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AMAZON MICROSOFT STARTUPS Al SCIENCE TECH MOVES

VoiceBox and Samsung announce
partnership for S Voice technology

GeekWire chronicles the Pacific Northwest startup scene. Sign up for our weekly startup
newsletter, and check out the GeekWire funding tracker and VC directory.

BY MADELINE VUONG on Feb 22, 2016 at 1:06 pm Share &
Language technology startup VoiceBox announced a < 3 2

g : D VoiceBox
partnership with Samsung to use VoiceBox’s Natural TECHNOLOGIES

Language Understanding (NLU) technology for Samsung’s
S Voice services, including Samsung’s intelligent personal assistant.

Currently, S Voice can assist Samsung mobile users with placing calls, sending texts,

making appointments, updating social network websites, opening apps, and navigation. It also
offers automatic activation features — for example, starting your car engine from outside the
car — and can respond to questions.

The new deal with Bellevue, Wash.-based VoiceBox is aimed
at helping S Voice keep up with artificial

intelligence competitors, like Apple's Siri, Microsoft's Cortana,
and Amazon's Alexa.

VoiceBox says its NLU offers the advantage of context tracking
through its Context Management software, which means that
S Voice will be able to juggle different conversations and

[

requests simultaneously by remembering the domain for each

question. VoiceBox's Context Management also allows users to
" & VoiceBox CEO Mike Kennewick. Image:
input data through voice, gesture and touch, integrating each

viceBox.
into its language processing so that conversations can take

place over multiple inputs.

Since its inception, VoiceBox has partnered with car, smartphone, and wearable manufacturers
to offer its speech recognition technology. The new deal with Samsung will allow the company
to further its mission of integrating voice technology into the emerging Internet of Things
market, said VoiceBox CEO Mike Kennewick in a news release.

Track all of GeekWire’s in-depth startup coverage: Sign up for the weekly startup email newsletter;
check out the GeekWire funding tracker and venture capital directory; and follow our startup news
headlines.

@madelinewriter.

. Journalist and writer Madeline Vuong is o graduate of Williams College. Follow her on Twitter
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Amazon reportedly set to lay off up to 30,000 corporate employees in massive
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