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Preface

This new edition of THE MERRIAM-WEBSTER DICTIONARY is the fifth in a line
of Merriam-Webster paperback dictionaries which began in 1947. It is
based on and preserves the best aspects of preceding editions, but it also
offers much that is new, drawing specifically on Merriam-Webster’s Col-
legiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition, which was published after the appear-
ance of the last paperback edition. Every entry and every section has been
reexamined and revised in light of the most current information available.
Every definition has been based on examples of actual use found in the
Merriam-Webster citation file, which now includes more than 14,500,000
examples of English words used in context.

The 60,000 entries in The Merriam-Webster Dictionary give coverage to
the most frequently used words in the language. The heart of the diction-
ary is the A-Z vocabulary section, where readers will find information
about meaning, spelling, pronunciation, etymology, and synonymy. This
section is followed by several others that users have long found useful: a
list of foreign words and phrases that often occur in English texts; a list of
nations of the world; a list of places in the United States having 18,000 or
more inhabitants; a similar list of places in Canada; and a section devoted
to widely used signs and symbols. The A-Z vocabulary is preceded by a
set of Explanatory Notes that should be read carefully by every user of the
dictionary. An understanding of the information contained in these notes
will make the dictionary both easier and more rewarding to use.

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary has been created by a company that
has been publishing dictionaries for 150 years. It has been edited by an ex-
perienced staff of lexicographers, who believe it will serve well those who
want a concise and handy guide to the English language of today.
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compost * concelebrant 166

comepost \'kéim-spdst\ n : a fertilizing
material consisting largely of decayed

organic matter comepulssive \-siv\ adj
\kom-'pS-zhor\ 7 : CALM- 1y \-se-ré\ adj
NESS, SELF-POSSESSION comepuncetion \kam-'popk-g
comepote \'kim-1pdt\ 7 1 : fruits : anxiety arising from guilt :
cooked in syrup 2 : a bowi (as of comepute \kom-'pyiit\ vh
glass) usu. with a base and stem for comeputei
1. Serving esp. fruit or compote

pels 3 : an irresistible j

g — comspustastion-al adj
T.

) e, €0 ted tomography 7 ; ragjog
t. L componere, fr. com- together + in which a three-dnmensnona]i g

0 p to, a body structure is constructed "
by combining parts (~ a medicine) 3 plane ¢y
ong an

ponere to put] 1 : coMBINE 2 : to form

! computer from a series of
: SETTLE (~ a dispute); also : to re-  sectional images made al
frain from prosecuting (an offense) in comeputeer

return for a consideration 4 : to in-
crease (as interest) by an amount that  store, retrieve, and
, can itself vary; also : to add to comeputeer«ise Brit var of co
1\"kim-spaind\ adj 1 : made comeputersize \kom-'pyii
vidual parts 2 : composed of -ized; -izeing 1 : 1o carry out,

d similar parts esp. of a kind or produce by means of a ¢
usu. independent (a ~ plant ovary) 3

\kom-*pyii-tar\  ;
grammable electronic device

: to provide with computers 3 ¢
: formed by the combination of two or i i

store in a computer;

also : put
form that a computer

more otherwise independent ele-
ments (~ sentence)

Scom+pound \'kiim-spaind\n1: a word 1
consisting of parts that are words 2 computerized axial tomeo
: something formed from a union of : coMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY
elements or parts; esp : a distinct comerade \*kim-irad\ n [MF col
substance formed by the union of two group sleeping in on

v 2 € _room, p
or more chemical elements syn mix- ’

1 mate, companion, fr. Sp cg,
ture, composite, blend, admixture, fr. cdmara room, fr. LL
4 alloy i . i COMPANION, ASSOCIATE — (g
comepound \'kim-ipaind\ n [by folk _ Iy adj — comeradesship »

etymology fr. Malay kampung group con \'kin\ vb conned; conening 1 3

of buildings, village] : an enclosure . oRizE 2 : STUDY

containing buildings Jeon adv : in opposition : AGAINST
compound interest n : interest comput- *con 1 : an Opposing argument, pen

ed on the sum of an original principal _ or position (pros and ~s

and accrued interest “con vb conned; conening 1 : s
comepreshend \sikdm-pri-'hend\ vb 1 : PERSUADE, CAJOLE

i UNDERSTAND 2 : INCLUDE — COMepre- 5con 7 : CONVIOT

henssicble \-*hen-ss-bol\ adj — com- conc abbr concentrated :

preshenesion \-fhen-chan\ 7 — com- conecatse-nate \kin-'ka-to-snat\ whi

preshenssive \-siv\ adj ed; -nating : to link togethes
!comepress \kam-"pres\ vb : to squeeze n

k series or chain — cones
together syn constrict, contract, \(1)kéin-ska-te-"ni-shan\ n -
shrink — comepresssion \-*pre-shan\n conscave \kéin-"kav, Tkan-y)

2~ comepressor \-'pre-sor\ n : curved or rounded inward ik

comepress \"kdm-ipres\ n : a folded pad  inside of a bowl — consca
or cloth used to press upon a body 'ka-va-té\ n
part ' ’ coneceal \kan-*sél\ vb : to place
compressed air » : air under pressure sight : HIDE — con-cealsment
greater than that of the atmosphere  conecede \kon-'s&d\ vh
comeprise \kam-'priz\ vb comeprised; cedsing 1 :
comeprissing 1 : INCLUDE, CONTAIN 2
: to be made up of 3 : compoSE, CON-
STITUTE

‘comeprosmise \*kéim-pra-smiz\ n : a set-

tlement of differences reached by

mutual concessions metaphor — coneceitsed adj
compromise vb -mised; -mising 1 : to consceive \kan-*sév\ vb C
settle by compromise 2 : to exposeto ceiving 1 : to become p
suspicion or loss of reputation pregnant with (~ a child) 2
competroller \kon-'tro-lor, 'kimp- an idea of : THINK, IMAGH
1tro-\ z : an official who audits and  ceiveable \- sé-va-bal\ adj
supervises expenditures and ac- ably \-blé\ ad
counts coneceleesbrant  \kon-*
comepulssion \kam-pal-shan\ 7 1 : an  : one that jointly particip:
act of compelling 2 : a force that com- brating the Eucharist

onsced
to admit to be @
: GRANT, YIELD syn allow,
edge, avow, confess
coneceit \kan-"sét\ n 1 : ex
high opinion of one's self @
: VANITY 2 : an elaborate or 8t
2

: 4 mpul;
constraint, force, violence, dy, o

i CALCULATE, RECKqy
comepustastion \tkim-pyu-t 3 gp
comepound \kdm-*paund, 'kim-s\ vb j

ME c MF ¢ di

-to-ariz\

h Can use —;
putsersizastion \-1pyii-to-ro-tza.q

concentrate * concretion

-sha-*nar,
. conecesssion-aire \kan-ise-sho:
.‘qng\lkén-sm“:l}—\aetl} |vr£,lo- lf)nnte c-'ner\ n : one that owns or operates a
S olr t"mt'gezza: to make less c::é\‘::e\s'sll(gxa k. *kinch\ . ol co\nch:
?ﬁo'ﬁx one's powers, efforts, \"kiigks\ or conchees \lkan-:::[fo s
tons ething concentrated  large sp"rall-sh?lggi sl}t]l;limc
‘ n:s‘\"ﬂan-san.-ua.shan\, n  mollusk; also o AR
" ‘ pr(l)Cess of conceméaun: cocli\;lgsgsmme el {)Fllklﬁ;:
¢ i ; es] X A 3
B ichioromaange ot [oen s, uing
; ne‘;’;mounllof e © ;v :ogeusu. multilingual hotel staff
e
area or volum

member oo _ .
o "s:oi} fva-‘\'?%rv;'fu'ﬁ conscilsieate \kon-'si-lé-sat\ vb ateed;
ner:

confined .ating 1 : to bring into agreement
oners) are

\kon-*sen-tril
L common center

j : : to gain the goodwill of
e havi '—“Ccoor:l?(l:'l-lfi-ivﬁon \-1 i-_lé-ea-shon\ d’;
v — conecilsiastorry \-'si-l1€-o-1tor-&\ a
conscise \kon-'sis\ adj : expressing

asept\ 1 : THOUGHT, MO~ 0 ) i few words : BRIEF — comecise-

nece] -isep-
. s al v > \'kin kléve\ssnn ML, fr. L,
2 consclave - o I, Lo
LA -C:)t:‘lc- room that can be locked, fr. c;;mgat[g_
. b%l? \gmder- gether + clavis key] : aanva
A G
1 (ge SR o paa c‘::Idl).l"l:-clm‘l-lng 1:to bringsto t?) Elgrs‘z
i NCEPTU- : END 2 : DECIDE, lUDlGE g ahcng
Riinar af oo aboutas a reSlillt syl‘l1 chose. 3
i te, hal
-wo-iliz\ vb minate, complele, ha 1 e
(Q';éﬁﬂ{ihfo\:&:alz'ion -4 I 'Iu‘ls“(,:lcl)rl\;(::\;;m:l:: zc};t? n; :'Xcasoning
0 ; prinss 3:o0uT-
A \ vb 1 : to relate to ey v '
;Pe S:l;?ness g e gg‘b):ECSZEZSULT — consclussive \-siv\ adj
— consclussively adv . ik
conscoct \kan-*kakt, kin-\vb 1: to ?s 3
pare by combining raw.njl'aler’:a i
: DEVISE — conscocstion \-* kak-st on A
conscomeistant \-"ka-mo-tant\ ((I:gjnc'o:n -
ing to : REGARD-  COMPANYING, ATTENDING —
prep : relating to 2 S e s
tsorn-mant\ 2 1 conecord \"kén-skord, 0
.\kan-h's‘:h O Ccor lM‘mo\rl‘(\;n-'kévr—cl’ns\ nl:an
mm o NSEQUENCE comscoredance \ podainl o
5 e )R'l;;{‘\c,f,lc?agreemem alphabeu:a‘lhxg;i_g);/%rks = b
ficais > c- orinan auth fhe ta-
e Concg;t?:saof sages in which they occur 2 : A
. MENTE-SOV(E l{":lg”l\ adj : HARMONIOUS,
- conecor-dant \-d°n g
. e AGREgEG! \kon-*kor-sdat\ n : CONCOR-
: i : mutual- conecors«dat \kon-
an-*sar-tad \ adj : mutual- > '
2 ;tﬂ: also : performed in uni cgi:.:gz \'kén--kﬁrg\ b 5_?H§210:é3
i I GA
é :anin- neous coming together : H o
v \nkln-sar—'hq-na\t‘:l_[;ifayn in: e e s o hglsl égfhleﬂr ;
i the g m"l- mas-tor\ _ terminal) \yhelre _cro:vku e
B cvmatostor n : the tconecrete \kan-'krét. Tkan-skréQy ad/ 1
4 m'l-bf orches- :naming a real thing oxi.lc s
e Vlol;lns oo:;uclor : not abstract 2 : not tf clgting 8l Has,
‘;1:: tt(’x\enC pl-ti\-()té\ TUAL 3: made of or rel
ece . T 2esmen a ét, kan-'krét\ vb
2 a piece for one or more , \Skiniketty Kin
¢ orche It c%%:-?rt&-ed: col'A-cret-lm;l 1 : SOLIDIFY 2
w : ith concrete r
H t : to cover \yl 0] AL oo
yss:ﬁ:':s" ;. . s&)r.nz?h?:g ’con-cgelt)e _\l:jlgarg'n- xlrgtCelfi:la; a(I;;elta\y "mix—
v hard buildin 3 :
el l‘?oy:sgoi\l/e-"r??egr:}aﬁf ing cement, sand, and gravel with wa
3 : r comn i & : a hard
B s sreites o \kiin-'kré-shon\ n : a
B o cor:xl;csrse‘g;): when formed abnormally

in the body
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