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878 physiological psychology • pick 

physiological psychology n (1888) : a branch of psychology that 

deals with the effects of normal and pathological physiological pro­

cesses on mental life - called also psychophysiology 

physiological saline n (1896) : a solution of a salt or salts that is 

essentially isotonic with tissue fluids or blood 

phys-i-ol•O•l!Y \,fi.ze-'a-1:>-je\ 11 fL physiologia natural science, fr. Gk, 

fr. physi- + -logia -logy] ~1597 1 _: a branch_ of biology that deals 

with the functtons and act1V1t1es of hfe or of hvmg matter (as organs, 

tissues, or cells) and of the physical and chemical phenomena involved 

- compare ANATOMY 2 : the organic processes and phenomena of an 

organism or any of its parts or of a particular bodily process - phys,i• 

ol•o-(!iSt \-jist\ n 
phys,10-pa•thol-o-gy \'fi-ze-o-pa-'tha-la-je, -pa-\ 11 (ca. 1889) : a 

branch of biology or medicine that combines physiology and p~thologY 

esp. in the study of altered bodily function m disease - phys•to•Path· 

o-log•ic \-,pa-th:,-'la-jik\ or phys 0 io•path•O•log 0 i-cal \-ji-kal\ adj 

phys-io-ther•a•PY \,h-ze-o-'ther-a-pe\ 11 [NL physiotherapia, fr. physi-

+ therapia therapy] (ca. 1903): PHYSICAL THERAPY- phys-io,ther,a• 

pist \-p1st\ n phy-sique \fa-'zek\ n [F, fr. physique physical, bodily, fr. L physicus of 

nature, fr. Gk physikos] (I 813) : the form or structure of a person's 

body : bodily makeup 
phy•SO•stig•mine \,fi-s:,-'stig-,men\ nflSY, fr. NL Physostigma, genus 

of vines that bear the Calabar bean (1864) : a crystalline tasteless 

alkaloid C/sH21Ni02 from the Calabar bean that is used in medicine 

esp. in the orm of its salicylate for its anticholinesterase activity 

phyt• or phyto• comb form [NL, fr. Gk, fr. phyton. fr. phyein to bring 

forth - more at BE] : plant (phytophagous) 

phy-tane \'fi-,tan\ n (1907) : an isoprenoid hydrocarbon C20H42 that is 

found esp. associated with fossilized plant remains from the Precam-

brian and later eras 
-phyte n comb form [JSV, fr. Gk ph)lton plant]: plant having a (speci-

fied) characteristic or habitat (xerophyte) 

-phytic adj comb form [ISY, fr. Gk phyton plant]: like a plant (holo-

phytic) phy,to-alex•in \,fi-to-a-'lek-san\ n [ISY phyt- + alexin substance com-

bating infection, fr. Gk alexei11 to ward off, protect; akin to Ski ra~ati 

he protects] (1949) : a chemical substance produced by a plant to com­

bat infection by a pathogen (as a fungus) 

phy-to-chem-1-cal \-'ke-mi-kal\ adj (ca. 1858) : of, relating to, or be-

ing phytochemistry - phy-to-chem•i•cal-ly \-mi-k(:,-)le\ adv 

phy-to-chem-is•try \-'ke-m:>-strc\ 11 (1837) : the chemistry of plants, 

plant processes, and plant products - phy-to•chem•ist \-'ke:m1st\ n_ 

phy.to-chrome \'fi-ta-,krom\ n (ca. 1893) : a chromoprotem that ,s 

present in traces in many plants and that plays a significant role in 

initiating floral and developmental processes when activated by red or 

near-infrared radiation 
phy,to-fla•geJ.late \,fi-to-'fla-j:>-lat, -,lat; -fla-'je-\ 11 (I 935) : any of 

various organisms (as dinoflagellates) that are considered a subclass 

(Phytomastigophora syn. Phytomastigina) usu. of algae by botanists 

and of protozoans by zoologists and that have many characteristics in 

common with typical algae 
phy-to-ge-og-ra•PhY \

1
fi-to-je-'a-gra-fe\ n [ISYl (1847) : the biogeog-

raphy of plants - pny-to-ge,og•ra 0 pher \-far\ n - phy-to
0

geo• 

graph•i-cal \-Je-a-'gra-fi-kal\ or phy 0 to 0 geo•graph 0 ic \-fik\ adj -

phy
0
to 0

geo-graph 0 i-caJ.IY \-fi-k(a-)le\ adv 

phy-to-he-mag
0
glu•ti•nin \-,he-ma-'glii-t'n-an\ n < I 949) : a protein-

aceous hemagglutinin of plant origin used esp. to induce mitosis (as in 

lymphocytes) 
phy-to-hor-mone \-'hi>r-,mon\ n [ISV] ( 1933): PLANT HORMONE 

phy-ton \'fi-,tan\ n [NL. fr. Gk, plant] ( 1848) 1: a structural unit of a 

plant consisting of a leaf and its associated portion of stem 2 : the 

smallest part of a stem, root, or leaf that when severed may grow into a 

new plant - phY•ton•iC \fi-'tii-nik\ adj 

phy-to-path•o-gen \,fi-to-'pa-tha-jan\ 11 (ca. I 930) : an organism para­

sitic on a plant host - phy-to-path,0°gen•ic \-,pa-th:>-'je-nik\ adj 

phy-to-pa,thol-o-gy \·P••'tha-1:>-je, -pa-\ n [lSY] (ca. 1859) : plant 

pathology - phy 0 to 0 path-o•log 0 1-cal \-,pa-tha-'fa-ji-kal\ adj 

phy-toph•a•gous \fi-'ta-fa-gas\ adj (1826) : feeding on plants (a ~ 

insect) phy-to-plank•ter \,fi-to-'plal)(k)-tar\ n (1944): a planktonic plant 

phy
0

to-plank
0
ton \-'plaQ(k)-tan, -,tiin\ 11 VSV) (1897) : planktonic 

plant life - phy 0to 0 plank•ton°ic \-plal)(k)- ta-ntk\ adj 

phy-to•so•ci-ol-o-gy \-,so-se-'a-la-jc, -she-\ n (ca. 1928) : a branch of 

ecology concerned esp. with the structure, composition, and interrela­

tionships of plant communities - phy-to-so-cio-log.J.cal \-se-:,-'la-ji-

k.al\ adj phy•tos•ter-ol \fi-'tas-t:,-,ri>l, -,rol\ n [JSV] (1898) : any of various 

sterols derived from r.tants - compare ZOOSTEROL 

phy-to-tox•IC \,fi-t:>- tak-sik\ adj ( 1926) : poisonous to plants - phY· 

to-tox-ic•i-tY \-,tak-'si-sa-tc\ n 
lpi alsa pie \'pl\ n, pl pies [origin unknown) (ca. 1659) 1: type that is 

si;,illed or mixed 2 : a pi cbaracter or matnx 

'Pl also pie vb pied; pi-mg or pie•ing vi (1870): to spill or throw (type 

or type; matter) into disorder ,.,.,, vi: to become pied 

>pi adj (ca. 1940) 1: not intended to appear in final printing(~ lines) 

2: capable of bein!'i inserted only by hand(~ characters) 

•pi n, pl pis \'piz\ LMGk, fr. Gk pei, of Sem origin; akin to Heb pe pe] 

(1823) 1: the 16th letter of the Greek alphabet - see ALPHABET table 

2 a : the symbol 1r denoting the ratio of the circumference of a circle 

to its diameter b : the ratio itself : a transcendental number having a 

value to eight decimal places of 3.14159265 

pi•al \'pi-al, 'pe-\ adj(l889): of or relating to the pia mater 

pia ma-ter \'pi-:,-,ma-tar, 'pe-a-,ma-\ n [ME, fr. ML, fr. L. tender 

mother] (14c): the thin vascular membrane that invests the brain and 

spinal cord internal to the arachnoid and dura mater 

pi•a•nism \'pe-a-,ni-zam\ n (1844) 1 : the art or technique of piano 

playinjl 2 : the composition or adaptation of music for the piano 

1pi•a•D1S•Si•mo \,pe-a-'ni-s:,-,mo\ adv or adj [It, fr. piano softly] (1724) 

: very softly - used as a direction in music 

'pianissimo n, pl -mi \-(,)me\ or-mos ( 1883): a passage played, sung, 

or spoken very softly 
pi•a•nist \pe-'a-nist, 'pe-:>-\ n (ca. 1828) : one who plays the piano; esp 

: a skilled or professional performer on the piano 

pick • pictorial 879 

an enclosed cab and an op b d • h I • 
a!so pickup truck en o Y wit ow sides and tailgate - called 

'pickup adj (1909) • utilizing r • • 

';SP· without formai organizatfonc(;'~"b~~f~~:i'i or ava)ilable personnel 

pick up vt (14c) 1 a : to take hold f • game 

get her : COLLECT (picked up all the • o a)d hit up b : to gather to-

: llto take (passengers or freight) intop~~:;;icl c :3 to c!ean up :_ TIDY 2 

a Y <;>r by chance (picked up a valuable a f e a • to a~quire casu• 

acquire by study or ex • . n 19ue_ at an auction) b : to 

knowledge in the proc.ts".':'.:R~e~r(~h~ ·<t'ck),ng up a great deal of 

payment : BUY (picked up some roe . e1c er c : to obtam esp. by 

esp. from another team through agtraJ;•es) b \' to acquire (a player) 

: to accept for the pur f . or Y mancial recompense e 

come down with: cA.fi:~icf:J•~g ~offl~)d to.pick up the tab) f: to 

yards on the last play) 4 a . 1 
P co g • GAIN (picked up a few 

companionship with (a previ~usfye~ti{ informally m)to conversation or 

w_ith a girl he picked up in a bar) bn· ~0 ~\person (had a brief affair 

picked up the fugitive) 5 a . to cat~h osi:h; 'i'to custody (the police 

the_ harbor lights) b : to co,.;,e to and f II o,":. tERCEIVE (picked up 

tra1~) _c : to bring within ran e f • o ow '\J-'J': ed Uf! the outlaw's 

radio signals) d: UNDERSTANt. C~T~:r~~ir.heankng (pick up distant 

: REVIVE b · INCREASE 7 . n t pic up the hmt) 6 a 

the discussi~n tomorrow) t~ ~~ume after a break ~ ~<?NTINUE (pick up 

(an o~p~nent) in an athletic co~t~si3s~m~ ~e~pons1b1hty for guar~ing 

~hi~~~·r~1~;d~~(:~~Eaf!!!e~ !~~trike, b~sine~s tgi~ke~v:~)sp~, t~g;~i 

belongings (couldn't just ~iik u;':.gnd~::~~ her). 3i.' to pack up one·s 

DERSTAND, APPRECIATE b. to become - pie up on 1 a: UN­

a~ one's own: TAKE UP • aware of: NOTICE 2: to adopt 

P1ck•wick-ian \(,)pik.-'wi-ke-an\ d·rs 1 • • 

novel Pickwick Papers ( 1836-37) 1 E, ache fickw,ck, character in the 

: marked by simplicit and e .Y ar ':5 Dickens] ( 1836) 1 

~ense other than the ob~ious 
0

~ 1~:~of'ty 
2 : intended or taken in a 

picky \'pi-ke\ adj pick•i-e - . t o9 o)ne 

pi•clo•ram \'pi•kl:,•,ram, '~: es . 1_7 : FUSSY, CHOOSY ~a,._ eater) 

systemic herbicide c.H,d,~ o~·~:•be +k chd/or-+ amme] (1965): a 

the soil 2 2 rea s own only very slowly in 

'Pic•nic \'pik-(,)nik.\ n oft ti •b [G • • • 

nique] ( I 748) t : an ~xcu~~iin ~ . or F,_ G Pickmck. fr. F piqur-

members of the group and eaten i~ ~htmg w,_thlfood usu. provided by 

for a picnic 2 a• a I a ~ open, a so : the food provided 

expect being mar;ie/t~ ~n! ~ a~J~•:gl 6. cartreek.experience (I don·t 

task or feat 3 . a shoulder of k _s p me me ney) b : an easy 

,P!C•'!ic•kY \-(,)ni-ke\ adj por with much of the butt removed_ 

picnic vi pie-nicked· pie nick • o 842) 
eicnic fashion - pic-iuck:er n •tng : to go on a picnic : eat in 

PICO• comb form [ISV prob fr S • • 

1 : _one trillionth ( 10· 12) pari° 
O
f f!co small)amount, ht., peak, beak] 

navirus) 
"" 1cogram 2 : very small (picor• 

Pi•co-far•ad \,pe-ko-'far- ad -ad\ [ISV] ( 
farad ' ' 11 • ca. I 926) : one trillionth of a 

P:~~:gram \'pe-ko-,gram, -k.a-\ II [ISV] (1951) : one trillionth of a 

pic-o-line \'pi-ka-,len, 'pi-\ 11 [L • • • 

more al PITCH] (1853): any of 1t~c;'hp1x F'tc~ + ISV '-ol + '-ine -

l!sed chiefly as solvents and in organic ~eeynt){u! pyndine bases C6H1N 

p1-co0 mole \'pe-ko- ·1 k ( 1 esi~ • 

pi-cor-na•vi•rus \( i';e~ ki> :,-\ ~ .196~): [pone tnlhonth of a mole 

: any of a group ~f s~all·Ri:/'~r•s 11
• • ,co- :I-RNA + virus] ( 1962) 

t::nteroviruses and rhinoviruses A contammg viruses that includes the 

Pli;it~f~~!o~~e-k.o-'se-kand, -kant\ n [ISV] <ca. 1962) : one tril-

•p1-cot \'pe-(,)ko, pe-'\ n [F lit small • f 

piquer to prick. _ more at PIKE] (ca I f~2'f: r. Mr fr. {)iC prick, fr. 

ornamental loops forming an edging~ .bb • oni o a series of small 

'I?•cot vt ( 1926) : to finish with picots n n on or ace 

PIC•O•tee \,p1-k.a-'te\ 11 [F i t, • d • 
fr. picotl ( 1727) . a flo p cc° e pomte • fr. {)ICoter to mark with points 

~asic col<\r with ~ margi~eif :; 0
~~:ec~j~~auons or tulips) having on~ 

pier- or p1cro• comb form [F f Gk .k .k 
~AIN!]: b!tter (picric acid) • r. p1 r-. p1 ro-, fr. pikros - more at 

PIC•rlC acid \'pi-k.rik-\ 11 [ISY] (1852) • 

t.alline strong acid c.H,N,O, used _: ah_toh,c explosive yellow crys-

p1c•ro•tOx•in_ \,pi-kro-'tak-san\ II ci'!iv1 <'i8s I 's?!os1ves_and as a d_ye 

crystalhne sttmulant and convulsive d • a poi~onous bitter 

aJ an a~tidote for barbiturate poiso • rug C30H34013 used intravenously 

Pict \'p1kt\ 11 [ME p- • mng 
: _a member of a pe~i::s~f\°i,:~c~;tt OE Pihtas, fr. LL Pic11] (bef. 12c) 

h1stoncal records in the late 3d ce t of Sc~laid who are first noted in 

'Ylth the Scots in the mid·8 h n ury an. w O ~~m~ amalgamated 

p1c•to•gram \'pik-ta-,gram~ /[ISt~rp\;;;,_P(ictL•lsh \ p1)k.-11sh\ adj or n 

:_ PICTOGRAPH r. p,ctus + -gram] (1910) 

PIC•to-graph \-,graf\ II [L pictus + E -
ancient or prehistoric drawing or p • r o- + -graph] (1851) 1 : an 

the symbols belonging to a ictoria;" mg on a rock. wall 2 : one of 

rep_resenting statistical data pby pi~tograf~•c system _3 : a diagram 

\,p1k-ta-'gra-fik\ adj na orms - PIC•to•graph-ic 

p~c;~~~;;-~•phy \pik-'ta-gra-fe\ II (1851): use of pictographs: PICTURE 

1pic•to•ri 0 al \pik-'tor - 1 , • d. 
(1646) t : of or re1:i"i~g -t~o~-~~i~t~LL pictori_us, fr. L pictor painter] 

drawing of pictures<--- pers ti e) r, a pamtmg, C?r the pamtmg or 

ing of pictures(~ records) T. illu / t ':J'bof, relatmg to, or consist­

: consisting of or dis I . • s ra e "t (?ICtures (--- weekly) c 

: ~uggesting or conveyFn:Y!ista\hi~~hara~nst1cs of pic.tograp~s d 

, \:e-•-1~\ adv - pic•to•ri•al•ness II ges ( poetry) - p1c-to-r1•al-ly 

p1ctor1al II ( 1844): a periodical having much pictorial matter 

\a\ abut \'\ kitten, F table \or\ further \a\ ash \a\ ac ,.°\ 

\au\ _out :ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit e ,/ic:0 ~j, ".':~ 

\q\ sing \o\ go \o\ law \oi\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \il\ loot \. \ / 

\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a, k " re re "' ,. '\ G ·ct u oot 
-• ' ' ' ' ..... see UI e to Pronunciation 
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