of application are payment systems, 
ticketing systems, for example in tickets (for example parking 
tickets, bus tickets, train tickets or entrance permits or tickets) 

In one aspect, the present invention provides an NFC com­
municator wherein the value of at least one impedance com-

55 ponent of an inductive coupler or antenna circuit is variable. 
In one aspect, the present invention provides an NFC com­

municator wherein the value of at least one impedance com­
ponent of an inductive coupler or antenna circuit is electroni­
cally controllable. 

In one aspect, the present invention provides an NFC com­
municator having an impedance that can be varied over a 
range without adding unwanted impedance change effects. 

In one aspect, the present invention provides an NFC com­
municator having an inductive coupler or antenna circuit 

65 including a least one gain-controlled impedance element. The 
gain-controlled impedance element may comprise a amplifier 
having its gain controlled by a controller of the NFC connnu-
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nicator. The gain may be controlled in any known manner, for 
example by controlling the amount of feedback within an 
amplifier. 

An embodiment of the present invention provides an NFC 
communicator having an inductive coupler or antenna circuit 
including at least one gain-controlled impedance element that 
facilitates adjustment of the impedance of the inductive cou­
pler to adjust the NFC communicator to the magnetic envi­
ronment within which it is to operate without the need to 
change a mask stage of an integrated circuit manufacturing 
process or to select external component values to achieve the 
adjustment. 

An embodiment of the present invention provides an NFC 
communicator having at least one gain-controlled impedance 
element, for example having a gain-controlled impedance 
element in at least one of: an inductive coupler; a modulator; 
a demodulator; or a power provider of the NFC communica­
tor. 

Embodiments of the present invention will now be 
described, by way of example, with reference to the accom­
panying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 shows a representational diagram illustrating com­
munication between two NFC communications enabled 
devices; 

FIG. 2 shows a functional block diagram of a first example 
of an NFC communications enabled device embodying the 
invention having a coupler with a gain-controlled impedance 
element; 

FIG. 3 shows a functional block diagram of a second 
example of an NFC communications enabled device embody­
ing the invention having a coupler with a gain-controlled 
impedance element; 

FIG. 4 shows a functional block diagram of a third example 
of an NFC communications enabled device embodying the 
invention having a coupler with a gain-controlled impedance 
element; 

FIG. 5 shows a circuit diagram for explaining operation of 
the gain-controlled impedance element shown in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 6 shows a circuit diagram for explaining operation of 
the gain-controlled impedance elements shown in FIGS. 3 
and4; 

FIG. 7 shows a circuit diagram of a gain-controlled imped­
ance element that may replace the gain-controlled impedance 
shown in FIG. 2; and 

FIG. 8 shows a functional block diagram of another 
example of an NFC communications enabled device embody­
ing the invention having a coupler with gain-controlled 
impedance element. 

4 
trated by way of a functional block diagram within the NFC 
communications enabled device. 

As shown in FIG. 1, one NFC communications enabled 
device comprises a cellular telephone device 1 and the other 

5 NFC communications enabled device comprises a portable 
computer 2 such as a notebook or laptop computer. 

The cellular telephone device 1 has the usual features of a 
cellular telephone including cellular telephone functionality 
10 (in the form of, usually, a programmed controller, gener-

lO ally a processor or microprocessor with associated memory 
or data storage, for controlling operation of the cellular tele­
phone in combination with a SIM card), an antenna 8 for 
enabling connection to a mobile telecommunications net­
work, and a user interface 3 with a display 4, a keypad 5, a 

15 microphone 6 for receiving user voice input and a loud­
speaker 7 for outputting received audio to the user. The cel­
lular telephone device also has a chargeable battery 11 
coupled to a charging socket 12 via which a mains adapter 
(not shown) may be connected to enable charging of the 

20 battery 11. The cellular telephone device 1 may have an 
alternative or additional power supply (not shown), for 
example a reserve battery or emergency battery. The cellular 
telephone device may be a standalone cellular telephone (mo­
bile telephone or cellphone) or may comprise a device such as 

25 a computer, for example a notebook, laptop or PDA, having 
cellular telephone functionality. 

Similarly, the portable computer 2 has the usual features of 
a portable computer including portable computer functional­
ity 20 in the form of, usually, a processor with associated 

30 memory in the form of ROM, RAM and/or hard disk drive, 
one or more removable media drives such as a floppy disk 
drive and/or a CDROM or DVD drive, and possibly a com­
munications device for enabling the portable computer to 
connect to a network such as the Internet. The portable com-

35 puter 2 also includes a user interface 21 including a display 
22, a keyboard 23 and a pointing device, as shown a touchpad 
24. The portable computer 2 also has a chargeable battery 25 
coupled to a charging socket 26 via which a mains adapter 
(not shown) may be connected to enable charging of the 

40 battery 25. 
In addition, as shown in FIG. 1, both NFC communications 

enabled devices 1 and 2 have an NFC communicator 15 and 
30. As shown, the NFC communicators 15 and 30 are incor-

45 porated within the larger devices and, as with the other func­
tional blocks, may be discrete entities within the host devices 
or may be provided by features dispersed throughout or inte­
grated within the host device or a part of the host device. 

With reference to the drawings in general, it should be 50 

understood that any functional block diagrams are intended 
simply to show the functionality that exists within the device 
and should not be taken to imply that each block shown in the 
functional block diagram is necessarily a discrete or separate 
entity. The functionality provided by a block may be discrete 55 

or may be dispersed throughout the device or throughout a 
part of the device. In addition, the functionality may incorpo­
rate, where appropriate, hard-wired elements, software ele­
ments or firmware elements or any combination of these. The 
NFC communicator may be provided wholly or partially as an 60 

integrated circuit or collections of integrated circuits. 

Each NFC communicator 15 and 30 comprises NFC opera­
tional components 16 and 31 for, as will be described below, 
enabling control of the NFC functionality and generation, 
modulation and demodulation of an RF signal. Each NFC 
communicator 15 and 30 also comprises an inductive coupler 
17 and 32 comprising an inductor or coil in the form of an 
antenna 18 and 33. The inductive couplers 17 and 32 enable 
an alternating magnetic field (H field) generated by the 
antenna 18 ( or 33) of one near field communicator 15 ( or 30) 
by transmission ofan RF signal (for example a 13.56 Mega 
Hertz signal) to be inductively coupled to the antenna 33 (or 
18) of the other near field communicator 30 ( or 15) when that 
antenna is within the near field of the RF signal generated by 

Referring now specifically to FIG. 1, there is shown a 
representational diagram illustrating communication 
between two NFC communications enabled devices. In FIG. 
1 the representations of the NFC communications enabled 
devices have been show partly cut-away and the functionality 
provided by the NFC communications enabled devices illus-

the one near field communicator 15 (or 30). 

The NFC communicators 15 and 30 are coupled to the 
cellular telephone device and portable computer functionality 

65 10 and 20, respectively, to enable data and/or control com­
mands to be sent between the NFC communicator and the 
host device and to enable user input to the NFC communica-

Page 9 of 16



US 7,881,665 B2 
5 

tor. Communication between the user interface 3 or 21 and the 
NFC communicator 15 or 30 is via the host device function­
ality 11 or 20, respectively. 

6 
storing data (information and/or control data) to be transmit­
ted from and/or data received by the NFC communications 
enabled device. The controller 107 may be a microprocessor, 
for example a RISC processor or other microprocessor or a Each of the NFC communicators 15 and 30 has a power 

provider 19 and 34. The power providers 19 and 34 may be, 5 state machine. Program instructions for progranmiing the 
controller and/or control data for communication to another 
near field RF communicator may be stored in an internal 
memory of the controller and/or the data store 108. 

for example, batteries such as button cell or other small bat­
teries. Alternatively or additionally, as shown by the dashed 
lines in FIG. 1, the power providers 19 and 34 may comprise 
couplings to the host batteries 11 and 25 and/or may be 
coupled to derive power from an RF signal inductively 10 

coupled to the NFC communicator. 
It will be appreciated that FIG. 1 shows only examples of 

types of host devices. Other examples of such host devices 
are, for example, personal digital assistants, notebooks, other 
computing devices such as personal or desk top computers, 15 

computer peripherals such as printers, or other electrical 
devices such as portable audio and/or video players such as 
MP3 players, IPODs®, CD players, DVD players. Further 
examples of such larger devices or host devices are other 
electrical or electronic products, for example consumer prod- 20 

ucts such as domestic appliance or personal care products, 
and other electrical or electronic devices, apparatus or sys­
tems. Some areas of application are payment systems, tick­
eting systems, for example in tickets (for example parking 
tickets, bus tickets, train tickets or entrance permits or tickets) 25 

or in ticket checking systems, toys, games, posters, packag­
ing, advertising material, product inventory checking systems 
and so on. 

Also, rather than being incorporated within the host device, 
the NFC communicator 15 or 30 may be associated with the 30 

host device, for example by a wired or wireless coupling that 
is capable of power transfer. In such a case, a housing of the 
NFC communicator may be physically separate from or may 
be attached to the housing of the host device; in the later case, 
the attachment may be permanent once made or the NFC 35 

communicator may be removable. For example, the NFC 
communicator may be housed within: a housing attachable to 
another device; a housing portion, such as a fascia of the NFC 
communications enabled device or an other device; an access 
card; or may have a housing shaped or configured to look like 40 

a smart card. For example an NFC communicator may be 
coupled to a larger device by way of a communications link 
such as, for example, a USB link, or may be provided as a card 
(for example a PCM CIA card or a card that looks like a smart 
card) which can be received in an appropriate slot of the larger 45 

or host device. 
As another possibility, one or both of the NFC communi­

cations enabled devices may be a standalone NFC communi­
cator, that is it may have no functionality beyond its NFC 
communications functionality. Also, one of the devices may 50 

be a near field RF communicator other than an NFC commu-
nicator. 

The NFC operational components 101 also comprise a 
demodulator 114 coupled between the inductive coupler 102 
and the controller 107 for demodulating a modulated RF 
signal inductively coupled to the inductive coupler 102 from 
another near field RF communicator in near field range and 
for supplying the thus extracted data to the controller 107 for 
processing. 

In addition the NFC operational components 101 include 
an RF signal generator 200 for generating an RF signal to be 
supplied to the inductive coupler 102 via a driver 111 to 
enable an RF signal to be transmitted by the NFC communi­
cations enabled device. 

As shown in FIG. 2, the RF signal generator 200 is coupled 
to the driver 111 via a modulator 115 operable to modulate the 
RF signal with data supplied by the controller 107 to enable 
data to be communicated to another near field RF communi­
cator in near field range of the NFC communicator 1 Ola. Any 
suitable form of modulation scheme may be used for com­
munication, for example FSK (Frequency Shift Key) modu-
lation, PSK (Phase Shift Key) modulation, PDM (Pulse Den­
sity Modulation), amplitude modulation, or load modulation. 

In the example shown in FIG. 2, the inductive coupler 102 
comprises a series tuned antenna circuit comprising an 
antenna coil 120 in series with a gain-controlled impedance 
element 200 having an input 200a and an output 200b. The 
input 200a of the gain-controlled impedance element 200 is 
coupled to an input of an amplifier 201 having a near infinite 
input impedance and a near zero output impedance. The input 
of the amplifier 201 is coupled to earth (ground) via a capaci­
tor 203 and the output of the amplifier 201 is coupled to the 
output 200b of the gain-controlled impedance 200 via a 
capacitor 202 and to earth (ground) via the series connection 
of the capacitors 202 and 203. 

In this example, negative feedback around the amplifier 
201 is used to control the gain of the amplifier 201. As shown 
in FIG. 2, the negative feedback comprises a variable feed­
back element 210 in the form of a variable resistance element 
comprising a series (three are shown although there may be 
more or fewer) of resistors Rl to R3 each connectable 
between the input and input of the amplifier 201 via a corre­
sponding switch Tl, T2 and T3. As shown, the switches Tl, 
T2 and T3 are Field Effect Transistors having their control 
electrodes coupled to corresponding control outputs of the 
controller 107. Other forms of semiconductor switches may 

FIG. 2 shows a functional block diagram of an NFC com­
munications enabled device 100 in accordance with the 
invention. 55 however be used. 

The NFC communications enabled device 100 comprises 
an NFC communicator 101a having NFC operational com­
ponents 101, a power provider 103 and an inductive coupler 
or antenna circuit 102. 

The NFC communications enabled device 100 may or may 
not also have or be capable of being connected or coupled 
with at least one of other functionality 105 (for example 
functionality of a host device such as described above) and a 
user interface 106. 

The operation of the gain-controlled impedance element 
200 shown in FIG. 2 will now be described with the aid of the 
circuit diagram shown in FIG. 5 in which Vis the alternating 
voltage across the gain-controlled impedance element 200, i 

60 is the alternating current supplied to the gain-controlled 
impedance element 200, K is the gain of the amplifier 201, Zl 
is the effective impedance of the gain-controlled impedance 
element 200 and the capacitances of the capacitors 202 and 
203 are C2 and Cl, respectively. 

The NFC operational components 101 comprise a control- 65 

!er 107 for controlling overall operation of the NFC commu­
nicator. The controller 107 is coupled to a data store 108 for 

Applying Kirchoffs current law: 

1) 
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where i2 is the current supplied by the near zero impedance 
output of the amplifier 201 and il is the current through the 
capacitor 203 

8 
change a mask stage of an integrated circuit manufacturing 
process, or to add external components or to select different 
value external components for different applications. 

From Kirchoffs voltage law: 

2) 

The range over which the gain may be controlled will, in 
5 the example described be determined by the number of swit-

the alternating voltage across the capacitor 202 is given by: 

KV-V~i2(LywC2) 3) 

chable resistors Rl to R3. As other possibilities, the switch-
able resistors may be replaced by a variable resistor having a 
resistance controllable by the controller 107, for example by 
using one or more field effect transistor as voltage controlled 

10 resistors controllable by the controller 107 to control the gain. 
which reduces to: 

(K-l)V~i2/jwC2 

so: 

i2~(K-l)VjwC2 

and therefore from equations 1, 2 and 5: 

i+(K-1) VjwC2~VjwC1 

giving: 

i~VjwC1-(K-l)VjwC2 

4) 

15 

5) 

6) 20 

7) 

The impedance Zl of the gain-controlled impedance ele- 25 
ment 200 is: 

Another possibility may be to use a variable transconductance 
amplifier as the amplifier in which case the gain may be 
controlled by a current or voltage signal from the controller 
107. 

FIG. 3 shows a functional block diagram of an NFC com­
municator 100' that differs from the NFC communicator 
shown in FIG. 2 in that the signal generator 109a is operable 
to generate complementary RF signals by digital sine synthe­
sis and the driver la is coupled to supply the respective 
complementary RF signals, after any modulation by the 
modulator 110 under the control of the controller 107, to 
respective terminals of a series tuned circuit forming the 
inductive coupler 102a. As shown the series tuned circuit 
102a comprises a series connection of a first gain-controlled 
impedance element 220a, an antenna coil 120a and a second 
gain-controlled impedance element 220b. 

Zl ~ V!i~li(jwC1-(K-l)jwC2) 

which reduces to: 

z1~1/jw(Cl-(K-l)C2) 

8) In FIG. 3, the gain-controlled impedance elements 220a 
and 220b are, unlike the gain-controlled impedance element 
200, not referenced to ground (earth) but are at a floating 

30 potential. Each of the gain-controlled impedances 220a and 
9

) 220b has the same construction. Each of the gain-controlled 
impedance element 220a and 220b comprises a subtracting or 
differential amplifier 221 that has near-infinite input imped­
ance and near-zero output impedance. The output of each of 
the subtracting amplifiers 221 is coupled to its negative input 
via a variable feedback element 223 and the controller 107 is 

Equation 9 shows that the impedance of the gain-controlled 
impedance Zl is purely capacitive with a value: 

Cl-(K-l)C2 10) 35 

Thus, the effective capacitance Zl of the gain-controlled 
impedance element 200 is controlled by the gain K of the 
amplifier which in turn is controlled by the variable feedback 
element 210 which is controlled by the controller 107. 
Whether the effective capacitance is greater than or less than 40 

the capacitance C1 of capacitor 203 will depend upon whether 
K is less than or greater than 1. 

In this example, the gain of the amplifier is set for the 
particular application for which the NFC communicator is to 
be used and for its expected magnetic environment by con- 45 

figuration of the controller 107 to select which of the switches 
Tl to T3 is to be closed during operation of the NFC com­
municator. The determination of the required gain for a par­
ticular application and magnetic environment may be 
achieved by testing the strength of the RF signal generated by 50 

a sample NFC communicator designed for that application 
within an environment that is the same as or mimics the 
environment within which the NFC communicator is to oper-
ate and controlling the controller 107 of the sample NFC 
communicator to adjust the gain by controlling the switches 55 

Tl to T3 until the required RF signal strength is achieved. 
This enables the gain to be set relatively easily even for an 
NFC communicator that forms part of a host device, whether 
the NFC communicator is a discrete entity within the host 
device or is provided integrated in the functionality of the host 60 

device. The gain may be set during manufacture or during 
operation of the device. 

As will be appreciated, the provision of the gain-controlled 
impedance element 200 in the inductive coupler or antenna 
circuit 102 enables the NFC communicator to be adapted to 65 

the magnetic environment within which it is to operate so as 
to obtain the required RF signal strength without the need to 

configured to control the feedback of the variable feedback 
element 223 to control the gain K of the subtracting amplifier 
221. Although not shown in FIG. 3, the variable feedback 
elements 223 may, as in FIG. 2, comprise a series ofresistors 
each connectable between the input and output of the ampli-
fier 201 via a corresponding switch having its control elec­
trode coupled to a control output of the controller 107. The 
range over which the gain may be controlled will, in the 
example described be determined by the number of switch­
able resistors. As other possibilities, the switchable resistors 
may be replaced by a variable resistor having a resistance 
controllable by the controller 107, for example by using one 
or more field effect transistors as voltage controlled resistors 
controllable by the controller 107 to control the gain. Another 
possibility may be to use a variable transconductance ampli-
fier as the amplifier in which case the gain may be controlled 
by a current or voltage signal from the controller 107. 

In each of the gain-controlled impedances 220a and 220b, 
the output of the subtracting amplifier 221 is coupled to one 
input of an adding amplifier 222 that has near-infinite input 
impedances and near-zero output impedance and ideally 
afixed gain ofunity or close thereto. The adding amplifier 222 
has its output coupled to the positive input of the subtracting 
amplifier 221 via a capacitor 224 and the other input of the 
adding amplifier 222 is coupled to the negative input of the 
subtracting amplifier 222. A capacitor 122 is coupled across 
the inputs of the subtracting amplifier 221. One terminal of 
each capacitor 122 is coupled to a corresponding terminal of 
the antenna coil 120a while the other is coupled to the corre­
sponding output of the driver llla so that the capacitors 122 
are in series with the antenna coil 120a and the remainder of 
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each gain-controlled impedance provides a gain-controlled 
variable capacitance in parallel with the capacitor 122. 

The controller 107 in FIG. 3 is coupled to control the 
variable feedback elements 223 so that the subtracting ampli­
fier 221 of the first gain-controlled impedance 220a has the 5 

same gain as the subtracting amplifier 221 of the second 
gain-controlled impedance 220b. 

10 
same manner as the impedance Zl of the gain-controlled 
impedance element 200 varies with the gain K of the amplifier 
201. 

Thus the effective capacitance of each gain-controlled 
impedance element 220a or 220b is controlled by the gain K 
of its subtracting amplifier 221 which in turn is controlled by 
the variable feedback element 223 which is controlled by the 
controller 107. Whether the effective capacitance is greater 
than or less than the capacitance C3 of capacitor 122 will 

The operation of the gain-controlled impedance elements 
220a and 220b shown in FIG. 3 will now be described with the 
aid of the circuit diagram shown in FIG. 6 of one such gain­
controlled impedance element 220. In FIG. 6, Vis the alter­
nating voltage across the gain-controlled impedance element 
220, i is the current supplied to the gain-controlled impedance 
element 220, K is the gainofthe subtracting amplifier 221, Z2 

10 depend upon whether K is less than or greater than 1. 
In this example, the gains of the subtracting amplifiers 221 

are set for the particular application for which the NFC com­
municator is to be used and for its expected magnetic envi­
ronment by configuration of the controller 107 to control the 

15 variable feedback elements 223. The determination of the is the effective impedance of the gain-controlled impedance 
element 220 and the capacitances of the capacitors 224 and 
122 are C4 and C3, respectively. The fact that the gain­
controlled impedance is floating and not referenced to earth is 
illustrated in FIG. 6 by showing the gain-controlled imped­
ance as being coupled between Vl and V2, rather than V and 20 

earth as in FIG. 5. 
In accordance with Kirchoff's laws as above: 

V3~KV1+V2 11) 

required gain for a particular application and magnetic envi­
ronment may be achieved by testing the strength of the RF 
signal generated by a sample NFC communicator designed 
for that application within an environment that is the same as 
or mimics the environment within which the NFC communi­
cator is to operate and causing the controller 107 of the 

where KVl is the alternating voltage at the output of the 25 

subtracting amplifier 221 and V3 is the alternating voltage at 
the output of the adding amplifier 222. 

sample NFC communicator to adjust the gain by selecting 
resistors of the variable feedback element 223 until the 
required RF signal strength is achieved. This enables the gain 
to be set relatively easily even for an NFC communicator that 
forms part of a host device, whether the NFC communicator 
is a discrete entity within the host device or is provided 
integrated in the functionality of the host device. The gain 
may be set during manufacture or during operation of the 

The current output from the adding amplifier 222 i4 is 
given: 

i4~(V3-(Vl+V2))jwC4 12) 

substituting for V3 gives: 

i4~(KVl+V2-(Vl+V2))jwC4 13) 

which reduces to: 

i4~VI(K-llfwC4 14) 

now by Kirchoff's law 

i+i4~i3 15) 

where i is again the current input to the gain-controlled 
impedance 220 and i3 is the current through the capacitor 122 

Substituting for i4 and i3 gives: 

i+Vl(K-l)jwC4~VljwC3 16) 

rearranging in terms of i gives: 

i~VljwC3-Vl(K-l)jwC4 17) 

i~Vl(jwC3-jwC4(K-1)) 18) 

Now the impedance Z2 of the gain-controlled impedance 
element 220 is given by: 

z2~v11;~1J(jwC3-JwC4(K-1)) 19) 

which becomes 

30 device. 

35 

40 

As will be appreciated, the use of the gain-controlled 
impedance elements again enables an NFC communicator to 
be adapted to the magnetic environment within which it is to 
operate so as to obtain the required RF signal strength without 
the need to change a mask stage of an integrated circuit 
manufacturing process, or to incorporate external compo­
nents, or to select different value external components. 

FIG. 4 shows a functional block diagram of another 
example of an NFC communicator 100" embodying the 
invention which differs from that shown in FIG. 3 in that the 
inductive coupler 102a comprises a parallel tuned circuit 
comprising a gain-controlled impedance 220c coupled in par-
allel with or across an antenna coil 120b. The gain-controlled 
impedance 220c is functionally identical to one of the gain-

45 controlled impedances shown in FIG. 3 and functions in the 
same manner. 

50 

As shown in FIGS. 2 to 6, the gain-controlled impedances 
are gain-controlled capacitances. The gain-controlled imped­
ances may however alternatively be inductances. To illustrate 
this, FIG. 7 shows a circuit diagram for explaining operation 
of a gain-controlled impedance 200a which differs from that 
shown in FIGS. 2 and 5 in that the capacitors 202 and 203 are 
replaced by inductors 302 and 303. In FIG. 7, iL is the current 

55 
supplied to the gain-controlled impedance element 200a, iL2 
is the current output of the amplifier 201, iLl is the current 
through the inductor 303, K is the gain of the amplifier 201, 
Z4 is the effective impedance of the gain-controlled imped­
ance element 200a and the inductances of the inductors 302 

Z2~lljw(C3(K-l)C4) 20) 60 and 303 are L2 and Ll, respectively. 
Following the arguments set out above in relation to equa­

tions 1 to 10 above: 
Therefore the impedance Z2 of the gain-controlled imped­

ance element 220 is purely capacitive and has the value: 

Z2~C3-(K-l)C4 21) 

As can be seen by comparing equations 10 and 20, the 65 

impedance Z2 of the gain-controlled impedance element 220 
varies with the gain K of the subtracting amplifier 221 in the 

iL+(K-l)V4ljwL2~V4ljwL1 

iL~ V4ljwL1-(K-1) V4ljwL2 

iL~V4(lljwL1-(K-l)!jwL2) 

22) 

23) 

24) 
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Z4~1/(LywL1-(K-1)/jwL2) 

Z4~jw!(l/Ll-(K-1 )IL2) 

11 
25) 

26) 

12 
coils will be determined by the properties of the antenna 
circuit 102 and extent of the H-field which is generated by 
such an antenna circuit. The positioning of the sense coil 401 
may, however, vary from NFC communicator to NFC com­
municator and will, for example, depend on both the lay-out 
of the NFC communicator and the environment within which 
the NFC communicator is intended to operate. 

The sense coil 401 is coupled to a sense amplifier 402 for 
amplifying and filtering the signal supplied by the sense coil 

Thus, the effective inductance of the gain-controlled 
impedance element 200a shown in FIG. 7 is controlled by the 5 

gain K of the amplifier 201 which is in tum controlled by the 
variable feedback element 210 which is controlled by the 
controller 107. Whether the effective inductance is greater 
than or less than the inductance Ll of the inductor 303 will 
depend upon whether K is less than or greater than 1. 10 401. The sense amplifier 402 has an output coupled to one 

input (as shown the negative input) of a differential or error 
amplifier 403. The other input of the error amplifier 403 is 
coupled to a required magnetic field strength output 406 of the 
controller 107 which provides a reference signal indicating 

It will, of course, be appreciated that the gain-controlled 
impedances 220a, 220b and 220c described above with ref­
erence to FIGS. 3, 4 and 6 may be similarly modified by 
replacing the capacitors with inductors. Also, the gain-con­
trolled impedance shown in FIG. 2 may be used in FIGS. 3 
and 4 and vice versa. Also, a gain-controlled impedance may 
have both capacitive and inductive elements that are gain­
controllable. 

The description above makes the assumption that alternat­
ing voltages within the circuits are sinusoidal. However, as 
any signal waveform can be described as being made-up from 
a plurality of sinusoids, once the case is shown for sinusoidal 
waveforms, then it will be true for any waveform. 

15 the magnetic field strength required to be produced by the 
antenna circuit 102. The type ofreference signal provided by 
the controller 107 on the required magnetic field strength 
output 406 will depend upon the nature of the error amplifier. 
Thus, for example, the reference signal may be a comparison 

20 or threshold voltage, or a comparison or threshold current. In 
each case, the error amplifier 403 is operable to produce a 
signal dependent on its evaluation of the difference between 
the signal received by the sense coil 401 and the reference 
signal on the required magnetic field strength output 406 from 

As so far described, the gain required to achieve the 
required magnetic field strength for a particular application 
may be determined by sensing the strength of the magnetic 
field generated by the inductive coupler during testing of a 
sample NFC communicator or host device comprising an 
NFC communicator or NFC functionality in an environment 30 
which is the same as or mimics the environment within which 
the NFC communicator or host device will be used in the 
particular application for which the NFC communicator or 
host device is intended, and then causing the controller 107 to 
adjust the gain until the required magnetic field strength is 
achieved. As another possibility, the gain may be adjusted 
automatically during operation of an NFC communicator or 
host device comprising an NFC communicator or NFC func­
tionality to achieve the required magnetic field strength by 
modifying any of the NFC communicators shown in FIGS. 2 

25 the controller 107. 
The operation of the sense amplifier 402 will depend upon 

the operation of the controller 107 and the NFC communica­
tor. For example, where the signal received by the sense coil 
401 is modulated, then the sense amplifier 402 may filter out 
that modulation. As another possibility, the NFC communi­
cator controller 107 may be configured to respond to signals 
from the magnetic field strength controller 400 only when 
there is no modulation. As another possibility, the controller 
circuit 17 may track any modulation and the processing tech-

35 niques may be adjusted to ensure that any such modulation 
does not affect the control signals provided by the magnetic 
field strength controller 400. As another possibility, the NFC 
communicator may be designed such that the magnetic field 
strength controller 400 is only operable at certain times or for 

40 certain periods, for example when an un-modulated magnetic 
field is generated at antenna circuit coil 120. Thus, for 
example, the controller 107 may only activate the magnetic 
field strength controller 400 when the magnetic field is un-

to 5 to incorporate a magnetic field strength controller, as 
proposed in International Patent Application No. PCT/ 
GB2005/004407, the whole contents of which are hereby 
incorporated by reference. FIG. 8 shows the NFC communi­
cator shown in FIG. 2 modified to include such a magnetic 45 
field strength controller 400. Similar modifications may be 
made to the NFC communicators shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. 

modulated. 
The output of the error amplifier 403 is supplied to a control 

loop stabiliser 404 (identified as PID in FIG. 8) to produce a 
signal which can be used by the controller 2 to control the 
magnetic field strength at the antenna 120. The processing 
technique used by the control loop stabiliser 404 will depend 

As shown in FIG. 8, the magnetic field strength controller 
400 comprises a sense coil 401 positioned so as to be able to 
sense or detect at least part of the magnetic field (H field) 
produced by the antenna circuit coil 120. As shown in FIG. 8, 
the sense coil 401 does not form part of a resonant circuit. The 
sense coil 401 may however form part of a resonant sense coil 
circuit similar to the antenna circuit 102. 

FIG. 8 shows the sense coil 401 as being adjacent to the 
main antenna coil 120. The sense coil needs to be placed 
partially or completely within the H field generated by the 
antenna circuit 102 and, in order to sense the magnetic field 
generated by the antenna circuit, at least part of the sense coil 
should be parallel to that magnetic field or to a component of 
that magnetic field. The sense coil should ideally be placed 
co-axially with the antenna coil, for example it may be formed 
inside the antenna circuit 102 or above or below the antenna 
circuit 102. Although FIG. 8 shows a single sense coil, mul­
tiple sense coils may be placed in series around the antenna 
coil 120, above or below the antenna coil 120 or within the 
antenna circuit 102. The maximum distance between the two 

50 on the complexity required and processing power available. 
The control loop stabiliser 404 may be implemented entirely 
in software or using analogue circuitry or a combination of 
both. FIG. 8 shows the control loop stabiliser 404 as a func­
tional block separate from the controller 107. In such a case, 

55 the control loop stabiliser 404 functionality may be provided 
by, for example, a processor or an operational amplifier. As 
another possibility, the signal processing functionality may 
be provided by the controller 107. 

In the example illustrated by FIG. 8, the control loop sta-
60 biliser 404 ( or the signal processing functionality provided by 

the controller 107) is configured to implement PID (propor­
tional, integral, derivative) techniques. The output from the 
error amplifier 403 is thus processed by the control loop 
stabiliser 404 to produce three signals: a proportional (that is 

65 unprocessed) signal, an integrated signal (that is the integral 
signal) and a differentiated signal (that is the derivative sig­
nal). These three signals are combined to produce an output 
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control signal representing any adjustment required. A con­
stant may also be applied to each of the P, I and D signals 
providing variable effect on the end combined signal. 

As described above, a single error amplifier 403 is pro­
vided. As another possibility, the error amplifier 403 may be 
replaced by multiple operational amplifiers each coupled to 
receive the output from the sense amplifier 402. In such an 
example, each of the operational amplifiers will be configured 
to generate a respective one of the proportional signal, the 
integral signal and the derivative signal and the control loop 
stabiliser 404 will be configured to combine the outputs of 
these operational amplifiers, after multiplication by appropri­
ate constants. 

14 
amplifies and filters the signal to produce a sense signal which 
is proportional to the voltage or current of the received RF 
signal. The error amplifier 403 compares the sense signal with 
a reference signal output by the controller 107 on the required 

5 magnetic field strength output 406. This reference signal rep­
resents the ideal signal strength/incident magnetic field 
strength required from the antenna circuit 102 and is pre-set 
and stored by the controller 107. The error amplifier 403 
generates a difference signal which is then processed by the 

10 control loop stabiliser 404 (or the controller 107 where the 
functionality of the control loop stabiliser is provided by the 
controller 107) in the manner described above to produce a 
RF signal control signal which is supplied to the correction 

Any appropriate algorithm may be used to implement the 
PID processing. An example algorithm can be represented as 15 

follows: 

signal input 407 of the controller 107. 
The RF signal control signal indicates to the controller 107 

whether the sensed magnetic field is higher or lower than the 
required magnetic field. The controller 107 is configured to 
control the gain of the gain-controlled impedance 200 of the 
antenna circuit 102 in the manner described above until the 

Output(t)~PE(t)+ 1/JfE(t)dt+Dd/dtE(t) 

Where t=time, E is the received RF signal strength or 
output from the sense amplifier, P is the proportional error, I 
is the integral of the error and Dis the derivative of the error. 
Constants may be used to determine the effect that each of the 
three inputs (P, D and I) has on the combined comparison and 
therefore on the control of the RF signal being generated. 

The proportional error P is used for basic control loop 
speed and stability. The integral I of the error is usually used 
to represent the sum of previous errors within a given times­
cale and therefore has an averaging effect. The derivative D of 
the error is used to speed up control loop stabilisation, and can 
be used to identify where there are large or rapid changes in 
the RF signal strength being generated. 

The control loop stabiliser 404 need not necessarily use 
PID techniques. Other possibilities include the use of pre-set 
software algorithms or fuzzy logic. Cascades of PID tech­
niques can also be used. 

The output of the control loop stabiliser 404 is coupled to a 
correction signal input 407 of the controller 107 to enable the 
controller 107 to control the variable feedback element 210 to 
vary the gain of the amplifier 201 until the correction signal 
input 407 indicates that the required magnetic field strength 
has been achieved. 

In operation of the NFC communicator, the controller 107 
controls the signal generator 109, modulator 110 and driver 
111 to effect generation of the RF signal as required and to 
effect any required modulation of that RF signal. When the 
controller 107 causes the signal generator 109 to generate an 
RF signal when the NFC communicator is in initiator mode, 
the resulting oscillating magnetic H field produced by the 
antenna circuit 102 is inductively coupled to the antenna 
circuit of any NFC communicator in target mode or RFID tag 
or transponder within the H field (that is within range) of the 
NFC communicator. The resulting magnetic field (H field) 
will be sensed by the sense antenna coil 401. 

20 controller 107 determines that RF signal control signal indi­
cates that the required magnetic field strength has been 
achieved. As another possibility, the PID techniques may be 
selected so as only to produce an RF signal control signal 407 
to cause the controller 107 to adjust the gain of the gain-

25 controlled impedance when the received signal strength at 
sense coil 401 is lower than a desired field strength or thresh­
old voltage. 

Appropriate ones of the modifications described in PCT/ 
GB2005/004407 may be used. For example, the reference 

30 signal representing the required magnetic field strength may 
be stored within the error amplifier. Also, the output of the 
control loop stabiliser 404 may provide a control signal for a 
controller separate from the controller 107 and specifically 
provided to control the gain of the gain-controlled impedance 

35 in accordance with the sensed magnetic field. As set out 
above, the NFC communicator controller 107 may be config­
ured to respond to signals from the magnetic field strength 
controller 400 only when there is no modulation or the mag­
netic field strength controller 400 may be configured, under 

40 the control of the controller 107, to filter out any modulation 
so as to inhibit signal modulation affecting the magnetic field 
strength determination. The modulation filtering may be car­
ried out anywhere in the magnetic field strength controller 
400 before the control loop stabiliser. For example a separate 

45 filter may be provided or the error amplifier 403 may incor­
porate an initial filtering stage. As another possibility, there 
may be no filtering out of the modulation but rather the 
control loop stabiliser 404 ( or controller 107 where the signal 
processing functionality is provided by the controller) may be 

50 configured to track modulation, during a magnetic field 
strength determination, ignore any modulation effected by 
the NFC communicator itself and when an error signal con­
sistent with external modulation of the magnetic field arises 
supply the modulated RF signal to the demodulator 15 for The magnetic field sensed by the sense antenna coil 401 

will be the magnetic field resulting from the actual RF signal 
supplied to the antenna circuit 102 and the antenna circuit 
configuration as modified by the effect of metallic and/or 
magnetic material and conductive loops in proximity to the 
antenna circuit 102, that is as modified by the effect of the 
"electromagnetic environment" of the NFC communicator. 60 

This electromagnetic environment may include contributions 
from a housing or casing or a host device of the NFC com­
municator and/or the device with which it is communicating, 
from other devices, apparatus or objects in the vicinity or 
from any combination of the foregoing. 

55 demodulation and data retrieval in the manner shown in FIG. 
4 of PCT/GB2005/004407. 

The control loop stabilising functionality described above 
with reference to FIG. 8 may be operable whenever a mag­
netic field is being generated by a near field communicator. 
Alternatively the control loop stabilising functionality may 
be activated by the controller 107. For example where near 
field communicators are to be tuned for different applications, 
for example for use inn different host devices, the control 
stabilising functionality may be turned on as part of the test-

65 ing and programming process and then disabled thereafter. 
The RF signal resulting from the magnetic field sensed by 

the sense coil 401 is fed to the sense amplifier 402 which 
Alternatively the control loop stabilising functionality may 
only be turned on where a non-modulated RF signal is trans-
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security device or ESD device which may only be used for 
payment transactions. Where the functionality of the control­
ler 107 is within a separate unit or within any host device, then 
instead of the controller 107 the NFC communicator will have 

mitted by a near field communicator. The operation of the 
near field communicator may be adjusted to provide for a 
preliminary transmission of an un-modulated field to enable 
the control loop to adjust operation prior to any modulation 
being carried out. 

It will, of course, be appreciated that the functional block 
diagrams shown in FIGS. 2 to 4 would apply equally to a 
standalone NFC communicator, in which case the other func­
tionality 105 and possibly the user interface 106 may be 
omitted. 

5 a coupling, possibly including an appropriate interface, to 
that controller. 

As shown in FIG. 2, the data store 108 comprises a memory 
within the NFC communicator. As another possibility, the 
data store 108 may be comprised within any host device or 

10 shared or co-located memory device or data storage means. 
For example the data store may reside within the host device 
and all data may be centrally held within such host device. 
Alternatively data may be stored both within the NFC com­
municator (for example data relevant to operation of the NFC 

15 functionality) and within a memory (not shown) within the 
host device (for example data relevant to the operation char­
acteristics of the host device). The data storage means may be 
read only or may be read/write, depending upon whether data 
is to be written to as well as read from the data store. 

The components of the NFC communicators described 
above, apart from the power provider and the antenna coil 120 
and sense coil 401, if present, may be provided by a single 
semiconductor integrated circuit chip or by several separate 
chips, for example one or more silicon integrated circuits, or 
discrete devices mounted on a printed circuit board. Whether 
particular functions are implemented by analogue or digital 
circuitry will depend on the design route chosen. For 
example, error detection and feedback circuitry may be 
implemented in either the analogue or digital domain. Anten- 20 

nas will be constructed in a form suitable for system and 
circuit requirements and may, as described above, be coils or 
could be dipoles or any other suitable form of antenna. 

As described above, the gain-controlled impedance ele-
ment is part of the antenna circuit or inductive coupler. As 
other possibilities or additionally, any other impedance 
within the NFC communicator that may need to be adjustable 
may be such a controlled gain impedance element, for An NFC communicator or NFC communications enabled 

device as described above may operate in an initiator or a 
target mode so that when in initiator mode in which it acts as 
an initiator of communication with a target compatible near 
field RF communicator or near field RF communications 

25 example an impedance of the signal generator, the modulator 
or the demodulator, and the controller may be s operable to 
control such gain-controlled impedance element (s). 

enabled device and when in target mode it acts as a target for 
an initiator near field RF communicator or near field RF 30 

communications enabled device. The mode may be deter­
mined by the controller 107 or may be determined in depen­
dence on the nature of a received near field RF signal. As thus 
used, compatible means operable at the same frequency and 

It is to be understood that any feature described in relation 
to any one embodiment may be used alone, or in combination 
with other features described, and may also be used in com­
bination with one or more features of any other of the embodi-
ments, or any combination of any other of the embodiments. 
Furthermore, equivalents and modifications not described 
above may also be employed without departing from the 

35 scope of the invention, which is defined in the accompanying 
claims. 

in accordance with the same protocols, for example in accor­
dance with the protocols set out in various standards such as 
ISO/IEC 18092, ISO/IEC 21481, ISO/IEC 14443 and ISO/ 
IEC 15693. Communication may be in accordance with an 
active protocol under which the initiator and target each gen­
erate their own RF field when communicating data and then 40 

turn off that RF field to await data communication from the 
other or in accordance with a passive protocol under which 
the initiator transmits and maintains its RF field throughout 
the entire communication. 

As will be appreciated from the above, the controller 107 of 45 

an NFC communicator or NFC communications enabled 
device embodying the invention is operable to control the 
NFC communications process to, for example, ensure that the 
NFC communicator operates in compliance with the appro­
priate communications protocol(s) and to control the timing 50 

(using its own clock where appropriate), marmer and mode of 
operation of the NFC communicator. The controller 107 is 
also operable to control communication with any host device, 
where required. Depending upon the circumstances, a change 
in functionality of the NFC communicator or of any host 55 

device may arise as a result of communication with another 
NFC communications enabled device. Alternatively commu­
nication may result in a change to the data stored in either one 

The invention claimed is: 
1. An NFC communicator, comprising 
a data store operable to store data; 
an inductive coupler operable to couple inductively with 

the magnetic field of a radio frequency signal; 
a signal supplier operable to supply a radio frequency 

signal to the inductive coupler; 
a modulator operable to modulate a radio frequency signal 

in accordance with data; 
a demodulator operable to extract data from a modulated 

radio frequency signal inductively coupled to the cou­
pler; 

a controller operable to enable the NFC communicator 
both to initiate near field radio frequency communica­
tion with another near field RF communicator and to 
respond to near field radio frequency communication 
initiated by another near field RF communicator, 
wherein the inductive coupler comprises an antenna and 
a variable impedance element and the controller is oper­
able to control the variable impedance element to control 
a magnetic field strength associated with a radio fre­
quency signal supplied by the signal supplier. 

or both of the data store 108 and controller 107. 
The functionality of the controller 107 is shown in FIGS. 2 

to 4 as being entirely within the NFC communicator. As other 
possibilities, the functionality of the controller 107 may be 
entirely within any host device controller or distributed 
between the NFC communicator and the host device. As a 
further possibility, certain control functionality may reside 
within a separate unit which is attachable or removable or 
alternatively only used for certain transactions, for example a 

2. An NFC communicator according to claim 1, wherein 
60 the variable impedance element is a gain-controlled imped­

ance element and the controller is operable to control the gain. 
3. An NFC communicator according to claim 2, wherein 

the gain-controlled impedance element comprises a variable 
gain amplifier and at least one impedance and the controller is 

65 operable to control the gain of the variable gain amplifier. 
4. An NFC communicator according to claim 2, wherein 

the gain-controlled impedance element comprises an ampli-
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fier having a variable feedback element and the controller is 
operable to control the variable feedback element to control 
the gain of the amplifier. 

18 
16. An electrical device according to claim 14, wherein the 

NFC communicator comprises at least one integrated circuit 
within the electrical device. 

17.An electrical device according to claim 14, wherein the 5. An NFC communicator according to claim 1, wherein 
the variable impedance element has a variable impedance 
element input and a variable impedance element output and 
comprises: an amplifier having an amplifier input and an 
amplifier output; a negative feedback around the amplifier; 
and an impedance coupled between the amplifier output and 
the variable impedance element output and wherein the con­
troller is operable to control the feedback provided by the 
variable feedback element to control the gain of the amplifier. 

5 device comprises at least one of a cellular telephone device, a 
portable computing device, a personal or desk top computer, 
a computer peripheral, or a portable audio and/or video 
player. 

18. An electrical device according to claim 14, further 
10 comprising a user interface for enabling a user to input 

instructions to control at least one of communication of data 
by the NFC communicator. 

6. An NFC communicator according to claim 5, wherein 
the variable impedance element comprises a further imped- 15 
ance coupled in series with said impedance. 

7. An NFC communicator according to claim 1, wherein 
the variable impedance element has a variable impedance 
element input and a variable impedance element output and 
comprises: a subtracting amplifier having positive and nega- 20 

tive subtracting amplifier inputs and a subtracting amplifier 
output; a variable feedback element coupled between the 
subtracting amplifier output and one of the positive and nega­
tive amplifier inputs; an adding amplifier having a first adding 
amplifier input coupled to the subtracting amplifier, a second 25 

adding amplifier input coupled to one of positive and negative 
subtracting amplifier inputs and an adding amplifier output; a 
first impedance coupled between the adding amplifier output 
and the other of the positive and negative subtracting ampli­
fier inputs; and a second impedance coupled between the 30 

positive and negative subtracting amplifier inputs. 

8. An NFC communicator according to claim 1, wherein 
the variable impedance element is in series with the antenna 
to form a series tuned circuit. 

19. An NFC communicator, comprising: 
a data store operable to store data; 
an inductive coupler operable to couple inductively with 

the magnetic field of a radio frequency signal; 
a signal supplier operable to supply a radio frequency 

signal to the inductive coupler; 
a modulator operable to modulate a radio frequency signal 

in accordance with data; 
a demodulator operable to extract data from a modulated 

radio frequency signal inductively coupled to the cou­
pler; 

a controller operable to enable the NFC communicator 
both to initiate near field radio frequency communica­
tion with another near field RF communicator and to 
respond to near field radio frequency communication 
initiated by another near field RF communicator, 
wherein at least one of the signal supplier, the modulator, 
the demodulator and the inductive coupler comprises a 
variable impedance element and the controller is oper-
able to control the variable impedance. 

20. An NFC communicator according to claim 19, wherein 
the variable impedance element is a gain-controlled imped-

9. An NFC communicator according to claim 1, wherein 
the variable impedance element is in parallel with the antenna 
to form a parallel tuned circuit. 

35 ance element and the controller is operable to control the gain. 
21. An NFC communicator, comprising: 

10. An NFC communicator according to claim 1, wherein 
two variable impedance elements are provided with the 

40 
antenna between and in series with the two variable imped­
ance elements. 

11. An NFC communicator according to claim 1, wherein 
each variable impedance element is a variable capacitance 
element. 

12. An NFC communicator according to claim 1, wherein 
each variable impedance element is a variable inductance 
element. 

45 

13. An NFC communicator according to claim 1, wherein 
the NFC communicator is provided within: a housing attach- 50 

able to another device; a housing portion of another device; an 
access card; or a housing shaped or configured to look like a 
smart card. 

14. An electrical device comprising an NFC communicator 
according to claim 1. 

15. An electrical device according to claim 14, wherein the 
NFC communicator is integrated within or dispersed within 
the functionality of the electrical device. 

55 

data storing means for storing data; 
inductive coupling means for coupling inductively with the 

magnetic field of a radio frequency signal; 
signal generating means for supplying a radio frequency 

signal to the inductive coupling means; 
modulating means for modulating a radio frequency signal 

in accordance with data; 
demodulating means for extracting data from a modulated 

radio frequency signal inductively coupled to the cou­
pling means; and 

controlling means for enabling the NFC communicator 
both to initiate near field radio frequency communica­
tion with another near field RF communicator and to 
respond to near field radio frequency communication 
initiated by another near field RF communicator, 
wherein the inductive coupling means comprises 
antenna means and variable impedance means and the 
controlling means is operable to control the variable 
impedance means to control a magnetic field strength 
associated with a radio frequency signal supplied by the 
signal supplying means. 

* * * * * 
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