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D) LicH1wEI6HT/ UMBRELLA STROLLERS

Lightweight strollers earn: entry into this category
because they are (drum roll, please) light in weight. Weighing
15 pounds and less, they are not only a necessity, but also

a lifesaver for short trips with tired toddlers. Their ability
(;@ to fold compactly makes them a great, trunk-saving
choice, and their small size makes maneuvering in tight
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spaces a breeze.
Not meant as a replacement for a full-size, standard stroller, most lightweight
strollers are too light to accommodate infant car seat carriers; even a shopping

bag hung from the back handles can tip them over. Unless they have a reclin--

ing seat, they are not to be used with infants under 6 months old.
Technically a stroller is labeled
“umbrella” if it has two U-shaped l
handles and folds in on itself like |
an umbrella. A “lightweight” stroller }
folds flat. 1
Because this is the only category Also Known As
of stroller (and perhaps baby geat!) Buggy
where $9 models are available, it
might seem like a great place to give
your wallet a break. However, we rec-

Age Range

6 months to 4 years, unless it has
a flat recline, and can be used
Sfrom birth

Total Usage

31/3 to 4 years

ommend investing in a good, feature-
packed lightweight stroller because
you'll use it longer and more often
than any other stroller (you'll be sick

of your full-size one by age 1, we Recommendation
promise!). The extra durability, nicer Nice to have

fabric, and ease of steering are well When to Buy

worth the extra money. Don't believe When you are tired of lugging

us? Try pushing a cheap one through  around your full-size strolier
Disneyland all day. Your wrists, back,
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and shoulders will not thank you. In fact, they may light torches, rile vthe vil-
lagers, and come after you.

For more than two hundred years, parents only had one choice of
stroller—the heavy, unwieldy baby carriage. It’s hard to believe,
but the modern, folding stroller wasn’t invented until 1965.

Owen Maclaren, a British test pilot and aeronautical designer,
decided to try something new after a visit from his daughter, who
flew from America with her baby and cumbersome baby carriage.
In converted stables at his country farmhouse, he formed an
ingenious frame out of aluminum that weighed just six pounds
and folded compactly. And thus the umbrella stroller was born.

We love Maclarens, and we're so grateful for the superior han-
dling and styling, we feel like sending them a small donation.
And then we found out that they are releasing a black leather and
gold umbrella stroller for $4,000, and we changed our minds.
They seem to be doing all right on their own.

Maneuverability

We used to think all umbrella strollers were the same—hard to maneuver,
flimsy little things that strained and tilted when you tried to shove them
around a corner. And then we pushed our first high-quality umbrella stroller.
With our breath. Unbelievable, life-altering difference. We'd wept through a
trip to an amusement park because pushing our umbrella stroller was like hik-
ing through waist-deep snow uphill, but we assumed they were all like that.

Perhaps because we grew up going to the Dollar Store with a mom whod
never dream of dropping $100 on a stroller when you could get one for
$10, we never touched one until our second children. We thought the only

MOCKINGBIRD ET AL. EX1031




312 1t the Baby Gizio buying guide

difference between higher-priced umbrella strollers was in the fancy fabric.
Yeah, the fabric is nice, but the real difference is in the design. Cheap
umbrella strollers are crisscrossed, hollow steel tubes with a sling of fabric
buttoned on them. Nice umbrella strollers are feats of engineering that
carefully balance their load over the back wheels for maximum stability and
mobility. You can push a good umbrella stroller with a fifth grader in it with
your thumb. If you are even slightly interested and can possibly afford it,
do yourself a favor and get a good one—eatly.

The Seat

Lightweight stroller seats are generally quite stiff, quite unpadded, and
quite uncomfortable for riders. Rather than a supported seat with a stiff, rein-
forced frame, many lightweight seats are simple slings of fabric. Some are
barely even fabric, but a ventilated mesh. Because you will use this stroller for
years, and your children will spend days of their life in it, we do recommend
getting a nice padded one.

Reclining Seat

Many umbrella stroller seats are fixed in position and do not recline. Make
sure that if you buy one of those, it's what you want. Weve grabbed one by
mistake before and what a mistake it was! The only thing better than a happy
toddler is a sleeping toddler, and yours will be neither in a fixed frame seat.

Plenty of umbrella strollers do have reclining seats now; even fully reclining
for a newborn (although we wouldn’t put a newborn in a lightweight stroller).
While some offer various levels of recline, others only offer two positions: up
and down. The method of recline for umbrella strollers is quite different from
the mechanical methods on standard strollers. Seats on lightweights recline
using zippers, hooks, drawstrings, straps, buckles, and sometimes levers.

Handles

The handles on cheaper lightweight strollers are notoriously uncomfortable;
the nicer strollers have nicer handles. Some are hard plastic, but some are
padded. We like the padded ones.
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Be careful of anything you hang on the back of your umbrella ;troller
as they are lightweight enough to tip backward quite easily. We're alwa ;
extremely careful when our toddler is in one, but somehow we always for }e,t
about unloading the back first, and when we lift our child out, the stroﬁer
crashes backward to the ground. While our child is safe in our arms, our
purse and the stroller take a beating. ,
Basket

Seriously scaled-down umbrella strollers will not have a basket at all.
Some nicer ones do, and we seek those out. However, prepare for a much
smaller basket than on standard strollers.

Extra Features
Lightweight strollers are lightweight because they don’t offer much extra.

No snack trays, no parent consoles, no cup holders. You can add some of these
things with universal accessories, which we do. Oh, we do.

Stroller Weight
Under 15 pounds, they are all pretty light. So light, you won't really feel

a difference between an 11- and a 13-pounder. The lightest ones weigh in at
7 pounds, but most are around 12.

" Price

There are two basic types of umbrella stroller: cheap and not. The cheap

ones range from $9 to $39. The higher you go on the pay scale, the better your
stroller will maneuver. Period.

The not-cheap umbrella strollers range from $50 to $200. Too steep?
Look online for last year’s model; you can usually score a brand new one for
$100 less and the only difference is generally the color.

Why we love them: They are lightweight and easy to travel with.
Why we don’t: They are lightweight and easy to tip over.
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Features to Consider
¢ Maneuverability
71 Seat
¢t Seat recline
7t Handles
77 Basket

NOTES: Lightweight/Umbrella Strollers

v

Model Name /

e Store/Price My Impressions
Manufacturer
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9  LuXURY STROLLER SYSTEMS

In 1999, Max Barenbrug;, a design student from

The Netherlands, set out to make a new kind of

stroller that offered more functionality and a sleeker

((m T form. He pitched his concept to every major man-

o= ufacturer and was turned down. He decided to

make them anyway, so he and his brother started their
own company; a little outfit called Bugaboo. And a new era was born.

Loved by the very starriest of celebrities—think Madonna and
Gwyneth—the stroller crashed through price barriess, selling for a full
$400 more than the next priciest brands.

Who would pay that much for a stroller?

A lot of people, apparently, as sales
tripled from 2003 to 2004. Now |
almost a dozen new manufacturers t

!

PO RPN A S T

are producing luxury stroller systems.
Ownets swear by them, reviewers
swoon over them, and magazine edi-
tors can’t print their photos enough.
So, are they really worth all the

Also Known As
Designer stroller, pram system,

croaking? In a word, yes.

When we first started testing
them, we were prepared to push
through the hype and were even a
little biased against them. We're
middle-class moms, after all, and
proud of it.

And while it was lust at first sight
(the delicious solid-colored fabrics
against the cool gray aluminum is
such a relief from the 6,000 muted
plaid variations of other strollers), it
was true love at first push. A luxury

infant stroller system

Age Range

Birth to 4 years

Total Usage

4 years

Recommendation

Really nice to have

When to Buy

If you're going to pull the trigger,
do it before your baby s born, so

you can enjoy the benefits of this
stroller system from day one.
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stroller system surpasses every stroller we've ever laid hands on in terms of
mobility, maneuverability, and just plain modern marvelousness. It responds
with the slightest touch. Drives as if on clouds. And offers flexibility the likes
of which we've never seen.

Only having viewed them (jealously) from afar, we were surprised to learn
that luxury stroller systems are more than just a designer stroller. They are,
in fact, full systems, good from birth through preschool, for use in the car,
in the park, and even in the house.

They are three strollers in one: a carriage, a toddler stroller, and an all-
terrain stroller. They come with detachable carry-cots that can be carried into
the house and used as a Moses basket. And many now come with baby rock-
ers and infant car seat carriers.

The core of the system is the chassis—the metal frame of the stroller—
and it includes the luscious handlebar and wonderful, giant, air-filled,
shock-absorbing wheels. The seats are separate pieces you attach depending
on your need: a carry-cot for an infant, a regular stroller seat for a toddler,
even “fun seats” for big kids with little steering wheels.

They are very sleek and modern, and sadly lacking parent convenience
features. Most have started adding cup holders, but that’s about all.

However, they do offer tons of accessories, many included: sun canopies,
rain covers, mosquito nets, foot muffs, wheeled boards so toddler can hitch
a ride, travel bags, and infant car seat adapters.

Weight
Unbelievably, all that stroller goodness weighs very little. Most luxury
stroller systems weigh less than 20 pounds.

Price

Luxury stroller systems range in price from $500 to $1,000; most fall in the
$700 range. Sounds like a bomb, but we added up the price of all the individ-
ual buys a luxury stroller system would save us from having to purchase:
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Travel system: $300
All-terrain stroller: $350
Umbrella stroller: $160

Rain guard: $20
Moses basket: $100
Baby seat: $40
TOTAL: $970

Yeah, we were shocked too. In fact, we managed to spin it to our hus-
bands that a luxury stroller system was actually going to save us money!

We can't afford the Hermes Birkin bag. We'll never drive a Bentley. But
to discover that the most beautiful, most versatile, designer strollers on the
planet actually cost the same price we're spending anyway on lesser quality
products was a great, great day for us middle class moms. It’s not for every-
one, sure. But if you can swing it, you won't regret it.

Special Features
So what special features should you look for in a luxury stroller system?

Fabric

Plush is king, but not always easy to clean. And some fabrics that look
good actually turn out to be too hot. Pick a nice, breathable fabric that you
can at least spot clean. Or, in the case of a diaper explosion, replace.

Easy-to-Use Clips

Because most systems require you to clip the bassinet or stroller seat onto
the frame—and sometimes unclip them every time you want to fold it—
look for a system that makes this easy. Some are foolproof; some make us

feel like fools.
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