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1
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION METHOD
AND WIRELESS COMMUNICATION
TERMINAL FOR COEXISTENCE WITH
LEGACY WIRELESS COMMUNICATION
TERMINAL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of International Patent
Application No. PCT/KR2016/006976 filed on Jun. 29,
2016, which claims the priority to Korean Patent Applica-
tion No. 10-2015-0092525 filed in the Korean Intellectual
Property Office on Jun. 29, 2015, and Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2015-0117434 filed in the Korean Intellectual
Property Office on Aug. 20, 2015, the entire contents of
which are incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an efficient wireless
communication method in a wireless communication envi-
ronment in which a legacy wireless communication terminal
and a non-legacy wireless communication terminal coexist,
and a wireless communication terminal using the same.

BACKGROUND ART

In recent years, with supply expansion of mobile appa-
ratuses, a wireless communication technology that can pro-
vide a rapid wireless Internet service to the mobile appara-
tuses has been significantly spotlighted. The wireless
communication technology allows mobile apparatuses
including a smart phone, a smart pad, a laptop computer, a
portable multimedia player, an embedded apparatus, and the
like to wirelessly access the Internet in home or a company
or a specific service providing area.

One of most famous wireless communication technology
is wireless LAN technology. Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 802.11 has commercialized or
developed various technological standards since an initial
wireless LAN technology is supported using frequencies of
2.4 GHz. First, the IEEE 802.11b supports a communication
speed of a maximum of 11 Mbps while using frequencies of
a 2.4 GHz band. IEEE 802.11a which is commercialized
after the IEEE 802.11b uses frequencies of not the 2.4 GHz
band but a 5 GHz band to reduce an influence by interfer-
ence as compared with the frequencies of the 2.4 GHz band
which are significantly congested and improves the com-
munication speed up to a maximum of 54 Mbps by using an
Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM) tech-
nology. However, the IEEE 802.11a has a disadvantage in
that a communication distance is shorter than the IEEE
802.11b. In addition, IEEE 802.11g uses the frequencies of
the 2.4 GHz band similarly to the IEEE 802.11b to imple-
ment the communication speed of a maximum of 54 Mbps
and satisfies backward compatibility to significantly come
into the spotlight and further, is superior to the IEEE 802.11a
in terms of the communication distance.

Moreover, as a technology standard established to over-
come a limitation of the communication speed which is
pointed out as a weak point in a wireless LAN, IEEE
802.11n has been provided. The IEEE 802.11n aims at
increasing the speed and reliability of a network and extend-
ing an operating distance of a wireless network. In more
detail, the IEEE 802.11n supports a high throughput (HT) in
which a data processing speed is a maximum of 540 Mbps
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or more and further, is based on a multiple inputs and
multiple outputs (MIMO) technology in which multiple
antennas are used at both sides of a transmitting unit and a
receiving unit in order to minimize a transmission error and
optimize a data speed. Further, the standard can use a coding
scheme that transmits multiple copies which overlap with
each other in order to increase data reliability.

As the supply of the wireless LAN is activated and
further, applications using the wireless LAN are diversified,
the need for new wireless LAN systems for supporting a
higher throughput (very high throughput (VHT)) than the
data processing speed supported by the IEEE 802.11n has
come into the spotlight. Among them, IEEE 802.11ac sup-
ports a wide bandwidth (80 to 160 MHz) in the 5 GHz
frequencies. The IEEE 802.11ac standard is defined only in
the 5 GHz band, but initial 11ac chipsets will support even
operations in the 2.4 GHz band for the backward compat-
ibility with the existing 2.4 GHz band products. Theoreti-
cally, according to the standard, wireless LAN speeds of
multiple stations are enabled up to a minimum of 1 Gbps and
a maximum single link speed is enabled up to a minimum of
500 Mbps. This is achieved by extending concepts of a
wireless interface accepted by 802.11n, such as a wider
wireless frequency bandwidth (a maximum of 160 MHz),
more MIMO spatial streams (a maximum of 8), multi-user
MIMO, and high-density modulation (a maximum of 256
QAM). Further, as a scheme that transmits data by using a
60 GHz band instead of the existing 2.4 GHz/5 GHz, IEEE
802.11ad has been provided. The IEEE 802.11ad is a trans-
mission standard that provides a speed of a maximum of 7
Gbps by using a beamforming technology and is suitable for
high bit rate moving picture streaming such as massive data
or non-compression HD video. However, since it is difficult
for the 60 GHz frequency band to pass through an obstacle,
it is disadvantageous in that the 60 GHz frequency band can
be used only among devices in a short-distance space.

Meanwhile, in recent years, as next-generation wireless
communication technology standards after the 802.11ac and
802.11ad, discussion for providing a high-efficiency and
high-performance wireless communication technology in a
high-density environment is continuously performed. That
is, in a next-generation wireless communication technology
environment, communication having high frequency effi-
ciency needs to be provided indoors/outdoors under the
presence of high-density terminals and base terminals and
various technologies for implementing the communication
are required.

Especially, as the number of devices using a wireless
communication technology increases, it is necessary to
efficiently use a predetermined channel. Therefore, required
is a technology capable of efficiently using bandwidths by
simultaneously transmitting data between a plurality of
terminals and base terminals.

DISCLOSURE

Technical Problem

An embodiment of the present invention is to provide an
efficient wireless communication method and wireless com-
munication terminal.

In particular, an embodiment of the present invention is to
provide a wireless communication method and a wireless
communication terminal for coexistence with a legacy wire-
less communication terminal.

Technical Solution

According to an embodiment of the present invention, a
wireless communication terminal that communicates wire-
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lessly includes: a transceiver; and a processor. The processor
may be configured to receive a non-legacy physical layer
frame by using the transceiver and obtains a legacy signaling
field including information decodable by a legacy wireless
communication terminal from the non-legacy physical layer
frame, obtain length information indicating information on
a duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame, from the
legacy signaling field, obtain information other than infor-
mation on the duration of the non-legacy physical layer
frame through a remaining value obtained by dividing the
length information by a data size transmittable by a symbol
of a legacy physical layer frame, wherein the data size
transmittable by a symbol of the legacy physical layer frame
is 3 octets when a data rate of the legacy physical layer frame
is 6 Mbps, and determine the number of symbols of data of
the non-legacy physical layer frame according to a following
equation,

Nsym =

KL?LENGTH+ m+3

3 x4 - THE,PREAMBLE) / TSyMJ — bpE_Disambiguity

where | x| denotes a largest integer less than or equal to x,

L_LENGTH denotes the length information,

m denotes a value obtained by subtracting the remaining
value from the data size transmittable by a symbol of the
legacy physical layer frame,

ber pisambigiuiry d€00tes a value of PE Disambiguity field,

Tre prEAMELE denotes a duration of non-legacy preamble
of the non-legacy physical layer frame,

Tgyar denotes a duration of a symbol of the data of the
non-legacy physical layer frame. The PE Disambiguity field
may be set based on the duration of a symbol of the data of
the non-legacy physical layer frame and an increment of
duration to set a value of the length information based on a
duration of a symbol of the legacy physical layer frame.

The processor may be configured to obtain a duration of
a packet extension which is a padding of the non-legacy
physical layer frame, according to a following equation,

(LfLENGTH +m+3

3 x4 - THE,PREAMBLE) = Nsym X Tsym

4

Tre = x4

where | x| denotes a largest integer less than or equal to x,

L_LENGTH denotes the length information,

m denotes the value obtained by subtracting the remaining
value from the data size transmittable by a symbol of the
legacy physical layer frame,

Trye rrearmre denotes the duration of non-legacy pre-
amble of the non-legacy physical layer frame,

Tgyar denotes the duration of a symbol of the data of the
non-legacy physical layer frame.

The increment of duration may be a value obtained by
multiplying a difference between a value obtained by per-
forming a ceiling operation on a value obtained by dividing
the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame after the
legacy signaling field by the duration of a symbol of the
legacy physical layer frame and the value obtained by
dividing the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame
after the legacy signaling field by the duration of a symbol
of the legacy physical layer frame by the duration of a
symbol of the legacy physical layer frame.
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The processor may be configured to determine a format of
a non-legacy signaling field included in the non-legacy
physical layer frame based on the length information.

The processor may be configured to determine the non-
legacy physical layer frame comprises a predetermined
signaling field based on the length information.

The processor may be configured to obtain the informa-
tion other than the information on the duration of the
non-legacy physical layer frame based on the remaining
value and a modulation method of a third symbol after the
legacy signaling field.

The modulation method may be Binary Phase Shift Key-
ing (BPSK) or Quadrature Binary Phase Shift Keying
(QBPSK).

According to an embodiment of the present invention, an
operation method of a wireless communication terminal that
communicates wirelessly, the method includes: receiving a
non-legacy physical layer frame by using the transceiver and
obtains a legacy signaling field including information decod-
able by a legacy wireless communication terminal from the
non-legacy physical layer frame, obtaining length informa-
tion indicating information on a duration of the non-legacy
physical layer frame after a legacy signaling field, from the
legacy signaling field, obtaining information other than the
information on the duration of the non-legacy physical layer
frame through a remaining value obtained by dividing the
length information by a data size transmittable by a symbol
of a legacy physical layer frame, wherein the data size
transmittable by a symbol of the legacy physical layer frame
is 3 octets when a data rate of the legacy physical layer frame
is 6 Mbps, and determining the number of symbols of the
data of the non-legacy physical layer frame according to a
following equation,

Nsym =

KL?LENGTH+ m+3

3 x4 - THE,PREAMBLE) / TSyMJ — bpE_Disambiguity

where [x] denotes a largest integer less than or equal to x,

L_LENGTH denotes the length information,

m denotes a value obtained by subtracting the remaining
value from the data size transmittable by a symbol of the
legacy physical layer frame,

brx Disampiguin denotes a value of PE Disambiguity field,

T o rrEsE denotes a duration of non-legacy preamble
of the non-legacy physical layer frame,

Tqyar denotes a duration of a symbol of the data of the
non-legacy physical layer frame.

The PE Disambiguity field may be set based on the
duration of a symbol of the data of the non-legacy physical
layer frame and an increment of duration to set a value of the
length information based on a duration of a symbol of legacy
physical layer frame.

The method may further include obtaining a duration of a
packet extension which is a padding of the non-legacy
physical layer frame, according to a following equation,

(LfLENGTH +m+3

3 x4 - THE,PREAMBLE) = Nsym X Tsym

4

Tre = x4

where [x] denotes a largest integer less than or equal to x,
L_LENGTH denotes the length information,
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m denotes the value obtained by subtracting the remaining
value from the data size transmittable by a symbol of the
legacy physical layer frame,

Tye presrsre denotes the duration of non-legacy pre-
amble of the non-legacy physical layer frame,

Tgyar denotes the duration of a symbol of the data of the
non-legacy physical layer frame.

The increment of duration may be a value obtained by
multiplying a difference between a value obtained by per-
forming a ceiling operation on a value obtained by dividing
the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame after the
legacy signaling field by the duration of a symbol of the
legacy physical layer frame and the value obtained by
dividing the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame
after the legacy signaling field by the duration of a symbol
of the legacy physical layer frame by the duration of a
symbol of the legacy physical layer frame.

The method may further include determining a format of
a non-legacy signaling field included in the non-legacy
physical layer frame based on the length information.

The determining the format of a non-legacy signaling
field included in the non-legacy physical layer frame may
include determining the non-legacy physical layer frame
comprises a predetermined signaling field based on the
length information.

The obtaining the information other than the information
on the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame may
include obtaining the information other than the information
on the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame based
on the remaining value and a modulation method of a third
symbol after the legacy signaling field.

The modulation method may be Binary Phase Shift Key-
ing (BPSK) or Quadrature Binary Phase Shift Keying
(QBPSK).

Advantageous Effects

An embodiment of the present invention is to provide an
efficient wireless communication method and wireless com-
munication terminal.

Especially, an embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides an efficient wireless communication method and wire-
less communication terminal in a wireless communication
environment in which a legacy wireless communication
terminal and a non-legacy wireless communication terminal
coexist.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a wireless LAN system
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a view illustrating a wireless LAN system
according to another embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of a
station according to an embodiment of the inventive con-
cept.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
access point according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating a process that a station sets an
access point and a link according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 shows a structure of an IEEE 802.11ac physical
layer frame supporting a legacy wireless LAN mode.

FIG. 7 shows a preamble structure of IEEE 802.11n, 11a
and 1lac physical layer frames.
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FIG. 8 shows a symbol specific modulation technique of
L-S1G, HT-SIG, and VHT-SIG-A for auto detection between
802.11a/n/ac physical layer frames.

FIG. 9 shows a structure of an IEEE 802.11ax physical
layer frame according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 10 shows the structures of a legacy physical layer
frame and a non-legacy physical layer frame according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIGS. 11 and 12 show structures of a preamble of a
non-legacy physical layer frame according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 13 shows a structure of a preamble of a non-legacy
physical layer frame including a repeated L-SIG according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 14 shows an operation of auto-detecting a non-
legacy physical layer frame including a repeated L-SIG by
a wireless communication terminal according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 15 shows that a non-legacy physical layer frame
signals the format of a non-legacy physical layer frame
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 16 shows data sub-carriers and pilot sub-carriers of
L-SIG according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 17 shows an RL-SIG signaling information through
a signal characteristic of a frequency region divided into a
plurality of sections according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 18 shows an operation of detecting RL-SIG by a
wireless communication terminal according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 19 shows an RL-SIG signaling information through
a signal characteristic of a time region divided into a
plurality of sections according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 20 shows an RL-SIG for transmitting information
through a different modulation method different than L-SIG
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 21 shows an RL-SIG generated by adding a subcar-
rier to an L-SIG according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 22 shows that RL-SIG signals information through
a pilot subcarrier according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 23 shows an equation for obtaining a transmission
time of a non-legacy physical layer frame by a wireless
communication terminal according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 24 shows an equation for obtaining length informa-
tion included in L-SIG by a wireless communication termi-
nal according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 25 shows a method of a wireless communication
terminal to determine whether the existence of a packet
extension is unclear according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 26 shows a method of determining the length of a
packet extension by a wireless communication terminal
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 27 shows that a legacy wireless communication
terminal obtains the duration of a non-legacy physical layer
frame based on _LENGTH according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 28 shows that a wireless communication terminal
according to an embodiment of the present invention adds a
predetermined integer according to the format of a non-
legacy signaling field while setting I, LENGTH.

32



US 10,313,077 B2

7

FIG. 29 shows a method for determining the length of a
packet extension by a wireless communication terminal
according to an embodiment of the present invention when
adding a predetermined integer according to the format of a
non-legacy signaling field while setting [._LENGTH.

FIG. 30 shows that a wireless communication terminal
according to an embodiment of the present invention sub-
tracts a predetermined integer according to the format of a
non-legacy signaling field while setting [._LENGTH.

FIG. 31 shows a method for determining the length of a
packet extension by a wireless communication terminal
according to an embodiment of the present invention when
adding a predetermined integer according to the format of a
non-legacy signaling field while setting [._LENGTH.

FIG. 32 shows an operation of transmitting a non-legacy
physical layer frame and receiving a non-legacy physical
layer frame by a wireless communication terminal according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will be
described below in more detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings. The present invention may, however, be
embodied in different forms and should not be constructed
as limited to the embodiments set forth herein. Parts not
relating to description are omitted in the drawings in order
to clearly describe the present invention and like reference
numerals refer to like elements throughout.

Furthermore, when it is described that one comprises (or
includes or has) some elements, it should be understood that
it may comprise (or include or has) only those elements, or
it may comprise (or include or have) other elements as well
as those elements if there is no specific limitation.

This application claims priority to and the benefit of
Korean Patent Application Nos. 10-2015-0092525, and Nos.
10-2105-0117434 filed in the Korean Intellectual Property
Office and the embodiments and mentioned items described
in the respective applications are included in the Detailed
Description of the present application.

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a wireless communication
system according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion. For convenience of description, an embodiment of the
present invention is described through the wireless LAN
system. The wireless LAN system includes one or more
basic service sets (BSS) and the BSS represents a set of
apparatuses which are successfully synchronized with each
other to communicate with each other. In general, the BSS
may be classified into an infrastructure BSS and an inde-
pendent BSS (IBSS) and FIG. 1 illustrates the infrastructure
BSS between them.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the infrastructure BSS (BSS1 and
BSS2) includes one or more stations STA1, STA2, STA3,
STA4, and STAS, access points PCP/AP-1 and PCP/AP-2
which are stations providing a distribution service, and a
distribution system (DS) connecting the multiple access
points PCP/AP-1 and PCP/AP-2.

The station (STA) is a predetermined device including
medium access control (MAC) following a regulation of an
IEEE 802.11 standard and a physical layer interface for a
wireless medium, and includes both a non-access point
(non-AP) station and an access point (AP) in a broad sense.
Further, in the present specification, a term ‘terminal’ may
be used to refer to a concept including a wireless LAN
communication device such as non-AP STA, or an AP, or
both terms. A station for wireless communication includes a
processor and a transceiver and according to the embodi-
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ment, may further include a user interface unit and a display
unit. The processor may generate a frame to be transmitted
through a wireless network or process a frame received
through the wireless network and besides, perform various
processing for controlling the station. In addition, the trans-
ceiver is functionally connected with the processor and
transmits and receives frames through the wireless network
for the station.

The access point (AP) is an entity that provides access to
the distribution system (DS) via wireless medium for the
station associated therewith. In the infrastructure BSS, com-
munication among non-AP stations is, in principle, per-
formed via the AP, but when a direct link is configured,
direct communication is enabled even among the non-AP
stations. Meanwhile, in the present invention, the AP is used
as a concept including a personal BSS coordination point
(PCP) and may include concepts including a centralized
controller, a base station (BS), a node-B, a base transceiver
system (BTS), and a site controller in a broad sense.

A plurality of infrastructure BSSs may be connected with
each other through the distribution system (DS). In this case,
a plurality of BSSs connected through the distribution
system is referred to as an extended service set (ESS).

FIG. 2 illustrates an independent BSS which is a wireless
communication system according to another embodiment of
the present invention. For convenience of description,
another embodiment of the present invention is described
through the wireless LAN system. In the embodiment of
FIG. 2, duplicative description of parts, which are the same
as or correspond to the embodiment of FIG. 1, will be
omitted.

Since a BSS3 illustrated in FIG. 2 is the independent BSS
and does not include the AP, all stations STA6 and STA7 are
not connected with the AP. The independent BSS is not
permitted to access the distribution system and forms a
self-contained network. In the independent BSS, the respec-
tive stations STA6 and STA7 may be directly connected with
each other.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of a
station 100 according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

As illustrated in FIG. 3, the station 100 according to the
embodiment of the present invention may include a proces-
sor 110, a transceiver 120, a user interface unit 140, a display
unit 150, and a memory 160.

First, the transceiver 120 transmits and receives a wireless
signal such as a wireless LAN physical layer frame, or the
like and may be embedded in the station 100 or provided as
an exterior. According to the embodiment, the transceiver
120 may include at least one transmit and receive module
using different frequency bands. For example, the trans-
ceiver 120 may include transmit and receive modules having
different frequency bands such as 2.4 GHz, 5 GHz, and 60
GHz. According to an embodiment, the station 100 may
include a transmit and receive module using a frequency
band of 6 GHz or more and a transmit and receive module
using a frequency band of 6 GHz or less. The respective
transmit and receive modules may perform wireless com-
munication with the AP or an external station according to
a wireless LAN standard of a frequency band supported by
the corresponding transmit and receive module. The trans-
ceiver 120 may operate only one transmit and receive
module at a time or simultaneously operate multiple transmit
and receive modules together according to the performance
and requirements of the station 100. When the station 100
includes a plurality of transmit and receive modules, each
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transmit and receive module may be implemented by inde-
pendent elements or a plurality of modules may be inte-
grated into one chip.

Next, the user interface unit 140 includes various types of
input/output means provided in the station 100. That is, the
user interface unit 140 may receive a user input by using
various input means and the processor 110 may control the
station 100 based on the received user input. Further, the
user interface unit 140 may perform output based on a
command of the processor 110 by using various output
means.

Next, the display unit 150 outputs an image on a display
screen. The display unit 150 may output various display
objects such as contents executed by the processor 110 or a
user interface based on a control command of the processor
110, and the like. Further, the memory 160 stores a control
program used in the station 100 and various resulting data.
The control program may include an access program
required for the station 100 to access the AP or the external
station.

The processor 110 of the present invention may execute
various commands or programs and process data in the
station 100. Further, the processor 110 may control the
respective units of the station 100 and control data trans-
mission/reception among the units. According to the
embodiment of the present invention, the processor 110 may
execute the program for accessing the AP stored in the
memory 160 and receive a communication configuration
message transmitted by the AP. Further, the processor 110
may read information on a priority condition of the station
100 included in the communication configuration message
and request the access to the AP based on the information on
the priority condition of the station 100. The processor 110
of the present invention may represent a main control unit of
the station 100 and according to the embodiment, the
processor 110 may represent a control unit for individually
controlling some component of the station 100, for example,
the transceiver 120, and the like. The processor 110 may be
a modulator and/or demodulator which modulates wireless
signal transmitted to the transceiver 120 and demodulates
wireless signal received from the transceiver 120. The
processor 110 controls various operations of wireless signal
transmission/reception of the station 100 according to the
embodiment of the present invention. A detailed embodi-
ment thereof will be described below.

The station 100 illustrated in FIG. 3 is a block diagram
according to an embodiment of the present invention, where
separate blocks are illustrated as logically distinguished
elements of the device. Accordingly, the elements of the
device may be mounted in a single chip or multiple chips
depending on design of the device. For example, the pro-
cessor 110 and the transceiver 120 may be implemented
while being integrated into a single chip or implemented as
a separate chip. Further, in the embodiment of the present
invention, some components of the station 100, for example,
the user interface unit 140 and the display unit 150 may be
optionally provided in the station 100.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
AP 200 according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, the AP 200 according to the
embodiment of the present invention may include a proces-
sor 210, a transceiver 220, and a memory 260. In FIG. 4,
among the components of the AP 200, duplicative descrip-
tion of parts which are the same as or correspond to the
components of the station 100 of FIG. 2 will be omitted.
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Referring to FIG. 4, the AP 200 according to the present
invention includes the transceiver 220 for operating the BSS
in at least one frequency band. As described in the embodi-
ment of FIG. 3, the transceiver 220 of the AP 200 may also
include a plurality of transmit and receive modules using
different frequency bands. That is, the AP 200 according to
the embodiment of the present invention may include two or
more transmit and receive modules among different fre-
quency bands, for example, 2.4 GHz, 5 GHz, and 60 GHz
together. Preferably, the AP 200 may include a transmit and
receive module using a frequency band of 6 GHz or more
and a transmit and receive module using a frequency band
of 6 GHz or less. The respective transmit and receive
modules may perform wireless communication with the
station according to a wireless LAN standard of a frequency
band supported by the corresponding transmit and receive
module. The transceiver 220 may operate only one transmit
and receive module at a time or simultaneously operate
multiple transmit and receive modules together according to
the performance and requirements of the AP 200.

Next, the memory 260 stores a control program used in
the AP 200 and various resulting data. The control program
may include an access program for managing the access of
the station. Further, the processor 210 may control the
respective units of the AP 200 and control data transmission/
reception among the units. According to the embodiment of
the present invention, the processor 210 may execute the
program for accessing the station stored in the memory 260
and transmit communication configuration messages for one
or more stations. In this case, the communication configu-
ration messages may include information about access pri-
ority conditions of the respective stations. Further, the
processor 210 performs an access configuration according to
an access request of the station. The processor 210 may be
a modulator and/or demodulator which modulates wireless
signal transmitted to the transceiver 220 and demodulates
wireless signal received from the transceiver 220. The
processor 210 controls various operations such as radio
signal transmission/reception of the AP 200 according to the
embodiment of the present invention. A detailed embodi-
ment thereof will be described below.

FIG. 5 is a diagram schematically illustrating a process in
which a STA sets a link with an AP.

Referring to FIG. 5, the link between the STA 100 and the
AP 200 is set through three steps of scanning, authentication,
and association in a broad way. First, the scanning step is a
step in which the STA 100 obtains access information of
BSS operated by the AP 200. A method for performing the
scanning includes a passive scanning method in which the
AP 200 obtains information by using a beacon message
(S101) which is periodically transmitted and an active
scanning method in which the STA 100 transmits a probe
request to the AP (S103) and obtains access information by
receiving a probe response from the AP (S105).

The STA 100 that successfully receives wireless access
information in the scanning step performs the authentication
step by transmitting an authentication request (S107a) and
receiving an authentication response from the AP 200
(S1075). After the authentication step is performed, the STA
100 performs the association step by transmitting an asso-
ciation request (S1094) and receiving an association
response from the AP 200 (S1095).

Meanwhile, an 802.1X based authentication step (S111)
and an IP address obtaining step (S113) through DHCP may
be additionally performed. In FIG. 5, the authentication
server 300 is a server that processes 802.1X based authen-
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tication with the STA 100 and may be present in physical
association with the AP 200 or present as a separate server.

When changing the physical layer frame format of a
wireless signal conventionally used to enhance the perfor-
mance of wireless communication, coexistence with a wire-
less communication terminal that does not support a for-
matted physical layer frame is a problem. At this time, the
changed physical layer frame is referred to as a non-legacy
physical layer frame, and an existing wireless communica-
tion terminal that does not support the changed physical
layer frame is referred to as a legacy wireless communica-
tion terminal. Specifically, when a non-legacy wireless com-
munication terminal transmits a non-legacy physical layer
frame, a legacy wireless communication terminal that does
not support non-legacy physical layer frames may not
decode information on non-legacy physical layer frames.
Therefore, the legacy wireless communication terminal may
not know the length of the physical layer frame transmitted
by the non-legacy wireless communication terminal, so that
the legacy wireless communication terminal may indefi-
nitely sense the channel. In addition, a transmission collision
may occur between the legacy wireless communication
terminal and the non-legacy wireless communication termi-
nal, resulting in a decrease in transmission efficiency.

To solve this problem, the non-legacy wireless commu-
nication terminal may transmit signaling information decod-
able by a legacy wireless communication terminal through a
physical layer frame. Signaling information decodable by a
legacy wireless communication terminal, which is transmit-
ted through a physical layer frame, is also referred to as
L-SIG. At this time, after receiving the data value of the
signal transmitted after L-SIG, the non-legacy wireless
communication terminal may determine that the physical
layer frame is a non-legacy physical layer frame. Thus, the
efficiency that a non-legacy wireless communication termi-
nal determines whether there is a non-legacy physical layer
is low. Therefore, when the non-legacy physical layer frame
includes L-SIG, a method for quickly determining whether
there is a non-legacy physical layer frame by the non-legacy
wireless communication terminal is needed. This will be
described with reference to FIGS. 6 to 23.

FIG. 6 shows a structure of an IEEE 802.11ac physical
layer frame supporting a legacy wireless LAN mode.

As shown in FIG. 6, the 1lac physical layer frame
includes a legacy preamble, a Very High Throughput (VHT)
preamble, and VHT data. The legacy preamble may be
decoded in a legacy wireless communication terminal such
as IEEE 802.11a (hereinafter referred to as 1la) wireless
communication terminal and the 11a wireless communica-
tion terminal protects the 11ac physical layer frame based on
information extracted from the legacy preamble. Mean-
while, the 1lac wireless communication terminal obtains
length information indicating the length T of the physical
layer frame from the legacy preamble of the 11ac physical
layer frame. Therefore, the VHT preamble (for example,
VHT-SIG) of the 11ac physical layer frame may not include
the length information.

FIG. 7 shows a preamble structure of IEEE 802.11n, 11a
and 1lac physical layer frames.

As in the embodiment of FIG. 7, the 11a physical layer
frame includes a legacy preamble and legacy data (L-Data).
The legacy preamble includes a legacy short training field
(L-STF), a legacy long training field (L-LTF), and a legacy
signal field (L-SIG), and among them, L-SIG is modulated
using Binary Phase Shift Keying (BPSK). On the other
hand, the 11n/ac packet includes a legacy preamble as in the
11a packet, and includes the recognizable information of the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

12

11n/ac terminal as a separate preamble after the L-SIG (i.e.,
an HT preamble and a VHT preamble). The wireless com-
munication terminal supporting 1la extracts rate informa-
tion and length information included in the L-SIG of the
physical layer frame. The wireless communication terminal
supporting 11a regards a portion after L-SIG as legacy data
L-Data and decodes the portion after .-SIG based on the rate
information and length information. The legacy data L-Data
is modulated using any one of BPSK, Quadrature Binary
Phase Shift Keying (QPSK), 16-Quadrature Amplitude
Modulation (QAM), and 64-QAM.

On the other hand, the physical layer frame in 11n may be
distinguished from the physical layer frame in 11a (IEEE
802.11¢g physical layer frame in the case of a 2.4 GHz band)
based on a modulation technique used for a High Through-
put (HT) preamble after a legacy preamble. Referring to
FIG. 7, initial symbols 310z and 320 constituting the
HT-SIG (HT-SIG1 and HT-SIG2) of the HT preamble in the
11n physical layer frame are modulated through a modula-
tion technique not used for 11a packets, that is, Quadrature
Binary Phase Shift Keying (QBPSK). The wireless commu-
nication terminal supporting 11n identifies the modulation
technique used for the first symbol 310 after the legacy
preamble of the received physical layer frame. If the first
symbol 310 is modulated with QBPSK, the wireless com-
munication terminal supporting 11n recognizes that the
corresponding physical layer frame is an 11n physical layer
frame. The wireless communication terminal supporting 11n
additionally checks whether the modulation technique of the
QBPSK is used for the second symbol 320 after the legacy
preamble of the physical layer frame, thereby increasing the
reliability of physical layer frame identification.

Thus, the discrimination of the format of the physical
layer frame based on the modulation technique used in the
preamble of the physical layer frame by the wireless com-
munication terminal is referred to as auto detection. The
wireless communication terminal supporting 11n may use
auto detection, and without the Cyclical Redundancy Check
(CRC) for the HT-SIG of the physical layer frame, determine
whether the corresponding physical layer frame is an 11n
physical layer frame. Through auto detection, when the
received physical layer frame is not an 11n physical layer
frame, the wireless communication terminal supporting 11n
may reduce power consumption due to an unnecessary
decoding process. Also, through auto detection, the wireless
communication terminal supporting 11n may reduce the data
transmission/reception delay, for an example, a delay due to
11a fallback decision.

In a similar manner, the wireless communication terminal
may distinguish the 11ac physical layer frame from the 11a
physical layer frame and the 11n physical layer frame based
on the modulation technique used for the VHT preamble
after the legacy preamble. However, the preamble of the
11ac physical layer frame should minimize the influence on
the auto detection process of the 11n terminal described
above. That is, a modulation technique for preventing the
11n terminal from recognizing the physical layer frame as
the 11n physical layer frame in the first symbol 310¢ after
the legacy preamble may be used in the 11ac physical layer
frame. Accordingly, referring to FIG. 7, the first symbol
310c¢ after the legacy preamble in the 1lac physical layer
frame is modulated with BPSK and the second symbol 320¢
is modulated with QBPSK, respectively. At this time, the
first symbol 310¢ constitutes the VHT-SIG-A1 of the VHT
preamble and the second symbol 320c¢ constitutes the VHT-
SIG-A2 of the VHT preamble.
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Based on the modulation technique used for the first
symbol 310 and the second symbol 320 after the legacy
preamble of the received physical layer frame, the wireless
communication terminal supporting 1lac determines
whether the physical layer frame is an 1lac physical layer
frame. Specifically, the wireless communication terminal
supporting 1lac may distinguish the 11n physical layer
frame from the non-11n physical layer frame based on the
modulation technique used in the first symbol 310, and may
distinguish the 11a physical layer frame and the 11ac physi-
cal layer frame from the non-11n physical layer frame based
on the modulation technique used in the second symbol 310.

FIG. 8 shows a symbol specific modulation technique of
L-S1G, HT-SIG, and VHT-SIG-A for auto detection between
802.11a/n/ac physical layer frames.

First, the L-SIGs of the 11a, 11n and 11lac physical layer
frames are modulated with BPSK. The wireless communi-
cation terminal supporting 11a receives the physical layer
frame and extracts the L-SIG of the physical layer frame. At
this time, the wireless communication terminal supporting
11a regards symbols after L.-SIG as data. Therefore, even
when the wireless communication terminal supporting 11a
receives the 11n physical layer frame or the 1lac physical
layer frame, the wireless communication terminal support-
ing 11a recognizes the received physical layer frame as an
11a physical layer frame. The wireless communication ter-
minal supporting 11a extracts the length information from
the L-SIG of the received physical layer frame. The wireless
communication terminal supporting 11a defers the transmis-
sion/reception operation by the time corresponding to the
length information. Thus, the wireless communication ter-
minal supporting 1la protects the received 11n physical
layer frame or 1lac physical layer frame.

The HT-SIG, which is the first symbol 310z and the
second symbol 320z after the L-SIG of the 11n physical
layer frame, is modulated with QBPSK. The wireless com-
munication terminal supporting 11n checks the modulation
technique used for the first symbol after the legacy preamble
of the received physical layer frame. When the first symbol
is modulated with QBPSK, the wireless communication
terminal supporting 11n determines that the physical layer
frame is an 11n physical layer frame. At this time, the
wireless communication terminal may determine the modu-
lation technique through the distribution between the 1/Q
channels of the constellation points of subcarriers where
each data transmission is performed. In addition, the wire-
less communication terminal supporting 11n may addition-
ally confirm whether or not the modulation technique of
QBPSK is used for the second symbol after the legacy
preamble of the received physical layer frame. Thus, the
wireless communication terminal supporting 1ln may
increase the reliability of 11n physical layer frame identifi-
cation.

The first symbol 310c after the L-SIG of'the 11ac physical
layer frame is modulated with BPSK, and the second symbol
320c¢ is modulated with QBPSK. Specifically, the first sym-
bol 310¢ and the second symbol 320¢ of the VHT-SIG-A of
the 11ac physical layer frame are modulated with BPSK and
QBPSK, respectively. Based on the modulation technique
used for the first symbol and the second symbol after the
legacy preamble of the received physical layer frame, the
wireless communication terminal supporting llac deter-
mines whether the corresponding physical layer frame is an
1lac physical layer frame. When the second symbol is
modulation with QBPSK, the wireless communication ter-
minal supporting 11ac should determine whether the corre-
sponding physical layer frame is the 11n physical layer
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frame through the first symbol to clearly determine the
format of the physical layer frame.

FIG. 9 shows a structure of an IEEE 802.11ax physical
layer frame according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

In an embodiment of the present invention, a non-legacy
wireless LAN mode may represent an IEEE 802.11ax wire-
less LAN mode, and a legacy wireless LAN mode may
represent a wireless LAN mode such as 11a, 11g, 11n, and
11lac, i.e., a legacy, compared to the 11ax. In addition, the
format of the physical layer frame in the present invention
may indicate information on the wireless LAN communi-
cation standard mode used in the physical layer frame.
Specifically, the information on the wireless LAN commu-
nication standard mode may indicate information on a
communication standard mode of IEEE 802.11a/g/n/ac/ax.

In the embodiment of FIG. 9, a non-legacy physical layer
frame (i.e., 11ax physical layer frame) may be designed with
a new physical layer frame structure decodable only by a
non-legacy wireless communication terminal (such as an
11ax terminal).

As described above, the legacy preamble may include
L-STF, L-LTF, and L-SIG for compatibility with a legacy
terminal. The non-legacy physical layer frame may include
a High Efficiency (HE) preamble and HE data after L-SIG.
The HE preamble includes HE-SIGs consisting of at least
one SIG (HE-SIG-1, HE-SIG-2, . . ., HE-SIG-n), HE-STF,
and HE-LTFs for non-legacy wireless LAN operation. At
this time, SIG refers to a signaling field indicating signaling
information of a physical layer frame. Also, various arrange-
ments such as the number and positions of HE-SIG/STF/
LTF in the HE preamble are possible. In an embodiment of
the present invention, the HE preamble may be referred to
as a non-legacy preamble.

At this time, when the legacy physical layer frame and the
non-legacy physical layer frame coexist, there is a need for
an HE preamble structure in which a non-legacy wireless
communication terminal may automatically detect informa-
tion on a non-legacy physical layer frame while minimizing
the influence on a legacy wireless communication terminal.

FIG. 10 shows the structures of a legacy physical layer
frame and a non-legacy physical layer frame according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

As described above, the legacy physical layer frame may
include a physical layer frame of IEEE 802.11a/g/n/ac. In
addition, a non-legacy physical layer frame may represent an
IEEE 802.11ax physical layer frame.

The HE preamble of the non-legacy physical layer frame
is composed of a plurality of symbols. In the present
invention, a symbol indicates an Orthogonal Frequency
Division Multiplexing (OFDM) symbol, and one symbol
includes a valid OFDM symbol section and a guard interval
section. In addition, in FIG. 10, one symbol of the preamble
section may have a length of 4 us, but the present invention
is not limited thereto, and the length of the symbol may vary
depending on the kind of Discrete Fourier Transform (DFT)
used. In an embodiment below, the first symbol after the
L-SIG of the non-legacy physical layer frame is referred to
as a first symbol 310x, the second symbol is referred to as
a second symbol 320x, and the third symbol is referred to as
a third symbol 330x. That is, the first symbol 310x, the
second symbol 320x, and the third symbol 330x represent
the first symbol, the second symbol, and the third symbol of
the HE preamble, respectively.

In the embodiment of FIG. 10, the HE preamble may be
divided into three regions Region 1, Region 2, and Region
3 based on the preambles of 11n and 1lac physical layer
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frames. First, the first region Region 1 is a first region after
the L-SIG, and may include two symbols. In the first region,
the 11a physical layer frame includes legacy data [.-Data, the
11n physical layer frame includes HT-SIG, and the 1lac
physical layer frame includes VHT-SIG. Accordingly, the
wireless communication terminal demodulates the data in
the first region of the 11a physical layer frame, and demodu-
lates the HT-SIG and the VHT-SIG in the first region of the
11n physical layer frame and the 11ac physical layer frame.
As described above, the legacy wireless communication
terminal (11n and 1lac terminals) capable of auto detection
may determine 11n and/or 11ac physical layer frames based
on the modulation technique used in the symbols of the first
region. Accordingly, the wireless legacy communication
terminal demodulates the physical layer frame based on the
format of the physical layer frame, i.e., the WLAN commu-
nication standard mode.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
first symbol 310x and the second symbol 320x included in
the first region in the non-legacy physical layer frame may
be modulated with BPSK, respectively. Through this, the
non-legacy physical layer frame may minimize the influence
on the auto detection performance of the wireless commu-
nication terminal supporting 11n and the wireless commu-
nication terminal supporting 11ac, which are legacy wireless
communication terminals. According to an embodiment of
the present invention, BPSK modulation may be used for all
the subcarriers of the first symbol 310x and the second
symbol 320x, but a modulation technique other than BPSK
may be used for some subcarriers (e.g., subcarriers of an
even/odd index). However, if another modulation technique
is used in some subcarriers, since the auto detection perfor-
mance of the 11n/ac wireless communication terminal may
be degraded, it is possible to use another modulation tech-
nique only in the specified some ranges.

The second region Region 2 following the first region
Region 1 may include at least one symbol. In the second
region, the 11a physical layer frame includes legacy data
L-Data, the 11n physical layer frame includes HT-STF, and
the 1lac physical layer frame includes VHT-STF, respec-
tively. Accordingly, in the second region of the 11a physical
layer frame, the wireless communication terminal demodu-
lates the data in the same manner as the first region, and in
the second region of the 11n physical layer frame and the
11ac physical layer frame, detects the STF based on the
repetition characteristics of the time domain signal. At this
time, the symbols of the second region of the 11n physical
layer frame and the 11ac physical layer frame are modulated
with QPSK.

As in the above embodiment, when the symbols of the
first region of the non-legacy physical layer frame, i.e., the
first symbol 310x and the second symbol 320x, are modu-
lated with BPSK, the wireless communication terminal
supporting 11n and 11ac may determine the corresponding
physical layer frame as a 11a physical layer frame. There-
fore, the modulation technique used for the symbol of the
second region of the physical layer frame has little effect on
the auto detection process of the 11n terminal and the 1lac
terminal. Therefore, according to an embodiment of the
present invention, a variety of modulation techniques may
be used for the symbol, i.e., the third symbol 330x, of the
second region of the non-legacy physical layer frame. For
example, modulation such as BPSK, QBPSK, or QPSK may
be used for the third symbol 330x of the non-legacy physical
layer frame. According to one embodiment, the third symbol
330x of the non-legacy physical layer frame may be modu-
lated with QBPSK. In such a way, when QBPSK having
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orthogonal characteristics with respect to BPSK is used for
the modulation of the third symbol 330x, the non-legacy
physical layer frame may be distinguished from the 1la/g
physical layer frame. At this time, the non-legacy terminal
confirms that the first symbol, the second symbol, and the
third symbol after the L-SIG of a received packet are
modulated with BPSK, BPSK, and QBPSK, respectively, so
that it may determine that the corresponding physical layer
frame is a non-legacy physical layer frame. However, in an
embodiment of the present invention, the auto detection
method of the non-legacy wireless communication terminal
is not limited thereto, and the non-legacy wireless commu-
nication terminal may auto-detect the non-legacy physical
layer frame based on various embodiments.

The third region Region 3 represents the remaining pre-
amble section after the second region Region 2. In the third
region Region 3, the 1ln physical layer frame includes
HT-LTF and the 1lac physical layer frame includes VHT-
LTF and VHT-SIG-B. The symbols in the third region are
modulated with BPSK. According to one embodiment, the
third symbol 330x of the non-legacy physical layer frame
may be modulated with QBPSK. The non-legacy wireless
communication terminal may auto-detect the corresponding
physical layer frame based on the modulation technique
used in the third region of the non-legacy physical layer
frame. At this time, at least some of the modulation tech-
nique and the preamble structure of the first region and the
second region of the non-legacy physical layer frame may be
set to be the same as that of the legacy physical layer frame.

FIGS. 11 to 13 show structures of a preamble of a
non-legacy physical layer frame according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

In each of the embodiments of FIGS. 11 to 13, the same
or corresponding parts as those of the embodiment of the
previous drawings are not described.

FIG. 11 shows an embodiment of a preamble configura-
tion of a non-legacy physical layer frame according to the
present invention. Referring to FIG. 11, the non-legacy
physical layer frame includes a legacy preamble and an HE
preamble 300a. The HE preamble 300q includes a High
Efficiency signal field (HE-SIG), a High Efficiency short
training field (HE-STF), and a High Efficiency long training
field (HE-LTF). In an embodiment of the present invention,
the HE-SIG, the HE-STF, and the HE-LTF may be referred
to as a non-legacy SIG, a non-legacy STF and a non-legacy
LTF, respectively.

According to the basic structure of FIG. 11, the HE-SIG
may include a first symbol 310x, a second symbol 320x, and
a third symbol 330x. According to the embodiment of FIG.
11, the first symbol 310x and the second symbol 320x are
modulated with BPSK, and the third symbol 330x is modu-
lated with QBPSK. At this time, the non-legacy physical
layer frame may be distinguished from the 11n physical
layer frame through the first symbol 310x modulated with
BPSK, and may be distinguished from the 1lac physical
layer frame through the second symbol 320x modulated with
BPSK. In addition, the non-legacy physical layer frame may
be distinguished from the 11a/g physical layer frame through
the third symbol 330x modulated with QBPSK. In such a
way, the HE-SIG of the non-legacy physical layer frame
may be composed of three or more symbols, and may further
include an additional SIG if necessary.

FIG. 12 shows another embodiment of a preamble con-
figuration of a non-legacy physical layer frame according to
the present invention. According to another embodiment of
the present invention, the HE-SIG of a non-legacy physical
layer frame may have a variable length. However, FIG. 12
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shows an HE preamble 300q having an HE-SIG composed
of three symbols, and an HE preamble 3005 having an
HE-SIG composed of two symbols.

The HE-SIG may be set to a variable length according to
various embodiments. As described later, the HE-SIG may
be composed of a plurality of SIGs, and the HE-SIG length
may vary depending on whether an additional SIG is
included or not. Also, HE-SIG may have a variable length
depending on the frequency band in which the correspond-
ing physical layer frame is used. For example, the HE
preamble 3005 of the non-legacy physical layer frame in the
first frequency band (e.g., the 2.4 GHz band) where no 1lac
packet is transmitted may include an HE-SIG composed of
two symbols 310x and 320x. According to an embodiment,
the first symbol 310x constituting the HE-SIG of the HE
preamble 3005 may be modulated through BPSK and the
second symbol 320x may be modulated through QBPSK.
When the first symbol 310x and the second symbol 320x of
the HE preamble 3005 of the non-legacy physical layer
frame are modulated in the same manner as those of the 11ac
physical layer frame, the wireless communication terminal
may determine the non-legacy physical layer frame using
the same auto detection method of the 1lac physical layer
frame in the first frequency band (2.4 GHz band). On the
other hand, in the second frequency band (i.e., the 5 GHz
band) in which the 11ac physical layer frame is transmitted,
the HE-SIG of the HE preamble 300a of a non-legacy
physical layer frame may further include an additional SIG
composed of the third symbol 330x in the HE-SIG used in
the HE preamble 3005 in the first frequency band. At this
time, the non-legacy wireless communication terminal may
determine whether the non-legacy wireless communication
terminal is a non-legacy physical layer frame through the
modulation technique used in the third symbol 330x of the
HE preamble 300a or the transmission data of the corre-
sponding symbol. Meanwhile, the wireless communication
terminal supporting the 1lac, which receives the HE pre-
amble 300a of the non-legacy physical layer frame, may
determine that the corresponding physical layer frame is not
the 11ac physical layer frame through the error occurring in
the decoding process of the VHT-SIG1.

Moreover, although it is shown in FIG. 12 that the length
of the HE-SIG varies by two symbols or three symbols, the
present invention is not limited thereto and the HE-SIG may
be set to a length longer than that.

In order to improve the reliability of the non-legacy
wireless communication terminal to auto-detect non-legacy
physical layer frames, the non-legacy wireless communica-
tion terminal may transmit signaling information based on
the L-SIG to the first symbol of the non-legacy signaling
field of the non-legacy physical layer frame. At this time, the
signaling information based on the L-SIG is referred to as
RL-SIG. RL-SIG may be modulated by the same modula-
tion method as L-SIG. RL-SIG may be the same signaling
information as L-SIG. RL-SIG may be signaling informa-
tion obtained by modifying at least one of the size and the
phase of L-SIG. This will be described with reference to
FIGS. 13 to 22.

FIG. 13 shows a structure of a preamble of a non-legacy
physical layer frame including a repeated L-SIG according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

As described above, RL-SIG may be the same signaling
information as L-SIG. At this time, the non-legacy wireless
communication terminal may modulate the R[.-SIG with the
same modulation method as the L-SIG. In this case, the
non-legacy wireless communication terminal repeatedly
transmits the same signal as the L-SIG. For example, the
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non-legacy wireless communication terminal may transmit
the RL-SIG including the same signaling information as the
L-SIG by modulating the first symbol of the non-legacy
signaling field of the non-legacy physical layer frame with
BPSK. At this time, the length of the RL.-SIG symbol is 4 us.

In addition, the non-legacy wireless communication ter-
minal may modulate the second symbol of the non-legacy
signaling field with BPSK. Through the second symbol of
the non-legacy signaling field, the legacy wireless commu-
nication terminal may distinguish the 1lac physical layer
frame from the non-legacy physical layer frame. This will be
described in detail with reference to FIG. 14.

FIG. 14 shows an operation of auto-detecting a non-
legacy physical layer frame including a repeated L-SIG by
a wireless communication terminal according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

The wireless communication terminal determines whether
the first symbol SYM-1 after L-SIG is modulated with
QBPSK. When the first symbol SYM-1 after L-SIG is
modulated with QBPSK, the wireless communication ter-
minal determines the received physical layer frame as an 11n
physical layer frame.

When the first symbol SYM-1 after L-SIG is modulated
with BPSK, the wireless communication terminal deter-
mines whether the L-SIG is repeatedly transmitted and the
second symbol SYM-2 after L-SIG is modulated with
BPSK.

If the L-SIG is repeatedly transmitted and the second
symbol SYM-2 after L-SIG is modulated with BPSK, the
wireless communication terminal determines the validity of
the information included in the L-SIG. Specifically, the
wireless communication terminal may check the validity of
at least one of the length information, the parity information,
and the transmission rate information included in the L-SIG.

If the information included in the L-SIG is valid, the
wireless communication terminal determines the received
physical layer frame as a non-legacy physical layer frame.

In addition, non-legacy physical layer frames do not affect
the auto detection of the legacy wireless communication
terminal. Specifically, since the wireless communication
terminal supporting 11a of the legacy wireless communica-
tion terminal may not decode the second symbol after the
L-SIG of the non-legacy physical layer frame, it processes
a signal after the L-SIG as an error.

Also, since the first symbol SYM-1 after the L-SIG of the
non-legacy physical layer frame is not modulated with
QBPSK, a wireless communication terminal supporting 11n
among legacy wireless communication terminals does not
determine the non-legacy physical layer frame as the 11n
physical layer frame.

Also, when the second symbol SYM-1 after the L-SIG of
the non-legacy physical layer frame is modulated with
QBPSK, a wireless communication terminal supporting
11ac among legacy wireless communication terminals does
not determine the non-legacy physical layer frame as the
11ac physical layer frame.

Also, the legacy wireless communication terminal does
not approach the frequency band in which the physical layer
frame is transmitted based on the L-LENGTH included in
the L-SIG.

The non-legacy wireless communication terminal may
increase the detection speed of the physical layer frame and
enhance the reliability of non-legacy physical layer frame
detection by transmitting the RL-SIG. The RL-SIG does not
affect the auto detection of legacy wireless communication
terminals. However, when the RL-SIG is used only for auto
detection, the wireless communication terminal must trans-
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mit symbols including no information each time a non-
legacy physical layer frame is transmitted. Therefore, when
using the RL-SIG, a method is needed for the wireless
communication terminal to transmit additional information.
This will be described with reference to FIGS. 15 to 22.

FIG. 15 shows that a non-legacy physical layer frame
signals the format of a non-legacy physical layer frame
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

The wireless communication terminal may signal the
format of the non-legacy physical layer frame through the
modulation method of the third symbol after the L-SIG of
the non-legacy physical layer frame. Specifically, the modu-
lation method of the third symbol after L-SIG may indicate
the format of the non-legacy signaling field. For example,
the HE-SIG B field for signaling information for each of the
plurality of wireless communication terminals of FIG. 15
may not be transmitted according to the transmission mode.
Therefore, the modulation method of the third symbol after
L-SIG may indicate whether the HE-SIG B field is trans-
mitted. In yet another specific embodiment, the modulation
method of the third symbol after L-SIG may represent the
format of HE-SIG A.

At this time, the wireless communication terminal may
signal the format of the non-legacy physical layer frame by
modulating the third symbol after the L-SIG of the non-
legacy physical layer frame with QBPSK. In a specific
embodiment, the wireless communication terminal may
signal the format of a non-legacy physical layer frame for
long range transmission by modulating the third symbol
after L-SIG with QBPSK.

In yet another specific embodiment, the wireless commu-
nication terminal may signal the format of the non-legacy
physical layer frame by modulating the third symbol after
the L-SIG of the non-legacy physical layer frame with
QPSK. When the wireless communication terminal modu-
lates the third symbol after the L-SIG with QPSK, the
capacity of transmission information per symbol becomes
large, so that the wireless communication terminal may
increase the information transmission efficiency.

The wireless communication terminal may signal addi-
tional information through the RL-SIG when modifying the
signal characteristics of the L-SIG to generate the RL-SIG.
Specifically, the wireless communication terminal may gen-
erate RL-SIG by modifying at least one of the magnitude
and the phase of a signal representing L.-SIG. This will be
described with reference to FIGS. 16 to 22.

FIG. 16 shows data sub-carriers and pilot sub-carriers of
L-SIG according to an embodiment of the present invention.

The L-SIG includes a total of 24-bit fields such as an
L_RATE field indicating a transmission rate, an
L_LENGTH field indicating a length of a physical layer
frame after [._SIG, a Parity field for error checking, a Tail
field, and Reserved Bits. The wireless communication ter-
minal generates a 48-bit code bit through a %2 rate BCC
technique. Such a 48-bit code bit may be composed of 48
BPSK modulation data. The wireless communication termi-
nal transmits 48 BPSK modulation data in one OFDM
symbol through 48 subcarriers. At this time, channel esti-
mation is necessary for demodulation of code bits. There-
fore, the wireless communication terminal transmits the
pilot signal for channel estimation through four subcarriers.
At this time, the pilot subcarriers are referred to as pilot
subcarriers, and the subcarriers for transmitting data are
referred to as data subcarriers. The positions of the pilot
subcarriers of the L-SIG are index values =21, =7, 7, and 21.

The wireless communication terminal may transmit the
same signal as the signal including the L-SIG as the signal
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including the RL-SIG. For convenience of explanation, a
signal including L-SIG is referred to as an L-SIG signal, and
a signal including RL-SIG is referred to as RL-SIG. At this
time, the wireless communication terminal may transmit the
RL-SIG by changing the position of the pilot subcarrier of
the RL-SIG signal to be different from the position of the
pilot subcarrier of the L.-SIG signal. Therefore, the wireless
communication terminal may signal information through the
location of the pilot subcarrier of the RL-SIG. This will be
described again with reference to FIG. 22.

FIG. 17 shows an RL-SIG signaling information through
a signal characteristic of a frequency region divided into a
plurality of sections according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

The wireless communication terminal may generate the
RL-SIG by modifying at least one of L-SIG data, the
locations of the pilot subcarriers and number of the pilot
subcarriers. However, the wireless communication terminal
receiving the non-legacy physical layer frame should be able
to determine that the RL-SIG is the signaling information
generated based on the L-SIG. Therefore, information
should be transmitted without degrading the signal charac-
teristics of the L-SIG.

In a specific embodiment, the wireless communication
terminal may signal information based on a modification in
one or more frequency section specific signals that the
RL-SIG includes with respect to one or more frequency
section specific signals, which is included in the L-SIG. At
this time, the modification of the signal may indicate at least
one of shifting the phase of the signal and changing the
amplitude of the signal. For this, the wireless communica-
tion terminal divides the L-SIG signal into a plurality of
frequency sections Part_i and shifts theta_i the phase of a
signal in at least any one section among the plurality of
divided frequency sections to generate RL-SIG. In addition,
the wireless communication terminal may change A_i the
magnitude of a signal in at least any one section among the
plurality of divided frequency sections to generate RL-SIG.

At this time, the wireless communication terminal may
shift to allow a phase value of a frequency section specific
signal of RL-SIG to have O or 180 degrees. If the phase
section specific signal phase value is 0 or 180 degrees (when
the frequency section specific signal is multiplied by +1 or
-1), it is modulated with BPSK. Therefore, frequency sec-
tion specific phase shift of RL-SIG signal does not affect
auto detection of 11n or 1lac. Specifically, the wireless
communication terminal supporting 11n or 11ac determines
whether it is the 11n physical layer frame or the 1lac
physical layer frame according to whether the modulation
method after L-SIG is BPSK or QBPSK. If the phase shift
of the frequency section specific signal is 0 or 180 degrees
in RL-SIG, the wireless communication terminal supporting
11n or 1lac determines that the modulation method after
L-SIG is BPSK. Therefore, it does not affect the auto
detection operation of the wireless communication terminal
supporting 11n or 1lac. If the wireless communication
terminal applies a phase shift of 0 or 180 degrees to each
frequency section of the RL-SIG signal, the wireless com-
munication terminal may transmit at least 1 bit of additional
information through the RL-SIG signal.

When the wireless communication terminal transmits
information based on a modification of a plurality of fre-
quency section specific signals included in the RL-SIG with
respect to a plurality of frequency section specific signals
included in the L-SIG, the operation of detecting the RL-SIG
by the wireless communication terminal receiving the non-
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legacy physical layer frame should be modified. This will be
described with reference to FIG. 18.

FIG. 18 shows an operation of detecting RL-SIG by a
wireless communication terminal according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

The wireless communication terminal may compensate
for the the signal modification by performing each frequency
section of the received signal to determine whether the
received signal is an RL-SIG generated based on the L-SIG.
Further, when the received signal is RL-SIG, the wireless
communication terminal may obtain additional information
based on the compensation for the received signal. This is
because the wireless communication terminal transmitting
the RL SIG may change the size for each frequency section
of the L-SIG signal or shifts the phase for each frequency
section of the L-SIG signal, thereby generating the RL-SIG
signal.

The wireless communication terminal compensates the
received signal for each frequency section (S1801). Specifi-
cally, the wireless communication terminal may compensate
for the changed size compared to the L-SIG for each
frequency section of the received signal. In addition, the
wireless communication terminal may compensate for the
shifted phase compared to the L-SIG for each frequency
section of the received signal. At this time, the wireless
communication terminal may compensate for a changeable
size or a shiftable phase size in order for information
transmission. Specifically, the number of changeable sizes or
the number of shiftable sizes for each frequency section of
the L-SIG signal may be plural in order for generation of the
RL-SIG signal. At this time, the wireless communication
terminal may apply all the compensation for the applicable
signal modification to each frequency section.

For example, when applying the 0-degree or 180-degree
phase shift to the L-SIG to generate the RL-SIG, the wireless
communication terminal multiplies a value selected by 1-bit
information of +1 or -1 by each frequency section of an
L-SIG signal. At this time, the wireless communication
terminal receiving the signal may compensate the signal by
multiplying +1 or multiplying by -1 for each frequency
section. For this, the range of a phase shift of the signal for
the wireless communication terminal to signal information
through the RL-SIG may be predetermined. In addition, the
range of a changeable signal magnitude for the wireless
communication terminal to signal information through the
RL-SIG may be predetermined.

The wireless communication terminal compares the com-
pensated signal with L-SIG and determines whether the
received signal is RL-SIG (S1803). Specifically, when the
compensated signal is equal to L-SIG, the wireless commu-
nication terminal may determine the received signal as
RL-SIG. As described above, the number of sizes of a
shiftable phase may be plural or the magnitude of a change-
able signal may be plural. In addition, the wireless commu-
nication terminal may apply all the compensation for an
available signal modification to each frequency section. At
this time, the wireless communication terminal may deter-
mine which compensation method among applied compen-
sation methods is identical to the L-SIG signal of the
corresponding frequency section. For example, when apply-
ing the 0-degree or 180-degree phase shift to the L-SIG to
generate the RL-SIG, the wireless communication terminal
multiplies a value selected by 1-bit information of +1 or -1
by each frequency section of an L-SIG signal. At this time,
the wireless communication terminal receiving the signal
may multiply each frequency section by +1 to compensate
the signal, and then compare the compensated signal with
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the signal of the corresponding frequency section of the
L-SIG signal. In addition, the wireless communication ter-
minal receiving the signal may multiply each frequency
section by -1 to compensate the signal, and then compare
the compensated signal with the signal of the corresponding
frequency section of the L-SIG signal.

When the wireless communication terminal determined
that the received signal is RL-SIG, the wireless communi-
cation terminal obtains signaling information of the RL-SIG
based on the signal compensation (S1805). At this time, the
wireless communication terminal may obtain the signaling
information of the RL-SIG based on at least one of a
magnitude change of a frequency section specific signal and
a phase shift of a signal. Specifically, the wireless commu-
nication terminal may obtain the signaling information of
the RL-SIG based on a value used for frequency section
specific signal compensation. In a specific embodiment, the
wireless communication terminal may obtain the signaling
information of the RL-SIG based on a signal magnitude used
for frequency section specific signal compensation. For
example, the signal magnitude used for section specific
signal compensation may indicate the value of the signaling
information of the RL-SIG. In another specific embodiment,
the wireless communication terminal may obtain the signal-
ing information of the RL-SIG based on a phase shift value
of a signal used for frequency section specific signal com-
pensation. For example, the phase shift value of the signal
used for section specific signal compensation may indicate
the value of the signaling information of the RL-SIG.

When the wireless communication terminal does not
determine that the received signal is not the RL-SIG, the
wireless communication terminal determines the received
signal as a legacy packet. At this time, the wireless com-
munication terminal starts an operation for detecting a
legacy packet from the received signal.

As described above, the RL-SIG may be identical to the
entire L-SIG in the time domain. In another specific embodi-
ment, the RL-SIG may include only a portion of the L-SIG
signal in the time domain. In another specific embodiment,
the wireless communication terminal divides the L-SIG, in
a time domain, into a plurality of sections having the same
size or a size having a rational number multiplication
relationship, and changes at least one of size and phase for
each time section to generate RL-SIG. At this time, the
wireless communication terminal may divide the L-SIG into
a plurality of time sections in consideration of CP/GI. The
generation of the RL-SIG by modifying the [.-SIG signal for
each time section will be described with reference to FIG.
19.

FIG. 19 shows an RL-SIG signaling information through
a signal characteristic of a time domain divided into a
plurality of sections according to an embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 19(a) shows a preamble signal of a
physical layer frame transmitted by a wireless communica-
tion terminal in a time domain. FIG. 19(b) shows that
RL-SIG is generated by dividing an L-SIG signal into a
plurality of time sections and changing the phase of the
L-SIG signal and the magnitude of the [.-SIG signal in each
of the plurality of time sections.

Specifically, the wireless communication terminal may
signal information based on a modification in one or more
frequency section specific signals that the RL-SIG includes
with respect to one or more time section specific signals,
which is included in the L-SIG. At this time, the modifica-
tion of the signal may indicate at least one of shifting the
phase of the signal and changing the amplitude of the signal.
For this, the wireless communication terminal divides the
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L-SIG signal into a plurality of time sections and shifts the
phase theta_i of a signal in at least any one section among
the plurality of divided time sections to generate RL-SIG. In
addition, the wireless communication terminal may change
the magnitude A_i of a signal in at least any one section
among the plurality of divided time sections to generate
RL-SIG.

When the wireless communication terminal signals infor-
mation based on a modification of a plurality of time section
specific signals included in the RL-SIG with respect to a
plurality of time section specific signals included in the
L-SIG, the operation of detecting the RL-SIG by the wire-
less communication terminal receiving the non-legacy
physical layer frame should be changed.

At this time, the wireless communication terminal may
compensate for the signal modification by performing each
time section of the received signal to determine whether the
received signal is an RL-SIG generated based on the L-SIG.

Specifically, the wireless communication terminal may
compensate for the changed size compared to the L-SIG for
each time section of the received signal. In addition, the
wireless communication terminal may compensate for the
shifted phase compared to the L-SIG for each time section
of the received signal. At this time, the wireless communi-
cation terminal may compensate for a changeable size or a
shiftable phase size in order for information transmission.
Specifically, the number of changeable sizes or the number
of shiftable sizes for each time section of the [.-SIG signal
may be plural in order for generation of the RL-SIG signal.
At this time, the wireless communication terminal may
apply all the compensation for the applicable signal modi-
fication to each time section.

For example, when the wireless communication terminal
apply the O-degree or 180-degree phase shift to the L-SIG to
generate the RL-SIG, the wireless communication terminal
multiplies a value selected by 1-bit information of +1 or -1
by each time section of an L-SIG signal. At this time, the
wireless communication terminal receiving the signal may
compensate the signal by multiplying +1 or multiplying by
-1 for each time section. For this, the range of a phase shift
of the signal for the wireless communication terminal to
signal information through the RL-SIG may be predeter-
mined. In addition, the range of a changeable signal mag-
nitude for the wireless communication terminal to signal
information through the RL-SIG may be predetermined. For
this, the range of a phase shift of the signal for additional
information may be predetermined in order for the wireless
communication terminal to generate the RL-SIG including
additional information transmission. In addition, the range
of a changeable signal magnitude for the wireless commu-
nication terminal to generate RL-SIG may be predeter-
mined. The wireless communication terminal compares the
compensated signal with L-SIG and determines whether the
received signal is RL-SIG. Specifically, if the compensated
signal is equal to L-SIG, the wireless communication ter-
minal may determine the received signal as RL-SIG. As
described above, the number of sizes of a shiftable phase
may be plural or the magnitude of a changeable signal may
be plural. Accordingly, the wireless communication terminal
may apply all the compensation for an available signal
modification to each time section. At this time, the wireless
communication terminal may determine whether the com-
pensated signal is identical to the L-SIG signal of the
corresponding time section according to the compensation
method for each time section. For example, when the
wireless communication terminal apply the O-degree or
180-degree phase shift to the L.-SIG to generate the RL-SIG,
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the wireless communication terminal multiplies a value
selected by 1-bit information of +1 or -1 by each time
section of an L-SIG signal. At this time, the wireless
communication terminal receiving the signal may multiply
each time section by +1 to compensate the signal, and then
compare the compensated signal with the signal of the
corresponding time section of the L-SIG signal. In addition,
the wireless communication terminal receiving the signal
may multiply each time section by -1 to compensate the
signal, and then compare the compensated signal with the
signal of the corresponding time section of the L-SIG signal.

When the wireless communication terminal determines
that the received signal is RL-SIG, the wireless communi-
cation terminal obtains signaling information of the RL-SIG
based on the signal compensation. At this time, the wireless
communication terminal may obtain the signaling informa-
tion of the RL-SIG based on at least one of a magnitude
change of a time section specific signal and a phase shift of
a signal. Specifically, the wireless communication terminal
may obtain the signaling information of the RL-SIG based
on a value used for time section specific signal compensa-
tion. In a specific embodiment, the wireless communication
terminal may obtain the signaling information of the RL-
SIG based on a signal magnitude used for time section
specific signal compensation. For example, the signal mag-
nitude used for section specific signal compensation may
indicate the value of the signaling information of the RL-
SIG. In another specific embodiment, the wireless commu-
nication terminal may obtain the signaling information of
the RL-SIG based on a phase shift value of a signal used for
time section specific signal compensation. For example, the
phase shift value of the signal used for section specific signal
compensation may indicate the value of the signaling infor-
mation of the RL-SIG.

FIG. 20 shows an RL-SIG for transmitting information
through a different modulation method different than L-SIG
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

The wireless communication terminal may signal infor-
mation through the RL-SIG modulation method. Specifi-
cally, the wireless communication terminal may modulate
the RL-SIG using a different modulation method than a
modulation method of the L-SIG.

However, it is not desirable for the wireless communica-
tion terminal to transmit RL-SIG with QBPSK to avoid
confusion with VHT-SIG or HT-SIG. In addition, the wire-
less communication terminal may generate the RL-SIG by
shifting the phase of the L-SIG signal modulated with
BPSK. At this time, the wireless communication terminal
may shift the phase of the L-SIG signal to distinguish the
RL-SIG generated by shifting the phase from the QBPSK
modulated signal. For example, the wireless communication
terminal may shift the phase of the L-SIG signal by an angle
other than 180 degrees. Since the phase of a signal modu-
lated with BPSK and QBPSK has a difference of 90 degrees
or 270 degrees as shown in FIG. 20(a), if the phase of the
L-SIG signal modulated with BPSK is shifted by 90 degrees
or 270 degrees, this is because the signal has the same format
as the signal modulated with QBPSK. Therefore, the wire-
less communication terminal may generate the RL-SIG by
shifting the phase of the L-SIG signal by 45 degrees or 135
degrees as shown in FIGS. 18(5), 18(c), and 18(d).

The 11a physical layer frame is modulated through any
one method of BPSK/QPSK/16 QAM/64 QAM. Therefore,
the wireless communication terminal may use four kinds of
constellation points during RL-SIG modulation. For
example, when 16 QAM is selected as shown in FIG. 18(d),
if the RL-SIG is configured through the corresponding
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constellation point, the information may be transmitted
through the corresponding constellation selection. In other
words, up to 2-bit information may be transmitted according
to a specific constellation selection among BPSK/QPSK/16
QAM/64 QAM. Alternatively, the phase or magnitude of the
signal corresponding to at least one of the four kinds of
constellation points may be selected in advance and used as
additional information transmission.

The wireless communication terminal may modulate the
RL-SIG signal and the signal including the non-legacy
signaling field after the RL-SIG through the same manner.
Through this, the wireless communication terminal may
prevent confusion between the non-legacy physical layer
frame and the 11ac physical layer frame.

In another specific embodiment, the RL-SIG may be
modulated with BPSK and the non-legacy signaling field
after RL-SIG may be modulated with QPSK. In such a case,
the wireless communication terminal may increase the infor-
mation capacity of the non-legacy signaling field and pre-
vent confusion between the non-legacy physical layer frame
and the 1lac physical layer frame.

The wireless communication terminal may generate an
RL-SIG by adding a subcarrier to the L-SIG signal. The
subcarriers further transmitted in the RL-SIG signal are
referred to as additional subcarriers. At this time, the wire-
less communication terminal may signal information
through additional subcarriers. This will be described with
reference to FIG. 21.

FIG. 21 shows an RL-SIG generated by adding a subcar-
rier to an L-SIG according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

The wireless communication terminal uses a subcarrier
whose index value corresponds to =26 to 26 to transmit the
L-SIG signal. The wireless communication terminal may
transmit subcarriers corresponding to index values other
than -26 to 26 as an additional subcarrier. Specifically, the
wireless communication terminal may transmit a subcarrier
having an index value equal to at least one of -28, -27, 27,
and 28 as an additional subcarrier.

In a specific embodiment, the wireless communication
terminal may signal information through at least one of the
magnitude and phase of the signal transmitted by the addi-
tional subcarrier.

In addition, the wireless communication terminal may
determine a non-legacy physical layer frame based on an
additional subcarrier. For example, when the first symbol
transmitted after the L-SIG of the received signal is modu-
lated with BPSK and the subcarrier having an index value of
27 is transmitted, the wireless communication terminal may
determine that the received signal is a non-legacy physical
layer frame.

Further, the additional subcarriers may be utilized to
interpret the information signaled by the remaining subcar-
riers transmitting the RLL-SIG signal. Specifically, additional
subcarriers may indicate whether the RL-SIG signal signals
additional information. For example, it may indicate
whether to transmit additional information to the RL-SIG
based on the information transmitted through the additional
subcarrier. Further, the additional subcarrier may indicate
whether the RL-SIG signal is generated by shifting the phase
of the L-SIG signal. Further, the additional subcarrier may
indicate whether the RL-SIG signal is generated by chang-
ing the magnitude of the L-SIG signal. Further, the addi-
tional subcarrier may indicate whether the RL-SIG signal is
generated by changing the modulation method of the L-SIG
signal.
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Further, the additional subcarrier may indicate the size or
unit of the frequency section when the RL-SIG signal
divides the L-SIG signal by each frequency section and
modifies the signal by each frequency section.

In the embodiment of FIG. 21, the positions and the
number of pilot subcarriers are the same as the positions and
numbers of pilot subcarriers in the L-SIG signal. However,
the positions and the number of pilot subcarriers of the
RL-SIG signal are not limited thereto. A specific embodi-
ment of the pilot subcarrier of the RL-SIG signal will be
described in detail with reference to FIG. 22.

FIG. 22 shows that RL-SIG signals information through
a pilot subcarrier according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

The wireless communication terminal may signal infor-
mation through the RL-SIG modulation method. Specifi-
cally, the wireless communication terminal may signal infor-
mation through at least one of the size, phase shift, and
location of the pilot subcarrier of the RL-SIG. At this time,
the information may be additional information or informa-
tion indicating that the signal is RL-SIG.

In two consecutive OFDM symbols, it is normal that the
channel change is not severe. Therefore, when the wireless
communication terminal receive the RL-SIG signal, the
wireless communication terminal may perform demodula-
tion using the pilot subcarriers included in the L-SIG signal.
In consideration of this, during the RL-SIG transmission, the
wireless communication terminal may transmit a smaller
number of pilot subcarriers than the number of pilot sub-
carriers of the L-SIG in the RL-SIG signal. Also, the
wireless communication terminal may not transmit the pilot
subcarrier in the RL-SIG. Therefore, the wireless commu-
nication terminal may transmit a subcarrier for transmitting
signaling information to the pilot subcarrier location of the
L-SIG.

Also, the location of the data subcarrier of the RL-SIG
signal may be different from the location of the data sub-
carrier of the L-SIG signal. At this time, the location of the
pilot subcarrier of the RL-SIG signal may be different from
the location of the pilot subcarrier of the L-SIG signal. For
example, in the RL-SIG signal, the four pilot subcarriers
may be located at both ends of the frequency band, and the
data subcarriers may be used to the locations of the pilot
subcarriers in the L-SIG signal.

Also, the wireless communication terminal may signal
information through a modulation pattern or sequence of
pilot subcarriers of the RL-SIG. At this time, the wireless
communication terminal receiving the RL-SIG signal may
obtain information through correlation characteristics (e.g.
correlation) based on the specific pattern or transition state
information whose size, phase, etc. applied to the pilot
subcarrier is varied. As described above, the information
may be additional information or information indicating that
the signal is RL-SIG.

In addition, the wireless communication terminal may
signal information through at least one of a method of
mapping RL-SIG data to a subcarrier and a method of
mapping a pilot signal to a subcarrier. Specifically, the
wireless communication terminal may specify an index of a
subcarrier of RL-SIG by applying an offset to an index
mapping of an [-SIG subcarrier. At this time, the wireless
communication terminal may signal information through an
offset value. For example, the wireless communication ter-
minal may transmit data, which is transmitted through the
first subcarrier transmitting the [-SIG, through the third
subcarrier of the RL-SIG. At this time, the offset value of the
subcarrier mapping may indicate additional information. In
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another specific embodiment, the wireless communication
terminal may specify an index of a subcarrier of RL-SIG by
shifting the index of the subcarrier of L-SIG. At this time,
the wireless communication terminal may signal informa-
tion through a shift value. In another specific embodiment,
the wireless communication terminal may designate an
index of a subcarrier of RL-SIG by performing a mod
operation on the index value of the subcarrier of L-SIG. In
a specific embodiment, the wireless communication terminal
may add an offset to the index of the subcarrier of the L-SIG,
and divide the sum value by the designated number to map
the data to the index of the subcarrier of the RL-SIG
corresponding to the remaining value. For example, the
wireless communication terminal may add an offset value to
the subcarrier index of the [-SIG, and map the data to the
index of the subcarrier of RL-SIG corresponding to the
remainder value obtained by dividing the value obtained by
adding the offset by 26. The subcarrier index of the RL-SIG
applying an offset when the wireless communication termi-
nal maps subcarriers may be applied using at least one of
data and subcarriers for pilot transmission. In addition, the
wireless communication terminal may apply an offset when
mapping not only the subcarriers corresponding to indexes
-26 to 26 but also the subcarriers to be transmitted in
addition to the indexes -26 to 26.

In addition, the wireless communication terminal may
again transmit, through the RL-SIG, only a portion of
information included in L-SIG. At this time, the wireless
communication terminal may transmit additional informa-
tion through the remaining fields of the RL-SIG other than
the fields for the partial information of the L-SIG.

Through FIGS. 15 to 22, the method in which the wireless
communication terminal signals information other than auto
detection through the RL-SIG has been described. At this
time, specific information that may be signaled includes a
new transmission mode of a physical layer frame, informa-
tion for symbol configuration, information on the structure
of a physical layer frame, information for performing CCA,
information for decoding a non-legacy signaling field, and
information for a wireless communication terminal belong-
ing to another BSS.

Specifically, the new transmission mode of the physical
layer frame may include a transmission mode for long range
transmission. In a specific embodiment, the transmission
mode for long range transmission may indicate that a new
structure of physical layer frame for long range transmission
is used. In addition, the information for symbol configura-
tion may include at least one of OFDM symbol synchroni-
zation, FFT size, and CP length. In addition, the information
on the structure of the physical layer frame may include at
least one of the number of transmission symbols of the
STF/LTF, the transmission order, the type of the signaling
field, the length of the signaling field, and the method of
interpreting the signaling field. In addition, the information
for performing the CCA may include at least one of BSS
color, BSS color application, and offset value for the thresh-
old value in the SD/ED to be used during CCA.

The information for decoding the non-legacy signaling
field may specifically be information for decoding the TXOP
duration indicated by the non-legacy signaling field. Spe-
cifically, the information for decoding the non-legacy sig-
naling field may be the granularity of the TXOP duration
indicated by the non-legacy signaling field. In yet another
specific embodiment, the information for decoding the non-
legacy signaling field may be an offset value of the TXOP
duration indicated by the non-legacy signaling field.
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The information for the wireless communication terminal
belonging to another BSS may be information indicating the
relative position of the frequency band in which the RL-SIG
is transmitted. At this time, the relative position may indicate
that the frequency band is high or low. Also, when the 80
MHz+80 MHz frequency band is used, the relative position
may indicate either the relatively high frequency band of 80
MHz or the relatively low frequency band of 80 MHz.

A wireless communication terminal belonging to another
BSS may have to decode the value of the non-legacy
signaling field in order to perform Spatial Reuse (SR). At
this time, the wireless communication terminal belonging to
another BSS may not know the relative position of the
frequency band in which the signal is transmitted, so that
when the non-legacy signaling field indicates information
for a plurality of frequency bands, the wireless communi-
cation terminal belonging to another BSS may not determine
which frequency band corresponding to a value of a non-
legacy signaling field should be obtained. Accordingly, the
wireless communication terminal may transmit information
indicating the relative position of the frequency band in
which the RL-SIG is transmitted through the RL-SIG. At
this time, the wireless communication terminal belonging to
another BSS may determine the relative position of the
frequency band in which the RL-SIG is transmitted based on
the RL-SIG. The wireless communication terminal belong-
ing to another BSS may decode a non-legacy signaling field
based on its relative location. For example, the wireless
communication terminal belonging to another BSS may
decode information on Spatial Reuse (SR) indicated by a
non-legacy signaling field based on a relative location.

As described above, when the legacy wireless communi-
cation terminal may not know the duration of the non-legacy
physical layer frame, the operation efficiency of the legacy
wireless communication terminal may be low and a trans-
mission collision may occur between the legacy wireless
communication terminal and the non-legacy wireless com-
munication terminal. Specifically, when a non-legacy physi-
cal layer frame is transmitted, the legacy wireless commu-
nication terminal may not know the duration of the non-
legacy physical layer frame and may perform channel
sensing repeatedly. Also, if the legacy wireless communi-
cation terminal does not repeatedly perform channel sens-
ing, when a non-legacy physical layer frame is transmitted,
a legacy wireless communication terminal may attempt
transmission and a transmission collision with a non-legacy
wireless communication terminal may occur.

To solve this problem, the L-SIG may include length
information used for determining the duration of a non-
legacy physical layer frame after the L-SIG. For conve-
nience of explanation, the length information is referred to
as _LENGTH.

A method of setting ._LENGTH by the legacy wireless
communication terminal and a method of obtaining the
duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame according to
the [_LLENGTH length by the legacy wireless communica-
tion terminal will be described with reference to FIGS. 23 to
17.

FIG. 23 shows an equation for obtaining a transmission
time of a non-legacy physical layer frame by a wireless
communication terminal according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

The transmission time TXTIME of the non-legacy physi-
cal layer frame is the sum of the duration of a legacy
preamble T; przyamrz the duration of a non-legacy pre-
amble Tup przanmrs the data duration of a non-legacy
physical layer frame T,z 5474, and the packet extension
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duration of a non-legacy physical layer frame T,. At this
time, the duration of the legacy preamble T, rzi/mre
indicates the duration to the legacy signaling field in the
duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame. Also, a
packet extension indicates a padding added after a Frame
Check Sequence (FCS) field of a non-legacy physical layer
frame or Forward Error Correction (FEC).

The data duration T, .7, of the non-legacy physical
layer frame is the product of the symbol duration
Ty symmor of the non-legacy physical layer frame and the
number N_SYM of symbols of data of the non-legacy
physical layer frame. The symbol duration Tz syamor of
the non-legacy physical layer frame is a value obtained by
adding guard interval duration T, to a signal of 12.8 us
length including data excluding the symbol’s guard interval
cyclic prefix.

FIG. 24 shows an equation for obtaining length informa-
tion included in L-SIG by a wireless communication termi-
nal according to an embodiment of the present invention.

The legacy wireless communication terminal determines
that ._LENGTH is length information included in signaling
of the legacy physical layer frame, and indicates the size of
data included in the legacy physical layer frame. In wireless
communication, data is transmitted by a symbol unit. Also,
the duration of a symbol of a non-legacy physical layer
frame is different from the duration of a symbol of a legacy
physical layer frame. Therefore, the non-legacy wireless
communication terminal sets L LENGTH based on the
duration of the symbol of the legacy physical layer frame.

Specifically, the non-legacy wireless communication ter-
minal may set L_LENGTH based on a value obtained by
dividing the duration TXTIME—T; rz.iasmrz Of the non-
legacy physical layer frame after the L-SIG by the duration
aSymbolLength of the symbol of the legacy physical layer
frame. Also, as described above, in wireless communication,
data is transmitted by a symbol unit, and a legacy wireless
communication terminal converts the size of data repre-
sented by L_LENGTH into a symbol unit of a legacy
physical layer frame to determine the duration of a physical
layer frame. Therefore, the non-legacy wireless communi-
cation terminal divides the duration of the non-legacy physi-
cal layer frame after the L-SIG by the duration aSymbol-
Length of the legacy physical layer frame symbol and sets
L_LENGTH based on the ceiling calculated value 2401.

Therefore, the non-legacy wireless communication termi-
nal sets ._LENGTH based on the duration of the symbol of
the legacy physical layer frame. Specifically, the non-legacy
wireless communication terminal may set [_LENGTH
based on the number of Octets N,,¢ transmittable per
symbol of the legacy physical layer frame. Accordingly, the
wireless communication terminal may perform a ceiling
operation 2401 on a value obtained by dividing the duration
TXTIME—T; przaamrz of the legacy physical layer frame
symbol after L-SIG by the duration aSymbolLength of the
legacy physical layer frame symbol, and set [._Length based
on the value obtained by multiplying the number of Octets
Nops transmittable per symbol of the legacy physical layer
frame.

Since the concrete value of the legacy preamble included
in the non-legacy physical layer frame is fixed, the wireless
communication terminal may apply the following concrete
values to calculate [._LENGTH. The L-STF length is 8 us,
the L-LTF length is 8 us, and the L-SIG length is 4 us.
Therefore, the duration TXTIME—T,; prz 425, of the non-
legacy physical layer frame after the L-SIG is a value
obtained by subtracting 20 us from the duration of the
non-legacy physical layer frame. Also, the duration aSym-
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bolLength of the legacy physical layer frame symbol is 4
us/symbol. When [._DATARATE is 6 Mbps, the number of
Octets N, p transmittable to one symbol with a duration of
4 us is 3.

The legacy physical layer frame is located after the field
indicating the length information and includes an additional
field not included in the length indicated by the length
information of the legacy physical layer frame. Therefore,
the non-legacy wireless communication terminal may set
L_LENGTH based on the structure of the legacy physical
layer frame.

Specifically, the non-legacy wireless communication ter-
minal must set [L_LENGTH based on the length of the
legacy PLCP service field and the length of one PLCP tail
field. Specifically, when the non-legacy wireless communi-
cation terminal set [,_LENGTH, the non-legacy wireless
communication terminal should subtract the value based on
the sum of the length of the PLCP service field and the
length of one PLCP tail field. The legacy physical layer
frame further includes a PLCP service field and a PLCP tail
field in addition to a preamble corresponding to a legacy
preamble of a non-legacy physical layer frame and data.
PLCP service field length and PLCP tail field length are in
bit units, and [._LENGTH is displayed in byte units, in order
to set L_LENGTH, the non-legacy wireless communication
terminal divides the length of the PL.CP service field and the
length of the PLCP tail field by 8 and performs the ceiling
operation 2402.

The length of the PL.CP service field and the length of the
PLCP tail field are fixed. Therefore, in order to set
L_LENGTH, the non-legacy wireless communication ter-
minal may divide the length of the PLCP service field and
the length of the PLCP tail field by 8 and apply 3 to the
rounded value.

Therefore, the non-legacy wireless communication termi-
nal may set the value of ._LENGTH through the equation
of FIG. 24.

FIG. 25 shows a method of a wireless communication
terminal to determine whether the existence of a packet
extension is unclear according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

Ifthe non-legacy physical layer frame includes the above-
mentioned packet extension and the length of the packet
extension satisfies a certain condition, a wireless communi-
cation terminal receiving a non-legacy physical layer frame
may be confused whether the signal transmitting the non-
legacy physical layer frame is a symbol of data or a padding
according to a packet extension. In particular, when a
wireless communication terminal transmits a non-legacy
physical layer frame to a plurality of wireless communica-
tion terminals through OFDMA, a wireless communication
terminal receiving a non-legacy physical layer frame may be
confused whether the signal transmitting the non-legacy
physical layer frame is a symbol of data or a padding
according to a packet extension.

When the wireless communication terminal receiving the
non-legacy physical layer frame is confused in such a way,
the wireless communication terminal may signal disambigu-
ate information that disambiguate the ambiguity on whether
packet extensions of non-legacy physical layer frames are
included. At this time, the information that disambiguates
ambiguity on whether or not the packet extension of the
non-legacy physical layer frame is included may be included
in the non-legacy signaling field of the non-legacy physical
layer frame. For convenience of description, information
that disambiguates ambiguity on whether a packet extension
is included is referred to as a PE-Disambiguity field.
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The non-legacy wireless communication terminal may set
the PE-Disambiguity field based on the duration T, of the
symbol of the non-legacy physical layer frame and the
increment of duration to set the value of L_LENGTH based
on the duration aSymbolLength of the symbol of the legacy
physical layer frame.

Specifically, in relation to the non-legacy wireless com-
munication terminal, the increment of duration to set the
value of L_LENGTH based on the symbol duration aSym-
bolLength of the symbol of the legacy physical layer frame
is a value obtained by multiplying a difference 2501 between
a value obtained by performing a ceiling operation on a
value obtained by dividing the duration of the non-legacy
physical layer frame after the L-SIG by the duration aSym-
bolLength of the legacy physical layer frame symbol and a
value before the ceiling operation by the duration aSymbol-
Length of the legacy physical layer frame.

If the sum of the increment of duration to set the value of
L_LENGTH based on the duration aSymbollLength of the
symbol of the legacy physical layer frame and the duration
of the packet extension is identical to or greater than the
duration Ty, 0f the symbol of the non-legacy physical layer
frame, the non-legacy wireless communication terminal may
signal information on the packet extension. This is because
the sum of the increment of duration to set the value of
L_LENGTH based on the duration aSymbollLength of the
symbol of the legacy physical layer frame and the duration
of the packet extension indicates the duration of a wireless
signal not including real data.

As a result, when the equation of FIG. 25 is satisfied, in
relation to the non-legacy wireless communication terminal,
PE-Disambiguity disambiguates ambiguity on whether the
non-legacy physical layer frames includes the packet exten-
sion. For example, when the equation of FIG. 25 is satisfied,
the non-legacy wireless communication terminal may set the
PE-Disambiguity to 1. In addition, when the equation of
FIG. 25 is not satisfied, the non-legacy wireless communi-
cation terminal may set the PE-Disambiguity to O.

Also, as described above, the duration aSymbolLength of
the legacy physical layer frame symbol are 4 us. Therefore,
4 us may be applied to the equation of FIG. 25.

However, there is a case that the signaling through the PE
disambiguity field is not necessary because it is clear
whether the packet extension is included or not. For
example, if the GI is 0.8 us or 1.6 us and the duration T,
of the packet extension is either 0, 4 us, or 8 us, it does not
always satisty the equation of FIG. 25. Also, if the GI is 3.2
us and the duration T,z of the packet extension is either 0,
4 us, 8 us, and 12 us, the equation of FIG. 25 is not always
satisfied. On the other hand, if the GI is 3.2 us and the
duration T,z of the packet extension is 16 us, the equation
of FIG. 25 is always satisfied. If the duration T, of the
allowed packet extensions is limited by the packet extension
capability of the wireless communication terminal, the wire-
less communication terminal may determine whether the PE
disambiguity field needs to be set through the GI value.

Therefore, the non-legacy wireless communication termi-
nal may signal other information through the PE disambi-
guity field. In a specific embodiment, the non-legacy wire-
less communication terminal may signal CRC information
for the signaling field through the PE disambiguity field.

FIG. 26 shows a method of determining the length of a
packet extension by a wireless communication terminal
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

The wireless communication terminal receiving the non-
legacy physical layer frame may obtain the number of
symbols Ng,,, including data based on the value of the
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L_LENGTH field and the value bz pisampiguy Of the PE
disambiguity field. Specifically, the wireless communication
terminal obtains the duration of a symbol of data based on
the L LENGTH field. For this, the wireless communication
terminal obtains the duration of the non-legacy physical
layer frame except the legacy preamble by adding 3, which
is the value 2602 obtained by converting the lengths of the
PLCP service field and PLCP tail field into bytes, to
L_LENGTH, then dividing it by three bytes, which the data
size 2603 transmittable by one symbol transmitting a legacy
physical layer frame, and multiplying it by 4 us, which is the
duration of the symbol of the legacy physical layer frame.
The wireless communication terminal subtracts 2601 the
duration Tz pzz 4ns5r 2 0f the non-legacy preamble from the
duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame excluding
the obtained legacy preamble, and performs a flooring
operation on a value obtained by dividing it by the duration
Tyar of the symbol of the non-legacy physical layer frame.
The wireless communication terminal obtains the number of
symbols Ngy,, including the data by subtracting the value
bz pisambigun ©f the PE disambiguity field from the value
obtained through the flooring operation value.

The wireless communication terminal obtains the dura-
tion T,z of the packet extension based on the number of
symbols Ng,,, including the data and the wvalue of
L_LENGTH. Specifically, the wireless communication ter-
minal subtracts the duration Ngy,,xTy,, of the symbol of
the data from the value 2601 obtained by subtracting the
duration Tz przansmr e Of the non-legacy preamble from the
duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame excluding
the legacy preamble, and then divide it by 4 us, which is the
duration of the symbol of the legacy physical layer frame. At
this time, the value acquired by the wireless communication
terminal includes an additional time for adjusting the value
to the duration value of the symbol of the legacy physical
layer frame. Therefore, the wireless communication terminal
applies the flooring operation to the obtained value, and
again multiplies the flooring value by 4 us, which is the
duration of the symbol of the legacy physical layer frame, to
obtain the duration T, of the packet extension.

FIG. 27 shows that a legacy wireless communication
terminal obtains the duration of a non-legacy physical layer
frame based on _LENGTH according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

The legacy wireless communication terminal obtains the
duration RXTIME of the non-legacy physical layer frame
based on L_LENGTH. Specifically, the legacy wireless
communication terminal may access the wireless medium
based on the obtained duration of the non-legacy physical
layer frame.

Specifically, the legacy wireless communication terminal
may obtain the duration RXTIME of the non-legacy physi-
cal layer frame based on L._LENGTH, the length of the
PLCP service fields, and the length of one PLCP tail field.
Specifically, ._LENTH may be converted into the number
of non-legacy symbols based on the size N, of data that
one symbol of the legacy physical layer frame may transmit.
At this time, the size N ¢ of the data transmittable by one
symbol of the legacy physical layer frame is expressed in
units of Octets (bytes). In addition, the legacy wireless
communication terminal converts the length of the PLCP
service field and the length of one PLCP tail field into byte
units. The legacy wireless communication terminal divides
the length of the PLCP service field and the length of one
PLCPail field, which are converted in byte units, by the size
Nops of data transmittable by one symbol of the legacy
physical layer frame to convert the length of the PLCP
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service field and the length of one PLCP tail field into
symbol units. The legacy wireless communication terminal
performs a ceiling operation on L_LENGTH and the length
of the PL.CP service fields and the length of one PLCP tail
field, which are converted in symbol units. As described
above, wireless communication is performed in symbol
units.

The legacy wireless communication terminal obtains the
duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame by multi-
plying the ceiling operation value by the duration aSymbol-
Length of the symbol of the legacy physical layer frame and
adding the duration T, pzzamre Of the preamble of the
legacy physical layer frame.

As described above, the length of the PLCP service field
and the length of one PLCP tail field are converted into byte
units, and its ceiling operation value is 3. Also, the number
of bytes N, transmittable by one symbol of the legacy
physical layer frame is 3. Also, the duration aSymbolLength
of the symbol of the legacy physical layer frame symbol is
4 us. Since the L-STF length is 8 us, the L-LTF length is 8
us, and the L-SIG length is 4 us, the duration T; zzimre
of the preamble of the legacy physical layer frame is 20 us.

Therefore, by applying this value, the equation of FIG. 27
may be obtained, and the legacy wireless communication
terminal may obtain the duration RXTIME of the non-
legacy physical layer frame according to the equation of
FIG. 27.

As described above, the legacy wireless communication
terminal transmits data in symbol units of a legacy physical
layer frame. Also, when the legacy wireless communication
terminal obtains the duration of the non-legacy physical
layer frame based on the [._LLENGTH, the legacy wireless
communication terminal performs a ceiling operation based
on the value obtained by dividing the size of data transmit-
table by one symbol of the legacy physical layer frame.
Thus, the legacy wireless communication terminal may
process L_LENGTH having different lengths as the duration
of'a non-legacy physical layer frame of the same size. At this
time, the range of the ._LENGTH, which is regarded as the
duration of non-legacy physical layer frames of the same
size, is determined according to the data size the size of data
transmittable by one symbol transmitting a legacy physical
layer frame. For example, it is assumed that a data size that
one symbol of a legacy physical layer frame may transmit is
3 bytes. At this time, the legacy wireless communication
terminal acquires the duration RXTIME of the same non-
legacy physical layer frame even if the value of the
L_LENGTH changes from 31 to 32 or 33. With this feature,
the non-legacy physical wireless communication terminal
may signal information other than the duration of the
non-legacy physical layer frame with the value of the
L_LENGTH.

In a specific embodiment, through the remaining value
when the [_LENGTH is divided by the size of data trans-
mittable by one symbol of the legacy physical layer frame,
the non-legacy physical wireless communication terminal
may signal information other than the duration of a non-
legacy physical layer frame. As described above, the size of
data that one symbol of a legacy physical layer frame may
transmit is 3 bytes. Furthermore, the I._LENGTH field
indicates the length in byte units. Therefore, the non-legacy
physical wireless communication terminal may signal infor-
mation other than the duration of the non-legacy physical
layer frame through the remainder when the [._LENGTH is
divided by 3.

When using this signaling method, the modification in the
signaling information does not affect the operation of the
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legacy wireless communication terminal. Also, through this
signaling method, the non-legacy wireless communication
terminal may transmit additional information without using
additional transmission resources.

Information other than the duration of the non-legacy
physical layer frame may be in the format of a non-legacy
signaling field. At this time, the format of the non-legacy
signaling field may indicate whether or not a specific field is
included. For example, the format of the non-legacy signal-
ing field may include whether or not the HE-SIG-B field is
included. In yet another specific embodiment, the format of
the non-legacy signaling field may be whether HE-SIG-A is
repeated.

Also, the non-legacy wireless communication terminal
may signal the format of the non-legacy signaling field by
combining the [ LENGTH value with the modulation
method of the symbol transmitting the HE-SIG-A. Specifi-
cally, the modulation method of the first symbol transmitting
HE-SIG-A is BPSK. This is for auto detection of non-legacy
wireless communication terminals as described above.
Therefore, the wireless communication terminal may signal
the format of the non-legacy signaling field through the
modulation method of the second symbol transmitting HE-
SIG-A. Specifically, the wireless communication terminal
may modulate the second symbol transmitting HE-SIG-A
with QBPSK or BPSK.

As described above, through the remaining value when
the I_LLENGTH is divided by the size of data transmittable
by one symbol of the legacy physical layer frame, the
non-legacy wireless communication terminal may signal
information other than the duration of a non-legacy physical
layer frame. For this, when the non-legacy wireless com-
munication terminal sets the length of the L_LENGTH, the
non-legacy wireless communication terminal should add or
subtract a positive integer less than the size of data trans-
mittable by zof the legacy physical layer frame in the length
set based on the duration of the non-legacy physical layer
frame. This will be described with reference to FIGS. 28 to
31.

FIG. 28 shows that a wireless communication terminal
according to an embodiment of the present invention adds a
predetermined range of integers to the format of a non-
legacy signaling field while setting I, LENGTH.

As described with reference to FIG. 24, the non-legacy
wireless communication terminal may set the I_TLENGTH
based on the duration of the non-legacy physical layer
frame. In order to signal information other than the duration
of the non-legacy physical layer frame through the
L_LENGTH, the non-legacy wireless communication ter-
minal may add a positive integer m smaller than the size of
data transmittable by one symbol of the legacy physical
layer frame in the length set based on the duration of the
non-legacy physical layer frame. For convenience of expla-
nation, a positive integer smaller than the size of data
transmittable by one symbol of the legacy physical layer
frame is referred to as m. Specifically, when the data rate of
the legacy physical layer frame is 6 Mbps, the size of data
that one symbol of the legacy physical layer frame may
transmit is 3 bytes. Thus, m may be 1 or 2. Therefore, the
non-legacy wireless communication terminal may add 1 or
2 to the length set based on the duration of the non-legacy
physical layer frame.

At this time, the value of m may represent information
other than the duration of the non-legacy physical layer
frame as described above.

The non-legacy wireless communication terminal receiv-
ing the non-legacy physical layer frame may obtain infor-
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mation other than the duration of the non-legacy physical
layer frame based on the I._LENGTH. Specifically, the
non-legacy wireless communication terminal may divide the
value of the L_LLENGTH by the size of data transmittable by
one symbol of the legacy physical layer frame to obtain a
value of m, i.e., the remaining, and may obtain information
other than the duration of the frame based on the value of m.

As described with FIG. 27, since the legacy wireless
communication terminal performs a ceiling operation on a
value obtained by dividing the size of data transmittable by
one symbol of the legacy physical layer frame, even if the
value of m changes, the legacy wireless communication
terminal obtains the duration of the legacy physical layer
frame. Therefore, the wireless communication terminal may
set the value of the L-LENGTH through the equation of FIG.
28, and signal information other than the duration of the
non-legacy physical layer frame through the value of m.

FIG. 29 shows a method for determining the length of a
packet extension by a wireless communication terminal
according to an embodiment of the present invention when
adding a predetermined integer according to the format of a
non-legacy signaling field while setting [._LENGTH.

As described with reference to FIG. 26, the wireless
communication terminal receiving the non-legacy physical
layer frame may obtain the number of symbols Ny, includ-
ing data based on the value of the ,_LLENGTH field and the
value bpg pisampiguiry ©F the PE disambiguity field. In addi-
tion, the non-legacy wireless communication terminal
receiving the non-legacy physical layer frame may obtain
the duration T, of the packet extension based on the
L_LENGTH and the number of symbols Ng,,, including
data.

As shown in FIG. 28, m may be added to signal infor-
mation other than the duration of the non-legacy physical
layer frame through the length of the I_LENGTH.

In such a case, since the ,_LENGTH includes a value for
signaling information other than the duration of the non-
legacy physical layer frame, the wireless communication
terminal receiving the non-legacy physical layer frame must
obtain, in consideration of m, the number of symbols N, ,
including the data and the duration T, of the packet
extension.

Thus, a non-legacy wireless communication terminal
receiving a non-legacy physical layer frame obtains the
value of m by using the remaining obtained by dividing the
L-LENGTH by the size of data transmittable by one symbol
of the legacy physical layer frame, and obtains the number
of symbols Ngy,, including data based on a value obtained
by subtracting the value of m from the value of the
L-LENGTH.

In addition, the non-legacy wireless communication ter-
minal receiving the non-legacy physical layer frame may
obtain the duration T, of the packet extension based on the
value obtained by subtracting the value of m from the value
of the L_LENGTH.

Through the embodiments of FIGS. 28 and 29, a method
has been described in which a wireless communication
terminal signals information other than the duration of a
non-legacy physical layer frame through the L_LENGTH by
adding the value of m when the L-LENGTH is set. However,
in such a case, the duration of the non-legacy physical layer
frame obtained by the legacy wireless communication ter-
minal is longer by one symbol of the legacy physical layer
frame compared to a case that information other than the
duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame is not
signaled through the L-LENGTH. This is because the legacy
wireless communication terminal obtains the duration of the
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non-legacy physical layer frame based on the ceiling opera-
tion as described with reference to FIG. 27.

Therefore, according to the embodiments of FIGS. 28 and
29, signaling information other than the duration of the
non-legacy physical layer frame through the L-LENGTH
affects the operation of the legacy wireless communication
terminal. As a result, legacy wireless communication termi-
nals suffer losses in the competition procedure for transmis-
sion. A method for signaling information other than the
duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame using the
L_LENGTH to solve this problem will be described with
reference to FIGS. 30 and 31.

FIG. 30 shows that a wireless communication terminal
according to an embodiment of the present invention sub-
tracts a predetermined integer according to the format of a
non-legacy signaling field while setting [._LENGTH.

As described with reference to FIG. 24, the non-legacy
wireless communication terminal may set the I_TLENGTH
based on the duration of the non-legacy physical layer
frame. In order to signal information other than the duration
of the non-legacy physical layer frame through the
L_LENGTH, the non-legacy wireless communication ter-
minal may subtract a positive integer m smaller than the size
of data transmittable by one symbol of the legacy physical
layer frame in the length set based on the duration of the
non-legacy physical layer frame. For convenience of expla-
nation, a positive integer smaller than the size of data
transmittable by one symbol of the legacy physical layer
frame is referred to as m. Specifically, when the data rate of
the legacy physical layer frame is 6 Mbps, the size of data
that one symbol of the legacy physical layer frame may
transmit is 3 bytes. Thus, m may be 1 or 2. Therefore, the
non-legacy wireless communication terminal may subtract 1
or 2 from the length set based on the duration of the
non-legacy physical layer frame.

At this time, m may represent information other than the
duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame as described
above. In other words, a value obtained by subtracting m
from the size of data transmittable by one symbol of the
legacy physical layer frame may represent information other
than the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame as
described above.

As described with reference to FIG. 28 above, the non-
legacy wireless communication terminal receiving the non-
legacy physical layer frame may obtain information other
than the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame
based on the I_LENGTH. Specifically, the non-legacy
wireless communication terminal obtains the remaining
when the value of the I,_LENGTH is divided by the size of
data transmittable by one symbol of the legacy physical
layer frame by a value obtained by subtracting m from the
size of data transmittable by one symbol of the legacy
physical layer frame, and may obtain information other than
the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame based on
the remaining value (the value obtained by subtracting m
from the size of data that one symbol of the legacy physical
layer frame may transmit).

As described with reference to FIG. 27, the legacy wire-
less communication terminal performs a ceiling operation on
a value obtained by dividing the size of data that one symbol
of a legacy physical layer frame may transmit. Also, the
value of m is smaller than the data size of data transmittable
by one symbol of the legacy physical layer frame. Therefore,
the legacy wireless communication terminal obtains the
duration of the same non-legacy physical layer frame even
if the value of m changes. In addition, the duration of the
non-legacy physical layer frame obtained by the legacy
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wireless communication terminal is the same as the case that
information other than the duration of the non-legacy physi-
cal layer frame is not signaled through the L-LENGTH. This
is because the legacy wireless communication terminal
obtains the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame
based on the ceiling operation as described with reference to
FIG. 27. Thus, signaling information other than the duration
of the non-legacy physical layer frame through the
L_LENGTH by the non-legacy wireless communication
terminal does not affect the operation of the legacy wireless
communication terminal.

FIG. 31 shows a method for determining the length of a
packet extension by a wireless communication terminal
according to an embodiment of the present invention when
subtracting a predetermined integer according to the format
of a non-legacy signaling field while setting I,_LENGTH.

As described with reference to FIG. 26, the wireless
communication terminal receiving the non-legacy physical
layer frame may obtain the number of symbols Ny, includ-
ing data based on the value of the ,_LLENGTH field and the
value bpg pycampiguarn, ©f the PE disambiguity field. In addi-
tion, the non-legacy wireless communication terminal
receiving the non-legacy physical layer frame may obtain
the duration T, of the packet extension based on the
L_LENGTH and the number of symbols Ng,,, including
data.

As shown in FIG. 30, m may be subtracted to signal
information other than the duration of the non-legacy physi-
cal layer frame through the length of the I_LENGTH.

In such a case, since the ,_LENGTH includes a value for
signaling information other than the duration of the non-
legacy physical layer frame, the wireless communication
terminal receiving the non-legacy physical layer frame must
obtain, in consideration of m, the number of symbols N, ,
including the data and the duration T, of the packet
extension.

Thus, a non-legacy wireless communication terminal
receiving a non-legacy physical layer frame divides
LENGTH by the size of data transmittable by one symbol of
the legacy physical layer frame and subtracts the remaining
from the size of data transmittable by one symbol of the
legacy physical layer frame to obtain a value of m. The
non-legacy wireless communication terminal may obtain the
number of symbols N,,, including data based on a value
obtained by adding the value of m in the value of
L_LENGTH.

In addition, the non-legacy wireless communication ter-
minal receiving the non-legacy physical layer frame may
obtain the duration T, of the packet extension based on the
value obtained by adding the value of m in the value of
L_LENGTH.

FIG. 32 shows an operation of transmitting a non-legacy
physical layer frame and receiving a non-legacy physical
layer frame by a wireless communication terminal according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

A first wireless communication terminal 3201 sets a
legacy signaling field (S3201). At this time, the legacy
signaling field may include length information indicating the
duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame after the
legacy signaling field. At this time, the length information
may be the [,_LENGTH field described above. In addition,
the first wireless communication terminal 3201 may set the
value of the length information based on the embodiment
described with reference to FIGS. 23 to 31.

Specifically, the first wireless communication terminal
3201 may signal information other than the information
indicating the duration of the non-legacy physical layer
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frame through the length information. In a specific embodi-
ment, the first wireless communication terminal 3201 may
signal information other than information indicating the
duration of a non-legacy physical layer frame through the
remaining value obtained by dividing the length information
by the size of data transmittable by one symbol transmitting
the legacy physical layer frame. The first wireless commu-
nication terminal 3201 may set length information based on
a value obtained by subtracting the size of data transmittable
by one symbol of the legacy physical layer frame from a
value obtained by converting the duration of a non-legacy
physical layer frame after the legacy signaling field into the
format of the length information and by adding the remain-
ing value.

The first wireless communication terminal 3201 may
convert the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame
after the legacy signaling field into the format of the length
information based on the duration of one symbol transmit-
ting a legacy physical layer frame and the data size trans-
mitted by one symbol transmitting a legacy physical layer
frame. For example, the first wireless communication ter-
minal 3201 may set length information according to the
following equation.

L_LENGTH=[(ZXTIME-7L_PREAMBLE)/aSymbol-
Length]xNpps—[a/8]-m

L_LENGTH indicates length information. [x] represents
the smallest integer among integers greater than or equal to
x. TXTIME represents the duration of a non-legacy physical
layer frame. T, pzziamrz indicates the duration to the
legacy signaling field during the duration of the non-legacy
physical layer frame. aSymbollength represents the dura-
tion of one symbol transmitting a legacy physical layer
frame. N ¢ represents the data size that one symbol trans-
mitting a legacy physical layer frame may transmit. a
represents the number of bits of a field not included in the
length indicated by the length information after the length
information in the legacy physical layer frame. m represents
avalue obtained by subtracting the remaining value from the
size of data transmittable by one symbol transmitting the
legacy physical layer frame.

In addition, information other than the information indi-
cating the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame
may indicate the format of the non-legacy physical layer
frame. Specifically, it may indicate the format of a signaling
field indicating the duration of a non-legacy physical layer
frame. In a specific embodiment, information other than
information indicating the duration of the non-legacy physi-
cal layer frame may indicate whether the non-legacy physi-
cal layer frame includes a predetermined field. The prede-
termined field may be at least one of the HE-SIG-B field and
the repeated HE-SIG-A field described above.

The first wireless communication terminal 3201 may
signal information other than the information indicating the
duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame based on the
remaining value and the modulation method of the third
symbol after the legacy signaling field. At this time, the first
wireless communication terminal 3201 may modulate the
third symbol after the legacy signaling field with Binary
Phase Shift Keying (BPSK) or Quadrature Binary Phase
Shift Keying (QBPSK).

The first wireless communication terminal 3201 transmits
a non-legacy physical layer frame including a legacy sig-
naling field (83203). At this time, the first wireless commu-
nication terminal 3201 may transmit a repeated legacy
signaling field generated based on the legacy signaling field
and used for auto detection, after the legacy signaling field.
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Specifically, the legacy signaling field may be the RL-SIG
described with reference to FIGS. 13 to 22.

Also, the first wireless communication terminal 3201 may
transmit additional information through the repeated legacy
signaling field. Specifically, the first wireless communica-
tion terminal 3201 may signal additional information based
on a modification in one or more frequency section specific
signals included in the legacy signaling field versus one or
more frequency section specific signals included in the
legacy signaling field. The first wireless communication
terminal 3201 may signal additional information based on a
change in one or more time section specific signals included
in a repeated legacy signaling field versus one or more time
section specific signals included in a legacy signaling field.
In addition, the first wireless communication terminal 3201
may signal additional information through the modulation
method of the repeated legacy signaling field. In addition,
the first wireless communication terminal 3201 may transmit
additional subcarriers to the repeated signaling field to signal
additional information.

The first wireless communication terminal 3201 may
transmit a subcarrier transmitting additional information in
a location of the pilot subcarrier of the legacy signaling field.
The wireless communication terminal may also signal addi-
tional information through a modulation pattern or sequence
of pilot subcarriers in the repeated legacy signaling field. In
addition, the first wireless communication terminal 3201
may signal additional information through at least one of a
method of mapping data of the repeated legacy signaling
field to a subcarrier and a method of mapping a pilot signal
to a subcarrier.

The additional information described above may be at
least one of a new transmission mode of the physical layer
frame, information for symbol configuration, information on
the structure of the physical layer frame, and information for
performing CCA. Specifically, the new transmission mode
of'the physical layer frame may include a transmission mode
for long range transmission. In a specific embodiment, the
transmission mode for long range transmission may indicate
that a new structure of physical layer frame for long range
transmission is used. In addition, the information for symbol
configuration may include at least one of OFDM symbol
synchronization, FFT size, and CP length. In addition, the
information on the structure of the physical layer frame may
include at least one of the number of transmission symbols
of the STF/LTF, the transmission order, the type of the
signaling field, the length of the signaling field, and the
method of interpreting the signaling field. In addition, the
information for performing the CCA may include at least
one of BSS color, BSS color application, and offset value for
the threshold value in the SD/ED to be used during CCA.

A second wireless communication terminal 3203 obtains
information based on the legacy signaling field (S3205). The
second wireless communication terminal 3203 may obtain
length information indicating the duration of the non-legacy
physical layer frame after the legacy signaling field, from the
legacy signaling field and obtain information other than the
information indicating the duration of the non-legacy physi-
cal layer frame by using the value of the length information.
Specifically, the second wireless communication terminal
3203 may obtain information other than information indi-
cating the duration of a non-legacy physical layer frame
through the remaining value obtained by dividing the length
information by the size of data transmittable by one symbol
transmitting the legacy physical layer frame.

Also, the second wireless communication terminal 3203
obtains the number of symbols transmitting the non-legacy

5

10

15

20

25

30

40

45

55

60

65

40

physical layer frame based on a value obtained by adding the
size of data transmittable by one symbol transmitting the
legacy physical layer frame to the value of the length
information and subtracting the remaining value. In a spe-
cific embodiment, the second wireless communication ter-
minal (S3203) may obtain the number of symbols transmit-
ting data of a non-legacy physical layer frame based on the
equation of FIG. 31.

Also, the second wireless communication terminal 3203
obtains a duration of a packet extension included in the
non-legacy physical layer frame based on a value obtained
by adding the size of data transmittable by one symbol
transmitting the legacy physical layer frame to the value of
the length information and subtracting the remaining value,
and the number of symbols transmitting the non-legacy
physical layer frame. Specifically, the second wireless com-
munication terminal 3203 may obtain the duration of the
packet extension included in the non-legacy physical layer
frame based on the equation of FIG. 31.

In addition, the second wireless communication terminal
3203 may obtain information other than the information
indicating the duration of the non-legacy physical layer
frame based on the remaining value and the modulation
method of the third symbol after the legacy signaling field.

Also, the second wireless communication terminal 3203
may obtain additional information through the repeated
legacy signaling field. At this time, the second wireless
communication terminal 3203 may obtain additional infor-
mation based on the legacy signaling field and the repeated
legacy signaling field. Specific operations of the second
wireless communication terminal 3203 may follow the
embodiment described with reference to FIGS. 15 to 22.

Although the present invention is described by using
wireless LAN communication as an example, it is not
limited thereto and may be applied to other communication
systems such as cellular communication. Additionally, while
the method, device, and system of the present invention are
described in relation to specific embodiments thereof, some
or all of the components or operations of the present
invention may be implemented using a computer system
having a general purpose hardware architecture.

The features, structures, and effects described in the above
embodiments are included in at least one embodiment of the
present invention and are not necessary limited to one
embodiment. Furthermore, features, structures, and effects
shown in each embodiment may be combined or modified in
other embodiments by those skilled in the art. Therefore, it
should be interpreted that contents relating to such combi-
nation and modification are included in the range of the
present invention.

While the present invention is described mainly based on
the above embodiments but is not limited thereto, it will be
understood by those skilled in the art that various changes
and modifications are made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the present invention. For example, each
component specifically shown in the embodiments may be
modified and implemented. It should be interpreted that
differences relating to such modifications and application are
included in the scope of the present invention defined in the
appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A wireless communication terminal that communicates
wirelessly, the terminal comprising:

a transceiver; and

a processor,

wherein the processor is configured to receive a non-

legacy physical layer frame by using the transceiver,
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obtain a legacy signaling field including information
decodable by a legacy wireless communication termi-
nal from the non-legacy physical layer frame,

obtain length information indicating information on a
duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame, from
the legacy signaling field,

obtain information other than information on the duration
of the non-legacy physical layer frame through a
remaining value obtained by dividing the length infor-
mation by a data size transmittable by a symbol of a
legacy physical layer frame, wherein the data size
transmittable by a symbol of the legacy physical layer
frame is 3 octets when a data rate of the legacy physical
layer frame is 6 Mbps, and

determine the number of symbols of data of the non-
legacy physical layer frame according to a following
equation,

Nsym =

L_LENGTH+m +3
{(f x4 - THE,PREAMBLE) / TSyMJ — bpE_Disambiguity

where | x| denotes a largest integer less than or equal to x,

L_LENGTH denotes the length information,

m denotes a value obtained by subtracting the remaining
value from the data size transmittable by a symbol of
the legacy physical layer frame,

ber pisambiguiry d€00tes a value of PE Disambiguity field,

Tee rrearmre denotes a duration of non-legacy preamble
of the non-legacy physical layer frame,

Tgyar denotes a duration of a symbol of the data of the
non-legacy physical layer frame, wherein the PE Dis-
ambiguity field is set based on the duration of a symbol
of the data of the non-legacy physical layer frame and
an increment of duration to set a value of the length
information based on a duration of a symbol of the
legacy physical layer frame.

2. The wireless communication terminal of claim 1,
wherein the processor is configured to obtain a duration of
a packet extension which is a padding of the non-legacy
physical layer frame, according to a following equation,

L_LENGTH+m +3
(f x4 - THE,PREAMBLE) = Nsym X Tsym

7 x4

Tpg =

where | x| denotes a largest integer less than or equal to x,

L_LENGTH denotes the length information,

m denotes the value obtained by subtracting the remaining
value from the data size transmittable by a symbol of
the legacy physical layer frame,

Trye rrearmre denotes the duration of non-legacy pre-
amble of the non-legacy physical layer frame,

Tgyar denotes the duration of a symbol of the data of the
non-legacy physical layer frame.

3. The wireless communication terminal of claim 1,
wherein the increment of duration is a value obtained by
multiplying a difference between a value obtained by per-
forming a ceiling operation on a value obtained by dividing
the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame after the
legacy signaling field by the duration of a symbol of the
legacy physical layer frame and the value obtained by
dividing the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame
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after the legacy signaling field by the duration of a symbol
of the legacy physical layer frame by the duration of a
symbol of the legacy physical layer frame.

4. The wireless communication terminal of claim 1,
wherein the processor is configured to determine a format of
a non-legacy signaling field included in the non-legacy
physical layer frame based on the length information.

5. The wireless communication terminal of claim 4,
wherein the processor is configured to determine whether
the non-legacy physical layer frame comprises a predeter-
mined signaling field based on the length information.

6. The wireless communication terminal of claim 1,
wherein the processor is configured to obtain the informa-
tion other than the information on the duration of the
non-legacy physical layer frame based on the remaining
value and a modulation method of a third symbol after the
legacy signaling field.

7. The wireless communication terminal of claim 6,
wherein the modulation method is Binary Phase Shift Key-
ing (BPSK) or Quadrature Binary Phase Shift Keying
(QBPSK).

8. An operation method of a wireless communication
terminal that communicates wirelessly, the method compris-
ing:

receiving a non-legacy physical layer frame by using the

transceiver,

obtaining a legacy signaling field including information

decodable by a legacy wireless communication termi-
nal from the non-legacy physical layer frame,
obtaining length information indicating information on a
duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame after a
legacy signaling field, from the legacy signaling field,

obtaining information other than the information on the
duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame through
a remaining value obtained by dividing the length
information by a data size transmittable by a symbol of
a legacy physical layer frame, wherein the data size
transmittable by a symbol of the legacy physical layer
frame is 3 octets when a data rate of the legacy physical
layer frame is 6 Mbps, and

determining the number of symbols of the data of the

non-legacy physical layer frame according to a follow-
ing equation,

Nsym =

L_TLENGTH+m +3
Mf x4 - THE,PREAMBLE) / TSyMJ — DPE_Disambiguity

where [x] denotes a largest integer less than or equal to x,

L_LENGTH denotes the length information,

m denotes a value obtained by subtracting the remaining
value from the data size transmittable by a symbol of
the legacy physical layer frame,

brx pisampiguin denotes a value of PE Disambiguity field,

Ty preamsre denotes a duration of non-legacy preamble
of the non-legacy physical layer frame,

Tgya, denotes a duration of a symbol of the data of the
non-legacy physical layer frame,

wherein the PE Disambiguity field is set based on the
duration of a symbol of the data of the non-legacy
physical layer frame and an increment of duration to set
a value of the length information based on a duration of
a symbol of legacy physical layer frame.
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9. The method of claim 8, the method further comprises
obtaining a duration of a packet extension which is a
padding of the non-legacy physical layer frame, according to
a following equation,

(LfLENGTH +m+3

3 x4 - THE,PREAMBLE) = Nsym X Tsym

4

Tpg = x4

where [x] denotes a largest integer less than or equal to x,

L_LENGTH denotes the length information,

m denotes the value obtained by subtracting the remaining
value from the data size transmittable by a symbol of
the legacy physical layer frame,

Ty preavmre denotes the duration of non-legacy pre-
amble of the non-legacy physical layer frame,

Tgyar denotes the duration of a symbol of the data of the
non-legacy physical layer frame.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein the increment of
duration is a value obtained by multiplying a difference
between a value obtained by performing a ceiling operation
on a value obtained by dividing the duration of the non-
legacy physical layer frame after the legacy signaling field
by the duration of a symbol of the legacy physical layer
frame and the value obtained by dividing the duration of the
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non-legacy physical layer frame after the legacy signaling
field by the duration of a symbol of the legacy physical layer
frame by the duration of a symbol of the legacy physical
layer frame.

11. The method of claim 8, the method further comprises

determining a format of a non-legacy signaling field

included in the non-legacy physical layer frame based
on the length information.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein determining the
format of a non-legacy signaling field included in the
non-legacy physical layer frame comprises

determining whether the non-legacy physical layer frame

comprises a predetermined signaling field based on the
length information.

13. The method of claim 8, wherein the obtaining the
information other than the information on the duration of the
non-legacy physical layer frame comprises

obtaining the information other than the information on

the duration of the non-legacy physical layer frame
based on the remaining value and a modulation method
of a third symbol after the legacy signaling field.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the modulation
method is Binary Phase Shift Keying (BPSK) or Quadrature
Binary Phase Shift Keying (QBPSK).
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