






































































































































































































































* Anention 

Copies of the documents cited in the international search report can be searched in the fo!!owing Korean
Intellectual Property Office English website for six months(expirc date: 2014.10.01 ) from the date of
mailing ()f the international search report.

http://www.kipo.go.kr:cni ''> PCT Scrvic<CS --:> PCT St,rviccs

ID : PCT intcrnationa.1 appli,,ati()n rrn;nbcr
PW: 283,J4PA7

Inquiries related to PCT International Search Reporl, or Written Opinion prepared by Kir'O as an International
Sean::hingAmhmity can be answered not only by KIPO but ,1lso through lPKC{lntdlectual Property Korea
Cc;iter), located in Vienna, VA. wltich functions as a PCT Help Desk for PCT appikants.

Homepage: http://www.ipkcenter.com 

Email: ipkc(f1)ipkecntcr.com 

Notes fo Form !'CT!!SA/220 (Ju!y 201. 0) 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH R[PORT 

(PCT Ariicle 18 ,ind Rules 43 and 44) 

PCT/US2014/014238 

FOR FURTHER
ACTION 

sec Femi., PCTilSA'220
139966.\)(}0.�2 as ,,vdl as� \Vhcre applfcahJc .. itcn-1 5 below.
lntcrnatiunai appiicat.ion N(i. 

PC'f/US20l 4/014238 

Appiicant 
HIRSCHFELD, DAVID ct al 

inlcrnahcina1 filing d;;.te (day/,nonrh)•'ear_; 
31 January 2014 (31.lH.2014) 

(Eariie:;t) Ptiorily Date (,k,1,/munth/vem:1 
31 January 20!3 (31.01.2013) 

·1-hig lnternati(,nai -search report ha� been prepared by thi:-i international Searching Authorit_y and i.s traasn1itted to the applicant accon1jng
1o Ar1jch: I 8. A. cc,py is being lransmitlcct to the lntermll.ion3\ Bureau.

This international search rqiort consists of a total of 3
c-1 11 ii; afso accompanied by a copy of each prinr arl dz>cument cited in this report.

I. Ba�i;; !,f the report
a. Wiih rq;ard to the language, the intcrnaliorml scar.:h was �arricd out on thc basis of: 

the international applicai,on in the languagc in which ii was filed
a 1.ranslat1un or the intt�rnational ::1pplication inrn _____________ . ,;vh!e-h is thZ' tanguagc f}fa 
transLnion furnished for the purposes of intcrnmien,1i ,earch (Rules I 2.3(a) and 23.1 (b)) 

b. [] T!1is in(erna1ional search report has been established taking into .iccount the n,cti:fication of an obvious mistake 
authorized by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Ruic 43.6his(,1)).

c. [:J With regard lo any m1de1>tide andio1· amino add sequence disclosed in th<! int,:rnalionai app!icati,m, see Box No. !.
2. D Certain claims were found m1searchable (See Bo'< N,,. ll)
3. [] Unity of inven!ion i, lacking (See Box No. !ll J 

4. With repm! to lhe title,
� tile' le,t is approved as submitted by lhe applicant
i---·! the text has be..:i; 1:stabfohe<l bv this A.uthori1y to read as foli,iws: 
1 ___ _.J 

•• 

5. \Vith r�.gard t.o th<! abstract,
�] the text is approved as submitted by the apf}licant. 
D the text fat8 been establit\!1ed, ,1c.cording: to Rule 3\l.2, by this AuthNity ,IS it app,.mrn in Box No. lV, The app!lcunt 

may, within one month from the date of111nilini1 of this lm.e.mationai sear di .r�pt!!1, submii c,,nirncnts to this Authnrity. 

6. With regai-d t1i the drawings, 
a. the figurt: cifth,) d1•awi11gs to be publish�\d with the absin1et is Figwc No.. 4 

IZ] a;; suggcstcd by thG applicant.
0 ns ,clect.cd by !hi:-, Authority, h¢cmm, lhe applkant. failed to suggest a figure.
[] as sckctcd hy lhis Auth!lrity, bceau$� this figure bctt�r characterizes the inventior1.

h. D ),one of the Jlgur�� is l() he published with the iibstrat·.1. 

'---------------------------------�·················-····---------------------' 

Form PCT/JSA/210(/irst sheet) .(July 2009) 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

A. CLASSIFICATION OF Slll3.IECT MATTER

G06F 15/i73{2006JH)i 

.-\c,:n:{i,ng to !m.;rnational Patent C!assificati0r1 (!PC) or rn hoth nationai das�ification and !PC 
B. FmLDS SEARCHEl)

Minimum documentation seard1cxl (classification system followed by dassi(kation symbols) 
G06F 15/!73; G06F 15/16; G06F 15/00; G06F 3/048.\ G06F 17/30: G06F l 7/27: G06F !.VOO: H04B 1/40 

...... --------------------------------------------------.......................... ..Docurnent�tion se;;rchcd othn than minimum drn:umentation to the extent that such documents are incluJ:.:d in the fields searched 
Korean u.ti!lty 111odds r:rHJ applications fr1r utility n1odds 
Japarwse utility models and appliGations for utility models 

LJcctronic data base con�ulted during the internatinna! search (nant� of data has.:.� and. ivhere practkahk\ St:':arch k�rms used) 
eKOJ'v1PASS(KlPO internal} & Keywords: SNS, sharing, content, annotation, 

C. OOCUME'.NTS CONSiDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category* Ciuiicin ,,fdocume.nt, with indkation, where appropriate, of the rekvant pass,;ges Rcievant to claim. No. 

Y LS 201:l--0;2d,t��t3 Al Ux\Vil) D. LEE et. rd.) Of No\�ember 101:2 
See ab,;i:ract, paragniphs [()02f)j-[0()3fi]. cL1im� L2 ,md figul'f':i J-·,J. 

Y JP 200:H99f50() :\ (MlTSlJ!Jl:-;m !J,ECT!dC CORP. <'l aJ .1 0:1 September 2000 
:�ee ilbsLract, paragraph:� lDC�:7j-f00�):ll. cL1im j_ ,Jnd ffinires 21,S. 

A KE W-2011-0i :Jh:,()k A ( LG ELECrnO'.H CS l NC. ) 21 Dec<"mber 2011 1-21

Sc·c abstract. par;:1grapbs !0122.J-[013£1J. claim 1 and figures �.,.9.

KR l0··20!0-- 1.JO,Tti!l ,\ (ELECn:O:\!CS :\Nll TELFU::M�!UNTCATI(NS RESEARCH TNST!TUTEJ 
2�) Jun(-� ��OH) 

�)Ct: ab�tract. paragraphs roo15·1-roo2�11. cL1La: J and figure:) 1.-3. 

LJ Further document, art' listed in the continuation of Box C. 
'-;pt\cial <.�atcgorie:-: of .cited ducumeni.-.: 

"Ac' document defining tht: g�ner.aJ stat� of the ar1 \.Vhidi i� rn.:t Ct'}rn::iderci1 
to he ofp,.1nicubr r�icvancc 11E:' �arlier ;.ippHca.tlon 1_1r pt.itcnt but published on o-r after th-2 international 
iilin�d;ii;: 

11 L'1 <locum�nt \Vhich may throv\:· doubts on priority c1ai;��\s} or \Vhich !s 
cited to establish the publica1i,,n dal<:; ,,c a11\,1bcr citation m ,:ithcr 
sp<i.cial reason (a:< �pedfad) 

''0" dQc11mcn1 rcforri»t; i\, ,in ,,ral cli�tiosurc, 11se, e,hibifion or oth,:1· 
means 

11P11 d1)�umc1H puhlisht,;.�d prior to the intcrnatiorml ·flHng dil!-t� but lat.i�r 
!h.111 t.he r,rioti!y date dairncd

Date of the actual comple.tion of the international search 
26 March 20!4 {26:03.2014) 

Form PCT/lSAi2 IO (se.;ond she.;!) (July 2009) 

� Sec p'1lc:nt family annex. 

'' r 1
' later dncumcr.t published uftt'f the intt:-rnational fifing ,:.\tJi� or priodty 

ifak and not in cDn.:1ict with the applicat1cn1. but t.it:::d 10 urnkrstan<l 
the principle or theory uw.krlying th::! inv-.:·ntion 

:•xH doe:.mwni .;,,.f particular re:lev,trH.:e� the daim<:d invention cannot bi.:: 
ct)n�i1.kre.d nnv .. :>i or tann,.it be c.onsiderc<l to hlvnlve an inventive 
,,tcp V\:hC'n the <lot.::wn�rn j;-, taken alone 

1'Y 11 d<..)ftut-1·�ni of pm:tfo11lar rdev�n-cc•.; the: (.':'ir.!im<;d inw.1n1.ion cam1or. ht"! 
·c,mside:red to 'involve an inventive step wheH the- docurrnwt 'ls 
con1bincd with one or more ,,,.I.her sndi dornme.nts.,udi comhina1.im1 
being ohv'ious u, a per,011 skiff�(] in the art 

"'& 11 docutnt!nt memhcrnffl1c r,ami;.: pah;:nt family 

Date ofmai!ing ()ftile intcrnation,11 search rqmrr 
31.Miuch 2014 (31.03.2014)

Auth,)ri;:e.d ot1kcr 

Park, Sung Cheo! 

Tele.pho11t'! Np. ·'·82-42,,481-5696 

I 
I 
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INTERNATIONAL SF.ARCH REPORT 
lnformati0n on p,1tcm family members 

Patent docmncnt 
cih:d in search rq,ort 

JP 2(l{JCJ--Hi!b00 ;\ 

Kl? 10--?O 11-0 UG:308 ,\ 

KR 10--JO 10-0071:1:'iD A 

Pi;hlication 
date 

08./ li /2012 

o:;;u:1nocn 

'.21/l.Z/20Ll 

2�1 I 06/ 201.0 

PCT/lJS2014/0 i 4238 

Pat�nt fi.1rnily 
mcmber(,i 

WO �0-1��--1fd��lK 1\�2 

WO 201.:�-15t�lS A.3 

KR hH l'.l7Gi'.:l Bl 

Publication 

O?l/11/201'.2 

10/0l/20U 

w/04/:zo 12 

1'.l/10/201 J. 

---·-·-····························----------------------�----------------�· 

Form PCT/lSA/21 () (palt:nt family annex) (July 2009) 
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.PCT/US2014/014238 

PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 
Fi'<)ni the 
IN:f11RNATIONAL SEARCIIING AUTHORITY 
• Tt>:

REGtl.,.MAN. D1\LE F. 

QUARLES & BRADY LLP OM: S()UTH CHURtH 
AVENUE SUlTE l70(/T UCSON AZ 85701-1621 USA WRITTEN OPINION OF nm

fNTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTH()RJTY 
(PCT Rule 43bis.1) 

Date iit' mailtng 
iduJv»itinfh/yew;i 31 March 2014 (31.{)3;2014)

A pplicant':s• or agent's file referem.;e FOR FURTHER-ACTION 

139%6.000:32 Sec paragraph 2 bdow 

<,o6r 1s1173(W06. o 1 Ji 

Aj)J)!icant 
HIRSCHFELD, DA vm ct al 

L This op1nfon contains indicatitlllS relating fo ihe fol!ow'ing ikms: 
r_gJ Hoc<N(l. 
[] Box Ne,. H
□ BoxN,,. lll

Basi,: of" the ,"ipfoion 
Priority 
N(ln-establishn1en1 Qfopinion v,-·ith regard w novelty, inventive step and industrial a11plkablli1y 

D Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 
!;8]. BoxNc•. V Rca�nned statement under Ruic 43bis. !(a)(i) with regard to .novelty, imcntive step and industrial npplicabi lity; 

.:i1.ations ahd-explamil.ltiiis supporting such statemeni 
□ Box No. VI Certain dc\cumeiiN cited
r-1 ffo;t( No. Vil Certain defoets fo.the internati,ma! application

D Box No. vm Certain ob,forvatfons .-in the internalinnal applicador1

'.2. FURTHER ACTION 
!fa dctnand for international prcliminaiy cxw11.inatiE1n is made, this 0piniot1 will be col1sidt-red lo be: a wrin�11 opi11lon of the
Jntcrnation11I Preliminary Examining Authority ("lPFA ")except.that thi"s does nm ai)i)ly where the applicant chooses an Authority
other than this one lil be the !PEA .and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rulc66.lhi�(b) thatwfitten
()pinions ofthis Intenrntiunal Searching Authority will nm be so e,msiilere(l.

Ifthis (ipfoion is, as provided ahove, considered 10 be a written npinion of the IJ>EA, the applicant is invited to submit to the 
!PEA a w1'ittcm reply tog..:ther; where appmpriaie, with aruend01.cnts, bdore the expfratioo of3 m(l!lihs fri)m the date ofmaiHog 
of Form PCT!ISA/22ti tlt before the expiration of 22 Ji1.(111Jhi; thltri t�e priority date, whic::hever ¢:Xpircs later. 

••• 

For liirth�r opik)ns, sec F\.11111 PCf/lSA/220. 

Dii4! of completion of this opinion 

2€; Ml\rch 2014(2603.2014) 
Patk, $1mg Cheol 

T elepnone No. +82,42-481-5696 

·\,,&<

\11� 
h1rn1 PCTilSA/237 (Cc)ver sheet) (July 201 l} 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE
INTER.NA TiONA L SEARCHING AUTHORITY

I Box Nn. i Basis of this opinion

l. With regard to the l:mg11ugc. this opini,m ha:, tJc.cn e;,tahiishcd on th;; hasis ,,f:

� thi:- international application in the language in -\vhich it \\·as filed

rntemational applic:uion NtJ.
PCT/US20l4/014238 

[] a translation of the intematiornil application into ________________ which is the ianguc:ge of a
tran�lation furnished Ji:1r the purposes of international search (Rules l 2.3(a) and 23. l (b))

2. CJ This opinion has been established taking into a,·count the rectification of an obvious mistake authorized by or notified
tot.his Aulliority unclt'r Rule 91 ( Rule 43hi.dh))

3. \Vith r�gard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, this ,lpinin11 bas htcn
established on the: basis of a sequence lis;ing filed or furnished:

a. ( mc:rn�)
n onnaper'--' . 
LJ 

fn ciectronic fora,

h. (tin�c)
[] in the international applicntion a, fib!.
i-l tt,gcihcr with the intcrnatinnal application in t'iedronic t,mn.
[] ,;ufJ,;cqm:ntly to this Authority fi.w the puq.10,cs ,,r search.

4. [J In ad,ihion. in the case that more than onc version or copy of a sequenc,;, listing has been fibl or fornishelL the required
statements that the information in the subsequent or c\dditioanl copies is identical to that in the application a, li!cd or docs
not go heyond the aprlh.:ati(in as filed, as appropriate, ,verc tllrni�hcd.

5. i\dditirn1;,I comments: 

Form PCT/ISA/2J'I (Rox No. l)( July 20 I l)
121



WRITTEN OPINlON OF THE 

INU�RNATlONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

International application Ne•. 

PCT/US2014/014238 

RoJ< No. V R�asoned statement under Rule-Bbis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive stl.:§l oi- in1h1strial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting s11ch stateme11, 

j. Staterncnt 

Novelty (N) Ciain1s 1-21 YES 
----------------------

Claims NONE NO 
-----------------------

lnvcn1ivc step (lS) Cb!ms _N_(_JN_'_E ___________________ YES 

Claims _l_--_'11 ____________________ NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Clain;:: 1-2! 

Claims NONE 

Reference is made to the fol !owing clocUml�nts: 

D1: US 2012-0284343 Ai (DAVID D. LEE et ai.) 08 November 2012 

02 : JP 2009--199500 A ( M lTSUB i SH l EL.EC TR IC CORP . et a i . ) 03 St'�P t ember 2009 

03: KR i0-�2011 ··0 I 36308 A ( LG ELEC
T

RON I CS I NC. ) 21 December 2011 

YES 

NO 

04: KR 10··2010··0071359 A (ELECTRONICS AND lH.ECOMMUNICATIONS RESEARCH lNST!TUTE) 

29 June 2010 

A. Novelty and inventive Step

�- Claims 1-7 

1.1 Independent Claim 1 

D1. which is considered to represent the most reievant state of the art. discloses 

a method for sharing video between members of a social network service comprising: 

receiving commeni.s about a video: organizing the comments into a discussion thread

for the video(See para�Jraphs [0026]···[0036}, figures i-4). 01 differs from claim 1 

in receivin�J a Playable Media Fi le. However. it is wel ! known in 02 that a content 

acouisitlon request signal(See paragraphs [002n-[D034l, figures 4,5). Accordingly. 

claim 1 would have been obvious over 01 in view of D2. Therefore, claim ! is novel 

undei PCT Article 33(2) but lacl<s an inventive step under PCT Article 33(3). 

1.2 Dependent Claims �'-7 

Claims 2-7 are dependent on c!alm 1. 

Continued on Supplemental Box 

Form PCT/!SA/�37 {Box \�o. V) (July 20 l l) 
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\\'RITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL Sl<:ARCHlNG AUTHORITY 

In case tac s11acc in any of tlw jll'eccding boxes is not sufficient. 
Continua!i(>n of: Box No. V 

International application Nn. 

PCT/US2014/014238 

The additionai i'eatme of claim 2 is identical to receiving comments about a video 

in D1. 

The addi t ionai features of claims 3-5 are identical to sharing the discussion 

thread with member·s of the social network service. storing the discussion thread 

for subsequent SE,arching by members of Hie social network service in DL 

The additionai features of claims 6-7 are identical to receiving add ii ional 

comments tr-om members viewing the video in D1. 

Therefore. claims 2··7 are novel under PCT Art ic!e 33(2) but lack an inventive step 

under PCT Article 33(3). 

2. Claims 8··-14

The features of claims 8-14 are substant laity the same as those of claims F7. 

Accordlngiy, the same reasoning in claims 1-7 applies to ciaims 8-14. Therefore. 

c!aims 8-14 are novel under PCT Articie 33(2) but iack an inventive step under PCT 

A rt i c i e 33 ( 3) . 

3 . C 1 a i ms 15···21 

The r eat u res of c ! a i ms i 5-21 are subs tan t i a I i y the same as those of c i a i ms 1--7. 

/\ccorciinQ!y, the same reasoning in claims 1··7 appi ies to cfaims 15··21. Therefore. 

claims 15··21 are novel under PCT Article 33(2) but lack an inventive step unijer PCT 

Art k I e 33( 3). 

8. Industrial Appl icabi I ity

Claims 1-·21 have industrial applicability and meet the requirement of PCT Article 

G3(4) 

....__ ___ ............ ------------------------·············· .. ··"··-------' 

Form PCTIJSA/237 (Supple.mental Box) (.lu!y 201 l) 
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foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76. 

Permission to Access - A proper Authorization to Permit Access to Application by Participating Offices 

(PTO/SB/39 or its equivalent) has been received by the USPTO. 

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 02/19/2014 

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention, 

is US 14/170,149 
Projected Publication Date: 07/31/2014 
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Non-Publication Request: No 

Early Publication Request: No 
** SMALL ENTITY ** 
Title 

Social Networking With Video Annotation 

Preliminary Class 

709 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No 

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no 

effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent 
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international 
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same 
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing 
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international 
patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent 
protection is desired. 

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an 
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ 
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific 
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely. 

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the US PTO must 
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application 
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and 
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing. 

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the 
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign 

patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it 
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html. 

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish 
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative, 

this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific 
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may 
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HAL T (1-866-999-4258). 
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GRANTED 

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 

the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 

date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under 
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless 
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This 

license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter 
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national 
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with 
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of 
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and 
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of 
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 

LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12, 
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed 

from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35 
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 

Select USA 

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for 

business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources 

and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to 
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor 
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states, 

and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment 
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop 

technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call 

+ 1-202-482-6800.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number 

Substitute for Form PTO-875 14/170,149 

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART I OTHER THAN 

(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY 

FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($) 

BASIC FEE N/A N/A N/A 70 N/A (37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c)) 

SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A 300 N/A (37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m)) 

EXAMINATION FEE N/A N/A N/A 360 N/A (37 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (q)) 

TOTAL CLAIMS 21 minus 20= 
1(37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

X 40 = 40 OR 

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 3 minus 3 = X 210 = 0.00 (37 CFR 1.16(h)) 

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 
APPLICATION SIZE sheets of paper, the application size fee due is 
FEE $31 0 ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00 
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 

41 (a)(1 )(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s). 

MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00 

* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL 770 TOTAL 

APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART II 

OTHER THAN 

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY 

CLAIMS HIGHEST 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT RATE($) ADDITIONAL RATE($) ADDITIONAL 

<( AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($) 
I- AMENDMENT PAID FOR 
z 
w Total Minus 

.. = 
OR � (37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

X = X = 

0 
Independent ... = 

z Minus 
X = OR X = 

w (37CFR 1.16(h)) 

� Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) 
<( 

FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR 

TOTAL OR TOTAL 
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) 

CLAIMS HIGHEST 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT RATE($) ADDITIONAL RATE($) ADDITIONAL 

AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($) 
I- AMENDMENT PAID FOR 
z 
w Total Minus 

.. = 
X = OR 

� (37 CFR 1.16(i)) 
X = 

0 Independent Minus 
... = 

z X = OR X = 
w (37CFR 1.16(h)) 

� Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) 
<( 

OR 
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 

TOTAL 
OR 

TOTAL 
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3. 
** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20". 

*** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3", 
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1. 
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PTO/AIN14 (12-13) 

Approved for use through 01/3112014. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 139966.00031 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Social Networking With Video Annotation 

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the 
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1. 76. 
This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the 
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application. 

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2 

D 
Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to 
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.) 

Inventor Information: 

Inventor 1 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

David Hirschfeld 
Residence Information (Select One) @ US Residency 0 Non US Residency 0 Active US Military Service 

City Scottsdale I State/Province I AZ. I Country of Residence i I us

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 7874 E. Cannon Dr 

Address 2 

City I Scottsdale I State/Province I AZ 

Postal Code I 85258 I Country i I us

Inventor 2 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Barry Fernando 
Residence Information (Select One) @ US Residency 0 Non US Residency 0 Active US Military Service 

City Phoenix I State/Province I AZ. I Country of Residence i I US 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 2777 E. Camelback Road 

Address 2 #140 

City I Phoenix I State/Province I AZ 

Postal Code 1 85016 I Country i 1 us

Inventor 3 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Mark C. Phelps 
Residence Information (Select One) @ US Residency 0 Non US Residency Q Active US Military Service 
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PTO/AIN14 (12-13) 

Approved for use through 01/3112014. 0MB 0651-0032 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 139966.00031 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Social Networking With Video Annotation 

City I Tucson I State/Province I AZ I Country of Residence i I US

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 2777 E. Camelback Road 

Address 2 #140 

City I Phoenix I State/Province I AZ 

Postal Code 1 85016 I Country i 1 us

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be 
I Add I generated within this form by selecting the Add button. 

Correspondence Information: 

Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below. 

For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a). 

D An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application. 

Customer Number 34282 

Email Address pat-dept@quarles.com I I Add Email I !Remove Emaill

Application Information: 

Title of the Invention Social Networking With Video Annotation 

Attorney Docket Number 139966.00031 I Small Entity Status Claimed [81 

Application Type Nonprovisional 

Subject Matter Utility 

Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) I 4 I Suggested Figure for Publication (if any) I 4

Filing By Reference : 

Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S.C. 111 (c) and 37 CFR 1.57(a). Do not complete this section if 
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be 
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., "Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information" and "Foreign Priority Information"). 

For the purposes of a filing date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this 
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a). 

Application number of the previously Filing date (YYYY-MM-DD) 
filed application 

Pub I ication Information: 

D Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219) 

Intellectual Property Authority or Country r

Request Not to Publish. I hereby request that the attached application not be published under 

□ 35 U.S.C. 122(b} and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires
publication at eighteen months after filing.
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PTO/AIN14 (12-13) 

Approved for use through 01/3112014. 0MB 0651-0032 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 139966.00031 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Appli cat ion Number 

T itle of Invention Social Networking With Video Annotation 

Representative Information: 

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing 
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32). 
Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer 
Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing. 

Please Select One: @ Customer Number I O US Patent Practitioner 10 Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9)

Customer Number 34282 

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information: 
Th is section allows for the applicant to e ither claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, or 365(c) or ind icate National Stage 

entryfrorn a PCT application. Provid i ng this i nformat ion in the application data sheet const itutes the spec ific reference required 

by 35 U .S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78. 

When referring to the current application, please leave the appl ication number blank. 

Prior Appl icat ion Status I Remove I 
Appl ication Number Cont inu ity Type Pr ior Appl icat ion Number F i l ing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 

Claims benefit of provisional 61759219 2013-01-31 

Addit ional Domest ic Benefit/Nat ional Stage Data may be generated w ith in th is form 
I I Add 

by select ing the Add button. 

Foreign Priority Information: 

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet 

constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55(d). When priority is claimed to a foreign application 

that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (POX) ithe information will be used by the Office to

automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(h)(1) and (2). Under the POX program, applicant bears the ultimate 

responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual 

property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55{g){ 1 ). 

I Remove I 

Appl ication Number Country i F il i ng Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codei (if appli cable)

Addit ional Fore ign Pr ior ity Data may be generated with in this form by select ing the 
I IAdd button. 

Add 
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PTO/AIN14 (12-13) 

Approved for use through 01/3112014. 0MB 0651-0032 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 139966.00031 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Social Networking With Video Annotation 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1. 78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition 

Applications 

This application (1} claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also 

contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March 

□ 16, 2013.

NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March

16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA.

Authorization to Permit Access: 

18] Authorization to Permit Access to the Instant Application by the Participating Offices

If checked, the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office {EPO), 
the Japan Patent Office (JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO), 
and any other intellectual property offices in which a foreign application claiming priority to the instant patent application 
is filed access to the instant patent application. See 37 CFR 1.14{c) and (h). This box should not be checked if the applicant 
does not wish the EPO, JPO, KIPO, WIPO, or other intellectual property office in which a foreign application claiming priority 
to the instant patent application is filed to have access to the instant patent application. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(h)(3), access will be provided to a copy of the instant patent application with respect 
to: 1) the instant patent application-as-filed; 2) any foreign application to which the instant patent application 
claims priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d) if a copy of the foreign application that satisfies the certified copy requirement of 
37 CFR 1.55 has been filed in the instant patent application; and 3) any U.S. application-as-filed from which benefit is 
sought in the instant patent application. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c), access may be provided to information concerning the date of filing this Authorization. 

Applicant Information: 

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 ofTitle 37 of CFR 
to have an assignment recorded by the Office. 
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PTO/AIN14 (12-13) 

Approved for use through 01/3112014. 0MB 0651-0032 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 139966.00031 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Social Networking With Video Annotation 

Applicant 1 I Remove I 
If the applicant is the inventor {or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed. 
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR 
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person 
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an 
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient 
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be 
identified in this section. 

I I Clear 

0 Assignee l o  Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 lo Joint Inventor

0 Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. 10 Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is: 

I 

Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor : I 
If the Applicant is an Organization check here. □ 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Mailing Address Information: 

Address 1 

Address 2 

City State/Province 

Country ii Postal Code 

Phone Number Fax Number 

Email Address 

Additiona l Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. I Add I 

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information: 

Providing assignment information in this section does not subsitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR to 
have an assignment recorded by the Office. 

Assignee 1 

Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent 
application publication . An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information" section will appear on the patent application 
publication as an applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the 
patent application publication. 

I Remove I 
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Approved for use through 01/3112014. 0MB 0651-0032 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required lo respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 139966.00031 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention Social Networking With Video Annotation 

If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here. □ 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee: 

Address 1 

Address 2 

City I State/Province 

Country i I Postal Code 

Phone Number Fax Number 

Email Address 

Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by 
I I selecting the Add button. 

Add 

Signature: Remove 

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and 

certifications 

Signature /Dale F. Regelman/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2014-01-31 

First Name Dale F. I Last Name I Regleman Registration Number 45625 

Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. I Add I 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which 
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This 
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data 
sheet form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to 
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the attached form related to 

a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection 

of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is 
used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not 

furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may 

result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552)

and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine

whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disdosure of these records. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or

administrative tribunal, induding disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an 

individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of
the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in 

order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as 

amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records may be disclosed, 

as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security
review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee,

during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records

management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disdosure shall be made in accordance with the
GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such

disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuan1 

to 35 u.s.c. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 u.s.c. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37
CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were

terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued

patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enforcement agency, if the 
USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. 
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[0001] 

[0002] 

[0003] 

[0004] 

SOCIAL NETWORKING WITH VIDEO ANNOTATION 

Cross-Reference To Related Applications 

This Application claims priority from a United States Provisional Patent Application 

filed on January 31, 2013 and having a Serial No. 61/759,219, the entire content of 

which is incorporated herein by reference. 

Field Of The Invention 

Embodiments generally relate to assemblies, methods, devices, and systems for 

managing information, and more particularly, to assemblies, methods, devices, and 

systems for sharing and annotating video data between members of a social network. 

Summary Of The Invention 

In certain embodiments, a method for annotating Playable Media Files in a social 

network having a plurality of members is presented. By "Playable Media File," 

Applicants mean, without limitation: an audio file, a video file, an audiovisual file, 

slide show, AVI file, MP3 file, MP4 file, WMA file, WA V file, Flash, MPEG file. 

The method includes receiving the Playable Media File from a first member, 

receiving an annotation from another member, and embedding the annotation in the 

Playable Media File. In certain embodiments a specific location within the Playable 

Media File is specified along with the annotation and the annotation is embedded in 

the Playable Media File at that location. In certain embodiments the method further 

includes initiating a discussion thread within the Playable Media File at a specified 

location, where at least two members of the network can participate in the discussion. 

In another embodiment, an article of manufacture is presented. The article of 

manufacture comprises a non-transitory computer readable medium having computer 
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[0007] 

[0008] 

[0009] 

readable program code encoded therein to annotate Playable Media Files in a social 

network having a plurality of members. The computer readable program code has a 

series of computer readable program steps to effect receiving a Playable Media File 

from one member, receiving an annotation from another member, and embedding the 

annotation in the Playable Media File. 

In yet other embodiments, a computer program product that is encoded in a non­

transitory computer readable medium and usable with a programmable computer 

processor to annotate Playable Media Files in a social network having a plurality of 

members is presented. The computer program product includes computer readable 

program code that causes the programmable computer processor to receive a Playable 

Media File from one of the members, receive an annotation from another member, 

and embed the annotation in the Playable Media File. 

Brief Description Of The Drawings 

The invention will be better understood from a reading of the following detailed 

description taken in conjunction with the drawings in which like reference 

designators are used to designate like elements, and in which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a system for annotating video within a 

social network; 

FIG. 2 illustrates another exemplary embodiment of a system for annotating video 

within a social network; 

FIG. 3 is a table of information fields stored in association with each Playable Media 

File; and 
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[00012] 

[00013] 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of the method and/or process related to annotating Playable 

Media File within a social network. 

Detailed Description Of Preferred Embodiments 

The invention is described in preferred embodiments in the following description 

with reference to the FIGs., in which like numbers represent the same or similar 

elements. Reference throughout this specification to "one embodiment," "an 

embodiment," or similar language means that a particular feature, structure, or 

characteristic described in connection with the embodiment is included in at least one 

embodiment of the present invention. Thus, appearances of the phrases "in one 

embodiment," "in an embodiment," "in certain embodiments," and similar language 

throughout this specification may, but do not necessarily, all refer to the same 

embodiment. lt is noted that, as used in this description, the singular forms "a," "an" 

and "the" include plural referents unless the context clearly dictates otherwise. 

The described features, structures, or characteristics of the invention(s) may be 

combined in any suitable manner in one or more embodiments. ln the following 

description, numerous specific details are recited to provide a thorough understanding 

of embodiments of the invention(s). One skilled in the relevant art will recognize, 

however, that the invention(s) may be practiced without one or more of the specific 

details, or with other methods, components, materials, and so forth. ln other 

instances, well-known structures, materials, or operations are not shown or described 

in detail to avoid obscuring aspects of the invention. 

Applicants' system and method includes a social network wherein a video can be 

created using any available video format, and that video can be shared between a 
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plurality of social network members. Moreover in certain embodiments, Applicants' 

system and method can be used by multiple members of a social network to add 

embedded annotations to a Playable Media File and to initiate discussion threads 

within the same. 

Referring to FIG. 1, a portion of Applicants' social network 100 is illustrated. In 

certain embodiments, Applicants' social network 100 is an open social network. In 

certain embodiments, Applicants' social network 100 is a closed social network. 

In the illustrated embodiment of FIG. 1, social network 100 comprises a social 

network server 130 that is communicatively connected to a computing device 110 

through a first communication fabric 120 and a computing device 150 through a 

second communication fabric 140. In certain embodiments, the social network server 

130 is owned and/or operated by a social networking service provider while 

computing devices 110 and 150 are owned and/or operated by users or members of 

the social network 100, where a member is a user that has a profile containing 

information about the member stored in information 13 7 of the social network server 

130. In some embodiments, the computing device 110 is owned and operated by a

first member and the computing device 150 is owned and operated by a second 

member. 

For the sake of clarity, FIG. 1 shows a first computing device 110, social network 

server 130, and a second computing device 150. FIG. 1 should not be taken as 

limiting. Rather, in other embodiments any number of entities and corresponding 

devices can be part of the social network 100, and further, although FIG. 1 shows two 
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communication fabrics 120 and 140, in other embodiments less or more than two 

communication fabrics is provided in the social network 100. For example, in certain 

embodiments, the communication fabric 120 and the communication fabric 140 are 

the same communication fabric. 

In certain embodiments, the computing devices 110 and 15 0 and host 13 0 are each an 

article of manufacture. Examples of the article of manufacture include: a server, a 

mainframe computer, a mobile telephone, a smart telephone, a personal digital 

assistant, a personal computer, a laptop, a set-top box, an MP3 player, an email 

enabled device, a tablet computer, a web enabled device, or other special purpose 

computer each having one or more processors ( e.g., a Central Processing Unit, a 

Graphical Processing Unit, or a microprocessor) that are configured to execute 

Applicants' API to receive information fields, transmit information fields, store 

information fields, or perform methods. 

By way of illustration and not limitation, FIG. 1 illustrates the computing device 110, 

the social network server 130, and the computing device 150 as each including a 

processor 112, 132, and 152, respectively, a non-transitory computer readable 

medium 113, 133, and 153, respectively, having a series of instrnctions, an 

input/output means 111, 131, and 151, respectively, such as a keyboard, a mouse, a 

stylus, touch screen, a camera, a scanner, or a printer. Computer readable program 

code 114, 134, and 154 is encoded in non-transitory computer readable media 113, 

133, and 153, respectively. Processors 112, 132, and 152 utilize computer readable 

program code 114, 134, and 154, respectively, to operate computing devices 110, 

130, and 150, respectively. In certain embodiments, the computing device 110, 130, 
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and 150 employ hardware and/or software that supports accelerometers, gyroscopes, 

magnetometers (e.g., solid state compasses) and the like. 

Processors 112 and 152 access Application Program Interfaces (APis) 116 and 156, 

respectively, encoded in computer readable media 113 and 153, respectively, to 

communicate with host 130 and access Applicants' algorithm 136 encoded in 

computer readable medium 133 to implement Applicants' social network and method 

described herein. Algorithm 136 comprises Applicants' source code to operate a 

public or private social network, and when implemented by computing device 110 

causes a graphic user interface ("GUI") to be displayed on display screen 115, 

wherein that GUI comprises and displays a plurality of graphical interactable objects. 

A member using computing device 110 (or computing device 150) can utilize that 

GU] to access a logical volume, such as for example and without limitation logical 

volume 180 (FIG. 2), wherein infomrntion specific to that user are encoded in logical 

volume 180. The member and/or user can further utilize the GUI to access 

Applicants' social network as described herein. 

Processor 132 accesses the computer readable program code 134, encoded on the 

non-transitory computer readable medium 133, and executes an instruction 136 to 

electronically communicate with the computing device 110 via the communication 

fabric 120 or electronically communicate with the computing device 150 via the 

communication fabric 140. Encoded information 13 7 is maintained of the data 

communicated or information fields communicated, e.g., date and time of 

transmission, frequency of transmission and the like, with any or all of the computing 
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device 110 and the computing device 150. In certain embodiments, information 137 

is analyzed and/or mined. In ce1iain embodiments, infonnation 137 is encoded in a 

plurality of individual logical volumes specific to each member / user. 

ln certain embodiments, computing devices 110 and 150 further comprise one or 

more display screens 115 and 155, respectively. In certain embodiments, display 

screens 115 and 155 comprise an LED display device. 

ln certain embodiments, the information fields received from the computing device 

110 at the social network server 130 are exchanged with other computing devices not 

shown in FIG. 1. For example, infonnation fields received from a social network in 

which the member has an Internet presence is sent to the social network server 130 

and stored at the information 13 7 in association with a profile of the member. 

Alternatively, or in combination, the information fields transmitted from the 

computing device 110 to the social network server 130 is sent to an account of the 

member within the social network. 

ln certain embodiments, information 137 is encoded in one or more hard disk drives, 

tape cartridge libraries, optical disks, combinations thereof, and/or any suitable data 

storage medium, storing one or more databases, or the components thereof, in a single 

location or in multiple locations, or as an array such as a Direct Access Storage 

Device (DASD), redundant array of independent disks (RAID), virtualization device, 

etc. ln certain embodiments, information 137 is strnctured by a database model, such 

as a relational model, a hierarchical model, a network model, an entity-relationship 

model, an object-oriented model, or a combination thereof. For example, in ce1iain 
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embodiments, the information 137 is structured in a relational model that stores a 

plurality of Identities for each of a plurality of members as attributes in a matrix. 

In certain embodiments, the computing devices 110, 130, and 150 include wired 

and/or wireless communication devices which employ various communication 

protocols including near field (e.g., "Blue Tooth") and/or far field communication 

capabilities ( e.g., satellite communication or communication to cell sites of a cellular 

network) that support any number of services such as: telephony, Short Message 

Service (SMS) for text messaging, Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS) for 

transfer of photographs and videos, electronic mail ( email) access, or Global 

Positioning System (GPS) service, for example. 

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the communication fabrics 120 and 140 each comprise one or 

more switches 121 and 141, respectively. In certain embodiments, communication 

fabrics 120 and 140 are the same. In certain embodiments, at least one of the 

communication fabrics 120 and 140 comprises the Internet, an intranet, an extranet, a 

storage area network (SAN), a wide area network (WAN), a local area network 

(LAN), a virtual private network, a satellite communications network, an interactive 

television network, or any combination of the foregoing. In certain embodiments, at 

least one of the communication fabrics 120 and 140 contains either or both wired or 

wireless connections for the transmission of signals including electrical connections, 

magnetic connections, or a combination thereof. Examples of these types of 

connections include: radio frequency connections, optical connections, telephone 

links, a Digital Subscriber Line, or a cable link. Moreover, communication fabrics 
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120 and 140 utilize any of a variety of communication protocols, such as 

Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP), for example. 

Referring to FIG. 2, the computing devices 110, 130 and 150 are each 

communicatively connected to the communication fabric 120, such as a WAN or 

Internet. The social network server 130 is a computing device that is owned and/or 

operated by a social networking service provider and computing devices 110 and 150 

are computing devices that are owned and/or operated by a user or member of the 

system. In certain embodiments, the social network server 130 provides access to the 

computing devices 110 and 150 to execute Applicants' source code 136 via a 

Software as a Service (SaaS) means. 

In certain embodiments information fields are received from one or more computing 

devices 110, 130 and/or 150 and stored on the "Cloud" such as data storage library 

160 and/or 170. Referring to FIG. 2, each of the data storage libraries 160 and 170 

have corresponding physical storage devices, such as and without limitation physical 

data storage devices 163 - 169 for data storage library 160 and 173 - 179 for data 

storage library 170. 

In certain embodiments, data storage library 160 and data storage library 170 are 

configured in a Peer To Peer Remote Copy ("PPRC") storage system, wherein the 

infonnation fields in data storage library 160 is automatically backed up in data 

storage library 170. In certain embodiments, Applicants' PPRC storage system 

utilizes synchronous copying. In certain embodiments, Applicants' PPRC storage 

system utilizes asynchronous copying. 
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ln the illustrated embodiment of FIG. 2, physical storage device 163 is configured to 

comprise logical volume 180. In certain embodiments, each physical storage device 

in data storage library 160 is configured to comprise a plurality of logical volumes. 

Similarly, each physical storage device in data storage library 170 is configured to 

comprise a corresponding plurality of logical volumes. In certain embodiments, each 

member of the social network is assigned a unique logical volume. In such 

embodiments a pennission file 157 may be encoded in computer readable medium 

133 or in data storage libraries 160 and 170 that associates each logical volume with a 

social network member and further associates each logical volume with access 

permissions for certain designated other social network users. Each social network 

user configures his/her own logical volume permissions. In certain embodiments, if a 

first user desires to remove access permissions from a second user, that first member 

simply accesses his/her permissions file and deletes the second user. Thereafter, the 

second user cannot retrieve data stored on the logical volume associated with the first 

user. 

Referring to FIGs. I, 2, and 3, Applicants' algorithm 136, and its functions, can be 

accessed by users of Applicants' social network 100 to create, share, edit, and/or 

annotate a Playable Media File. One member, using a computing device such as 

computing device 110 or 150, to access social network server 130, uploads a Playable 

Media File to social network 100, storing the same on data storage library 160 or 170. 

In certain embodiments the Playable Media File is stored on the unique logical 

volume assigned to the member. Once uploaded, the member can grant access to the 
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Playable Media File to one or more other members by storing the access permissions 

in permission file 157. In ce1iain embodiments the access includes levels such as, and 

without limitation, view only, view/edit, view/edit/share, and the like. In certain 

embodiments the access includes conditions or restrictions such as expirations dates, 

limitations on the number of times the file can be viewed, and the like. 

Referring specifically to FIG. 3, upon uploading the Playable Media File to social 

network 100, a data profile 300 is created for the Playable Media File and is stored on 

data storage library 160 or 170. Data profile 300 includes various infomrntion fields, 

including the Global Unique Identifier (GUID) 302 associated with the creating 

member, a description 304 of the Playable Media File (e.g., a title), and permissions 

306 held by various members to access, edit, and/or share the Playable Media File. 

Data profile 300 may further include subsequently added annotations 312 and 

discussion threads 328. 

Applicants' algorithm 136 provides the ability for each user having access to the 

Playable Media File stored on data storage library 160 or 170 ( or those having the 

correct permissions) to edit the Playable Media File by adding annotations at various 

locations within the file. Such annotations may be any known format and may 

include text, video, audio, pictures, or a combination thereof: and may be embedded 

directly into the Playable Media File or may be stored as a separate file. When 

subsequent viewers execute the Playable Media File the annotation will be visible at 

the specific time segment. In certain such embodiments, the annotation is shown in 

the same window as the Playable Media File and may be visible over the Playable 

Media File. In other embodiments, the annotation is shown in a separate window. In 
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yet other embodiments Applicants' algorithm 136 generates a time line which 

displays the Playable Media File's time scale and tracks the annotations. 

In certain embodiments, the member creating the annotation can set pennissions for 

the annotation, restricting who can view or edit the annotation. In such embodiments, 

the permissions are stored in permission file 157. 

For those Playable Media Files having annotations, data profile 300 further contains 

information fields concerning each annotation 312( a)-( n), including one or more of 

the type 320 of the annotation (text, audio, video, picture, etc.), the location 322 of 

the associated annotation within the Playable Media File, the GlJID 324 of the 

member who initiated the annotation, and a description 326 for the annotation, such 

as a title or other descriptor. 

ln certain embodiments Applicants' algorithm 136 further generates a table of 

contents of the annotations added to the Playable Media File using the information in 

data profile 300, including a link to each annotation. The link may be in the form of a 

pointer, electronic bookmark, hyperlink, or any other type of link. Where the link is a 

hyperlink, the hyperlink may link to an annotation that is embedded within the 

Playable Media File or one that is saved as a different file on data storage library 160 

or 170. Where the annotation is remote from the Playable Media File, the annotation 

may be viewed and edited separately from the Playable Media File. For each new 

annotation added to the Playable Media File, Applicants' algorithm 136 updates the 

table of contents. In such embodiments, the table of contents may include one or 

more of a caption or other description of the annotation, the time of the annotation 
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within the Playable Media File, the author of the annotation, and the date and/or time 

the annotation was made. 

In certain embodiments Applicants' algorithm 136 can further be used to initiate an 

embedded discussion thread at a specific location within the Playable Media File. In 

such embodiments, upon receiving a request from a member, Applicants' algorithm 

136 generates the discussion thread at a location within the Playable Media File 

specified by the member. In certain embodiments the request further includes a type 

identifier indicating whether the discussion thread is to be open or closed. Where the 

open identifier is provided, the discussion thread is open to all members and therefore 

any member may view and add a comment to the discussion thread. Where the 

closed identifier is provided, the discussion thread is private and only available to 

particular members. In such embodiments the request provided by the initiating 

member includes identifiers for one or more members that are to have access to the 

discussion thread. In certain such embodiments Applicants' algorithm 136 further 

sends invitations to the identified members to invite them to participate in the thread. 

In certain such embodiments, the permissions given to various members to access and 

participate in the discussion thread is stored in permissions file 157. 

Members having access to the Playable Media File can then add written, audible, 

pictorial, or video comments to the thread, which are posted in the sequence in which 

they are espoused by the members. In certain embodiments only members having 

edit privileges can post in the embedded discussion thread. In ce1iain embodiments 

only individuals having specific discussion thread privileges can post in the 

embedded discussion thread. In certain embodiments, the privilege to post in an 
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embedded thread is specific to the particular thread, and therefore a member may 

have access to post in one thread but not another. In certain embodiments, the 

discussion thread is visible to any individual viewing the Playable Media File. In 

other embodiments, the discussion thread is visible only to certain individuals, such 

as those that have been given specific access to the thread or those that have edit 

privileges for the video. 

For Playable Media Files having discussion threads, data profile 300 further includes 

infonnation fields for each discussion thread 328, including for each comment 

330(a)-(n) made in the discussion thread by a member, the GUID of the member 

author of the comment, and a description 334, which may be the comment itself or 

another identifier. 

While the information field of data profile 300 illustrated in FIG. 3 show the primary 

information that is recorded, FIG. 3 is meant to be illustrative and not limiting. In 

certain embodiments other data fields are included, such as and without limitation, the 

data and time the Playable Media File was updated, the history of the Playable Media 

File, including the identity of any member who viewed or edited the Playable Media 

Files and the date and time the file was viewed or edited, the size of the data file, and 

similar information for each annotation and discussion thread. In other embodiments 

data profile 300 may have fewer than the information fields illustrated in FIG. 3. 

Referring to FIG. 4, a flowchart summarizes an exemplary method 400 for managing 

and annotating Playable Media Files shared between members of a social network via 

the system of FIG. 1 and/or FIG. 2. As is depicted in block 402, a Playable Media 
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File is received from a first user by social network 100. For example, a first member 

using computing device 110 uploads a Playable Media File to social network 100 

through communication fabric 120. In certain embodiments additional information is 

submitted with the Playable Media File such as a description of the file. The Playable 

Media File and associated information is then stored in a data reposit01y, as indicated 

by block 404. For example, the social network server 130 stores the received 

Playable Media File in logical volume 180 of data storage library 160, which is 

associated with the member submitting the file. The associated information may 

further be used to populate data profile 300 (FIG. 3), which includes data for a 

plurality of Playable Media Files. 

In certain embodiments, a request to share the Playable Media File with one or more 

members of the social network 100 may be received separately from the Playable 

Media File, as is indicated in block 406. In other embodiments, the request is 

submitted with the Playable Media File in step 402. In certain embodiments the 

request to share the Playable Media File includes permission levels for each member 

identified in the requests, such as, and without limitation, view only, view/edit, 

view/edit/share. In response, access is granted to the members identified, as is 

indicated by block 408. For example, upon receipt of the information, network server 

300 may store the access information and permission level in field 306 (FIG. 3) of 

data profile 300 and/or in permissions file 157 (FIG. 2). In certain embodiments an 

invitation or other notice is then sent to the members who were given access, as 

indicated by block 410. For example, network server 130 transmits a communication 

through communication fabric 140 to computing device 150 of the second member, 
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notifying the second member that he or she now has access to the Playable Media 

File. In certain embodiments the notice may further include a link to the Playable 

Media File or information about where and how to access the Playable Media File. 

As indicated by block 412, network 100 may receive content to include as an 

annotation in the Playable Media File and a specified location within the file. For 

example the second member, after viewing the Playable Media File stored on logical 

volume 180 associated with the first member, may edit the file by providing a picture 

and text to server 130 to be included as an annotation from the minute 1.5 to minute 2 

of the Playable Media File. As indicated by blocks 414, 416, and 418, if the 

annotation is the first annotation for the Playable Media File, a table of contents is 

created for the file which includes an entry for the annotation submitted. 

Alternatively, if the annotation is not the first and the Playable Media File already has 

a table of contents, the table of contents is updated to include an ently for the 

annotation. For example, upon receipt of an annotation from computing device 150 

of the second user, network server 130 detem1ines if the Playable Media File already 

has annotations (and thus a table of contents) by checking annotations field 312 (FIG. 

3) of data profile 300. If no annotations are included in the Playable Media File, the

network server 130 creates a table of contents using the data in data profile 300 and 

the annotation and any related infonnation received from computing device 150. In 

certain embodiments the table of contents is then embedded in the Playable Media 

File. In other embodiments, the table of contents is stored separately on logical 

volume 180 with the Playable Media File. In certain such embodiments, the table of 
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contents is associated with the Playable Media File such that it is always presented to 

a user viewing the Playable Media File. In other embodiments, the table of contents 

may be viewed separately from the Playable Media File. 

As indicated by block 420, the annotation is then embedded in the Playable Media 

File at the location indicated in the request. For example, network server 130 edits 

the Playable Media File stored in logical volume 180 to display ( or play in the case of 

audio or video annotations) the material provided by the second user at minute 1.5 to 

minute 2 of the video. In certain embodiments network server 130 further updates the 

information fields of data profile 300 associated with the annotation just embedded, 

such as fields 320,322,324, and 326 for annotation 312(a) (FIG. 3). 

As indicated by block 422, network 100 may further receive a request to initiate a 

discussion thread at a location within a Playable Media File. For example, the first 

member, using computing device 110, may send a request to network server 130 via 

communication fabric 120 to include a discussion thread in the Playable Media File at 

minute 5 of the video. In certain embodiments the request further includes additional 

information such as whether the requested discussion thread is to be open or closed or 

identifiers for other members of network I 00 who will have access to view and/or 

participate in the discussion. 

Upon receiving such a request, an embedded discussion thread is generated at the 

specified location within the Playable Media File, as indicated by block 424. For 

example, network server 130 generates an embedded discussion thread at minute 5 

having the access pem1issions specified by the first user. In certain embodiments, the 

generation further includes updating or populating the associated fields, such as fields 
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332 and 334 (FlG. 3), of data profile 100. ln certain embodiments, generating the 

embedded discussion threads further includes storing the permission information in 

pennissions file 15 7. 

As indicated by blocks 426 and 428, in ce1iain embodiments content for the 

discussion thread is then received by network 100 and added to the embedded 

discussion thread. ln certain embodiments, the initial content for the discussion 

thread is sent with the request to initiate the same. For example, the first member, 

having sent the request to initiate a discussion thread, may send a first text comment 

to network server 130. Upon receipt of the comment, network server 130 edits the 

discussion thread with the comment provided. The second member, using computing 

device 150, may then send to network server 130 a second comment in response to 

the first comment. The second comment may be in a different format than the first, 

by way of example an audio comment or a picture. Network server 130 then further 

edits the discussion thread to include the second comment after the first comment. 

The schematic flow chart diagrams included are generally set forth as a logical flow­

chart diagram (e.g., FIG. 4). As such, the depicted order and labeled steps are 

indicative of one embodiment of the presented method. In certain embodiments, 

other steps and methods are conceived that are equivalent in function, logic, or effect 

to one or more steps, or portions thereof, of the illustrated method. Additionally, the 

format and symbols employed are provided to explain the logical steps of the method 

and are understood not to limit the scope of the method. Although various arrow 

types and line types are employed in the flow-chart diagrams, they are understood not 
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to limit the scope of the corresponding method (e.g., FIG. 4). Indeed, some arrows or 

other connectors may be used to indicate only the logical flow of the method. For 

instance, an arrow indicates a waiting or monitoring period of unspecified duration 

between enumerated steps of the depicted method. Additionally, the order in which a 

particular method occurs may or may not strictly adhere to the order of the 

corresponding steps shown. 

ln certain embodiments, individual steps recited in FIG. 4 are combined, eliminated, 

or reordered. 

In certain embodiments, Applicants' invention includes an article of manufacture 

comprising a platfom1 for information management, such as computing device 110, 

130, and/or 150, comprising computer readable program code, such as AP] 116, AP] 

156, and/or Applicants' social network source code 136, residing in a non-transitory 

computer readable medium, such as computer readable medium 113, 133, and/or 153, 

where that computer readable program code can be executed by a processor, such as 

processor 112 (FlG. l )  and/or 132 (FIG. 1), and/or 152, to implement Applicants' 

social network source code. 

In summary, a user accesses a MEDIA (regardless if the media file is on the user's 

device or is accessed through a remote streaming connection). Once the MEDIA is 

accessed the user can associate multiple indexes, each referencing a specific point in 

time in the MEDIA. Each MEDIA index comprises a "MEDIA Point". 

Each MEDIA Point references a specific point in time the MEDIA. A user may 

create and associate an annotation to each MEDIA Point. Each Annotation may 

include other attached MEDIA, Image(s) and/or a URL(s ). 
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Each MEDIA Point may be stored in a user created folder structure for the purpose of 

organizing multiple MEDIA Points for later reference. Each MEDIA Point may be 

shared with one or more users via a social network of users. I 

Each shared MEDIA Point gives recipients direct access to the point in the MEDIA 

referenced by the MEDIA Point. Each shared MEDIA Point includes any associated 

annotation(s) including any attached MEDIA, Image(s)s or URL(s). Each shared 

MEDIA Point allows the network of users with whom the MEDIA Point was shared 

to engage in one or more discussions, each discussion associated a MEDIA Point. 

In certain embodiments, Applicants' social network source code resides in a computer 

program product, where that computer program product comprises computer readable 

program code that can be executed by a computing device. In either case, in certain 

embodiments, the computer readable program code is encoded in a non-transitory 

computer readable medium comprising, for example, a magnetic information storage 

medium, an optical information storage medium, an electronic information storage 

medium, and the like. "Electronic storage media," means, for example and without 

limitation, one or more devices, such as and without limitation, a PROM, EPROM, 

EEPROM, Flash PROM, compactflash, smartmedia, and the like. 

Examples of computer readable program code include, but are not limited to, micro­

code or micro-instructions, machine instructions, such as produced by a compiler, 

code used to produce a web service, and files containing higher-level instructions that 

are executed by a computer using an interpreter. For example, embodiments are be 

implemented using Java, C++, or other programming languages ( e.g., object-oriented 
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[00056] 

programming languages) and development tools. Additional examples of computer 

code include, but are not limited to, control signals, encrypted code, and compressed 

code. 

While the preferred embodiments of the present invention have been illustrated in 

detail, it should be apparent that modifications and adaptations to those embodiments 

may occur to one skilled in the art without departing from the scope of the present 

invention as set forth herein. 
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We claim: 

1. A method to annotate Playable Media Files in a social network having a plurality

of members, comprising: 

receiving a Playable Media File; 

embedding an annotation in the Playable Media File; 

wherein said Playable Media File is selected from the group consisting of an 

audio file, a video file, an audiovisual file, slide show, AVI file, MP3 file, MP4 file, 

WMA file, WA V file, Flash, MPEG file. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving first content;

forming said annotation using said first content.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

determining if said annotation comprises a first annotation embedded in said

Playable Media File; 

when said annotation comprises a first annotation embedded in said Playable 

Media File, creating a table of contents including an entry for said annotation. 

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising when said annotation does not

comprises a first annotation embedded in said Playable Media File, updating a table of content an 

entry for said annotation. 

5. The method of claim 3, further comprising:

receiving a request to initiate a discussion thread at a location within said Playable

Media File; and 
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generate an embedded discussion at said location within said Playable Media File. 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising:

receiving second content; and

adding said second content to said discussion.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising:

receiving a plurality of additional content in a sequential order; and

add said plurality of additional content in said sequential order.

8. An article of manufacture comprising a non-transitory computer readable medium

having computer readable program code encoded therein to annotate Playable Media Files in a 

social network having a plurality of members, the computer readable program code comprising a 

series of computer readable program steps to effect: 

receiving a Playable Media File 

embedding an annotation in the Playable Media File; 

wherein said Playable Media File is selected from the group consisting of an 

audio file, a video file, an audiovisual file, slide show, A VI file, MP3 file, MP4 file, WMA file, 

WA V file, Flash, MPEG file. 

9. The article of manufacture of claim 8, said computer readable program code

further comprising a series of computer readable program steps to effect: 

receiving first content; 

forming said annotation using said first content. 

10. The article of manufacture of claim 9, said computer readable program code

further comprising a series of computer readable program steps to effect: 
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determining if said annotation comprises a first annotation embedded in said 

Playable Media File; 

when said annotation comprises a first annotation embedded in said Playable 

Media File, creating a table of contents including an entry for said annotation. 

11. The article of manufacture of claim 10, said computer readable program code

further comprising a series of computer readable program steps to effect when said annotation 

does not comprises a first annotation embedded in said Playable Media File, updating a table of 

content an entry for said annotation. 

12. The article of manufacture of claim 10, said computer readable program code

further comprising a series of computer readable program steps to effect: 

receiving a request to initiate a discussion thread at a location within said Playable Media 

File; and 

generate an embedded discussion at said location within said Playable Media File. 

13. The article of manufacture of claim 12, said computer readable program code

further comprising a series of computer readable program steps to effect: 

receiving second content; and 

adding said second content to said discussion. 

14. The article of manufacture of claim 13, said computer readable program code

further comprising a series of computer readable program steps to effect: 

receiving a plurality of additional content in a sequential order; and 

add said plurality of additional content in said sequential order. 
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15. A computer program product encoded in a non-transitory computer readable

medium and usable with a programmable computer processor to annotate Playable Media Files 

in a social network having a plurality of members, comprising: 

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor to 

receive a Playable Media File s; 

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor to 

embed an annotation in the Playable Media File; 

wherein said Playable Media File is selected from the group consisting of an audio file, a 

video file, an audiovisual file, slide show, A VI file, MP3 file, MP4 file, WMA file, WA V file, 

Flash, MPEG file. 

16. The computer program product of claim 15, further comprising:

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor to 

receive first content; 

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor to 

form said annotation using said first content. 

17. The computer program product of claim 16, further comprising:

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor to 

determine if said annotation comprises a first annotation embedded in said Playable Media File; 

computer readable program code which, when said annotation comprises a first 

annotation embedded in said Playable Media File, causes said programmable computer processor 

to create a table of contents including an entry for said annotation. 

18. The computer program product of claim 16, further comprising computer readable

program code which, when said annotation does not comprises a first annotation embedded in 
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said Playable Media File, causes said programmable computer processor to update a table of 

content an entry for said annotation. 

19. The computer program product of claim 17, further comprising:

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor to 

receive a request to initiate a discussion thread at a location within said Playable Media File; and 

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor to 

generate an embedded discussion at said location within said Playable Media File. 

20. The computer program product of claim 19, further comprising:

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor to 

receive second content; and 

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor to 

add said second content to said discussion. 

21. The computer program product of claim 20, further comprising:

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor to 

receive a plurality of additional content in a sequential order; and 

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor to 

add said plurality of additional content in said sequential order. 
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Abstract 

A method and system for annotating Playable Media Files in a social network having a 

plurality of members, wherein the method includes receiving the Playable Media File from a first 

member, receiving an annotation from another member, and embedding the annotation in the 

Playable Media File. 
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