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Netflix and YouTube make up majority of US
internet traffic, new report shows

Peer-to-peer file sharing has declined and Amazon and
Hulu struggle to win receding American attention spans
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O YouTube accounts for almost 19% of downstream traffic. Photograph: AP Photograph: AP

Amanda Holpuch
Mon 11 Nov 2013 13.21 EST

Netflix and YouTube now account for more than half of downstream internet
traffic in North America, according to a report released on Monday.

This online dominance marks the first time the two video streaming sites
surpassed the 50% mark and shows a significant decline in the use of peer-
to-peer services.

Meanwhile, BitTorrent, the protocol used for peer-to-peer file sharing, is
now responsible for 7.4% of daily internet traffic in North America - a 31%
drop from five years ago - according to the traffic report by broadband
service company Sandvine.

Netflix accounted for 31.6% of downstream traffic on fixed networks in
September during "primetime" internet hours - 9pm to 12am. This is a slight
drop from May 2013, when Netflix posted a 32.25% share in downstream
traffic.

Sandvine said the decline "should not be interpreted as a decline in the
dominance of the service at the expense of their competitors". The company
said it expects Netflix to surpass its best numbers in the near future.

YouTube posted a slight increase from 17.11% to 18.69% in the six month
period. With Netflix, the sites' held 49.4% of North America downstream
traffic in March.
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Rank Application Share Application Share Application Share
1 BitTorrent 36.35% | Netflix 31.62% | Netflix 28.18%
2 |HTTP 6.03% | YouTube 18.69% | YouTube 16.78%
3 |SsL 5.87% | HTTP 9.74% | HTTP 9.26%
4 Netflix 4.44% | BitTorrent 4.05% | BitTorrent 7.39%
5 |YouTube 3.63% | iTunes 3.27% | iTunes 2.9%
6 Skype 2.76% | MPEG - Other 2.60% | SSL 2.54%
7 |QveD 2.55% | SSL 2.05% | MPEG - Other 2.32%
8 Facebook 1.54% | Amazon Video 1.61% | Amazon Video 1.48%
9 FaceTime 1.44% | Facebook 1.31% | Facebook 1.34%
10 | Dropbox 1.39% | Hulu 1.29% | Hulu 1.15%

66.00% 76.23% 73.35%
TIsandvine

02 Top 10 peak period applications, North America, fixed access. Courtesy Sandvine Photograph:
Sandvine

Amazon video and Hulu barely made it into the top ten, with each holding
1.6% and 1.3% of downstream traffic, respectively.

BitTorrent still dominates upstream traffic with 36.35%, but downstream
traffic represents a greater percentage of internet traffic because it is sent to
the average home or office user, while upstream traffic is sent from a
computer or network away from the user.

The information was presented in Sandvine's biannual Global Internet
Phenomena Report which is based on data it collects from its 250 network
customers across the globe.

It also showed that YouTube is dominant in South America, accounting for
36.82% of traffic. Netflix failed to achieve comparable success in the region,
accounting for only 2.17% of downstream traffic.

Netflix is growing in popularity in Europe, where it is responsible for more
than 20% of traffic, less than two years after launching in the

continent. Netflix launched in the UK and Ireland in January of 2012 and
most recently in the Netherlands in September.

At this dangerous moment for dissent

I hope you appreciated this article. Before you close this tab, I wanted to ask if you
could support the Guardian at this crucial time for journalism in the US.

When the military is deployed to quell overwhelmingly peaceful protest, when
elected officials of the opposing party are arrested or handcuffed, when student
activists are jailed and deported, and when a wide range of civic institutions - non-
profits, law firms, universities, news outlets, the arts, the civil service, scientists -
are targeted and penalized by the federal government, it’s hard to avoid the
conclusion that our core freedoms are disappearing before our eyes - and democracy
itself is slipping away.

In any country on the cusp of authoritarianism, the role of the press as an engine of
scrutiny, truth and accountability becomes increasingly critical. At the Guardian, we
see it as our job not only to report on the suppression of dissenting voices, but to
make sure those voices are heard.

Not every news organization sees its mission this way - indeed, some have been
pressured by their corporate and billionaire owners to avoid antagonizing this
government. [ am thankful the Guardian is different.

Our only financial obligation is to fund independent journalism in perpetuity: we
have no ultrarich owner, no shareholders, no corporate bosses with the power to
overrule or influence our editorial decisions. Reader support is what guarantees our
survival and safeguards our independence - and every cent we receive is reinvested
in our work.
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The Guardian’s global perspective helps contextualize and illuminate what we are
experiencing in this country. That doesn’t mean we have a single viewpoint, but we
do have a shared set of values. Humanity, curiosity and honesty guide us, and our
work is rooted in solidarity with ordinary people and hope for our shared future.

It has never been more urgent, or more perilous, to pursue reporting in the US that
holds power to account and counters the spread of misinformation - and at the
Guardian we make our journalism free and accessible to all. Can you spare just 37
seconds now to support our work and protect the free press?

We value whatever you can spare, but a recurring contribution makes the most
impact, enabling greater investment in our most crucial, fearless journalism. As our
thanks to you, we can offer you some great benefits - including seeing far fewer
fundraising messages like this. We’ve made it very quick to set up, so we hope yow’ll
consider it. Thank you.

Betsy Reed
Editor, Guardian US
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Support $15/monthly

Unlock All-access digital benefits:

@ Unlimited access to the Guardian app

@ Unlimited access to our new Feast App

®@ Ad-free reading on all your devices
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