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Finisar Introduces 40 Gbps Parallel Active Optical Cable

Sunnyvale, CA and Austin, TX - Finisar Corporation, a technology leader in fiber

optic solutions for high-speed networks, recently introduced Quadwire, a 40

gigabit per second (Gbps) optical link for data centers and high-performance

computer clusters. Quadwire is a parallel active optical cable that provides a 40

Gbps aggregate link via four 10 Gbps full-duplex channels. Based on the industry-

standard QSFP form factor, this new cable utilizes fiber optic technology to transmit parallel high-speed
data over ribbon multi-mode fiber. Finisar will demonstrate this new cable as part of the SCinet Network
Infrastructure at booth #2315 at Supercomputing in Austin, Texas, November 17-20.

Az InfiniBand supercomputing clusters move from double data rates (DDR) to quad data rates (QDR),
existing copper cables present physical challenges to the system architecture. In addition to being heavy
and bulky, these cables are limited to short distances as data integrity deteriorates over longer links. By
contrast, Quadwire features a parallel 4x10 Gbps optical bi-directional link, meeting the needs for
increased data rates in longer lengths (up to 100 meters) while offering a lighter weight solution and
much smaller bend radius. In addition, Quadwire uses Finisar's VCSEL (vertical cavity surface emitting
laser) array technology, known in the industry for high reliability and superior performance. The cable's
small diameter supports large port count architectures, ultimately enabling simpler installations and
fiber management.

"The physical challenge of connecting InfiniBand clusters with bulky copper cables has been difficult to
manage even at DDR data rates of 20 Gbps," said Jag Bolaria, senior analyst at The Linley Group. "As the
first QDR (40 Gbps) InfiniBand switches and Host Channel Adapters (HCAs) begin to roll out, Active
Optical Cables, such as Quadwire, are emerging as the interconnect solutions to overcome limitations of
copper."”

"Active Optical Cables are quickly becoming the next generation interconnects of choice for high-speed
datacenter connectivity,” said Jan Meise, director of strategic marketing at Finisar Corporation. "The
introduction of Quadwire, our second optical eable product, marks Finisar's entry into parallel
connectivity, supporting leading edge cluster technology with a superior alternative to copper cables."

Finisar is currently supplying samples of Quadwire active optical cable to customers. For more
information about Quadwire or Finisar's active optical cable product line, contact Finisar Corporation at
1-408-548-1000, send email to cables@finisar.com or visit www.finisar.com/cables.

SOURCE: Finisar
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Luxtera Introduces Industry's First 40G Optical Active
Cable, World's First CMOS Photonics Product
Luxtera Ine., the world leader in Silicon Photonics,
recently announced the industry’s first 40 Gigabit
optical active cable (OAC), Blazar, which is also the
world’s first CMOS Photonics product

New Avago Active Optical Cable Family Surpasses
Copper, Lowers 106 Link Costs, Boosts HPC/Server
Design Integration

Avago Technologies (AVGO), a leading supplier of
analog i for icati
industrial and consumer applications, recently
announced its new Active Optical Cable (AOC)
family,...

Luxtera Samples World's First 40 Gigabit Optical
Active Cable

Luxtera Ine., the world leader in CMOS Photonics,
recently announced that it is the first company to
sample a 40 Gigabit Optical Active Cable (OAC), the
Blazar

Reflex Photonics Announces Its New Industrial
Temperature (-40 to +85 °C) Rated LightABLE™
Optical Transceivers Enabling High Speed
Interconnect In Harsh Environments

Reflex Photonics, a leading supplier of Optical
components and modules for communications,
industrial and military applications, today announced
its new Industrial Temperature (-40 to +85 °C)...

Fiber Optics And Optical Interconnects: Powering
Global Communications

Fiber optics have revolutionized telecommunications,
enabling high-speed, 1 dist: datat i

with unprecedented efficiency. Here, we explore this
hnology and its role in i

How Fiber Optics Are Transforming Internet Speed,
Reliability, And Security

Fiber Optic Cables: How Far Is Too Far?

Reflex Photonics To Begin Sampling New Optical
Media Converter Products

DustPhotonics Unveils 400G Base QSFP-DD DR4
Optical Transceiver For High-Speed Datacenter
Interconnects

Sandia's New Fiber Optic Network Is World's Largest

Avago Launches First Optical Transceiver Designed
For The Broad Wireless Base Station Market

Luxtera Leads Silicon Photonics Race With Single-
Chip Dual XFP Transceiver Technology
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