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Toshib' Portege G/00 review:
Toshib' Portege G/00
The somewhat chunky Toshiba Portege GFGG makes up for
its looks with some nifty features. It runs Windows Mobile 6,
boasts HSDPA and Wi-Fi, and has a full Qwerty keyboard, as
well as a fingerprint reader on the back for added security

4  min  read

This well-connected smart phone runs on the new and improved
Windows Mobile 6 (Professional) operating system and comes with a
nifty fingerprint reader on the back for added security.

Toshib' Portege G/00

T H E  G O O D

HSDPA (3.TG);  Wi-Fi;  fingerprint  reader.

T H E  B A D

Qwerty keypad  slightly  squashed  at  the

top;  screen  has  an  ugly  border;  2-

megapixel  camera  isn't  great.

T H E  B O T T O M  L I N E

On  paper the  Toshiba  GFGG  is  a  beast,

but  when  you  take  it  out  of  its  box  it's

like  picking  up  an  ugly,  large, grey

pebble.  Fortunately  beauty isn't

everything, and  the  GFGG  makes  up  for

Andrew Lim

July  24,  2007  4:52  a.m.  PT

Advertisement

7.5

YOUR GUIDE
TO A BETTER FUTURE

News AI Tech Home Entert1inment Wellness Cover Stories

CJNBT 

C 

IPR2025-01235 
Apple EX1038 Page 1

https://www.cnet.com/tech/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/mobile/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/mobile/phones/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/mobile/how-cnet-tests-phones/
https://www.cnet.com/profiles/andrew%20lim/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstD1QGffqok07JIBQ7TbszXUncaAzlpfAIWG-Yp3_C6And2NUaOPaeTGqGG4ITPo3CSEEcqHldI0quxpZfuq5QFggpXXeekqaGHER3MOOXzujsJkq3YTCZB4dpjqyiD7pprRpaCESATXe_tGknGHKAZmMZLaDGqFadu3rxvFHAAtwp1OEv0qB8725g6VZFUDKbz-Ork_AvQxv9fVbz2pPdx1aO62s8yKTtTdLCX4JuwoBPZj9JkuBvq9S1QR5Ko2jl3uskkwcRnHj7ZNLcRKYdsMgRdu3rpxZAZEJlSxHoRN3VIdDAVz9ree70MtnHNQNfmlK2ipZ9qzpDTOc_K17LY_uy0mI9c16_E1rlk4_zcVD5oFp8zg1E2du6r-HtWIaE79WVC4VAM4kF86dhCf-hnXXNCB_cYBCfH&sai=AMfl-YSnYKAujVXZ_EVejdKTFYtFGiRKvYe95oc01tFlvIBBBoUWJV2RvdNwgwPTq_0cwkmxC5TUwEizAvK6HyaYht7GHs_efQvDnILdpTbpPpDp77gV5t9d_DUUnQbzVzyL1ACHooVJm9q29s6314cs2vtnI_ma3mjH5w3CjzJrt-fnD_ZVyRanlTbWIAcMcSX-aw11wLQEEXWt2nTnF52uv88Ll2L_65tCyO2tgPFAMg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJBfN4ZPYVeV&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.cnet.com/
https://www.cnet.com/
https://www.cnet.com/news/
https://www.cnet.com/ai-atlas/
https://www.cnet.com/tech/
https://www.cnet.com/home/
https://www.cnet.com/culture/entertainment/
https://www.cnet.com/health/
https://www.cnet.com/feature/cover-stories
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuyf_tgsauhkX5WrvNeWrNI3KhXBSs3o1jPB2pumrvHk3U2bowGn-q0ukr-41MlA45Glab8HdKx5HTNIL7GzWn1Y9vbdIHb0EeHGND0FC30B5eU4zP2Iw0cRcmj1UEtZQMJiJmxnmAsORwYqGGMJ-r1grtsSSVrLlGjA2QnEkuWCdYORwqAwRGpQ7RCImCnWcZfCBpcIb9Q6hdLXWpckvdtCOdMQUhEEM3jWTJf1vNHTAygIgm6_42tsLz-6RDl8GVKp8Kl3V5-V4oDdKqEzlpngocwjMEwZxi5rxdfuO_lxd9nMjKFdcvO9AmMoQ3rE13vKJdjLutslgBVHh7Jh0iNvOuNbYQntuhqPf5TK3EKyn3l5W1BhGCtdzsRpbACiIqqXklU6hCDvgjoPTTYzxZWMOtFf7deAWSY&sai=AMfl-YQcaUO0FdXpe35BeAlhP0yT9BURHRmAZd68g3ZR6uG7M1ZzGrwMjLGAnPn-fyjnjyadzj1cF28isOwhz3aQjkbZ3vXYKdaeCK92py_q64xiH1vkA2LsAxrzrK9IquhnoyehOzZFl7AMzqpvtLqjH1wXxAbbXWER8QgyA_IF4bHFzGI5QKqDgCyhws9tgN_CNuNEIzPwxLk8AcBP4Fby717tS2PzzXaTJ-GtDYXP8w&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDwTRh73zO6A&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.cnet.com/


its  aesthetic  deficiencies  by packing  lots

of  features.  But  be  warned  --  the  sound

quality  on  calls  isn't  fantastic

It's currently available SIM-free from eXpansys for about £400.

Design
The Toshiba GFGG is very similar in design to the HTC TyTN, but we don't
think it  looks as good. Not only is the GFGG quite chunky, but there's also
a large border around the screen, and we're not fans of the grey and
black colour scheme.

The slide out Qwerty keypad also left us a little underwhelmed -- the top
section is too close to the bottom of the slider, making it  more diccult to
type emails or text messages than on certain other Qwerty keypads.

The fingerprint re'der on the
b'ck is surprisingly useful if you
don't w'nt to p'ssword protect
the G/00

The GFGG simply lacks style -- it's unlikely you'll  want to show it o8 to
your mates. It's just a little too big, too heavy and too ugly to make a
good impression when you drag it  out of your pocket.

Fe'tures
It  may not be much of a looker, but this handset comes jam-packed with
features. Connectivity options are particularly impressive with Bluetooth,
Wi-Fi, eG and HSDPA (3.TG) on o8er.

There's also a fingerprint reader on the back for accessing the handset
without the need for a password. Although this might sound like a
gimmick we did actually find this useful, and it  worked much better than
expected.

Once the GFGG has recognised your fingerprint, you're presented with
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Once the GFGG has recognised your fingerprint, you're presented with
the Windows Mobile 6 Professional interface. This is quite fiddly to
navigate and does involve using the provided stylus for certain tasks.

If you don't like using the stylus, you can access several of the GFGG's
features, including the 2-megapixel camera on the back, using the
provided soft keys. Unfortunately, the camera doesn't have autofocus or
a flash. There's a secondary camera on the front if you want to make
video calls.

Other features are tied in to the Windows Mobile 6 Professional OS,
such as Windows Media Player, which supports MPe and WMA files
among others, and Internet Explorer, which lets you browse full  HTML
pages.

The G/00 won't win 'ny be'uty
competitions but 't le'st it's
p'cked with fe'tures

We set the GFGG up on our Microsoft Exchange Server to receive push
email -- very useful if you're often on the move. The fast connection
options mean that emails can be downloaded very quickly.

The added bonus of having Windows Mobile 6 Professional is that you
can install  third-party software, such as Skype, Google Maps and the
Opera browser. You can also create, edit and view Microsoft Occe
documents.

To store all  your documents and pictures, Toshiba has oddly gone with
the miniSD card format instead of the more widely used microSD format.
The GFGG will  support up to a kGB card.

Perform'nce
Sound quality wasn't great. Similar to the Toshiba Portege GTGG it
sounded a little muled at times, lacking the clarity that you get from
certain other devices. The loudspeaker also sounded muled and tinny.

Battery life was acceptable when we didn't use eG, HSDPA or Wi-Fi for
prolonged periods, lasting for over two days. If, however, you're a heavy
Web browser, be sure to recharge it  every night. IPR2025-01235 
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Web browser, be sure to recharge it  every night.

Picture quality from the built-in 2-megapixel camera was lacklustre and
while the pictures we took were okay for MMS messages and small
prints, we don't think this will  replace a good standalone camera.

Conclusion
On paper, the Toshiba GFGG is slightly better that the very similar HTC
TyTN -- it  runs on Windows Mobile 6 instead of 5 and it  has a fingerprint
reader -- but it  simply doesn't cut it  in the style department.

Looks aside, the GFGG is a worthy contender if you want a device that
will  keep you connected and let you tap out long emails on a full  Qwerty
keypad. We advise that you test the keypad out, though, as you might
find it  squashed at the top.

The full  Qwerty keyp'd l'cks
sp'ce 't the top m'king t'pping
the top keys quite 'wkw'rd

If you don't mind sacrificing Windows Mobile 6 and the fingerprint
reader, and you want something a little more attractive, we'd definitely
recommend HTC's TyTN, which also comes with Wi-Fi and HSDPA.
Alternatively, it's worth taking a look at the Nokia NFT -- it  doesn't run on
Windows Mobile but does come with all  the same connectivity options
and GPS to boot.

Edited by Jason Jenkins
Additional editing by Kate Macefield
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