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RETURN
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PER-BLOCK METADATA (BMD)
OBJECT LIFE CYCLE

341

INITIALIZE DURING MAKE FILE SYSTEM
THE OWNER INODE AND OFFSET OF THE BMD ARE
INITIALIZED FOR ANY BLOCK ALLOCATED TO AN INODE;
OTHERWISE, EACH BLOCK IS FREE OR RESERVED.
THE CHECKSUM IS COMPUTED IF IT IS DEFINED TO BE
ONIN THE SUPERBLOCK; OTHERWISE THE CHECKSUM
IS MARKED AS NON-TRUSTED.

l 342

L
ALL OPERATIONS USING THE BMD
FIRST CHECK THE BMD’S INTERNAL CHECKSUM. IF
THE CHECKSUM IS BAD, THEN NO DECISION IS MADE
THAT IS BASED ON THE BMD’S CURRENT STATE.

¢ /343

ALLOCATE ABLOCKTOAFILE INTHE FILE SYSTEM
ONCE THE BLOCK TO ALLOCATE IS SELECTED, GET THE
BMD FOR THAT BLOCK (FROM MEMORY OR DISK) AND
SET ITS OWNER INODE AND OFFSET IN THE ACTIVE
BUFFER. LEAVE THE COMMITTED BUFFER
UNMODIFIED. CHECK THAT THE BLOCK BEING
ALLOCATED IS NOT RECORDED IN THE BMD AS
ALREADY ASSIGNED TO AN INODE. (THE CHECKSUM
FOR THE BLOCK BEING ALLOCATED IS NOT USED
BECAUSE THE CHECKSUM OF A FREE BLOCK IS
UNDEFINED. ) ONCE THE ALLOCATION IS COMPLETE,
UPDATE THE COMMITTED BMD BUFFER WITH THE NEW
OWNER INODE AND OFFSET FOR THE SYNC THREADS
TO WRITE TO DISK

v
o/ FIG. 30
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344

FREE A BLOCK
GET THE BMD FOR THAT BLOCK (FROM MEMORY OR
DISK) AND CHECK THAT THE BLOCK BEING FREED IS
NOT RECORDED IN THE BMD AS ALREADY BEING
UNOWNED. ONCE THE FREED BLOCK HAS BEEN
LOGGED, UPDATE THE COMMITTED BMD BUFFERS WITH
NON-OWNER INODE STATUS (THE CHECKSUM FOR THE
BLOCK BEING FREED IS NOT USED BECAUSE THE
CHECKSUM OF A FREE BLOCK IS UNDEFINED.)

* 345

ENABLE A CHECKSUM TYPE
CHECK THAT ALL CHECKSUMS OF THIS TYPE ARE
PREVIOUSLY MARKED AS NON-TRUSTED.

¢ 346

READ THE MAPPING OF THE BLOCK TO AN INODE
GET THE BMD FOR THAT BLOCK (FROM MEMORY OR
DISK) AND RETURN THE MAPPING FOR THAT BLOCK.

(USED BY THE STORAGE REORGANIZER AND FOR

ERROR TRACING)

¢ 347

READ A SLICE MAP ENTRY
GET THE BMD FOR THE SLICE MAP BLOCK (FROM
MEMORY OR DISK), AND COMPARE THE RECORDED
CHECKSUM WITH THE ACTUAL CONTENTS OF THE
SLICE MAP BLOCK. IF THE CHECKSUM DOES NOT
MATCH, FAIL THE OPERATION AND START RECOVERY.
OTHERWISE, RETURN THE SLICE MAP ENTRY

FIG. 31
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/348

ADD/CHANGE/REMOVE A SLICE IN THE SLICE MAP
THE BMD FOR THE SLICE MAP BLOCK IS UPDATED
WHEN A SLICE IS PROVISIONED WITH BACKING STORE
(SLICE STATE CHANGES TO NORMAL) AND WHEN A
SLICE IS EVACUATED (SLICE STATE CHANGES TO
ABSENT). UPDATE THE BMD CHECKSUM FOR THE NEW
CONTENTS

¢ /349

READ AN INDIRECT BLOCK FROM DISK
GET THE BMD FOR THE INDIRECT BLOCK FROM
MEMORY OR DISK. VALIDATE THE INDIRECT BLOCK'S
CHECKSUM BEFORE USING THE INDIRECT BLOCK. IF
THE CHECKSUM IS NOT VALID, THEN FAIL THE
OPERATION AND START RECOVERY.

l‘ 350

MODIFY AN INDIRECT BLOCK, UPDATE TO DISK
UPDATE THE BMD CHECKSUM FOR THE NEW
CONTENTS AS PART OF THE INDIRECT BLOCK UFS LOG
TRANSACTION. (THE ACTUAL CHECKSUM IS NOT
LOGGED BECAUSE LOG RECOVERY CAN UPDATE IT
FROM THE INDIRECT BLOCK UPDATE.) SYNC THREADS
FLUSH BOTH THE INDIRECT BLOCK AND THE BMD
BLOCK BEFORE RELEASING THE LOG HOLD.

¢ 351

FIND AN INDIRECT BLOCK IN CACHE
FETCH THE INDIRECT BLOCK FROM BUFFER CACHE. IF
THE BUFFER CACHE RETURNS A VALID BUFFER, GET
THE BMD FOR THE INDIRECT BLOCK FROM MEMORY OR
DISKIN ORDER TO VALIDATE THE CHECKSUM IN THE
BMD. IF THE CHECKSUM IS INVALID, THEN THERE IS
MEMORY CORRUPTION. RESET THE DATA MOVER TO
RECOVER FROM THE ERROR.

=P FIG. 32
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FILE SYSTEM CHECK
(fsck) UTILITY
361

VALIDATE THE CRC FROM THE SUPERBLOCK, AND IF
VALID, GET THE FILE SYSTEM SIZE, INODE DENSITY,
AND BLOCK SIZE FROM THE SUPERBLOCK. IF INVALID,
TRY ALTERNATE SUPERBLOCK. FAIL IF A SUPERBLOCK
WITH A VALID CRC CANNOT BE FOUND.

¢ /362

RECOMPUTE THE BLOCK USAGE COUNTS AND ANY
PER-CYLINDER GROUP INFORMATION, AND REBUILD
THE “HAS BLOCKS” BITMAP. USE THE SPARSE VOLUME
STATE FOR BAD BLOCK CHECKING, SO THAT NO
ALLOCATED SPACE FALLS WITHIN A HOLE IN THE
SPARSE METAVOLUME.

¢ /363

VALIDATE THE QUOTA ID OF ANY INODE WITH THE
QUOTA ID OF ITS PARENT DIRECTORY, UNLESS THE
INODE IS THE ROOT OF A QUOTA TREE. IF THE USAGE
IS INVALID, CORRECT IT IN THE QUOTA TREE DATABASE
IF NECESSARY.

¢ 364

USE DOUBLE (FORWARD AND REVERSE) LINKS IN THE
VERSION CHAIN IN THE CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM TO
DETECT AND CORRECT SINGLE LINK FAILURES

¢ / 365

VALIDATE A DIRECT OR INDIRECT BLOCK BY
COMPUTING THE CRC OVER THE BLOCK AND
COMPARING IT TO THE CRC STORED IN THE PER-BLOCK
METADATA (BMD) FOR THE DIRECT OR INDIRECT
BLOCK. MARKANY BAD BLOCK WITH THE RESERVED
BAD-BLOCK BIT IN THE BLOCK NUMBER FIELD

% FIG. 33
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@ 3%

A BLOCK IS AWARDED TO AN INODE IF AND ONLY IF: (1)
THE INODE CLAIMS THE BLOCK; AND (2) THE INODE’S CRC
PLUS ALL RELEVANT INDIRECT BLOCK CRCs ARE TRUSTED
AND VALID; AND (3) THE BLOCK IS MARKED ALLOCATED IN

ITS CYLINDER GROUP AND THE CYLINDER GROUP’S CRC

IS VALID; AND (4) THE BMD FOR THE BLOCK SAYS THAT

THE INODE OWNS THE BLOCK AND THE BMD’S CRC IS

VALID, OR ELSE THE BMD’S CRC IS INVALID; AND (5) NO

OTHER INODE WITH A VALID CRC CLAIMS THE BLOCK

* 36

VALIDATE DIRECTORIES BY VALIDATING THE
CONNECTIVITY OF ALL NODES IN THE FILE SYSTEM

¢ /36

VALIDATE THE CYLINDER GROUPS WHILE TAKING INTO
ACCOUNT THE BMD ENTRIES AND SLICE STATE MAPS IN
CYLINDER GROUP-0

¢ 36

IF THE THE INTERNAL CHECKSUM OF A BMD INDICATES
THAT THE BMD IS INVALID, THEN ATTEMPT TO REBUILD
THE BMD FROM THE CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM INODE AND
BLOCK LINKAGES

FIG. 34
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Fsck
MULTI-THREADED OPERATION

/401

PHASE | (FILE CHECK)

PHASE | IS MULTITHREADED WITHIN SINGLE FILES. THE
CHECKING OF EACH FILE BEGINS WITH A SINGLE THREAD
ACTING AS A MANAGER THREAD. OTHER THREADS,
CALLED WORKER THREADS, CHECK IN PARALLEL ANY
INDIRECT BLOCKS OF AT LEAST DOUBLE INDIRECTION
(AND THEIR DESCENDANTS) LINKED TO THE INODE. THE
MANAGER THREAD STARTS CHECKING THE INODE AND
WORKS DOWN THE BLOCK HIERARCHY OF THE FILE.
WHEN THE MANAGER THREAD FINDS ANY INDIRECT
BLOCK OF AT LEAST DOUBLE INDIRECTION, IT PUTS THIS
TOP-LEVEL INDIRECT BLOCK ON A QUEUE OF BLOCKS TO
BE PROCESSED BY THE WORKER THREADS, AND SIGNALS
THE WORKER THREADS. A WORKER THREAD TAKES THE
NEXT AVAILABLE INDIRECT BLOCK FROM THE QUEUE AND
CHECKS THIS INDIRECT BLOCK BY SCANNING THE
CONTENTS FOR VALID BLOCK NUMBERS, CHECKING FOR
DUPLICATE BLOCKS AND BLOCKS BEYOND EOF, ETC. IF A
WORKER THREAD FINDS THAT THE INDIRECT BLOCK THAT
IT IS PROCESSING REFERENCES AN INDIRECT BLOCK OF
AT LEAST DOUBLE INDIRECTION, IT PUTS THAT INDIRECT
BLOCK ON THE QUEUE FOR CHECKING BY ANOTHER
THREAD. WHEN ALL THREADS HAVE FINISHED AND THE
QUEUE IS EMPTY, THE MANAGER IS SIGNALED THAT THE
PHASE | CHECK OF THE INODE IS FINISHED.

FIG. 37

033



U.S. Patent Oct. 9, 2012 Sheet 32 of 57 US 8,285,758 B1

? /402

PHASE II (DIRECTORY VALIDATION)
PHASE Il CHECKS DIRECTORIES FOR CORRUPTION
AND LOGS LINK COUNTS TO REFERENCED INODES.
DIRECTORIES ARE PROCESSED IN PARALLEL, WITH
EACH OF N THREADS PROCESSING A DIFFERENT
DIRECTORY. DIRECTORIES IN NEED OF CHECKING ARE
QUEUED INTO THREE LISTS CONSISTING OF SMALL,
MEDIUM, AND LARGE DIRECTORIES. ONLY ONE LARGE
DIRECTORY IS UNDER CHECK AT ANY GIVEN TIME.
MEDIUM DIRECTORIES ARE CHECKED SO LONG AS THE
SUM OF THEIR SIZES (PLUS THE SIZE OF ANY LARGE
DIRECTORY BEING CHECKED) DOES NOT EXCEED A
CONFIGURABLE LIMIT. OTHERWISE AN AVAILABLE
THREAD CHECKS ANY SMALL DIRECTORY.

FIG. 38

/404 /405 /406
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CREATE A CONTAINER
FILE SYSTEM

¢ 491
A CBV CLIENT REQUESTS THE CBV API TO CREATE A FILE
SYSTEM OF SPECIFIC SIZE BY PROVIDING A ROOT SLICE AND A
SLICE-0 FOR THE SPARSE VOLUME

¢ 492
s
THE CBV API CREATES A CBFS MANAGED OBJECT FOR
CREATING THE SPARSE VOLUME, AND PUTS THE SPECIFICATION
OF THE SIZE, ROOT SLICE, AND SLICE-0 INTO IT.

¢ 493

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT CREATES A SPARSE VOLUME

MANAGED OBJECT AND PASSES THE SPECIFICATION OF THE

SIZE, ROOT SLICE, AND SLICE-0 TO IT FOR CREATION OF THE
SPARSE VOLUME

* 494
THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT CHECKS THE ROOT
SLICE AND SLICE-O FOR OVERLAP AND TO ENSURE THAT THEY
ARE NOT ALREADY IN USE. IF THE SLICES OVERLAP AND THEY
ARE NOT ALREADY IN USE, THEN THE SPARSE VOLUME
MANAGED OBJECT INSTANTIATES SLICE OBJECTS FOR THE
ROOT SLICE AND FOR THE SLICE-O.

¢ 495
THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT CHECKS AND
VALIDATES THE SLICE MARK ON SLICE-0 SO THAT THE SLICE
MARK DOES NOT REFLECT THAT THE SLICE IS IN USE, AND
INSTEAD HAS A FREE MARK.

¢ 496

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT CHECKS IF THERE IS
ANY OTHER SLICE REGISTERED AS SLICE-O IN THE ROOT SLICE.
IF THERE IS ANOTHER SLICE, THEN EXIT WITH ERROR.

!
) FIG. 45
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497

NOW THAT ALL CHECKING OF THE SLICES IS DONE, THE SPARSE
VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT REGISTERS SLICE-0 IN THE ROOT
SLICE AS THE FIRST SLICE OF THE SPARSE VOLUME.

¢ 498

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT PUTS THE SLICE MARK
IN THE BEGINNING OF SLICE-O0 TO MAKE THE INFORMATION
SUCH AS SPARSE VOLUME ID, SLICENAME, OFFSET IN SPARSE
VOLUME, SIZE OF SLICE, ETC., PERSISTENT ACROSS REBOOT.

¢ 499

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT CREATES A SPARSE
VOLUME DATA OBJECT INCLUDING THE SPECIFIED SLICE-O0.

¢ 500

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT RETURNS AN OK
STATUS TO THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT.

¢ 501
THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT STARTS A MAKE FILE SYSTEM
PROCEDURE ON THE CBFS DATA OBJECT. (IF THIS PROCEDURE
FAILS, THEN THE SPARSE VOLUME DATA OBJECT IS DELETED
AND THE ROOT SLICE AND SLICE-0 ARE FREED)

i 502
-
THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT RETURNS OK STATUS TO THE CBV
AP,
¢ 503

CBV API RETURNS BACK OK STATUS TO THE CBV CLIENT. (IF
THE PREVIOUS STEPS FAIL OR THE DATA MOVER IS REBOOTED,
THEN THE CBV CLIENT NEEDS TO RESTART THE REQUEST WITH

THE SAME SLICES OR DELETE THE FILE SYSTEM.)

N FIG. 46
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MOUNT A CONTAINER
FILE SYSTEM
¢ 511

A CBV CLIENT REQUESTS THE CBV API TO MOUNT A CONTAINER
FILE SYSTEM HAVING A SPECIFIED ROOQOT SLICE, FSID, AND
MOUNTPOINT.

¢ 512

THE CBV API PASSES THE MOUNT REQUEST TO THE CBFS
MANAGED OBJECT.

¢ 513

CBFS MANAGED OBJECT RECOVERS THE SPARSE VOLUME
MANAGED OBJECT HAVING THE SPECIFIED ROOT SLICE.

‘ 914

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT VALIDATES THE ROOT
SLICE FOR OVERLAP AND INSTANTIATES THE ROOT SLICE IN
MEMORY

¢ 515

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT VALIDATES
THE SLICE-O FOR SLICE MARK AND IN THE ROOT SLICE

¢ 516

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT CREATES THE SPARSE
VOLUME WITH THE SLICE-O

¢ 517

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT INSTANTIATES ALL OF
THE SLICES FOR THE SPARSE VOLUME AND ADDS THEM IN THE
SPARSE VOLUME ONE AFTER ANOTHER

!
) FIG. 47
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518

THE SPARSE VOLUME IS NOW READY. THE CBFS MANAGED
OBJECT MOUNTS THE FILE SYSTEM.

¢ 519

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
TO THE CBV API THAT THE FILE SYSTEM HAS BEEN CREATED
AND MOUNTED.

¢ 520

THE CBV API RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO THE CBV
CLIENT THAT THE FILE SYSTEM HAS BEEN CREATED AND
MOUNTED.

END

FIG. 48
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RECOVER A SPARSE
VOLUME IN-CORE
¢ 531

A CBV CLIENT REQUESTS THE CBV API TO RECOVER A SPARSE
VOLUME HAVING A SPECIFIED ROOT SLICE AND FSID.

¢ 532

THE CBV API PASSES THE RECOVER REQUEST TO THE CBFS
MANAGED OBJECT.

¢ 533

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT RECOVERS THE SPARSE VOLUME
MANAGED OBJECT HAVING THE SPECIFIED ROOT SLICE.

¢ —534

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT VALIDATES THE ROOT
SLICE AND OVERLAP FOR THE ROOT SLICE, AND INSTANTIATES
THE ROOT SLICE IN MEMORY.

¢ 535

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT VALIDATES
THE SLICE-0 FOR SLICE MARK AND IN THE ROOT SLICE.

‘ 536

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT CREATES THE SPARSE
VOLUME WITH SLICE-O.

¢ 537

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT INSTANTIATES ALL
THE SLICES FOR THE SPARSE VOLUME AND ADDS THEM IN THE
SPARSE VOLUME ONE AFTER ANOTHER.

!
) FIG. 49
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538

THE SPARSE VOLUME IS NOW READY. THE SPARSE VOLUME
MANAGED OBJECT RETURNS SUCCESS.

lv 539

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
TO THE CBV APl THAT THE SPARSE VOLUME HAS BEEN
RECOVERED.

¢ 940

THE CBV APlI RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO THE CBV
CLIENT THAT THE SPARSE VOLUME HAS BEEN RECOVERED.

END

FIG. 50
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U.S. Patent Oct. 9,2012

ADD A CONFIGURED SLICE OF
STORAGE TO A CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM

551

FOR ADDING MORE SLICE(S) OF STORAGE, A CBV CLIENT
PROVIDES ONE SLICE AT A TIME TO THE CBV API AND SPECIFIES
THE FSID AND OFFSET TO PUT THAT SLICE.

¢ 552

THE CBV API REQUESTS THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT AND THE
CBFS MANAGED OBJECT REQUESTS THE SPARSE VOLUME

MANAGED OBJECT TO ADD THIS SLICE TO THE SPARSE VOLUME
AT THE SPECIFIED OFFSET.

l 553

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT CHECKS THE SLICE
MARK IN THE NEW SLICE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SLICE.

¢ 554

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT CHECKS THAT THE
SLICE IS NOT ALREADY INSTANTIATED AND DOES NOT HAVE AN
OVERLAP. IF THE SLICE IS ALREADY IN CORE OR IF AN OVERLAP
IS DETECTED, THEN AN ERROR IS RETURNED. (THE ONLY WAY
REUSE OF A SLICE IS ALLOWED, IS IN THE SAME PLACE WITHIN
THE SAME SPARSE VOLUME. THIS IS TO SUPPORT THE FAILURE /
REBOOT OF ADDING A SLICE IN THE SPARSE VOLUME, FOR
SUPPORTING A NO-OP FOR SAME ADD SLICE OPERATION. )

‘ 555

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT PUTS THE SLICE MARK
IN THE SLICE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SLICE.

FIG. 51

046



U.S. Patent Oct. 9,2012 Sheet 45 of 57 US 8,285,758 B1

556

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT REGISTERS THE SLICE
INFORMATION IN THE ROOT SLICE IN STATE “ADDING”. THE
ROOT SLICE KEEPS INFORMATION ABOUT THE SIZE OF THE
SPARSE VOLUME, THE NUMBER OF SLICES IN THE SPARSE

VOLUME, THE SIZE OF EACH SLICE, ETC. IT KEEPS
INFORMATION OF EACH SLICE IN THE RIGHT PLACE, AND
STORES THE INFORMATION AS AN ARRAY OF SLICE INFO. IF
THERE IS AN EXTRA SLICE IN THE ROOT SLICE DUE TO A PANIC,
IT HAS A STATE "ADDING”, AND THE SLICE IS NOT INSTANTIATED
ON REBOOT. (IT IS EXPECTED TO HAVE THE SAME ADD SLICE
COMMAND WITH THE SAME SLICE AND OFFSET AGAIN.)

‘ 557

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT ADDS THE SLICE OF
CONFIGURED STORAGE TO THE SPARSE VOLUME.

‘ 558

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT RETURNS AN
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SUCCESS TO THE CBFS MANAGED
OBJECT.

‘ 559

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
OF SUCCESS TO THE CBV API.

¢ 560

THE CBV API RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SUCCESS
TO THE CBV CLIENT,

END

FIG. 52
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EXTEND A CONTAINER
FILE SYSTEM

571

A CBV CLIENT DECIDES THAT THE SPARSE VOLUME NEEDS TO
BE EXTENDED, AND SENDS AN EXTEND REQUEST TO THE CBV
AP|I SPECIFYING THE FSID AND A NEW SIZE.

¢ 572

THE CBV API GIVES THE EXTEND REQUEST TO THE CBFS
MANAGED OBJECT.

¢ 573

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT GIVES THE EXTEND REQUEST TO
THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT.

¢ 574

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT PROVIDES THE NEW
SIZE TO THE ROOT SLICE MANAGED OBJECT.

¢ 575

THE ROOT SLICE MANAGED OBJECT COMMITS THE NEW SIZE TO
THE ROOT SLICE IN THE METADATA HEADER, AND RETURNS AN
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT THE SPARSE VOLUME HAS BEEN
EXTENDED.

¢ 576
THE CBV API RETURNS TO THE CBV CLIENT AN
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT THE SPARSE VOLUME HAS BEEN
EXTENDED.

FIG. 53
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RELEASE A SLICE FROM A
CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM

¢ 581

A CBV CLIENT CALLS THE CBV API TO RELEASE THE SLICE AT A
SPECIFIED OFFSET IN A SPECIFIED CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM.

¢ 582

THE CBV API CALLS THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT TO CONFIRM
THAT THE SLICE CAN BE RELEASED.

¢ 583
K‘

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT CHECKS WITH THE CBFS DATA

OBJECT FOR CONFIRMATION THAT THE OFFSET IN THE FILE

SYSTEM WITH A GIVEN SIZE OF THE SLICE CAN BE RELEASED.

¢ —584

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT PASSES THE REQUEST TO THE
SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT TO RELEASE THE SLICE
FROM THE SPARSE VOLUME AT THE SPECIFIED OFFSET.

¢ 585

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT CHECKS WHETHER
THE SLICE IS PART OF THE CURRENT SPARSE VOLUME.

¢ 586

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT SETS THE STATE TO
“RELEASING” IN THE ROOT SLICE FOR THE GIVEN SLICE. (ONCE
THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT MARKS THE SLICE AS
RELEASING, IT CANNOT BE USED BY THE CBV CLIENT OR CBFS
FOR PERFORMING I/Os. IT MUST BE RELEASED AGAIN BY THE
CLIENT. THIS IS DONE TO MAKE THE RELEASE OPERATION
PERSISTENT ACROSS REBOOT FROM THE CBV CLIENT.)

!
L) FIG. 54
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587

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT REMOVES THE SLICE
FROM THE SPARSE VOLUME IN MEMORY, AND BRINGS THE
SLICE MARK TO THE STATE “FREE” IN THE BEGINNING OF THE
SLICE.

¢ 588

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT REMOVES THE SLICE
FROM THE ROOT SLICE AND MAKES IT FREE.

l‘ _-589

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT RETURNS AN
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SUCCESS TO THE CBFS MANAGED

OBJECT.
lv 590
THE CBV API RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SUCCESS
TO THE CBV CLIENT.
END

FIG. 55
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UNMOUNT A CONTAINER
FILE SYSTEM

601

A CBV CLIENT REQUESTS THE CBV API TO UNMOUNT A
CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM HAVING A SPECIFIED FSID.

‘ 602

THE CBV API PASSES THE UNMOUNT REQUEST TO THE CBFS
MANAGED OBJECT.

‘ 603

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT REQUESTS THE CBFS DATA
OBJECT TO UNMOUNT.

¢ 604

THE CBFS DATA OBJECT UNMOUNTS AND REQUESTS THE
SPARSE VOLUME TO CLOSE AND RELEASES THE REFERENCE

ON IT.
¢ 605
THE SPARSE VOLUME RETURNS OK TO THE CBFS DATA OBJECT
ON CLOSE.
¢ 606

THE CBFS DATA OBJECT RETURNS OK TO THE CBFS MANAGED
OBJECT ON UNMOUNT.

¢ 607

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
TO THE CBV API THAT THE CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM IS
UNMOUNTED.

¢ 608

THE CBV APl RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO THE CBV
CLIENT THAT THE CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM IS UNMOUNTED.

i FIG. 56
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CLEANUP A SPARSE VOLUME
FROM MEMORY

611
—
A CBV CLIENT REQUESTS THE CBV API TO CLEANUP A SPARSE
VOLUME HAVING A SPECIFIED ROOT SLICE FROM IN-CORE
MEMORY

‘ 612

THE CBV API PASSES THE CLEANUP REQUEST TO THE CBFS
MANAGED OBJECT OF THE SPECIFIED ROOT SLICE

‘ —613
THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT CHECKS IF THE SPARSE VOLUME
OF THE SPECIFIED ROOT SLICE HAS A CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM
THAT IS MOUNTED. IF SUCH A CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM IS
MOUNTED, THEN THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT REJECTS THE
CLEANUP REQUEST. IF SUCH A CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM
EXISTS, BUT IT IS NOT MOUNTED, THEN THE CLEANUP REQUEST
WILL DELETE THE CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM IN-CORE OBJECT.

‘ 615

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT SENDS A CLEANUP REQUEST TO
THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT OF THE SPECIFIED
ROOT SLICE.

¢ 616
-
THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT RELEASES ALL SLICES
FROM THE SPARSE VOLUME DATA OBJECT IN MEMORY AND
DELETES ALL IN-CORE SLICES.

¢ 617

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT DELETES THE IN-CORE
SPARSE VOLUME DATA OBJECT FROM MEMORY.

'
W FIG. 57
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618

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT RETURNS AN
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SUCCESSFUL CLEANUP OF THE
SPARSE VOLUME TO THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT.

‘ 619

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT DELETES THE IN-CORE SPARSE
VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT.

¢ 620

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
OF SUCCESSFUL CLEANUP OF THE SPARSE VOLUME TO THE
CBV API.

¢ 621

THE CBV API DELETES THE IN-CORE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT.

¢ 622
THE CBV API RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF
SUCCESSFUL CLEANUP OF THE SPARSE VOLUME TO THE CBV
CLIENT.

END

FIG. 58
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DELETE A CONTAINER
FILE SYSTEM

631
A CBV CLIENT REQUESTS THE CBV API TO DELETE A CONTAINER
FILE SYSTEM.
¢ 632

THE CBV API SENDS A FILE SYSTEM DELETE REQUEST TO THE
CBFS MANAGED OBJECT.

¢ 633

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT CONFIRMS THAT THE FILE SYSTEM
IS UNMOUNTED.

¢ 634
THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT DELETES THE CONTAINER FILE
SYSTEM.
¢ 635

THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT REQUESTS THE SPARSE VOLUME
MANAGED OBJECT TO DELETE THE SPARSE VOLUME OF THE
CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM.

¢ 636
THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT CONFIRMS THAT
THE SPARSE VOLUME IS CLOSED AND DOES NOT HAVE ANY
CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM.

i 637
p
THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT INVOKES THE CBV API
TO CONFIRM THAT THE SLICE MAP ON ROOT SLICE IS VACANT
OTHER THAN THE SLICE-0.

FIG. 59
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638

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT UPDATES THE SLICE
MARK ON SLICE-O0 WITH THE FREE STATE.

¢ 639
g
THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT UPDATES THE ROOT

SLICE WITH SLICE-0 BEING FREED. NOW THE ROOT SLICE DOES
NOT HAVE ANY ENTRY IN THE SLICE MAP. THE CBV CLIENT DOES
NOT NEED TO BE INFORMED OF WHICH SLICE IS FREED AS ROOT
SLICE AND SLICE-0, BECAUSE IT KNOWS ABOUT ROOT SLICE
AND SLICE-O.

¢ 640
p

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT DELETES THE SPARSE

VOLUME IN-CORE DATA OBJECT FROM DATA MOVER MEMORY.

¢ _-641

THE SPARSE VOLUME MANAGED OBJECT RETURNS AN
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT THAT
THE SPARSE VOLUME HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY DELETED.

‘ 642
THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT DELETES THE SPARSE VOLUME
MANAGED OBJECT.

‘ 643
Vi
THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
OF SUCCESS TO THE CBV APL.

¢ _-644
THE CBV API DELETES THE CBFS MANAGED OBJECT.

¢ 645

THE CBV API RETURNS TO THE CBV CLIENT AN
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT THE CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM HAS
BEEN SUCCESSFULLY DELETED.

END FIG. 60
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PERFORM A READ OR WRITE
UPON A SPARSE VOLUME

651

A CBV CLIENT REQUESTS THE CBV API TO READ OR WRITE TO A
SPECIFIED OFFSET OF A FILE SYSTEM HAVING A SPECIFIED FSID

¢ 652
_
THE CBV API LOCATES THE CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM AND
SENDS THE READ OR WRITE REQUEST TO THE CBFS DATA
OBJECT

¢ 653

THE CBFS DATA OBJECT GETS THE READ OR WRITE REQUEST
AND MAPS THE READ OR WRITE REQUEST TO THE VERSION FILE
DATA OBJECT

¢ 654

THE VERSION FILE DATA OBJECT AUTHENTICATES THE CLIENT
REQUEST, AND THEN PASSES A CALLBACK TO THE CBFS DATA
OBJECT

¢ 655

THE CBFS DATA OBJECT CHECKS THAT THE REQUEST IS ON AN
ACTIVE CYLINDER GROUP, AND THEN SENDS THE READ OR
WRITE REQUEST TO THE |0 OBJECT. THE IO OBJECT CREATES
AN IRP FOR 10 AND SENDS IT TO THE SPARSE VOLUME.

* 656
THE 10 OBJECT CREATES AN IRP FOR I0 AND SENDS IT TO THE
SPARSE VOLUME.
¢ 657

THE SPARSE VOLUME MAPS THE SPECIFIED OFFSET INTO A
SLICE AND BLOCK NUMBER, AND SENDS THE READ OR WRITE
REQUEST TO THE SLICE VOLUME

é FIG. 61
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658

THE SLICE VOLUME CALLS A CACHED DISK ARRAY APITO
CONVERT THE READ OR WRITE REQUEST INTO A READ OR
WRITE REQUEST SENT FROM THE DATA MOVER TO THE CACHED
DISK ARRAY

Y 650
ONCE THE STORAGE SYSTEM APl RECEIVES A CONFIRMATION
FROM THE CACHED DISK ARRAY THAT THE READ OR WRITE IS
FINISHED, THE STORAGE SYSTEM AP| CALLS AN 1/0 COMPLETION
CALL BACK AT THE SPARSE VOLUME LAYER

¢ 660

THE CALL BACK NOTIFIES AN IRP BINDING ABOUT THE I/0
COMPLETION. THE IRP THEN CALLS BACK A DONE ROUTINE OF
THE CBFS DATA OBJECT.

¢ 661

THE CBFS DATA OBJECT RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF
I/0 COMPLETION TO THE CBV API

¢ 662

THE CBV API RETURNS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO THE CBV
CLIENT THAT THE THE I/0O IS COMPLETE

END FIG. 62
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GET MAPPING FOR PERFORMING A DIRECT
READ OR WRITE TO THE CACHED DISK ARRAY

¢ 671
/
A CBV CLIENT REQUESTS THE CBV API TO GET A MAPPING FOR
DIRECT ACCESS TO A SPECIFIED VERSION FILE BEGINNING AT
A SPECIFIED OFFSET AND CONTINUING FOR A SPECIFIED BLOCK
COUNT

‘ 672
THE CBV API LOCATES THE CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM AND
FORWARDS THE GET MAPPING REQUEST TO THE CBFS DATA
OBJECT.

¢ —~673
THE CBFS DATA OBJECT CHECKS THAT THE OFFSET PLUS
BLOCK COUNT DOES NOT EXCEED THE FILE SYSTEM SIZE. IF NO
ERROR IS FOUND, THEN THE CBFS DATA OBJECT MAPS THE GET
MAPPING REQUEST TO THE VERSION FILE AND FORWARDS THE
GET MAPPING REQUEST TO THE VERSION FILE OBJECT.

¢ e
THE VERSION FILE OBJECT AUTHENTICATES THE CLIENT
REQUEST AND MAPS THE OFFSET AND BLOCK COUNT TO

LOGICAL BLOCKS OF THE CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM, AND THEN

FORWARDS THE GET MAPPING REQUEST TO THE CBFS DATA
OBJECT

* 676

THE CBFS DATA OBJECT CHECKS THAT THE REQUEST IS ON AN

ACTIVE CYLINDER GROUP, AND IF NO ERROR IS FOUND, THEN

SENDS THE GET MAPPING REQUEST TO THE SPARSE VOLUME
DATA OBJECT

¢ 677

THE SPARSE VOLUME DATA OBJECT MAPS THE SPECIFIED
OFFSET INTO A SLICE AND BLOCK NUMBER, AND SENDS THE
GET MAPPING REQUEST TO THE SLICE VOLUME DATA OBJECT

FIG. 63
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¢ 678

THE SLICE VOLUME DATA OBJECT RETURNS THE MAPPING OF
THE CACHE DISK ARRAY LOGICAL ADDRESSES FOR THE SLICE

¢ 679

THE SLICE VOLUME DATA OBJECT RETURNS THE MAPPING TO
THE SPARSE VOLUME DATA OBJECT

¢ 680

THE SPARSE VOLUME DATA OBJECT RETURNS THE MAPPING TO
THE CBFS DATA OBJECT

‘ 681
CBFS DATA OBJECT RETURNS THE MAPPING TO THE CBV API

‘ 682
THE CBV API RETURNS THE MAPPING TO THE CBV CLIENT

¢ 683

THE CBV CLIENT USES THE MAPPING TO PERFORM READ OR
WRITE OPERATIONS DIRECTLY TO THE CACHED DISK ARRAY

FIG. 64
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TIERING STORAGE BETWEEN MULTIPLE
CLASSES OF STORAGE ON THE SAME
CONTAINER FILE SYSTEM

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to file servers, and
more particularly to a data structure hierarchy and layered
programming for a network file server providing protocols for
client access to file systems and for client access to network
attached storage.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Network data storage is most economically provided by an
array of low-cost disk drives integrated with a large semicon-
ductor cache memory. A number of data mover computers are
used to interface the cached disk array to the network. The
data mover computers perform file locking management and
mapping of the network files to logical block addresses of
storage in the cached disk array, and move data between
network clients and the storage in the cached disk array. See,
for example, Vahalia et al. U.S. Pat. No. 5,893,140issued Apr.
6,1999, entitled “File Server Having a File System Cache and
Protocol for Truly Safe Asynchronous Writes,” incorporated
herein by reference.

Typically the logical block addresses of storage are subdi-
vided into logical volumes. Each logical volume is mapped to
the physical storage using a respective striping and redun-
dancy scheme. The data mover computers typically use the
Network File System (NFS) protocol to receive file access
commands from clients using the UNIX (Trademark) oper-
ating system or the LINUX (Trademark) operating system,
and the data mover computers use the Common Internet File
System (CIFS) protocol to receive file access commands from
clients using the MicroSoft (MS) WINDOWS (Trademark)
operating system. The NFS protocol is described in “NFS:
Network File System Protocol Specification,” Network
Working Group, Request for Comments: 1094, Sun Micro-
systems, Inc., Santa Clara, Calif., March 1989, 27 pages, and
in S. Shepler et al., “Network File System (NFS) Version 4
Protocol,” Network Working Group, Request for Comments:
3530, The Internet Society, Reston, Va., April 2003, 262
pages. The CIFS protocol is described in Paul J. Leach and
Dilip C. Naik, “A Common Internet File System (CIFS/1.0)
Protocol,” Network Working Group, Internet Engineering
Task Force, The Internet Society, Reston, Va., Dec. 19, 1997,
121 pages.

The data mover computers may also be programmed to
provide clients with network block services in accordance
with the Internet Small Computer Systems Interface (iISCSI)
protocol, also known as SCSI over IP. The iSCSI protocol is
described in J. Satran et al., “Internet Small Computer Sys-
tems Interface (iSCSI),” Network Working Group, Request

for Comments: 3720, The Internet Society, Reston, Va., April 53

2004, 240 pages. The data mover computers use a network
block services protocol in a configuration process in order to
export to the clients logical volumes of network attached
storage, which become local pseudo-disk instances. See, for
example, Jiang et al., Patent Application Publication US
2004/0059822 A1l published Mar. 25, 2004, entitled “Net-
work Block Services for Client Access of Network-Attached
Storage in an IP Network,” incorporated herein by reference.

A storage objectsuchas a virtualdisk drive ora raw logical
volume can be contained in a file compatible with the UNIX
(Trademark) operating system so that the storage object can
be exported using the NFS or CIFS protocol and shared
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among the clients. In this case, the storage object can be
replicated and backed up using conventional file replication
and backup facilities without disruption of client access to the
storage object. See, for example, Liang et al., Patent Appli-
cation Publication US 2005/0044162 A1 published Feb. 24,
2005, entitled “Multi-Protocol Sharable Virtual Storage
Objects,” incorporated herein by reference. The container file
can be a sparse file. As data is written to a sparse file, the size
of'the file can grow up to a pre-specified maximum number of
blocks, and the maximum block size can then be extended by
moving the end-of-file (eof). See, for example, Bixby et al.,
Patent Application Publication US 2005/0065986 A1l pub-
lished Mar. 24, 2005, entitled “Maintenance of a File Version
Set Including Read-Only and Read-Write SnapshotCopies of
a Production File,” incorporated herein by reference, and
Mullick et al., Patent Application Publication 2005/0066095
Al published Mar. 24, 2005, entitled “Multi-Threaded Write
Interface and Methods for Increasing the Single File Read and
Write Throughput of a File Server,” incorporated herein by
reference.

The storage technology described above, in combination
with a continuing increase in disk drive storage density, file
server processing power, and network bandwidth at decreas-
ing cost, has provided network clients with more than an
adequate supply of network storage capacity at affordable
prices. The cost of the network file server and its attached
storage, however, is becoming a small fraction of the total cost
of ensuring fast and reliable access to a vast and ever increas-
ing mass of stored information. The total cost is becoming
dominated by the cost of administering the mass of stored
information over its lifetime, including the cost of software
tools for hierarchical storage, data backup, remote replica-
tion, and other kinds of information lifecycle management
(ILM). See, for example, Amegadzie et al, Patent Application
Publication US 2006/0212746 published Sep. 21, 2006,
entitled “Selection of Migration Methods Including Partial
Read Restore in Distributed Storage Management,” incorpo-
rated herein by reference. The vast amount of stored infor-
mation is also interfering with quick recovery from hardware
or software errors that require storage to be taken offline for a
file system consistency check.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is desired to provide a mechanism for provisioning a file
system with different classes of storage and to use file system
awareness of storage class for storage allocation or migration
of a storage object from one storage class to another.

In accordance with one aspect, the invention provides a
method of operating a file server. The method includes the
step of configuring slices of data storage from different
classes of the data storage. Each class of the data storage has
respective performance and cost characteristics for storage
and retrieval of data, in order to obtain at least a first config-
ured slice of the data storage configured from a firstone of the
classes of the data storage, and a second configured slice of
the data storage configured from a second one of the classes of
the data storage. The method also includes building a file
system upon at least the first configured slice of the data
storage and the second configured slice of the data storage so
that the file systemincludes file system blocks allocated from
the first configured slice of the data storage and file system
blocksallocated from the second configured slice of the data
storage. The method further includes allocating the file sys-
tem blocks of the file system to at least one file in the file
system based on the storage class of the file system blocks in
accordance with at least one storage allocation policy.
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In accordance with another aspect, the invention provides a
file server including data storage and at least one data proces-
sor. The data storage includes different classes of the data
storage. Each class of the data storage has respective perfor-

mance and cost characteristics for storage and retrieval of 3

data. The at least one data processor is coupled to the data
storage for accessing the different classes of the data storage.
The at least one data processor is programmed for maintain-
ing a file system in the data storage. The file system is built
upon configured slices of the data storage including at least a
first slice of the data storage configured from a first class of
the classes of the data storage and a second slice of the data
storage configured from a second class of the classes of the
data storage. The at least one data processor is also pro-
grammed for allocating file system blocks of the data storage
to at least one file in the file system based on the storage class
of the file system blocks in accordance with at least one
storage allocation policy.

In accordance with yet another aspect, the invention pro-
vides a file server including data storage and at least one data
processor. The data storage includes different classes of the
data storage. Each class of the data storage has respective
performance and cost characteristics for storage and retrieval
of data. The at least one data processor is coupled to the data
storage for accessing the different classes of the data storage.
The at least one data processor is programmed for maintain-
ing a file system in the data storage. The file system is built
upon configured slices of the data storage including at least a
first slice of the data storage configured from a first class of
the classes of the data storage and a second slice of the data
storage configured from a second class of the classes of the
data storage. The at least one data processor is programmed
for reorganizing the file system by migrating data of file
system blocks of the file system in the first class of the data
storage to file system blocks of the file system in the second
class of the data storage in accordance with a migration policy
based on storage class.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Additional features and advantages of the invention will be
described below with reference to the drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a data processing system
including multiple clients and a network file server;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing further details of the
network file server in the data processing system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a conventional organi-
zation of physical storage in one file system;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a conventional organi-
zation of storage for iSCSI LUNS;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing a new file server storage
architecture including a sparse metavolume and a container
file system built on the sparse metavolume for containing a
production file system or an iSCSI LUN, and snapshot copies
of the production file system or iSCSI LUN;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a slice mark introduced in FIG.
5;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a control station and a data
mover showing data structures for allocation of configured
slices of storage;

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing a specific mapping of
cylinder groups in a container file system to slices in the
logical extent of a sparse metavolume;

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing components of cylinder
groups of a container file system;

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing information encoded
into a block number field in a container file system;
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FIG. 11 is a block diagram of per-block metadata for a file
system block in a container file system;

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of a slice map for a sparse
metavolume;

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a primary superblock of a
metavolume;

FIG. 14 is a block diagram of mapped-in-memory portions
of an on-disk slice map and block metadata;

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of in-core data structures for a
sparse metavolume and a container file system built upon the
sparse metavolume;

FIG. 16 is a block diagram of a relocatable inode file for a
container file system;

FIG. 17 is a flowchart of a procedure for using the relocat-
able inode file during lookup of an inode in a container file
system;

FIG. 18 is a flowchart of a procedure for implicitly creating
a sparse metavolume and a container file system built on the
sparse metavolume when a client requests creation of an
iSCSI LUN;

FIG. 19 is a flowchart of a procedure for implicitly creating
a sparse metavolume and a container file system built on the
sparse metavolume when a client requests creation of a pro-
duction file system;

FIG. 20 is a block diagram showing various kinds of stor-
age provided by a cached disk array and attached backup
storage devices;

FIG. 21 is a flowchart showing a container file system
lifecycle;

FIG. 22 is a state transition diagram for a container file for
a production file system or iISCSI LUN;

FIG. 23 is a flowchart of a procedure for container file
system space reclamation;

FIGS. 24, 25 and 26 together comprise a flowchart of a
procedure for allocation of a block to a container file system;

FIG. 27 is a state transition diagram for a slice in the logical
extent of a sparse metavolume;

FIG. 28 is a block diagram of a storage reorganizer;

FIG. 29 is a state transition diagram for the storage reor-
ganizer of FIG. 28,

FIGS. 30, 31 and 32 together comprise a flowchart of the
lifecycle of per-block metadata in a container file system;

FIGS. 33 and 34 together comprise a flowchart of steps in
a file system check utility using various error detection and
recovery features of a container file system;

FIG. 35 shows a doubly-linked version chain of container
files in a container file system;

FIG. 36 shows data structures and threads used during a
first phase of file checking by the file system check utility
introduced in FIGS. 33 and 34;

FIGS. 37 and 38 together comprise a flowchart of a first
phase of file checking and a second phase of directory vali-
dation by the file system check utility;

FIG. 39 shows data structures and threads used during the
second phase of directory validation by the file system check
utility;

FIG. 40 shows programming objects in the container file
systems layer and in the sparse metavolumes layer of pro-
gramming of the data mover of FIG. 2;

FIG. 41 shows program modules in the common block
virtualization (CBV) API library of FIG. 40;

FIG. 42 is a state transition diagram for an exchange for a
“map for read” API call from a client to the CBV API library;

FIG. 43 is a state transition diagram for a sparse volume
managed object introduced in FIG. 40;

FIG. 44 shows a state transition diagram for a sparse vol-
ume data object introduced in FIG. 40;
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FIGS. 45 and 46 together comprise a flowchart of an
exchange for creating a container file system;

FIGS. 47 and 48 together comprise a flowchart of an
exchange for mounting a container file system;

FIGS. 49 and 50 together comprise a flowchart of an
exchange for recovering a sparse volume in-core;

FIGS. 51 and 52 together comprise a flowchart of an
exchange for adding a configured slice of storage to a con-
tainer file system;

FIG. 53 is a flowchart of an exchange for extending a
container file system;

FIGS. 54 and 55 together comprise a flowchart of an
exchange for releasing a slice form a container file system;

FIG. 56 is a flowchart of an exchange for unmounting a
container file system;

FIGS. 57 and 58 together comprise a flowchart of an
exchange for cleanup of a sparse volume from memory;

FIGS. 59 and 60 together comprise a flowchart of an
exchange for deleting a container file system;

FIGS. 61 and 62 together comprise a flowchart of an
exchange for performing a read or write upon a sparse vol-
ume; and

FIGS. 63 and 64 together comprise a flowchart of an
exchange for getting mapping information for performing a
direct read or write to the cached disk array.

While the invention is susceptible to various modifications
and alternative forms, a specific embodiment thereof has been
shown in the drawings and will be described in detail. It
should be understood, however, that it is not intended to limit
the invention to the particular form shown, but on the con-
trary, the intention is to cover all modifications, equivalents,
and alternatives falling within the scope of the invention as
defined by the appended claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

1. High-level Architecture of a Multi-Protocol
Network File Server

FIG. 1 shows an Internet Protocol (IP) network 20 includ-
ing a multi-protocol network file server 21 and multiple cli-
ents 23, 24, 25. The network file server 21, for example, has
multiple data mover computers 26, 27, 28 for moving data
between the IP network 20 and a cached disk array 29. The
network file server 21 also has a control station 30 connected
via a dedicated dual-redundant data link 31 among the data
movers for configuring the data movers and the cached disk
array 29.

Further details regarding the network file server 21 are
found in Vahalia et al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,893,140, incorporated
herein by reference, and Xu et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,324,581,
issued Nov. 27, 2001, incorporated herein by reference. The
network file server 21 is managed as a dedicated network

appliance, integrated with popular network operating sys- 33

tems in a way, which, other than its superior performance, is
transparent to the end user. The clustering of the data movers
26, 27, and 28 as a front end to the cached disk array 29
provides parallelism and scalability. Each of the data movers
26, 27, 28 is a high-end commodity computer, providing the
highest performance appropriate for a data mover at the low-
est cost. The data mover computers 26, 27, 28 may commu-
nicate with the other network devices using standard file
access protocols such as the Network File System (NFS) or
the Common Internet File System (CIFS) protocols, but the
data mover computers do not necessarily employ standard
operating systems. For example, the network file server 21 is
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programmed with a Unix-based file system that has been
adapted for rapid file access and streaming of data between
the cached disk array 29 and the data network 20 by any one
of the data mover computers 26, 27, 28.

FIG. 2 shows software modules in the data mover 26 intro-
duced in FIG. 1. The data mover has a Network File System
(NFS) module 40 for supporting communication among the
clients and datamovers of FIG. 1 over the IP network 20 using
the NFS file access protocol, and a Common Internet File
System (CIFS) module 41 for supporting communication
over the IP network using the CIFS file access protocol. The
data mover 26 also has a network block services (NBS) mod-
ule 42 for exporting to the clients logical volumes 56, 57 of
network attached storage in the cached disk array 29. These
logical volumes 56, 57 then become pseudo-disk instances
that appear local to the clients. The clients may then use the
Internet Small Computer Systems Interface (iSCSI) protocol
with the data mover 26 to access these logical volumes as
iSCSI logical unit number (LUNSs), as further described in
Jiang et al., Patent Application Publication US 2004/0059822
Al published Mar. 25, 2004, incorporated herein by refer-
ence. The NBS module has a LUN registry 59 in storage to
provide a mapping of a (target, LUN) specifier in a client
request to the logical storage address of the LUN 56, 57 in the
cached disk array.

The NFS module 40, the CIFS module 41, and the NBS
module 42 are layered over a Common File System (CFS)
module 43, and the CFS module is layered over a Universal
File System (UxFS) module 44. The UxFS module supports
a UNIX-based file system, and the CFS module 43 provides
higher-level functions common to NFS, CIFS, and NBS.

As further described below with reference to FIG. 8, the
data mover 26 provides enhanced decoupling of logical stor-
age from physical storage by storing version sets of an iSCSI
LUN or auser file system in a container file system built upon
a sparse metavolume. A container file systems layer 45 pro-
vides access to the container file systems, and a sparse
metavolumes layer 38 provides access to the sparse metavol-
umes. A common block virtualization library 39 provides an
application interface to the container file systems layer 45 and
the sparse metavolumes layer 37 by translating from asyn-
chronous to synchronous operation and implementing
exchange semantics. The common block virtualization
library 39 also provides utility programs for various features
of the container file systems and the sparse metavolumes in
order to reduce the total cost of ownership of the file server
and enhance data availability and storage scalability. These
features include use of a storage reorganizer 39 for improved
thin provisioning and enhanced data mobility between levels
of tiered storage, more flexible redundant data elimination,
improved fault detection and finer granularity of fault con-
tainment, and seamless integration of common supplemen-
tary storage services 58 for iSCSI LUNs and user file systems,
such as services for backup, recovery, and information life-
cycle management (ILM). For example, the common supple-
mentary storage services 58 use the NFS module40 for access
to the container file systems in a conventional fashion, and
call application program interface (API) routines in the
library 38 for access to unconventional features of the con-
tainer file systems and for control and access to metadata of
the sparse metavolumes 37.

The sparse metavolume layer 37 provides a free mapping
from certain slices of the logical extents of the metavolumes
to configured slices of logical storage in the cached disk array
29. The configured slices of logical storage are defined by
storage configuration information in a volumedatabase 60 in
the cached disk array 29. The sparse metavolumes layer 37 is
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layered over a SCSI driver 46 and a Fibre-channel protocol
(FCP) driver 47 in order to access the configured slices of
logical storage in the cached disk array 29. The data mover 26
sends storage access requests through a host bus adapter 48
using the SCSI protocol, the iSCSI protocol, or the Fibre-
Channel protocol, depending on the physical link between the
data mover 26 and the cached disk array 29.

A network interface card 49 in the data mover 26 receives
1P data packets from the IP network 20. A TCP/IP module 50
decodes data from the IP data packets for the TCP connection
and stores the data in message buffers 53. For example, the
UXFS layer 44 writes data from the message buffers 53 to a
file system 54 in the cached disk array 29. The UxFS layer 44
also reads data from the file system 54 or a file system cache
51 and copies the data into the message bufters 53 for trans-
mission to the network clients 23, 24, 25.

To maintain the file system 54 in a consistent state during
concurrent writes to a file, the UxFS layer maintains file
system data structures 52 in random access memory of the
data mover 26. To enable recovery of the file system 54 to a
consistent state after a system crash, the UxFS layer writes
file metadata to a log 55 in the cached disk array during the
commit of certain write operations to the file system 54.

The network file server 21 also provides metadata services
to the client 23 so that the client may perform read and write
operations directly to the cached disk array 29 over a data link
22. For example, as described in Vahalia et al. U.S. Pat. No.
6,973,455 issued Dec. 6, 2005, incorporated herein by refer-
ence, the client 23 sends to the file server 21 at least one
request for access to a file. In response, the file server 21
grants a lock to the client 23, and returns to the client metadata
of the file including information specifying data storage loca-
tions in the cached disk array 29 for storing data of the file.
The client 23 receives the metadata, and uses the metadata to
produce at least one data access command for accessing the
data storage locations in the cached disk array 29. The client
sends the data access command to the cached disk array 29 to
read or write data to the file. For a write operation, the client
23 may modify the metadata. When the client 23 is finished
writing to the file, the client returns any modified metadata to
the file server 21.

2. A Conventional Storage Object Hierarchy in a
Network File Server

FIG. 3 shows a conventional storage object hierarchy in a
network file server. Disk drives 61, 62, 63, 64, and 65 are
arranged in a group to form a redundant array of inexpensive
disks (RAID). The RAID group provides a logical unit num-
ber (LUN) of storage 68. A plurality of such LUNS 67, 68,
and 69 are combined to form a logical volume 70 of storage

having contiguous logical storage addresses. A plurality of 5

such logical volumes 70, 71, and 72 are combined to form a
metavolume 73 of storage having contiguous logical storage
addresses. One client file system 74 is built upon the metavol-
ume 73. The file system 74 is exported to a client via the NFS
or CIFS file access protocol.

FIG. 4 showshow one file system 82 built upon a metavol-
ume 81 has been used to provide a client with network block
services. The file system 82 includes a plurality of files 83, 84,
each providing storage for a respective iSCSI LUN 85, 86
exported to the client. For thin provisioning, the files 83, 84
have been sparse files.

3. Thin Provisioning of a File S Stem and an iSCSI
LUN Through a Common Mechanism

It is desired to provide a common mechanism for thin
provisioning of a production file system or an iSCSI LUN
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exported to a client. As shown in FIG. §, this is done by
providing anew file server architecture including a container
file system 81 built on a sparse metavolume 82 for enhanced
decoupling of logical storage from physical storage and for
providing common supplementary storage services for iSCSI
block access and for NFS or CIFS file system access.

The container file system 81 provides a container for a
version set 83 for one production file system or iSCSI LUN
84. The version set 83 may also include any number of snap-
shotcopies 85 of the production filesystemoriSCSILUN 84.
If the production object 84 is a production file system, then
the version set 83 may also include a UFS log 86 for the
production file system. By including the UFS log in the ver-
sion set, an instantaneous snapshot or backup copy of the UFS
log together with the production file system 84 can be made
without pausing the production file system for flushing the
UFS log prior to making the snapshot or backup copy.
Instead, the UFS log can be flushed into the snapshot or
backup copy anytime after the snapshot copy is made, prior to
or during any restore of the production file system with the
snapshot or backup copy.

The container file system 81 manages storage space among
the production file system or iSCSI LUN and its snapshot
copies 85. Itis possible for the container file system to provide
storage into the hundreds of Terabytes, for supporting thou-
sands or more snapshots of a single production file system or
iSCSI LUN.

The container file system 81 also provides improved fault
containment because it is hosting a single production file
system or iISCSI LUN and its snapshots. In addition to the
container file system data blocks 87, the container file system
81 includes a container file system UFS log 88 and metadata
89 per-block of the container file system for enhanced detec-
tion, isolation, recovery, and reporting of any erroneous or
unstable file system metadata.

For thin provisioning of the container file system 81, the
sparse metavolume 82 has the ability to aggregate a plurality
of N slices of the same size of logical storage space together
into a contiguous logical extent while some of these slices
may or may not be provisioned. A slice-0 at an offset zero in
the logical extent is always provisioned. Each provisioned
slice has a corresponding configured storage slice object 91,
92, 93 that is mapped to a corresponding LUN of physical
storage 94, 95, 96. Each configured storage slice object 91,
92, 93 has a respective slice mark 97, 98, 99 containing
metadata and state information for the provisioned slice, and
a respective area of storage 101, 102, 103 for containing slice
data. For example, the slice mark occupies the first two sec-
tors (of 256 K bytes per sector) of the provisioned LUN of
physical storage, and the slice data occupies the remaining
sectors of the provisioned LUN of physical storage. The slice
data comprise the sectors of storage backing the container file
system.

An initial slice 91, referred to as slice-0, is always provi-
sioned with backing store, so that some of the slice data 101
is available to store metadata and management information
for the sparse metavolume 82 and the container file system 81.
This metadata and management information includes a pri-
mary superblock 104, a slice map 105, and arelocatable inode
file 106. The primary superblock 104 includes metavolume
metadata such as the size of the sparse multivolume and the
constant size of each slice in the sparse metavolume 82. The
slice map 105 indicates whether or not any given slice of the
sparse metavolume is provisioned, and if so, the slice identi-
fier of the configured slice object. The slice identifier identi-
fies asliceoflogical storage configured from the same kind of
storage in the cached disk array.
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The kind of storage backing each slice is indicated by a
particular value of a parameter called the automatic volume
management (AVM) type of the storage. Storage having a
similar group of performance characteristics (such as access
time, bandwidth, and read-write capability) is indicated by
the same value for the AVM type. The slice map 105 includes
the AVM type of each slice provisioned in the metavolume.
The slice map also provides a way of quickly searching for a
free block of storage in a provisioned slice of a given AVM
type in the metavolume.

Thus, the slice map is used forallocating backing storage to
the metavolume for provisioning data blocks to the container
file system, and for reading data from or writing data to the
metavolume or the container file system. In addition, the slice
map is used for deallocating blocks from a slice in a shrink
process, for selecting a slice for deallocation in the shrink
process, for fault detection, and for fault containment.

The shrink process may remove a provisioned slice from
anywhere in the sparse metavolume except slice-0 which may
only be relocated to storage of a different type but which
should be presentat all times during the relocation process. In
a shrink process, statistics maintained in the slice map are
used to determine which provisioned slice should be selected
to have its blocks deallocated, without having to search all of
the cylinder groups of the container file system. When a
provisioned slice is selected for deallocation in accordance
with a configured shrink policy, the storage reorganizer is
invoked to migrate the data of allocated file system blocks to
free file system blocks of other provisioned slices in the
container file system, and to remap the migrated file system
blocks in the cylinder group. After all the data of all of the
container file system blocks have been vacated from the slice,
then the storage slice objectis removed from the sparse meta-
file system and returned to a pool of free slices.

The fault containment logic uses the slice map for marking
slices or cylinder groups which are unstable to prevent any
subsequent access until the object becomes stable again. The
slice map is also used to ensure that the container view of the
sparse metavolume matches the state of the sparse metavol-
ume itself (as indicated in the slice marks of the provisioned
slices). If an inconsistency is found, then it is caught before
further damage is done.

The relocatable inode file 106 is provided for use in con-
nection with the remapping of in-use inodes of the container
file system which belong to a slice that needs to be evacuated.
While remapping these inodes, the inode number initially
assigned to each of these inodes will not change or else it will
defeat the container file system’s directory logic as well as
applications such as NFS which use the inode number within

the file handle. So, as soon as at least one inode is remapped, 3

the relocatable inode file is created, and from then on, any
inode lookup first checks the relocatable inode file to find out
whether an inode is at its original location or whether the
inode has beenremapped. The inode number that this inode is

known by UXFS is used as an index in the file, and if there is 53

no corresponding entry for this number in the file, it means
that this inode has not been remapped and may be found at its
original location. Conversely, if there is an entry for this inode
number in the file, then it will contain the storage location that
this inode number has been remapped to.

FIG. 6 shows the contents of the slice mark 99. The slice
mark includes a field 111 for storing the name of the sparse
metavolume or slice pool that that owns the configured slice
object. The slice mark 99 contains a slice ID 112 that identi-
fies the slice object so that the slice object can be mapped (in
the slice map 105 in FIG. 5) to the logical extent of the sparse
metavolume and also mapped to a LUN of physical storage of
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aparticular AVM type. The slice mark includes a field 113 for
containing an identification (ID) number of the sparse
metavolume or slice pool that owns the provisioned slice
object. The slice mark further includes a field 114 for con-
taining the offset of the provisioned slice on the extent of the
sparse metavolume when the slice is not free. The slice mark
99 further includes a slice state 115 of free, adding, added,
releasing, or replacing.

The slice mark assigned to each slice object of configured
storage is maintained during the lifecycle of the slice to keep
track of the statethat the sliceis meant to be in. The slicemark
is checked for consistency any time that a slice is transitioning
to a different state. Should there be any inconsistencies
between the slice’s state and its slice mark, the action on the
slice is stopped and then appropriate measures are taken
immediately inorder to prevent further damage to the system.

When a sparse metavolume is provisioned with a config-
ured slice object, the configured slice object is taken from a
pool of configured slices having the same size and AVM type,
and when a configured slice object is removed from the sparse
metavolume, the configured slice object is returned to a pool
of configured slices having the same size and AVM type. In a
network file server 21 having a cached disk array, multiple
data movers, and a control station, as shown in FIG. 1, it is
convenient for the control station to configure the slices,
maintain pools of free configured slices of various sizes and
AVM types, and allocate the free slices from the pools to the
data movers.

As shown in FIG. 7, the control station configures each
slice to a logical volume of' storage having the same AVM type
in the cached disk array. The control station also maintains
pools 121 of free slices of the same size and configured from
storage of the same AVM type. For example, the control
station has a free slice pool 121 for AVM type 0, and a free
slicepool122 for AVM type. AVM type 0 is relatively fastand
expensive storage of fibre-channel disk drives, and AVM type
1 is relatively slow and inexpensive storage of Advanced
Technology Attachment (ATA) disk drives. The pool 121 has
a multiplicity of free slice objects 123, 124, 125, and 126 of
the same size, such as one gigabyte. The pool 122 also has a
multiplicity of free slices of the same size, although the size
for the slices in another pool may be different, such as ten
gigabytes.

Initially or when the data mover 26 needs more free slices
for provisioning of slices to a sparse metavolume, the data
mover sends a request for a slice pool to the control station 30.
The request for a slice pool specifies a pool size (such as the
desired number of free slices to include in the pool), a slice
size, and a slice AVM type. The control station grants the
request by allocating a pool of free slices to the data mover
and returning a list or map of the allocated slices in the pool,
and also returning a high water mark and a low water mark.
The low water mark is a recommended numberof'slices in the
data mover’s slice pool under which the data mover should
request more free slices from the control station, and the high
water mark is a recommended number of slices in the data
mover’s slice pool over which the data mover should return
free slices to the control station. For example, in FIG. 7, the
control station 30 has been allocated a slice pool 131 for the
AVM type 0 and aslice pool 132 for the AVM type 2. The slice
pool 131 for the AVM type 0 includes a plurality of slices 133,
134, 135 of the same size.

FIG. 8 shows a relationship between cylinder group stor-
age allocations 141 in the container file system 81 and slice
storageallocations 142 in the sparse metavolume. The logical
extent of the container file system is subdivided into self-
contained cylinder groups of file system blocks. For a given
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container file system, each cylinder group has the same size,
so that the cylinder group size is the granularity of storage
provisioning for the container file system. For example, the
file system block size is 4 kilobytes or 8 kilobytes, and the
cylinder group size is 64 megabytes. At any given time, stor-
age for each cylinder group of the container file is either
allocated or not. If storage for a cylinder group is not allo-
cated, then there is said to be a hole at that location in the
logical extent of the file system. Each provisioned slice of the
sparse metavolume 82 contains a certain multiple of cylinder
groups of the container file system 81. None, some, or all of
the cylinder groups contained in a provisioned slice can be
allocated at any given time. If all of the cylinder groups in a
particular provisioned slice are not allocated, then the slice
can be deallocated, so that a hole will then appear in the
logical extent of the sparse metavolume.

FIG. 9 shows a memory map of the logical extent of the
container file system 81. Each cylinder group (CG) of the
container file system is a respective row in this memory map.
The first cylinder group contains a superblock 151 of con-
tainer file system metadata, a cylinder group header 152, file
system blocks for per-block metadata 153 for the file system
blocks in the cylinder group, inodes 154 of the cylinder group,
file system data blocks 155 for the cylinder group, and a
cylinder group block bitmap 156 for indicating whether ornot
each file system block inthecylinder group is allocated or not.
The second cylinder group has the same format as the first
cylinder group. The alternate superblock 157 of the second
cylinder group is a copy of the superblock 151 of the first
cylinder group. Other cylinder groups have the same format
except they do not have a superblock.

FIG. 10 shows that a few bits in the block number field 160
are reserved for indicating block state. One bit has always
been used to indicate the non-owner status of a block in a
version file. A second bit is reserved to indicate bad block
status, for example upon detection of a media sector error,
duplicate allocation, or other corruption. A third bit is
reserved to indicate that the block is in a relocated extent of
the container file system. A few more bits are reserved for
future use.

FIG. 11 shows the per-block metadata 153 for a file system
block of the cylinder group. The per-block metadata 153
consists of 256 bits for each file system block of the cylinder
group. The per-block metadata includes an inode number 171
of'the file in the container file system including the file system
block, the offset 172 of the block within the file in the con-
tainer file system, a cyclic redundancy check 173 for the
block, and a deduplication hash entry 174 for the block. The
deduplication hash entry, for example, is a pointer to any list
of inode and offsets sharing the block, or else a null or zero
value if the block is not shared. The per-block metadata for
each file system block also includes an internal checksum 170
protecting the integrity of the 256 bits of per-block metadata.

The inode number 171 and offset 172 for the block are 53

updated in the same transaction that updates the allocation
state in the cylinder group block bitmap (156 in FIG. 9). A
block can be in one of three states: allocated, free, orreserved.
A reserved block cannot be allocated or freed. The allocated/
free state is tracked in the block bitmap, and the reserved state
is implicit in the block number. For debugging purposes,
additional special states can be recorded in the owner inode
field 171 for free and reserved blocks.

A new field in the cylinder group superblock (151 in FIG.
9) records the object types whose checksums are recorded in
the pre-block metadata. For example, checksums are most
important for indirect blocks and slicemap blocks. When
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used, the cyclic redundancy check is updated in synchroniza-
tion with updating of the file system block.

The per-block metadata 153 is not directly accessible to a
network client, and instead it is implicitly accessed in the
process of a file system operation that makes use of the
cylinder group or block contents. For example, the process of
allocating or freeing a block of the cylinder group validates
and updates block metadata owner state. A process of allo-
cating a new pointer in an indirect block updates the block
metadata checksum for the indirect block, and adding or
removing a slice updates the checksum on the slicemap block.

FIG. 12 shows the slice map 105. The slicemap includes a
slice attributes structure 175 for each slice of backing store
allocated to the container file system. The state of each slice of
the sparse metavolume is either absent, evacuating, normal,
or reserved, and if the slice is not absent, then they slicemap
indicates the slice ID of the configured slice object, the AVM
type of the configured slice object, the number of allocated
blocks in the configured slice object, and a bitmap denoting
which cylinder groups in the slice have free space. The
slicemap also includes “has blocks” bitmaps 176 indicating
the slice attributes location having available blocks of back-
ing store of a given AVM type.

In a preferred implementation, the slice attributes struc-
tures 175 and the “has blocks” bitmaps 176 are designed as
lookup tables for efficient paging from disk into memory. The
slice attributes structures for all slices (absent or not) are
stored on disk as a contiguous sequence, with the attributes
for each slice aligned on a 2**N byte boundary.

The “has blocks” bitmaps 176 shadow the file system
blocks that contain the slice attributes structures. There is a
segment in the sequence of bitmaps for each AVM type poten-
tially provisioned in the sparse metavolume. In effect, the
sequence of bitmaps is a two-dimensional array of bits, has-
Blocks[NAVM, NSAB], where NAVM is the number of the
AVM type that the container file system can support, and
NSAB is the number of file system blocks of slice attributes
structures in the container file system. hasBlocks[q, b] is true
if and only if the specified file system block=b contains a slice
attributes structure for a provisioned slice having available
storage blocks of the specified AVM type=q. Maintaining this
compact representation helps allocation by allowing it to
locate free provisioned storage space without much search-
ing.

As shown in FIG. 13, the primary superblock (104 in FIG.
5) contains the slice size 177 of the sparse metavolume, a
version number 178 of the sparse metavolume, and for each
AVM type, a count 179 of the number of slice attributes
blocks having an allocated slice of backing store having free
blocks.

As shown in FIG. 14, the mapped-in-memory portions 144
of the on-disk slice map and block metadata includes a static
leastrecently used (LRU) managed hash table 145 containing
buffer hints and pointers to slice attributes and “has blocks”
buffers, slice attributes buffers 146 including active and com-
mitted copies, “has blocks” buftfers 147 including active and
committed copies, block metadata buffers 148 including
active and committed copies, and buffer mutexes 149 for
serializing access to the buffers or ranges of entries in the
buffers. The buffers are managed in active/committed pairs
for transactional consistency. The active buffer is maintained
while an operation is in progress, and changes are written to
the committed buffer, which is held until a sync thread writes
it to disk. The buffer hints facilitate re-reading of the active
buffers.

FIG. 15 shows a more specific format for the slice-0 cyl-
inder group 0 disk layout. The disk layout includes a boot
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block 181, a primary superblock 182, an alternate superblock
183, a cylinder group header 184, per-block metadata blocks
185, inode blocks 186, “has block™ bitmap blocks (treated as
data blocks of the container file system), slice attributes
blocks 188 (treated as data blocks of the container file sys-
tem), and remaining data blocks 189 of the container file
system.

FIG. 16 shows a specific format for the relocatable inode
file 106. Each record in the file includes an old inode number
and an associated new inode number. The old inode number is
a primary key for searching of the records in the file.

FIG. 17 shows how the relocatable inode file 106 is used for
an inode lookup given a specified inode number. In a first step
191, if the relocatable inode file exists, then execution con-
tinues to step 192. In step 192, the relocatable inode file is
searched for arecord having the specified inode number as the
old inode number in the record. If such a record is found, then
execution continues from step 193 to step 194. In step 194, the
new inode number associated with the specified inode num-
ber is read from the record having the specified inode number
as the old inode number in the record. In step 195, the new
inode number from the file is used to lookup the inode, and
execution returns.

In step 191, if the relocatable inode file does not exist, then
execution branches to step 196 to use the specified inode
number to lookup the inode, and execution returns. In step
193, if the specified inode number is not found in the file as an
old inode number, then execution branches to step 196 to use
the specified inode number to lookup the inode, and execution
returns.

4. Implicit Container Per Version Set

As described above with respect to FIG. §, a container file
system 81 contains a version set including a production file
system or iSCSI LUN 84 and snapshot copies 85 of the
production file system or iSCSI LUN. Using a container file
system enables all of the file system features for end user
objects including production file systems block LUNs. By
implicitly creating one container file system for each produc-
tion file system or iSCSI LUN, it is possible to hide the
management of the container file system from the client or
end user. The creation of snapshot copies in the container file
system can also be hidden from the client or end user. The
management of the container file system and the underlying
sparse metavolume can also automatically provision the pro-
duction file system or iSCSI LUN with storage of an appro-
priate AVM type as needed in accordance with configured
storage policies and usage history or express desire of a
particular client.

The one-to-one mapping between the production file sys-
tem or iSCSI LUN and its container file system and sparse
metavolume also improves fault containment so that corrup-
tion of one client’s production file system is less likely to

extend to another client’s production file system, and access 533

to one clients’ production file system or LUN is less likely to
be disrupted by recovery of another clients’ production file
system or LUN.

FIG. 18 shows how the container file systems and sparse
metavolumes program layers (45 and 37 in FIG. 2) are called
by the NBS module (42 in FIG. 2) to implicitly create a sparse
metavolume and a container file system when a client
requests the NBS nodule to create an iSCSI LUN having a
specified size. In a first step 201, the sparse metavolumes
layer implicitly (i.e., without an explicit request from the
client) creates a sparse metavolume having a logical extent of
a sufficient size for the iISCSILUN and any desired number of
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snapshot copies of the iISCSI LUN. In step 202, the container
file systems layer implicitly creates a container file system on
the sparse metavolume. Instep 203, the container file systems
layer implicitly creates a file in the container file system
having some attributes of the iSCSILUN (such as the client as
owner and file type as LUN container) and having a logical
extent providing logical storage for the iISCSI LUN. Physical
storage for the file containing the iSCSI LUN is provisioned
or not at this time in accordance with a configured policy as
overridden by any explicit request from the client. In step 204,
the NBS module creates the iSCSI LUN by recording the file
in the network block services registry (59 in FIG. 2) as being
a container for an iSCSI LUN for the client. In step 205, the
NBS module returns to the client an acknowledgement that
the iSCSI LUN has been created, and the procedure is fin-
ished.

FIG. 19 shows how the container file systems and sparse
metavolumes program layers (45 and 37 in FIG. 2) are called
by the UxFS module (44 in FIG. 2) to implicitly create a
sparse metavolume and a container file system when a client
requests the UXFS module to create a production file system.
In a first step 211, the sparse metavolumes layer implicitly
creates a sparse metavolume having a logical extent of a
sufficient size for the production file system and any desired
number of snapshot copies of the production file system. In
step 212, the container file systems layer implicitly creates a
container file system on the sparse metavolume. In step 213,
the container file systems layer implicitly creates a file in the
container file system having some attributes of the production
file system (such as the client as owner and file type as file
system container) and having a logical extent providing logi-
cal storage for the production file system. Physicalstorage for
the file containing the production file systemis provisioned or
not at this time in accordance with a configured policy as
overridden by any explicit request from the client. In step 214,
the UxFS module creates the production file system in the
logical extent of the file in the container file system. In step
215, the UxFS module returns to the client an acknowledge-
ment that the production file system has been created, and the
procedure is finished.

S. Tiering Storage Between Multiple Classes of
Storage on the Same Container File System

The ability to provision the sparse metavolume with slices
of different AVM type provides a mechanism for storage
tiering using file system awareness of storage class to provide
convenient policy based migration of objects contained in the
file system fromoneclass of storage to another. The contained
objects can be an iSCSI LUN, a production file system, or
snapshot copies of these objects. The slice map stores the
AVM type of each slice in the container file system itself. The
storage reorganizer determines which slices should be
migrated based on policy. For example, for storage tiering, the
following policies can be used: (a) move snapshots off the
class of storage of the production object and onto a different
class of storage; (b) direct new writes to a specified class of
storage; or (c) writes targeting a particular storage object are
targeted to a particular type of storage slice.

The tiering of storage for one container file system can use
differentclasses of storage in a more costeffectivemanner as
the service level expectations change during the lifetime of a
data object. This tiering of storage enables data to be migrated
from one class of storage to another while read and write
access is maintained in order to move the data objectto aclass
of storage that is more cost effective for the required level of
performance. A different class of storage can become more
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cost effective because the required service level of the data
object typically decreases as a dataobject approaches the end
of its active lifetime. A different class of storage can also
become more costeffective because improvements in storage
technology have been making new classes of storage com-
mercially available for expansion or replacement of storage in
existing file servers.

FIG. 20 shows different classes of storage in the cached
disk array 61 and associated backup storage systems. The
cached disk array 61 includes a random-access cache
memory 221, solid-state storage 222 emulating disk storage
(SSD), Fibre-Channel disk drives 223, and advanced technol-
ogy (ATA) disk drives. Thus, the AVM type could designate a
tier in the storage hierarchy such as AVM=0 for slices pinned
in the cache 221, AVM=1 for slices stored in the solid-state
disk 122, AVM=3 for slices stored in the Fibre-Channel disk,
and AVM=4 for slices stored in the ATA disk drives. A higher
AVM type indicates a decrease in performance and also a
decrease in the cost of storage.

Performance and cost, however, are not the sole character-
istics of storage relevant to policy based data migration. For
example, disk drives with a relatively slow seek time and no
on-board cache but relatively high bandwidth might be
entirely suitable for data streaming applications such as
video-on-demand, but unsuitable for random access applica-
tions such as storage and retrieval of business enterprise docu-
ments.

A variety of mass storage devices are available for backup
storage. Some of these devices are rather inexpensive but
have a limited re-write capability. For example, FIG. 20
shows that the cached disk array 61 is attached to a tape unit
225 having a tape cassette drive 226 and tape cassettes 227.
Such tape library units have traditionally been used for all
kinds of backup applications. The cached disk array 61 is also
attached to a compact disk (CD) juke-box 228 including
read-write optical disks (CD-RW) 230 and write-once read-
many (WORM) optical disks (CD-R) 231. By assigning a
particular value of the AVM type parameter to each type of
backup storage media, it is possible for the storage reorga-
nizer to perform policy-based archiving of storage objects
such as snapshot copies from a container file system to a class
of backup storage most suited to the desired degree of per-
manence of the backup.

FIG. 21 shows the typical lifecycle of a container file
system. In a first step 241, the container file system is created.
A slice-0 for the container file system is allocated, and slice
attributes and “has blocks” on-disk structures are instantiated.
In step 242, the container file system is mounted. The slice

attributes and “has blocks” in-core structures are instantiated 3

from their respective on-disk structures.

In step 243, the container file system is expanded, as data is
written to a production file system or iSCSI LUN in the
container file system, and as snapshot copies of the produc-

tion file system or iSCSI LUN are created. Unprovisioned 53

slices in the underlying sparse metavolume are selected and
provisioned with backing store. When a slice has been pro-
visioned, the state of the slice changes to normal. Slice
attributes, “has blocks,” and block metadata are updated.

In step 244, the container file system is shrunk, typically in
response to deletion of snapshot copies or in preparation for
deletion of the container file system when the production file
system or iSCSI LUN (and its snapshot copies, if any) are
deleted. Slices having the state of “normal” are marked for
evacuation using a common block virtualization API. The
storage reorganizer consolidates slices by moving allocated
blocks to slices with sufficient space. Evacuated slices are set
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to absent after the block copy, and slice attributes, “has
blocks,” and block metadata are updated.

In step 245, the container file system is unmounted and
then deleted. Any evacuating and normal slices other than
slice-0 are returned to their respective slice pools of the data
mover. Then in-core structures are deallocated, and slice-0 is
returned to its slice pool of the data mover. At this time the life
of the container file system has ended.

FIG. 22 shows a state transition diagram for the container
file (84 in FIG. 5) of a production file system or iSCSI LUN.
During the creation of the production file system, file system
blocks are allocated to the container file during a state 251 of
creating a mapped access. When the container file has been
created, but before making any snapshotcopy of the container
file, the container file is in a direct mapped state 252.

When a snapshot copy of the production file system or
iSCSI LUN is made, the mapping for access to blocks in the
file becomes more complex, because blocks become shared
with the production file system or iSCSI LUN and its snap-
shot copy. Therefore, the state of container file changes to a
mapped access state 253. In a preferred implementation, the
snapshot copy method is “write somewhere else” for the first
write since the snapshot at the level of the file (84 in FIG. §)
containing the production file system or iISCSI LUN. There-
fore, once this container file has been snapped and the snap-
shot copy is to be maintained, a first write to a block in the
containerfile is made to a newly allocated block if the existing
block in the container file is indicated as shared. For example,
the “version file non-owner status” bit in the block number
field (160 in FIG. 10) of the inode or indirect block that points
to the block indicates whether or not a first write has occurred
to the block. The newly allocated block is selected from the
set of blocks indicated as free in a cylinder group block
bitmap for the container file system (e.g., 156 in FIG. 9).

Typically the likelihood of access to a snapshot copy
decreases with the age of the snapshot copy so that it is
desirable to migrate the block to storage of a different AVM
type having a lower cost and lower performance. Eventually
the snapshot copy is deleted, with or without migration of the
snapshotcopy to backup storage media such as magnetic tape
or optical compact disk prior to deletion. Once a block is no
longer included inany snapshot copy, the block becomes free,
and can be used as a newly allocated block for the production
file system or iSCSI LUN.

Often all of the snapshot copies of the production file
system or iSCSI LUN are deleted, without deleting the pro-
duction file system or iISCSI LUN, for example, after migrat-
ing the snapshot copies to archival storage. In this situation,
the state of the container file can be changed back to direct
mapped 252. However, the deletion of all of the snapshot
copies tends to cause a high level of defragmentation of the
storage allocated to the container file system. Therefore,
before reaching the “direct mapped” state, the container file is
kept in a mapped access-reorganizing state 254 in which the
storage reorganizer performs a defragmentation and space
reclamation process of selecting configured slice objects to be
removed and migrating blocks from the configured slice
objects to be removed to configured slice objects to be kept.
This defragmentation and space reclamation process can also
be used whenever one or more snapshot copies are deleted,
whenever a file is truncated, or at periodic intervals when the
file server is lightly loaded by client activity.

FIG. 23 shows the container file system space reclamation
process. In afirststep 261, a slice to remove is identified, and
new allocations to the cylinder groups in this slice are
stopped. (The minimum size for the space reclamation is the
slice size.) In step 262, the storage reorganizer moves blocks
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out of the affected cylinder groups. The storage reorganizer
copies the contents of each block in the slice to be removed to
a newly allocated block in another provisioned slice. The
storage reorganizer updates file metadata (i.e., inode, indirect
block, etc.) for affected files with the new block numbers. In
step 263, once the affected cylinder groups are empty, the
cylinder groups are changed from a state of read-only to
inactive as the cylinder groups are removed from the con-
tainer file system. Finally, in step 264, the slice is removed
from the sparse metavolume, and returned to the data mover
slice pool.

FIGS. 24, 25, and 26 show the process of selecting and
allocating a block of a container file system. In addition to
space reclamation, this process is used when allocating
blocks for creating a new file or extending a file. At any given
time, there is a current cylinder group in a current slice from
which an attempt is made to allocate new blocks. The process
begins by gathering information about the current slice, the
current cylinder group in the slice, and free blocks in the
current cylinder group. In a first step 271, the in-memory slice
attributes structure is accessed to determine whether or not
the slice map for the current cylinder group is in memory. If
not, then execution branches to step 272 to read the slice
attributes from disk and bring them into memory. Once the
slice attributes are in memory, execution continues from step
271 or step 272 to step 273.

Instep 273, if block metadata for the current cylinder group
is not in memory, then execution branches to step 274 to read
the block metadata from disk and put it in memory. Once the
block metadata is in memory, execution continues from step
273 or step 274 to step 275. In step 275, if the sparse bitmap
for the current cylinder group is not in memory, then execu-
tion branches to step 276 to read the sparse bitmap for the
current cylinder group and put it in memory. Once the cylin-
der group sparse bitmap is in memory, execution continues to
step 277.

In step 277, if the cylinder group sparse bitmap indicates
that there are no free blocks in the cylinder group, then execu-
tion branches to step 278 to choose another cylinder group
from the same slice. Another cylinder group from the same
slice should have a free block if the slice has a free block, in
whichcaseexecution loops fromstep 279 back to step271 to
get the slice attributes, block metadata, and cylinder group
sparse bitmap for another cylinder group of the current slice.
If the slice does not have a free block, then another slice is
selected, as further described below with reference to FIG.
26.

In step 277, once a cylinder group has been found having
free blocks, execution continues from step 277 to step 281 of
FIG. 25. In step 281, the in-memory cylinder group sparse
bitmap is locked, and in step 282, a block from the cylinder
group is allocated, and the cylinder group sparse bitmap is
updated. In step 283, the in-memory slice attributes for the
cylinder group are locked, and in step 284, summary infor-

mation is updated in the in-memory slice attributes for the 53

cylinder group. In step 285, the in-memory block metadata
for the cylinder group is locked, and in step 286, the “has
blocks” bitmap and the block metadata is updated. After step
286, execution returns with a block from the cylinder group
being allocated. The locks on the on the in-memory slice
attributes, has blocks, and block metadata buffers are released
when sync threads clean the buffers by logging changes in a
UFS log transaction and writing the changes to the corre-
sponding on-disk structures.

In step 279 of FIG. 24, if the current slice has no free
blocks, then execution continues to step 291 of FIG. 26 to
pick another cylinder group from a next mapped slice in the
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logical extent of the container file system. If the slice has a
free block, then in step 292, execution loops back to step 271
of FIG. 24. If the slice does not have any free blocks, then
execution continues from step 292 to step 293 to pick another
slice with a free block from the “has blocks” bitmap. In step
294, if a slice is found with a free block, then execution loops
back to step 271 of FIG. 24. It no slice having a free block is
found in the “has blocks” bitmap, then execution continues
from step 294 to step 295 to iterate over all slices in the
container file system looking for unprovisioned slices and to
provision a slice once an unprovisioned slice is found. In step
296, it a slice is found with a free block, then execution loops
back to step 271 of FIG. 24. Otherwise, the file system is full
and execution returns an error indicating that the block allo-
cation process has failed.

FIG. 27 shows a state transition diagram for a slice of a
sparse metavolume. A slice of a sparse metavolume has an
absent state 301, a normal state 302, or an evacuating state
303. Upon creation of asparsemetavolume for acontainerfile
system, only the provisioned slices are marked “normal.”
Unless otherwise specified, a sparse metavolume is only pro-
visioned with its slice-0 upon creation. Unprovisionedslices,
which constitute holes in the sparse metavolume, are marked
“absent.” As slices of the sparse metavolume are provisioned,
they are marked “normal.” A client may invoke a common
bloc virtual (CBV) “add slice” API to provision an absent
slice. The container file systems layer may start allocating
blocks from the cylinder groups of the newly provisioned
slice after initializing the cylinder groups and updating rel-
evant block metadata, slice attributes, and “has blocks”
entries.

To shrink a container file system, data blocks are trans-
ferred from some evacuating slices to other slices of the file
system. The evacuation process can be aborted if new client
1/O is performed on the evacuating slices. In this case, the
client may invoke a CBV “unmark slices for evacuation” API
to reset a slice state to normal. The storage reorganizer evacu-
ates any slices marked for evacuation. After the storage reor-
ganizer successfully completes the evacuation process, it
invokes the CBV “release slice” API, which marks the slice
“absent.”

FIG. 28 shows the storage reorganizer 39. The storage
reorganizer includes a system management framework 311
providing a set of interfaces to the CBV API library, the
container file systems layer, and the sparse metavolumes
layer. The system management framework 311 receives
explicit requests for storage reorganization from the CBV
API library, and also receives policies for automatic storage
reorganization from the CBV API library. The system man-
agement framework is responsive to state changes resulting
from actions of the container file systems layer and the sparse
metavolumes layer in order to implement the policies for
automatic storage reorganization.

In order to provide some independence from the actions of
the container file systems layer and the sparse metavolumes
layer, the systems management framework maintains it own
in-memory data structures 312 of information that the storage
reorganizer needs for determining the reorganization tasks to
perform. The in-memory data structures 312 include shrink
policies 313, a list 314 of slices to be released, a list 315 of
blocks that belong to the slice being vacated, a list 316 of
inodes having allocated blocks from the slice being vacated,
and a destination list of blocks 317. The reorganization tasks
are performed by respective program routines including pro-
gram routines for slice selection 318, slice marking 319, data
relocation 320, space reclamation 321, integrity checking
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322, and coordination 323 to avoid conflict with operations of
the container file systems layer and the sparse metavolumes
layer.

FIG. 29 shows state transitions of the storage reorganizer.
Reorganization of storage for a container file system begins
with an initialization state 331 in response to an explicit call
or upon detection of an event or condition triggering reorga-
nization in accordance with a shrink policy (313 in FIG. 28)
in memory (312 in FIG. 28). In the initialization state,
resources are sought for the reorganization process (such as
the lists 314) including slice selection (318 in FIG. 28) to
obtain an identification of at least one provisioned slice to
released, resulting in alist of slices to be released (314 in FIG.
28).

Once resources are obtained, a next slice is processed in a
state 332 by accessing cylinder group bitmaps of cylinder
groups in this next slice to obtain a list of blocks that belong
to the slice being vacated (315 in FIG. 28), and reverse map-
ping these blocks to the inodes by accessing the per-block
metadata for the cylinder groups in this slice to obtain a list of
inodes having allocated blocks from the slice (316 in FIG.
28).

Once the blocks in the slice have been mapped to inodes,
data relocation (320 in FIG. 28) occurs in state 333 by copy-
ing data from the old blocks in the storage of the slice to newly
allocated blocks in another provisioned slice, and substituting
the block numbers of the new blocks for the block number of
the old blocks in the inodes or indirect blocks containing the
block numbers of the old blocks. (The newly allocated blocks
are indicated in the destination list 317 of blocks in FIG. 28.)
When a block is being relocated, the “relocated extent” bit in
the block number field (FIG. 10) is set so that the container file
systems layer will hold off any writes to the block until the
relocation of the block is finished. Therefore, client access to
ablock is blocked only when a block is actually being copied.
The storage reorganizer calls a CBV API to do the copying of
the block data from the source storage device of the slice
being vacated to a destination storage device without a read-
write cycle.

Once the slice has become empty by the data relocation,
slice release is triggered in state 334. The system manage-
ment framework (311 in FIG. 28) communicates with the
sparse metavolumes layer to remove a specified slice from the
volume structure and to relocate slice-0 if needed. Once slice
release has been initiated, the next slice is processed in state
332. If there are no more slices to be released, then a cleanup
state occurs 335 and execution returns.

During the initialization state 331, the next slice processing

state 332, or the block relocation state 333, it is possible for :

the storage reorganizer to receive an abort request. In this
case, an abort processing state 336 occurs, and once the
operation is aborted, the cleanup and exit state 335 occurs. If
an error is found during the processing of the next slice in state

332 or during the relocation of blocks from the slice in state 33

333, then an error recovery sate 337 occurs, and once recov-
ery is initiated, the abort processing state 336 occurs.

The slice selection routine (318 in FIG. 28) may use vari-
ous policies for choosing the slices to release. The logical
“closeness” of the provisioned slices in the logical extent of
the sparse metavolume is not a valid criterion for selecting a
slice to be released, because the logical closeness is freely
selectable by the logical-to-physical storage mapping of the
slices that is performed by the sparse metavolumes layer. The
default policy is to use the occupation of the slice. For
example, the storage reorganizer chooses the least occupied
slices and marks them for release.
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Another relocation policy is to use the type of storage, as
indicated in the slice map by the AVM type for each provi-
sioned slice. For example, for relocating storage from a
source tier to a destination tier, a source AVM type value is
specified and a destination AVM type value is specified in a
relocation request to the storage reorganizer. The relocation
policy could also specify other conditions for automatically
triggering the reorganization at some future time, such as an
age limit for a snapshot copy to be retained in the storage of
the source AVM type.

Another relocation policy is to use a specific storage device
onwhich the slice is located. Forexample, it may be desirable
to evacuate some old disk drives to replace them with new
disk drives having a higher storage capacity or increased
performance. By using policy based reorganization, specific
storage devices can be evacuated during the snapshot copy
lifecycle, so that there will be no noticeable loss of perfor-
mance of the file server during the copying of data out of the
disk drives to be removed. The storage devices to be removed
are reverse mapped to provisioned slices configured from the
storage devices, and then these provisioned slices are marked
for evacuation.

It is possible that when storage is to be reorganized, more
than one slice has been chosen and marked for release. When

5 this occurs, an additional policy for space release is used for

governing how the slices marked for release are evacuated. If
the only reason for the storage reorganization is to avoid
defragmentation, then the blocks to copy from the slices
should be chosen to avoid fragmentation as much as possible,
even at the cost of releasing slices slowly. For example, the
additional policy should be to evacuate blocks from the same
inode that are spread across more of the slices to be evacuated,
in order to copy the data for this same inode to new blocks in
the same provisioned slice not marked for evacuation.

If the reason for the storage reorganization policy is for
relocation to move the datato a different AVM type of storage
for a savings of cost or an increase in performance, then the
additional policy should be to release slices as soon as pos-
sible, even at the cost of some fragmentation. According to
this policy, one slice will be completely vacated before
another will be processed. As a result, it is likely that some
blocks allocated to the inode from the next slice will be
relocated at a later time. The outcome can be that two sets of
source blocks were from adjacent slices before relocation but
are located in slices that are adjacent after relocation.

6. Self Healing File System

The container file system, as described above, provides a
mechanism for detecting and containing faults within the
contained objects and permits recovery from corruptions
without having to bring down the container file system or the
file server. Early detection of corruption contains or limits the
extent of the damage, and smart isolation of faults at the
contained object level improves data availability by con-
straining the access to the corrupted part of the object. Inplace
recovery ensures that the corruption is repaired on the fly
without having to bring down the container file system and
therefore improves data availability.

The container file system is equipped with file block check-
sums and regenerative metadata infrastructure for improving
the depth of recovery and minimizing data loss. The container
file system also provides fault isolation for elimination of
induced file server panics in order to improve service and data
availability. Moreover, the container file system proactively
detects and contains faults, errors, and corruptions, and does
in place, online, and non-intrusive recovery.
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The container file system provides early detection of vari-
ous kinds of faults and errors, including but not limited to
metadata inconsistency, silent on disk corruptions, in core
memory corruptions, and file system level runtime dead
locks. In particular, the container file system detects corrup-
tions of the sparse map of the file system, cylinder group
overhead (headers, bitmaps, etc), individual inodes, indirect
blocks, and other extended metadata structures like access
control lists (ACL) and quotas. The detection of such object
level corruption is enabled by an object cyclic redundancy
code (CRC) checksum and a compound block level CRC for
tracking block level corruptions. The CRC for these objects
and the contained blocks (along with other objects) are
checked at various times throughout the life cycle, such as
when reading the object from disk, and when updating the
object in memory.

Automatic recovery from corruption of a contained object
includes regeneration of metadata of the object. The container
file system can recover the slice map (from the volume data-
base and the cylinder group map), cylinder groups (from the
block metadata, used inodes) partial inodes (from block meta-
data) and indirect blocks (from block metadata). To support
error detection and metadata regeneration, the container file
system maintains the per-block metadata (153 in FIG. 11).
The cylinder group maintains the per-block metadata for the
blocks that it owns. The file system populates the per-block
block metadata as and when a block is allocated—either for
an indirect block or any other metadata block. As and when
the metadata objects contained within the block are updated,
the CRC for that block is atomically updated and committed
to disk. The CRC stored in the per-block metadata is com-
puted and checked at various ‘check-points’ in the life cycle
of the objects contained within the block. In addition to vali-
dating the object integrity in-place (at the time when it is
referred to), the file system also runs background scrubber
processes that proactively run integrity checks on the cached
and on-disk file system objects using the per-block metadata.

FIGS. 30-32 show the life cycle of a per-block metadata
(BMD) object (153 in FIG. 11). In a first step 341 of FIG. 30,
the BMD object is initialized during the task of making the
container file system. The owner inode and offset of the file
system block are initialized in the BMD for any file system
block allocated to an inode. Otherwise, each file system block
is either free or reserved. The CRC checksum is computed if
it is defined to be on in the superblock; otherwise, the check-
sum is marked as “non-trusted.” In step 342, for all operations
using the BMD, the BMD’s own internal checksum is
checked against the contents of the BMD. If the checksum
indicates an error in the BMD, then no decision is made that
is based on the BMD’s current state.

In step 343, the BMD for a file system block is updated
when the block is allocated to a container file in the container
file system. Once the block to allocate is selected, the BMD
forthatblockis obtained (from memory ordisk) and its owner

inode and offset is set in the active one of the block metadata 53

buffers (148 in FIG. 14). The committed one of the block
metadata bufters is left unmodified. The BMD is checked to
ensure that the block being allocated is not recorded in the
BMD as already assigned to an inode. (The checksum for the
block being allocated is not used at this time because the
checksum of a free block is undefined.) Once the block allo-
cation is complete, the committed one of the block metadata
buffers is updated with the new owner inode and offset in
order for the sync threads to write the contents of the com-
mitted buffer to disk.

In step 344, the BMD for a file system block is updated
when the block is freed. The BMD for the block is obtained
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from memory or else disk, and checked to ensure that the
blockbeing freed is not recorded in the BMD as already being
unowned. Once the freed block has been logged, the active
and committed BMD butffers are updated to indicate that the
block is not owned by an inode. (The checksum for the block
being freed is not used because the checksum of a free block
is undefined.)

In step 345, when a checksum type for the BMDs is
enabled, a check is made to ensure that all checksums of this
type are previously marked as non-trusted. Ifall checksums of
this type are not previously marked as not-trusted, then an
error is returned to the client requesting the enabling of the
checksum type. This is done to prevent inadvertent on-off
cycling of the protection provided by the checksums.

In step 346, the BMD for a file system block is accessed to
read the mapping of the block to an inode. The BMD for the
block is obtained from memory or disk, and that mapping for
the block is returned to the requesting client or application.
For example, the mapping is used by the storage reorganizer
to find the inodes having blocks being relocated from a slice
marked for released, and for error tracing to identify inodes
having blocks found to be corrupted.

In step 347, the BMD for a file system block containing a
slice map entry is read when a slice map entry is read. The
BMD from memory or else disk is read to obtain the check-
sum for the file system block containing the slice map entry
and compared against a checksum re-computed from the
actual contents of the slice map block. If the checksum from
the BMD does not match the checksum re-computed from the
actual contents of the slice map block, then the operation
needing the slice map entry is failed, and recovery is started in
an attempt to restore the slice map from slice-0 and the slice
marks of any other slices provisioned in the sparse metavol-
ume of the container file system.

In step 348 of FIG. 32, the BMD for a file system block
containing a slice map entry is also read when a slice map
entry is updated when a slice is provisioned with backing
store (the slice state changes to normal) and when a slice is
evacuated (theslice state changes to absent). The checksum in
the BMD for the file system block is updated with a new
checksum for the new contents of the slice map block.

In step 349, the BMD for a file system block that is an
indirect block is read when the indirect block is read from
disk. The BMD is read from memory or else disk to obtain the
checksum for the indirect block and to compare it against a
checksum re-computed from the actual contents of the indi-
rect block. If the checksum from the BMD does not match the
checksum re-computed from the actual contents of the indi-
rect block, then the operation needing the indirect block is
failed, and recovery is started in an attempt to restore the
container file system metadata using a “fsck’” utility as further
described below.

In step 350, the BMD for a file system block that is an
indirect block is updated when an indirect block is modified
and updated to disk. The checksum for the indirect block is
updated in the BMD for the new contents of the indirect block
as part of the indirect block UFS log transaction. (The actual
checksum is not logged because log recovery can update the
checksum from the indirectblock update.) Sync threads flush
both the indirect block and the BMD block before releasing
the log hold.

In step 351, the BMD for a file system block that is an
indirect block is read when the indirect block is fetched from
buffercache. If the buffercache returns a valid buffer, then the
BMD is read from memory or else disk to obtain the check-
sum for the indirect block and to compare it against a check-
sum re-computed from the actual contents of the indirect
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block. If the checksum from the BMD does not match the
checksum re-computed from the actual contents of the indi-
rect block, then there is memory corruption. The operation
needing the indirect block is failed, and the data mover is reset
to recover from the error.

FIGS. 33 and 34 show how a file system checking (fsck)
utility is modified to exploit the error detection and correction
capabilities of the container file system. In a first step 361, a
CRC from the superblock of the container file system is read
and compared to a CRC re-computed from the contents of the
superblock. If there is a match, then the CRC read from the
superblock is valid. If valid, the file system size, inode den-
sity, and block size are read from the superblock. If invalid,
then these operations are repeated on the alternate super-
block. The fsck utility fails if a superblock with a valid CRC
cannot be found.

In step 362, the block usage counts and any per-cylinder
group information is recomputed. The “has blocks” bitmap is
rebuilt. The sparse volume state is used for bad block check-
ing, so that no allocated space falls within a hole in the sparse
metavolume.

In step 363, the quota ID of any inode is validated with the
quota ID of'its parent directory, unless the inode is the root of
a directory tree. If the usage is invalid, then it is corrected in
the quota tree database if necessary.

In step 364, double links (forward and reverse) are used in
the version chain in the container file system to detect and
correct single link failures. This is further described below
with reference to FIG. 35.

In step 365, a direct or indirect block is validated by com-
puting the CRC over the block and comparing it to the CRC
stored in the per-block metadata (BMD) for the direct or
indirect block. If there is not a match, the block is marked as
a bad block by setting the reserved bad-block bit in the block
number field (160 in FIG. 10) of the pointers to the block in
any inodes or indirect blocks that reference the block.

In step 366 of FIG. 34, a block is awarded to an inode if an
only if: (1) the inode claims the block; and (2) the inode’s
CRC plus all relevant indirect block CRCs are trusted and
valid; and (3) the block is marked allocated in its cylinder
group and the cylinder group’s CRCis valid; and (4) the BMD
for the block says that the inode owns the block and the CRC
is valid, or else the BMD’s CRC is invalid; and (5) no other
inode with a valid CRC claims the block.

In step 367, the directories are validated by validating the
connectivity of all nodes in the file system.

In step 368, the cylinder groups are validated while taking
into account that the format of cylinder group-0 is difterent
from the other cylinder groups, for example because cylinder
group-0 includes the slice state map (as shown in FIG. 15).

Finally, in step 369, if the internal checksum of a BMD
indicates that the BMD is invalid, then an attempt is made to
rebuild the BMD from the container file system inode and
block linkages.

FIG. 35 shows a version chain of container files in the 55

container file system. The version chain includes the con-
tainer file 84 for the production file system or iSCSI LUN, a
container file 371 for a first snapshot copy of production file
system or iSCSI LUN, and a container file 372 for a second
snapshot copy of the production file system or iSCSI LUN.
The version chain is a doubly-linked list by virtue of forward
links 373, 374, and 375, and reverse links (shown in dotted
lines) 377, 378, and 379. Each link is implemented as a
pointer in an inode of the respective container file from which
the link originates. The value of the pointer is the inode
number of the respective container file to which the link is
directed. Link corruption is detected when a link does not
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point from a source container file to a destination container
file having a pointer in the reverse direction back to the source
container file. If any one of the forward links is corrupted,
then it is regenerated by tracing the chain of reverse links, and
conversely, if any one of the reverse links is corrupted, then it
is regenerated by tracing the chain of forward links. For
example, if the forward link 273 is corrupted, then upon
tracing the chain of reverse links, upon finding the link 378
matching the inode number of the container file 84 containing
the corrupted link, it is discovered that the corrupted link
should be restored with the inode number of the inode con-
taining the link 378.

By tracing the forward and reverse links in the version
chain, it may be possible to construct a valid version chain if
some of the snapshot copies are found to be entirely cor-
rupted. For example, if the container file 372 is so corrupted
that its forward link pointer 374 and its reverse link pointer
378 are invalid and the container file 372 will be deleted, then
a consistent version chain (without the corrupted container
file 372) can be constructed by tracing the version chain so far
as possible forward and reverse starting from the container
file for the production file system or iSCSI LUN, and then
linking together the two dangling ends of this chain. Specifi-
cally, for the case of the container file 372 being entirely
corrupted, a valid version chain is constructed by setting the
forward pointer 373 to the inode number of the container file
371 for the first snapshot copy, and by setting the reverse
pointer 377 to the inode number of the container file 84 for the
production file system or iISCSI LUN.

A conventional file system checking utility has two phases.
A first phase checks the inodes, and a second phase checks the
directory structure linking the inodes. The first phase is mul-
tithreaded in which a single thread checks a chunk of inodes.
Each thread takes a segment of the file system inode space to

5 process. This is unsuitable for the container file system,

because the container file system is likely to have no more
than a few inodes, at least for the case in which no snapshot
copies have been made. It is also possible for the container file
system to have one very large container file for a production
file system or iISCSI LUN and a large number of small con-
tainer files each containing file system blocks owned by
respective snapshot copies of the production file system or
iSCSILUN in a version set in which shared blocks are kept in
the container file of the production file system or iSCSI LUN
or in the container file system of the younger snapshot copy.
Therefore it is most likely that a conventional fsck utility
would perform poorly because a single thread would end up
doing all or most of the work processing the inode of the
container file containing the production file system or iSCSI
LUN.

FIG. 36 shows how the fsck utility should be multithreaded
in the first phase so that multiple threads are used when
appropriate to check a single inode 381 in a container file
system. Any inode with at least double indirection will spawn
additional threads to check the internal file structure in par-
allel. For example, the file of the inode 374 includes an
indirect block 382 of single indirection to data blocks 383,
384. The file of the inode 374 also includes an indirect block
385 of double level indirection to indirect blocks 386 and 387
that point to data blocks 388, 389 and 390, 391, respectively.
One thread 392 acts as a manager thread for checking the file
of the inode 381, and other threads such as threads 393, 394
are worker threads. There is a queue 395 of indirect blocks of
at least double indirection, which can be serviced by any of
the threads.

As shown in FIG. 37, a first phase of the fsck utility begins
in step 401. The checking of each file in the container file
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system begins with the manager thread starting to check the
inode and working down the block hierarchy for the file of the
inode. When the manager thread finds any indirect block of at
least doubleindirection, it puts this top-level indirect block on
thequeue of blocks to be processed by the worker threads, and
signals the worker threads A worker thread takes the next
available indirect block from the queue and processes it as
usual, by scanning the contents for valid block numbers,
handling duplicate blocks and blocks beyond EOF, etc. If a
worker thread finds that the indirect block that it is processing
references an indirect block of at least double indirection,
then the worker thread adds the block number of that indirect
block to the queue for other worker threads to handle. When
all threads have finished and the queue is empty, the manager
thread is signaled that this inode’s phase 1 check is finished.

As shown in FIG. 38, a second phase of the fsck utility
begins in step 402. The second phase checks directories for
corruption and logs link counts to referenced inodes. Direc-
tories are processed in parallel, with each thread in a pool of
worker threads (403 in FIG. 39) processing a different direc-
tory. Processing of a very large directory or many large direc-
tories at once, however, consumes an inordinate amount of
memory, because some directories have multiple associated
entries that should be validated as a unit. For directories
having such multiple associated entries, it is desired to have
the multiple associated entries in memory at the same time. In
practice,memory is consumed on theorderofaboutone sixth
the size of the directory for efficient processing.

To solve this problem, directories in need of checking are
queued into three lists (404, 405, 406 in F1IG. 39) consisting of
small, medium, and large directories. Only one large direc-
tory is under check at any given time. Medium directories are
checked so long as the sum of their sizes (plus the size of any
large directory being checked) does not exceed a configurable
limit. Otherwise an available thread checks any small direc-
tory.

7. Common Block Virtualization Services

As described above with reference to FIG. 5, a new file
server architecture includes a container file system 81 builton
a sparse metavolume 82 for enhanced decoupling of logical
storage from physical storage. Use of this architecture has
been described above primarily with respect to in-band vir-
tualization capabilities for supporting client access using a
network file access protocol such as NFS or CIFS or network
block services using NBS and iSCSI, and supplementary
services such as snapshots, replication, and backup. However,
the new file server architecture has been designed to be
generic and portable across multiple storage platforms
includingarray, network (fabric and network appliances), and
servers hosting various types and levels of virtualization ser-
vices, including out-of-band services, which canbe deployed
to host block devices at network level (director class fabric
switches) or on storage arrays. The full range of common
block virtualization services provided by the new file server
architecture is accessible to network clients and various appli-
cation programs through the common block virtualization
(CBV) API library 38 introduced in FIG. 2.

FIG. 40 shows the CBV API library 38 providing manage-
mentand metadataservices to the client 23 in order to support
out-of-band data I/0 over the direct data link 22 from the
client to the cached disk array 29. The CBV API library 38
provides the CBV client 23 with interfaces to a management
path and a metadata path through program objects in the
container file system layer 45 and the sparse metavolumes
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layer 37. The APIs are designed and implemented in such a
way as to minimize platform specific changes for porting.

In the container file systems layer 45, the management path
includes a common block file system (CBFS) managed object
411 responsible for management of the state of'a container file
system, including creating, mounting, performing input/out-
put upon the mounted file system, unmounting the file sys-
tem, and deleting the file system. In the container file systems
layer 45, the metadata path includes a version file data object
412 for defining metadata of a container file for a production
file system or iSCSILUN or its snapshots, a CBFS data object
413 more generally defining any directory or file in the con-
tainer file system, and an I/O object 414 used for reading from
or writing to any directory or file in the container file system.

In the sparse metavolumes layer 37, the management path
includes a sparse metavolume managed object 415 respon-
sible for management of the state of a sparse metavolume, and
aroot slice managed object 416 for managing the slice map of
the sparse metavolume. The root slice is defined by a root slice
object 417.

In a preferred implementation, the root slice containing the
slice map is stored in the data portion of slice-0 of the slice,
but for generality, the root slice is defined independently of
slice-0 so that the slice map could be stored anywhere. For
example, the root slice includes the following structure:

typedef rootSlice_Header {

ulong fsid; /1 4 bytes for fsid
volumeName_t svName; // Name of Sparse Volume
ulong sliceSize; // Size of each slice

typedef sliceEntry {

volumeName_t sliceld; // 16 characters for name of
slice volume
volumeName_t cbvld; // 16 characters for name of

// CBV volume or LUN information
BlockIndex64_t offsetOnCBV;

}

// Slice Offset on CBVvolume
or LUN

In the sparse metavolumes layer 37, the metadata data path
includes a sparse volume data object 418 defining a sparse
volume in terms of its logical slices. A populated slice is
defined by aslicevolumedata object 419. Reading or writing
to a populated slice is performed by invoking a cached disk
array API 420.

FIG. 41 shows program modules within the CBV API
library 38. The program modules include an API dispatcher
431, async API context control 432, process management
433, internal watchdog control 434, startup/shutdown control
435, an exchange controller 436, an extent cache manager
437, and subsystem resource control 438.

The API dispatcher 431 is responsible for maintaining a
queue of API objects for respective API calls, scheduling the
servicing of the API objects using a pool of threads. Each of
the API threads calls into the container file systems layer 45
CBEFS stack either directly or by using a virtual file system
interface (VES) for file system operations or a file naming
node interface for file operations.

The async API context control 432 is responsible for man-
aging the life cycle of the API objects. It creates an internal
object for each instance of an API. This internal object stores
the context required to track and control the life cycle of the
APL

The process management module 433 is responsible for
managing long running commands. The process management
module 433 permits an administrator to throttle or stop a
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process when system resources are insufficient and perfor-
mance sutfers. The process management module 433 gener-
ates a process entry object, returns it to the CBV client and
caches it for future reference from the CBV client, container
file system layer, or sparse volume. The process entry is
generated within the existing thread context and is associated
with the corresponding API object. The process entry’s life
cycle is managed by a process handler.

The internal watchdog control module 434 is responsible
for detecting and resolving any thread deadlock.

The startup and shutdown control module 435 is respon-
sible for initializing and shutting down the container file
system layer. This includes the initialization of the CBV API
library and the components of the container file system layer,
and allocation and initialization of global objects such as a
bufter cache pool.

The exchange controller 436 is responsible for tracking the
life cycle of an exchange with a CBV client and the context of
each exchange. The exchange controller 436 generates an
exchange entry object, returns it to the CBV client, and caches
it for future reference. The exchange entry is generated within
the existing thread context and is associated with the corre-
sponding API object. The life cycle of an exchange entry is
managed by an exchange handler.

The extent cache manager 437 manages a respective extent
cache for each container file system. The extent cache is
primarily intended to serve two purposes. It caches the most
recently referred, committed (provisioned storage) extents of
a file in a container file system. The extent cache does a fast
lookup in memory for resolving the (block) offsets that are
requested in subsequent mapped for read and (committed
portion of) mapped for write APIs. The extent cache also
provides an infrastructure to co-ordinate the move of the
(partial or full) extents (during shrink) being shared with a
CBV client.

In a CBV API, an exchange is a transactional unit of inter-
action between the CBV client and the CBV API library. An
exchange consists of one or more operations. In an exchange
upon a container file system, all operations within the
exchange translate into one UXF'S transaction. Thus, the CBV
API provides an interface between the transactional and syn-
chronous nature of each exchange and the relatively asyn-
chronous environment of the container file systems layer and
the sparse metavolumes layer.

FIG. 42 shows astatetransitions of an exchange fora “map
for read” API call from a CBV client. In aninitialization state
441, an exchange object is created for the API call, and the
parameters of the API call are checked for validity. If the
parameters are found to be valid, then the request is accepted

and the exchange object is put in a dispatch queue ofthe API :

dispatcher (431 in FIG. 41). The exchange remains in an
exchange ready (queued) state 442 until the exchange object
is dispatched. Once dispatched, in a read ongoing state 443,
the reading of the requested mapping is ongoing. Depending

on the requested extent of the read operation, mappings for 3:

multiple file system blocks may be requested and acknowl-
edged in intermediate callbacks from the container file sys-
tem layer. Once the mappings for the read are all obtained,
then the exchange is in a ready for commit state 444. In this
state, the exchange can be committed or aborted. If commit-
ted, then the exchange is committed in a commit state. If the
commit succeeds, then the end state 446 is reached, in which
a callback is returned to the client with a status of success, and
the exchange object is deleted. If the commit fails, then a
callback is returned to the client with a status of failure.

In the initial state 441, if the API call is rejected, then the
exchange is aborted in an abort state 337, and when the abort
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is done, the end state 446 is reached, returning a callback to
the client with a status of failure. From the read ongoing state
443, if all of the mapping for the read cannotbe obtained, then
the exchange enters a fail state 448 in which operations
requested of the container file systems and the sparse
metavolumes layer are terminated, and then the exchange
enters the abort state 447.

In general, an exchange for an APl includes similar states
to the states shown in FIG. 42 for the map for read API. An
exchange object for the API is initialized and queued if the
API parameters are found to be valid. The exchange object is
dispatched from the queue for execution by a thread managed
by the API dispatcher. The thread requests one or more opera-
tions from the container file systems layer 45 or sparse
metavolumes layer in order to prepare the transaction of the
exchange. If the preparation is successful, then the transac-
tion is committed. Ifthe preparation is not successful, then the
exchange is aborted so that any resources reserved for com-
mitting the transaction are released.

FIG. 43 shows a state diagram for a sparse volume man-
aged object. In response to a request for a new sparse volume
managed object, the sparse volume (SV) managed object is
created andputin an initial state 451. In response to a request
to create a sparse volume including a specified root slice of
specified slice information, and a specified slice-0 for the
sparse volume managed object, the sparse volume managed
object enters a creating sparse volume managed object state
452. In this state, the root slice is validated for overlap with
slice-0, and slice-0 is stamped in the root slice, and an in-core
sparse volume managed object is created in memory from
slice-0. Additional provisioned slices, as called for by slice
information specified in the root slice, are added in an adding
slices state 453.

Once the sparse volume managed object has been created,
the sparse volume enters amanaged objectready state 454. In
this state, the sparse volumes layer may respond to various
requests to modify the sparse volume managed object. The
sparse volume managed object may enter the adding slices
state 453 to provision a specified logical slice of the sparse
volume with a configured slice of storage. The new slice
information is registered in the root slice, and then the con-
figured slice of storage is added to the sparse volume. The
sparse volume managed object may enter an extending state
455, in which the logical extent of the sparse volume is
extended to a new size. The new size is recorded in the root
slice.

The sparse volume managed object may enter a shrinking
state 456, in which the logical extent of the sparse volume is
reduced. The sparse volume managed object may enter a
replacing slice state 457, in which a specified old configured
slice of sparse volume is replaced with a specified new con-
figured slice. The slice mark on the new slice is validated, the
slice mark on the old slice is stamped with the state “replacing
slice,” and copying of blocks from the old slice to the new
slice is initiated.

The sparse volume managed object may enter a removing
slice state 458, in which a configured slice of storage is
removed from a specified provisioned slice on the sparse
volume, so that the configured slice of storage is freed. The
sliceis removed from thein-core sparse metavolume and then
the slice is unmarked on the root slice and then updated in the
slicemark. Ifthereis a panic, thenthis slicestate information
is checked for consistency.

During recovery, the sparse volume managed object enters
a recover state 495 in order to recover the sparse volume
managed object after getting information of the slices from
the root slice. During recovery, the sparse volume managed
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object transitions from the sparse volume recover state 495 to
an integrity check state 460. In the integrity check state 460,
the slice mark from the end of each provisioned slice in the
sparse volume is read and compared with the slice informa-
tion stored in the root slice. If this integrity check fails or if
removing a slice 458 fails, then the sparse volume managed
object enters a dead state. The sparse volume is marked
“dead” and no I/O operations are supported in this state. [f the
sparse volume can be repaired, then the managed object tran-
sitions to the managed object ready state 454. Otherwise, the
slices of the dead managed object are freed so that the dead
sparse volume managed object transitions to an exit state 462
in which the sparse volume managed object is deleted from
memory. The exit state is the destructor of the sparse volume
managed object. Thus, when a ready managed object is
deleted, it transitions from the ready state 454 to the exit state.

FIG. 44 shows a state transition diagram for the sparse
volume data object. In general, state transitions occur in
response to calls from an associated sparse volume managed
object, or upon completion of an operation requested by the
call. The sparse volume data object performs all precondi-
tions for completion of the operation before the operation is
completed by committing a state change in the sparse volume
data object.

A new sparse volume data object is created in an initial
state 471. The sparse volume data object transitions to creat-
ing sparse volume state 472 in response to a call for adding a
specified slice-0 to the sparse volume data object. Once this is
done, the sparse volume data object transitions to a sparse
volume ready state 473.

In response to a call for provisioning a logical slice at a
specified offset with a configured slice of storage, the sparse
volume data object transitions from the ready state 473 to an
adding slice state 474. The configured slice of storage is
added after registering the configured slice of storage in the
root slice. If adding a slice fails, for example because a free
configured slice of the required size or a desired AVM type is
not presently available, then the sparse volume data object
transitions to an add slice failed state 475 in order to retry at
a later time.

An extend sparse volume state 476 is entered when the
associated sparse volume managed object calls an extend
function of the sparse volume data object. For example, the
extend function is called at the time of extending the container
file system built upon the sparse volume. The sparse volume
managed object will extend itself and then extend the sparse
volume data object.

A replacing slice state 477 is entered when the associated
sparse volume managed object provides a new configured

slice of storage to the sparse volume in order to replace anold :

configured slice of storage provisioned in the sparse volume.
New I/O operations go to the new configured slice of storage.
A configured slice of storage is defined by an instance of a
slice volume data object.

A removing slice state 478 is entered when the associated 53

sparse volume managed object calls a remove slice function
of the sparse volume data object in order to free a configured
slice of storage from the sparse volume data object. The
sparse volume managed object releases the slice from the root
slice and then calls the remove slice function of the sparse
volume data object.

A recovering state 479 is entered when the associated
sparse volume managed object calls a recover function of the
sparse volume data object. After the sparse volume data
object has entered the recovering state, the sparse volume is
recovered by “add slice” calls for all slices that were provi-
sioned in the sparse metavolume.
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An integrity check state 480 is entered when a check integ-
rity function of the sparse volume data object is called. The
allocated sparse volume managed object calls this function at
the time of mounting the sparse volume. The CBFS managed
object may call this function for a periodic check of integrity
of the sparse volume. If any problem with the integrity of the
sparse volume data object is found, then the sparse volume
data object transitions to a dead state 481. If repaired, the dead
sparse volume data object returns to the sparse volume ready
state 473.

The container file systems layer calls a read or write 1/0
Request Packet (IRP) function in order to perform asynchro-
nous read or write operations on the sparse volume data object
in a read-write state 482. The sparse volume data object maps
the logical block address of each IRP to an absent or provi-
sionedslice, and if thetargetis aprovisionedslice, the request
is sent to a slice volume data object of the provisioned slice.
The slice volume data object uses its storage configuration
information (stored in the volume database 60 in FIG. 2) for
translating the logical block address of the IRP to a logical
address in the cached disk array, and calls a cached disk array
API to read from or write to the cached disk array.

FIG. 45 shows an exchange for creating a container file
system. In step 491, a CBV client requests the CBV API to
create a file system of a specified size using a specified root
slice and a specified slice-0 for the underlying sparse
metavolume. In step 492, the CBV API creates a CBFS man-
aged object for creating the sparse volume, and puts the
specification of the size, root slice, and slice-0 into it. In step
493, the CBFS managed object creates a sparse volume man-
aged object,andpasses the specification of the size, rootslice,
and slice-0 into it for creation of the sparse volume. In step
494, the sparse volume managed object checks the root slice
and slice-0 for overlap and to ensure that they are not already
in use. If the slices overlap and they are not already in use,
then the sparse volume managed object instantiates the slice
objects for the root slice and for the slice-0. In step 495, the
sparse volume managed object checks and validates the slice
mark on slice-0 so that the slice mark does not reflect that the
slice is in use, and instead has a free mark. In step 496, the
sparse volume managed object checks if there is any other
slice registered as slice-0 in the root slice. If there is another
slice, then exit with error. Execution continues to step 497 in
FIG. 46.

In step 497 of FIG. 46, now that all checking of the slices is
done, the sparse volume managed object registers slice-0 in
the root slice as the first slice of the sparse volume. In step
498, the sparse volume managed object puts the slice mark in
the beginning of slice-0 to make the information such as
sparse volume ID, slicename, offset in sparse volume, size of
slice, etc., persistent across reboot. In step 499, the sparse
volume managed object creates a sparse volume data object
including the specified slice-0. In step 500, the sparse volume
managed object returns an OK status to the CBFS managed
object. In step 501, the CBFS managed object starts a make
file system procedure on the CBFS data object. (If this pro-
cedure fails, then the sparse volume data object is deleted and
the root slice and slice-0 are freed.) In step 502, the CBFS
managed object returns an OK status to the CBV API. In step
503, the CBV API returns back OK status to the CBV client.
(If the previous steps fail or the data mover is rebooted, then
the CBV client needs to restart the request with the same
slices, or delete the container file system.) The exchange is
finished.

FIG. 47 shows an exchange for mounting a container file
system. In a first step 511, a CBV client requests the CBV API
to mount a container file system having a specified root slice,
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file system identifier (FSID), and mount point. Instep 512, the
CBV API passes the mount request to the CBFS managed
object. In step 513, the CBFS managed object recovers the
sparse volume managed object having the specified root slice.
In step 514, the sparse volume managed object validates the
root slice for overlap and instantiates the root slice in memory.
In step 515, the sparse volume managed object validates the
slice-0 for slice mark and in the root slice. In step 516, the
sparse volume managed object creates the sparse volume with
the slice-0. In step 517, the sparse volume managed object
instantiates all of the slices for the sparse volume and adds
them in the sparse volume one after another. Execution con-
tinues from step 517 to step 518 in FIG. 48.

In step 518 of FIG. 48, the sparse volume is now ready. The
CBFS managed object mounts the file system. In step 519, the
CBFS managed object returns an acknowledgement to the
CBYV API that the file system has been created and mounted.
In step 520, the CBV API returns an acknowledgement to the
CBYV client that the file system has been created and mounted.
The exchange is finished.

FIG. 49 shows an exchange for recovering a sparse volume
in-core object. In a first step 531, a CBV client requests the
CBV API to recover a sparse volume having a specified root
slice and FSID. In step 532, the CBV API passes the recover
request to the CBFS managed object. In step 533, the CBFS
managed object recovers the sparse volume managed object
having the specified root slice. In step 534, the sparse volume
managed object validates the root slice and overlap for the
root slice, and instantiates the root slice in memory. In step
535, the sparse volume managed object validates the slice-0
for slice mark and in the root slice. In step 536, the sparse
volume managed object creates the sparse volume with slice-
0. In step 537, the sparse volume managed object instantiates
all the slices for the sparse volume and adds them in the sparse
volume one after another. Execution continues from step 537
to step 538 in FIG. 50.

In step 538 of FIG. 50, the sparse volume is now ready. The
sparse volume managed object returns success. In step 539,
the CBFS managed object returns an acknowledgement to the
CBYV API that the sparse volume has been recovered. In step
540, the CBV API returns an acknowledgement to the CBV
client that the sparse volume has been recovered. The
exchange is finished.

FIG. 51 shows an exchange for adding a configured slice of
storage to a container file system. In a first step 551, for
adding one or more slices of storage, a CBV client provides
one slice at a time to the CBV API and specifies the FSID and
offset to put that slice. In step 552, the CBV API requests the
CBFS managed object and the CBFS managed object

requests the sparse volume managed object to add this slice to :

the sparse volume at the specified offset. In step 553, the
sparse volume managed object checks the slice mark in the
new slice at the beginning of the slice. In step 554, the sparse
volume managed object checks that the slice is not already

instantiated and does not have an overlap. If the slice is 53

already in core or if an overlap is detected, then an error is
returned. (The only way reuse of a slice is allowed, is in the
same placewithin the same sparse volume. This is to support
the failure/reboot of adding a slice in the sparse volume, for
supporting a no-op for the same add slice operation.) In step
5§55, the sparse volume managed object puts the slice mark in
the slice at the beginning of the slice. Execution continues
from step 555 to step 556 of FIG. 52.

In step 556 of FIG. 52, the sparse volume managed object
registers the slice information in the root slice in state “add-
ing.” The root slice keeps information about the size of the
sparse volume, the number of slices in the sparse volume, the
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size of each slice, etc. It keeps information of each slice in the
right place, and stores the information as an array of slice
information. If there is an extra slice in the root slice due to a
panic, it has a state “adding,” and the slice is not instantiated
onreboot. (It is expected to have the same add slice command
with the same slice and offset again.) In step 557, the sparse
volume managed object adds the slice of configured storage
to the sparse volume. In step 558, the sparse volume managed
object returns an acknowledgement of success to the CBFS
managed object. In step 559, the CBFS managed object
returns an acknowledgement of success to the CBV API. In
step 560, the CBV API returns an acknowledgement of suc-
cess to the CBV client. The exchange is finished.

FIG. 53 shows an exchange for extending a container file
system. In a first step571,a CBV client decides that the sparse
volume needs to be extended, and sends an extend request to
the CBV API specifying the FSID and a new size. In step 572,
the CBV API gives the extend request to the CBFS managed
object. In step 573, the CBFS managed object gives the
extend request to the sparse volume managed object. In step
574, the sparse volume managed object provides the new size
to the root slice managed object. In step 575, the root size
managed object commits the new size to the root slice in the
metadata header, and returns an acknowledgement that the

5 sparse volume has been extended. In step 576, the CBV API

returns to the CBV client an acknowledgement that the sparse
volume has been extended. The exchange is finished.

FIG. 54 shows an exchange for releasing a slice from a
container file system. In a first step 581, a CBV client calls the
CBV API to release the slice at a specified offset in a specified
container file system. In step 582, the CBV API calls the
CBFS managed object to confirm that the slice can be
released. In step 583, the CBFS managed object checks with
the CBFS data object for confirmation that the offset in the file
system with a given size of slice can be released. In step 584,
the CBFS managed object passes the request to the sparse
volume managed object to release the slice from the sparse
volume at the specified offset. In step 585, the sparse volume
managed object checks whether the slice is part of the current
sparse volume. In step 586, the sparse volume managed
object sets the state to “releasing” in the root slice for the
givenslice. (Once the sparse volume managed object marks
the slice as releasing, it cannot be used by the CBV client or
CBFS for performing 1/Os. It must be released again by the
client. This is done to make the release operation persistent
across reboot from the CBV client.) From step 586, execution
continues to step 587 in FIG. 55.

In step 587 of FIG. 55, the sparse volume managed object
removes the slice from the sparse volume in memory, and
brings the slice mark to the state “free” in the beginning of the
slice. In step 588, the sparse volume managed object removes
the slice from the root slice and makes it free. In step 589, the
sparse volume managed object returns an acknowledgement
of success to the CBFS managed object. In step 590, the CBV
API returns an acknowledgement of success to eh CBV cli-
ent. The exchange is finished.

FIG. 56 shows an exchange for unmounting a container file
system. In afirst step 601, a CBV clientrequests the CBV API
to unmounta container file system having aspecified FSID. In
step 602, the CBV API passes the unmount request to the
CBFS managed object. In step 603, the CBFS managed
object requests the CBFS data object to unmount. In step 604,
the CBFS data object unmounts and requests the sparse vol-
ume to close and releases the reference on it. In step 605, the
sparse volume returns OK to the CBFS data object on close.
In step 606, the CBFS data object returns OK to the CBFS
managed object on unmount. In step 607, the CBFS managed
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object returns an acknowledgement to the CBV API that the
container file system is unmounted. In step 608, the CBV API
returns an acknowledgement to the CBV client that the con-
tainer file system is unmounted. The exchange is finished.

FIG. 57 shows an exchange for cleanup of a sparse volume
from memory. In a first step 611a CBV client requests the
CBYV API to cleanup a sparse volume having a specified root
slice from in-core memory. In step 612, the CBV API passes
the cleanup request to the CBFS managed object of the speci-
fied root slice. In step 613, the CBF'S managed object checks
if the sparse volume of the specified root slice has a container
file system that is mounted. If such a container file system is
mounted, then the CBFS managed object rejects the cleanup
request. If such a container file system exists, but it is not
mounted, then the cleanup request will delete the container
file system in-core object. In step 615, the CBFS managed
object sends a cleanup request to the sparse volume managed
object of the specified root slice. In step 616, the sparse
volume managed object releases all slices from the sparse
volume data object in memory and deletes all in-core slices.
In step 617, the sparse volume managed object deletes the
in-core sparse volume data object from memory. Execution
continues from step 617 to step 618 in FIG. 58.

In step 618 of FIG. 58, the sparse volume managed object
returns an acknowledgement of successful cleanup of the
sparse volume to the CBFS managed object. In step 619, the
CBFS managed object deletes the in-core sparse volume
managed object. In step 620, the CBFS managed object
returns an acknowledgement of successful cleanup of the
sparse volume to the CBV APL. In step 621, the CBV API
deletes the in-core CBFS managed object. In step 622, the
CBV API returns an acknowledgement of successful cleanup
of the sparse volume to the CBV client. The exchange is
finished.

FIG. 59 shows an exchange for deleting a container file
system. In afirst step 631, a CBV client requests the CBV API
to delete a container file system. In step 632, the CBV API
sends a file system delete request to the CBFS managed
object. In step 633, the CBFS managed object confirms that
the file system is unmounted. In step 634, the CBFS managed
object deletes the container file system. In step 635, the CBFS
managed object requests the sparse volume managed object
to delete the sparse volume of the container file system. In
step 636, the sparse volume managed object confirms that the
sparse volume is closed and does not have any container file
system. In step 637, the sparse volume managed object
invokes the CBV API to confirm that the slice map on the root
slice is vacant other than the slice-0. Execution continues
from step 637 to step 638 of FIG. 60.

In step 638 of FIG. 60, the sparse volume managed object
updates the slice mark on slice-0 with the free state. In step
639, the sparse volume managed object updates the root slice
with slice-0 being freed. Now the root slice does not have any
entry in the slice map. The CBV client does not need to be

informed of which slice is freed as root slice and slice-0, 33

because it knows about root slice and slice-0. In step 640, the
sparse volume managed object deletes the sparse volume
in-core data object from memory of the data mover. In step
641, the sparse volume managed object returns an acknowl-
edgement to the CBFS managed object that the sparse volume
has been successfully deleted. In step 642, the CBFS man-
aged object deletes the sparse volume managed object. In step
643, the CBFS managed object returns an acknowledgement
of'success to the CBV API. In step 644, the CBV API deletes
the CBFS managed object. In step 645, the CBV API returns
to the CBV client an acknowledgement that the container file
system has been successtully deleted.
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FIG. 61 shows an exchange for performing a read or write
upon a sparse volume. In a first step 651, a CBV client
requests the CBV API to read or write to a specified offset of
a file system having a specified FSID. In step 652, the CBV
API locates the container file system and sends the read or
write request to the CBES data object. In step 653, the CBFS
data object gets the read or write request and maps the read or
write request to the version file data object. In step 654, the
version file data object authenticates the client request, and
then passes a callback to the CBFS data object. In step 655,
the CBFS data object checks that the request is on an active
cylinder group, and then sends the read or write request to the
10 object. In step 656, the 10 object creates an IRP for 10 and
sends it to the sparse volume data object. In step 657, the
sparse volume data object maps the specified offset into a
slice and block number, and sends the read or write request to
the slice volume data object. Execution continues from step
657 to step 658 in FIG. 62.

In step 658 of FIG. 62, the slice volume data object calls a
cacheddisk array API to convert the read or write request into
a read or write request sent from the data move to the cached
disk array. In step 659, once the storage system API receives
a confirmation from the cached disk array that the read or
write is finished, the storage system API calls an /0 comple-
tion call back at the sparse volume layer. In step 660, the call
back notifies an IRP binding about the I/O completion. The
IRP then calls back a done routine of the CBFS data object. In
step 661, the CBFS data object returns an acknowledgment of
1/0O completion to the CBV API. In step 662, the CBV API
returns an acknowledgement to the CBV clientthat the /O is
complete. The exchange is finished.

FIG. 63 shows an exchange for getting a mapping for
performing a direct read or write to the cached disk array. In
afirststep 671, a CBV client requests the CBV API to get a

5 mapping for access to a specified version file beginning at a

specified offset and continuing for a specified block count. In
step 672, the CBV API locates the container file system, and
forwards the get mapping request to the CBFS data object. In
step 673, the CBFS data object checks that the offset plus
block count does not exceed the file system size. If no error is
found, then the CBFS data object maps the get mapping
request to the version file and forward the get mapping
request to the version file object. In step 675, the version file
object authenticates the client request and maps the offset and
block count to logical blocks of the container file system, and
then forwards the get mapping request to the CBFS data
object. In step 676, the CBFS data object checks that the
request is on an active cylinder group, and if no error is found,
then sends the get mapping request to the sparse volume data
object. In step 677, the sparse volume data object maps the
specified offset into a slice and block number, and sends the
get mapping request to the slice volume data object. Execu-
tion continues from step 677 to step 678 in FIG. 64.

In step 678 of FIG. 64, the slice volume data object returns
the mapping of the cache disk array logical addresses for the
slice. In step 679, the slice volume data object returns the
mapping to the sparse volume data object. In step 680, the
sparse volume data object returns the mapping to the CBFS
data object. In step 681, the CBFS data object returns the
mapping to the CBV APL. In step 682, the CBV API returns
the mapping to the CBV client. At this point, the exchange is
finished. In step 683, the CBV client uses the mapping to
perform read or write operations directly to the cached disk
array 29. For example, the client 23 in FIG. 1 uses the map-
ping information to formulate read and write requests sent
from the client 23 over the data link 22 to the cached disk
array 29.
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In view of the above, there has been described a new file
server architecture for enhanced decoupling of logical stor-
age from physical storage and for providing common supple-
mentary storage services for iISCSI block access and for NFS
or CIFS file system access. Each client storage object such as
an iSCSI LUN or a user file system and its snapshots are
implicitly organized and managed as files in a container file
system for the client storage object. The implicit container
organization of the version set provides a consistent storage
management paradigm without compromising on flexibility
of customizing individual types of client storage objects. The
numbers of iISCSI LUNSs, user file systems, and snapshots are
limited only by the platform configuration. The modularized
and file system focused infrastructure makes scalability less
complex and considerably reduces software development
risks.

The container file system is built upon a sparse metavol-
ume providing on demand, policy-based storage provision-
ing. A storage reorganizer implements smart allocation to
minimize the effect of fragmentation. Storage reorganization
at the sparse metavolume level is particularly eftective in
combination with a file-based snapshot copy mechanism,
because this avoids a copy on first write to the production
iSCSI LUN or user file system after each snapshot is taken,
and storage for the writes to the production iSCSI LUN or
user file system is reclaimed and consolidated automatically
upon deletion of old snapshot copies. The snapshot copy
process is made more instantaneous by including a UFS log in
the sparse metavolume, so that there is no need to suspend
write access while flushing the UFS log when a snapshot is
taken.

The sparse metavolume may include different classes or
tiers of storage, and the metavolume is storage class aware in
orderto monitor aging and migrate aged objects on demand to
make storage provisioning more effective. Management
overhead is eliminated because there is no need to create
multiple file systems to migrate storage objects between dif-
ferent storage classes. The migration of the storage objects
between different storage classes is automatic and seamlessly
integrated with the thin provisioning of the sparse metavol-
ume.

The container file systems improve data availability by
localizing faults to the contained storage objects. The sparse
metavolume provides storage for extended block metadata
including a redundancy check for each metadata block and an
inode number for each block. In a preferred implementation,
an offline-computed redundancy check is also provided for
data blocks of snapshots. The redundancy checks provide
early detection of corruption to initiate proactive recovery in

order to reduce the recovery time and reduce the corruption 3

zone. Graceful error recovery facilitates fault isolation and

avoids panics. The inode number for each block permits

errors to be traced to the faulted objects and reported offline.
What is claimed is:

1. A method of operating a file server, said method com- 5:

prising the steps of:

configuring slices of data storage from different classes of
the data storage, each class of the data storage having
respective performance and cost characteristics for stor-
age and retrieval of data, in order to obtain at least a first
configured slice of the data storage configured from a
first one of the classes of the data storage, and a second
configured slice of the data storage configured from a
second one of the classes of the data storage;

building a file system upon at least the first configured slice
of the data storage and the second configured slice of the
data storage so that the file system includes file system
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blocks allocated from the first configured slice of the
data storage and file system blocks allocated from the
second configured slice of the data storage; and

allocating the file system blocks of the file system to at least
one file in the file system based on the storage class of the
file system blocks in accordance with at least one storage
allocation policy;

wherein a data storage object in the file system is migrated
from one of said classes of storage to another while read
and write access to the data storage object is maintained
in order to move the data storage object to a different
class of storage that is more cost effective for a required
level of performance, and

wherein the file system stores a production file system or
logical unit number (LUN) of storage and also stores
snapshot copies of the production file system or LUN,
and the snapshot copies are evacuated from selected
storage devices and the selected storage devices are
removed during a lifecycle of the snapshot copies.

2. A file server comprising:

data storage including different classes of the data storage,
each class of the data storage having respective perfor-
mance and cost characteristics for storage and retrieval
of data; and

at least one data processor coupled to the data storage for
accessing the different classes of the data storage;

wherein said at least one data processor is programmed for
maintaining a file system in the data storage, wherein the
file system is built upon configured slices of the data
storage including at least a first slice of the data storage
configured from a first class of the classes of the data
storage and a second slice of the data storage configured
from a second class of the classes of the data storage, and
wherein said at least one data processor is programmed
for allocating file system blocks of the data storage to at
least one file in the file system based on the storage class
of the file system blocks in accordance with at least one
storage allocation policy;

wherein a data storage object in the file system is migrated
from one of said classes of storage to another while read
and write access to the data storage object is maintained
in order to move the data storage object to a different
class of storage that is more cost effective for a required
level of performance, and

wherein the file system stores a production file system or
logical unit number (LUN) of storage and also stores
snapshot copies of the production file system or LUN,
and wherein said at least one data processor is pro-
grammed with a policy-based reorganization program
that, when executed by said at least one data processor,
evacuates the snapshot copies from selected storage
devices for removal of the selected storage devices dur-
ing a lifecycle of the snapshot copies.

3. A file server comprising:

data storage including different classes of the data storage,
each class of the data storage having respective perfor-
mance and cost characteristics for storage and retrieval
of data; and

at least one data processor coupled to the data storage for
accessing the different classes of the data storage;

wherein said at least one data processor is programmed for
maintaining a file system in the data storage, wherein the
file system is built upon configured slices of the data
storage including at least a first slice of the data storage
configured from a first class of the classes of the data
storage and a second slice of the data storage configured
from a second class of the classes of the data storage, and
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wherein said at least one data processor is programmed
with a storage reorganizer program that, when executed
by said at least one data processor, defragments files of
the file system and reclaims space of the file system by
reorganizing the file system by migrating data of file
system blocks of the file system in the first class of the
data storage to file system blocks of the file system in the
second class of the data storage in accordance with a
migration policy based on storage class, and

wherein the file system stores a production file system or
logical unit number (LUN) of storage and also stores
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snapshot copies of the production file system or LUN,
and said at least one data processor is programmed with
a policy-based reorganization program that, when
executed by said at least one data processor, evacuates
the snapshot copies from selected storage devices for
removal of the selected storage devices during a life-
cycle of the snapshot copies.





