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Why we love them: We like it for jogging. 

Why we don't: We hate it for shopping. 

Tandem Seating 
You won't find as many tandem seats with double 

all-terrains, generally because it's a harder engineering 

feat to pull off in a triangular shaped stroller. If 

you're looking at this type, choose one that is nice 

and stable and can't tip over easily like a tricycle. 

Why we love them: They are much easier to shop 

with, because we can actually fit into the shops. 

Why we don't: The stability thing bugs us. Especially when an 

overexcited front passenger unexpectedly decides to dismount. 

Tandem Basket Seating 
As strange as it sounds, this new seating design puts one 

child literally underneath the other. The front rider sits in 

a seat that resembles a single all-terrain setup. The sec­

ond child sits in a sling seat mounted underneath 

and slightly behind, where the stroller basket 

would be (and now, most definitely is not). They 

have room for their legs and all, and there is a high 

seat back and safety straps. But we still hate it. The kid is inches off the 

ground. They stare at the back of the seat in front of them. And the wheels 

are right there, just begging to be touched. Yes, there are parents who love 

them and kids who swear they love to ride in them. And the manufacturers 

have finally started adding wheel guards. We're still not sold. 

Why we love them: We really don't. 

Why we don't: No matter what you say, the kid is riding in the 

basket and looks like an unsafe afterthought to us. 

Strollers * 341 

Reclining Seats 

Lo~k for a recline capability on both seats, or else you run the risk of 

revealmg who really is your favorite kid. 

Weight 

. 0~ course, double all-terrain strollers are heavier than singles. They range 

m weight from 28 to 35 pounds. 

Price 
Double all-terrains are more expensive, too. Price ranges from $300 to $700. 

Features to Consider 
* Stroller seat setup 

* Reclines 

* Weight 

NOTES: Double All-Terrain Strollers 

Model Name/ 
Manufacturer Store/Price My Impressions Grade 
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~~ Dou:BL:I-: JoGGUJ'G S'l'ROLL:I-:RS 
( / If you are a serious runner and have two chil-

dren you want to take with you, you'll need a 

double jogging stroller. 
~ 21 Read our entry on jogging strollers to learn 
(~ ~ about which features make a good one, but here 
~ are the specific specifications for doubles. 

Seating 
Jogging strollers only offer one 

seating arrangement for double rid­
ers: side by side. The positioning 
makes the entire stroller much wider, 
of course, and can make pushing 
more difficult, but you're guaranteed 

a better workout. 
Look for seats that are wide 

enough to comfortably seat your chil­
dren. As with single joggers, seats are 
typically very deep and tend to force 

riders to look up rather than out. 

Safety Straps 

Also Known As 
Double jogger, runner double, 
Duallie, Twinner, twin jogger 

Age Range 
6 months to 5 years 

Total Usage 
41/2 years 

Recommendation 
Nice to have 

When to Buy 
Just bejore your twins or next 
baby turns 6 months old. 

As on single joggers, the safety 

straps are decidedly loose and lack­
ing on double joggers. Check their 
adjustability in the store and see if 
you can actually strap younger children in tightly enough. 

Canopy 
Because the seats are side by side, double jogging strollers have one giant 

canopy that shades both passengers. Look for one that provides adequate 
shade, but beware. Some are so large, a big gust of wind, and poof, you're 

Mary Poppins. 

Strollers * 343 

Size 
The largest of all strollers on Earth, the double jogging stroller is wide as 

a h~use. Forget about being able to push it through a single, standard door. 
Seriously, forget about it. 

Folding 
Most d~ fold, with more steps than most strollers. And you'll still need an 

extra parkmg spot for it when it's folded. 

Price 
Double jogging strollers range in price from $200 to over $400. 

Why we love them: Because we've never needed to continue our jogs 
more than after we've had our second kid. 

Why we don't: Because we still hate jogging. 

Features to Consider * Seat width 

* Safety straps 

Model Name/ 
Manufacturer 

* Canopy 

* Fold 

NOTES: Double Jogging Strollers 

Store/Price My Impressions Grade 
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If you have two children but are worried about 

the size, weight, and price of double strollers, you 

might consider a stroller-and-a-half. Meant for moms 

with children of different ages, they are a great option 

E ~ if you have an older child who likes to walk some­

~ times and would leave her seat in a full double empty 

more often than not. 
A stroller-and-a-half is a single standard stroller with a regular stroller seat 

and an additional area behind that seat for the occasional older hitchhiker. 

When shopping for a stroller­

and-a-half, employ the same tactics 

and look for the same features 

found on a single standard stroller, 

but also consider the following. 

Age Range 
While the standard stroller's seat 

can be used on most models from 

birth up (with an infant car seat car­

rier only, unless the seat fully reclines 

and is specifically suited for a new­

born), the minimum age for a back 

passenger is around 21/2 years, or 

when your child is old enough to not 

just throw himself off the little plat­

form on a whim. 
This is not a suitable stroller choice 

for twins, as they can't be in the back 

when they're younger, and they'll fight 

for the back when they're older. 

Also Known AB 
Sit-N-Stand, baby-toddler ride­

along stroller, Caboose stroller 

Age Range 
6 months to 4 years, unless you 

attach an inf ant car seat earner, 

and then it can be usedfrom birth 

Tot.al Usage 
4 years 

Recommendation 
Nice to have 

When to Buy 
If you have an older toddler (21/2-

plus years old), buy this stroller 

before your second baby is born. 
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Front Seat 
The front seat is a standard stroller seat, although with much less recline 

than we like. Look for adequate padding and appropriate safety straps. Many 

models also offer a child snack tray, which we like. 

Back Board and Bench 
Behind the front seat is extra space with a little board and bench seat for 

the older child. The back rider can either stand on the board or sit on a little 

bench. The bench is usually quite small and backless and resembles a tiny 

camping table. There is usually a strap that hooks between the stroller handles, 

however, that can give back support to a child when she is standing. We pre­

fer models that have a sliding rather than fixed bench, so it can be moved out 

of the way when the rider stands. 

While some back seats do have a little lap strap, children can easily free 

themselves, so let only mature kids ride in the back. 

Finally, look for a stroller that doesn't allow easy, tempting access to the 

back wheels. Another reason to not let your 18-month-old ride in the back, 

no matter how smart he might be. 

Basket 
The stroller-and-a-half does come with a nice large basket, but it can be 

difficult to access when the back rider is onboard. 

Canopy 
The canopy on the stroller-and-a-half only covers the front seat. Back rid­

ers are left to their own hat and sunscreen devices. 

Size and Weight I 

The size and weight of a stroller-and-a-half is comparable to a lighter 

standard stroller. They usually weigh between 21 and 25 pounds. They are 

much easier to manage, steer, and store than double standard strollers and 

feel much sturdier than double umbrellas. 
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Price 
The price ranges from $130 to $250. More money will get you a more 

durable, easier-to-drive stroller with more parent convenience features. 

W'hy we love them: Because they're bigger than a single, but smaller 

than a double. Perfect for our baby/ older toddler combination. 

W'hy we don't: Because our older toddler sure does think it's funny to 

jump off midstride. We, however, don't. 

Other Toddler Seats 
Some standard single and all-terrain single strollers actually have their own 

"stroller~and-a-half" versions with the addition of attachable toddler seats. 

These tiny seats usually resemble little grocery cart seats and attach directly 

to the single stroller. The seats have no recline and are meant for older chil­

dren, up to 35 pounds, but we found that kids over 21/2 actually didn't like sit­

ting in them for very long. However, they are a great option to see you 

through the stage of an older sibling from age 18 months to 21/2 years. 

Features to Consider 
* Front seat padding 

* Harnesses 

* Snack tray 

* Basket 

* Bench padding 

* Bench slide 

Model Name / 
Manufacturer 

NOTES: Strollers-and-a-Half 

Store/Price My Impressions 

Strollers * 347 

Grade 
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M uL'l'IPLtS S'l'ROLLtRS 

You can get a multiples seat setup on 

almost any type of stroller, but your options 

will be very limited beyond that. There is usu­

ally only one or two on the market of each style. 

You'll have to decide which type of stroller 

you most prefer, and then everything about that 

stroller will basically be picked for you. What kind of multiples mom ar~ you? 

There are carriages for city walkers, standard strollers for the budget-minded, 

minimalist designs for car seat ferry­

ing, all-terrain strollers for the active 

mom, and even joggers. 

Most multiples strollers accom­

modate triplets, but there are strollers 

for quads, and even a company that 

makes six-seaters, called minibuses. 

Seating 
You can find side-by-side-by-side 

options, as well as inline (tandem for 

triplets) arrangements, even those 

with stadium seating. Look for seats 

with nice padding and as much 

recline as possible. A flat recline or 

infant car seat carrier connection is 

required for newborns, and we're 

guessing you are going to want to 

leave the house at some point during 

the first six months. 

Also Known As 
Triplet stroller, Triplette stroller, 

triple stroller, quad stroller, 

Minibus, Trio 

Age Range 
Birth to 4 years 

Tot.al Usage 
4 years 

Recommendation 
Must have, for those with mar­

velous multiples 

When to Buy 
When you.find out you're expect­

ing twins or more, start shopping! 

Strollers * 349 

Handling 
Inline strollers feel like you're pushing a semitruck, but they do fit through 

doorways. Side-by-side-by-sides, not so much. Most multiples strollers will get 

you from point A to point B, but some require a Herculean effort. Don't expect 

the maneuverability of an umbrella stroller, but some models made by ex-auto­

mobile engineers are modern marvels of mobility. 

Size and Weight 
, Did we say double jogging strollers were the largest strollers around? 

Multiples strollers laugh at little double joggers-ha ha ha ha! They are heavy 

behemoths, weighing anywhere from 30 to 60 pounds. But they are heavy for • 

a reason. You have lots of babies to protect! 

Folding 
Remember these strollers are large and bulky and will not be the easiest 

to fold. Some are definitely easier than others, and som~ are more compact 

when folded than others. So if size is an issue, consider the folded dimen­

sions. Also consider if any or all the seats have to be removed to fold it. 

Handles 
Most have telescoping handles for easier adjustment. Because you won't 

know how the weight distdbutes until you start pushing it fully loaded, an 

adjustable handle is key-but choose a solid one. 

Brakes 
All strollers need brakes; none more so than one with the extra momen­

tum of multiple little bodies. Most multiples strollers have hand and foot 

brakes. They should be solid, but not so sticky as to be hard to disengage. 

Canopies 
Most multiples strollers either come with canopies or offer them sepa­

rately. We're big fans of big amounts of shade. 
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Fabric and Color 
Don't expect fabulous fabric choices. Sadly, the choice in the style depart­

ment is much more limited than for other types. You can find pretty nice 

options, especially if you're only looking for triplets. Got six? The very name 

"minibus" should tell you it's not going to be that pretty. 

Stroller Basket 
With multiples, you have multiple diaper bags and more stuff, so look for 

the biggest basket you can possibly find. And mal<e sure it's easily accessible. 

Price 
Prices vary according to the number of seats you require and the type of 

stroller you want. Carriages, jogging, and all-terrain strollers are the most 

expensive. As with most strollers, the more expensive models will last much 

longer than the cheaper versions. 

Multiples strollers range from $250 to $1,500. Most good ones are in the 

$600 to $900 range. 

Availability 
Multiples strollers are hard to find in retail stores. We would drive a good 

two hours to test-drive one. All can easily be ordered on the Internet. 

EBay, Craigslist, and multiples message boards are great resources for 

secondhand models at giant savings. 

W'hy we love them: Being a product of one, we love any product 

made especially for large families. 

W1,y we don't: We're not a freak show, people! Triplets are not that 

amazing. Quit staring! Move along, move along! 

Features to Consider 

* Seat padding 

* Seat reclines 

* Car-seat adaptable 

* Fold 

* Handle 

* Canopy 

* Brakes 

* Basket 

Model Name/ 
Manufacturer 

Strollers * 351 

NOTES: Multiples Strollers 

Store/Price My Impressions Grade 




