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METHOD FOR DETECTING AND MASKING BAD
FRAMES IN CODED SPEECH SIGNALS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to speech coding and decoding
and more particularly, to the recovery of encoded
speech information corrupted by errors due to channel
fading.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In digital cellular mobile systems, speech communi-
cation is realized by transmitting and receiving the en-
coded speech information bit stream through a radio
channel. Because of the possibility of transmission er-
rors in the fading channel, the received data may be
totally corrupted. Thus, a channel codec (coder-
decoder) is essential to mitigate the effects of transmis-
sion errors.

The channel codec must carry out three fundamental
functions:

a) error correction up to the capability of the channel

coding employed;

b) bad frame detection when the correction fails; and

c) bad frame masking with the aid of the speech de-

coder to reconstruct the lost frame.

The error correction capability of a channel codec is
determined by the error protection techniques used,
(such as, convolution coding or Reed-Solomon coding)
as well as other processing steps such as interleaving of
frames, and feed-back of receiver status (soft channel
coding).

In the new Digital Cellular Interim Standard 54 (1S-
54), convolution coding and Viterbi decoding were
selected as the error protection schemes.

The standard calls for a speech codec operating at
7950 bits/sec and able to produce 159 bits for each
speech frame of 20 msec. The channel protection used
in the standard is a multi-step channel codec. At the
channel coder side, the 159 bits are regrouped into two
classes of bits, according to their sensitivity to the re-
generated speech quality. There are 77 class 1 bits and
82 class 2 bits. The class 1 bits are more sensitive than
the class 2 bits.

A 7 bit CRC (Cyclic Redundancy Checking) is used
for the purpose of error detection. These 7 bits are
computed over the 12 most perceptually significant bits
(this means that one error in these 12 bits will degrade
severely the regenerated speech quality). These 7 bits
are part of the class 1 bits. Thus, there are in total 84
class 1 bits.

An error protection technique based on convolu-
tional coding is applied on the class 1 bits. This convolu-
tional coding uses a rate 4, 5-bit memory convolutional
code. The output bits from the convolution coder are
then interleaved with the class 2 bits. Half of these bits
are then transmitted at the current time slot and the
remainder are transmitted 20 ms later.

The channel decoder operates in the reversed order.
That is, the received data is de-interleaved in order to
recover the bits corresponding to the current speech
frame, and in order to separate these bits into class 2 bits
and the bits to be convolutionally decoded. The re-
ceived bits are then convolutionally decoded to recover
the class 1 bits (error correction step) and a CRC check
is done of the 12 most perceptually significant bits
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2
(error detection step). A bad frame masking technique is
employed whenever the CRC check fails.

The problem with this approach is two-fold. First,
the bad frame detection (CRC checking) is only based
on the 12 most perceptually significant bits and the 7
CRC bits. Note that a single error in these 7 bits can also
cause a CRC check failure. Errors which might have
occurred in the other 65 class 1 bits are not taken into
account. It was determined that even if the CRC check
succeeds, there could be more than 45% bit error rate in
these 65 bits.

Second, the bad frame masking repeats only the RO
and the LPC bits. The lag bits and the sub frame gain
(GSP9) bits are always used as received. But, when
CRC checking fails, the BER for these bits is usually
very high (the average is around 25%).

In both cases, the use of the Lag bits and the GSP0
bits as received, having more than 10% bit errors, will
degrade the regenerated speech quality. When errors
occur in the GSPO bits, the regenerated speech is usu-
ally explosion-like, which reduces considerably the
intelligibility as well as the perceptual quality of the
decoded speech.

Accordingly there is a need for an improved bad
frame detection and masking technique which will help
in the avoidance of explosion-like speech.

Thus, it is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide an improved error detection and bad frame mask-
ing technique which provides smoother regenerated
speech, improves intelligibility and the perceptual qual-
ity of speech.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
an improved error detection technique so that errors
occurring in the Class 1 bits, other than the most signifi-
cant bits, can be taken into account.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
an improved bad frame masking technique so that erro-
neous information will not be used by the speech de-
coder

Yet another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an improved error detection and bad frame mask-
ing technique which can be implemented with the re-
quirements of the digital cellular standard.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to a first aspect of the invention, there is
provided a method of improving the detection and
masking of bad frames in a coded speech signal resulting
from channel transmission errors, said coded speech
signal having a first group of bits comprising the most
perceptually significant bits of said coded speech signal,
a second group of bits comprising the second most
perceptually significant bits and a third group of bits
comprising the least perceptually significant bits, com-
prising:

de-interleaving said coded speech signal to obtain a
first series of bits comprising said first and second group
and a second series of bits comprising said third group
of bits;

convolutionally decoding said first series of bits for
recovering said first and second group of bits, said first
group of bits containing error protected bits;

performing a CRC check by sending said recovered
bits of said first group to cyclic redundancy decoding
means;

forwarding said first group of bits to speech decoder
means if said CRC check is successful; and
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replicating the frame energy and LPC parameters for
said first and third group of bits and replicating the
framé energy, LPC parameters, lag value and sub-frame
gain for said second group of bits, and subsequently
forwarding the replicated bits to said speech coder
means, if said CRC check is not successful.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a table of the bit assignment according to
the IS-54 channel codec requirements;

FIG. 2a is a block diagram showing the general
speech coding/decoding operation of 1S-54;

FIG. 2b is a block diagram illustrating the decoding
process according to the 1S-54 standard;

FIG. 2c is an illustration of the bad frame masking
process required in the IS-54 standard;

FIG. 34 is a table showing the decoding operation
required for each group of bit, according to the inven-
tion;

FIG. 3b is a block diagram used for illustrating the
operation of the improved speech decoder according to
a first embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 3¢ is an illustration of the replication process
according to said first and second embodiment of the
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

As is shown in FIG. 1, the speech information bits in
digital cellular systems (TIA-IS-54 and GSM) are or-
ganised into three groups:

Group A comprises the perceptually most significant
bits protected by error detection as well as protection
bits. If errors are detected in this group, the decoding is
considered unsuccessful and the received information is
discarded. In Group A there are 3 frame energy bits, 9
Linear Prediction Coding (LPC) bits and 7 CRC bits for
a total of 19 bits.

Group B comprises a larger group of perceptually
significant bits covered by error correction only. This
part of the received bit stream may include errors even
after decoding even though the group A error detection
indicates no errors. Group B bits are comprised of 1
frame energy bit, 4 LPC parameter bits, 28 pitch lag bits
and 32 sub-frame gain bits for a total of 65 bits.

Group C comprises a group of perceptually less sig-
nificant bits that are not protected at all. Errors in this
group generally only have a minor impact on speech
quality. In this group, there is 1 bit allocated to Frame
Energy, 25 bits to LPC parameters and 56 bits allocated
to code indices.

If we now refer to FIG. 24, we have shown a func-
tional block diagram showing the general speech co-
ding/decoding operation required in the IS-54 digital
cellular standard. The drawing depicts the channel
coding steps necessary at the transmitting end 10 before
the data is transmitted on a radio traffic channel 11, At
the receiving end 12 the data is decoded to recover the
original information. Note that since both the base sta-
tion radio and the mobile unit have a transmitting and a
receiving unit, the discussion of the operation of this
invention will be general and will not be directed to
either the base station or mobile unit specifically.

The North American digital cellular standard re-
quires the use of a speech codec (coder-decoder) oper-
ating at 7950 bits/sec. It produces 159 bits for each
speech frame of 20 msec.
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The channel protection used in the standard is a mul-
ti-step channel codec. With reference to FIG. 24, these
steps can be described as follows:

At the channel coder side, the 159 bits are regrouped
into two classes of bits, Group A and B forming the first
class and Group C forming the second class, according
to their sensitivity to the regenerated speech quality.
Thus, there are 77 class 1 bits and 82 class 2 bits. The
class 1 bits are more sensitive than the class 2 bits.

A 7 bit. CRC (Cyclic Redundancy Checking) 13 is
used for the purpose of error detection, these 7 bits are
computed over the 12 most perceptually significant bits
14, i.e. Group A bits (this means that one error in these
12 bits will severely degrade the regenerated speech
quality).

These 7 bits are part of the class 1 bits. Thus, with
1247 bits in Group A and 65 bits in Group B 15, there
is a total of 84 class 1 bits.

An error protection technique 16 is then applied on
the class 1 bits. This error protection technique is based
on convolutional coding. This convolutional coding
uses a rate 4, 5-bit memory convolutional code.

The output bits 17 from the convolutional coder 18

.are then interleaved 19 with the class 2 or Group C bits

20. Then, half of these bits are transmitted with the
current time slot. The remainder are transmitted 20 ms
later.

At the receiving end 12, the channel decoder operates
in the reverse order. That is, the received data is first
de-interleaved 21 in order to recover the bits corre-
sponding to the current speech frame and in order to
separate these bits back into the class 2 bits 22 and the
bits 23 which will need to be convolutionally decoded.

The bits 23 are convolutionally decoded 24 to re-
cover the class 1 bits, shown generally at reference
numeral 25. This is the error correction step. Then, a
CRC check 26, is performed to verify that the 12 most
perceptually significant bits, i.e. Group A bits 27 are
correct. This is the error detection step.

As will be described below, a bad frame masking
technique is used whenever the CRC check fails.

Referring now to FIGS. 2b and 2¢, we have shown a
functional block diagram illustrating the decoding and
bad frame masking processes according to the IS-54
standard.

As indicated above, the bad frame detection is based
on the CRC check 26 of the group A bits recovered
from the convolution decoder 24. As shown in FIG. 25,
if the CRC check is OK, the recovered class (Group A
and B) and class 2 (Group C) bits are used to regenerate
the speech. The recovered Group A bits 27, Group B
bits 30 and Group C bits 31 are sent to a speech decoder
for further processing. However, if the CRC check is
not OK, the frame energy and LPC parameters (see
FIG. 1) from the previous frame considered to be cor-
rectly received are replicated for Groups A, B and C, as
shown, respectively, at reference numerals 32, 33 and
34. For example, in the illustration of FIG. 2, since the
CRC check of the Group A bits for Frame § was not
OK, the frame energy and LPC parameters of the last
frame considered to be correctly received, i.e. Frame 2,
are replicated for use in Frame 5. The frame energy is
reduced depending on the number of consecutive frame
errors. However, the pitch lag and subframe gain (see
FIG. 1) are always used as received.

In the preferred embodiment of the present invention,
an additional error detection technique is used beyond
the CRC check. This technique is based on a maximum
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likelihood (ML) check and is only used if the CRC
check is successful. In both the IS-54 and GSM stan-
dards, maximum likelihood convolutional decoding
(Viterbi decoding) is employed to recover the protected
bits in Group A and Group B bits. Statistically, the
metric assigned to the final surviving path by Vertibi
decoding represents a measure of confidence in the
recovered bits. The higher the metric, the lower the
estimated bit error rate (BER) for these bits. Thus,
based on statistical analysis, a threshold was deter-
mined. This threshold is then applied to this metric to
determine whether the group B bits are corrupted.
Frames are rejected if the CRC check fails or the ML
threshold is exceeded. In the 1S-54 standard, an appro-
priate metric is the Hamming distance. The lower the
final Hamming distance, the more probable that the
final surviving path is correct, the lower the BER for
the recovered bits. In the preferred embodiment, a
Hamming distance threshold of 19 was computed to be
the best compromise. For those frames accepted by
CRC check, a BER can be plotied against the ML
threshold for group B bits when accepted and when
rejected by the ML check. By checking a finite ML
threshold (e.g. 19), for a bad channel condition (low
vehicle speed, 8 km/h, and low C/I value, 14 db), the
BER for accepted frame is reduced from 2% to 0.8%,
and the BER for rejected frames is 22%.

In order to improve the regenerated speech quality,
the standard bad frame masking technique has been
modified so that erroneous parameters are not used to
regenerate speech. As is shown in FIG. 3q, three situa-
tions can be observed after performing channel decod-
ing.

In the first case, both the CRC check 40 and the ML
check 41 indicate no errors. Thus, the Group A, B and
C bits are used without modifications.

In the second case, although the CRC check 40 was
successful, errors have been detected since the ML
check is bad 42. In this instance, the received frame
energy and LPC parameter bits of Group A and the
Group C bits are used without modification (see FIG.
1), but the lag value and subframe gain parameter bits
for each subframe, which make up the Group B bits, are
copied 43 from the last subframe of the previous frame
accepted by CRC and ML checks.

In the third case, the CRC check 44 is bad since er-
rors have been detected. As in the standard, the frame
energy and LPC parameters for Groups A, B and C are
replicated from a previous frame. However, the lag
value and sub-frame gain bits are replicated 45 as in the
second case above.

With reference to FIGS. 3b and 3¢, we can see that in
operation, the first error detection technique, i.e. the
CRC check 50, is still completed as required by the
standard. The 12 Group A bits 51 and the 82 Group C
bits 52 are used at the speech coder without modifica-
tion. However, the BER of the 65 Group B bits 53 is
verified against the ML threshold. If the ML check is
OK, indicating a minimal number of errors, the 65
Group B bits 53 are accepted without modification.

When a Viterbi algorithm is used with a hard channel
information (hard decision), as in the IS-54 standard, the
likelihood metric used is usuaily the hamming distance.
In this case, the ML path is associated with the smallest
Hamming distance. Thus, the smaller the Hamming
distance, the lower is the BER for the decoded Group
B bits. When this distance is higher then 19, the bits 53
are rejected. When the ML check 54 is not OK, the
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frame energy and LPC parameters of the frame are kept

55 without modifications. However, the pitch lag value

and sub-frame gain of the last sub-frame of the last ac-

cepted frame are replicated 56. The modified Group B

bits 57 is then sent to the speech decoder for further

processing.

When the CRC check 80 is not OK, then as indicated
above, the frame energy and LPC parameter bits of
Groups A, B and C are replicated as per the standard.
However, with respect to Group B, the replication
process 58 includes the lag value and sub-frame gain of
the last frame to have been correctly received. The
modified Group A, B and C bits depicted, respectively,
at reference numerals 59, 60 and 61 are then sent to the
speech coder.

The example illustrated in FIG. 3¢, shows the two
bad frame masking technique when either of the error
detection steps fail. In the first instance, if the CRC
check of the Group A bits for Frame 5 was not OK, the
frame energy and LPC parameters of the last frame
considered to be correctly received, i.e. Frame 2, are
replicated 70 for use in Frame 5. In addition, the lag
value and sub-gain frame of frame 2 is also replicated.
This replication is made for the Group A, B and C bits.

In the second instance, if the CRC check of the
Group A bits is successful but the ML check fails, then,
the Group A and C bits of frame 5 are sent to the speech
decoder without modification (see FIG. 3b) and the
received frame energy and LPC parameters of the
Group B bits of frame § are used without modification
71. ON the other hand, the pitch lag value and sub-
frame gain of the last sub-frame 72 of frame 2 are repli-
cated 73. Thus, the modified Group B bits 57 (see FIG.
3b) comprises received frame energy and LPC parame-
ters bits and replicated pitch lag value and sub-frame
gain bits.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of improving the detection and masking
of bad frames in a coded speech signal resulting from
channel transmission errors, said coded speech signal
having a first group of bits comprising the most signifi-
cant bits of said coded speech signal, error detection bits
and error correction bits, a second group of bits com-
prising the second most significant bits and error cor-
rection bits and a third group of bits comprising the
least significant bits, said method comprising the steps
of:

de-interleaving said coded signal to obtain a first

series of bits comprising said first and second group
of bits and a second series of bits comprising said
third group of bits;

convolutionally decoding said first series of bits for

recovering said first and second group of bits;
performing a Cyclic Redundancy Code (CRC) check
on recovered bits of said first group;

" if said CRC check is successful, utilizing said third
group of bits and said recovered bits of said first
group for speech decoding and performing a maxi-
mum likelihood check on said second group of bits;

if said maximum likelihood check is successful, utiliz-

ing said recovered bits of said second group for
speech decoding; and

if said maximum likelihood check is unsuccessful,

replicating the pitch lag value and sub-frame gain
for each sub-frame of said bad frame, from the last
sub-frame of the previously accepted frame.

2. A method as defined in claim 1, further comprising
the steps of:
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if said CRC check is not successful, replicating the
frame energy and LPC parameters for said first and
third group of bits;

replicating the frame energy, LPC parameters, lag 5
value and sub-frame gain for said second group of
bits; and .

utilizing the replicated bits of said first, second and
third groups for speech decoding. 10
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3. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein said con-
volutional decoding comprises a Viterbi maximum like-
lihood convolution decoding.

4. A method as defined in claim 3, wherein said maxi-
mum likelihood check is successful if a metric assigned
to the final surviving path by said Viterbi decoding is
less than a predetermined threshold.

5. A method as defined in claim 4, wherein said met-

ric is defined as the Hamming distance.
* % » x %



