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specific gravity I speech 

spectacled bear 
Tremarctos ornatus 

specific gravity 11. The ratio of the !1J3SS of a soUd or li_quid 10 the 
mas$ of an equal volume of distilled water at 4°C (39°F) or of a gas 10 an 
equal volume of air or hydrogen under prescribed conditions of tempera­
ture and p心$Ure. Also called relative density. 
specific  heat 11. 1. The ra1lo of the amount of heal required 10 raise 
the temperature of a unit mas� of a subsr,nce by one unit of tern沁rature
1o the皿ounl of heal required 10 raise the temperature of a similar mass 
ofn reference m�te『记I, usually 1四四， by the same amount. 2. The nmounl 
of heat, measured in calories, required to raise the t叩p心atme of one 
gram of a substance by one Celsius degree. 
specific humidity 11. -The ratio of the weight of water in a volume 
of air to山e weight· or the d.ry air alone, usually expressed in grams per 
kilogram. 
specific impulse 11. A performance measure for rocket propellants 
that is equal to un .its of thrust per unit weight of propellant consumed 
per unit time. Also called specific tlirust. 
specific performance 11. Law The ca吓ng out of a contract ac­
cording to its particular terms, especially as ordered by a <oun instead of 
_paying damages for丘iling LO carrying ou.t the contract心
specific resistance 11. Etectri叫resistivity.
specific thrust 11. See specific impulse. 
spec-i-fy (spe的和）tr.v. -fied, -fy•ing, -fies 1. To state cxplicllly 
or in detail: specified tire amo,mt needed; specified what叩wrong wII/, 
加pro妒m. 2. To include in a叩ecllicatlon. 3. To determine or bring 
about (n specific result): 11 ge11e 1h01 spec和1/1匕 syntl,es/s of a single pro­
tei11. [Middle English specifien < Old French沪cifier < Medieval.Latin 
specificclrc < spec{ficus, specific; see SPEcmc.[一spec小fi'er rr. 
spec,i-men (sp妇丘m�n) 1l 1. An individual, hem, or part rcpr�­
sentative of a class or whole. See Synonyms at example. 2. An organ­
Ism, part of -an org畔m, or fossil that has been c0Uec1ed 叩d usuolly 
preservcd.espccially fo『 display or scientific reseatch. 3. A sample, as of 
出sue, blood, or urin� used for analysis 3.lld diagnosis. 4, I,�「anIIal An 
individual; a person: a disagreeable specimen. !Latin, example < spec血
to look at; see spek- in App. 1.) 
spe,cious（spe'sh�s} ndj. 1. Hn\'.lng the ring o(truth or plausibUity 
but actually f:illacious: a spcclo心arg1m1c11l 2. Deceptively_ :ipp础ng:
•11 is easy enough lo give the old idea [of programmatic music) 11 specious 
air of modt:mity" (Aaron Copland). (Middle English, attractive < Latin 
speci6”“< spuc／心， app心ranc名see spek- in App. I.]一spetcious,ly
adv.-spe心os'i•ty (-sh扭坪t七）．spetcious,ness (-sh�s-nls) 儿

speck (spek) 11. 1. A small spot, mark. or discoloration. 2. A tiny 
抑ount; a bit: 1101 a Jpcck of trutlr in lier story. ❖ tr.v. specked, speck, 
ing, specks To mark with spec�. (Middle English specke < Old English 
扣ca.]
speck-le (sp如al) "· A speck or small spot, as a natural dot of color on 
如n, plumage, or foliage. (Middle English spakle.J -specklle v 
speck-led (sptk勺Id) ndj. Dotted or covered wilh speckles, especially 
/leckcd IVith small spots of contrasting color. 
speckled perch 11. See crappie. 
speckled trout 11. 1. See brook trout. 2. See spotted seatrout. 
specs •l�o specks (spi!ks) pl.11. 1，如11al'Eyeglasses; spcctades. 
spec,ta,cle (sp吐心bl) 11. 1a. Something that can be seen or viewed, 
especially something of a remarkable or impressive nature. b. A public 
performance oc display, especially one on a la屯e or 13寸sh sea比c. A 
驾rettnble public display, as of bad behavior: dm11k too m11d1 a11d made 
a ipecta.de of himself.'2. spectacles a. A palr of eyeg应�s.b. Something 
心embling ey咚lasses in shape or suggesting them in function. [Middle 
English < Old Frcn中也tins严CIdcu/WII”?ectdre,to｀心tch,frequcma·
tive of sperere, to look at; see spek- In App. I.] 
spec,ta,cled (spektta-k业Id) adj. 1. W口ring spectacles. 2. Having 
markings suggesting spectacles. Used of血mats
spectacled bear 11. A bear (Trcmorcros omatus) having black to 
brown fur with light-colored markings 江ound the eyes and inh0biting 
妇tcd regions from Venezuela 10 Bolivia. It Is如only b纽r species 
血ive to South础erlca. Also culled A-Hdea11 b血

spec,tac-u-lar（畔-t3k'�-l�r) (Idj. Of the nature of a spectacle; 
impr心slve or se�afional. ❖ 11. Something lhat is spedacul订． a＄anelabo­
咄.show or-display.一spec,tac心lar'i•ty (·加1北）II.-spec,tac心
lar-ly adv. 
spec-tate (speklrat) lntr.v. -tat•ed, -tat,ing, -tates To attend. (a 
sporting event, for example) as a spectator. [Back-formation < SPECTA­
TOR.] 
spec-ta,tor (sp如吵r) 11. An observer of an event, especially a 
sports contest. [Latin spectator < spectdre, to 1"'1tch; see SPECTACLE.] 
-spec'ta•to'ri,al（心如妇l) adj.一spectta,tor,ship'11.
spec,ter(叩i!klt;>r) 11. 1. A的oslly appari1ion; a ph血om.2. A haunt­
ing or disturbing Image or prospect; t/1e te"ible �严ct�r of nudear war. 
[French spcatr� < Latin spectrum, app妞ratJce, apparilion; sec SPEC· 
TRUM.] 
spec,ti-no,my,cln(叩�k七n6-mi'sln) 11. A broad-spectrum an.ti• 
biotic, C14H,.N107, obtained from a sped.es of gram-negative bacteria 
(Strepto11，y位spectabllis)or produced synthetically and used in its hydro­
chloride form especi扯y in the treatment of p_enicillin心slstant gonor­
rhea. [New Latln spect(dbllis), specific epithet (<压in, visible < spectdre, 
to，心tch; see SPEQJ'ACLB) + (ACT)INOMYCIN.j 
spec-tra.(spek如）11. A plura'I of spectrum, 
spec,tral (spi!k八r.,I) adj. 1. Of or tesembling a specter; ghosliy. 2. 
Of, relating to, or produced by a spectrum．一spec•tral小ty（廿引兀氏），
spec1tral-ness（如1-nTs) 11.-spec'tral,ly ndv. 
spectral line n. An isolated bright or dark. line in a spectrum pro­
duced by emission or absorption of light of a single wavelength. 
spec-tre (sp砍心r) n. Chiefly British Variant of specter. 
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spec-trin (spek'irln) 11. A pro1ein of high molccufar 1、心ght that is a 
叫or componen! of tbe me.mbrme of red blood cells. [sPEer(E)R (so 
C(llted because a red blood cell without hemoglobin is called a ghost) 
+ ~IN.] 
spectro- pref Spe.:trnm: spectrogMph. [< SPE<.."TRUM.) 
spec-tro,gram (spek'tra-g如＇）11. A graphic or photo即phic rep­
rescntnlion of a spectrum. Also called spectrograph. 
spec-tro.graph (spek'tra－泸）n. 1. A 叩“troscop• equipped to 
photograph or oth,uwise record spectra. 2. See spectrogram．一spec'•
tro-graphlic adj. -spec'tro-graph小cal•ly ad,,.—spec-trog'ra• 
phy (-1心g如fl!)几
spec-tro,he扎o-gram (sp取tro-h召l妇－gram') n. A photograph 
of the sun taken In a narrow wavelength band centered on a selected 
wavelen卧
spec.tro.he上o-graph（平k'tr6批／l丘gr3fl) n, An instrument 
used to make spectroheUogran1s. 一spec1tro;he北O•graph'ic adj. 
-pec 1tro•he'li-ogira•phy (-Og勺-re)"·
spec,tro-he-li,o-scope (sp砍＇tro如1眨sk6p') 11. An instrument 
that combines n solar tclescope and a spectroscope and Is used lo observe 
a narrow band of solar radiation.-spec1tro•he'li•o•scop1ic (-sk<'.>p'· 
ik)呻
spec-trom-e-ter (sp牧妞m几tar) n. A spectroscope equipped with 
50压for measuring wavelengths or indexes of refraction.—spec'tro, 
metiric (-tr�-m社lrlk) adj. -spec-trom'e•try n. 
spec-tro-pho-tom-e-ter (spek'1r6-fo-16m'l心r) "· An instru­
ment used 10 dttermine the relative intensity of various wavelengths in 
0平cctrum of ligh1.一spec1tro0pho，如met'ric（和心m!1'rlk) adj. 
一spec'tro•pho-tomie.try n. 
spec-tro-scope (spek八�-skop') n. Any of v订ious instruments 
used 10 analyze a 泣mplc by separating its components into a 叩ec­
trum．一spec'tro-scop1ic(,sk6p'lk), spec'tro-scop1i•cal (•i如I) adj. 

一spec'tro-scop小cal,ly adv. 
spectroscopic analysis n. Analysis ofa spectrum to determme 
如mcKrist心of its.,o;ll"ce; �or exa�pl己扣1alysis �-

� the optica� spectrum 
of an incandescent body to determine its composition or motion. 
spectroscopic binary 11. A binary stnr whose co.mponen飞nre
identified by periodic Doppler shi伈of the system's spectral Lin七s as the 
orbital motion along th� line of S\的t altema1cs 101呵d 妞d a1心y from 
Earth. 
spec-trOS•CO•PY (splk佃心－p切11., pl. -pies 1. The础dy ofspec­
tra, especially experimental observation o(op1kal spectra or mas:s spec­
trn, to detem1ine Life pro严rties of thei.r �ou江e. 2. A variety or inst:inc� 
of such study. 一spec-trosico•pist 11. 
spec-trum (sp职tr.im) 11., pl. -tra（如）or -trums 1. Physics a. The 
entire range over which some measurable prope11y(1f a physical sys妇
or phenomenon can vnry, such as the frequency of sound, the wavelength 
of electromagnetic radiation, or the mass of叩ecific kinds of p:trticles. b. 
A graphic or photographic r叩rescntation of such a measurable range: a 
spectrogram. 2. A rnnge of radio frequencies还igned by a rcgulotory 
ngen守for use by 3 given group or organ比ation. 3a. A range of values 
or a quantity or set of related quantities. b. A broad sequence or range of 
咖cd qualities, ideas, or activities: the iv/tole spectrw11 of 20tl1如1ttlry
tlrougl,t. ·(Latin, appearance< spect九， to look a1; see spek- in App. I.) 
spec.u.ta (sp�k'r3•l�) 11. A< plural of speculum. 
spec-u-lar (sp心k1y;,-lar) adj. Of, resembling, or proauced by a mirror 
。『spec;ulum.一spec心lar-ly adv. 
spec心late (spi!k勺叫iit') v. -lat-ed, -lat-ing, -fates -/11tr. 1. To 
engage in a course of reasoning often based on inconclu�i\•e evidence: 
conjecture or theoriie. 2. To engage in the buying or selling of n com­
modity with an element of risk on the chance of profit. -rr. To assume 
to be true without conclusive evidence: sp如1/at叫that high d10/est�叫
was a contributi11g fai;tor to tl,e patie111s heal//, problems. (Latin specultirl, 
speculiit-, m observe< specu/a,,四1ch101.,er< $pecere, to look at; see spek­
in ;\pp. r.J 
spec-u-la.tion (sp殴f3·职sh�n) n. 1 a. R函oning b环ed on incon· 
elusive evidence; conjecture or supposition. b. A conclusion, opinion, or 
1hcory rea中cd by conjecture. c.朊／1aicContemplation or censideration 
of a subject; meditation. 2a. En伊8血ent in risky business Iran扭ctions
on the chanc� of quick or considerable pro众．b. A commercial or finan• 
ciol lra叩cti�� involvl�g speculation

'. spec,u-la-tive (sp驭ya.la.Itv, -l私）adj, 1a. Given to, ch江ncterized
by, or based upon平culation or conjecture: speculative articles al,0111 rl,t 
orlgi11 of la11g1111ge. b.酝pressing inquisitive inter心： mi5eda $pecu/nt/ve 
eyebrow. 2a. Engaging in, given to, or involving financial sp七culation:
S严cu/ntive bmkcr”sp亡ClI/ativesI"虹．b. Spent in speculation: specu/a­
live fimds. c. Involving chance: rlsf..1':平culotiv�如iness enterpri邱

-speciu-la-tive-ly adv. 
spec-u-la-tor (spek，由西r) 11. 9ne that spec啦tes: a commodities 
spea,/ator. 
spec-u,lum (s诬'p-l�m) n., pl. •la（七）or 一turns 1. A mirror or 
polish叫metal pla芘used a.sa reflector In optical instruments. 2. An 
Instrument for dilating the ope.rung of a body cavity for med.ical examina­
tlon. 3.加logy a. A bright, often iridescent patch of color on the wings 
of certain birds,勺）ecially ducks. b. A transparent spot in the wings of 
some butterflies or moths. [Middle English, surgical speculum <扫tin,
mirror<-spe”亿， to look at; see spek- in App. 1.) 
sped (s西）v, A p丛t tense and o pa$! p血ciple of speed. 
speech (spech} 11. 1a. The faculty or act of speaking. b. The faculty 
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