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Introduction

This introduction is not part of IEEE Std 802.11ac™-2013, IEEE Standard for Information technology—
Telecommunications and information exchange between systems—Local and metropolitan area networks—
Specific requirements—Part 11: Wireless LAN Medium Access Control (MAC) and Physical Layer (PHY)
Specifications—Amendment 4: Enhancements for Very High Throughput for Operation in Bands below 6 GHz.

The purpose of this amendment is to improve the IEEE 802.11 wireless local area network (WLAN) user
experience by providing significantly higher basic service set (BSS) throughput for existing WLAN
application areas and to enable new market segments for operation below 6 GHz including distribution of
multiple multimedia/data streams.

X Copyright © 2013 IEEE. All rights reserved.
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3. Definitions, acronyms and abbreviations

3.1 Definitions
Delete the following definition from 3.1 (note that the definition is inserted with changes into 3.2):

medium access control (MAC) management protocol data unit (MMPDU)

Insert the following definitions into 3.1 in alphabetic order:

aggregate medium access control (MAC) protocol data unit (A-MPDU) subframe: A portion of an A-
MPDU containing a delimiter and optionally containing an MPDU plus any necessary padding.

contiguous transmission: A transmission that uses only one frequency segment.

downlink multi-user multiple input, multiple output (DL-MU-MIMO): A technique by which an access
point (AP) with more than one antenna transmits a physical layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU) to
multiple receiving non-AP stations (STAs) over the same radio frequencies, wherein each non-AP STA
simultaneously receives one or more distinct space-time streams.

frequency segment: A contiguous block of spectrum used by a transmission.

multi-user multiple input, multiple output (MU-MIMO): A technique by which multiple stations

(STAs), each with one or more antennas, either simultaneously transmit to a single STA or simultaneously
receive from a single STA independent data streams over the same radio frequencies.

NOTE—IEEE 802.11 supports only downlink (DL) MU-MIMO. See DL-MU-MIMO.

multi-user (MU) physical layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU): A PPDU that carries one or more
PHY service data units (PSDUs) for one or more stations (STAs) using the downlink multi-user multiple
input, multiple output (DL-MU-MIMO) technique.

noncontiguous transmission: A transmission that uses nonadjacent frequency segments.

single-user (SU) physical layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU): A PPDU with a format that is capable
of carrying only a single PHY service data unit (PSDU), or no PSDU.

3.2 Definitions specific to IEEE 802.11

Change the following definitions in 3.2:

A
0
0

M%%&amm&spee&ai—m&sleéeﬁfwd—&%ﬁe%r%ﬁ%se%@—One of the following PPDUs:
a) A Clause 18 PPDU transmitted using the transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 18.
b) A Clause 19 orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) PPDU transmitted using the

transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 19.
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¢) A high-throughput (HT) PPDU with the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to
HT_CBW20 and the CH OFFSET parameter equal to CH OFF_20 transmitted using the 20 MHz
transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 20.

A very high throughput (VHT) PPDU with TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to
CBW20 transmitted using the 20 MHz transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 22.

e

e) A Clause 18 PPDU transmitted by a VHT STA using the transmit spectral mask defined in
Clause 22.

f) A HT PPDU with the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to HT CBW?20 and the
CH_OFFSET parameter equal to CH_OFF 20 transmitted by a VHT STA using the 20 MHz
transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 22.

20 MHz physical layer (PHY) eonvergeneeprocedure-(R-EP)-protocol data unit (PPDU): A Clause 16
PPDU, Clause 18 PPDU_(when using 20 MHz channel spacing), Clause 17 PPDU, Clause 19 orthogonal
frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) PPDU, er Clause 20 20 MHz high-throughput (HT) PPDU with
the TXVECTOR parameter CH_ BANDWIDTH equal to HT CBW20_or Clause 22 20 MHz very high
throughput (VHT) PPDU with the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to CBW20.

40 MHz mask physical layer (PHY) eenvergenee-proeeedure-PEEP)-protocol data unit (PPDU): One
of the following PPDUs:

1) aA 40 MHz high-throughput (HT) PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH_ BANDWIDTH equal
to HT _CBW40) transmitted using the 40 MHz transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 20.;

2) aA 40 MHz non-HT duplicate PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to
NON_HT CBW40)_transmitted by a non-very-high-throughput (non-VHT) STA using the
40 MHz transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 20.;-e+

3) A 40 MHz non-HT duplicate PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to
CBW40) transmitted by a very high throughput (VHT) STA using the 40 MHz transmit

spectral mask defined in Clause 22.

4) atClause20-A 20 MHz HT PPDU with the TXVECTOR parameter CH_ BANDWIDTH equal
to HT CBW20 and the CH_OFFSET parameter equal to ecither CH _OFF 20U or
CH_OFF _20L transmitted using the 40 MHz transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 20.

A 20 MHz VHT PPDU with the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to CBW20
transmitted using the 40 MHz transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 22.

A 40 MHz VHT PPDU with the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to CBW40
transmitted using the 40 MHz transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 22.

A 40 MHz HT PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to HT CBW40)
transmitted by a VHT STA using the 40 MHz transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 22.

A 20 MHz non-HT PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to CBW20)
transmitted using the 40 MHz transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 20.

A 20 MHz non-HT PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to CBW20)
transmitted by a VHT STA using the 40 MHz transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 22.

2

=

=

[

e

40 MHz physical layer (PHY) eonvergenee-proeedure-RE=ER)-protocol data unit (PPDU): A 40 MHz
high-throughput (HT) PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to HT CBW40), or a

40 MHz non-HT duplicate PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH_ BANDWIDTH equal to NON_HT CBW40
or TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to CBW40)-as-defined-in-Clause 20, or a 40 MHz very

high throughput (VHT) PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to CBW40).
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high-throughput (HT) null data packet (NDP) announcement: A physical layer (PHY) eenvergenee
precedure-{(PECP)-protocol data unit (PPDU) that contains one or more +HTC frames (i.e., frames with an

HT thigh-threughput)-Control field) that have the HT NDP Announcement subfield equal to 1.

modulation and coding scheme (MCS): A specification of the high-threughput-(HP)-physical layer (PHY)
parameters that consists of modulation order (e.g., BPSK, QPSK, 16-QAM, 64-QAM, and 256-QAM) and
forward error correction (FEC) coding rate (e.g., 1/2, 2/3, 3/4, 5/6)_and, depending on the context, the
number of space-time streams.

non-high-throughput (non-HT) duplicate: A transmission format of the physical layer (PHY) that
duplicates a 20 MHz non-HT transmission in two adjaeent-or more 20 MHz channels and allows a station
(STA) in a non-HT basic service set (BSS) on eitherehannelany one of the 20 MHz channels to receive the
transmission. A non-HT duplicate format is one of the following:

1) 40 MHz non-HT duplicate: A transmission format of the PHY that replicates a 20 MHz non-
HT transmission in two adjacent 20 MHz channels.
80 MHz non-HT duplicate: A transmission format of the PHY that replicates a 20 MHz non-
HT transmission in four adjacent 20 MHz channels.
160 MHz non-HT duplicate: A transmission format of the PHY that replicates a 20 MHz non-
HT transmission in eight adjacent 20 MHz channels.
80+80 MHz non-HT duplicate: A transmission format of the PHY that replicates a 20 MHz
non-HT transmission in two frequency segments of four adjacent 20 MHz channels where the
two frequency segments of channels are not adjacent.

[

|2

=

non-high-throughput (non-HT) duplicate physical layer (PHY) eenvergenee—proeedure—REER)
protocol data unit (PPDU): A PPDU transmitted by a Clause 20_or Clause 22 physteal-Hayer{PHY?} with
the TXVECTOR FORMAT parameter equal to NON_HT and the CH_ BANDWIDTH parameter equal to
NON_HT CBW40, CBW40, CBW80, CBW160, or CBW80+80.

non-high-throughput (non-HT) physical layer (PHY) eenvergenee—proeedure-PECEP)-protocol data
unit (PPDU): A Clause 20 or Clause 22 phystealHayer-PHY)-PPDU with the TXVECTOR FORMAT

parameter equal to NON_HT.

payload protected (PP) aggregate medium access control (MAC) service data unit (A-MSDU): An
A-MSDU that is protected with CTR with CBC-MAC Protocol (CCMP) or Galois Counter Mode Protocol
(GCMP) but does not include the A-MSDU Present field (bit 7 of the QoS Control field) in the construction
of the additional authentication data (AAD).

per-frame sequence counter: For Temporal Key Integrity Protocol (TKIP), the counter that is used as the
nonce in the derivation of the per-frame encryption key. For Counter mode with Cipher-block chaining
Message authentication code Protocol (CCMP) or Galois Counter Mode Protocol (GCMP), the per-frame
initialization vector (IV).

robust-security-network-association- (RSNA-) capable equipment: A device that contains a station
(STA) that is able to create RSNAs. Such a device might use pre-RSNAs because of configuration. Notice
that RSNA-capable does not imply full compliance with the RSNA Protocol Implementation Conformance
Statement (PICS). A legacy device that has been upgraded to support Temporal Key Integrity Protocol
(TKIP) might be RSNA-capable, but is not compliant with the PICS if it does not also support Counter mode
with Cipher-block chaining Message authentication code Protocol (CCMP)_ using CCMP-128.

secondary channel: A 20 MHz channel associated with a primary channel used by high-throughput (HT)
stations (STAs) for the purpose of creating a 40 MHz channel_or used by very high throughput (VHT)

stations (STAs) for the purpose of creating the primary 40 MHz channel.
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signaling and payload protected (SPP) aggregate medium access control (MAC) service data unit
(A-MSDU): An A-MSDU that is protected with CTR with CBC-MAC Protocol (CCMP) _or Galois Counter
Mode Protocol (GCMP) and that includes the A-MSDU Present field (bit 7 of the QoS Control field) in the
construction of the additional authentication data (AAD).

Insert the following definitions in 3.2 in alphabetic order:

80 MHz mask physical layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU): A PPDU that is transmitted using the
80 MHz transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 22 and that is one of the following:

a)  An 80 MHz very high throughput (VHT) PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal
to CBW80)

b) An 80MHz non-high-throughput (non-HT) duplicate PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter
CH_BANDWIDTH equal to CBW80)

¢) A 20MHz non-HT, high-throughput (HT), or VHT PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter
CH_BANDWIDTH equal to CBW20)

d) A 40 MHz non-HT duplicate, HT, or VHT PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH
equal to CBW40)

80 MHz physical layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU): A Clause 22 80 MHz very high throughput
(VHT) PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to CBW80) or a Clause 22 80 MHz non-
high-throughput (non-HT) duplicate PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to CBWS80).

160 MHz mask physical layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU): A PPDU that is transmitted using the
160 MHz transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 22 and that is one of the following:

a) A 160 MHz very high throughput (VHT) PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH set to
CBW160)

b) A 160 MHz non-high-throughput (non-HT) duplicate PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter
CH_BANDWIDTH equal to CBW160)

¢) A 20MHz non-HT, high-throughput (HT), or VHT PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter
CH_BANDWIDTH equal to CBW20)

d) A 40 MHz non-HT duplicate, HT, or VHT PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH
equal to CBW40)

e) An 80 MHznon-HT duplicate or VHT PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH_ BANDWIDTH equal to
CBW3S0)

160 MHz physical layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU): A Clause 22 160 MHz very high throughput
(VHT) PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to CBW160) or a Clause 22 160 MHz
non-high-throughput (non-HT) duplicate PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to
CBW160).

80+80 MHz mask physical layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU): A PPDU that is transmitted using the
80-+80 MHz transmit spectral mask defined in Clause 22 and that is one of the following:

a)  An 80+80 MHz very high throughput (VHT) PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH
set to CBW80+80)

b) An 80+80 MHz non-high-throughput (non-HT) duplicate PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter
CH_BANDWIDTH set to CBW80+80)

80+80 MHz physical layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU): A Clause 22 80+80 MHz very high
throughput (VHT) PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH equal to CBWS80+80) or a
Clause 22 80+80 MHz non-high-throughput (non-HT) duplicate PPDU (TXVECTOR parameter
CH_BANDWIDTH equal to CBW80+80).

Copyright © 2013 IEEE. All rights reserved. 5
35



IEEE
Std 802.11ac-2013 LOCAL AND METROPOLITAN AREA NETWORKS—AMENDMENT 4: ENHANCEMENTS

bandwidth signaling transmitter address (TA): A TA that is used by a very high throughput (VHT)
station (STA) to indicate the presence of additional signaling related to the bandwidth to be used in
subsequent transmission in an enhanced distributed channel access (EDCA) transmission opportunity
(TXOP). It is represented by the IEEE medium access control (MAC) individual address of the transmitting
VHT STA but with the Individual/Group bit set to 1.

basic service set (BSS) basic very high throughput (VHT) modulation and coding scheme (MCS) and
number of spatial streams (NSS) set (BSS basic VHT-MCS and NSS set): The set of MCS and NSS
tuples that are supported by all VHT stations (STAs) that are members of a VHT BSS.

beamforming steering matrix: A matrix that describes the mapping of space-time streams to transmit
antennas and for which the values have been determined using knowledge of the channel between
transmitter and receiver with the goal of improving reception at the receiver.

dynamic bandwidth operation: A feature of a very high throughput (VHT) station (STA) in which the
request-to-send/clear-to-send (RTS/CTS) exchange, using non-high-throughput (non-HT) duplicate physical
layer (PHY) protocol data units (PPDUs), negotiates a potentially reduced channel width (compared to the
channel width indicated by the RTS) for subsequent transmissions within the current transmission
opportunity (TXOP).

end-of-frame (EOF) pad: The 0 to 3 octets used to pad an aggregate medium access control (MAC)
protocol data unit (A-MPDU) to the last octet of the associated physical layer convergence procedure
(PLCP) service data unit (PSDU) when the A-MPDU is carried in a very high throughput (VHT) physical
layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU).

high-throughput (HT) beamformee: An HT station (STA) that receives an HT physical layer (PHY)
protocol data unit (PPDU) that was transmitted using a beamforming steering matrix and that supports an
HT transmit beamforming feedback mechanism as described in either 9.29.2 or 9.29.3.

high-throughput (HT) beamformer: An HT station (STA) that transmits an HT physical layer (PHY)
protocol data unit (PPDU) using a beamforming steering matrix.

medium access control (MAC) management protocol data unit (MMPDU): The unit of data exchanged
between two peer MAC entities, using services of the physical layer (PHY), to implement the MAC
management protocol. The MMPDU is transported in one or more management MPDUs. The MMPDU
might include a Mesh Control field or Management MIC element, but does not include a MAC header, an
frame check sequence (FCS), or any other security encapsulation overhead.

NOTE—The MMPDU occupies a position in the management plane similar to that of the MAC service data unit

(MSDU) in the data plane. The MMPDU can be fragmented (under certain circumstances) and in that case is carried in
multiple management MPDUs. This illustrates the similarity of the MMPDU to the MSDU.

multi-user (MU) beamformee: A non-access-point (non-AP) station (STA) that receives a physical layer
(PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU) that was transmitted using a multi-user beamforming steering matrix and
that supports the very high throughput (VHT) transmit beamforming feedback mechanism with a VHT null
data packet (NDP) Announcement frame that includes more than one STA Info field as described in 9.31.5.

multi-user (MU) beamformer: An access point (AP) station (STA) that transmits a physical layer (PHY)
protocol data unit (PPDU) using a multi-user beamforming steering matrix.

non-bandwidth signaling transmitter address (TA): An address in the TA field of an medium access
control (MAC) protocol data unit (MPDU) in which the Individual/Group bit has the value 0.

non-high-throughput (non-HT): A modifier meaning neither high-throughput (HT) nor very high
throughput (VHT).
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non-primary channel: In a 40 MHz, 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz very high throughput (VHT) basic
service set (BSS), any 20 MHz channel other than the primary 20 MHz channel.

physical layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU): The unit of data exchanged between two peer PHY
entities to provide the PHY data service. When the PHY is partitioned into physical layer convergence
protocol (PLCP) and physical medium dependent (PMD) sublayers, the format of the PPDU is defined by
the PLCP.

primary 20 MHz channel: In a 40 MHz, 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz very high throughput (VHT)
basic service set (BSS), the 20 MHz channel that is used to transmit 20 MHz physical layer (PHY) protocol
data units (PPDUs). In a VHT BSS, the primary 20 MHz channel is also the primary channel.

primary 40 MHz channel: In an 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz very high throughput (VHT) basic
service set (BSS), the 40 MHz channel that is used to transmit 40 MHz physical layer (PHY) protocol data
units (PPDUs).

primary 80 MHz channel: In a 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz very high throughput (VHT) basic service set
(BSS), the 80 MHz channel that is used to transmit 80 MHz physical layer (PHY) protocol data units
(PPDUs).

primary access category (AC): The access category (AC) associated with the enhanced distributed channel
access function (EDCAF) that gains channel access.

secondary 20 MHz channel: In a 40 MHz very high throughput (VHT) basic service set (BSS), the 20 MHz
channel adjacent to the primary 20 MHz channel that together form the 40 MHz channel of the 40 MHz
VHT BSS. In an 80 MHz VHT BSS, the 20 MHz channel adjacent to the primary 20 MHz channel that
together form the primary 40 MHz channel of the 80 MHz VHT BSS. In a 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz VHT
BSS, the 20 MHz channel adjacent to the primary 20 MHz channel that together form the primary 40 MHz
channel of the 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz VHT BSS. In a VHT BSS, the secondary 20 MHz channel is also
the secondary channel.

secondary 40 MHz channel: In an 80 MHz very high throughput (VHT) basic service set (BSS), the
40 MHz channel adjacent to the primary 40 MHz channel that together form the 80 MHz channel of the
80 MHz VHT BSS. In a 160 or 80+80 MHz VHT BSS, the 40 MHz channel adjacent to the primary 40 MHz
channel that together form the primary 80 MHz channel.

secondary 80 MHz channel: In a 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz very high throughput (VHT) basic service set
(BSS), the 80 MHz channel not including the primary 20 MHz channel, that together with the primary
80 MHz channel forms the 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz channel of the 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz VHT BSS.

secondary access category (AC): An access category (AC) that is not associated with the enhanced
distributed channel access function (EDCAF) that gains channel access.
NOTE—Traffic associated with a secondary AC can be included in a multi-user (MU) physical layer (PHY) protocol

data unit (MU PPDU) that includes traffic associated with the primary AC. There could be multiple secondary ACs at a
given time.

user: An individual or group of stations (STAs) identified by a single receive address (RA) in the context of
single-user multiple input, multiple output (SU-MIMO) or multi-user multiple input, multiple output
(MU-MIMO).

very high throughput (VHT) basic service set (BSS): A BSS in which a Beacon frame transmitted by a
VHT station (STA) includes the VHT Operation element.

Copyright © 2013 IEEE. All rights reserved. 7
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very high throughput (VHT) beamformee: A VHT station (STA) that receives a VHT physical layer
(PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU) that was transmitted using a beamforming steering matrix and that
supports the VHT transmit beamforming feedback mechanism as described in 9.31.5.

very high throughput (VHT) beamformer: A VHT station (STA) that transmits a VHT physical layer
(PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU) using a beamforming steering matrix.

very high throughput modulation and coding scheme (VHT-MCS): A specification of the VHT physical
layer (PHY) parameters that consists of modulation order (e.g., BPSK, QPSK, 16-QAM, 64-QAM, 256-
QAM) and forward error correction (FEC) coding rate (e.g., 1/2, 2/3, 3/4, 5/6) and that is used in a VHT
PHY protocol data unit (PPDU).

very high throughput (VHT) multi-user (MU) physical layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU): A
VHT PPDU with a format that is capable of carrying up to four PHY service data units (PSDUs) for up to
four users and is transmitted using the downlink multi-user multiple input, multiple output (DL-MU-MIMO)
technique.

very high throughput (VHT) physical layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU): A PPDU transmitted
with the TXVECTOR parameter FORMAT equal to VHT.

very high throughput (VHT) single medium access control (MAC) protocol data unit (VHT single
MPDU): An MPDU that is the only MPDU in an aggregate MPDU (A-MPDU) carried in a VHT physical
layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU) and that is carried in an A-MPDU subframe with the EOF subfield of
the MPDU delimiter field equal to 1.

very high throughput (VHT) single-user-only (SU-only) beamformee: A VHT beamformee that does not
receive VHT multi-user (MU) physical layer (PHY) protocol data units (PPDUs).

very high throughput (VHT) single-user-only (SU-only) beamformer: A VHT beamformer that does not
transmit VHT multi-user (MU) physical layer (PHY) protocol data units (PPDUs).

very high throughput (VHT) single-user (SU) physical layer (PHY) protocol data unit (PPDU): A VHT

PPDU transmitted with the TXVECTOR parameters FORMAT equal to VHT and GROUP_ID equal to 0 or
63.

3.3 Abbreviations and acronyms
Change the following abbreviation in 3.3:

PPDU PLCP protocol data unit.or PHY protocol data unit

Insert the following abbreviations into 3.3 in alphabetic order:

BW bandwidth

DL-MU-MIMO downlink multi-user multiple input, multiple output

EOF end-of-frame

GCMP Galois Counter Mode Protocol

GID group identifier

MU multi-user

MU-MIMO multi-user multiple input, multiple output

NSS number of spatial streams

STF Short Training field

8 Copyright © 2013 IEEE. All rights reserved.

38



IEEE
FOR VERY HIGH THROUGHPUT FOR OPERATION IN BANDS BELOW 6 GHz Std 802.11ac-2013

SuU single-user
SU-MIMO single-user multiple input, multiple output
VHT

very high throughput

Copyright © 2013 IEEE. All rights reserved.
39



IEEE
Std 802.11ac-2013 LOCAL AND METROPOLITAN AREA NETWORKS—AMENDMENT 4: ENHANCEMENTS

4. General description

4.3 Components of the IEEE 802.11 architecture
4.3.4 Distribution system (DS) concepts

4.3.4.3 Robust security network association (RSNA)
Change the first paragraph of 4.3.4.3 as follows:

An RSNA defines a number of security features in addition to wired equivalent privacy (WEP) and
IEEE 802.11 authentication. These features include the following:

— Enhanced authentication mechanisms for STAs
— Key management algorithms
— Cryptographic key establishment

— Enhanced data cryptographic encapsulation mechanisms, such as Counter mode with Cipher-block
chaining Message authentication code Protocol (CCMP), Galois Counter Mode Protocol (GCMP),
and, optionally, Temporal Key Integrity Protocol (TKIP).

— Fast basic service set (BSS) transition (FT) mechanism

— Enhanced cryptographic encapsulation mechanisms for robust management frames
Insert the following subclause, 4.3.10a, after 4.3.10:
4.3.10a Very high throughput (VHT) STA

This subclause summarizes the normative requirements for an IEEE 802.11 VHT STA stated elsewhere in
this standard.

The IEEE 802.11 VHT STA operates in frequency bands below 6 GHz excluding the 2.4 GHz band.

A VHT STA is an HT STA that, in addition to features supported as an HT STA, supports VHT features
identified in Clause 8, Clause 9, Clause 10, Clause 13, Clause 18, and Clause 22.

The main PHY features in a VHT STA that are not present in an HT STA are the following:
— Mandatory support for 40 MHz and 80 MHz channel widths
— Mandatory support for VHT single-user (SU) PPDUs
— Optional support for 160 MHz and 80+80 MHz channel widths
— Optional support for VHT sounding protocol to support beamforming
— Optional support for VHT multi-user (MU) PPDUs
— Optional support for VHT-MCSs 8 and 9

The main MAC features in a VHT STA that are not present in an HT STA are the following:
— Mandatory support for the A-MPDU padding of a VHT PPDU
— Mandatory support for VHT single MPDU

— Mandatory support for responding to a bandwidth indication (provided by the RXVECTOR
parameters CH BANDWIDTH IN NON HT and DYN BANDWIDTH IN NON HT) in a non-
HT and non-HT duplicate RTS frame

— Optional support for MPDUs of up to 11 454 octets
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— Optional support for A-MPDU pre-end-of-frame (pre-EOF) padding (see 9.12.2 (A-MPDU length
limit rules)) of up to 1 048 575 octets

— Optional support for VHT link adaptation

Most VHT features, among other benefits, increase the maximum throughput achievable between two VHT
STAs over that achievable using HT features alone. The VHT features are available to VHT STAs
associated with a VHT AP in a BSS. A subset of the VHT features is available for use between two VHT
STAs that are members of the same IBSS. Similarly, a subset of the VHT features is available for use
between two VHT STAs that have established mesh peering. A subset of the VHT features is available for
use between two VHT STAs that have established a TDLS link.

The support for VHT transmit beamforming sounding and VHT MU PPDUs in a VHT AP and more than
one VHT STA within a VHT BSS enables the optional use of downlink MU multiple input, multiple output
(DL-MU-MIMO). With DL-MU-MIMO the AP can create up to four A-MPDUs, each carrying MPDUs
destined for an associated MU-capable STA. The AP uses group identifiers (GIDs) to signal potential
recipient STAs. The AP transmits the A-MPDUs simultaneously in separate space-time streams such that
each recipient STA is able to demodulate the space-time streams carrying its A-MPDU. The simultaneous
transmission of A-MPDUs in a single VHT MU PPDU provides a means to increase aggregate throughput
over that achieved by sending the A-MPDUs in separate SU PPDUs.

The use of certain HT features, such as RIFS, is not permitted for STAs operating as VHT STAs.

4.5 Overview of the services

4.5.4 Access control and data confidentiality services

4.5.4.1 General

Change the last paragraph of 4.5.4.1 as follows:

An RSNA uses the IEEE 802.1X authentication service along with enhanced data cryptographic
encapsulation mechanisms, such as TKIP,-and CCMP, and GCMP to provide access control. The IEEE
802.11 station management entity (SME) provides key management via an exchange of IEEE 802.1X

EAPOL-Key frames. Data confidentiality and data integrity are provided by RSN key management together
with the enhanced data cryptographic encapsulation mechanisms.

4.5.4.7 Replay detection
Change 4.5.4.7 as follows:

The replay detection mechanism defines a means by which a STA that receives a data or protected Robust
Management frame from another STA can detect whether the received frame is an unauthorized
retransmission. This replay protection mechanism is provided for data frames for STAs that use enhanced
data cryptographic encapsulation mechanisms. The replay protection mechanism is also provided for robust
management frames for STAs that use CCMP, GCMP, and Broadcast/Multicast Integrity Protocol (BIP).

4.5.4.9 Robust management frame protection
Change the second and third paragraphs of 4.5.4.9 as follows:

Management frame protection protocols in an infrastructure BSS or IBSS apply to robust management
frames after RSNA PTK establishment for protection of individually addressed frames is completed and

Copyright © 2013 IEEE. Al rights reserved. 11
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after delivery of the IGTK to protect group addressed frames. Robust management frame protection is
implemented by CCMP, GCMP, BIP, and the SA Query procedure.

Management frame protection protocols in an MBSS apply to individually addressed frames after
establishment of the RSNA MTK, and to group addressed frames indicated as “Group Addressed Privacy”
in Table 8-38. Robust management frame protection is implemented bywith CCMP_and GCMP.

4.9 Reference model
4.9.1 General
Insert the following paragraph after the first paragraph of 4.9.1:

The description of the VHT PHY in Clause 22 is provided as one layer and is not separated into PLCP and
PMD sublayers.
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5. MAC service definition

5.1 Overview of MAC services
5.1.2 Security services
Change the first, second, and fifth paragraphs of 5.1.2 as follows:

Security services in IEEE Std 802.11 are provided by the authentication service and the CCMP, GCMP, and
BIP mechanisms. The scope of the security services provided is limited to station-to-station data and robust
management frame transmissions. When CCMP_or GCMP is used, the data confidentiality service is
provided for data frames and individually addressed robust management frames. For the purposes of this
standard, CCMP_and GCMP are-is viewed as a-logical services located within the MAC sublayer as shown
in the reference model, Figure 4-14 (in 4.9). Actual implementations of CCMP and GCMP are transparent to
the LLC and other layers above the MAC sublayer.

The security services provided by CCMP_and GCMP in IEEE Std 802.11 are as follows:
a) Data Confidentiality;
b)  Authentication; and

¢)  Access control in conjunction with layer management.
BIP provides message integrity and access control for group addressed robust management frames.

During the authentication exchange, both parties exchange authentication information as described in Clause
11 and Clause 12.

The MAC sublayer security services provided by CCMP, GCMP, and BIP rely on information from
nonlayer-2 management or system entities. Management entities communicate information to CCMP,
GCMP, and BIP through a set of MAC sublayer management entity (MLME) interfaces and MIB attributes;
in particular, the decision tree for CCMP, GCMP, and BIP defined in 11.8 is driven by MIB attributes.

5.2 MAC data service specification
5.2.2 MA-UNITDATA.request

5.2.2.2 Semantics of the service primitive
Change the fifth paragraph of 5.2.2.2 as follows:

The data parameter specifies the MSDU to be transmitted by the MAC sublayer entity. FerJEEE-Std-802115
tThe length of the MSDU shall be less than or equal to the value shown in Fable-8-0aTable 8-13c.

Copyright © 2013 IEEE. Al rights reserved. 13
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6. Layer management

6.1 Overview of management model
Insert the following paragraph after the third paragraph of 6.1:

The description of the VHT PHY in Clause 22 is provided as one layer and is not separated into PLCP and
PMD sublayers.

6.3 MLME SAP interface
6.3.3 Scan
6.3.3.3 MLME-SCAN.confirm

6.3.3.3.2 Semantics of the service primitive

Insert the following rows at the end of the untitled table describing BSSDescriptions in 6.3.3.3.2:
Name Type Valid range Description IBSS adoption
VHT Capabilities | As defined in As defined in The values from the VHT Do not adopt
frame format 8.4.2.160 Capabilities element. The

parameter is present if
dot11VHTOptionImplemented
is true and a VHT Capabilities
element was present in the
Probe Response or Beacon
frame from which the
BSSDescription was
determined. The parameter is
not present otherwise.

VHT Operation As defined in As defined in The values from the VHT Adopt
frame format 8.4.2.161 Operation element. The
parameter is present if
dot11VHTOptionImplemented
is true and a VHT Operation
element was present in the
Probe Response or Beacon
frame from which the
BSSDescription was
determined. The parameter is
not present otherwise.

6.3.4 Synchronize

6.3.4.2 MLME-JOIN.request

6.3.4.2.2 Semantics of the service primitive

Change the primitive parameter list in 6.3.4.2.2 as follows:

The primitive parameters are as follows:
MLME-JOIN.request(
SelectedBSS,
JoinFailureTimeout,
ProbeDelay,
OperationalRateSet,
HTOperationalMCSSet,
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Operational VHTMCS NSSSet,

VendorSpecificlnfo

)

Insert the following row before the VendorSpecificInfo row in the parameter table in 6.3.4.2.2:

Name Type Valid range Description
Operational VHTMCS | Set of <VHT-MCS, As defined in the Rx The set of VHT-MCS values for each
_NSSSet NSS> tuples, con- VHT-MCS Map and number of spatial streams that the STA
strained so that the Rx Highest Sup- desires to use for communication within the
MCS values are ported Long GI Data BSS. This set is a superset of the <VHT-
expressible using the Rate subfields in the MCS, NSS> tuples in the BSS basic VHT-
encoding described for | Supported VHT-MCS | MCS and NSS set (see 10.39.7).
the Supported VHT- and NSS Set field in
MCS and NSS Set 8.4.2.160.3 The parameter is present if
field in 8.4.2.160.3 dot11VHTOptionIlmplemented is true and
not present otherwise.
6.3.4.2.4 Effect of receipt
Insert the following paragraph at the end of 6.3.4.2.4:

If the MLME of a VHT STA receives an MLME-JOIN.request primitive with a SelectedBSS parameter
containing a BSSDescription with a Basic VHT-MCS and NSS Set field in the VHT Operation element that
contains any unsupported <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple, the MLME response in the resulting MLME-
JOIN.confirm primitive shall contain a ResultCode parameter that is not set to the value SUCCESS.

6.3.7 Associate

6.3.7.2 MLME-ASSOCIATE.request

6.3.7.2.2 Semantics of the service primitive

Change the primitive parameter list in 6.3.7.2.2 as follows:

The primitive parameters are as follows:
MLME-ASSOCIATE.request(

PeerSTAAddress,
AssociateFailureTimeout,
CapabilityInformation,
ListenInterval,
Supported Channels,
RSN,
QoSCapability,
Content of FT Authentication elements,
SupportedOperatingClasses,
HT Capabilities,
Extended Capabilities,
20/40 BSS Coexistence,
QoSTrafficCapability,
TIMBroadcastRequest,
EmergencyServices,
DMG Capabilities,
Multi-band local,
Multi-band peer,
MMS,
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VHT Capabilities,

VendorSpecificInfo
)

Insert the following row before the VendorSpecificlnfo row in the parameter table in 6.3.7.2.2:

Name Type Valid range Description
VHT Capabilities As defined in VHT As defined in Specifies the parameters in the VHT
Capabilities element 8.4.2.160 Capabilities element that are supported by

the STA. The parameter is present if
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true and
not present otherwise.

6.3.7.3 MLME-ASSOCIATE.confirm

6.3.7.3.2 Semantics of the service primitive

Change the primitive parameter list in 6.3.7.3.2 as follows:

The primitive parameters are as follows:
MLME-ASSOCIATE.confirm(

16

ResultCode,
CapabilityInformation,
AssociationlD,
SupportedRates,
EDCAParameterSet,
RCPIL.request,
RSNI.request,
RCPlL.response,
RSNI.response,
RMEnabledCapabilities,
Content of FT Authentication elements,
SupportedOperatingClasses,
HT Capabilities,
Extended Capabilities,
20/40 BSS Coexistence,
TimeoutInterval,
BSSMaxlIdlePeriod,
TIMBroadcastResponse,
QoSMapSet,
QMFPolicy,

DMG Capabilities,
Multi-band local,
Multi-band peer,

MMS,

VHT Capabilities,
VendorSpecificlnfo

)

Copyright © 2013 IEEE
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Insert the following row before the VendorSpecificlnfo row in the parameter table in 6.3.7.3.2:

Name Type Valid range Description
VHT Capabilities As defined in VHT As defined in Specifies the parameters in the VHT
Capabilities element 8.4.2.160 Capabilities element that are supported by

the AP. The parameter is present if
dot11VHTOptionIlmplemented is true and
the VHT Capabilities element is present in
the Association Response frame received
from the AP. The parameter is not present
otherwise.

6.3.7.4 MLME-ASSOCIATE.indication

6.3.7.4.2 Semantics of the service primitive

Change the primitive parameter list in 6.3.7.4.2 as follows:

The primitive parameters are as follows:
MLME-ASSOCIATE.indication(

Copyright © 2013 IEEE. All rights reserved.

PeerSTAAddress,
CapabilityInformation,
ListenInterval,

SSID,

SupportedRates,

RSN,

QoSCapability,

RCPI,

RSNI,
RMEnabledCapabilities,
Content of FT Authentication elements,
SupportedOperatingClasses,
DSERegisteredLocation,
HT Capabilities,
Extended Capabilities,
20/40 BSS Coexistence,
QoSTrafficCapability,
TIMBroadcastRequest,
EmergencyServices,
DMG Capabilities,
Multi-band local,
Multi-band peer,

MMS,

VHT Capabilities,
VendorSpecificInfo

)
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Insert the following row before the VendorSpecificlnfo row in the parameter table in 6.3.7.4.2:
Name Type Valid range Description
VHT Capabilities As defined in VHT As defined in Specifies the parameters in the VHT

Capabilities element 8.4.2.160 Capabilities element that are supported by
the STA. The parameter is present if
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true and
the VHT Capabilities element is present in
the Association Request frame received
from the STA. The parameter is not present

otherwise.

6.3.7.5 MLME-ASSOCIATE.response
6.3.7.5.2 Semantics of the service primitive
Change the primitive parameter list in 6.3.7.5.2 as follows:

The primitive parameters are as follows:
MLME-ASSOCIATE.response(

PeerSTAAddress,
ResultCode,
CapabilityInformation,
AssociationID,
EDCAParameterSet,
RCPI,
RSNI,
RMEnabledCapabilities,
Content of FT Authentication elements,
SupportedOperatingClasses,
DSERegisteredLocation,
HTCapabilities,
Extended Capabilities,
20/40 BSS Coexistence,
TimeoutInterval,
BSSMaxIdlePeriod,
TIMBroadcastResponse,
QoSMapSet,
QMFPolicy,
DMG Capabilities,
Multi-band local,
Multi-band peer,

MMS,
VHT Capabilities,
VendorSpecificInfo
)
Insert the following row before the VendorSpecificlnfo row in the parameter table in 6.3.7.5.2:
Name Type Valid range Description
VHT Capabilities As defined in VHT As defined in Specifies the parameters in the VHT
Capabilities element 8.4.2.160 Capabilities element that are supported by

the AP. The parameter is present if
dot11VHTOptionIlmplemented is true and
not present otherwise.

18

48

Copyright © 2013 IEEE. All rights reserved.




FOR VERY HIGH THROUGHPUT FOR OPERATION IN BANDS BELOW 6 GHz

6.3.8 Reassociate

6.3.8.2 MLME-REASSOCIATE.request

6.3.8.2.2 Semantics of the service primitive

Change the primitive parameter list in 6.3.8.2.2 as follows:

The primitive parameters are as follows:
MLME-REASSOCIATE.request(
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NewPCPorAPAddress,
ReassociateFailureTimeout,
CapabilityInformation,
ListenInterval,

Supported Channels,

RSN,

QoSCapability,

Content of FT Authentication elements,
SupportedOperatingClasses,
HT Capeabilities,

Extended Capabilities,
20/40 BSS Coexistence,
QoSTrafficCapability,
TIMBroadcastRequest,
FMSRequest,
DMSRequest,
EmergencyServices,

DMG Capabilities,
Multi-band local,
Multi-band peer,

MMS,

VHT Capabilities,
VendorSpecificInfo

)

Insert the following row before the VendorSpecificlnfo row in the parameter table in 6.3.8.2.2:

Name Type Valid range Description
VHT Capabilities As defined in VHT As defined in Specifies the parameters in the VHT
Capabilities element 8.4.2.160 Capabilities element that are supported by

the STA. The parameter is present if
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true and
not present otherwise.

6.3.8.3 MLME-REASSOCIATE.confirm

6.3.8.3.2 Semantics of the service primitive

Change the primitive parameter list in 6.3.8.3.2 as follows:

The primitive parameters are as follows:
MLME-REASSOCIATE.confirm(

ResultCode,

CapabilityInformation,

Copyright © 2013 IEEE. All rights reserved.
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AssociationID,
SupportedRates,
EDCAParameterSet,
RCPlL.request,
RSNI.request,
RCPlL.response,
RSNIL.response,

RMEnabledCapabilities,
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Content of FT Authentication elements,
SupportedOperatingClasses,

HT Capabilities,
Extended Capabilities,

20/40 BSS Coexistence,

TimeoutInterval,
BSSMaxIdlePeriod,

TIMBroadcastResponse,

FMSResponse,
DMSResponse,
QoSMapSet,
QMFPolicy,

DMG Capabilities,
Multi-band local,
Multi-band peer,
MMS,

VHT Capabilities,
VendorSpecificInfo

)

Insert the following row before the VendorSpecificlnfo row in the parameter table in 6.3.8.3.2:

Name Type Valid range Description
VHT Capabilities As defined in VHT As defined in Specifies the parameters in the VHT
Capabilities element 8.4.2.160 Capabilities element that are supported by

the AP. The parameter is present if
dot11VHTOptionIlmplemented is true and
the VHT Capabilities element is present in
the Reassociation Response frame received
from the AP. The parameter is not present
otherwise.

6.3.8.4 MLME-REASSOCIATE.indication

6.3.8.4.2 Semantics of the service primitive

Change the primitive parameter list in 6.3.8.4.2 as follows:

The primitive parameters are as follows:
MLME-REASSOCIATE.indication(

20

PeerSTAAddress,
CurrentAPAddress,
CapabilityInformation,
ListenInterval,

SSID,

SupportedRates,

RSN,

50
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Content of FT Authentication elements,
SupportedOperatingClasses,

DSERegisteredLocation,
HT Capabilities,
Extended Capabilities,
20/40 BSS Coexistence,
QoSTrafficCapability,
TIMBroadcastRequest,
FMSRequest,
DMSRequest,
EmergencyServices,
DMG Capabilities,
Multi-band local,
Multi-band peer,

MMS,

VHT Capabilities,
VendorSpecificInfo

)

Insert the following row before the VendorSpecificInfo row in the parameter table in 6.3.8.4.2:

Name Type Valid range Description
VHT Capabilities As defined in VHT As defined in Specifies the parameters in the VHT
Capabilities element 8.4.2.160 Capabilities element that are supported by

the STA. The parameter is present if
dot11VHTOptionIlmplemented is true and
the VHT Capabilities element is present in
the Reassociation Request frame received
from the STA. The parameter is not present
otherwise.

6.3.8.5 MLME-REASSOCIATE.response
6.3.8.5.2 Semantics of the service primitive
Change the primitive parameter list in 6.3.8.5.2 as follows:

The primitive parameters are as follows:
MLME-REASSOCIATE.response(

PeerSTAAddress,
ResultCode,
CapabilityInformation,
AssociationID,
EDCAParameterSet,
RCPI,
RSNI,
RMEnabledCapabilities,

Content of FT Authentication elements,
SupportedOperatingClasses,

DSERegisteredLocation,
HT Capabilities,
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Extended Capabilities,
20/40 BSS Coexistence,
TimeoutInterval,
BSSMaxlIdlePeriod,
TIMBroadcastResponse,
FMSResponse,
DMSResponse,
QoSMapSet,
QMFPolicy,

DMG Capabilities,
Multi-band local,
Multi-band peer,

MMS,

VHT Capabilities,
VendorSpecificInfo

)

Insert the following row before the VendorSpecificInfo row in the parameter table in 6.3.8.5.2:

Name Type Valid range Description
VHT Capabilities As defined in VHT As defined in Specifies the parameters in the VHT
Capabilities element 8.4.2.160 Capabilities element that are supported by

the AP. The parameter is present if
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true and
not present otherwise.

6.3.11 Start

6.3.11.2 MLME-START.request

6.3.11.2.2 Semantics of the service primitive

Change the primitive parameter list in 6.3.11.2.2 as follows:

The primitive parameters are as follows:
MLME-START.request(

SSID,
SSIDEncoding,
BSSType,
BeaconPeriod,
DTIMPeriod,
CF parameter set,
PHY parameter set,
IBSS parameter set,
ProbeDelay,
CapabilityInformation,
BSSBasicRateSet,
OperationalRateSet,
Country,
IBSS DFS Recovery Interval,
EDCAParameterSet,
DSERegisteredLocation,
HT Capabilities,
HT Operation,
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BSSMembershipSelectorSet,
BSSBasicMCSSet,
HTOperationalMCSSet,
Extended Capabilities,
20/40 BSS Coexistence,
Overlapping BSS Scan Parameters,
MultipleBSSID,
Interworkinglnfo,
AdvertismentProtocollnfo,
RoamingConsortiumInfo,
Mesh ID,

Mesh Configuration,
QMFPolicy,

DMG Capabilities,
Multi-band,

MMS,

DMG Operation,
Clustering Control,

CBAP Only,

PCP Association Ready,
VHT Capabilities,

VHT Operation,
VendorSpecificInfo

)

Insert the following rows before the VendorSpecificInfo row in the parameter table in 6.3.11.2.2:

Name Type Valid range Description
VHT Capabilities As defined in VHT As defined in Specifies the parameters in the VHT
Capabilities element 8.4.2.160 Capabilities element that are supported by

the STA. The parameter is present if
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true and
not present otherwise.

VHT Operation As defined in VHT As defined in Provides additional information for
Operation element 8.4.2.161 operating the VHT BSS. The parameter is
present if dot11 VHTOptionImplemented is
true and not present otherwise.

6.3.11.2.4 Effect of receipt
Insert the following paragraph before the last paragraph of 6.3.11.2.4:

If the MLME of a VHT STA receives an MLME-START.request primitive with a Basic VHT-MCS and
NSS Set field in the VHT Operation parameter containing any unsupported <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple, the
MLME response in the resulting MLME-START.confirm primitive shall contain a ResultCode parameter
that is not set to the value SUCCESS.
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6.3.19.1 MLME-SETKEYS.request

6.3.19.1.2 Semantics of the service primitive

LOCAL AND METROPOLITAN AREA NETWORKS—AMENDMENT 4: ENHANCEMENTS

Change the following row in the untitled table describing SetKeyDescriptors in 6.3.19.1.2 as follows:

Name Type

Valid range

Description

Key ID Integer

0-3 shall be used
with WEP, TKIP,
and-CCMP,_and
GCMP; 4-5 with
BIP; and 64095 are
reserved.

Key identifier

6.5 PLME SAP interface

6.5.4 PLME-CHARACTERISTICS.confirm

6.5.4.2 Semantics of the service primitive

Change 6.5.4.2 as follows (note that the entire untitled parameter table is not shown):

The primitive provides the following parameters:
PLME-CHARACTERISTICS.confirm(

24

aSlotTime,

aSIFSTime,
aSignalExtension,
aCCATime,
aCCAMidTime
aPHY-RX-START-Delay,
aRxTxTurnaroundTime,
aTxPLCPDelay,
aRxPLCPDelay,
aRxTxSwitchTime,
aTxRampOnTime,
aTxRampOffTime,
aTxRFDelay,
aRxRFDelay,
aAirPropagationTime,
aMACProcessingDelay,
aPreambleLength,
aRIFSTime,
aSymbolLength,
aSTFOneLength,
aSTFTwoLength,
aLTFOneLength,
aLTFTwoLength,
aPLCPHeaderLength,
aPLCPSigTwoLength,
aPLCPServiceLength,
aPLCPConvolutional TailLength,
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aMPDUDurationFactor,
aMPDUMaxLength,
aPSDUMaxLength,
aPPDUMaxTime,
alUSTime,
aDTT2UTTTime,
aCWmin,

aCWmax,
aMaxCSIMatricesReportDelay,
aMaxTODError,
aMaxTOAZError,
aTxPmdTxStartRFDelay,
aTxPmdTxStartRMS,

aTxPHYDelay,

aRxPHYDelay,
aTxPHYTxStartRFDelay,

aTxPHYTxStartRMS
)

The values assigned to the parameters is-are as specified in the PLME SAP interface specification contained

within each PHY subclass of this standard. JPhe—pa%&meter—aM—PDU—Dt&&&eﬂF&eEQHs—ﬁet—used—by—aﬂ%s

ﬁe{—used—by—a}l—lll#s—deﬁ-&ed—v&&thm—ﬂﬂs—se&&dﬂfd— Not all Darameters are used by all PHYs deﬁned w1th1n

this standard.

Name

Type

Description

aCCATime

integer

For Clause 14 through Clause 19 PHYs and Clause 21 PHYs, tFhe
maximum time (in microseconds) the CCA mechanism has available to
assess the medium within every time slot to determine whether the medium
is busy or idle. For Clause 20 and Clause 22 PHYs, the maximum time (in
microseconds) that the CCA mechanism has available to detect the start of

a valid IEEE 802.11 transmission within the primary channel and to assess
the energy on the medium within the primary, secondary, secondary40

(Clause 22 PHY only), and secondary80 (Clause 22 PHY only) channels
that fall inside the operating channel, in order to determine the values of the

STATE and channel-list parameters of the PHY-CCA.indication primitive.

aCCAMidTime

integer

For Clause 22 PHY's, the maximum time (in microseconds) the CCA
mechanism has available to assess the medium to determine whether an

IEEE 802.11 transmission is present on a non-primary channel.

aRxTxTurnaroundTime

integer

The maximum time (in microseconds) that the PHY requires to change
from receiving to transmitting the start of the first symbol.

When transmitting a non-VHT PPDU, the Fhe following equation is used
to derive aRxTxTurnaroundTime:

aTxPLCPDelay + aRxTxSwitchTime + aTxRampOnTime + aTxRFDelay.
When transmitting a VHT PPDU, the following equation is used to derive
aRxTxTurnaroundTime:

aTxPHYDelay + aRxTxSwitchTime + aTxRampOnTime.

aTxPLCPDelay

integer

Fhe-When transmitting a non-VHT PPDU, the nominal time (in
microseconds) that the PLCP uses to deliver a symbol from the MAC
interface to the transmit data path of the physical medium dependent
(PMD).

aRxPLCPDelay

integer

Fhe-When receiving a non-VHT PPDU, the nominal time (in
microseconds) that the PLCP uses to deliver the last bit of a received frame
from the PMD receive path to the MAC.
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Name Type Description
aRxTxSwitchTime integer Fhe-When transmitting a non-VHT PPDU, the nominal time (in

microseconds) that the PMD takes to switch from Receive to Transmit.

When transmitting a VHT PPDU, the nominal time (in microseconds) that

the PHY takes to switch from Receive to Transmit.

aTxRampOnTime integer Fhe-When transmitting a non-VHT PPDU, the maximum time (in
microseconds) that the PMD takes to turn the Transmitter on.

When transmitting a VHT PPDU, the maximum time (in microseconds)
that the PHY takes to turn the Transmitter on.

aTxRampOffTime integer Fhe-When transmitting a non-VHT PPDU, the nominal time (in
microseconds) that the PMD takes to turn the Transmit Power Amplifier
off.

When transmitting a VHT PPDU, the nominal time (in microseconds) that
the PHY takes to turn the Transmit Power Amplifier off.

aTxRFDelay integer Fhe-When transmitting a non-VHT PPDU, the nominal time (in
microseconds) between the issuance of a PMD_DATA .request primitive to
the PMD and the start of the corresponding symbol at the air interface. The
start of a symbol is defined to be 1/2 symbol period prior to the center of
the symbol for FH, or 1/2 chip period prior to the center of the first chip of
the symbol for DS, or 1/2 slot time prior to the center of the corresponding
slot for infrared (IR).

aRxRFDelay integer Fhe-When receiving a non-VHT PPDU, the nominal time (in
microseconds) between the end of a symbol at the air interface to the
issuance of a PMD_DATA .indication primitive to the PLCP. The end of a
symbol is defined to be 1/2 symbol period after the center of the symbol for
FH, or 1/2 chip period after the center of the last chip of the symbol for DS,
or 1/2 slot time after the center of the corresponding slot for IR.

aTxPmdTxStartRFDelay integer Fhe-When transmitting a non-VHT PPDU, the delay (in units of 0.5 ns)
between PMD_TXSTART.request being issued and the first frame energy
sent by the transmitting port, for the current channel.

aTxPmdTxStartRMS integer Fhe-When transmitting a non-VHT PPDU, the RMS time of departure error
(in units of 0.5 ns), where the time of departure error equals the difference
between TIME_OF_DEPARTURE and the time of departure measured by
a reference entity using a clock synchronized to the start time and mean
frequency of the local PHY entity’s clock.

aTxPHYDelay integer When transmitting a VHT PPDU, the nominal time (in microseconds) that
the PHY uses to deliver a symbol from the MAC interface to the air
interface.

aRxPHYDelay integer When receiving a VHT PPDU, the nominal time (in microseconds) that the

PHY uses to deliver the last bit of a received frame from the end of the last
OFDM symbol at the air interface to the MAC.

aTxPHY TxStartRFDelay integer When transmitting a VHT PPDU, the delay (in units of 0.5 ns) between
PMD_TXSTART.request being issued and the first frame energy sent by

the transmitting port, for the current channel.

aTxPHYTxStartRMS integer When transmitting a VHT PPDU, the RMS time of departure error (in units

of 0.5 ns), where the time of departure error equals the difference between
TIME_OF_DEPARTURE and the time of departure measured by a
reference entity using a clock synchronized to the start time and mean
frequency of the local PHY entity’s clock.

6.5.8 PLME-TXTIME.confirm
Change 6.5.8.1 and 6.5.8.2 as follows:
6.5.8.1 Function

This primitive indicates the time required to transmit the PPDU described in the corresponding PLME-
TXTIME.request.

When the TXVECTOR parameter FORMAT in the corresponding PLME-TXTIME.request primitive is
VHT, the primitive also provides the number of octets, per user, required to fill the PPDU.
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6.5.8.2 Semantics of the service primitive

This primitive provides the following parameters:
PLME-TXTIME.confirm(
TXTIME,
PSDU_LENGTH]]

)

The TXTIME represents the time, in microseconds, required to transmit the PPDU described in the
corresponding PLME-TXTIME .request primitive. If the calculated time includes a fractional microsecond, a
non-DMG STA rounds the TXTIME value up to the next higher integer. A DMG STA does not round the
TXTIME value up or down (see 21.12.3).

The PSDU_LENGTHY]] parameter is an array of size TXVECTOR parameter NUM_USERS. Each value in

the array indicates the number of octets required to fill the PPDU for the user represented by that array
index. The parameter is present only when the TXVECTOR FORMAT parameter is VHT.
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7. PHY service specification

7.1 Scope
Insert the following paragraph at the end of 7.1:

The description of the VHT PHY in Clause 22 is provided as one layer and is not separated into PLCP and
PMD sublayers.

7.2 PHY functions

Insert the following paragraph at the end of 7.2:

The description of the VHT PHY in Clause 22 is provided as one layer and is not separated into PLCP and
PMD sublayers.

7.3 Detailed PHY service specifications
7.3.2 Overview of the service
Insert the following paragraph at the end of 7.3.2:

The description of the VHT PHY in Clause 22 is provided as one layer and is not separated into PLCP and
PMD sublayers.

7.3.4 Basic service and options
7.3.4.5 Vector descriptions

Insert the following rows at the end of Table 7-4:

Table 7-4—Vector descriptions

Parameter Associate vector Value

GROUP_ID MANAGEMENT | PHYCONFIG_VECTOR Specifies membership status and STA
position for each of the group IDs as
described in 8.5.23.3

PARTIAL _AID LIST GIDO00 PHYCONFIG_VECTOR Includes the list of partial AIDs, of
which the STA is an intended
recipient, associated with group ID 0.
The settings of the PARTIAL AID are
specified in 9.17a).

PARTIAL _AID_LIST GID63 PHYCONFIG_VECTOR Includes the list of partial AIDs, of
which the STA is an intended
recipient, associated with group ID 63.
The settings of the PARTIAL AID are
specified in 9.17a).
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Table 7-4—Vector descriptions (continued)

Parameter Associate vector Value

LISTEN_TO_GIDO00 PHYCONFIG VECTOR When true, indicates to the PHY not to
filter out PPDUs with GROUP_ID
field equal to the value 0.

LISTEN _TO_GID63 PHYCONFIG_VECTOR When true, indicates to the PHY not to
filter out PPDUs with GROUP_ID
field equal to the value 63.

7.3.5 PHY-SAP detailed service specification

7.3.5.2 PHY-DATA request

7.3.5.2.2 Semantics of the service primitive

Change 7.3.5.2.2 as follows:

The primitive provides the following parameters:
PHY-DATA. request(

DATA,
USER_INDEX

)

The DATA parameter is an octet of value X'00' to X'FF'.

The USER_INDEX parameter (typically identified as u for a VHT STA; see NOTE 1 at the end of Table 22-
1) is present for a VHT MU PPDU and indicates the index of the user in the TXVECTOR to which the
accompanying DATA octet applies; otherwise, this parameter is not present.

7.3.5.3 PHY-DATA.indication
7.3.5.3.3 When generated
Change 7.3.5.3.3 as follows:

The PHY-DATA.indication primitive is generated by a receiving PHY entity to transfer the received octet of
data to the local MAC entity. Fre-For a non-VHT PPDU, the time between receipt of the last bit of the
provided octet from the WM and the receipt of this primitive by the MAC entity is the sum of aRxRFDelay
+ aRxPLCPDelay. For a VHT PPDU, the time between receipt of the last bit of the last provided octet from
the WM and the receipt of this primitive by the MAC entity is aRxPHYDelay.

7.3.5.6 PHY-TXSTART.confirm
7.3.5.6.3 When generated
Change 7.3.5.6.3 as follows:

This primitive is issued by the PHY to the MAC entity once all of the following conditions are met:
— The PHY has received a PHY-TXSTART.request primitive from the MAC entity.
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— TFhe-When transmitting a non-VHT PPDU, the PLCP has issued PMD.TXSTATUS.request primitive
if dotl IMgmtOptionTODActivated is true and the TXVECTOR parameter TIME OF
DEPARTURE REQUESTED in the PHY-TXSTART.request(TXVECTOR) primitive is true.

— The PHY is ready to begin accepting outgoing data octets from the MAC.
7.3.5.11 PHY-CCA.indication
7.3.5.11.2 Semantics of the service primitive

Change the fourth paragraph, and insert the new table (Table 7-5), one new paragraph, and two new
figures (Figure 7-1 and Figure 7-2) at the end of 7.3.5.11.2 as follows:

When STATE is IDLE or when, for the type of PHY in operation, CCA is determined by a single channel,
the channel-list parameter is absent. Otherwise, it carries a set indicating which channels are busy;

epresented-by-the-values{primary{primary;secondary;-and{seeondaryt. The channel-list parameter in
a PHY-CCA .indication primitive generated by a VHT STA contains at most a single element. Table 7-5
defines the members of this set.

Table 7-5—The channel-list parameter elements

channel-list element Meaning
rima For an HT STA that is not a VHT STA, indicates that the primary 20 MHz
channel is busy.

For a VHT STA, indicates that the primary 20 MHz channel is busy
according to the rules specified in 22.3.19.5.3.

secondary For an HT STA that is not a VHT STA, indicates that the secondary
channel is busy.

For a VHT STA., indicates that the secondary 20 MHz channel is busy
according to the rules specified in 22.3.19.5.4.

secondary40 Indicates that the secondary 40 MHz channel is busy according to the rules
specified in 22.3.19.5.4.

secondary80 Indicates that the secondary 80 MHz channel is busy according to the rules
specified in 22.3.19.5.4.

The relationship of the channel-list parameter elements to the 40 MHz, 80 MHz, and 160 MHz BSS
operating channel is illustrated by example in Figure 7-1. The relationship of the channel-list parameter
elements to the 80+80 MHz BSS operating channel is illustrated by example in Figure 7-2.
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Figure 7-1—The channel-list parameter element for 40 MHz, 80 MHz,
and 160 MHz channel width
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Figure 7-2—The channel-list parameter element for 80+80 MHz channel width

7.3.5.11.3 When generated
Change 7.3.5.11.3 as follows:

For Clause 14 through Clause 21 PHYs, tFhis primitive is generated within aCCATime of the occurrence of
a change in the status of the channel(s) from channel idle to channel busy or from channel busy to channel
idle_or when the elements of the channel-list parameter change: otherwise, this primitive is generated when
the status of the channel(s) changes from channel idle to channel busy or from channel busy to channel idle
or when the elements of the channel-list parameter change. This includes the period of time when the PHY is
receiving data. Refer to specific PHY clauses for details about CCA behavior for a given PHY.

NOTE—For the VHT PHY, the timing information is omitted here and is defined in 22.3.19.5.

If the STA is an HT STA but not a VHT STA and the operating channel width is 20 MHz, the PHY
maintains the channel busy indication until the period indicated by the LENGTH field has expired, where
the LENGTH field is

— In avalid SIG field if the format of the PPDU is NON_HT
— In a valid HT-SIG field if the format of the PPDU is HT MF or HT GF
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If the STA is an HT STA but not a VHT STA and the operating channel width is 40 MHz, the PHY

maintains the channel busy indication until the period indicated by the LENGTH field has expired, where
the LENGTH field is

— In avalid SIG field if the format of the PPDU is NON_HT and the PPDU is received in the primary
channel

— In avalid HT-SIG field if the format of the PPDU is HT MF or HT GF provided that the PPDU is
either a 20 MHz PPDU received in the primary channel or a 40 MHz PPDU

7.3.5.13 PHY-RXEND.indication
7.3.5.13.2 Semantics of the service primitive

Insert the following list item and note at the end of the list of error conditions after the second paragraph
of 7.3.5.13.2:

— Filtered. This value is used to indicate that during the reception of the PPDU, the PPDU was filtered
out due to a condition set in the PHYCONFIG_VECTOR.

NOTE—The filtered condition might occur in a VHT STA due to GROUP_ID or PARTIAL_ AID filtering in
the PHY layer.
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8. Frame formats
8.2 MAC frame formats
8.2.3 General frame format

Change Figure 8-1 as follows:

07959

Octets:
2 2 6 6 6 2 6 2 4 variable 4
Frame Duration Address Address Address Sequence Address QoS HT Frame FCS
Control /ID 1 2 3 Control 4 Control | Control Body
- |
MAC Header

Figure 8-1—MAC frame format

Change the second paragraph of 8.2.3 and delete the entire Table 8-0a (represented here by only its title)
as follows:

8.2.4 Frame fields
8.2.4.1 Frame Control field
8.2.4.1.3 Type and Subtype fields

Change Table 8-1 as follows:

Table 8-1—Valid type and subtype combinations

Phave | description | b7bobsbd- Subtype deseription
01 Control 0000-6+64+-0011 Reserved
01 Control 0100 Beamforming Report Poll
01 Control 0101 VHT NDP Announcement

8.2.4.1.8 More Data field

Insert the following paragraph after the sixth paragraph (“The More Data field is 1 in individually
addressed frames ...”) of 8.2.4.1.8:

The More Data field is set to 1 in individually addressed frames transmitted by a VHT AP to a VHT STA
when both support the TXOP power save feature (as determined from their VHT Capabilities elements) to
indicate that at least one additional buffered BU is present for the STA. See 10.2.1.19.
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8.2.4.1.10 Order field
Change the second bullet in the dashed list of the first paragraph of 8.2.4.1.10 as follows:

— TItissetto 1 in a QoS data or management frame transmitted with a value of HT GF-er, HT MF, or
VHT for the FORMAT parameter of the TXVECTOR to indicate that the frame contains an HT
Control field.

8.2.4.2 Duration/ID field
Change the fourth paragraph of 8.2.4.2 as follows:
The Duration/ID fields in the MAC headers of MPDUs in an A-MPDU all carry the same value. The

Duration/ID fields in the MAC headers of MPDUs in A-MPDUSs carried in the same VHT MU PPDU all
carry the same value.

8.2.4.3 Address fields
8.2.4.3.8 TA field
Change 8.2.4.3.8 as follows:

The TA field contains an IEEE MAC individual-address that identifies the STA that has transmitted, onto
the WM, the MPDU contained in the frame body field. If the Individual/Group bit is 0, then the TA field is

the individual address of the STA; otherwise, the TA field is a bandwidth signaling TA, indicating that the
frame carries additional information in the scrambling sequence (see 8.3.1.2, 9.7.6.6, and 9.7.10).—Fhe

8.2.4.5 QoS Control field
8.2.4.5.4 Ack Policy subfield

Change the first row in Table 8-6 as follows:

Table 8-6—Ack Policy subfield in QoS Control field of QoS data frames

Bits in QoS Control field

Meaning
Bit 5 Bit 6

0 0 Normal Ack or Implicit Block Ack Request.

In a frame that is a non-A-MPDU frame_or VHT single MPDU:

The addressed recipient returns an ACK or QoS +CF-Ack frame after a short
interframe space (SIFS) period, according to the procedures defined in 9.3.2.8 and
9.19.3.5. For a non-DMG STA, this is the only permissible value for the Ack Policy
subfield for individually addressed QoS Null (no data) frames.

Iraframe-thatispartefan A-MPDUYOtherwise:

The addressed recipient returns a BlockAck MPDU, either individually or as part of
an A-MPDU starting a SIFS after the PPDU carrying the frame, according to the
procedures defined in 9.3.2.9,9.21.7.5,9.21.8.3, 9.25.3, 9.25.4, and 9.29.3.
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Change 8.2.4.6, including inserting new text, one new figure (Figure 8-5a), and two new subclause titles
and moving two existing tables (without renumbering at this time), as follows:

8.2.4.6 HT Control field
8.2.4.6.1 General

The HT Control field is always present in a Control Wrapper frame and is present in QoS Data and
management frames as determined by the Order bit of the Frame Control field as defined in 8.2.4.1.10.

NOTE—The only Control frame subtype for which HT Control field is present is the Control Wrapper frame. A control

frame that is described as +HTC (e.g., RTS+HTC, CTS+HTC, BlockAck+HTC or BlockAckReq+HTC) implies the use
of the Control Wrapper frame to carry that control frame.

The format of the 4-octet HT Control field is shown in Figure 8-5.

Bo6B4S Bi6-B+7 B18-B49 B20-824 B22823 B24 B25B28 B29 B36 B34
: Galibration Galibration GSH AG-
Adaptation Positi s Reserved s H w Reserved BE} c : Meore-
Bits: 16 2 2 2 2 e 4 4 4 4
BO B1 29 B30 B31
. AC RDG/More
VHT HT Control Middle Constraint PPDU
Bits 1 29 1 1

Figure 8-5—HT Control field

The HT Control field has two forms, the HT variant and the VHT variant. The two forms differ in the format
of the HT Control Middle subfield, described in 8.2.4.6.2 for the HT variant and in 8.2.4.6.3 for the VHT
variant and in the value of the VHT subfield.

The VHT subfield of the HT Control field indicates whether the HT Control Middle subfield is the VHT
Variant or the HT Variant. The VHT subfield is set to 1 to indicate that the HT Control Middle subfield is
the VHT Variant and is set to 0 to indicate that the HT Control Middle subfield is the HT Variant.

The AC Constraint subfield of the HT Control field indicates whether the mapped AC of an RD data frame
is constrained to a single AC, as defined in Table 8-12.

Table 8-12 remains unchanged.

The RDG/More PPDU subfield of the HT Control field is interpreted differently depending on whether it is
transmitted by an RD initiator or an RD responder, as defined in Table 8-13.

Table 8-13 remains unchanged.
8.2.4.6.2 HT variant

The format of the HT Control Middle subfield of the HT variant HT Control field is shown in Figure 8-5a.
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B1 B15 B16 B17 B18 B19 B20 B21 B22B23 B24 B25 B28 B29
Link . . . . HT NDP
= Calibration | Calibration Csl/ o —
A—p—%aortf[arg?n Position Sequence Reserved Steerin A_nrr%c;unr:ce Reserved DEI
its: 15 2 2 2 2 1 4 1

Figure 8-5a—HT Control Middle subfield of the HT variant HT Control field

The format of the Link Adaptation Control subfield of the HT variant HT Control field is defined in
Figure 8-6.

BO B1 B2 B5 B6 B8 B9 B15
Reserved TRQ MAI MFSI MFB/ASELC
Bits: 4+ 1 4 3 7

Figure 8-6—Link Adaptation Control subfield

The text from “The subfields of the Link Adaptation Control subfield ... is shown in Table 8-9.”
(including Table 8-7, Table 8-8, Figure 8-7, and Figure 8-8) remains unchanged.

Change the note in Table 8-9 as follows (note that the body of the table is omitted here):

Table 8-9—ASEL Command and ASEL Data subfields

Interpretation of ASEL

ASEL C d
omman Command

ASEL Data

NOTE—If the HT variant HT Control field is carried in a sounding PPDU, then the value of the ASEL
Data field contains the remaining number of sounding frames following the current one. If null data packet
(NDP) sounding frame is used, then the value in the ASEL Data field contains the number of NDPs
following a non-NDP+HTC. The HT NDP Announcement subfield in the HT Control field is set to 1 to
indicate NDP sounding.

The Calibration Position and Calibration Sequence subfields of the HT variant HT Control field are defined
in Table 8-10.

The Calibration Sequence subfield identifies an instance of the calibration procedure. The subfield is
included in each frame within a calibration procedure, and its value is unchanged for frames within the same
calibration procedure.

Table 8-10 remains unchanged.

The CSI/Steering subfield of the HT variant HT Control field indicates the type of feedback, as shown in
Table 8-11.

Table 8-11 remains unchanged.
The HT NDP Announcement subfield of the HT variant HT Control field indicates that an NDP will be

transmitted after the frame (according to the rules described in 9.31). It is set to 1 to indicate that an NDP
will follow; otherwise, it is set to 0.
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The DEI subfield is 1 bit in length and is set by the transmitting STA to indicate the suitability of the
corresponding MSDU or A-MSDU to be discarded if there are insufficient resources at the receiving STA. If
there are insufficient resources, a STA that receives an MPDU whose DEI subfield is equal to 1 carrying all
or part of an MSDU or A-MSDU should discard the MSDU or any MSDUs contained within the A-MSDU
in preference to MSDUs carried in MPDUs whose DEI subfield is equal to 0. See 10.26.2. In an MMPDU,
the DEI subfield is reserved. The mechanisms for determining whether the resources are insufficient or
when to discard MSDUs or A-MSDUs are beyond the scope of this standard.

Insert the following subclause, 8.2.4.6.3 (including Figure 8-8a, Figure 8-8b, Figure 8-8c, Table 8-13a,
and Table 8-13b), after 8.2.4.6.2:

8.2.4.6.3 VHT variant

The format of the HT Control Middle subfield of the VHT variant HT Control field is shown in Figure 8-8a.

B1 B2 B3B5 B6B8 B9B23 B24B26 B27 B28 B29

MSI/ MESI/ Coding FB Tx Unsolicited
Reserved | MRQ | s7ec | GID-L MFB GID-H Type Type MFB

Bits: 1 1 3 3 15 3 1 1 1
Figure 8-8a—HT Control Middle subfield of the VHT variant HT Control field

The subfields of VHT variant HT Control field are defined in Table 8-13a.

Table 8-13a—VHT variant HT Control field subfields

Subfield Meaning Definition
MRQ VHT-MCS Set to 1 to request VHT-MCS feedback (solicited MFB); otherwise,
feedback request setto 0.
MSI/STBC MRQ sequence If the Unsolicited MFB subfield is 0 and the MRQ subfield is 1, the
identifier/STBC MSI/STBC subfield contains a sequence number in the range 0 to 6
indication that identifies the specific MCS feedback request.

If the Unsolicited MFB subfield is 0 and the MRQ subfield is 0, the
MSI/STBC subfield is reserved.

If the Unsolicited MFB subfield is 1 and the MFB does not contain the
value representing “no feedback is present,” the MSI/STBC field
contains the Compressed MSI and STBC Indication subfields as
shown in Figure 8-8b.

The STBC Indication subfield indicates whether the estimate in the
MFB subfield is computed based on a PPDU using STBC encoding:
Set to 0 if the PPDU was not STBC encoded
Set to 1 if the PPDU was STBC encoded

The Compressed MSI subfield contains a sequence number that
identifies the specific MCS feedback request. It is in the range 0 to 3 if
STBC Indication equals 0 or in the range 0 to 2 if STBC Indication
equals 1.

Otherwise, the MSI/STBC subfield is reserved.
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Table 8-13a—VHT variant HT Control field subfields (continued)

Subfield

Meaning

Definition

MFSI/GID-L

MFB sequence
identifier/LSBs of
group ID

If the Unsolicited MFB subfield is 0, the MFSI/GID-L subfield
contains the received value of MSI contained in the frame to which the
MFB information refers.

If the Unsolicited MFB subfield is 1, the MFB does not contain the
value representing “no feedback is present,” and the MFB is estimated
from a VHT MU PPDU, then the MFSI/GID-L subfield contains the
lowest 3 bits of group ID of that PPDU from which the MFB was
estimated (bit 0 of the group ID appears in the lowest numbered bit of
the field MFSI/GID-L). If the unsolicited MFB is estimated from an
SU PPDU, the MFSI/GID-L subfield is set to all ones.

Otherwise, this subfield is reserved.

MFB

NUM_STS, VHT-
MCS, BW and
SNR feedback

MFB subfield is interpreted as defined in Table 8-13b. This subfield
contains the recommended MFB. The combination of VHT-MCS=15
and NUM_STS=7 indicates that no feedback is present.

GID-H

MSBs of group ID

If the Unsolicited MFB subfield is 1, the MFB does not contain the
value representing “no feedback is present,” and the unsolicited MFB
is estimated from a VHT MU PPDU, then the GID-H subfield contains
the highest 3 bits of group ID of the PPDU from which the unsolicited
MFB was estimated (bit 3 of the group ID appears in the lowest
numbered bit of the field GID-H). If the unsolicited MFB is estimated
from an SU PPDU, the GID-H subfield is set to all ones.

Otherwise, this subfield is reserved.

Coding Type

Coding type of the
measured PPDU

If the Unsolicited MFB subfield is 1 and the MFB does not contain the
value representing “no feedback is present,” the Coding Type subfield
contains the Coding information (0 for BCC and 1 for LDPC) of the
PPDU from which the unsolicited MFB was estimated.

Otherwise, this subfield is reserved.

FB Tx Type

Transmission type
of the measured
PPDU

If the Unsolicited MFB subfield is 1, the MFB does not contain the
value representing “no feedback is present,” and FB Tx Type subfield
is 0, then the unsolicited MFB is estimated from a VHT PPDU with
RXVECTOR parameter BEAMFORMED equal to 0.

If the Unsolicited MFB subfield is 1, the MFB does not contain the
value representing “no feedback is present,” and the FB Tx Type
subfield is 1, then the unsolicited MFB is estimated from a VHT
PPDU with RXVECTOR parameter BEAMFORMED equal to 1.

Otherwise, this subfield is reserved.

Unsolicited MFB

Unsolicited VHT-
MCS feedback
indicator

Set to 1 if the MFB is not a response to an MRQ.
Set to 0 if the MFB is a response to an MRQ.
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The format of the MSI/STBC subfield when the Unsolicited subfield is 1 is shown in Figure 8-8b.

B3 B4 B5

Compressed MSI STBC Indication

Bits: 2 1

Figure 8-8b—MSI/STBC subfield when the Unsolicited MFB subfield is 1

The format of the MFB subfield in the VHT variant HT Control field is shown in Figure 8-8c.

B9 B11 B12 B15 B16 B17 B18 B23

NUM_STS VHT-MCS BW SNR

Bits: 3 4 2 6

Figure 8-8c—MFB subfield in the VHT variant HT Control field

The subfields of the MFB subfield in the VHT variant HT Control field are defined in Table 8-13b.

Table 8-13b—MFB subfield in the VHT variant HT Control field

Subfield Meaning Definition
NUM_STS Recommended Indicates the recommended NUM_STS as defined in 9.28.3.
NUM_STS

The NUM_STS subfield contains an unsigned integer representing the
number of space-time streams minus 1.

VHT-MCS Recommended Indicates the recommended VHT-MCS as defined in 9.28.3.

VHT-MCS The VHT-MCS subfield contains an unsigned integer in the range 0 to 9

representing a VHT-MCS Index value (defined in 22.5).

BW Bandwidth ofthe | If the Unsolicited MFB subfield is 1, the BW subfield indicates the
recommended bandwidth for which the recommended VHT-MCS is intended, as
VHT-MCS defined in 9.28.3:

Set to 0 for 20 MHz
Set to 1 for 40 MHz
Set to 2 for 80 MHz
Set to 3 for 160 MHz and 80+80 MHz.
If the Unsolicited MFB subfield is 0, the BW subfield is reserved.

SNR Average SNR Indicates the average SNR, which is an SNR averaged over data
subcarriers and space-time streams.

The SNR is averaged over all the space-time streams and data
subcarriers and is encoded as a 6-bit twos complement number of

SNR average — 22, where SNR_average is the sum of the values of
SNR per frequency tone (in decibels) per space-time stream divided by
the product of the number of space-time streams, as indicated in the
NUM_STS subfield, and the number of frequency tones represented in
the bandwidth in which the MFB was estimated. This encoding covers
the SNR range from -10 dB to 53 dB in 1 dB steps.
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8.2.4.7 Frame Body field
8.2.4.7.1 General
Change 8.2.4.7.1, including inserting a new table (Table 8-13¢), as follows:

The Frame Body is a variable-length field that contains information specific to individual frame types and
subtypes. The minimum length of the frame body is 0 octets. The maximum length of the frame body is

defined - bv a i 1a h NA D - hao langth - NMach antro ald definad 2 4

— The maximum MMPDU, MSDU, A-MSDU, and MPDU sizes supported by the recipient(s) for the
PPDU format in use, as specified in Table 8-13¢

— The maximum PPDU duration (e.g., HT MF L-SIG L LENGTH, HT GF, VHT, or DMG

aPPDUMaxTime (see Table 8-13¢); any nonzero TXOP Limit; any regulatory constraints (e.g.
CS4-msBehavior))

The fields present in the MAC header (e.g.. QoS Control, Address 4. HT Control)
The presence of security encapsulation (e.g.. TKIP, CCMP or GCMP Header and MIC)
The presence of Mesh Control fields (see 8.2.4.7.2)

NOTE 1—In an A-MSDU, the Mesh Control field is located in the A-MSDU Subframe Header (see Figure 8-33). In an
MMPDU, the Mesh Control field is located within the MMPDU (see 8.5.18). Such Mesh Control fields need to be taken
into account if a maximum A-MSDU or MMPDU size constraint applies as well as if a maximum MPDU size constraint
applies.

NOTE 2—TKIP is not allowed with A-MSDUs (see 11.1.6) or MMPDUs (see 11.4.4.1) and, therefore, need not be
taken into account if a maximum A-MSDU or MMPDU size constraint applies.

Table 8-13c—Maximum data unit sizes (in octets) and
durations (in microseconds)

Non-HT non-VHT
non-DMG PPDU HT PPDU VHT PPDU DMG PPDU
and non-HT
duplicate PPDU
MMPDU size 2304 2304 See NOTE 1 2304
MSDU size 2304 2304 2304 7920
A-MSDU size 3839 or 4065 (see 3839 or 7935 (see See NOTE 3 7935
NOTE 2) or 7935 also Table 8-124)
(HT STA, see also
Table 8-124) or
N/A (non-HT STA,
see also 9.11)
MPDU size See NOTE 4 See NOTE 5 3895 or 7991 or See NOTE 5
11 454 (see also
Table 8-183v)
PSDU size (see | 2'3-1(Clause 16, see 2161 4 692 480 (~22%16) 2181
NOTE 7) Table 16-2) (see Table 20-25) (see Table 22-29) (see Table 21-17)
212 (others, see
Table 17-5, Table 18-
7, Table 19-8)
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Table 8-13c—Maximum data unit sizes (in octets) and
durations (in microseconds) (continued)

Non-HT non-VHT
-DMG PPD
non-DMG PPDU HT PPDU VHT PPDU DMG PPDU
and non-HT
duplicate PPDU
PPDU duration See NOTE 6 5484 (HT _MF; see 5484 2000
(see NOTE 7) 9.23.4) or 10 000 (see Table 22-29) (see Table 21-31)
(HT _GF; see
Table 20-25)

NOTE 1—No direct constraint on the maximum MMPDU size; indirectly constrained by the maximum MPDU size
(see 8.3.3.1).

NOTE 2—Indirect constraint from the maximum PSDU size: 2'2-1 octets minus the minimum QoS Data MPDU
overhead (26 octets for the MAC header and 4 octets for the FCS).

NOTE 3—No direct constraint on the maximum A-MSDU size; indirectly constrained by the maximum MPDU size.

NOTE 4—No direct constraint on the maximum MPDU size; indirectly constrained by the maximum MSDU/
MMPDU or (for HT STAs only) A-MSDU size.

NOTE 5—No direct constraint on the maximum MPDU size; indirectly constrained by the maximum A-MSDU size.

NOTE 6—No direct constraint on the maximum duration, but an L LENGTH value above 2332 might not be
supported by some receivers (see last NOTE in 9.23.4).

NOTE 7—The values for maximum PSDU size and maximum PPDU duration are informative only. References to the
normative requirements are provided.

8.2.5 Duration/ID field (QoS STA)

8.2.5.1 General

Change the third paragraph of 8.2.5.1 as follows:

All times are calculated in microseconds. If a calculated duration includes a fractional microsecond, that

value inserted in the Duration/ID field is rounded up to the next higher integer. If a calculated duration
results in a negative value, the value of the Duration/ID field is 0.

8.2.5.2 Setting for single and multiple protection under enhanced distributed channel
access (EDCA)

Change the first paragraph of 8.2.5.2 as follows:

Within a frame (excluding data frames containing QoS CF-Poll, PSMP frames, and frames that have the
RDG/More PPDU subfield equal to 1) transmitted under EDCA by a STA that initiates a TXOP, there are
two classes of duration settings: single protection and multiple protection. In single protection, the value of
the Duration/ID field of the frame can set a NAV value at receiving STAs that protects up to the end of any
following data, management, or response frame plus any additional overhead frames as described below. In
multiple protection, the value of the Duration/ID field of the frame can set a NAV that protects up to the
estimated end of a sequence of multiple frames. Frames that have the RDG/More PPDU subfield equal to 1
always use multiple protection. PSMP frames always use multiple protection. The STA selects between
single and multiple protection when it transmits the first frame of a TXOP. All subsequent frames
transmitted by the STA in the same TXOP use the same class of duration settings. VHT NDP

Announcement frames and Beamforming Report Poll frames always use multiple protection settings.
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Change item b)2) in the ordered list of the second paragraph of 8.2.5.2 as follows:

b)  Multiple protection settings. The Duration/ID field is set to a value D as follows:

;)_ Else if TTXOP =0and TVNDiNAV> 0, then D = max(0, T”NDﬁNA V_—TPPDUz

Change the following descriptions in the variable list in item b) of the second paragraph of 8.2.5.2:

TgnGLe-mspu 1S the estimated time required for the transmission of the allowed frame
exchange sequence defined in 84-2349.19.2.2 (for a TXOP limit value of 0),
including applicable IFS durations

TpeNDING is the estimated time required for the transmission of
— Pending MPDUs of the same AC
— Any associated immediate response frames
— Any HT NDP, VHT NDP, or Beamforming Report Poll frame
transmissions and explicit feedback response frames
— Applicable IFS durations
— Any RDG

Insert the following paragraph at the end of 8.2.5.2:

The estimated time required for transmission of a VHT Compressed Beamforming frame response is
determined by assuming the following:
— All feedback segments (as defined in 9.31.5.3) are transmitted, even if a Beamforming Report Poll
frame is used and not all the bits in the included Feedback Segment Retransmission Bitmap field are
equal to 1.
— The subfield values of the VHT MIMO Control field are as follows:
— The Feedback Type, Nr Index, and Channel Width fields are as specified in 9.31.5.
— The Nc Index field is as specified in 9.31.5 if the Feedback Type field is MU, or to the greatest
value allowed by 9.31.5 if the Feedback Type field is SU.
— The Grouping field indicates no grouping.
— The Codebook Information field has the value 1.

NOTE—If a TXOP includes the transmission of a VHT Compressed Beamforming frame by the TXOP responder, the
TXOP holder can, if the duration estimates prove excessive, indicate truncation of the TXOP by using a CF-End frame,
provided that the remaining duration of the TXOP after the transmission of the last frame can accommodate the CF-End
frame (see 9.19.2.7).

8.3 Format of individual frame types

8.3.1 Control frames

8.3.1.2 RTS frame format

Change the third paragraph of 8.3.1.2 as follows:

The TA field value is the address of the STA transmitting the RTS frame_or a bandwidth signaling TA. In an

RTS frame transmitted by a VHT STA in a non-HT or non-HT duplicate format and where the scrambling
sequence  carries the =~ TXVECTOR  parameters CH BANDWIDTH IN NON HT  and

DYN BANDWIDTH IN NON HT (see 9.3.2.5a), the TA field value is a bandwidth signaling TA.
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8.3.1.3 CTS frame format
Change the second paragraph of 8.3.1.3 as follows:

When the CTS frame foeHews-is a response to an RTS frame, the value of the RA field of the CTS frame is
the address eepied-from the TA field of the immediatelypreviens RTS frame te-whieh-the-CTS-is-arespense

with the Individual/Group bit forced to the value 0. When the CTS is the first frame in a frame exchange, the
RA field is set to the MAC address of the transmitter.

8.3.1.4 ACK frame format
Change the second paragraph of 8.3.1.4 as follows:

The value of the RA field of the ACK frame is eepted-the non-bandwidth signaling TA from the Address 2
field of the immediately previous individually addressed data, management, BlockAckReq, BlockAck, or
PS-Poll frames.

8.3.1.5 PS-Poll frame format
Change the second paragraph of 8.3.1.5 as follows:

The BSSID is the address of the STA contained in the AP. The TA field value is the address of the STA

transmitting the frame_or a bandwidth signaling TA. In a PS-Poll frame transmitted by a VHT STA in a non-
HT or non-HT duplicate format and where the scrambling sequence carries the TXVECTOR parameter

CH BANDWIDTH IN_NON_HT, the TA field value is a bandwidth signaling TA. The AID is the value
assigned to the STA transmitting the frame by the AP in the association response frame that established that
STA’s current association.

8.3.1.6 CF-End frame format

Change the fifth paragraph of 8.3.1.6 as follows:

When transmitted by a non-DMG STA, the BSSID_(TA) field is set to the address of the STA contained in
the AP except that the Individual/Group bit of the BSSID (TA) field is set to 1 in a CF-End frame
transmitted by a VHT STA to a VHT AP in a non-HT or non-HT duplicate format to indicate that the
scrambling sequence carries the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH IN NON HT. When
transmitted by a DMG STA, the TA field is the MAC address of the STA transmitting the frame.

8.3.1.8 BlockAckReq frame format

8.3.1.8.1 Overview

Change the fourth paragraph of 8.3.1.8.1 as follows:

The TA field value is the address of the STA transmitting the BlockAckReq frame_or a bandwidth signaling

TA. In a BlockAckReq frame transmitted by a VHT STA in a non-HT or non-HT duplicate format and
where the scrambling sequence carries the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH IN NON_HT, the

TA field value is a bandwidth signaling TA.
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8.3.1.9 BlockAck frame format
8.3.1.9.1 Overview
Change the fourth paragraph of 8.3.1.9.1 as follows:

The TA field value is the address of the STA transmitting the BlockAck frame or a bandwidth signaling TA
in the context of HT-delayed Block Ack. In a BlockAck frame transmitted in the context of HT-delayed
Block Ack by a VHT STA in a non-HT or non-HT duplicate format and where the scrambling sequence
carries the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH IN_NON_HT, the TA field value is a bandwidth
signaling TA.

Insert the following subclauses, 8.3.1.20 and 8.3.1.21 (including Figure 8-29j to Figure 8-29m and
Table 8-18a), after 8.3.1.19:

8.3.1.20 VHT NDP Announcement frame format

The frame format of the VHT NDP Announcement frame is shown in Figure 8-29;.

Frame Sounding
Duration RA TA Dialog STA Info 1 STA Info n FCS
Control
Token
Octets: 2 2 6 6 1 2 2 4

Figure 8-29j—VHT NDP Announcement frame format

The Duration field is set as defined in 8.2.5.

The VHT NDP Announcement frame contains at least one STA Info field. If the VHT NDP Announcement
frame contains only one STA Info field, then the RA field value is the address of the STA identified by the
AID in the STA Info field. If the VHT NDP Announcement frame contains more than one STA Info field,
then the RA field value is the broadcast address.

The TA field value is the address of the STA transmitting the VHT NDP Announcement frame or a
bandwidth signaling TA. In a VHT NDP Announcement frame transmitted by a VHT STA in a non-HT or
non-HT duplicate format and where the scrambling sequence carries the TXVECTOR parameter

CH BANDWIDTH IN NON HT, the TA field value is a bandwidth signaling TA.

The format of the Sounding Dialog Token field is shown in Figure 8-29k.

BO B1 B2 B7

Reserved Sounding Dialog
Token Number

Bits: 2 6

Figure 8-29k—Sounding Dialog Token field

The Sounding Dialog Token Number subfield in the Sounding Dialog Token field contains a value selected
by the beamformer to identify the VHT NDP Announcement frame.
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The format of the STA Info field is shown in Figure 8-291.

BO B11 B12 B13 B15
AID12 Feedback Type Nc Index
Bits: 12 1 3

Figure 8-291—STA Info field

The subfields in the STA Info field are described in Table 8-18a.

Table 8-18a—STA Info subfields

Field Description

AIDI12 Contains the 12 least significant bits of the AID of a STA expected to process the
following VHT NDP and prepare the sounding feedback. Equal to 0 if the STA is
an AP, mesh STA, or STA that is a member of an IBSS.

Feedback Type Indicates the type of feedback requested.
Set to 0 for SU.
Set to 1 for MU.

Nc Index If the Feedback Type field indicates MU, then Nc Index indicates the number of
columns, Ne, in the Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix subfield minus 1:
Set to 0 to request Nc =1
Set to 1 to request Nc = 2

Set to 7 to request Nc =8
Reserved if the Feedback Type field indicates SU.

8.3.1.21 Beamforming Report Poll frame format

The Beamforming Report Poll frame is shown in Figure 8-29m.

Frame : Feedback Segment
Control Duration RA TA Retransmission Bitmap FCS
Octets: 2 2 6 6 1 4

Figure 8-29m—Beamforming Report Poll frame format

The Duration field is set as defined in 8.2.5.
The RA field value is the address of the intended recipient.

The TA field value is the address of the STA transmitting the Beamforming Report Poll or a bandwidth
signaling TA. In a Beamforming Report Poll frame transmitted by a VHT STA in a non-HT or non-HT
duplicate format and where the scrambling sequence carries the TXVECTOR parameter
CH _BANDWIDTH_IN NON_HT, the TA field value is a bandwidth signaling TA.
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The Feedback Segment Retransmission Bitmap field indicates the requested feedback segments of a VHT
Compressed Beamforming report (see 9.31.5.3). If the bit in position # (n=0 for LSB and n=7 for MSB) is 1,
then the feedback segment with the Remaining Feedback Segments subfield in the VHT MIMO Control
field equal to n is requested. If the bit in position #n is 0, then the feedback segment with the Remaining
Feedback Segments subfield in the VHT MIMO Control field equal to » is not requested.

8.3.2 Data frames
8.3.2.1 Data frame format

Change Figure 8-30 as follows:

Octets: 0-#599
2 2 6 6 6 2 6 2 4 variable 4
Frame Duration/ | Address |Address |Address | Sequence |Address QoS HT Frame FCS
Control ID 1 2 3 Control 4 Control | Control Body
- P
MAC Header

Figure 8-30—Data frame

8.3.2.2 Aggregate MSDU (A-MSDU) format
8.3.2.2.1 General

Change Figure 8-32 as follows:

0-2304-(ron-DMG-STA)
Octets: 6 6 2 0—7920-(PMG-STA) 0-3
variable
DA SA Length MSDU Padding

- -
A-MSDU subframe header

Figure 8-32—Basic A-MSDU subframe structure

8.3.3 Management frames
8.3.3.1 Format of management frames
Change the first paragraph and note in 8.3.3.1 as follows:

The format of a management frame is defined in Figure 8-34. The Frame Control, Duration, Address 1,
Address 2, Address 3, and Sequence Control fields are present in all management frame subtypes. The-In an
MMPDU carried in one or more non-VHT PPDUs the maximum snererypted MMPDU size;exeludingthe
MACheaderand FCS;-is2304-octets_is specified in Table 8-13c. In an MMPDU carried in one or more
PPDU(s), all of which are VHT PPDU(s), the maximum MMPDU size specified in Table 8-13c is the
maximum MPDU size supported by the recipient(s) less the shortest management frame MAC header and
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FCS. In an MMPDU carried in one or more PPDU(s), none of which are VHT PPDU(s), the maximum
unencrypted MMPDU size is 2304 octets.

NOTE—In an MMPDU carried in one or more PPDUs, all of which are VHT PPDUs, the presence of encryption

overhead (i.e., the MMPDU is transmitted in robust management frames) or an HT Control field might cause an
MMPDU to be fragmented that would not otherwise need to be fragmented.

Change Figure 8-34 as follows:

0-2328

Octets: 2 2 6 6 6 2 4 variable 4
Frame Duration | Address1 Address 2 | Address 3 Sequence HT Frame Bod FCS
Control Control Control y

Figure 8-34—Management frame format

Delete the following note in 8.3.3.1:

8.3.3.2 Beacon frame format

Insert the following rows into Table 8-20 before the Last row:

Table 8-20—Beacon frame body

Order

Information

Notes

60

VHT Capeabilities

The VHT Capabilities element is present when the
dot11VHTOptionlmplemented is true.

61

VHT Operation

The VHT Operation element is present when the
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true; otherwise, it is
not present.

62

VHT Transmit Power
Envelope element

One VHT Transmit Power Envelope element is present
for each distinct value of the Local Maximum Transmit
Power Unit Interpretation subfield that is supported for
the BSS if both of the following conditions are met:
— dotl 1VHTOptionImplemented is true;
— Either dot11SpectrumManagementRequired is true
or dotl 1RadioMeasurementActivated is true.

Otherwise, this parameter is not present.

63

Channel Switch
Wrapper element

The Channel Switch Wrapper element is optionally
present if dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true and at
least one of a Channel Switch Announcement element or
an Extended Channel Switch Announcement element is
also present in the Beacon frame and the Channel Switch
Wrapper element contains at least one subelement.

64

Extended BSS Load
element

The Extended BSS Load element is optionally present if
dot11QosOptionlmplemented,
dot11QBSSLoadImplemented and
dot11VHTOptionlmplemented are true.
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Table 8-20—Beacon frame body

Order

Information

Notes

65

Quiet Channel

Either one Quiet Channel element containing an AP
Quiet Mode field equal to 0 or one or more Quiet
Channel elements each containing an AP Quiet Mode
field equal to 1 are optionally present if
dot11VHTOptionIlmplemented is true, and either
dotl1SpectrumManagementRequired or
dotl1RadioMeasurementActivated is true.

66

Operating Mode
Notification

The Operating Mode Notification element is optionally
present if dot110OperatingModeNotificationImplemented
is true.

8.3.3.5 Association Request frame format

Insert the following rows into Table 8-22 before the Last row:

Table 8-22—Association Request frame body

Order Information Notes
22 VHT Capabilities The VHT Capabilities element is present when the
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true.
23 Operating Mode The Operating Mode Notification element is optionally
Notification present if dot11OperatingModeNotificationImplemented
is true.

8.3.3.6 Association Response frame format

Insert the following rows into Table 8-23 before the Last row:

Table 8-23—Association Response frame body

Order Information Notes

27 VHT Capabilities The VHT Capabilities element is present when the
dot11VHTOptionlmplemented is true.

28 VHT Operation The VHT Operation element is present when the
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true; otherwise, it is
not present.

29 Operating Mode The Operating Mode Notification element is optionally

Notification present if dot11OperatingModeNotificationlmplemented
is true.

48
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8.3.3.7 Reassociation Request frame format

Insert the following rows into Table 8-24 before the Last row:

Table 8-24—Reassociation Request frame body

Order Information Notes
27 VHT Capabilities The VHT Capabilities element is present when the
dot11 VHTOptionlmplemented is true.
28 Operating Mode The Operating Mode Notification element is optionally
Notification present if dot110OperatingModeNotificationImplemented
is true.

8.3.3.8 Reassociation Response frame format

Insert the following rows into Table 8-25 before the Last row:

Table 8-25—Reassociation Response frame body

Order Information Notes

31 VHT Capabilities The VHT Capabilities element is present when the
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true.

32 VHT Operation The VHT Operation element is present when the
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true; otherwise, it is not
present.

33 Operating Mode The Operating Mode Notification element is optionally

Notification present if dot110peratingModeNotificationlmplemented
is true.

8.3.3.9 Probe Request frame format

Insert the following row into Table 8-26 before the Last row:

Table 8-26—Probe Request frame body

Order

Information

Notes

17

VHT Capabilities

The VHT Capabilities element is present when the
dot11 VHTOptionImplemented is true.
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8.3.3.10 Probe Response frame format

Insert the following rows into Table 8-27 before the Last-I row:

Table 8-27—Probe Response frame body

Order

Information

Notes

62

VHT Capabilities

The VHT Capabilities element is present when the
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true.

63

VHT Operation

The VHT Operation element is present when the
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true; otherwise, it is not
present.

64

VHT Transmit Power
Envelope element

One VHT Transmit Power Envelope element is present
for each distinct value of the Local Maximum Transmit
Power Unit Interpretation subfield that is supported for
the BSS if both of the following conditions are met:
— dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true;
— Either dotl1SpectrumManagementRequired is true
or dotl 1RadioMeasurementActivated is true.

Otherwise, this parameter is not present.

65

Channel Switch
Wrapper element

The Channel Switch Wrapper element is optionally
present if dot11 VHTOptionlmplemented is true and at
least one Channel Switch Announcement element or
Extended Channel Switch Announcement element is also
present in the Beacon frame and the Channel Switch
Wrapper element contains at least one subelement.

66

Extended BSS Load
element

The Extended BSS Load element is optionally present if
dot11QosOptionlmplemented,
dot11QBSSLoadlmplemented and
dot11VHTOptionImplemented are true.

67

Quiet Channel

Either one Quiet Channel element containing an AP Quiet
Mode field equal to 0 or one or more Quiet Channel
elements each containing an AP Quiet Mode field equal to
1 are optionally present if dot11 VHTOptionImplemented
is true, and either dot11SpectrumManagementRequired or
dotl1RadioMeasurementActivated is true.

68

Operating Mode
Notification

The Operating Mode Notification element is optionally
present if dot11OperatingModeNotificationlmplemented
is true.
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8.4 Management and Extension frames body components
8.4.1 Fields that are not information elements
8.4.1.9 Status Code field

Insert the following row into Table 8-37 in numeric order, and change the reserved values accordingly:

Table 8-37—Status codes

Status code Name Meaning

104 Association denied because the requesting STA
does not support VHT features.

8.4.1.11 Action field

Insert the following row into Table 8-38 in numeric order, and change the reserved values accordingly:

Table 8-38—Category values

Group Action
Code Meaning See subclause Robust addressed f
. rame
privacy
21 VHT 8.5.23 No No

8.4.1.27 CSI Report field
Change the first paragraph of 8.4.1.27 as follows:

The CSI Report field is used by the CSI frame (see 8.5.12.6) to carry explicit channel state information to a
transmit HT beamformer, as described in 9.29.3.

8.4.1.28 Noncompressed Beamforming Report field
Change the first paragraph of 8.4.1.28 as follows:

The Noncompressed Beamforming Report field is used by the Noncompressed Beamforming frame to carry
explicit feedback in the form of noncompressed beamforming feedback matrices V for use by a transmit HT
beamformer to determine steering matrices Q, as described in 9.29.3 and 20.3.12.3.

Change the fourth paragraph of 8.4.1.28 as follows:

The SNR values in Table 8-46 and Table 8-47 are encoded as an 8-bit twos complement value of
4 x (SNR_average — 22), where SNR_average is the sum of the values of SNR per tone (in decibels) divided
by the number of tones represented. This encoding covers the SNR range from —10 dB to 53.75 dB in
0.25 dB steps. The SNR in space-time stream i corresponds to the SNR associated with the column i of the
beamforming feedback matrix V. Each SNR corresponds to the predicted SNR at HT beamformee when the
HT beamformer applies the matrix V.
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8.4.1.29 Compressed Beamforming Report field
Change the first paragraph of 8.4.1.29 as follows:

The Compressed Beamforming Report field is used by the Compressed Beamforming frame (see 8.5.12.8)
to carry explicit feedback information in the form of angles representing compressed beamforming feedback
matrices V for use by a transmit HT beamformer to determine steering matrices 0, as described in 9.29.3 and
20.3.12.3.

Change the seventh paragraph of 8.4.1.29 as follows:

The SNR values in Table 8-50 and Table 8-51 are encoded as an 8-bit twos complement value of 4 x
(SNR_average — 22), where SNR_average is the sum of the values of SNR per tone (in decibels) divided by
the number of tones represented. This encoding covers the SNR range from —10 dB to 53.75 dB in 0.25 dB
steps. Each SNR value per tone in stream 7 (before being averaged) corresponds to the SNR associated with
the column i of the beamforming feedback matrix V' determined at the HT beamformee. Each SNR
corresponds to the predicted SNR at the HT beamformee when the HT beamformer applies the matrix V.

8.4.1.32 Rate Identification field
Change 8.4.1.32, including inserting a new figure (Figure 8-70a), as follows:

The Rate Identification field is 4 octets in length and contains the rate identification information for a frame
hat is not the current frame transmitted or received by a STA. This information allows services to exchange
frame rate information prior to use of the frames that use the rate specified by the Rate Identification field.
The contents of the field is defined in Figure 8-69.

Figure 8-69 remains unchanged.

The Mask field specifies which other fields in the Rate Identification field are used by a STA. The format of
the Mask field is shown in Figure 8-70.

Figure 8-70 remains unchanged.

The MCS Selector field set-to-value 0 indicates that the MCS Index field is reserved. The MCS Selector field
set-te-value 1 indicates that the MCS Index field specifies an index value that is taken from Table 20-30
through Table 20-33 and Table 20-39 through Table 20-41 in 20.6. The MCS Selector field sette-value 2
indicates that the MCS Index field specifies an index value that is taken from Table 20-34 through
Table 20-38 and Table 20-43 through Table 20-44 in 20.6.

The MCS Selector field value 3 indicates that the MCS Index field specifies values that are taken from
Table 22-30 through Table 22-37, indicating a VHT-MCS for a 20 MHz channel width.

The MCS Selector field value 4 indicates that the MCS Index field specifies values that are taken from
Table 22-38 through Table 22-45, indicating a VHT-MCS for a 40 MHz channel width.

The MCS Selector field value 5 indicates that the MCS Index field specifies values that are taken from
Table 22-46 through Table 22-53, indicating a VHT-MCS for an 80 MHz channel width.

The MCS Selector field value 6 indicates that the MCS Index field specifies values that are taken from
Table 22-54 through Table 22-61, indicating a VHT-MCS for a 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz channel width.

The MCS Selector field values3-te 7 are is reserved.
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The Rate Type field set to 0 indicates the Rate field is reserved. The Rate Type field set to 1 indicates the
Rate field specifies a data rate that is in the basic rate set. The Rate Type field set to 2 indicates the Rate field
specifies a data rate that is not in the basic rate set.

If MCS Selector is 1 or 2, tFhe MCS Index field is a 1-octet unsigned integer that specifies the row index for
one of the MCS parameter tables in 20.6.

If MCS Selector is 3. 4. 5, or 6, the MCS Index field format is as shown in Figure 8-70a. The NSS subfield
indicates the number of spatial streams, and the VHT-MCS Index Row subfield indicates a value from the

“VHT-MCS Index” column of Table 22-30 through Table 22-61 in 22.5 that corresponds to the channel
width and N. 55 values.

BO B2 B3 B6 B7
VHT-MCS
NSS index Row Reserved
Bits 3 4 1

Figure 8-70a—MCS Index field format when the MCS Selector field is 3. 4, 5. or 6

The Rate field contains a 2-octet unsigned integer that specifies the PHY rate in 0.5 Mb/s units.

Insert the following subclauses, 8.4.1.47 to 8.4.1.52 (including Figure 8-80d to Figure 8-80g and Table 8-
53c to Table 8-531), after 8.4.1.46:

8.4.1.47 VHT MIMO Control field

The VHT MIMO Control field is included in every VHT Compressed Beamforming frame (see 8.5.23.2).
The VHT MIMO Control field is defined in Figure 8-80d.

BOB2 B3B5 B6 B7 B8 B9 B10 B11 B12B14 B15 B16 B17 B18 B23
- ) Sounding
Remaining First :
Nc Nr Channel : Codebook Feedback Dialog
: Grouping h Feedback Feedback Reserved
Index Index Width Information Type Segments Segment N-Il-j)rlr(\%gr
Bits: 3 3 2 2 1 1 3 1 2 6

Figure 8-80d—VHT MIMO Control field
The subfields of the VHT MIMO Control field are defined in Table 8-53c.

In a VHT Compressed Beamforming frame not carrying all or part of a VHT Compressed Beamforming
report (see 9.31.5 for a description of such a case), the Nc Index, Nr Index, Channel Width, Grouping,
Codebook Information, Feedback Type and Sounding Dialog Token Number fields are reserved, the First
Feedback Segment field is set to 0 and the Remaining Feedback Segments field is set to 7.
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Table 8-53c—Subfields of the VHT MIMO Control field

Subfield

Description

Nc Index

Indicates the number of columns, Nc, in the compressed beamforming feedback matrix
minus 1:

Set to 0 for Ne =1

Set to 1 for Ne =2

Set to 7 for Nc =8

Nr Index

Indicates the number of rows, Nr, in the compressed beamforming feedback matrix minus
1:

Set to 0 for Nr=1

Set to 1 for Nr=2

éét to 7 for Nr=8

Channel Width

Indicates the width of the channel in which the measurement to create the compressed
beamforming feedback matrix was made:

Set to 0 for 20 MHz

Set to 1 for 40 MHz

Set to 2 for 80 MHz

Set to 3 for 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz

Grouping

Indicates the subcarrier grouping, Ng, used for the compressed beamforming feedback
matrix:

Set to 0 for Ng =1 (No grouping)

Setto 1 for Ng=2

Set to 2 for Ng =4

The value 3 is reserved

Codebook
Information

Indicates the size of codebook entries:
If Feedback Type is SU:
Set to 0 for 2 bits for y, 4 bits for ¢
Set to 1 for 4 bits for v, 6 bits for ¢
If Feedback Type is MU:
Set to 0 for 5 bits for y, 7 bits for ¢
Set to 1 for 7 bits for y, 9 bits for ¢

Feedback Type

Indicates the feedback type:
Set to 0 for SU
Set to 1 for MU

Remaining

Feedback Segments

Indicates the number of remaining feedback segments for the associated VHT Compressed
Beamforming frame:
Set to O for the last feedback segment of a segmented report or the only feedback
segment of an unsegmented report.
Set to a value between 1 and 6 for a feedback segment that is neither the first nor the last
of a segmented report.
Set to a value between 1 and 7 for a feedback segment that is not the last feedback
segment of a segmented report.
In a retransmitted feedback segment, the field is set to the same value associated with the
feedback segment in the original transmission.

First Feedback
Segment

Set to 1 for the first feedback segment of a segmented report or the only feedback segment
of an unsegmented report; set to 0 if it is not the first feedback segment or if the VHT
Compressed Beamforming Report field and MU Exclusive Beamforming Report field are
not present in the frame.

In a retransmitted feedback segment, the field is set to the same value associated with the
feedback segment in the original transmission.

Token Number

Sounding Dialog

The sounding dialog token from the VHT NDP Announcement frame soliciting feedback
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8.4.1.48 VHT Compressed Beamforming Report field

The VHT Compressed Beamforming Report field is used by the VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback
(see 8.5.23.2) to carry explicit feedback information in the form of angles representing compressed
beamforming feedback matrices V' for use by a transmit beamformer to determine steering matrices Q, as
described in 9.29.3 and 20.3.12.3.

The size of the VHT Compressed Beamforming Report field depends on the values in the VHT MIMO
Control field. The VHT Compressed Beamforming Report field contains VHT Compressed Beamforming
Report information or successive (possibly zero-length) portions thereof in the case of segmented VHT
Compressed Beamforming feedback (see 9.31.5). VHT Compressed Beamforming Report information is
always included in the VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback.

The VHT Compressed Beamforming Report information contains the channel matrix elements indexed,
first, by matrix angles in the order shown in Table 8-53d and, second, by data subcarrier index from lowest
frequency to highest frequency. The explanation on how these angles are generated from the beamforming
feedback matrix V' is given in 20.3.12.3.6. In Table 8-53d,

Nc  is the number of columns in a compressed beamforming feedback matrix determined by the Nc
Index field of the VHT MIMO Control field,

Nr is the number of rows in a compressed beamforming feedback matrix determined by the Nr Index
field of the VHT MIMO Control field.

Table 8-53d—Order of angles in the Compressed Beamforming Feedback
Matrix subfield

Size of V Number of The order of angles in the Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix
(Nr % Nc) angles (Va) subfield
2x1 2 o011, y21
2%2 2 o011, y21
3x1 4 o011, $21, w21, y31
3x2 6 o011, §21, w21, y31, ¢22, w32
3%3 6 o011, d21, w21, y31, $22, w32
4x1 6 o011, §21, $p31, w21, w31, w4l
4x2 10 o011, §21, ¢p31, w21, w31, w41, $22, $p32, W32, w42
4x3 12 o011, d21, 31, w21, w31, w41, $22, 32, W32, w42, $33, y43
4x4 12 o011, d21, 31, w21, w31, w41, $22, 32, W32, w42, $33, y43
5x1 8 o011, 21, $31, d41, w21, w31, w41, y51
5%2 14 o011, 21, $31, 641, w21, w31, w41, y51, 622, $32, $p42, w32, y42, y52
5%3 18 o011, 021, $31, ¢41, w21, w31, w41, y51, $22, $32, p42, w32, w42, y52, $33, $43,
y43, y53
5x4 20 11, ¢21, 931, 41, w21, w31, w41, y51, $22, $632, 442, w32, w42, w52, ¢33, $43,
w43, y53, $44, y54
5%5 20 11, ¢21, 31, 41, w21, w31, w41, y51, $22, $32, 442, w32, y42, w52, ¢33, $43,
y43, y53, 44, y54
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Table 8-53d—Order of angles in the Compressed Beamforming Feedback
Matrix subfield (continued)

Size of V Number of The order of angles in the Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix
(IVr x Nc) angles (Va) subfield
6x1 10 011, 621, §31, 41, 651, w21, w31, w41, y51, y61
6%2 18 011,021, $31, p41, ¢51, w21, w31, w41, y51, w61, $22, $32, 42, $52, y32, y42,
y52, w62
6%3 24 11, ¢21, 931, 41, ¢S1, w21, w31, w41, w51, w61, $22, $32, $42, $52, w32, y42,
W52, w62, $33, $p43, $53, w43, y53, y63
6x4 28 o011, 021, §31, ¢41, ¢S1, w21, w31, w41, w51, w61, 622, $32, $42, $52, w32, w42,
Y52, w62, 033, §43, $53, w43, w53, y63, $p44, §54, y54, w64
6%5 30 11, ¢21, 31, 41, ¢S1, w21, w31, w41, w51, w61, $22, $32, $42, $52, w32, y42,
W52, w62, $33, ¢p43, §53, w43, y53, w63, ¢44, $54, w54, w64, 655, w65
6%6 30 11, ¢21, 931, 41, ¢S1, w21, w31, w41, y51, w61, $22, $32, $42, $52, w32, y42,
W52, w62, $33, $p43, §53, w43, y53, w63, p44, $54, w54, y64, $55, y65
7%1 12 o011, 21, $31, $41, 651, 061, w21, w31, w41, y51, w61, y71
7%2 22 o011, 021, ¢31, d41, $51, $61, w21, w31, w41, w51, w61, w71, $22, $32, $42, $52,

062, w32, w42, y52, w62, y72

7x3 30 011, 021, 031, 941, ¢51, §61, w21, w31, wal, w51, w61, w71, 622, 632, ¢42, 452,
062, W32, w42, w52, w62, y72, $33, $43, 033, $63, y43, y53, y63, Y73

7x4 36 011,021, 631, ¢41, 651, 661, w21, w31, wal, w51, w61, Y71, $22, $32, 42, $52,
062, W32, wA2, w52, w62, w72, §33, 043, $33, 963, w43, y53, w63, Y73, p44,
054, h64, 54, y64, y74

7x5 40 011, 021, 031, 941, 651, 961, w21, w31, w41, yS1, w61, w71, $22, 632, $42, 652,
062, w32, yd2, y52, y62, w72, 33, 443, §53, $63, Y43, y53, y63, Y73, 44,
054, 464, Y54, w64, Y74, $35, 65, y65, Y75

7%6 42 011, 421, 31, 941, 51, 961, w21, w31, wal, w51, w61, w71, §22, $32, 42, $52,
062, y32, Y42, y52, y62, y72, §33, 943, 053, 463, w43, w53, w63, y73, ¢4,
054, 964, w54, w64, Y74, 455, $65, W65, W75, 966, y76

77 42 011, 421, 931, 941, §51, 961, w21, w31, wal, w51, w61, y71, $22, $32, 42, $52,
062, y32, wa2, w52, w62, w72, §33, ¢43, 653, ¢63, w43, y53, y63, Y73, ¢44,
054, §64, w54, w64, Y74, 455, $65, W65, W75, 966, W76

8x1 14 011, 921, 631, 941, 651, 961, 671, w21, Y31, w41, w51, w61, y71, y8l

8x2 26 011, 021, 631, d41, 651, d61, 671, w21, Y31, wal, w51, w61, w71, y81, ¢22, 432,
042, 052, 662, 72, y32, wa2, y52, w62, W72, y82

8x3 36 o011, 621, §31, $41, 51, ¢61, §71, w21, w31, w41, y51, w61, y71, w81, $22, $32,
042, 52, $62, $72, w32, w42, y52, y62, w72, 82, $33, 943, $53, 963, $73,
w43, y53, y63, y73, y83

8x4 44 011, 021, 631, d41, 651, 961, 671, w21, w31, wal, w51, w61, w71, y81, ¢22, $32,
042, 052, 662, 072, Y32, w42, Y52, y62, Y72, y82, $33, 443, 053, §63, §73,
W43, w53, w63, w73, w83, p44, 54, 64, $74, w54, w64, w74, w84

8x5 50 ¢11, 621, 031, ¢41, ¢51, 61, 671, w21, w31, w41, y51, w61, w71, w81, 622, $32,
042, 452, 62, $72, w32, wa2, w52, w62, w72, w82, 033, 943, §53, $63, §73,
w43, y53, w63, w73, w83, 044, 54, p64, $74, w54, w64, w74, w84, 55, ¢65,
$75, w65, y75, w85
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Table 8-53d—Order of angles in the Compressed Beamforming Feedback
Matrix subfield (continued)

Size of V Number of The order of angles in the Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix
(IVr x Nc) angles (Va) subfield
8x6 54 011, 021, §31, ¢41, 51, 661, §71, w21, w31, w41, y51, w61, y71, w81, $22, $p32,

042, 052, 662, 072, Y32, w42, Y52, y62, Y72, y82, $33, §43, 053, §63, §73,
w43, w53, w63, y73, w83, 044, $54, 64, d74, w54, w64, w74, w84, $55, 065,
075, W65, Y75, 85, $66, §76, Y76, 86

8x7 56 011,021, 931, 041, §51, 661, ¢71, w21, w31, wal, yS1, w61, w71, y81, 22, ¢32,
042, 452, $62, 72, w32, yd2, y52, w62, w72, y82, 933, ¢43, $33, 663, $73,
W43, 53, W63, w73, y83, 044, 54, 964, §74, w54, w64, w74, w84, §55, $65,
075, Y65, Y75, W85, 66, $76, W76, w86, 77, Y87

8x8 56 011,021, 031, 041, 51, 661, ¢71, w21, w31, wa1, yS1, w61, y71, y81, 622, $32,
042, 452, $62, 72, w32, yd2, y52, w62, w72, w82, h33, ¢43, 933, $63, $73,
W43, 53, W63, w73, y83, 044, 54, 964, §74, w54, w64, yT4, w84, 455, $65,
075, y65, Y75, W85, 66, $76, W76, w86, $77, Y87

The beamforming feedback matrix V is formed by the beamformee as follows. The beamformer transmits an
NDP with Ng7g xpp space-time streams, where Ngrg ypp may take a value between 2 and 8. Based on this
NDP, the beamformee estimates the Npy prpp x Ngrg ypp channel, and based on that channel it determines
a NrxNc orthonormal matrix V, where Nr and Nc satisfy Equation (8-1).

Nr = NSTS, npps Ne < min(NSTS, NDP> NRX, BFEE) (8-1)
Further restrictions on Nc are described in 9.31.5.

The angles are quantized as defined in Table 8-53e.

Table 8-53e—Quantization of angles

Quantized v Quantized ¢
_ km I . _ km 1
V= 5t o radians ¢ = 5" radians
2 2 2! 2
where where
b
k=0,1,..2"1 k=01,..2""1
b,,  isthe number of bits used to quantize y b, is the number of bits used to quantize ¢
(defined by the Codebook Information (defined by the Codebook Information
field of the VHT MIMO Control field field of the VHT MIMO Control field
(see 8.4.1.47) (see 8.4.1.47)

The VHT Compressed Beamforming Report information has the structure and order defined in Table 8-53f,
where Na is the number of angles used for the compressed beamforming feedback matrix subfield (see
Table 8-53d).
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Table 8-53f—VHT Compressed Beamforming Report information

. Size .
Field (bits) Meaning

Average SNR of Space-Time Stream 1 8 Signal-to-noise ratio at the
beamformee for space-time stream 1
averaged over all data subcarriers.
See Table 8-53h.

Average SNR of Space-Time Stream Nc 8 Signal-to-noise ratio at the
beamformee for space-time stream
Nc averaged over all data subcarriers.
See Table 8-53h.

Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix V for Nax(b,, +by/2 | Compressed beamforming feedback

subcarrier k = scidx(0) matrix as defined in Table 8-53d

Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix V for Nax(b, +by/2 | Compressed beamforming feedback

subcarrier k = scidx(1) matrix as defined in Table 8-53d

Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix V for Nax(b,, +by/2 | Compressed beamforming feedback

subcarrier k = scidx(2) matrix as defined in Table 8-53d

Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix V for Nax('by, +byg)/2 | Compressed beamforming feedback

subcarrier k£ = scidx(Ns—1) matrix as defined in Table 8-53d

NOTE—scidx() is defined in Table 8-53g

Ns is the number of subcarriers for which the Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix subfield is sent
back to the beamformer. A beamformee may choose to reduce Ns by using a method referred to as grouping,
in which only a single Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix is reported for each group of Ng adjacent
subcarriers. Ns is a function of the Channel Width and Grouping subfields in the VHT MIMO Control field
(see 8.4.1.47). Table 8-53g lists Ns, the exact subcarrier indices and their order for which the Compressed
Beamforming Feedback Matrix subfield is sent back. No padding is present between angles in the VHT
Compressed Beamforming Report information, even if they correspond to different subcarriers. If the size of
the VHT Compressed Beamforming Report information is not an integral multiple of 8 bits, up to seven
zeros are appended to the end of the field to make its size an integral multiple of 8 bits.
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Table 8-53g—Subcarriers for which a Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix subfield

is sent back

Channel

Width Ng

Ns

Subcarriers for which Compressed Feedback Beamforming Matrix subfield
is sent: scidx(0), scidx(1), ..., scidx(/Ns-1)

20 MHz

52

28, -27,-26,-25,-24, -23,-22,-20,-19, -18, 17, 16, -15, —14, ~13, —12,
~11,-10,-9,-8,-6,-5,-4,-3,-2,-1,1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28

NOTE—Pilot subcarriers (£21, £7) and DC subcarrier (0) are skipped

30

—-28,-26,-24,-22,-20,-18,-16,-14,-12,-10,-8, -6, 4, -2,-1, 1, 2,4, 6, 8,
10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28

16

-28,-24,-20,-16,-12,-8,4,-1, 1, 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28

40 MHz

108

—-58,-57,-56, 55, 54, -52,-51,-50, 49, —48, 47, -46, 45, 44, 43, 42,
—41, -40, -39, -38, =37, -36, -35, -34, -33, =32, -31, -30, -29, -28, -27, -26,
—24,-23,-22,-21,-20,-19,-18,-17,-16,-15,-14, -13, -12, -10, -9, -8, -7,
-6,-5,4,-3,-2,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21,
22,23, 24,26,27,28,29, 30,31, 32,33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44,
45, 46,47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58

NOTE—Pilot subcarriers (£53, 25, +11) and DC subcarriers (0, 1) are skipped.

58

—58, 56,54, -52,-50, 48, 46, —44, 42, -40, -38, 36, 34, -32, -30, -28,
-26,-24,-22,-20,-18,-16,-14,-12,-10, -8, -6, -4,-2, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14,
16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46, 48, 50, 52, 54, 56, 58

30

—58, 54, =50, —46, 42, 38, -34, -30, -26, 22, -18, -14, -10, -6,-2, 2, 6, 10,
14, 18, 22, 26, 30, 34, 38, 42, 46, 50, 54, 58

80 MHz

234

~122,-121, 120, -119, ~118, ~117, ~116, ~115, ~114, 113, 112, ~111, 110,
~109, ~108, ~107, 106, —105, —104, —102, 101, —100, 99, ~98, ~97, ~96, —95,
—94,-93,-92,-91,-90, —89, —88, —87, —86, —85, —84, —83, —82, -81, -80, —79,
~78,-77,-76, 74,73, 72, ~71, ~70, —69, —68, 67, —66, —65, —64, —63, —62,
~61,-60,-59, 58,57, -56, —55, ~54, ~53, -52, ~51, -50, —49, —48, ~47, 46,
—45,-44, 43,42, -41,-40, -38, -37, -36, -35, ~34, -33, -32, -31, -30, 29,
28,-27,-26,-25,-24,-23,-22,-21,-20,-19, -18, -17, -16, -15, —14, -13,
~12,-10,-9,-8,-7,-6,-5,-4,-3,-2,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16,
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38,
40,41, 42,43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61,
62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84,
85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 104, 105,
106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121,
122

NOTE—Pilot subcarriers (£103, 75, £39, £11) and DC subcarriers (0, £1) are
skipped.

122

~122,-120,-118, ~116, ~114, ~112, ~110, —108, —106, —104, —102, —100, —98,
~96,-94,-92, 90, —88, —86, —84, —82, ~80, —78, —76, —74, ~72, ~70, —68, —66,
64,62, 60, —58, —56, —54, —52, —50, —48, —46, —44, —42, ~40, -38, ~36, 34,
-32,-30, 28,26, 24, -22,-20, 18,16, 14, -12,-10, -8, 6,4, -2, 2, 4,6,
8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46, 48, 50,
52,54, 56, 58, 60, 62, 64, 66, 68, 70, 72, 74, 76, 78, 80, 82, 84, 86, 88, 90, 92, 94,
96, 98, 100, 102, 104, 106, 108, 110, 112, 114, 116, 118, 120, 122

62

~122,-118, 114,110, -106, ~102, —98, —94, —90, —86, ~82, —78, —74, ~70, —66,
~62,-58,-54,-50, -46, 42, -38, -34, -30, 26, 22, -18, -14,-10, -6, -2, 2, 6,
10, 14, 18, 22, 26, 30, 34, 38, 42, 46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 70, 74, 78, 82, 86, 90, 94,
98, 102, 106, 110, 114, 118, 122

Copyright © 2013 IEEE

. All rights reserved.
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Table 8-53g—Subcarriers for which a Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix subfield

is sent back (continued)

Channel
Width

Ng

Ns

Subcarriers for which Compressed Feedback Beamforming Matrix subfield
is sent: scidx(0), scidx(1), ..., scidx(/Ns-1)

160 MHz

468

250, 249, 248, 247, 246, 245, 244, 243, 242, 241,240, 239, 238,
237,236,235, 234,233,232, -230, -229, -228, 227, 226, 225, -224,
223,222, -221,-220,-219, 218, 217, -216, 215, 214, 213, -212, 211,
210, 209, —208, —207, 206, ~205, ~204, —202, —201, 200, —199, ~198, ~197,
~196, -195,-194, 193,192, ~191, -190, —189, —188, 187, —186, —185, —184,
~183,-182, -181, 180, 179, -178, -177, -176, —175, -174, -173, -172, -171,
~170, 169, —168, —166, 165, —164, ~163, ~162, ~161, 160, —159, ~158, ~157,
~156, 155, -154, ~153, 152, —151, —150, —149, —148, 147, —146, —145, —144,
143,142, -141, -140, -138, —137, -136, —135, —134, —133, -132, ~131, -130,
126,125, -124, -123,-122, 121,120, -119, ~118, 116, 115, 114, ~113,
~112,-111,-110, 109, ~108, ~107, —106, —105, —104, -103, 102, 101, —100
-99,-98,-97,-96, 95,94, -93,-92, -91, -90, —88, —87, —86, -85, —84, 83,
82, -81,-80,-79, 78, ~77, -76, 75, ~74, ~73, ~72, ~71, -70, —69, —68, —67,
~66, 65, 64, 63,62, 61, 60, —59, —58, ~57, —56, —55, —54, —52, -51, 50,
49,48, -47,-46,-45, 44, 43,42, -41,-40, -39, -38, ~37, -36, -35, 34,
~33,-32,-31,-30, 29, 28, 27, 26, 24, 23,22, 21,20, -19, -18, -17,
~16,-15,-14,-13,-12,-11,-10,-9,-8,-7,-6, 6,7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38
39,40, 41,42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61,
62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83,
84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104,
105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 118, 119, 120, 121,
122, 123, 124, 125, 126, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 140, 141,
142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156, 157,
158, 159, 160, 161, 162, 163, 164, 165, 166, 168, 169, 170, 171, 172, 173, 174,
175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 186, 187, 188, 189, 190,
191, 192, 193, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 201, 202, 204, 205, 206, 207,
208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 221, 222, 223,
224,225,226, 227,228, 229, 230, 232, 233, 234, 235, 236, 237, 238, 239, 240,
241,242, 243, 244, 245, 246, 247, 248, 249, 250

NOTE—Pilot subcarriers (231, +203, £167, £139, +117, £89, +53, £25), DC
subcarriers (0, £1, +2, £3, +4, £5) and subcarriers £127, +128, £129 are skipped.

244

250,248, —246, 244, -242, 240, -238, ~236, 234, ~232, -230, —228, ~226,
224,222,220, 218,216,214, 212, -210, —208, 206, —204, ~202, —200,
~198, -196, -194, 192, ~190, —188, —186, —184, —182, 180, —178, —176, —174,
~172,-170, -168, —166, —164, —162, —160, —158, —156, —154, —152, —150, —148,
146, —144, —142, ~140, -138, 136, —134, —132, ~130, 126, —124, ~122, ~120,
~118, 116, ~114, -112, -110, -108, —106, —104, 102, —100, —98, —96, 94, 92
-90, 88, —86, 84, —82, —80, —78, ~76, ~74, ~72, ~70, —68, —66, —64, —62, —60,
58,56, 54, -52, ~50, —48, —46, —44, 42, —40, -38, ~36, ~34, ~32, -30, 28,
-26,-24,-22,-20, 18,16, 14, -12,-10, -8, -6, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20,
22,24, 26,28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46, 48, 50, 52, 54, 56, 58, 60, 62, 64,
66, 68, 70, 72, 74, 76, 78, 80, 82, 84, 86, 88, 90, 92, 94, 96, 98, 100, 102, 104,
106, 108, 110, 112, 114, 116, 118, 120, 122, 124, 126, 130, 132, 134, 136, 138
140, 142, 144, 146, 148, 150, 152, 154, 156, 158, 160, 162, 164, 166, 168, 170,
172, 174, 176, 178, 180, 182, 184, 186, 188, 190, 192, 194, 196, 198, 200, 202,
204, 206, 208, 210, 212, 214, 216, 218, 220, 222, 224, 226, 228, 230, 232, 234,
236, 238, 240, 242, 244, 246, 248, 250

NOTE—DC subcarriers 0, +2, 4 and +128 are skipped.
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Table 8-53g—Subcarriers for which a Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix subfield
is sent back (continued)

Channel

Subcarriers for which Compressed Feedback Beamforming Matrix subfield
Width Ng Ns

is sent: scidx(0), scidx(1), ..., scidx(/Ns-1)

250, 246, 242, ~238, 234, 230, 226, -222, -218, -214, 210, ~206, —202,
~198, -194, -190, —186, 182, —178, —174, ~170, —166, —162, —158, —154, —150,
—146, 142, -138, 134, -130, -126, 122, ~118, —114, —110, —106, —102, —98,
94,90, -86, ~82, ~78, ~74, ~70, 66, —62, —58, —54, —50, —46, —42, ~38, 34,
160 Mz A 1oa | 30,-26,-22,-18,—14,-10,-6,6, 10, 14, 18,22, 26, 30, 34, 38, 42, 46, 50, 54,

58, 62, 66, 70, 74, 78, 82, 86, 90, 94, 98, 102, 106, 110, 114, 118, 122, 126, 130,
134, 138, 142, 146, 150, 154, 158, 162, 166, 170, 174, 178, 182, 186, 190, 194,
198, 202, 206, 210, 214, 218, 222, 226, 230, 234, 238, 242, 246, 250

NOTE—DC subcarriers 2 are skipped.

Copyright © 2013 IEEE. Al rights reserved. 61
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LOCAL AND METROPOLITAN AREA NETWORKS—AMENDMENT 4: ENHANCEMENTS

Table 8-53g—Subcarriers for which a Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix subfield

is sent back (continued)

Channel
Width

Ng

Ns

Subcarriers for which Compressed Feedback Beamforming Matrix subfield
is sent: scidx(0), scidx(1), ..., scidx(/Ns-1)

80-+80
MHz

468

~122(L), —121(L), ~120(L), ~119(L), ~118(L), ~117(L), ~116(L), ~115(L),
~114(L), ~113(L), ~112(L), ~111(L), ~110(L), ~109(L), ~108(L), ~107(L),
~106(L), —105(L), -104(L), ~102(L), ~101(L), —~100(L), ~99(L), -98(L), ~97(L),
~96(L), ~95(L), ~94(L), ~93(L), ~92(L), ~91(L), ~90(L), ~89(L), ~88(L), ~87(L),
~86(L), —85(L), —84(L), -83(L), —82(L), ~81(L), ~80(L), ~79(L), ~78(L), ~77(L),
~76(L), ~74(L), ~73(L), ~72(L), ~71(L), ~70(L), —69(L), —68(L), ~67(L), —66(L),
~65(L), ~64(L), —63(L), —62(L), ~61(L), —60(L), —59(L), ~58(L), ~57(L), —56(L),
~55(L), —54(L), —53(L), -52(L), —51(L), —S0(L), ~49(L), —48(L), ~47(L), ~46(L),
—45(L), —44(L), ~43(L), ~42(L), ~41(L), -40(L), -38(L), -37(L), —36(L), ~35(L),
~34(L), -33(L), -32(L), ~31(L), ~30(L), —29(L), —28(L), ~27(L), ~26(L), ~25(L),
—24(L), -23(L), —22(L), ~21(L), —20(L), ~19(L), —18(L), ~17(L), ~16(L), —15(L),
~14(L), ~13(L), ~12(L), ~10(L), ~9(L), ~8(L), ~7(L), -6(L), —5(L), —4(L), -3(L),
—2(L), 2(L), 3(L), 4(L), S(L), 6(L), 7(L), 8(L), 9(L), 10(L), 12(L), 13(L), 14(L),
15(L), 16(L), 17(L), 18(L), 19(L), 20(L), 21(L), 22(L), 23(L), 24(L), 25(L),
26(L), 27(L), 28(L), 29(L), 30(L), 31(L), 32(L), 33(L), 34(L), 35(L), 36(L),
37(L), 38(L), 40(L), 41(L), 42(L), 43(L), 44(L), 45(L), 46(L), 47(L), 48(L),
49(L), 50(L), 51(L), 52(L), 53(L), 54(L), 55(L), 56(L), S7(L), 58(L), 59(L),
60(L), 61(L), 62(L), 63(L), 64(L), 65(L), 66(L), 67(L), 68(L), 69(L), 70(L),
71(L), 72(L), 73(L), 74(L), 76(L), 77(L), 78(L), 79(L), 80(L), 81(L), 82(L),
83(L), 84(L), 85(L), 86(L), 87(L), 88(L), 89(L), 90(L), 91(L), 92(L), 93(L),
94(L), 95(L), 96(L), 97(L), 98(L), 99(L), 100(L), 101(L), 102(L), 104(L), 105(L),
106(L), 107(L), 108(L), 109(L), 110(L), 111(L), 112(L), 113(L), 114(L), 115(L),
116(L), 117(L), 118(L), 119(L), 120(L), 121(L), 122(L), —122(H), —~121(H),
~120(H), —119(H), ~118(H), —117(H), —116(H), —115(H), —114(H), —113(H),
~112(H), ~111(H), —110(H), —109(H), —108(F), —107(H), —106(H), —105(H),
~104(H), -102(H), -101(H), —~100(H), ~99(H), ~98(H), —97(H), —96(H), ~95(H),
~94(H), ~93(H), ~92(H), ~91(H), ~90(H), —89(H), —88(H), —87(H), —86(H),
~85(H), —84(H), —83(H), -82(H), —81(H), —80(H), —79(H), —78(H), ~77(H),
~76(H), —74(H), ~73(H), —72(H), —71(H), ~70(H), —69(H), —68(H), —67(H),
—66(H), —65(H), —64(H), —63(H), —62(H), —61(H), —60(H), —59(H), —58(H),
~57(H), —56(H), —55(H), —54(H), —53(H), —52(H), —51(H), —50(H), —49(H),
—48(H), —47(H), ~46(H), ~45(H), —44(H), —43(H), ~42(H), —41(H), ~40(H),
~38(H), —37(H), -36(H), ~35(H), —34(H), —33(H), —32(H), -3 1(H), ~30(H),
~29(H), —28(H), ~27(H), ~26(H), —25(H), —24(H), ~23(H), —22(H), ~21(H),
~20(H), —19(H), ~18(H), —17(H), —16(H), —15(H), —14(H), —13(H), —12(H),
~10(H), ~9(H), ~8(H), ~7(H), ~6(H), —5(H), ~4(H), ~3(H), ~2(H), 2(H), 3(H),
4(H), 5(H), 6(H), 7(H), 8(H), 9(H), 10(H), 12(H), 13(H), 14(H), 15(H), 16(H),
17(H), 18(H), 19(H), 20(H), 21(H), 22(H), 23(H), 24(H), 25(H), 26(H), 27(H),
28(H), 29(H), 30(H), 31(H), 32(H), 33(H), 34(H), 35(H), 36(H), 37(H), 38(H),
40(H), 41(H), 42(H), 43(H), 44(H), 45(H), 46(H), 47(H), 48(H), 49(H), 50(H),
51(H), 52(H), 53(H), 54(H), 55(H), 56(H), 57(H), 58(H), 59(H), 60(H), 61(H),
62(H), 63(H), 64(H), 65(H), 66(H), 67(H), 68(H), 69(H), 70(H), 71(H), 72(H),
73(H), 74(H), 76(H), 77(H), 78(H), 79(H), 80(H), 81(H), 82(H), 83(H), 84(H),
85(H), 86(H), 87(H), 88(H), 89(H), 90(H), 91(H), 92(H), 93(H), 94(H), 95(H),
96(H), 97(H), 98(H), 99(H), 100(H), 101(H), 102(H), 104(H), 105(H), 106(H),
107(H), 108(H), 109(H), 110(H), 111(H), 112(H), 113(H), 114(H), 115(H),
116(H), 117(H), 118(H), 119(H), 120(H), 121(H), 122(H)

NOTE 1—Subcarrier x(L) denotes subcarrier index x in the frequency segment
lower in frequency, and subcarrier x(H) denotes subcarrier index x in the
frequency segment higher in frequency.

NOTE 2—Pilot subcarriers (£103, £75, £39, +11) and DC subcarriers (0, +1) are
skipped in each frequency segment.
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Table 8-53g—Subcarriers for which a Compressed Beamforming Feedback Matrix subfield

is sent back (continued)

Channel

Width Ng Ns

Subcarriers for which Compressed Feedback Beamforming Matrix subfield
is sent: scidx(0), scidx(1), ..., scidx(/Ns-1)

2 244

80-+80
MHz

~122(L), ~120(L), ~118(L), —~116(L), —114(L), ~112(L), —110(L), ~108(L),
~106(L), -104(L), ~102(L), —~100(L), ~98(L), ~96(L), —-94(L), —92(L), —90(L),
—88(L), —86(L), —84(L), —82(L), —80(L), ~78(L), ~76(L), ~74(L), ~72(L), ~70(L),
—68(L), —66(L), ~64(L), —62(L), —60(L), —58(L), ~56(L), —54(L), —52(L), ~50(L),
—48(L), —46(L), ~44(L), —42(L), —40(L), —38(L), —36(L), —34(L), —32(L), -30(L),
~28(L), —26(L), ~24(L), ~22(L), —20(L), —18(L), ~16(L), ~14(L), ~12(L), ~10(L),
—8(L), —6(L), —4(L), ~2(L), 2(L), 4(L), 6(L), 8(L), 10(L), 12(L), 14(L), 16(L),
18(L), 20(L), 22(L), 24(L), 26(L), 28(L), 30(L), 32(L), 34(L), 36(L), 38(L),
40(L), 42(L), 44(L), 46(L), 43(L), S0(L), 52(L), 54(L), S6(L), 58(L), 60(L),
62(L), 64(L), 66(L), 68(L), 70(L), 72(L), 74(L), 76(L), 78(L), 80(L), 82(L),
84(L), 86(L), 88(L), 90(L), 92(L), 94(L), 96(L), 98(L), 100(L), 102(L), 104(L),
106(L), 108(L), 110(L), 112(L), 114(L), 116(L), 118(L), 120(L), 122(L),
—122(H), —120(H), —118(H), —116(H), —1 14(H), —112(H), —110(H), —108(H),
—106(H), —104(H), —102(H), —100(H), —98(H), ~96(H), —94(H), —92(H), ~90(H),
—88(H), —86(H), —84(H), —82(H), —80(H), —78(H), ~76(H), ~74(H), ~72(H),
~70(H), —68(H), —66(H), —64(H), —62(H), —60(H), —58(H), —56(H), —54(H),
—52(H), —50(H), —48(H), —46(H), —44(H), —42(H), —40(H), —38(H), —36(H),
~34(H), ~32(H), ~30(H), ~28(H), —26(H), —24(H), —22(H), —20(H), —18(H),
—16(H), —14(H), —12(H), —10(H), —8(H), —6(H), -4(H), ~2(H), 2(H), 4(H), 6(H),
8(H), 10(H), 12(H), 14(H), 16(H), 18(H), 20(H), 22(H), 24(H), 26(H), 28(H),
30(H), 32(H), 34(H), 36(H), 38(H), 40(H), 42(H), 44(H), 46(H), 48(H), S0(H),
52(H), 54(H), 56(H), 58(H), 60(H), 62(H), 64(H), 66(H), 68(H), 70(H), 72(H),
74(H), 76(H), 78(H), 80(H), 82(H), 84(H), 86(H), 88(H), 90(H), 92(H), 94(H),
96(H), 98(H), 100(H), 102(H), 104(H), 106(H), 108(H), 110(H), 112(H), 114(H),
116(H), 118(H), 120(H), 122(H)

4 124

~122(L), ~118(L), ~114(L), ~110(L), ~106(L), ~102(L), ~98(L), —94(L), ~90(L),
~86(L), —82(L), —78(L), —74(L), ~70(L), —66(L), ~62(L), —58(L), —54(L), —~50(L),
—46(L), —42(L), —38(L), ~34(L), -30(L), —26(L), —22(L), —18(L), —14(L), ~10(L),
—6(L), -2(L), 2(L), 6(L), 10(L), 14(L), 18(L), 22(L), 26(L), 30(L), 34(L), 38(L),
42(L), 46(L), S0(L), 54(L), 58(L), 62(L), 66(L), 70(L), 74(L), 78(L), 82(L),
86(L), 90(L), 94(L), 98(L), 102(L), 106(L), 110(L), 114(L), 118(L), 122(L),
~122(H), ~118(H), —114(H), —110(H), —106(H), —102(H), ~98(H), —94(H),
~90(H), -86(H), ~82(H), —78(H), —74(H), —~70(H), —66(H), —62(H), ~58(H),
~54(H), —50(H), —46(H), —42(H), —38(H), —34(H), —30(H), —26(H), —22(H),
~18(H), —14(H), —10(H), —6(H), —2(H), 2(H), 6(H), 10(H), 14(H), 18(H), 22(H),
26(H), 30(H), 34(H), 38(H), 42(H), 46(H), 50(H), 54(H), 58(H), 62(H), 66(H),
70(H), 74(H), 78(H), 82(H), 86(H), 90(H), 94(H), 98(H), 102(H), 106(H),
110(H), 114(H), 118(H), 122(H)

Copyright © 2013 IEEE. All rights reserved.
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The Average SNR of Space-Time Stream i subfield in the Table 8-53f is an 8-bit twos complement integer
whose definition is shown in Table 8-53h.

Table 8-53h—Average SNR of Space-Time Stream i subfield

Average SNR of Space-Time Stream i subfield AvgSNR;
-128 <-10dB
-127 -9.75dB
-126 -9.5dB
+126 53.5dB
+127 >53.75dB

The AvgSNR; in Table 8-53h is found by computing the SNR per subcarrier in decibels for the subcarriers
identified in Table 8-53g, and then computing the arithmetic mean of those values. Each SNR value per tone
in stream 7 (before being averaged) corresponds to the SNR associated with the column 7 of the beamforming
feedback matrix J determined at the beamformee. Each SNR corresponds to the predicted SNR at the
beamformee when the beamformer applies all columns of the matrix V.

A STA with a 40 MHz, 80 MHz, or 160 MHz operating channel width and sending feedback for a 20 MHz
channel width includes only subcarriers corresponding to the primary 20 MHz channel in the Compressed
Feedback Beamforming Matrix subfield.

A STA with an 80 MHz or 160 MHz operating channel width and sending feedback for a 40 MHz channel
width includes only subcarriers corresponding to the primary 40 MHz channel in the Compressed Feedback
Beamforming Matrix subfield.

A STA with a 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz operating channel width and sending feedback for an 80 MHz
channel width includes only subcarriers corresponding to the primary 80 MHz channel in the Compressed
Feedback Beamforming Matrix subfield.

NOTE—Multi-bit fields are transmitted LSB first according to the bit-ordering specification detailed in 8.2.2.

8.4.1.49 MU Exclusive Beamforming Report field

The MU Exclusive Beamforming Report field is used by the VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback (see
8.5.23.2) to carry explicit feedback information in the form of delta SNRs. The information in the VHT
Compressed Beamforming Report field and the MU Exclusive Beamforming Report field can be used by the
transmit MU beamformer to determine steering matrices Q, as described in 9.29.3, 20.3.12.3, and
Table 22.3.11.

The size of the MU Exclusive Beamforming Report field depends on the values in the VHT MIMO Control
field. The MU Exclusive Beamforming Report field contains MU Exclusive Beamforming Report
information or successive (possibly zero-length) portions thereof in the case of segmented VHT Compressed
Beamforming feedback (see 9.31.5). The MU Exclusive Beamforming Report information is included in the
VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback if the Feedback Type subfield in the VHT MIMO Control field
indicates MU (see 8.4.1.47).
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The MU Exclusive Beamforming Report information consists of Delta SNR subfields for each space-time
stream (1 to Nc) of a subset of the subcarriers typically spaced 2Ng apart, where Ng is signaled in the
Grouping subfield of the VHT MIMO Control field, starting from the lowest frequency subcarrier and
continuing to the highest frequency subcarrier. No padding is present between ASNR, ; in the MU
Exclusive Beamforming Report field, even if they correspond to different subcarriers. The subset of
subcarriers included is determined by the values of the Channel Width and Grouping subfields of the VHT
MIMO Control field as listed in Table 8-53j. For each subcarrier included, the deviation in dB of the SNR of
that subcarrier for each column of ¥ relative to the average SNR of the corresponding space-time stream is
computed using Equation (8-2).

2
o LATY R

ASNR, ; = min(max(round(10log T vl SNR)),-8), 7) (8-2)
where

k is the subcarrier index in the range of sscidx(0), ..., sscidx(Ns'-1)

i is the space-time stream index in the range of 1, ..., Nc

H, is the estimated MIMO channel for subcarrier &

Vi is column 7 of the beamforming matrix ¥ for subcarrier k

N is the average noise plus interference power, measured at the beamformee, that was used to

calculate SNR;

SNR; is the average SNR of space-time stream 7 reported in the VHT Compressed Beamforming
Report information (Average SNR in Space-Time Stream i field)

Each Delta SNR subfield contains the ASNR, ; computed using Equation (8-2) and quantized to 4 bits in

the range —8 dB to 7 dB with 1 dB granularity. The structure of the MU Exclusive Beamforming Report field
is shown in Table 8-53i.

Table 8-53i—MU Exclusive Beamforming Report information

. Size .
Field (Bits) Meaning

Delta SNR for space-time stream 1 for 4 ASNR  i4x(0),1 as defined in Equation (8-2)
subcarrier k = sscidx(0)

Delta SNR for space-time stream Nc for 4 ASNR i i4x(0), N s defined in Equation (8-2)
subcarrier k = sscidx(0)

Delta SNR for space-time stream 1 for 4 ASNR,,.; dx(1),1 as defined in Equation (8-2)
subcarrier k = sscidx(1)

Delta SNR for space-time stream Nc for 4 ASNR,, ., dx(1), N¢ s defined in Equation (8-2)
subcarrier k = sscidx(1)
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Table 8-53i—MU Exclusive Beamforming Report information (continued)

Field

Size

(Bits) Meaning

Delta SNR for space-time stream 1 for
subcarrier k = sscidx(Ns'—1)

4 ASNR i igx(ns - 1,1 as defined in Equation (8-2)

Delta SNR for space-time stream Nc¢ for
subcarrier k = sscidx(Ns'—1)

4 ASNR ; igx(Ns - 1, Ne @s defined in Equation (8-2)

NOTE—sscidx() is defined in Table 8-53j.

In Table 8-531, Ns' is the number of subcarriers for which the Delta SNR subfield is sent back to the
beamformer. Table 8-53j shows Ns', the exact subcarrier indices and their order for which the Delta SNR is

sent back.

Table 8-53j—Number of subcarriers and subcarrier mapping

Channel
Width

Ng

Subcarriers for which the Delta SNR subfield is sent: sscidx(0), sscidx(1), ...
sscidx(Ns'"-1)

20 MHz

30

—28,-26,-24,-22,-20,-18,-16,-14,-12,-10,-8,-6, 4, -2,-1, 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10,
12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28

16

28, -24,-20,-16,-12, -8, -4, 1, 1,4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28

10

-28,-20,-12,4,-1, 1, 4, 12, 20, 28

40 MHz

58

—58, 56,54, -52,-50, 48, 46, 44, 42, -40, -38, -36, 34, -32, -30, -28, -26,
—24,-22,-20,-18,-16,-14,-12,-10,-8,-6,—4,-2,2,4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20,
22,24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46, 48, 50, 52, 54, 56, 58

30

—58, 54,50, 46,42, -38, -34, -30, -26, 22, -18, -14,-10,-6,-2, 2, 6, 10, 14,
18,22, 26, 30, 34, 38, 42, 46, 50, 54, 58

16

—58,-50, 42, -34,-26,-18,-10, -2, 2, 10, 18, 26, 34, 42, 50, 58

80 MHz

122

~122,-120, 118, -116, -114, 112, -110, —108, —106, —104, —102, —100, —98, —96,
-94,-92,-90, -88, ~86, ~84, ~82, ~80, 78, ~76, —74, ~72, ~70, —68, —66, —64, —62,
—60, —58, —56, —54, ~52, —50, —48, —46, —44, —42, —40, -38, ~36, —34, ~32, -30, 28,
26,24, -22,-20,-18, 16, 14,12, 10, -8, -6, -4, -2, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16,
18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46, 48, 50, 52, 54, 56, 58, 60, 62,
64, 66, 68, 70, 72, 74, 76, 78, 80, 82, 84, 86, 88, 90, 92, 94, 96, 98, 100, 102, 104,
106, 108, 110, 112, 114, 116, 118, 120, 122

62

-122,-118,-114,-110, -106, -102, 98, -94, -90, —86, —82, -78, —74, =70, —66,
—62,-58,-54,-50, 46,42, -38,-34,-30,-26,-22,-18,-14,-10,-6,-2, 2, 6, 10,
14, 18, 22, 26, 30, 34, 38, 42, 46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 70, 74, 78, 82, 86, 90, 94, 98,
102, 106, 110, 114, 118, 122

32

-122,-114,-106, 98, 90, -82, -74, —66, —58, -50, 42, -34, -26, -18, -10, -2, 2,
10, 18, 26, 34, 42, 50, 58, 66, 74, 82, 90, 98, 106, 114, 122

66
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Table 8-53j—Number of subcarriers and subcarrier mapping (continued)

Channel
Width

Ng

Subcarriers for which the Delta SNR subfield is sent: sscidx(0), sscidx(1), ...
sscidx(Ns'-1)

160 MHz

244

250, 248, 246, 244, 242, 240, 238, ~236, 234, 232, 230, 228, 226,
224,222,220, 218,216,214, -212, -210, —208, 206, —204, —202, —200,
~198, 196, —194, ~192, 190, —188, —186, —184, —182, 180, —178, ~176, ~174,
~172,-170, ~168, ~166, 164, —162, —160, —158, —156, 154, —152, —150, —148,
146, 144, —142, ~140, -138, —136, —134, —132, ~130, —126, —124, —122, ~120,
~118,-116, 114,112,110, —108, —106, —104, —102, —100, —98, ~96, —94, —92,
90, -88, ~86, -84, ~82, ~80, 78, 76, 74, ~72, 70, —68, —66, —64, —62, —60, 58,
56,54, 52, -50, —48, —46, —44, 42, 40, -38, -36, ~34, ~32, -30, —28, —26, 24,
-22,-20,-18,-16,-14, -12,-10, -8, -6, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28
30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46, 48, 50, 52, 54, 56, 58, 60, 62, 64, 66, 68, 70, 72, 74,
76,78, 80, 82, 84, 86, 88, 90, 92, 94, 96, 98, 100, 102, 104, 106, 108, 110, 112, 114,
116, 118, 120, 122, 124, 126, 130, 132, 134, 136, 138, 140, 142, 144, 146, 148, 150,
152, 154, 156, 158, 160, 162, 164, 166, 168, 170, 172, 174, 176, 178, 180, 182, 184,
186, 188, 190, 192, 194, 196, 198, 200, 202, 204, 206, 208, 210, 212, 214, 216, 218,
220, 222, 224, 226, 228, 230, 232, 234, 236, 238, 240, 242, 244, 246, 248, 250

NOTE—Subcarriers 0, £2, +4 and +128 are skipped.

124

250, 246, 242, ~238, -234, 230, -226, -222, 218, ~214, 210, ~206, —202,
~198, 194, -190, —186, —182, 178, —174, ~170, —166, 162, —158, —154, —150,
146,142, ~138, -134, ~130, 126, ~122, —118, ~114, —110, —106, —102, —98, —94,
90, -86, ~82, ~78, ~74, ~70, 66, 62, —58, —54, —50, —46, —42, ~38, ~34, -30, 26,
~22,-18,-14,-10, -6, 6, 10, 14, 18, 22, 26, 30, 34, 38, 42, 46, 50, 54, 58, 62, 66, 70,
74,78, 82, 86, 90, 94, 98, 102, 106, 110, 114, 118, 122, 126, 130, 134, 138, 142, 146,
150, 154, 158, 162, 166, 170, 174, 178, 182, 186, 190, 194, 198, 202, 206, 210, 214,
218, 222, 226, 230, 234, 238, 242, 246, 250

NOTE—Subcarriers +2 are skipped.

64

250, 242, 234, 226,218,210, -202, —194, —186, 178, ~170, —162, —154,
~146, 138, -130, ~126, ~118, -110, ~102, —94, —86, —78, —70, —62, —54, —46, —38
-30,-22, 14, -6, 6, 14, 22, 30, 38, 46, 54, 62, 70, 78, 86, 94, 102, 110, 118, 126, 130,
138, 146, 154, 162, 170, 178, 186, 194, 202, 210, 218, 226, 234, 242, 250
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Table 8-53j—Number of subcarriers and subcarrier mapping (continued)

Channel N Ns’ Subcarriers for which the Delta SNR subfield is sent: sscidx(0), sscidx(1), ...
Width 8 sscidx(Ns'-1)

—122(L), —120(L), —118(L), —116(L), —114(L), —~112(L), ~110(L), —108(L), —~106(L),
—104(L), —102(L), —~100(L), ~98(L), —96(L), —94(L), -92(L), ~90(L), —88(L), —86(L),
—84(L), -82(L), —-80(L), —78(L), —76(L), =74(L), —72(L), —=70(L), —68(L), —66(L),
—64(L), —62(L), —60(L), —58(L), —56(L), —54(L), —52(L), —50(L), —48(L), —46(L),
—44(L), —42(L), —40(L), -38(L), —36(L), —34(L), —32(L), —30(L), —28(L), —26(L),
—24(L), -22(L), 20(L), ~18(L), —16(L), —14(L), —12(L), —~10(L), —8(L), —6(L), —4(L),
—2(L), 2(L), 4(L), 6(L), 8(L), 10(L), 12(L), 14(L), 16(L), 18(L), 20(L), 22(L), 24(L),
26(L), 28(L), 30(L), 32(L), 34(L), 36(L), 38(L), 40(L), 42(L), 44(L), 46(L), 48(L),
50(L), 52(L), 54(L), 56(L), 58(L), 60(L), 62(L), 64(L), 66(L), 68(L), 70(L), 72(L),
74(L), 76(L), 78(L), 80(L), 82(L), 84(L), 86(L), 88(L), 90(L), 92(L), 94(L), 96(L),
98(L), 100(L), 102(L), 104(L), 106(L), 108(L), 110(L), 112(L), 114(L), 116(L),

1 244 | 118(L), 120(L), 122(L), —122(H), —120(H), —118(H), —116(H), —114(H), —112(H),
~110(H), —108(H), —~106(H), —104(H), —102(H), —~100(H), —98(H), —96(H), —94(H),
—92(H), —90(H), —88(H), —86(H), —84(H), —82(H), —80(H), —78(H), —76(H), ~74(H),
—72(H), —70(H), —-68(H), —66(H), —64(H), —62(H), —60(H), —58(H), —56(H), —54(H),
~52(H), —50(H), —48(H), —46(H), —44(H), —42(H), —40(H), —38(H), —36(H), —34(H),
—32(H), —30(H), —28(H), —26(H), —24(H), —22(H), —20(H), —18(H), —16(H), —14(H),
—12(H), —10(H), —8(H), —6(H), —4(H), —2(H), 2(H), 4(H), 6(H), 8(H), 10(H), 12(H),
14(H), 16(H), 18(H), 20(H), 22(H), 24(H), 26(H), 28(H), 30(H), 32(H), 34(H), 36(H),
38(H), 40(H), 42(H), 44(H), 46(H), 48(H), 50(H), 52(H), 54(H), 56(H), 58(H), 60(H),
62(H), 64(H), 66(H), 68(H), 70(H), 72(H), 74(H), 76(H), 78(H), 80(H), 82(H), 84(H),
80+80 86(H), 88(H), 90(H), 92(H), 94(H), 96(H), 98(H), 100(H), 102(H), 104(H), 106(H),
MHz 108(H), 110(H), 112(H), 114(H), 116(H), 118(H), 120(H), 122(H)

—122(L), —118(L), —114(L), —110(L), —106(L), —102(L), —98(L), —94(L), —-90(L),
—86(L), —82(L), —78(L), —74(L), =70(L), —66(L), —62(L), —58(L), —54(L), =50(L),
—46(L), —42(L), -38(L), —34(L), —30(L), —26(L), —22(L), —18(L), —14(L), —10(L),
—6(L), 2(L), 2(L), 6(L), 10(L), 14(L), 18(L), 22(L), 26(L), 30(L), 34(L), 38(L),
42(L), 46(L), 50(L), 54(L), 58(L), 62(L), 66(L), 70(L), 74(L), 78(L), 82(L), 86(L),
90(L), 94(L), 98(L), 102(L), 106(L), 110(L), 114(L), 118(L), 122(L), —122(H),
-118(H), —114(H), —-110(H), —106(H), —-102(H), —98(H), —-94(H), —90(H), —86(H),
—82(H), —78(H), —74(H), —70(H), —66(H), —62(H), —58(H), —54(H), —50(H), -46(H),
—42(H), -38(H), -34(H), -30(H), —26(H), —22(H), —18(H), —14(H), —-10(H), —6(H),
—2(H), 2(H), 6(H), 10(H), 14(H), 18(H), 22(H), 26(H), 30(H), 34(H), 38(H), 42(H),
46(H), 50(H), 54(H), 58(H), 62(H), 66(H), 70(H), 74(H), 78(H), 82(H), 86(H), 90(H),
94(H), 98(H), 102(H), 106(H), 110(H), 114(H), 118(H), 122(H)

2 124

~122(L), —114(L), —106(L), ~98(L), ~90(L), —82(L), —74(L), —66(L), —58(L), —S0(L),
-42(L), -34(L), —26(L), —18(L), —10(L), —2(L), 2(L), 10(L), 18(L), 26(L), 34(L),
42(L), 50(L), 58(L), 66(L), 74(L), 82(L), 90(L), 98(L), 106(L), 114(L), 122(L), -

4 64 | 122(H), —114(H), —106(H), ~98(H), —90(H), —82(H), —74(H), —66(H), —S8(H), —
50(H), —42(H), —34(H), ~26(H), —18(H), —10(H), —2(H), 2(H), 10(H), 18(H), 26(H),
34(H), 42(H), 50(H), 58(H), 66(H), 74(H), 82(H), 90(H), 98(H), 106(H), 114(H),
122(H)

NOTE 1—sscidx() is defined in Table 8-53i.

NOTE 2—Subcarrier x(L) denotes subcarrier index x in the frequency segment lower in frequency, and subcarrier x(H)
denotes subcarrier index x in the frequency segment higher in frequency.

8.4.1.50 Operating Mode field

The Operating Mode field is present in the Operating Mode Notification frame (see 8.5.23.4) and Operating
Mode Notification element (see 8.4.2.168).
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The Operating Mode field is shown in Figure 8-80e.

BO B1 B2 B3 B4 B6 B7

Channel Width Reserved Rx NSS Rx NSS Type

Bits: 2 2 3 1

Figure 8-80e—Operating Mode field

The STA transmitting this field indicates its current operating channel width and the number of spatial
streams it can receive using the settings defined in Table 8-53k.

Table 8-53k—Subfield values of the Operating Mode field

Subfield Description

Channel Width If the Rx NSS Type subfield is 0, indicates the supported channel width:
Set to 0 for 20 MHz

Set to 1 for 40 MHz

Set to 2 for 80 MHz

Set to 3 for 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz

Reserved if the Rx NSS Type subfield is 1.

Rx NSS If the Rx NSS Type subfield is 0, indicates the maximum number of spatial
streams that the STA can receive.

If the Rx NSS Type subfield is 1, indicates the maximum number of spatial
streams that the STA can receive as a beamformee in an SU PPDU using a
beamforming steering matrix derived from a VHT Compressed Beamforming
report with Feedback Type subfield indicating MU in the corresponding VHT
Compressed Beamforming frame sent by the STA.

Set to 0 for Ngg=1
Setto 1 for Ngg=2

Set to 7 for Ngg=8

Rx NSS Type Set to 0 to indicate that the Rx NSS subfield carries the maximum number of
spatial streams that the STA can receive.

Set to 1 to indicate that the Rx NSS subfield carries the maximum number of
spatial streams that the STA can receive in an SU PPDU using a beamforming
steering matrix derived from a VHT Compressed Beamforming report with the
Feedback Type subfield indicating MU in the corresponding VHT Compressed
Beamforming frame sent by the STA.

NOTE—An AP always sets this field to 0.

8.4.1.51 Membership Status Array field

The Membership Status Array field is used in the Group ID Management frame (see 8.5.23.3). The length of
the field is 8 octets. An 8 octet Membership Status Array field (indexed by the group ID) consists of a 1-bit
Membership Status subfield for each of the 64 group IDs, as shown in Figure §8-80f.
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BO B1 B63
Membership Status Membership Status Membership Status
In Group ID 0 In Group ID 1 In Group ID 63
Bits: 1 1 1

Figure 8-80f—Membership Status Array field

Within the 8 octet Membership Status Array field, the 1-bit Membership Status subfield for each group ID is
set as follows:

— Set to 0 if the STA is not a member of the group

Set to 1 if STA is a member of the group

The Membership Status subfields for group ID 0 (transmissions to AP) and group ID 63 (downlink SU
transmissions) are reserved.

8.4.1.52 User Position Array field
The User Position Array field is used in the Group ID Management frame (see 8.5.23.3). The length of the

field is 16 octets. A 16 octet User Position Array field (indexed by the Group ID) consists of a 2-bit User
Position subfield for each of the 64 group IDs, as shown in Figure 8-80g.

BO B1 B2 B3 B126 B127
User Position In User Position In User Position In
Group ID O Group ID 1 Group ID 63
Bits: 2 2 2

Figure 8-80g—User Position Array field

If the Membership Status subfield for a particular group ID is 1, then the corresponding User Position
subfield is encoded as shown in Table 8-531.

Table 8-53I—Encoding of User Position subfield

User Position subfield .
User position
value
00 0
01 1
10 2
11 3

If the Membership Status subfield for a group ID is 0 (meaning the STA is not a member of that group), then
the corresponding User Position subfield in the User Position Array field is reserved.

The User Position subfields for group ID 0 (transmissions to AP) and group ID 63 (downlink SU
transmissions) are reserved.
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8.4.2 Information elements

8.4.2.1 General

IEEE
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Insert the following rows into Table 8-54 in numeric order, and change the reserved values accordingly:

Table 8-54—Element IDs

Element Element ID Ié?:fntexl;?iii:((l)icct?t‘;;l Extensible

VHT Capabilities (see 8.4.2.160) 191 14 Yes
VHT Operation (see 8.4.2.161) 192 7 Yes
Extended BSS Load (see 8.4.2.162) 193 8 Yes
Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch (see 8.4.2.163) 194 5 Yes
VHT Transmit Power Envelope (see 8.4.2.164) 195 Sor7 Yes
Channel Switch Wrapper (see 8.4.2.165) 196 7 to 257 Subelements
AID (see 8.4.2.166) 197 4

Quiet Channel 198 3or9 Yes
Operating Mode Notification 199 3 Yes

8.4.2.3 Supported Rates element

Change Table 8-55 as follows:

Table 8-55—BSS membership selector value encoding

Value

Feature

Interpretation

127

HT PHY

Support for the mandatory features of Clause 20 is required in order
to join the BSS that was the source of the Supported Rates element or
Extended Supported Rates element containing this value.

VHT PHY

Support for the mandatory features of Clause 22 is required in order
to join the BSS that was the source of the Supported Rates element or
Extended Supported Rates element containing this value.

8.4.2.10 Country element

Change 8.4.2.10 (including inserting Figure 8-90a to Figure 8-90d) as follows:

The Country element contains the information required to allow a STA to identify the regulatory domain in
which the STA is located and to configure its PHY for operation in that regulatory domain. The format of
this element is as shown in Figure 8-90.
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Fhese-three-fields-are-repeated;-
) G
First G Maxi
» / Numberof- T :
Cedntry- Ghannels+ PRad-
Elementib Length Operating- : Powertevel
String Extension- Operating +Coverage- ti-needed)
o Class
ldentifier Class
Oetets: 4 4 3 4 4 4 S-ert
Element ID Length Country String Triplet npe%ge(%]
Octets: 1 1 3 Qx3 Oor1

Figure 8-90—Country element format

The element ID for this element is set to the value for Country, specified in Table 8-54. The length of the
element is Varlable as the element fﬁay—contams the variable- 1ength Trmlet field. mefe—th-&ﬁ—eﬂe—mp}ef

If dot1 10OperatingClassesRequired is false, then the Triplet field is a single Subband Triplet Sequence field,
as shown in Figure 8-90a, that is composed of O Subband Triplet fields, where Q is one or more. The format
of the Subband Triplet field is shown in Figure 8-90b.

One or more

Subband
Triplet

Octets: 3

Figure 8-90a—Subband Triplet Sequence format

. Maximum
FigiChonnel | Numberol | Tranami
e E—— Power Level
Octets: 1 1 1

Figure 8-90b—Subband Triplet field

If dotl1OperatingClassesRequired is true, then the Triplet field is composed of zero or more Subband
Triplet fields followed by one or more Operating/Subband Sequences, as shown in Figure 8-90c. Each
Operating/Subband Sequence is composed of one Operating Triplet field followed by one Subband Triplet
Sequence field, as shown in Figure 8-90d. Each Subband Triplet Sequence field is composed of zero or

more Subband Triplet fields. If dotl 1OperatingClassesRequired is true, the number of triplets in the Triplet
M

fieldis O = N+ Z (1 + P(m)) , where N is the total number of Subband Triplet fields and M is the total

m=1
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number of Operating/Subband Sequences contained in Country element and P(m) is the number of Subband
Triplet fields making up Operating/Subband Sequence field m.

One or more indexed by
m=12 ..M. (M>1)

Zero or more

Operating/Subband
Sequence

Octets: 3 3

Subband Triplet

Figure 8-90c—Triplet field if dot110peraratingClassRequired is true

Operating Triplet

Subband Triplet Sequence
Operating . made up of P(m) Subband
Extension Q%elrﬂg_ Coc\/ﬂe_ Triplet fields, where P(m) >0
Identifier 888 Class
Octets: 1 1 1 3P(m

Figure 8-90d—Format of m-th Operating/Subband Sequence field

The number QO of Subband fields or Operating triplet fields in the element is determined by the Length field.

An operating class for an 80+80 MHz channel width is expressed by two consecutive Operating/Subband
Sequences, where the first Operating/Subband Sequence field contains an Operating Triplet field indicating
an 80 MHz Channel Spacing with an 80+ Behavior Limit and the second Operating/Subband Sequence field
contains an Operating Triplet field indicating an 80 MHz Channel Spacing without an 80+ Behavior Limit.

Operating/Subband Sequence fields that contain an Operating Class field for which the “Channel Spacing
(MHz)” column in the appropriate table in Annex E equals 80 or 160 contain zero Subband Triplet fields.

NOTE 1—Any Operating Triplet field indicating 80 MHz, 160 MHz, and 80+80 MHz can be omitted from the Country
element (see 9.18.5).

NOTE 2—The VHT Transmit Power Envelope element is always used for TPC for 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz
operating classes instead of Subband Triplet fields (see 10.39.1).

The first octet in each Subband Triplet field or Operating Triplet field contains an unsigned integer and
identifies the type of field. If the integer has a value less than or equal to 200, then the field is a Subband

Triplet field. If the integer has a value of 201 or greater, then the field is an Operating Triplet field.

The minimum length of the element is 8 octets.

The Country String field of the element is 3 octets in length. The AP and mesh STA set this field to the value
contained in the dotl1CountryString attribute before transmission in a Beacon or Probe Response frame.
Upon reception of this element, a STA sets the value of the dotl1CountryString to the value contained in
this field. The three octets of the Country String have additional structure as defined by dotl1CountryString

(see Annex C).

The First Channel Number/Operating Extensionldentifier field is-eetetinlength-Ifthe field-has-apesitive
integer-valueless-than 204 thenit-eontainsapesitive-integer-valuethat indicates the lowest channel number
in the Subband Triplet ficld subband—deseribed-in-thiselement. Thegreup-oef-channels-deseribed-byeach
pair-ofthe-No channel is indicated by more than one pair of First Channel Number and the-Number of
Channels fields within a Subband Triplet Sequence field-do-net-have-overlapping-channelidentifiers. [For
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example, the (First Channel Number, Number of Channels) pairs (2, 4) and (5, 2) in 2.4 GHz each indicate
channel 5 everlap—and, therefore, are not used within the same Subband Triplet Sequence field-tegether.|
The First Channel Numbers are monotonically increasing_within a Subband Triplet Sequence field-where

1ot 1 OncratingClassesRomired .

The Number of Channels subfield ef-the-subelement-is 1 octet in length. Outside the 2.4 GHz band, the

channel numbers that are included in a group of channels are separated by the operating channel width. For
Subband Triplet fields that are not within an Operating/Subband Sequence field, the operating channel width
is 20 MHz. For Subband Triplet fields that are within an Operating/Subband Sequence field, the operating
channel width is as indicated by the operating class in the same Operating/Subband Sequence field. In the
2.4 GHz band, the channel numbers that are included in a group of channels are separated by 5 MHz (for
both 20 and 40 MHz operating channel width), except that channel 14 is treated as if it were 5 MHz above

channel 13.

NOTE—For example, the channels 1 to 11 in the 2.4 GHz band can be represented using one Subband Triplet subfield
with First Channel Number = 1 and Number of Channels = 11. The channels 36, 40, 44 and 48 with 20 MHz operating
channel width in the 5 GHz band can be represented using one Subband Triplet subfield with First Channel Number = 36
and Number of Channels = 4. The six channels 183, 184, 185, 187, 188 and 189 (but not 186) with 10 MHz operating
channel width can be represented using three Subband Triplet subfields: one with First Channel Number = 183 and
Number of Channels = 4, one with First Channel Number = 184 and Number of Channels = 1 and one with First Channel
Number = 188 and Number of Channels = 1.

The Maximum Transmit Power Level field is a signed number and is 1 octet in length. #The Maximum
Transmit Power Level field indicates the maximum power, in dBm, allowed to be transmitted. As the
method of measurement for maximum transmit power level differs by regulatory domain, the value in this
field is interpreted according to the regulations applicable for the domain identified by the Country String.

An operating class is an index into a set of values for radio equipment sets of rules. The Operating Class
field is 1 octet in length.

A coverage class is an index into a set of values for aAirPropagationTime. The Coverage Class field is 1
octet in length.

The Coverage Class field of the eperatingtriplet Operating Triplet field specifies the aAirPropagationTime
characteristic used in BSS operation, as shown in Table 8-56. The characteristic aAirPropagationTime
describes variations in actual propagation time that are accounted for in a BSS and, together with maximum
transmit power level, allow control of BSS diameter.

The Pad field is 0 or 1 octet in length. The length of the Country element is evenly divisible by 2. The Pad is
used to add a single octet to the element if the length is not evenly divisible by 2. The value of the Pad field
is 0.

8.4.2.17 Power Capability element
Change the third and fourth paragraphs in 8.4.2.17 as follows:
The Minimum Transmit Power Capability field is set to the nominal minimum transmit power with which

the STA is capable of transmitting in the current channel, with a tolerance + 5 dB. The field is coded as a
signed integer in units of decibels relative to 1 mW. Further interpretation of this field is defined in 10.8.3.
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The Maximum Transmit Power Capability field is set to the nominal maximum transmit power with which
the STA is capable of transmitting in the current channel, with a tolerance + 5 dB. The field is coded as a
signed integer in units of decibels relative to 1 mW. Further interpretation of this field is defined in 10.8.3.

8.4.2.22 Secondary Channel Offset element

Change the first paragraph of 8.4.2.22 as follows:

The Secondary Channel Offset element is used by an AP in a BSS, a STA in an IBSS, or a mesh STA in an
MBSS together-with-the-Channel Switech-Announcementelement-when changing to a new 40 MHz or wider
channel. The format of the Secondary Channel Offset element is shown in Figure 8-103.

8.4.2.23 Measurement Request element

8.4.2.23.2 Basic request

Change the second paragraph of 8.4.2.23.2 as follows:

The Channel Number field is set to the channel number for which the measurement request applies {as
defined-in18-3-84-3) where the channel number is a value from the “Channel set” column in Table E-4, in a

row having the same value in the “Channel spacing (MHz)” column as the width of the primary channel of
the BSS.

8.4.2.23.3 CCA request
Change the second paragraph of 8.4.2.23.3 as follows:

The Channel Number field is set to the channel number for which the measurement request applies {as
defined-in18-3-84-3) where the channel number is a value from the “Channel set” column in Table E-4, in a
row having the same value in the “Channel spacing (MHz)” column as the width of the primary channel of
the BSS.

8.4.2.23.4 RPI histogram request
Change the second paragraph of 8.4.2.23.4 as follows:

The Channel Number field is set to the channel number for which the measurement request applies {as
definedin18-3-8-4-3) where the channel number is a value from the “Channel set” column in Table E-4, in a
row having the same value in the “Channel spacing (MHz)” column as the width of the primary channel of
the BSS.

8.4.2.23.5 Channel Load request

Change the second and third paragraphs of 8.4.2.23.5 (including combining them into one paragraph),
and insert a subsequent note and new third paragraph as follows:

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is not included, the Operating Class field indicates the

operating class that identifies the channel set for which the measurement request applies. The Country,
Operating Class, and Channel Number fields together specify the channel frequency and spacing for which
the measurement request applies. Valid valaes—ef-Operating—Class—operating classes are shewn-listed in
Annex E, excluding operating classes that encompass a primary channel but do not identify the location of
the primary channel. The Channel Number field indicates the channel number for which the measurement
request applies. Channel Nnumber is defined within an Operating—Class—operating class as shown in
Annex E.
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NOTE—Examples of operating classes that encompass a primary channel but do not identify the location of the primary
channel are operating classes with a value of 80 or 160 in the “Channel Spacing (MHz)” column in the applicable table
in Annex E.

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is included, the fields in the Wide Bandwidth Channel
Switch subelement indicate the channel for which the measurement request applies, and the Operating Class
field and Channel Number field together specify the primary channel and primary 40 MHz channel within
the channel identified by the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement.

Change Table 8-60 as follows:

Table 8-60—Optional subelement IDs for Channel Load Request

Subelement ID Name Length field Extensible
(octets)
0 Reserved
1 Channel Load Reporting Information 2 Yes
2-162220 Reserved
163 Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch 3 Yes
164-220 Reserved
221 Vendor Specific 1 to 244
222-255 Reserved

Insert the following paragraph before the last paragraph of 8.4.2.23.5:

The Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement has the same format as the corresponding element (see
8.4.2.163), with the constraint that the New Channel Width field indicates an 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or
80+80 MHz operating channel width.

8.4.2.23.6 Noise Histogram Request

Change the second and third paragraphs of 8.4.2.23.6 (including combining them into one paragraph),
and insert a new third paragraph as follows:

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is not included, the Operating Class field indicates the
operating class that identifies the channel set for which the measurement request applies. The Country,
Operating Class, and Channel Number fields together specify the channel frequency and spacing for which
the measurement request applies. Valid values—ef-Operating—Class—operating classes are shewsn-listed in
Annex E, excluding operating classes that encompass a primary channel but do not identify the location of
the primary channel. The Channel Number field indicates the channel number for which the measurement

request applies. Channel Nnumber is defined within an Operating-Class-operating class as shown in Annex
E.

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is included, the fields in the Wide Bandwidth Channel
Switch subelement indicate the channel for which the measurement request applies, and the Operating Class
and Channel Number together specify the primary channel and primary 40 MHz channel within the channel
identified by the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement.

76 106 Copyright © 2013 IEEE. All rights reserved.



IEEE
FOR VERY HIGH THROUGHPUT FOR OPERATION IN BANDS BELOW 6 GHz Std 802.11ac-2013

Change Table 8-62 as follows:

Table 8-62—Optional subelement IDs for Noise Histogram Request

Subelement ID Name Length field Extensible
(octets)
0 Reserved
1 Noise Histogram Reporting Information 2 Yes
2-162220 Reserved
163 Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch 3 Yes
164-220 Reserved
221 Vendor Specific 1 to 244
222-255 Reserved

Insert the following paragraph before the last paragraph of 8.4.2.23.6:

The Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement has the same format as the corresponding element (see
8.4.2.163), with the constraint that the New Channel Width field indicates an 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or
80+80 MHz operating channel width.

8.4.2.23.7 Beacon Request

Change the second and third paragraphs (including creating several new paragraphs) in 8.4.2.23.7 as
follows:

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is not included, the Operating Class field indicates the

operating class that identifies the channel set for which the measurement request applies. The Country,
Operating Class, and Channel Number fields together specify the channel frequency and spacing for which
the measurement request applies. Valid values—ef-Operating—Class—operating classes are shewn-listed in
Annex E.

For operating classes that encompass a primary channel but do not identify the location of the primary
channel, the Channel Number field value is either 0 or 255; otherwise, the Channel Number field value is 0

255, or Channel- Number—indieates-the channel number for which the measurement request applies_and-
Channel Number is defined within an Operating-Class-operating class as shown in Annex E.

For operating classes that identify the location of the primary channel, aA Channel Number field value of 0
indicates a request to make iterative measurements for all supported channels in the Operating—Class

operating class where the measurement is permitted on the channel and the channel is valid for the current
regulatory domain.

For operating classes that encompass a primary channel but do not identify the location of the primary
channel, a Channel Number field value of 0 indicates a request to make iterative measurements for all
primary channel positions within all requested and supported channels where the measurement is permitted
on the channel and the channel is valid for the current regulatory domain.
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For operating classes that identify the location of the primary channel, aA Channel Number field value of
255 indicates a request to make iterative measurements for all supported channels in the current Operating

Class operating class listed in the latest AP Channel Report received from the serving AP.

For operating classes that encompass a primary channel but do not identify the location of the primary
channel, a Channel Number field value of 255 indicates a request to make iterative measurements for all
primary channel positions within all channels listed in the AP Channel Report subelement where the channel

is supported, the measurement is permitted on the channel, and the channel is valid for the current regulatory
domain. The procedures for iterative measurements on multiple channels are described in 10.11.9.1.

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is included, the fields in the Wide Bandwidth Channel
Switch subelement indicate the channel for which the measurement report applies, and the Operating Class
and Channel Number fields together specify the primary channel and primary 40 MHz channel within the
channel identified by the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement.

Change the following rows in Table 8-65 as follows:

Table 8-65—Optional subelement IDs for Beacon Report

Subelement ID Name Length field Extensible
(octets)
52-162226 Reserved
163 Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch 3 Yes
164-220 Reserved

Change the second to last paragraph of 8.4.2.23.7 as follows:

The Request, AP Channel Report, and Vendor Specific subelements have the same format as their
corresponding elements (see 8.4.2.13, 8.4.2.38, and 8.4.2.28, respectively). Multiple AP Channel Report and
Vendor Specific subelements can be included in the list of optional subelements. An AP Channel Report
subelement containing an operating class with an 80+ Behavior Limit (as defined in Annex E) is interpreted
in conjunction with following AP Channel Report elements as defined in 10.11.9.1.

8.4.2.23.8 Frame request

Change the second and third paragraphs of 8.4.2.23.8 (including combining them into one paragraph),
and insert a new third paragraph as follows:

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is not included, the Operating Class field indicates the
operating class that identifies the channel set for which the measurement request applies. The Country,
Operating Class, and Channel Number fields together specify the channel frequency and spacing for which
the measurement request applies. Valid values—ef-Operating—Class—operating classes are shewsn-listed in
Annex E, excluding operating classes that encompass a primary channel but do not identify the location of
the primary channel. The Channel Number field indicates the channel number for which the measurement
report applies. Channel Nnumber is defined within an Operating-Class-operating class as shown in Annex E.

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is included, the fields in the Wide Bandwidth Channel
Switch subelement indicate the channel for which the measurement request applies, and the Operating Class
and Channel Number fields together specify the primary channel and primary 40 MHz channel within the
channel identified by the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement.

78 108 Copyright © 2013 IEEE. All rights reserved.



IEEE
FOR VERY HIGH THROUGHPUT FOR OPERATION IN BANDS BELOW 6 GHz Std 802.11ac-2013

Change Table 8-68 as follows:

Table 8-68—Optional subelement IDs for frame request

Subelement ID Name Length field Extensible
(octets)
0-162220 Reserved
163 Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch 3 Yes
164-220 Reserved
221 Vendor Specific 1 to 137
222-255 Reserved

Insert the following paragraph before the last paragraph of 8.4.2.23.8:

The Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement has the same format as the corresponding element (see
8.4.2.163), with the constraint that the New Channel Width field indicates an 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or
80+80 MHz operating channel width.

8.4.2.24 Measurement Report element

8.4.2.24.2 Basic report

Change the second paragraph of 8.4.2.24.2 as follows:

The Channel Number field is set to the channel number to which the basic report applies (as-defined—in
483843y where the Channel Number is a value from the “Channel set” column in Table E-4, in a row

having the same value in the “Channel spacing (MHz)” column as the width of the primary channel of the
BSS.

8.4.2.24.3 CCA report
Change the second paragraph of 8.4.2.24.3 as follows:

The Channel Number field contains the channel number to which the CCA report applies (as-defined—in
18:3-8-4-3) where the Channel Number is a value from the “Channel set” column in Table E-4, in a row

having the same value in the “Channel spacing (MHz)” column as the width of the primary channel of the
BSS.

8.4.2.24.4 RPI histogram report
Change the second paragraph of 8.4.2.24.4 as follows:

The Channel Number field is set to the channel number to which the RPI histogram report applies ¢as
definedin18-3-8:4-3) where the Channel Number is a value from the “Channel set” column in Table E-4, in

a row having the same value in the “Channel spacing (MHz)” column as the width of the primary channel of
the BSS.
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8.4.2.24.5 Channel Load request

Change the second and third paragraphs of 8.4.2.24.5 (including combining them into one paragraph),
and insert a new note and new third paragraph as follows:

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is not included, the Operating Class field indicates the

operating class that identifies the channel set for which the measurement request applies. The Country,
Operating Class, and Channel Number fields together specify the channel frequency and spacing for which
the measurement request applies. Valid valaes—ef-Operating—Class—operating classes are shewn-listed in
Annex E, excluding operating classes that encompass a primary channel but do not identify the location of
the primary channel. The Channel Number field indicates the channel number for which the measurement

request applies. Channel Nnumber is defined within an Operating—Class—operating class as shown in
Annex E.

NOTE—Examples of operating classes that encompass a primary channel but do not identify the location of the primary
channel are operating classes with a value of 80 or 160 in the “Channel Spacing (MHz)” column of the applicable table
in Annex E.

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is included, the fields in the Wide Bandwidth Channel
Switch subelement indicate the channel for which the measurement request applies, and the Operating Class

and Channel Number fields together specify the primary channel and primary 40 MHz channel within the
channel identified by the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement.

Change Table 8-83 as follows:

Table 8-83—Optional subelement IDs for Channel Load Report

Subelement ID Name Length field Extensible
(octets)
0-162220 Reserved
163 Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch 3 Yes
164-220 Reserved
221 Vendor Specific 1 to 237
222-255 Reserved

Insert the following paragraph before the last paragraph of 8.4.2.24.5:

The Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement has the same format as the corresponding element (see
8.4.2.163), with the constraint that the New Channel Width field indicates an 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or
80+80 MHz operating channel width.

8.4.2.24.6 Noise Histogram Report

Change the second and third paragraphs of 8.4.2.24.6 (including combining them into one paragraph),
and insert a new third paragraph as follows:

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is not included, the Operating Class field indicates the
operating class that identifies the channel set for which the measurement request applies. The Country,
Operating Class, and Channel Number fields together specify the channel frequency and spacing for which
the measurement request applies. Valid values—ef-Operating—Class—operating classes are shewsn-listed in
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Annex E, excluding operating classes that encompass a primary channel but do not identify the location of
the primary channel. The Channel Number field indicates the channel number for which the measurement

report applies. Channel Nnumber is defined within an Operating-Class-operating class as shown in Annex E.

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is included, the fields in the Wide Bandwidth Channel
Switch subelement indicate the channel for which the measurement report applies, and the Operating Class
and Channel Number together specify the primary channel and primary 40 MHz channel within the channel
identified by the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement.

Change Table 8-85 as follows:

Table 8-85—Optional subelement IDs for Noise Histogram Report

Subelement ID Name Length field Extensible
(octets)
0-162220 Reserved
163 Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch 3 Yes
164-220 Reserved
221 Vendor Specific 1to 225
222-255 Reserved

8.4.2.24.7 Beacon Report

Change the second and third paragraphs of 8.4.2.24.7, and insert a new fourth paragraph as follows:

The Operating Class field indicates the operating class that identifies the channel set of the received Beacon
or Probe Response frame ehannelsetfor-which-the-measurement-request-applies. The Country, Operating

Class, and Channel Number fields together specify the channel frequency and spacing of the received

Beacon or Probe Response frame fer-which-the-measurementrequestapplies. Valid values-ef Operating
Class operating classes are shewslisted in Annex E.

The Channel Number field indicates the channel number of the received Beacon or Probe Response frame

for-which-the-measurementrepert-applies. Channel Nnumber is defined within an Operating-Class-operating

class as shown in Annex E.

If the PPDU carrying the received frame comprises noncontiguous frequency segments, the Operating Class

and Channel Number fields identify the center frequency of frequency segment 0, and a Wide Bandwidth
Channel Switch subelement is included.

8.4.2.24.8 Frame Report

Change the second and third paragraphs of 8.4.2.24.8 (including combining them into one paragraph),
and insert a new third paragraph as follows:

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is not included, the Operating Class field indicates the
operating class that identifies the channel set for which the measurement request applies. The Country,
Operating Class, and Channel Number fields together specify the channel frequency and spacing for which
the measurement request applies. Valid values—ef-Operating—Class—operating classes are shewsn-listed in

Annex E, excluding operating classes that encompass a primary channel but do not identify the location of
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the primary channel. The Channel Number field indicates the channel number for which the measurement
report applies. Channel Nnumber is defined within an Operating-Class-operating class as shown in Annex E.

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is included, the fields in the Wide Bandwidth Channel
Switch subelement indicate the channel for which the measurement report applies, and the Operating Class

and Channel Number fields together specify the primary channel and primary 40 MHz channel within the
channel identified by the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement.

Change Table 8-87 as follows:

Table 8-87—Optional subelement IDs for Frame Report

Subelement ID Name Length field Extensible

(octets)
0 Reserved

1 Frame Count Report 0to 228
2-162220 Reserved

163 Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch 3 Yes

164-220 Reserved

221 Vendor Specific 1 to 238
222-255 Reserved

Insert the following paragraph as the second to last paragraph of 8.4.2.24.8:

The Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement has the same format as the corresponding element (see
8.4.2.163), with the constraint that the New Channel Width field indicates an 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or
80+80 MHz operating channel width.

8.4.2.27 RSNE

8.4.2.27.1 General

Change all (13) instances of “CCMP” to “CCMP-128” and the one instance of “BIP” to “BIP-CMAC-
1287 in the note in this subclause.

8.4.2.27.2 Cipher suites

Insert the following paragraph after the third paragraph (“The Pairwise Cipher Suite List field ...”) of
8.4.2.27.2:

The use of GCMP as a group cipher suite with a pairwise cipher suite other than GCMP is not supported.
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Change the following rows in Table 8-99, insert the new rows into the table in numeric order, and change
the reserved values accordingly:

Table 8-99—Cipher suite selectors

oul Suite type Meaning

00-0F-AC 4 CCMP-128 — default pairwise cipher suite and default
group cipher suite for data frames in an RSNA

00-0F-AC 6 BIP-CMAC-128—default group management cipher
suite in an RSNA with management frame protection
enabled

00-0F-AC 8 GCMP-128 — default for a DMG STA

00-0F-AC 9 GCMP-256

00-0F-AC 10 CCMP-256

00-0F-AC 11 BIP-GMAC-128

00-0F-AC 12 BIP-GMAC-256

00-0F-AC 13 BIP-CMAC-256

Change the now tenth paragraph of 8.4.2.27.2 as follows:
The cipher suite selector 00-0F-AC:4 (CCMP-128) is the default cipher suite value.

Change the following rows in Table 8-100, and insert the new rows at the end of the table:

Table 8-100—Cipher suite usage

Cipher suite selector GTK PTK IGTK
CCMP-128 Yes Yes No
BIP-CMAC-128 No No Yes
GCMP-128 Yes Yes No
GCMP-256 Yes Yes No
CCMP-256 Yes Yes No
BIP-GMAC-128 No No Yes
BIP-GMAC-256 No No Yes
BIP-CMAC-256 No No Yes
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Insert the following rows in Table 8-101 in numeric order, and change the reserved values accordingly:

Table 8-101—AKM suite selectors

Meaning
(010) 1 Suite type ..
Authentication type Key management type Key dt;:)l:atwn

00-0F-AC 11 Authentication negotiated RSNA key management as Defined in
over IEEE 802.1X or using | defined in 11.6 or using 11.6.1.7.2 using
PMKSA caching as defined | PMKSA caching as defined HMAC-SHA256
in 11.5.9.3 using a Suite B in 11.5.9.3 with HMAC-
compliant EAP method SHA256
supporting EC of
GF(p=256)

00-0F-AC 12 Authentication negotiated RSNA key management as Defined in
over IEEE 802.1X or using | defined in 11.6 or using 11.6.1.7.2 using
PMKSA caching as defined | PMKSA caching as defined HMAC-SHA384
in 11.5.9.3 using a Suite B in 11.5.9.3 with HMAC-
compliant EAP method SHA384
supporting EC of
GP(p=384)

00-0F-AC 13 FT authentication FT key management as Defined in
negotiated over IEEE defined in 11.6.1.7 with 11.6.1.7.2 using
802.1X HMAC-SHA384 HMAC-SHA384

Insert the following paragraph at the end of 8.4.2.27.3:

The AKM suite selector value 00-0F-AC:11 shall be used only with cipher suite selector values 00-0F-AC:8
(GCMP-128) and 00-0F-AC:11 (BIP-GMAC-128). The AKM suite selector value 00-0F-AC:12 shall be
used only with cipher suite selector values 00-0F-AC:9 (GCMP-256), 00-0F-AC:10 (CCMP-256), 00-0F-
AC:13 (BIP-CMAC-256), and 00-0F-AC:12 (BIP-GMAC-256).

8.4.2.29 Extended Capabilities element

Insert the following rows in Table 8-103, and change the reserved bits accordingly:

Table 8-103—Capabilities field

Bit Information Description

61 TDLS Wider
Bandwidth

The TDLS Wider Bandwidth subfield indicates whether the STA supports a
wider bandwidth than the BSS bandwidth for a TDLS direct link on the base
channel. The field is set to 1 to indicate that the STA supports a wider bandwidth
on the base channel and to 0 to indicate that the STA does not support a wider
bandwidth on the base channel. A 160 MHz bandwidth is defined to be identical
to an 80+80 MHz bandwidth (i.e., one is not wider than the other).
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Table 8-103—Capabilities field (continued)

Bit Information Description
62 Operating Mode If dot110OperatingModeNotificationlmplemented is true, the Operating Mode
Notification Notification field is set to 1 to indicate support for reception of the Operating

Mode Notification element and the Operating Mode Notification frame.

If dot110OperatingModeNotificationlmplemented is false or not present, the
Operating Mode Notification field is set to 0 to indicate lack of support for
reception of the Operating Mode Notification element and the Operating Mode
Notification frame.

63—-64 Max Number Of Indicates the maximum number of MSDUSs in an A-MSDU that the STA is able
MSDUs In A- to receive:

MSDU Set to 0 to indicate that no limit applies.

Setto 1 for 32.

Set to 2 for 16.

Set to 3 for 8

Reserved, if A-MSDU is not supported.

8.4.2.31 EDCA Parameter Set element

Change Table 8-105 as follows:

Table 8-105—Default EDCA Parameter Set element parameter values
if dot110CBActivated is false

TXOP limit
. For PHYs defined
AC CWmin CWmax AIFSN | gor PHYs defined in Clause 18, Other
in Clause 16 and Clause 19, and-
Clause 17 Clause 20, and PHYs
Clause 22
AC BK aCWmin aCWmax 7 0 0 0
AC BE aCWmin aCWmax 3 0 0 0
AC VI (aCWmin+1)/2 — 1 aCWmin 2 6.016 ms 3.008 ms 0
AC_VO | (aCWmin+1)/4 -1 (aCWmin+1)/2 — 1 2 3.264 ms 1.504 ms 0

8.4.2.38 AP Channel Report element
Change the first paragraph of 8.4.2.38 as follows:

The AP Channel Report element contains a list of channels where a STA is likely to find an AP. The format
of the AP Channel Report element is shown in Figure 8-214. See +8-44-6 10.11.18 for details.
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8.4.2.39 Neighbor Report element

Change Figure 8-216 as follows:

BO B42
B1 B2 B3 B4 B9 B10 B11 B12 B13 B31
AP . _—_ Mobility High Very High
Reachability Security [ Key Scope | Capabilities | {ooi Throughput | Throughput Reserved
Bits: 2 1 1 6 1 1 1 2019

Figure 8-216—BSSID Information field

Insert the following paragraph after the 11th paragraph (“The High Throughput bit...”) of 8.4.2.39:

The Very High Throughput bit is set to 1 to indicate that the AP represented by this BSSID is a VHT AP
and that the VHT Capabilities element, if included as a subelement in the report, is identical in content to the
VHT Capabilities element included in the AP’s Beacon.

Change the now 13th, 14th, and 15th paragraphs of 8.4.2.39 as follows:
Bits 121331 are reserved.

Operating Class field indicates the channel set of the AP indicated by this BSSID. The Country, Operating
Class, and Channel Number fields together specify the channel frequency and spacing for the channel on
which the Beacon frames are being transmitted for the BSS being reportedAP-indieated-by—this BSSID.
Valid values-ef Operating-Class-operating classes are shewa-listed in Annex E.

The Channel Number field indicates the last known eperating primary channel of the AP indicated by this
BSSID. Channel Nnumber is defined within an Operating-Class-operating class as shown in Annex E.

Change Table 8-115 as follows:

Table 8-115—Optional subelement IDs for neighbor report

Subelement ID Name Le(r:)gcttl;tf;;e 1d Extensible
722206190 Reserved
191 VHT Capabilities 12 Yes
192 VHT Operation 5 Yes
193-220 Reserved

Insert the following paragraphs after the now 27th paragraph (“The Secondary Channel Offset
subelement ...”) of 8.4.2.39:

The VHT Capabilities subelement is the same as the VHT Capabilities element as defined in 8.4.2.160.

The VHT Operation subelement is the same as the VHT Operation element as defined in 8.4.2.161.
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8.4.2.40 RCPI element
Change the last paragraph of 8.4.2.40 as follows:

The RCPI field contains an RCPI value as specified for certain PHY's in Clause 16, Clause 18, Clause 17,
Clause 19, and-Clause 20, and Clause 22.

8.4.2.48 Multiple BSSID element
Change the fourth bullet in the dashed list of the eighth paragraph of 8.4.2.48 as follows:

The Nontransmitted BSSID Profile subelement contains a list of elements for one or more APs or DMG
STAs that have nontransmitted BSSIDs and is defined as follows:

— The Timestamp and Beacon Interval fields, DS Parameter Set, FH Parameter Set, IBSS Parameter
Set, Country, FH Parameters, FH Pattern Table, Channel Switch Assignment, Extended Channel
Switch Announcement, Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch, VHT Transmit Power Envelope,
Supported Operating Classes, IBSS DFS, ERP Information, HT Capabilities,~and HT Operation,
VHT Capabilities, and VHT Operation elements are not included in the Nontransmitted BSSID
Profile field; the values of these elements for each nontransmitted BSSID are always the same as the
corresponding transmitted BSSID element values.

8.4.2.56 Supported Operating Classes element
Change 8.4.2.56, including inserting two new figures (Figure 8-246a and Figure 8-246b), as follows:
The Supported Operating Classes element is used by a STA to advertise the operating classes that it is

capable of operating with in this country. The format of the Supported Operating Classes element is shown
in Figure 8-246.

Current CurrentOperating Operating
: Operatin Class Extension Class Duple

Element ID Length Opéeratmg Cplassesg Sequence Sequence

lass (optional) (optional)

Octets: 1 1 1 variable variable

variable
Figure 8-246—Supported Operating Classes element format
The value of the Length field of the Supported Operating Classes element is between 2 and 253.

The Current Operating Class eetet field, concatenated with the Current Operating Class Extension field
within the Current Operating Class Extension Sequence field if present, indicates the operating class in use
for transmission and reception. If the operating class in use is a single octet, the Current Operating Class

Extension Sequence field is not present. If the operating class in use is more than a single octet, then the
Current Operating Class Extension Sequence field is present, and the concatenation of the Current Operating

Class field with the Current Operating Class Extension Sequence field comprises N (where N > 0) Operating
Class octets with an 80+ Behavior Limit followed by one Operating Class octet without an 80+ Behavior

Limit (as defined in Annex E).

The Operating Classes field lists in ascending order all single-octet operating classes that the STA is capable

of operating with in this country. The Operating Classes field terminates immediately before a
OneHundredAndThirty Delimiter (see Figure 8-246a), a Zero Delimiter (see Figure 8-246b), or the end of

the element.
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The format of the optional Current Operating Class Extension Sequence field is shown in Figure 8-246a.

one or more entries

. - Current Operating
OneHundredAndThirty Delimiter Class Extension

Octets: 1 variable

Figure 8-246a—Current Operating Class Extension Sequence field format

The OneHundredAndThirty Delimiter field is set to 130.

The Current Operating Class Extension field comprises N (where N > 0) Operating Class octets with an 80+
Behavior Limit followed by one Operating Class octet without an 80+ Behavior Limit (as defined in Annex

E).

The format of the Operating Class Duple Sequence field is shown in Figure 8-246b.

one or more entries

- Operating Class
Zero Delimiter Duple List
Octets: 1 2n

Figure 8-246b—Operating Class Duple Sequence field format

The Zero Delimiter is set to 0.

The Operating Class Duple List subfield lists all two-octet operating classes that the STA is capable of
operating with in this country. Each operating class in the Operating Class Duple List subfield contains an
Operating Class octet with an 80+ Behavior Limit followed by one Operating Class octet without an 80+
Behavior Limit (as defined in Annex E). Operating classes are transmitted in ascending order using the first
octet in the operating class as the primary sort key and then the second octet in the operating class as the
secondary sort key. If there are no two-octet operating classes that the STA is capable of operating with in
this country, then the Operating Class Duple Sequence field is omitted from the Supported Operating

Classes element. The Operating Class Duple List subfield terminates immediately before another zero octet
or the end of the element.

The use of this element is described in +6-36-+ 10.10.2 and 10.11.9.1.
8.4.2.57 Management MIC element

Change Figure 8-247 as follows:

Element ID Length KeyID IPN MIC

Octets: 1 1 2 6 8orl6

Figure 8-247—Management MIC element format
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Change the third paragraph of 8.4.2.57 as follows:

The Length field is set to 16_or 24.

Change the last paragraph of 8.4.2.57 as follows:

The MIC field contains a message integrity code calculated over the robust management frame as specified

in 11.4.4.5 and 11.4.4.6._The length of the MIC field depends on the specific cipher negotiated and is either
8 octets (for BIP) or 16 octets (for BIP-CMAC-256, BIP-GMAC-128, and BIP-GMAC-256).

8.4.2.58 HT Capabilities element
8.4.2.58.2 HT Capabilities Info field

Change the following row in Table 8-124:

Table 8-124—Subfields of the HT Capabilities Info field

Subfield Definition Encoding
Supported Indicates the channel widths supported Set to 0 if only 20 MHz operation is supported
Channel Width | by the STA. See 10.15. Set to 1 if both 20 MHz and 40 MHz operation is
Set supported

This field is reserved when the transmitting or
receiving STA is operating in an Operating Class
that includes 20 in the Channel spacing (MHz)
column an-eperating-elass-that doesnotinclude-a-

>

of the appropriate table in Annex E.

8.4.2.58.4 Supported MCS Set field

Change the first paragraph of 8.4.2.58.4 as follows:

The Supported MCS Set field of the HT Capabilities element indicates which HT MCSs a STA supports.
Change the fifth paragraph of 8.4.2.58.4 as follows:

The Rx Highest Supported Data Rate subfield of the Supported MCS Set field defines the highest HT PPDU
data rate that the STA is able to receive, in units of 1 Mb/s, where 1 represents 1 Mb/s, and incrementing by
1 Mb/s steps to the value 1023, which represents 1023 Mb/s. If the maximum data rate expressed in Mb/s is

not an integer, then the value is rounded #p-down to the next integer. The value 0 indicates that this subfield
does not specify the highest HT PPDU data rate that the STA is able to receive; see 9.7.6.5.3.
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8.4.2.58.5 HT Extended Capabilities field

Change Figure 8-252 as follows:

BO B1 B2 B3 B7 B8 B9 B10 B11 B12 B15
F MCS +HTC-HT RD
PCO Transition Time Reserved Feedback Support Responder Reserved

Bits: 1 2 5 2 1 1 4

Figure 8-252—HT Extended Capabilities field

Change the following row in Table 8-127:

Table 8-127—Subfields of the HT Extended Capabilities field

Subfield Definition Encoding
+HTC-HT Indicates support of the HT variant HT Set to 0 if not supported
Support Control field. See 9.9. Set to 1 if supported

8.4.2.58.6 Transmit Beamforming Capabilities

Change the following rows in Table 8-128:

Table 8-128—Subfields of the Transmit Beamforming Capabilities field

Subfield Definition Encoding

CSI Number of Indicates the maximum number of beamformer Set to 0 for single Tx antenna sounding
Beamformer antennas the HT beamformee can support when Set to 1 for 2 Tx antenna sounding
Antennas Supported | CSI feedback is required Set to 2 for 3 Tx antenna sounding

Set to 3 for 4 Tx antenna sounding
Noncompressed Indicates the maximum number of beamformer Set to 0 for single Tx antenna sounding
Steering Number of | antennas the HT beamformee can support when Set to 1 for 2 Tx antenna sounding
Beamformer noncompressed beamforming feedback matrix is | Set to 2 for 3 Tx antenna sounding
Antennas Supported | required Set to 3 for 4 Tx antenna sounding
Compressed Indicates the maximum number of beamformer Set to 0 for single Tx antenna sounding
Steering Number of | antennas the HT beamformee can support when Set to 1 for 2 Tx antenna sounding
Beamformer compressed beamforming feedback matrix is Set to 2 for 3 Tx antenna sounding
Antennas Supported | required Set to 3 for 4 Tx antenna sounding
CSI Max Number of | Indicates the maximum number of rows of CSI Set to 0 for a single row of CSI
Rows Beamformer explicit feedback from the HT beamformee or Set to 1 for 2 rows of CSI
Supported calibration responder or transmit ASEL Set to 2 for 3 rows of CSI

responder that an HT beamformer or calibration Set to 3 for 4 rows of CSI
initiator or transmit ASEL initiator can support
when CSI feedback is required.
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8.4.2.59 HT Operation element

Change the following row in Table 8-130:

Table 8-130—HT Operation element fields and subfields

e . Reserved Reserved
Subfield Definition Encoding in IBSS? | in MBSS?
Basic MCS Set | Indicates the HT MCS values | The Basic MCS Set is a bitmap of N N

that are supported by all HT size 128 bits. Bit 0 corresponds to

STAs in the BSS. MCS 0. A bit is set to 1 to indicate

Present in Beacon, Probe support for that MCS and 0

Response, Mesh Peering otherwise.

Open, and Mesh Peering

Confirm frames. Otherwise, MCS values are defined in

reserved. 8.4.2.58.4.

8.4.2.69 Event Request element
8.4.2.69.4 Peer-to-Peer Link event request
Change the eighth paragraph of 8.4.2.69.4 as follows:

The Channel Number subelement(s) identifies identify the channel for the Peer-to-Peer links to be reported.
Excluding this subelement from the Event Request element indicates a request for Peer-to-Peer Link events
for any channel. The format of the Channel Number subelement is shown in Figure 8-280. The identified
channel is indicated by N+1 Channel Number subelements where the first N subelements contains an
Operating Class octet with an 80+ Behavior Limit and the last subelement contains an Operating Class octet
without an 80+ Behavior Limit (as defined in Annex E).

Change the 12th paragraph of 8.4.2.69.4 as follows:

The Channel Number field indicates the channel number, or center frequency index of the frequency
segment if the identified channel comprises noncontiguous frequency segments, of the Peer-to-Peer Link
events requested and included in the Peer-to-Peer Link event report. A Channel Number of 0 in all N+1
Channel Number subelements indicates a request to report any Peer-to-Peer Link event for any supported
channel in the specified filtering Operating Class.

8.4.2.70 Event Report element
8.4.2.70.4 Peer-to-Peer Link event report
Change the sixth paragraph of 8.4.2.70.4 follows:

The STA Tx Power field indicates the target transmit power at the antenna (i.e., EIRP) in dBm with a
tolerance of + 5 dB of the lowest basic rate of the reporting STA.
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8.4.2.71 Diagnostic Request element
8.4.2.71.5 Diagnostic Information subelement descriptions
Insert the following paragraph and note into 8.4.2.71.5 after Figure 8-290:

The set of current operating classes and channel widths of the AP is indicated by N+1 AP descriptor
subelements where the first NV subelements contain an Operating Class octet with an 80+ Behavior Limit and
the last subelement contains an Operating Class octet without an 80+ Behavior Limit (as defined in
Annex E).

NOTE—An 80+80 MHz AP sends four AP descriptor subelements for 20/40 MHz, 80 MHz, 80+ MHz (for the
secondary 80 MHz frequency segment), and 80 MHz (for the primary 80 MHz frequency segment).

Change the now 12th and 13th paragraphs of 8.4.2.71.5 as follows:

The Operating Class field contains an enumerated value from Annex E specifying a channel width or
frequency segment index and width (if the indicated channel comprises noncontiguous frequency segments
as well as the frequency band in which the Channel Number is valid.

The Channel Number field indicates the_a current operating channel, or a center frequency index of the
frequency segment (if the indicated channel comprises noncontiguous frequency segments), of the AP
identified by the BSSID in the AP Descriptor.

Insert the following row into Table 8-147 in numeric order, and change the reserved values accordingly:

Table 8-147—Power Save Mode definition

Power Save Mode Bit

TXOP Power Save 15

Change the now 52nd paragraph of 8.4.2.71.5 as follows:

The Tx Power field indicates the target transmit power level(s) at the antenna(s) (i.e., EIRP), where the
actual power is within +5 dB to the target. Each transmit power level is encoded in a single octet as a twos
complement value in dBm, rounded to the nearest integer. If the Tx Power Mode field is 0, then the Tx
Power field contains one or more transmit power levels in increasing numerical order. If the Tx Power Mode
field is 1, the Tx Power field contains the STA's minimum and nonzero maximum transmit power levels, in
that order.

8.4.2.73 Location Parameters element

8.4.2.73.3 Location Indication Channels subelement

Insert the following paragraph at the end of 8.4.2.73.3:

Channel Entry fields may be grouped together to identify a noncontiguous channel. A noncontiguous
channel is indicated by a group of N+1 Channel Entry fields where the first N Channel Entry fields contain

an Operating Class field with an 80+ Behavior Limit and the last Channel Entry field in the group contains
an Operating Class octet without an 80+ Behavior Limit (as defined in Annex E).
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8.4.2.73.5 Radio Information subelement
Change the fourth paragraph of 8.4.2.73.5 as follows:

The Transmit Power field is the transmit power used to transmit the current Location Track Notification
frame containing the Location Parameters element with the Radio Information subelement and is a signed
integer, 1 octet in length, reported as an EIRP in dBm. A value of —128 indicates that the transmit power is
unknown. The tolerance for the transmit power value reported in the Radio Information subelement is
+ 5 dB. This tolerance is defined as the maximum possible difference, in decibels, between the reported
power value and the total transmitted power across all antennas of the STA, which are measured when
transmitting Location Request frames.

8.4.2.73.8 Time of Departure subelement
Change the fifth paragraph of 8.4.2.73.8 as follows:

The TOD RMS field specifies the RMS time of departure error in units equal to 1/TOD Clock Rate, where
the TOD Clock Rate is specified in the TOD Clock Rate field, where the time of departure error equals the
difference between the TOD Timestamp field and the time of departure measured by a reference entity using
a clock synchronized to the start time and mean frequency of the local PHY entity’s clock. The TOD RMS
field is determined from aTxPmdTxStartRMS for a non-VHT PPDU or from aTxPHYTxStartRMS for a
VHT PPDU in units equal to 1/TOD Clock Rate, where the TOD Clock Rate is specified in the TOD Clock
Rate field.

8.4.2.88 Channel Usage element
Change the fifth paragraph of 8.4.2.88 as follows:

The Channel Entry field includes zero or more Operating Class and Channel pairs. The format of the

Channel Entry field is shown in Figure 8-313. Channel Entry fields may be grouped together to identify a
noncontiguous channel as described in 8.4.2.73.3.

Insert the following subclauses, 8.4.2.160 to 8.4.2.168 (including Figure 8-401bp to Figure 8-401cc and
Table 8-183v to Table 8-183z), after 8.4.2.159:

8.4.2.160 VHT Capabilities element
8.4.2.160.1 VHT Capabilities element structure
A VHT STA declares that it is a VHT STA by transmitting the VHT Capabilities element.

The VHT Capabilities element contains a number of fields that are used to advertise VHT capabilities of a
VHT STA. The VHT Capabilities element is defined in Figure 8-401bp.

Element Length VHT Capabilities Supported VHT-
9 Info MCS and NSS Set
Octets: 1 1 4 8

Figure 8-401bp—VHT Capabilities element format

The Element ID field is set to the value for VHT Capabilities element defined in Table 8-54.
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The Length field of the VHT Capabilities element is set to 12.

8.4.2.160.2 VHT Capabilities Info field

The structure of the VHT Capabilities Info field is defined in Figure 8-401bgq.

BO B1 B2 B3 B4 B5 B6 B7 B8 B10 B11 B12 B13 B15
Short Gl su
Maximum | Supported ShortGl | for 160 SuU
MPDU | Chamnel | (RX. |for80 | and | of8c | oT%c [Beamforme [Beamform ) Beamformee
Length Width Set MHz 80+80 r Capable Capable p Y
MHz P
Bits: 2 2 1 1 1 1 3 1 1 3
B16 B18 B19 B20 B21 B22 B23 B25 B26 B27 B28 B29 B30 B31
MU MU Maximum :
Number Of VHT VHT Link | Rx Antenna | Tx Antenna
Sounding Bena;gw:or Beag1eform TXOP +ggga-\bllg-r Al:gﬂnF;?hU Adaptation Pattern Pattern Reserved
Dimensions Capable | Capable PS Exponent Capable | Consistency | Consistency
3 1 1 1 1 3 2 1 1 2

Figure 8-401bq—VHT Capabilities Info field

The subfields of the VHT Capabilities Info field are defined in Table 8-183v.

Table 8-183v—Subfields of the VHT Capabilities Info field

Subfield Definition Encoding
Maximum MPDU Indicates the maximum MPDU Set to 0 for 3895 octets.
Length length (see 9.11). Set to 1 for 7991 octets.
Set to 2 for 11 454 octets.
The value 3 is reserved.
Supported Channel | Indicates the channel widths Set to 0 if the STA does not support either 160
Width Set supported by the STA. See or 80+80 MHz.
10.39. Set to 1 if the STA supports 160 MHz.
Set to 2 if the STA supports 160 MHz and
80+80 MHz.
The value 3 is reserved.
Rx LDPC Indicates support for receiving Set to 0 if not supported.
LDPC encoded packets. Set to 1 if supported.
Short GI for 80 Indicates short GI support for Set to 0 if not supported.
MHz the reception of packets Set to 1 if supported.
transmitted with TXVECTOR
parameters FORMAT equal to
VHT and CH_ BANDWIDTH
equal to CBWS0.
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Table 8-183v—Subfields of the VHT Capabilities Info field (continued)

Subfield

Definition

Encoding

Short GI for 160
and 80+80 MHz

Indicates short GI support for
the reception of packets
transmitted with TXVECTOR
parameters FORMAT equal to
VHT and CH_ BANDWIDTH
equal to CBW160 or
CBW80+80.

Set to 0 if not supported.
Set to 1 if supported.

Tx STBC

Indicates support for the
transmission of at least 2x1
STBC.

Set to 0 if not supported.
Set to 1 if supported.

Rx STBC

Indicates support for the
reception of PPDUs using
STBC.

Set to 0 for no support.

Set to 1 for support of one spatial stream.

Set to 2 for support of one and two spatial
streams.

Set to 3 for support of one, two, and three
spatial streams.

Set to 4 for support of one, two, three, and four
spatial streams.

The values 5, 6, 7 are reserved.

SU Beamformer
Capable

Indicates support for operation
as an SU beamformer (see
9.31.5).

Set to 0 if not supported.
Set to 1 if supported.

SU Beamformee
Capable

Indicates support for operation
as an SU beamformee (see
9.31.5).

Set to 0 if not supported.
Set to 1 if supported.

Beamformee STS

The maximum number of

If SU beamformee capable, set to maximum

Capability space-time streams that the STA | number of space-time streams that the STA can

can receive in a VHT NDP, the receive in a VHT NDP minus 1.

maximum value for Ngrg /47 Otherwise, reserved.

that can be sent to the STA in a

VHT MU PPDU if the STA is

MU beamformee capable, and

the maximum value of Nr that

the STA transmits in a VHT

Compressed Beamforming

frame.
Number of Beamformer’s capability If SU beamformer capable, set to the maximum
Sounding indicating the maximum value supported value of the TXVECTOR parameter
Dimensions of the TXVECTOR parameter NUM_STS minus 1.

NUM_STS fora VHT NDP.

Otherwise, reserved.

MU Beamformer
Capable

Indicates support for operation
as an MU beamformer (see
9.31.5).

Set to 0 if not supported or if SU Beamformer
Capable is set to 0 or if sent by a non-AP STA.
Set to 1 if supported and SU Beamformer
Capable is set to 1.

MU Beamformee
Capable

Indicates support for operation
as an MU beamformee (see
9.31.5).

Set to 0 if not supported or if SU Beamformee
Capable is set to 0 or if sent by an AP.

Set to 1 if supported and SU Beamformee
Capable is set to 1.
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Table 8-183v—Subfields of the VHT Capabilities Info field (continued)

Subfield Definition Encoding
VHT TXOP PS Indicates whether the AP Set to 0 if the AP does not support TXOP
supports VHT TXOP Power Power Save Mode.
Save Mode or whether the non- | Set to 1 if the AP supports TXOP Power Save
AP STA has enabled VHT Mode.
TXOP Power Save mode. Set to 0 if the non-AP STA does not enable
TXOP Power Save Mode.
Set to 1 if the non-AP STA enables TXOP
Power Save Mode.
+HTC-VHT Indicates whether the STA Set to 0 if not supported.
Capable supports receiving a VHT Set to 1 if supported.

variant HT Control field.

Maximum A-

Indicates the maximum length

This field is an integer in the range of 0 to 7.

MPDU Length of A-MPDU that the STA can The length defined by this field is equal to
Exponent receive. EOF padding is not p(13+ Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent) 1
included in this limit.
octets.
VHT Link Indicates whether the STA If +HTC-VHT Capable is 1:
Adaptation supports link adaptation using Set to 0 (No Feedback) if the STA does not
Capable VHT variant HT Control field. provide VHT MFB. )
Set to 2 (Unsolicited) if the STA provides
only unsolicited VHT MFB.
Set to 3 (Both) if the STA can provide VHT
MFB in response to VHT MRQ and if the
STA provides unsolicited VHT MFB.
The value 1 is reserved.
Reserved if +HTC-VHT Capable is 0.
Rx Antenna Indicates the possibility of a Set to 0 if the receive antenna pattern might
Pattern receive antenna pattern change. | change during the lifetime of the current
Consistency association.
Set to 1 if the receive antenna pattern does not
change during the lifetime of the current
association.
See 10.39.6.
Tx Antenna Indicates the possibility of a Set to 0 if the transmit antenna pattern might
Pattern transmit antenna pattern change during the lifetime of the current
Consistency change. association.

Set to 1 if the transmit antenna pattern does not
change during the lifetime of the current
association.

See 10.39.6.

NOTE 1—An AP that sets MU Beamformer Capable to 1 can transmit a VHT MU PPDU with only one
nonzero TXVECTOR parameter NUM_STS[p], for 0 < p < 3. However, a STA that sets MU Beamformee
Capable to 0 is not required to be able to demodulate a VHT MU PPDU with only one nonzero
RXVECTOR parameter NUM_STS|[p], for 0 <p < 3.

NOTE 2—The value for the Maximum MPDU Length in the VHT Capabilities Info field imposes a
constraint on the allowed value of the Maximum MPDU Length in the HT Capabilities Info field of the
HT Capabilities element carried in the same frame (see 9.11).

CBW20 or CBW40 is indicated in the HT Capabilities Info field of the HT Capabilities element.
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8.4.2.160.3 Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set field

The Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set field is used to convey the combinations of VHT-MCSs and spatial
streams that a STA supports for reception and the combinations that it supports for transmission. The
structure of the field is shown in Figure 8-401br.

BO B15 B16 B28 B29 B31 B32 B47 B48 B60 B61 B63
Rx Highest Tx Highest
RXV,\HAL'pM cs ngﬁg réeld Reserved | 1% V':AL'F')\ACS Slijgr?g réeld Reserved
Data Rate Data Rate
Bits: 16 13 3 16 13 3

Figure 8-401br—Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set field

The Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set subfields are defined in Table 8-183w.

Table 8-183w—Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set subfields

Subfield Definition Encoding
Rx VHT-MCS Indicates the maximum value of | The format and encoding of this subfield are
Map the RXVECTOR parameter defined in Figure 8-401bs and the associated
MCS of a PPDU that can be description.
received at all channel widths
supported by this STA for each
number of spatial streams.
Rx Highest Indicates the highest long GI The largest integer value less than or equal to
Supported Long GI | VHT PPDU data rate that the the highest long GI VHT PPDU data rate in
Data Rate STA is able to receive. Mb/s the STA is able to receive (see 9.7.11.1).
The value 0 indicates that this subfield does not
specify the highest long GI VHT PPDU data
rate that the STA is able to receive.
Tx VHT-MCS Indicates the maximum value of | The format and encoding of this subfield are
Map the TXVECTOR parameter defined in Figure 8-401bs and the associated
MCS of a PPDU that can be description.
transmitted at all channel
widths supported by this STA
for each number of spatial
streams.
Tx Highest Indicates the highest long GI The largest integer value less than or equal to
Supported Long GI | VHT PPDU data rate that the the highest long GI VHT PPDU data rate in
Data Rate STA is able to transmit at. Mb/s that the STA 1is able to transmit (see
9.7.11.2).
The value 0 indicates that this subfield does not
specify the highest long GI VHT PPDU data
rate that the STA 1is able to transmit.

The Rx VHT-MCS Map subfield and the Tx VHT-MCS Map subfield have the structure shown in Figure 8-
401bs.
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BO B1 B2 B3 B4 B5 B6 B7 B8 B9 B10 B11 B12 B13 B14 B15
Max VHT- | Max VHT- | Max VHT- | Max VHT- | Max VHT- | Max VHT- | Max VHT- | Max VHT-
MCS For MCS For MCS For MCS For MCS For MCS For MCS For MCS For
1SS 2SS 3SS 4SS 5SS 6 SS 7SS 8 SS
Bits: 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

Figure 8-401bs—Rx VHT-MCS Map and Tx VHT-MCS Map subfields
and Basic VHT-MCS and NSS Set field

The Max VHT-MCS For #n SS subfield (where n = 1, ..., 8) is encoded as follows:
— 0 indicates support for VHT-MCS 0-7 for n spatial streams
— 1 indicates support for VHT-MCS 0-8 for n spatial streams
— 2 indicates support for VHT-MCS 0-9 for 7 spatial streams
— 3 indicates that n spatial streams is not supported
NOTE—A VHT-MCS indicated as supported in the VHT-MCS Map fields for a particular number of spatial streams

might not be valid at all bandwidths (see 22.5) and might be limited by the declaration of Tx Highest Supported Long GI
Data Rates and Rx Highest Supported Long GI Data Rates and might be affected by 9.7.11.3.

8.4.2.161 VHT Operation element

The operation of VHT STAs in the BSS is controlled by the HT Operation element and the VHT Operation
element. The format of the VHT Operation element is defined in Figure 8-401bt.

VHT Operation Basic VHT-MCS
Element ID Length Information and NSS Set
Octets: 1 1 3 2

Figure 8-401bt—VHT Operation element format
The Element ID field is set to the value for VHT Operation element defined in Table 8-54.

The structure of the VHT Operation Information field is defined in Figure 8-401bu.

Channel Center Frequency
Segment 0

Channel Center Frequency

Channel Width Segment 1

Octets: 1 1 1
Figure 8-401bu—VHT Operation Information field

The VHT STA gets the primary channel information from the HT Operation element. The subfields of the
VHT Operation Information field are defined in Table 8-183x.

The Basic VHT-MCS and NSS Set field indicates the VHT-MCSs for each number of spatial streams in
VHT PPDUs that are supported by all VHT STAs in the BSS (including IBSS and MBSS). The Basic VHT-
MCS and NSS Set field is a bitmap of size 16 bits; each 2 bits indicates the supported VHT-MCS set for Ngg
from 1 to 8. The Basic VHT-MCS and NSS Set field is defined in Figure 8-401bs.
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Table 8-183x—VHT Operation Information subfields

Field

Definition

Encoding

Channel Width

This field, together with the HT
Operation element STA Channel
Width field, defines the BSS
operating channel width (see
10.39.1).

Set to 0 for 20 MHz or 40 MHz operating channel
width.

Set to 1 for 80 MHz operating channel width.

Set to 2 for 160 MHz operating channel width.
Set to 3 for 80+80 MHz operating channel width.
Values in the range 4 to 255 are reserved.

Channel Center
Frequency Segment
0

Defines the channel center frequency
for an 80 and 160 MHz VHT BSS
and the frequency segment 0 channel
center frequency for an 80+80 MHz
VHT BSS. See 22.3.14.

For 80 MHz or 160 MHz operating channel width,
indicates the channel center frequency index for the
80 MHz or 160 MHz channel on which the VHT
BSS operates.

For 80+80 MHz operating channel width, indicates
the channel center frequency index for the 80 MHz
channel of frequency segment 0 on which the VHT
BSS operates.

Reserved otherwise.

Channel Center
Frequency Segment

Defines the frequency segment 1
channel center frequency for an
80+80 MHz VHT BSS. See 22.3.14.

For an 80+80 MHz operating channel width,
indicates the channel center frequency index of the
80 MHz channel of frequency segment 1 on which
the VHT BSS operates. Reserved otherwise.

8.4.2.162 Extended BSS Load element

The Extended BSS Load element reported by the AP contains information on MIMO spatial stream
underutilization and bandwidth utilization. The element format is defined in Figure 8-401bv. A STA
receiving the element might use the information it conveys in an implementation-specific AP selection

algorithm.

MU-MIMO ] Observable Observable Observable
Element Lenath Capable STA Spatial Stream Secondary Secondary Secondary
ID 9 ot Underutilization 20 MHz 40 MHz 80 MHz
Utilization Utilization Utilization
Octets: 1 1 2 1 1 1 1

Figure 8-401bv—Extended BSS Load element format
The Element ID field is set to the value for the Extended BSS Load element in Table 8-54.
The Length field is set to 6.

The MU-MIMO Capable STA Count field indicates the total number of STAs currently associated with this
BSS that have a 1 in the MU Beamformee Capable field of their VHT Capabilities element.

The Spatial Stream Underutilization field is defined as the percentage of time, linearly scaled with 255
representing 100%, that the AP has underutilized spatial domain resources for given busy time of the
medium. The spatial stream underutilization is calculated only for the primary channel. This percentage is
computed using the formula,

N, X Thuew — Lygils
Spatial Stream Underutilization = { max S8 7~ busy __utilized ZSSJ

Nmax_SS X Tbusy

where
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Npax ss 18 the maximum number of spatial streams supported by the AP.

Tusy 1s the number of microseconds during which CCA indicated the channel was busy during the

measurement duration. The resolution of the CCA busy measurement is in microseconds.

N
Titizea 18 ) Nis, ;T;, where T} is the time interval, in units of microseconds, during which the primary
i=1
20 MHz channel is busy due to the transmission of one or more spatial streams by the AP to
MU-capable STAs; Ngg ; is the number of spatial streams transmitted during the time interval 7;;

and N is the number of busy events that occurred during the total measurement time which is less
than or equal to dotl 1ChannelUtilizationBeaconIntervals consecutive beacon intervals.

If T}y is 0, the Spatial Stream Underutilization field is reserved.
The measurement of the observable loading on each of the secondary 20 MHz channel, secondary 40 MHz
channel, and secondary 80 MHz channel in conjunction with the measurement on the primary 20 MHz

channel provides a STA with the loading on the 40 MHz, 80 MHz, 160 MHz, and 80+80 MHz channels.

The Observable Secondary 20 MHz Utilization, Observable Secondary 40 MHz Utilization, and Observable
Secondary 80 MHz Utilization fields are defined using Equation (8-3).

Observable Secondary W1 Utilization = (8-3)

L Tbusy,Wl ><255J

dot11ChannelUtilizationBeaconIntervals x dotl1BeaconPeriod x 1024

where

dot11ChannelUtilizationBeaconIntervals represents the number of consecutive beacon intervals during
which the secondary channel busy time is measured.

Thusy,w1 is computed as the sum of the times from PHY-CCA.indication(BUSY, {#2}) to the next issue

of a PHY-CCA.indication primitive and that overlap the measurement interval, for W1 = 20, 40, or
80, and where W2 equals secondary, secondary40, or secondary80 for W1 = 20, 40, or 80,
respectively.

If the AP indicates a channel width of 20 MHz, 40 MHz, or 80 MHz in the STA Channel Width field in the
HT Operation element and in the Channel Width field in the VHT Operation element, then the Observable
Secondary 80 MHz Utilization field is reserved. If the AP indicates a channel width of 20 MHz or 40 MHz
in the STA Channel Width field in the HT Operation element, then the Observable Secondary 40 MHz
Utilization field is reserved. If the AP indicates a channel width of 20 MHz in the STA Channel Width field
in the HT Operation element, then the Observable Secondary 20 MHz Utilization field is reserved.

8.4.2.163 Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element

The Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element is included in Channel Switch Announcement frames, as
described in 8.5.2.6 (Channel Switch Announcement frame format), Extended Channel Switch
Announcement frames, as described in 8.5.8.7, and TDLS Channel Switch Request frames, as described in
8.5.13.7 (TDLS Channel Switch Request frame format). The format of the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch
element is shown in Figure 8-401bw.
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New New
Element Lenath New Channel Center | Channel Center
9 Channel Width Frequency Frequency
Segment 0 Segment 1

Octets: 1 1 1 1 1

Figure 8-401bw—Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element format

The Element ID field is set to the value for the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element in Table 8-54.
The Length field is set to 3.

The subfields New Channel Width, New Channel Center Frequency Segment 0, and New Channel Center
Frequency Segment 1 have the same definition, respectively, as Channel Width, Channel Center Frequency
Segment 0, and Channel Center Frequency Segment 1 in the VHT Operation Information field, described in
Table 8-183x.

8.4.2.164 VHT Transmit Power Envelope element
The VHT Transmit Power Envelope element conveys the local maximum transmit power for various

transmission bandwidths. The format of the VHT Transmit Power Envelope element is shown in Figure 8-
401bx.

Element Transmit Local Maximum Local Maximum Local Maximum Local Maximum
Length Power Transmit Power Transmit Power Transmit Power | Transmit Power For
Information For 20 MHz For 40 MHz For 80 MHz 160/80+80 MHz
Octets: 1 1 1 1 Oor1 Oor1 Oor1

Figure 8-401bx—VHT Transmit Power Envelope element format

The Element ID field is set to the value for the VHT Transmit Power Envelope element defined in Table 8-
54.

The Length field specifies the number of octets in the element following the Length field.

The format of the Transmit Power Information field is defined in Figure 8-401by.

Bits: BO B2 B3 B5 B6 B7
Local Maximum Local Maximum
Transmit Power Transmit Power Reserved
Count Unit Interpretation

Figure 8-401by—Transmit Power Information field

The Local Maximum Transmit Power Count subfield indicates the number of Local Maximum Transmit
Power For X MHz fields (where X = 20, 40, 80, or 160/80+80) minus 1 in the VHT Transmit Power
Envelope element, as shown in Table 8-183y.

The Local Maximum Transmit Power Unit Interpretation subfield provides additional interpretation for the
units of the Local Maximum Transmit Power For X MHz fields (where X = 20, 40, 80, or 160/80+80) and is
defined in Table 8-183z. Allowed values are further constrained as defined in Annex E.
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Table 8-183y—Meaning of Local Maximum Transmit Power Count subfield

Value Field(s) present
0 Local Maximum Transmit Power For 20 MHz.
1 Local Maximum Transmit Power For 20 MHz and

Local Maximum Transmit Power For 40 MHz.

2 Local Maximum Transmit Power For 20 MHz,
Local Maximum Transmit Power For 40 MHz, and
Local Maximum Transmit Power For 80 MHz.

3 Local Maximum Transmit Power For 20 MHz,

Local Maximum Transmit Power For 40 MHz,

Local Maximum Transmit Power For 80 MHz, and
Local Maximum Transmit Power For 160/80+80 MHz.

4-7 Reserved

Table 8-183z—Definition of Local Maximum Transmit Power Unit Interpretation subfield

Value Unit interpretation of the
Local Maximum Transmit Power For X MHz fields
0 EIRP
1-7 Reserved

NOTE—This table is expected to be updated only if regulatory domains mandate
the use of transmit power control with limits that cannot be converted into an
EIRP value per PPDU bandwidth.

Local Maximum Transmit Power For X MHz fields (where X = 20, 40, 80, or 160/80+80) define the local
maximum transmit power limit of the transmission bandwidth X MHz. Each Local Maximum Transmit
Power For X MHz field is encoded as an 8-bit twos complement signed integer in the range of —64 dBm to
63 dBm with a 0.5 dB step. The value of 63.5 dBm indicates 63.5 dBm or higher (i.e., no local maximum
transmit power constraint).

8.4.2.165 Channel Switch Wrapper element

The Channel Switch Wrapper element contains subelements that indicate characteristics of the BSS after a
channel switch. The format of the Channel Switch Wrapper element is defined in Figure 8-401bz.

. ; New VHT
Element New Country ch;ldailﬁgrgmsga Transmit Power
Length subelement subelement Envelope
(optional) (optional) subelement
P (optional)
Octets: 1 1 variable variable variable

Figure 8-401bz—Channel Switch Wrapper element format
The Element ID field is set to the value for the Channel Switch Wrapper element in Table 8-54.

The Length field specifies the number of octets in the element following the Length field.
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The New Country subelement is present when an AP or mesh STA performs extended channel switching to
a new Country, new Operating Class Table, or a changed set of operating classes relative to the contents of
the Country element sent in the Beacon; otherwise, this subelement is not present. The format of the New
Country subelement is defined to be the same as the format of the Country element (see 8.4.2.10), except
that no Subband Triplet fields are present in the New Country subelement. The Country String field in the
New Country subelement indicates the Country and Operating Class Table of the BSS after extended
channel switching, and Operating Triplet fields within the New Country subelement indicate the operating
classes of the BSS after extended channel switching (see 10.39.1).

The Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is present under the following conditions:

Channel switching to a BSS operating channel width of 40 MHz or wider
— Extended channel switching to a BSS operating channel width of 80 MHz or wider

The Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is optionally present if extended channel switching to a
BSS operating channel width of 40 MHz. The Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is not present if
channel switching to a 20 MHz BSS operating channel width.

The format of the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is the same as the Wide Bandwidth Channel
Switch element (see 8.4.2.163) except for the following:

A value 0 in the New Channel Width field signifies only a 40 MHz BSS Operating Channel Width.

— When switching to a 40 MHz BSS operating channel width, the New Channel Center Frequency
Segment 0 field indicates the channel center frequency index for the 40 MHz channel after the
channel switch.

If present, the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement indicates the BSS operating channel width after
channel switching (see 10.39.1). For example, when switching to a 40 MHz operating channel width on
channel indices 36 and 40, the New Channel Width field is set to 0, and the New Channel Center Frequency
Segment 0 field is set to 38.

Each New VHT Transmit Power Envelope subelement that is present is defined to have the same format as
the VHT Transmit Power Envelope element (see 8.4.2.164) and includes a distinct value of the Local
Maximum Transmit Power Unit Interpretation subfield. Each New VHT Transmit Power Envelope
subelement indicates the local maximum transmit powers for the BSS for the indicated bandwidths with an
indicated unit interpretation after channel switching (see 10.39.1).

8.4.2.166 AID element

The AID element includes the AID assigned by an AP during association that represents the 16-bit ID of a
STA. The format of the AID element is shown in Figure 8-401ca.

Elerment Length AID

Octets: 1 1 2

Figure 8-401ca—AID element format
The Element ID field is set to the value for the AID element in Table 8-54.
The Length field is set to 2.

The AID field is defined in 8.4.1.8.
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8.4.2.167 Quiet Channel element

The Quiet Channel element is used to indicate that the secondary 80 MHz channel of a VHT BSS is to be
quieted during a quiet interval indicated by either a Quiet element (see 8.4.2.25) or the Quiet Channel
element if its AP Quiet Mode field is equal to 1. Furthermore, the Quiet Channel element indicates the
conditions under which the primary 80 MHz channel of the VHT BSS may be used during the quiet interval.

The Quiet Channel element may be included in Beacon frames, as described in 8.3.3.2, and Probe Response
frames, as described in 8.3.3.10. The use of Quiet Channel elements is described in 10.9.3.

The format of the Quiet Channel element is shown in Figure 8-401cb.

. . . . Quiet .
Element AP Quiet Quiet Count Quiet Period : Quiet Offset
ID Length Mode (optional) (optional) (Bgtriitrlgl]) (optional)
Octets: 1 1 1 Oor1 Oor1 Oor2 Oor2

Figure 8-401cb—Quiet Channel element format
The Element ID field is defined in Table 8-54.
The Length field specifies the number of octets in the element following the Length field.
The AP Quiet Mode field specifies STA behavior during the quiet intervals. When communications to the

AP are allowed within the primary 80 MHz channel of the BSS, then the AP Quiet Mode field is set to 1.
Otherwise, the AP Quiet Mode field is set to 0.

If the AP Quiet Mode field is 1, then the Quiet Count field, Quiet Period field, Quiet Duration field, and
Quiet Offset field are present in the Quiet Channel element; otherwise, these fields are not present in the
Quiet Channel element.

The Quiet Count field, Quiet Period field, Quiet Duration field, and Quiet Offset field have the same
definition as described in 8.4.2.25.

8.4.2.168 Operating Mode Notification element
The Operating Mode Notification element is used to notify STAs that the transmitting STA is changing its

operating channel width, the maximum number of spatial streams it can receive, or both. The format of the
Operating Mode Notification element is defined in Figure 8-401cc.

Element Operating
ID Length Mode
Octets: 1 1 1

Figure 8-401cc—Operating Mode Notification element
The Element ID field is set to the value for the Operating Mode Notification element in Table 8-54.
The Length field is set to 1.

The Operating Mode field is defined in 8.4.1.50.
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8.5 Action frame format details

8.5.2 Spectrum management Action frames

8.5.2.6 Channel Switch Announcement frame format

Change Figure 8-436 as follows:

IEEE

Std 802.11ac-2013

Optional Zero or more
Spectrum Channel Switch Secondary Mesgmsi)tr;ell’]nnel Wide Bandwidth Tra%er
Category | Management | Announcement | Channel Offset Parameters Channel Switch ~Envelope
Action element element element element m%
Octets: 1 1 5 3 6 Qor5 variable

Figure 8-436—Channel Switch Announcement frame Action field format

Change the fifth and sixth paragraphs of 8.5.2.6, and insert new seventh and eighth paragraphs as
follows:

The Secondary Channel Offset element is defined in 8.4.2.22. This element is present when switching to a
40 MHz_or wider channel. It may be present when switching to a 20 MHz channel (in which case the

secondary-channel-offset-Secondary Channel Offset field is set to SCN).

The Mesh Channel Switch Parameters element is defined in 8.4.2.105. This element is present when a mesh
STA performs an MBSS channel switch. Otherwise, tFhe Mesh Channel Switch Parameters element is not
presentinehadedforchannel switeh-other than MBSS.

The Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element is defined in 8.4.2.163. This information element is present
when switching to a channel width wider than 40 MHz.

Each New VHT Transmit Power Envelope element that is present is defined to have the same format as the
VHT Transmit Power Envelope element (see 8.4.2.164) and includes a distinct value of the Local
Maximum Transmit Power Unit Interpretation subfield. If present, the New VHT Transmit Power Envelope
element indicates the local maximum transmit powers for the BSS for the indicated bandwidths with an
indicated unit interpretation after channel switching (see 10.39.1).
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8.5.4 DLS Action frame details
8.5.4.2 DLS Request frame format

Insert the following rows into Table 8-199 in numeric order:

Table 8-199—DLS Request frame Action field format

Order Information Notes

10 AID The AID element containing the AID of the STA
sending the frame is present if
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true.

11 VHT Capeabilities The VHT Capabilities element is present if the
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true.

8.5.4.3 DLS Response frame format

Insert the following rows into Table 8-200 in numeric order:

Table 8-200—DLS Response frame Action field format

Order Information Notes
10 AID The AID element containing the AID of the STA sending
the frame is present if dot11 VHTOptionImplemented is
true.
11 VHT Capeabilities The VHT Capabilities element is present if the
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true.

8.5.8 Public Action details
8.5.8.3 Measurement Pilot frame format

Change the eighth and ninth paragraphs of 8.5.8.3 (including combining them into one paragraph), and
insert a new ninth paragraph as follows:

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element is not included, the Operating Class field indicates the
operating class value for the operating channel. The Country, Operating Class, and Channel Number fields
together specify the channel frequency and spacing for the operating channel. Valid values—efOperating
Class-operating classes are shews-listed in Annex E, excluding Operating Classes that encompass a primary
channel but do not identify the location of the primary channel. The Channel Number field indicates the
operating channel. Channel Nnumber is defined within an Operating-Class—operating class as shown in
Annex E.

If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is included, the fields in the Wide Bandwidth Channel

Switch subelement indicate the operating channel, and the Operating Class and Channel Number together

specify the primary channel and primary 40 MHz channel within the channel identified by the Wide
Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement.
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8.5.8.7 Extended Channel Switch Announcement frame format

Change Figure 8-449 as shown:

Zero or Zero or Zero or
one one more
New Mesh Wide New VHT
Public Channel Operati New Channel Channel New Bandwidth | Transmit
Category Action Switch pn Channel | Switch Switch Country Channel Power
Mode Clagss Number | Count | Parameters | element Switch Envelope
element element element
Octets: 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 variable variable variable

Figure 8-449—Extended Channel Switch Announcement frame Action field format

Insert the following paragraphs at the end of 8.5.8.7:

The New Country element is present when an AP or mesh STA performs extended channel switching to a
new Country, new Operating Class Table, or a changed set of operating classes relative to the contents of the
Country element sent in the Beacon; otherwise, this element is not present. The format of the New Country
element is defined to be the same as the format of the Country element (see 8.4.2.10), except that no
Subband Triplet fields are present in the New Country element. The Country String field in the New
Country element indicates the Country and Operating Class Table of the BSS after extended channel
switching and Operating Triplet fields within the New Country element indicate the operating classes of the
BSS after extended channel switching (see 10.39.1).

This Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element is present when extended channel switching to a channel
width wider than 40 MHz; otherwise, this element is not present. The Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch
element is defined in 8.4.2.163. The Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element indicates the BSS operating
channel width after extended channel switching (see 10.39.1).

Each New VHT Transmit Power Envelope element that is present is defined to have the same format as the
VHT Transmit Power Envelope element (see 8.4.2.164) and includes a distinct value of the Local Maximum
Transmit Power Unit Interpretation subfield. If present, the New VHT Transmit Power Envelope element
indicates the maximum transmit powers for the BSS for the indicated bandwidths with an indicated unit
interpretation after extended channel switching (see 10.39.1).

8.5.8.16 TDLS Discovery Response frame format

Insert the following row into Table 8-220 in numeric order:

Table 8-220—Information for TDLS Discovery Response frame

Order Information Notes

17 VHT Capabilities VHT Capabilities element (optional). The VHT Capabilities
element is present if the dot11 VHTOptionImplemented is true.
The VHT Capabilities element is defined in 8.4.2.160.
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8.5.13 TDLS Action frame details
8.5.13.2 TDLS Setup Request Action field format

Insert the following rows into Table 8-239 in numeric order:

Table 8-239—Information for TDLS Setup Request frame

Order Information Notes
19 AID The AID element containing the AID of the STA sending
the frame is present if dot1 1 VHTOptionIlmplemented is
true.
20 VHT Capeabilities The VHT Capabilities element is present if the
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true.

8.5.13.3 TDLS Setup Response Action field format

Insert the following rows into Table 8-240 in numeric order:

Table 8-240—Information for TDLS Setup Response frame

Order Information Notes
20 AID The AID element containing the AID of the STA sending
the frame is present if dot11 VHTOptionlmplemented is
true.
21 VHT Capabilities The VHT Capabilities element is present if the

dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true.

22 Operating Mode Notification The Operating Mode Notification element is optionally
present if the TDLS Setup Request frame contained an
Extended Capabilities element with the Operating Mode
Notification field is equal to 1.
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8.5.13.4 TDLS Setup Confirm Action field format

Insert the following rows into Table 8-241 in numeric order:

Table 8-241—Information for TDLS Setup Confirm frame

Order Information Notes

11 VHT Operation VHT Operation element (optional). The VHT Operation
element is present if the dot11 VHTOptionlmplemented is
true, the TDLS Setup Response frame contained a VHT
Capabilities element, the status code is 0 (Successful), and
the TDLS direct link is not established in 2.4 GHz band.
The VHT Operation element is defined in 8.4.2.160.

12 Operating Mode Notification The Operating Mode Notification element is optionally
present if the TDLS Setup Request frame contained an
Extended Capabilities element with the Operating Mode
Notification field is equal to 1.

8.5.13.7 TDLS Channel Switch Request Action field format

Insert the following rows into Table 8-244 in numeric order:

Table 8-244—Information for TDLS Channel Switch Request frame

Order Information Notes
8 Wide Bandwidth Channel Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element (optional). The
Switch Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element is included

when a switch to an 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz
direct link is indicated. See 8.4.2.163.

9 Country Country element (optional). The Country element is
included to change operating classes when a switch to a
direct link is indicated. The Country element indicates the
same country as the BSS and includes zero Subband
Triplet fields.

10 VHT Transmit Power Envelope | VHT Transmit Power Envelope element (zero or more).
Each VHT Transmit Power Envelope element that is
present includes a distinct value of the Local Maximum
Transmit Power Unit Interpretation subfield. If present,
the New VHT Transmit Power Envelope element
indicates the maximum transmit powers for the direct link
for the indicated bandwidths with an indicated unit
interpretation after a switch to a direct link (see
10.22.6.4.1).
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8.5.14 WNM Action fields
8.5.14.24 Channel Usage Response frame format

Change Figure 8-495 as shown:

VHT
EDCA )
Power Transmit
Categor Action Dialog CS:;”:' Country | Constraint Parasrgteter Power
gory Token Elemgnts String Element Element Envelope
(optional) (optional) element
P (optional)
Octets: 1 1 1 variable 3 Oor3 O0or20 variable

Figure 8-495—Channel Usage Response frame format

Insert the following paragraph at the end of 8.5.14.24:

The VHT Transmit Power Envelope element conveys the local maximum transmit power for various
transmission bandwidths. The format of the VHT Transmit Power Envelope element is shown in Figure 8-

401bx.

8.5.16 Self-protected Action frame details
8.5.16.2 Mesh Peering Open frame format
8.5.16.2.2 Mesh Peering Open frame details

Insert the following rows into Table 8-262 in numeric order:

Table 8-262—Mesh Peering Open frame Action field format

Order Information Notes

19 VHT Capabilities The VHT Capabilities element is present when
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true.

20 VHT Operation The VHT Operation element is present when
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true.

21 Operating Mode Notification The Operating Mode Notification element is optionally
present if dot11OperatingModeNotificationlmplemented
is true.
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8.5.16.3 Mesh Peering Confirm frame format
8.5.16.3.2 Mesh Peering Confirm frame details

Insert the following rows into Table 8-263 in numeric order:

Table 8-263—Mesh Peering Confirm frame Action field format

Order Information Notes

15 VHT Capabilities The VHT Capabilities element is present when
dot11VHTOptionImplemented is true.

16 VHT Operation The VHT Operation element is present when
dot11 VHTOptionImplemented is true.

17 Operating Mode Notification The Operating Mode Notification element is optionally
present if dot11OperatingModeNotificationlmplemented
is true.

Insert the following subclauses, 8.5.23 to 8.5.23.4 (including Table 8-281ah to Table 8-281ak), after
8.5.22.3:

8.5.23 VHT Action frame details
8.5.23.1 VHT Action field
Several Action frame formats are defined to support VHT functionality. A VHT Action field, in the octet

immediately after the Category field, differentiates the VHT Action frame formats. The VHT Action field
values associated with each frame format within the VHT category are defined in Table 8-281ah.

Table 8-281ah—VHT Action field values

Value Meaning Time Priority
0 VHT Compressed Beamforming Yes
1 Group ID Management No
2 Operating Mode Notification No
3-255 Reserved
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8.5.23.2 VHT Compressed Beamforming frame format

The VHT Compressed Beamforming frame is an Action No Ack frame of category VHT. The Action field
of a VHT Compressed Beamforming frame contains the information shown in Table 8-281ai.

Table 8-281ai—VHT Compressed Beamforming frame Action field format

Order Information
1 Category
2 VHT Action
3 VHT MIMO Control (see 8.4.1.47)
4 VHT Compressed Beamforming Report (see 8.4.1.48)
5 MU Exclusive Beamforming Report (see 8.4.1.49)

The Category field is set to the value for VHT, specified in Table 8-38.

The VHT Action field is set to the value for VHT Compressed Beamforming, specified in Table 8-281ah.
The VHT MIMO Control field is always present in the frame. The presence and contents of the VHT
Compressed Beamforming Report field and the MU Exclusive Beamforming Report field are dependent on
the values of the Feedback Type, Remaining Feedback Segments, and First Feedback Segment subfields of
the VHT MIMO Control field (see 8.4.1.47, 8.4.1.48, 8.4.1.49, and 9.31.5).

No vendor-specific elements are present in a VHT Compressed Beamforming frame.

8.5.23.3 Group ID Management frame format

The Group ID Management frame is an Action frame of category VHT. It is transmitted by the AP to assign

or change the user position of a STA for one or more group IDs. The Action field of a Group ID
Management frame contains the information shown in Table 8-281aj.

Table 8-281aj—Group ID Management frame Action field format

Order Information
1 Category
2 VHT Action
3 Membership Status Array (see 8.4.1.51)
4 User Position Array (see 8.4.1.52)

The Category field is set to the value for VHT, specified in Table 8-38.

The VHT Action field is set to the value for Group ID Management, specified in Table 8-281ah.
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8.5.23.4 Operating Mode Notification frame format
The Operating Mode Notification frame is an Action frame of category VHT. It is used to notify STAs that
the transmitting STA is changing its operating channel width, the maximum number of spatial streams it can

receive, or both.

The Action field of the Operating Mode Notification frame contains the information shown in Table 8-
281ak.

Table 8-281ak—Operating Mode Notification frame Action field format

Order Information
1 Category
2 VHT Action
3 Operating Mode (see 8.4.1.50)

The Category field is set to the value for VHT, specified in Table 8-38.

The VHT Action field is set to the value for Operating Mode Notification, specified in Table 8-281ah.

8.6 Aggregate MPDU (A-MPDU)
8.6.1 A-MPDU format
Change 8.6.1 as follows:

An A-MPDU consists of a sequence of one or more A-MPDU subframes and 0 to 3 octets of EOF pad, as
shown in Figure 8-503.

A-MPDU subframe 1 A-MPDU subframe 2 A-MPDU subframe n EOF pad
Octets: variable variable variable 0-3

Figure 8-503—A-MPDU format

The structure of the A-MPDU subframe is shown in Figure 8-504. Each A-MPDU subframe consists of an
MPDU delimiter optionally followed by an MPDU. Each nonfinal A- MPDU subframe in an A-MPDU has
P b e A ; s pad octets are-appended to
make—eaeh%—M—P—DU—the subframe a multlple of 4 octets in length In a VHT PPDU, the final A-MPDU
subframe is padded to the last octet of the PSDU or to a multiple of 4 octets in length, whichever comes first
(see 9.12.6). In an HT PPDU, the final A-MPDU subframe is not padded. In a VHT PPDU, the number of
EOF pad octets is determined as described in 9.12.6. In an HT PPDU, the EOF Pad field is not present.

An A-MPDU pre-EOF padding is
— The portion of the A-MPDU up to but excluding the first A-MPDU subframe with 0 in the MPDU
Length field and 1 in the EOF field and also excluding any subframe padding in the last subframe, or
— The portion of the A-MPDU up to and including the last A-MPDU subframe if no A-MPDU
subframes with 0 in the MPDU Length field and 1 in the EOF field are present, but excluding any
subframe padding in the last subframe.
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NOTE—A-MPDU pre-EOF padding includes any A-MPDU subframes with 0 in the MPDU Length field and 0 in the
EOF field inserted in order to meet the minimum MPDU start spacing requirement.

The A-MPBU-maximum length-fer-aren-PMG-STA-of an A-MPDU in an HT PPDU is 65 535 octets. The
A-MPDBU-—maximum length—fer—aPMG—STA of an A-MPDU in a DMG PPDU is 262 143 octets.
The maximum length of an A-MPDU pre-EOF padding in a VHT PPDU is 1 048 575 octets. The length of
an A-MPDU addressed to a particular STA may be further constrained as described in 9.12.2.

MPDU delimiter MPDU pad

Octets: 4 variable 0-3
Figure 8-504—A-MPDU subframe format
The MPDU delimiter is 4 octets in length. The structure of the MPDU delimiter when transmitted by a

non-DMG STA is defined in Figure 8-505. The structure of the MPDU Delimiter field when transmitted by
a DMG STA is shown in Figure 8-505a.

BO6 B3
BO B1 B4B2 B15 B16 B23 B24 B31
EOF Reserved MPDU Length CRC Delimiter Signature

Figure 8-505—MPDU delimiter (non-DMG)

BO B2 B3 B15 B16 B23 B24 B31

Reserved MPDU Length CRC Delimiter Signature

Bits: 3 13 8 8

Figure 8-505a—MPDU delimiter (DMG)
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The fields of the MPDU delimiter when transmitted by a non-DMG STA are defined in Table 8-282. The
fields of the MPDU delimiter when transmitted by a DMG STA are defined in Table 8-282a.

Table 8-282—MPDU delimiter fields

Field Size (bits) Description

EOF 1 End of frame indication. Set to 1 in an A-MPDU subframe that has 0 in
the MPDU Length field and that is used to pad the A-MPDU in a VHT
PPDU as described in 9.12.6. Set to 1 in the MPDU delimiter of a VHT
single MPDU as described in 9.12.7. Set to 0 otherwise.

Reserved 41

MPDU Liength 1214 Length of the MPDU in octets. Set to 0 if no MPDU is present. An A-
MPDU subframe with 0 in the MPDU Length field is used as defined in
9.12.3 to meet the minimum MPDU start spacing requirement and also to
pad the A-MPDU to fill the available octets in a VHT PPDU as defined in
9.12.6.

CRC 8 8-bit CRC of the preceding 16 bits

Delimiter 8 Pattern that may be used to detect an MPDU delimiter when scanning for

Signature an MPDU delimiter.
The unique pattern is set to the value 0x4E (see NOTE below).
pattern:

NOTE—The ASCII value of the character 'N' was chosen as the unique pattern for the value in the Delimiter

Signature field.

Table 8-282a—MPDU delimiter fields (DMG)

MPDU Delimiter Size Descrintion
field (bits) P
Reserved 3
MPDU length 13 Length of MPDU in octets
CRC 8 8-bit CRC on preceding 16 bits
Delimiter Signature 8 Pattern that can be used to detect an MPDU delimiter when scanning for a
delimiter. The unique pattern is set to the value 0x4E.

The format of the MPDU Length field is shown in Figure 8-505al. The MPDU Length Low subfield

contains the 12 low order bits of the MPDU length. In a VHT PPDU, the MPDU Length High subfield

contains the two high order bits of the MPDU length. In an HT PPDU, the MPDU Length High subfield is

reserved.
B2 B3 B4 B15
MPDU Length High MPDU Length Low
Figure 8-505a1—MPDU Length field
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The MPDU length value is derived from the MPDU Length field subfields as follows:

. Ligy+ Lyign x 4096, VHT PPDU
MPPU =, .. HTPPDU
8-4
where
Lip is the value of the MPDU Length Low subfield
Lh_igﬁ is the value of the MPDU Length High subfield

NOTE—The format of the MPDU Length field maintains a common encoding structure for both VHT and HT PPDUs.
For HT PPDUs, only the MPDU Length Low subfield is used, while for VHT PPDUs, both subfields are used.

The purpose of the MPDU delimiter is to locate the MPDUs within the A-MPDU so that the structure of the
A-MPDU can usually be recovered when one or more MPDU delimiters are received with errors. See S.2 for
a description of a deaggregation algorithm.

8.6.3 A-MPDU contents

Change 8.6.3 as follows:

In a non-DMG PPDU, an A-MPDU is a sequence of A-MPDU subframes carried in a single PPDU with one
of the following combinations of RXVECTOR or TXVECTOR parameter values:

— The FORMAT parameter set to VHT
— The FORMAT parameter set to HT MF or HT GF and the AGGREGATION parameter set to 1

In a DMG PPDU, aAn A-MPDU is a sequence of MPDUs carried in a single PPDU with the TXVECTOR/
RXVECTOR AGGREGATION parameter set to 1.

All the MPDUs within an A-MPDU are addressed to the same RA. All QoS data frames within an A-MPDU
that have a TID for which an HT-immediate Block Ack agreement exists have the same value for the Ack
Policy subfield of the QoS Control field.

All protected MPDUs within an A-MPDU have the same Key ID.

The Duration/ID fields in the MAC headers of all MPDUs in an A-MPDU carry the same value.

An A-MPDU is transmitted in one of the contexts specified in Table 8-283 as defined by the description in
the “Definition of context” column, independently of whether the A-MPDU is contained in a VHT MU

PPDU or an SU PPDU. Ordering of MPDUs within an A-MPDU is not constrained, except where noted in
these tables. See 9.12.1.

A VHT MU PPDU does not carry more than one A-MPDU that contains one or more MPDUSs soliciting an
immediate response.

NOTE 1—The TIDs present in a data enabled A-MPDU context are also constrained by the channel access rules (for a
TXOP holder, see 9.19.2 and 9.19.3) and the RD response rules (for an RD responder, see 9.24.4). This is not shown in
these tables.
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ted— i o eetets: If a STA supports A-
MSDUs of 7935 octets (mdlcated by the Max1mum A- MSDU Length ﬁeld in the HT Capabilities element), A-MSDUs
transmitted by that STA within an A-MPDU carried in a PPDU with FORMAT HT _MF or HT_GF are constrained so
that the length of the QoS data MPDU carrying the A-MSDU is no more than 4095 octets. The 4095-octet MPDU length
limit does not apply to A-MPDUs carried in VHT or DMG PPDUs. The use of A-MSDU within A-MPDU might be
further constrained as described in 8.4.1.14 through the operation of the A-MSDU Supported field.

Table 8-283—A-MPDU Contexts

Name of Context Definition of Context Tal}le defining
permitted contents
Data Enabled The A-MPDU is transmitted outside a PSMP sequence by a Table 8-284
Immediate TXOP holder or an RD responder including potential
Response immediate responses.
Data Enabled No The A-MPDU is transmitted outside a PSMP sequence by a Table 8-285
Immediate TXOP holder that does not include or solicit an immediate
Response response.
See NOTE.
PSMP The A-MPDU is transmitted within a PSMP sequence. Table 8-286
Control Response The A-MPDU is transmitted by a STA that is neither a TXOP Table 8-287

holder nor an RD responder that also needs to transmit one of
the following immediate response frames:

AekACK

BlockAck with a TID for which an HT-immediate Block Ack
agreement exists

VHT single MPDU | The A-MPDU is transmitted within a VHT PPDU and Table 8-288
context contains a VHT single MPDU.

NOTE—This context includes cases when no response is generated or when a response is generated later by the
operation of the delayed Block Ack rules.

Table 8-284, Table 8-285, Table 8-286, and Table 8-287 remain unchanged.

Table 8-288—A-MPDU contents in the VHT single MPDU context

MPDU Conditions
Any MPDU A VHT single MPDU.
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9. MAC sublayer functional description

9.2 MAC architecture

9.2.1 General

Change the first paragraph of 9.2.1 as follows:

The MAC architecture is shown in Figure 9-1. When operating with any of the Clause 14 through Clause 20
PHYSs_or the Clause 22 PHY, the MAC provides the HCF, including the PCF, through the services of the

DCF. In a non-DMG QoS STA implementation, both DCF and HCF are present. In a non-DMG non-QoS
STA implementation, only DCF is present. PCF is optional in all non-DMG STAs.

Replace Figure 9-1 with the following:

’ Lo Used for Contention Services,
Required for Prioritized QoS basis for PCF and HCF

Services

Required for Parameterized Required for

QoS Services Controlled Mesh Used for Used for Dynamic
Services Contention  Ajocation Services
Services

Required for Contention- Used for non- Used for Scheduled
Free Services for non-QoS Mesh Coordination Function (MCF) ~ data services Services
STA, optional otherwise
. — . Used for beamforming
Hybrid Coordination Function (HCF .
yor ination Function (HCF) with the PCP/AP Dynamic Allocation
, I
i CBAP
Point || HCF HCF MCF Alc_lcasf
Coordination § Controlled Contention Controlled A-BFT ATI c ( tenti SP
MAC Function ! Access Access Access Access | | Access XZcZnsls?n Access
extent (PCF) E (HCCA) (EDCA) (MCCA)
; DCF
[
Distributed Coordination Function (DCF) DMG Channel Access
FHSS, IR, DSSS, OFDM, HR/DSSS, ERP, HT, or VHT PHY DMG PHY
\ J \ J
Y Y
Non-DMG STA DMG STA

Figure 9-1—MAC architecture
9.2.4 Hybrid coordination function (HCF)
9.2.4.1 General
Change the last paragraph of 9.2.4.1 as follows:
Time priority management frames are transmitted outside of the normal MAC queuing process as per
individually described transmission rules. Frames listed in Table 8-229 and Table 8-281ah with a value of

“Yes” in the “Time priority” column are time priority management frames. No other frames are time priority
management frames.
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9.2.4.2 HCF contention-based channel access (EDCA)
Change the seventh paragraph of 9.2.4.2 as follows:

If dotl IQMFActivated is false or not present for a QoS STA, a QoS STA should send individually
addressed Management frames that are addressed to a non-QoS STA using the access category AC_BE and
shall send all other management frames using the access category AC_VO, whether or not it is associated
with a BSS or there is a QoS facility in the BSS. If dotl IQMFActivated is false or not present for a QoS
STA, a QoS STA that does not send individually addressed Management frames that are addressed to a non-
QoS STA using the access category AC BE shall send them using the access category AC VO.
Management frames are exempted from any and all restrictions on transmissions arising from admission
control procedures. If dotl IQMFActivated is true for a STA, the STA shall send management frames as
described in 10.25 (Quality-of-Service management frame). BlockAckReq and BlockAck frames shall be
sent using the same access category as the corresponding QoS data frames. PS-Poll frames shall be sent
using the access category AC_BE (to reduce the likelihood of collision following a Beacon frame) and are
exempted from any and all restrictions on transmissions arising from admission control procedures. When
the first frame in a frame exchange sequence is an RTS or CTS frame, the RTS or CTS frame shall be
transmitted using the access category of the corresponding QoS Data/QoS Null frame(s) or AC_VO for
management frames. Control Wrapper frames shall be sent using the access category that would apply to the

carried control frame. A beamformer may send a VHT NDP Announcement frame or Beamforming Report
Poll frame using any access category and without being restricted by admission control procedures.

9.2.7 Fragmentation/defragmentation overview
Change the second paragraph of 9.2.7 as follows:

An MSDU transmitted under HT-immediate or HT-delayed Block Ack agreement shall not be fragmented
even if its length exceeds dotl1FragmentationThreshold. An MSDU or MMPDU transmitted within an
A-MPDU that does not contain a VHT single MPDU (see 9.12.7) shall not be fragmented even if its length
exceeds dotl1FragmentationThreshold. Group addressed MSDUs or MMPDUSs shall not be fragmented
even if their length exceeds dotl 1FragmentationThreshold.

Change the third and fourth paragraphs of 9.2.7 (including combining them into one paragraph) as
follows:

Except as described below, when an individually addressed MSDU is received from the LLC or an
individually addressed MMPDU is received from the MLME that would result in an MPDU of length
greater than dotllFragmentationThreshold, the MSDU or MMPDU shall be fragmented. Exeept—as

exception applies when an MSDU is transmitted using an HT-immediate or HT-delayed Block Ack
agreement or when the MSDU or MMPDU is carried in an A-MPDU_that does not contain a VHT single
MPDU, in which case the MSDU or MMPDU is transmitted without fragmentation. Each fragment is a
frame no longer than dotl1FragmentationThreshold, if security encapsulation is not invoked for the MPDU.
If security encapsulation is active for the MPDU, then the fragments shall be expanded by the encapsulation
overhead and this may result in a fragment larger than dotl 1FragmentationThreshold. It is possible that any
fragment may be a frame smaller than dotl1FragmentationThreshold. An illustration of fragmentation is
shown in Figure 9-2.
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9.3 DCF
9.3.1 General
Change the eighth paragraph of 9.3.1 as follows:

The RTS/CTS exchange also performs both a type of fast collision inference and a transmission path check.
If the return CTS is not detected by the STA originating the RTS, the originating STA may repeat the
process (after observing the other medium-use rules) more quickly than if the long data frame had been
transmitted and a return ACK frame had not been detected. An RTS/CTS exchange by VHT STAs also
performs fast collision inference on the secondary 20 MHz channel, secondary 40 MHz channel, and

secondary 80 MHz channel and helps the VHT STA transmitting the RTS to determine the available
bandwidth at the responder.

Change the 12th paragraph of 9.3.1 as follows:

All STAs that are members of a BSS are able to receive and transmit at all the data rates in the
BSSBasicRateSet parameter of the MLME-START.request primitive or BSSBasicRateSet parameter of the
BSSDescription representing the SelectedBSS parameter of the MLME-JOIN.request primitive; see
6.3.4.2.4 and 6.3.11.2.4. All HT STAs and DMG STAs that are members of a BSS are able to receive and
transmit using all the MCSs in the BSSBasicMCSSet parameter of the MLME-START.request primitive or
BSSBasicMCSSet parameter of the BSSDescription representing the SelectedBSS parameter of the MLME-
JOIN.request primitive; see 6.3.4.2.4 and 6.3.11.2.4. All VHT STAs that are members of a BSS are able to
receive and transmit using all the <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuples in the BSS basic VHT-MCS and NSS set (see
10.39.7) except as constrained by the rules of 9.7.11. To support the proper operation of the RTS/CTS by
non-DMG STAs, RTS/DMG CTS by DMG STAs, and the virtual CS mechanism, all non-DMG STAs shall
be able to interpret control frames with the Subtype field set-equal to RTS or CTS, and all DMG STAs shall
be able to interpret control frames with the Subtype field set-equal to RTS or DMG CTS.

9.3.2 Procedures common to both DCF and EDCAF
9.3.2.3 IFS

9.3.2.3.2 RIFS

Insert the following paragraph at the beginning of 9.3.2.3.2:

The use of RIFS by non-DMG STAs is obsolete, and support for such use might be subject to removal in a
future revision of the standard. A VHT STA shall not transmit frames separated by a RIFS.

9.3.2.3.4 PIFS
Change the second paragraph of 9.3.2.3.4 as follows:

The PIFS may be used as described in the following list and shall not be used otherwise:
— A STA operating under the PCF as described in 9.4
— A STA transmitting a Channel Switch Announcement frame as described in 10.9
— A STA transmitting a TIM frame as described in 10.2.1.17
— An HC starting a CFP or a TXOP as described in 9.19.3.2.3

— An HC or a non-AP QoS STA that is a polled TXOP holder recovering from the absence of an
expected reception in a CAP as described in 9.19.3.2.4
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— An HT STA using dual CTS protection before transmission of the CTS2 as described in 9.3.2.7
— A TXOP holder continuing to transmit after a transmission failure as described in 9.19.2.4

— A TXOP holder transmitting an RTS with a bandwidth signaling TA within a multiple frame
transmission sequence as specified in 9.19.2.4

— An RD initiator continuing to transmit using error recovery as described in 9.25.3
— An HT AP during a PSMP sequence transmitting a PSMP recovery frame as described in 9.26.1.3

— An HT STA performing clear channel assessment (CCA) in the secondary channel before
transmitting a 40 MHz mask PPDU using EDCA channel access as described in 10.15.9

— An AP continuing to transmit in a GCR-Block-Ack TXOP after the failure to receive a BlockAck as
described in 9.21.10

— A VHT STA performing CCA in the secondary 20 MHz, 40 MHz, and 80 MHz channels before

transmitting a 40 MHz, 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz mask PPDU using EDCA channel access
as described in 9.19.2.8

— A PCP/AP continuing to transmit in the AT after a transmission failure during the AT (9.33.3)

— A source DMG STA of an SP continuing to transmit after a transmission failure as described in
9.33.6.2

— An DMG STA performing EDCA access during an allocated CBAP as described in 9.33.5

Insert the following subclause, 9.3.2.5a, after 9.3.2.5:

9.3.2.5a VHT RTS procedure

A VHT STA transmitting an RTS frame carried in non-HT or non-HT duplicate format and addressed to a
VHT STA shall set the TA field to a bandwidth signaling TA and shall set the TXVECTOR parameters
CH_BANDWIDTH_IN NON _HT and CH_ BANDWIDTH to the same value. If the STA sending the RTS
frame is capable of dynamic bandwidth operation (see 9.3.2.6), the STA shall set the TXVECTOR
parameter DYN BANDWIDTH IN NON _HT to Dynamic. Otherwise, the STA shall set the TXVECTOR
parameter DYN BANDWIDTH IN NON _ HT to Static.

A VHT STA that initiates a TXOP by transmitting an RTS frame with the TA field set to a bandwidth
signaling TA shall not send an RTS frame to a non-VHT STA for the duration of the TXOP.

NOTE—A non-VHT STA considers the bandwidth signaling TA as the address of the TXOP holder. If an RTS frame is
sent to a non-VHT STA during a TXOP that is initiated by an RTS frame with a bandwidth signaling TA, the non-VHT
STA does not recognize the RTS sender as the TXOP holder.

9.3.2.6 CTS and DMG CTS procedure
Insert the following paragraphs at the beginning of 9.3.2.6:

A STA that receives an RTS frame addressed to it considers the NAV in determining whether to respond
with CTS, unless the NAV was set by a frame originating from the STA sending the RTS frame (see
9.19.2.2). In this subclause, “NAV indicates idle” means that the NAV count is 0 or that the NAV count is
nonzero but the non-bandwidth signaling TA obtained from the TA field of the RTS frame matches the
saved TXOP holder address.

A VHT STA that is addressed by an RTS frame in a non-HT or non-HT duplicate PPDU that has a
bandwidth signaling TA and that has the RXVECTOR parameter DYN BANDWIDTH IN NON HT
equal to Static behaves as follows:

— If the NAV indicates idle and CCA has been idle for all secondary channels (secondary 20 MHz
channel, secondary 40 MHz channel, and secondary 80 MHz channel) in the channel width indicated
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by the RTS frame’s RXVECTOR parameter CH_ BANDWIDTH _IN NON_HT for a PIFS period
prior to the start of the RTS frame, then the STA shall respond with a CTS frame carried in a non-HT
or non-HT duplicate PPDU after a SIFS period. The CTS frame’s TXVECTOR parameters
CH_BANDWIDTH and CH_ BANDWIDTH _IN NON_HT shall be set to the same value as the
RTS frame’s RXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH _IN NON_HT.

— Otherwise, the STA shall not respond with a CTS frame.

A VHT STA that is addressed by an RTS frame in a non-HT or non-HT duplicate PPDU that has a
bandwidth signaling TA and that has the RXVECTOR parameter DYN BANDWIDTH IN NON_HT
equal to Dynamic behaves as follows:

— If the NAV indicates idle, then the STA shall respond with a CTS frame in a non-HT or non-HT
duplicate PPDU after a SIFS period. The CTS frame’s TXVECTOR parameters CH BANDWIDTH
and CH BANDWIDTH IN NON HT may be set to any channel width for which CCA on all
secondary channels has been idle for a PIFS prior to the start of the RTS frame and that is equal to or
less than the channel width indicated in the RTS frame’s RXVECTOR parameter
CH BANDWIDTH IN NON HT.

— Otherwise, the STA shall not respond with a CTS frame.

A non-VHT STA that is addressed by an RTS frame or a VHT STA that is addressed by an RTS frame
carried in a non-HT or non-HT duplicate PPDU that has a non-bandwidth signaling TA or a VHT STA that
is addressed by an RTS frame in a format other than non-HT or non-HT duplicate behaves as follows:

— Ifthe NAV indicates idle, the STA shall respond with a CTS frame after a SIFS period.

— Otherwise, the STA shall not respond with a CTS frame.

Change the now fifth paragraph of 9.3.2.6 as follows:

M q h ame—The RA ﬁeld of the CTS
frame shall be set to the watae non-bandwidth 51gnahng TA obtalned from the TA field of the RTS frame to
which this CTS frame is a response. The Duration field in the CTS frame shall be the duration field from the
received RTS frame, adjusted by subtraction of aSIFSTime and the number of microseconds required to
transmit the CTS frame at a data rate determined by the rules in 9.7.

9.3.2.7 Dual CTS protection

9.3.2.7.1 Dual CTS protection procedure

Insert the following paragraphs at the beginning of 9.3.2.7.1:

A VHT STA shall not transmit VHT PPDUs in a TXOP protected by dual CTS protection.

A VHT AP shall not transmit an HT Operation element with the Dual CTS Protection field set to 1.

Insert the following subclause, 9.3.2.9a (including Figure 9-9a and Figure 9-9b), after 9.3.2.9:

9.3.2.9a MU acknowledgment procedure

The acknowledgment procedure performed by a STA that receives MPDUs that were transmitted within a

VHT MU PPDU is the same as the acknowledgment procedure for MPDUs that were not transmitted within
a VHT MU PPDU.
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NOTE—AIl MPDUs transmitted within a VHT MU PPDU are contained within A-MPDUs, and the rules specified in
8.6.3 prevent an immediate response to more than one of the A-MPDUs.

Responses to A-MPDUs within a VHT MU PPDU that are not immediate responses to the VHT MU PPDU
are transmitted in response to explicit BlockAckRequest frames by the AP. Examples of VHT MU PPDU
frame exchange sequences are shown in Figure 9-9a and Figure 9-9b.

SIFS SIFS SIFS SIFS SIFS
> »i > i >

) ) < <« <«

AP VHT MU PPDU BAR BAR

STA1 BA/ACK

STA2 BA/ACK

STA3 BA/ACK

Figure 9-9a—An example of a TXOP containing a VHT MU PPDU transmission
with an immediate acknowledgment to the VHT MU PPDU

‘SIFi ‘SIFS ‘SIFi ‘SIFS ‘SIFE ‘SIFS
AP VHT MU PPDU BAR BAR ) BAR
STA1 BA/ACK
STA2 BA/ACK
STA3 BA/ACK

Figure 9-9b—An example of a TXOP containing a VHT MU PPDU transmission
with no immediate acknowledgment to the VHT MU PPDU

Recovery within the TXOP that contains a VHT MU PPDU can be performed according to the rules of
9.19.2.4. BlockAckRequest frames related to A-MPDUs within a VHT MU PPDU can be transmitted in a
TXOP separate from the one that contained the VHT MU PPDU.

NOTE 1—A BlockAck frame or an ACK frame is sent in immediate response to the BlockAckReq frame for HT-
immediate or HT-delayed Block Ack, respectively. An ACK frame might be sent in immediate response to a VHT single
MPDU in the VHT MU PPDU.

NOTE 2—A BlockAckRequest frame would typically not be sent to a STA in the case where the A-MPDU to the STA
contained no MPDUs requiring acknowledgment. It could be sent if MPDUs in a previous A-MPDU remain
unacknowledged.
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9.3.4 DCF access procedure

9.3.4.4 Recovery procedures and retransmit limits

Insert the following paragraph at the end of 9.3.4.4:

An AP that fails to receive an acknowledgment after the AP transmits a frame with the More Data field set to
0 to a non-AP VHT STA that is in VHT TXOP power save mode retransmits the frame within the current
TXOP under certain conditions as described in 10.2.1.19.

9.3.7 DCF timing relations

Insert the following note after the first paragraph (“The relationships between...”) of 9.3.7:

NOTE—In Figure 9-14, when transmitting a VHT PPDU, D1 is equal to aRxPHYDelay and referenced from the end of
the last symbol of a PPDU on the medium.

Change the third paragraph of 9.3.7 as follows:
aSIFSTime and aSlotTime are determined per PHY, aSIFSTime is fixed, and aSlotTime can change
dynamically as aAirPropagationTime changes (see 9.18.6).

When transmitting a non-VHT PPDU,
aSIFSTime is: aRxRFDelay + aRxPLCPDelay + aMACProcessingDelay + aRxTxTurnaroundTime.

When transmitting a VHT PPDU,
aSIFSTime is: aRxPHYDelay + aMACProcessingDelay + aRxTxTurnaroundTime.

aSlotTime is: aCCATime + aRxTxTurnaroundTime + aAirPropagationTime + aMACProcessingDelay.

9.5 Fragmentation
Change the third paragraph of 9.5, including breaking it into three paragraphs, as follows:

A fragment is an MPDU, the payload of which carries all or a portion of an MSDU or MMPDU. When data
are to be transmitted, the number of octets in the fragment (before processing by the security mechanism)
shall be determined by dotl 1FragmentationThreshold and the number of octets in the MPDU that have yet
to be assigned to a fragment at the instant the fragment is constructed for the first time. Once a fragment is
transmitted for the first time, its frame body content and length shall be fixed until it is successfully
delivered to the immediate receiving STA.

A STA shall be capable of receiving fragments, containing all or part of an MSDU, of arbitrary length that is
less than or equal to the maximum alewed MSDU size as defined in 8.2.3, plus any security encapsulation
headers-overhead. plus MAC header and FCS.

A STA shall be capable of receiving fragments. containing all or part of an MMPDU, of arbitrary length that
is less than or equal to the minimum of

— The maximum MMPDU size as defined in 8.3.3.1, plus any security encapsulation overhead, plus
MAC header and FCS

— Any maximum MPDU length advertised by the STA
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9.7 Multirate support
9.7.1 Overview
Change the last paragraph of 9.7.1 as follows:

For the Clause 18, Clause 17, Clause 19, Clause 20,-and Clause 21, and Clause 22 PHYS, the time required
to transmit a frame for use in calculating the value for the Duration/ID field is determined using the PLME-
TXTIME.request primitive (see 6.5.7) and the PLME-TXTIME.confirm primitive (see 6.5.8), both defined
in 18.4.3,17.3.4,19.8.3.2,19.8.3.3, 19.8.3.4,20.4.3, 621.12.3, or 22.4.3 depending on the PHY options. In
QoS STAs, the Duration/ID field may cover multiple frames and may involve using the PLME-
TXTIME.request primitive several times.

9.7.4 Basic Rate Set and Basic MCS Set for mesh STA
Change the last two paragraphs of 9.7.4 as follows:

Mesh STAs should adopt the mandatory PHY rates as the default BSSBasicRateSet to reduce the risk that a
candidate peer mesh STA utilizes a different BSSBasicRateSet. If the mesh STA is also an HT STA, it
should adopt the MESs-ef mandatory HT MCSs as the default BSSBasicMCSSet. If the mesh STA is also a

VHT STA, it should adopt <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuples formed from the mandatory VHT-MCSs and NSS = 1
as the default BSS basic VHT-MCS and NSS set (see 10.39.7).

Once the mesh STA establishes a mesh peering with a mesh STA, it shall not change retther—the
BSSBasicRateSet, nor-the-BSSBasicMCSSet, or BSS basic VHT-MCS and NSS set.

9.7.5 Rate selection for data and management frames

9.7.5.3 Rate selection for other group addressed data and management frames

Insert the following paragraph before the last paragraph of 9.7.5.3:

If the BSSBasicRateSet parameter is empty and the BSSBasicMCSSet parameter is empty and the BSS
basic VHT-MCS and NSS set is not empty, the frame shall be transmitted in a VHT PPDU using one of the
<VHT-MCS. NSS> tuples included in the BSS basic VHT-MCS and NSS set.

Change the last paragraph of 9.7.5.3 as follows:

If beth-the BSSBasicRateSet parameter,—and the BSSBasicMCSSet parameter, and the BSS basic VHT-

MCS and NSS set are empty (e.g., a scanning STA that is not yet associated with a BSS), the frame shall be
transmitted in a non-HT PPDU using one of the mandatory PHY rates.

Insert the following subclause, 9.7.5.5a, after 9.7.5.5:
9.7.5.5a Rate selection for data frames sent within an FMS stream

Data frames sent within an FMS stream are sent at a rate negotiated during the establishment of the FMS
stream. See 10.23.7.
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Change 9.7.5.6 (including the subclause title) as follows:

9.7.5.6 Rate selection for other individually addressed data and management frames

A data or management frame not identified in 9.7.5.1 through 9-75-5-9.7.5.5a shall be sent using any data
rate, e-MCS, or <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple subject to the following constraints:

A STA shall not transmit a frame using a rate or MCS that is not supported by the receiver STA or
STAs, as reported in any Supported Rates element, Extended Supported Rates element, or Supported
MCS Set field in management frames transmitted by the receiver STA.

A STA shall not transmit a frame using a <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple that is not supported by the
receiver STA, as reported in any Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set field in management frames
transmitted by the receiver STA.

If at least one Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type subfield equal to 0 was received from the
receiver STA:

— A STA shall not transmit a frame with the number of spatial streams greater than that indicated in
the Rx NSS subfield in the most recently received Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type

subfield equal to 0 from the receiver STA.

If at least one Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type subfield equal to 1 was received from the
receiver STA:

— A STA shall not transmit an SU PPDU frame using a beamforming steering matrix with the
number of spatial streams greater than that indicated in the Rx NSS subfield in the most recently

received Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type subfield equal to 1 from the receiver STA

if the beamforming steering matrix was derived from a VHT Compressed Beamforming report
with Feedback Type subfield indicating MU in the VHT Compressed Beamforming frame(s).
A STA shall not transmit a frame using a value for the CH BANDWIDTH parameter of the
TXVECTOR that is not supported by the receiver STA, as reported in any HT Capabilities element
or VHT Capabilities element received from the intended receiver.

An HT STA that is a member of a BSS and that is not a VHT STA shall not transmit a frame using a
value for the CH BANDWIDTH parameter of the TXVECTOR that is not permitted for use in the

BSS. as reported in the most recently received HT Operation element with the exception
transmissions on a TDLS off-channel link, which follow the rules described in 10.22.6.1 and
10.22.6.2.

A VHT STA that is a member of a BSS shall not transmit a frame using a value for the
CH BANDWIDTH parameter of the TXVECTOR that is not permitted for use in the BSS, as
reported in the most recently received VHT Operation element with the following exceptions:

Transmissions on a TDLS off-channel link follow the rules described in 10.22.6.1 and 10.22.6.2.

Transmissions by a VHT STA on a TDLS link follow the rules described in 10.22.1 and
10.22.6.4.
If at least one Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type subfield equal to 0 was received from the
receiver STA:

— A STA shall not transmit a frame using a value for the TXVECTOR parameter
CH _BANDWIDTH that is not supported by the receiver STA as reported in the most recently

received Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type subfield equal to 0 from the receiver STA.

A STA shall not initiate transmission of a frame at a data rate higher than the greatest rate in the
OperationalRateSet, or using an MCS that is not in the HTOperationalMCSSet, or using a <VHT-
MCS, NSS> tuple that is not in the Operational VHTMCS NSSSet, which are parameters of the
MLME-JOIN.request primitive.

When the supported rate set of the receiving STA is not known, the transmitting STA shall transmit using a
rate in the BSSBasicRateSet parameter, or an MCS in the BSSBasicMCSSet parameter, or a <VHT-MCS,
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NSS> tuple in the BSS basic VHT-MCS and NSS set, or a rate from the mandatory rate set of the attached
PHY if both-the BSSBasicRateSet,~and the BSSBasicMCSSet, and the BSS basic VHT-MCS and NSS set
are empty.

The rules in this subclause also apply to A-MPDUs that aggregate MPDUs of type Data or Management
with any other types of MPDU.

9.7.6 Rate selection for control frames
9.7.6.1 General rules for rate selection for control frames
Change 9.7.6.1 as follows:

Control frames carried in an A-MPDU that does not contain a VHT single MPDU shall be sent at a rate
selected from the rules defined in 9.7.5.6.

NOTE—The rules defined in 9.7.6.2 through 9.7.6.5 apply only to control frames not carried in an A-MPDU_that does
not contain a VHT single MPDU.

The following rules determine whether a control frame is carried in ar HFPPPY-er non-HT, HT, or VHT
PPDU:

a) A control frame shall be carried in an HT PPDU when the control frame meets any of the following
conditions:

1) The control frame contains an L-SIG duration value (see 9.23.5), or
2) The control frame is sent using an STBC frame.

b) A control response frame shall be carried in an HT PPDU when the control frame is a response to a
frame that meets any of the following conditions:

1) The frame eliciting the response included an HT variant HT Control field with the TRQ field
equal to 1 and the HT NDP Announcement subfield equal to 0, and this responder set the
Implicit Transmit Beamforming Receiving Capable field to 1 in its last transmitted HT
Capabilities element; or

2) The frame eliciting the response was an RTS frame carried in an HT PPDU; or

3) The frame eliciting the response was an STBC frame, and the Dual CTS Protection field was
equal to 1 in the last HT Operation element received from its AP or transmitted by the STA (see
9.3.2.7).

¢) A control frame may be carried in an HT PPDU when the control frame meets any of the following
conditions:

1) The control frame contains an HT variant HT Control field with the MRQ subfield equal to 1,
or

2) The control frame contains an HT variant HT Control field with the TRQ field equal to 1.

NOTE n thaca a aqIHtremen nacifiad 144 Q 02K nd Q10 ~th o on n tha hai
c G O g g a g b a

d) A control frame may be carried in a VHT PPDU when the control frame contains an HT Control
field or is an STBC frame.

e) A control response frame shall be carried in a VHT PPDU if the eliciting frame was an RTS frame
carried in a VHT PPDU that contains an HT Control field with MRQ subfield equal to 1.

f)  Otherwise, the control frame shall be carried in a non-HT PPDU.

NOTE—In these cases, the requirements specified in 9.27, 9.28.2, and 9.29 further constrain the choice of non-HT, HT,
or VHT PPDU.
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If an Operating Mode field has been received from the intended receiver STA, the following constraints also
apply:
— Ifatleast one Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type subfield equal to 0 was received from the
receiver STA:
— A STA shall not transmit a frame with the number of spatial streams greater than that indicated in
the Rx NSS subfield in the most recently received Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type
subfield equal to 0 from the receiver STA.

— Ifatleast one Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type subfield equal to 1 was received from the
receiver STA:

— A STA shall not transmit an SU PPDU frame using a beamforming steering matrix with the
number of spatial streams greater than that indicated in the Rx NSS subfield in the most recently

received Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type subfield equal to 1 from the receiver STA
if the beamforming steering matrix was derived from a VHT Compressed Beamforming report
with Feedback Type subfield indicating MU in the VHT Compressed Beamforming frame(s).

Selection of channel width is defined in 9.7.6.6.

A control response frame is a control frame that is transmitted as a response to the reception of a frame a
SIFS time after the PPDU containing the frame that elicited the response, e.g. a CTS in response to an RTS
reception, an ACK in response to a DATA reception, a BlockAck in response to a BlockAckReq reception.
In some situations, the transmission of a control frame is not a control response transmission, such as when a
CTS is used to initiate a TXOP.

9.7.6.2 Rate selection for control frames that initiate a TXOP
Change the first paragraph of 9.7.6.2 as follows:

This subclause describes the rate selection rules for control frames that initiate a TXOP and that are either a
VHT single MPDU or not carried in an A-MPDU.

Insert the following paragraph at the end of 9.7.6.2:

When transmitting a VHT PPDU, a STA shall select a <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple from the BSS basic VHT-
MCS and NSS set when protection is required (as defined in 9.23) and shall select a <VHT-MCS, NSS>
tuple from the SupportedVHTMCS NSSSet parameter of the intended receiver when protection is not
required.

9.7.6.4 Rate selection for control frames that are not control response frames

Change the first paragraph of 9.7.6.4 as follows:

This subclause describes the rate selection rules for control frames that are not control response frames, are
not the frame that initiates a TXOP, are not the frame that terminates a TXOP, and are either a VHT single
MPDU or not carried in an A-MPDU.

Change the fourth paragraph of 9.7.6.4 as follows:

A frame that is carried in an HT PPDU shall be transmitted by the STA using an MCS supported by the
receiver STA, as reported in the Supported MCS Set field in the HT Capabilities element in-management

frames-transmitted-by-received from that STA. When the supported rate-MCS set of the receiving STA or
STAs is not known, the transmitting STA shall transmit using an MCS in the BSSBasicMCSSet parameter.
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Insert the following paragraph at the end of 9.7.6.4:

A frame that is carried in a VHT PPDU shall be transmitted by the STA using a <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple
supported by the receiver STA. A <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple is supported if reported as such in the Supported
VHT-MCS and NSS Set field in the VHT Capabilities element received from that STA. When the Supported
VHT-MCS and NSS set of the receiving STA or STAs is not known, the transmitting STA shall transmit
using a <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple in the BSS basic VHT-MCS and NSS set.

9.7.6.5 Rate selection for control response frames
9.7.6.5.1 Introduction
Change 9.7.6.5.1 as follows:

Subclauses 9.7.6.5.2 through 9.7.6.5.5 describe the rate selection rules for control response frames that are
either a VHT single MPDU or not carried in an A-MPDU.

9.7.6.5.2 Selection of a rate or MCS
Change the second bullet in the dashed list of the first paragraph of 9.7.6.5.2 as follows:

— If a BlockAck frame is sent as an immediate response to either an implicit BlockAck request or to a
BlockAckReq frame that was carried in an HT or VHT PPDU and the BlockAck frame is carried in a
non-HT PPDU, the primary rate is defined to be the highest rate in the BSSBasicRateSet parameter
that is less than or equal to the rate (or non-HT reference rate; see 9.7.9) of the previous frame. If no
rate in the BSSBasicRateSet parameter meets these conditions, the primary rate is defined to be the
highest mandatory rate of the attached PHY that is less than or equal to the rate (or non-HT reference
rate; see 9.7.9) of the previous frame. The STA may select an alternate rate according to the rules in
9.7.6.5.4. The STA shall transmit the non-HT PPDU BlockAck control response frame at either the
primary rate or the alternate rate, if one exists.

Change the fifth bullet in the dashed list of the first paragraph of 9.7.6.5.2 as follows:

— If the control response frame is carried in an HT or VHT PPDU, then it is transmitted at-using an
MCS or <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple as determined by the procedure defined in 9.7.6.5.3.

Change the second paragraph of 9.7.6.5.2 as follows:

The modulation class of the control response frame shall be selected according to the following rules:

If the received frame is of a modulation class other than HT or VHT and the control response frame
is carried in a non-HT PPDU, the control response frame shall be transmitted using the same
modulation class as the received frame. In addition, the control response frame shall be sent using the
same value for the TXVECTOR parameter PREAMBLE TYPE as the received frame.

— If the received frame is of the modulation class HT or VHT and the control response frame is carried
in a non-HT PPDU, the control response frame shall be transmitted using one of the ERP-OFDM or
OFDM modulation classes.

If the control response frame is carried in an HT PPDU, the modulation class shall be HT.

— If the control response frame is carried in a VHT PPDU, the modulation class shall be VHT.
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9.7.6.5.3 Control response frame MCS computation
Change 9.7.6.5.3 as follows:

If a control response frame is to be transmitted within an HT or VHT PPDU, the channel width
(CH_BANDWIDTH parameter of the TXVECTOR) shall be selected first according to 9.7.6.6, and then the
MCS or <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple shall be selected from a set of MCSs and <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuples
called the CandidateMCSSet as described in this subclause.

If the frame eliciting the response was transmitted by an HT STA that is nota VHT STA, tFhe Rx Supported
MCS Set efthe-STA-that-transmitted-the frame-elieiting therespense-is determined from the #s-Supported
MCS Set field in the HT Capabilities element received from the STA, as follows:

— If abit in the Rx MCS Bitmask subfield is equal to 0, the corresponding MCS is not supported.

— If a bit in the Rx MCS Bitmask subfield is equal to 1 and the integer part of the data rate (expressed
in megabits per second) of the corresponding MCS is less than or equal to the rate represented by the
Rx Highest Supported Data Rate subfield, then the MCS is supported by the STA on receive. If the
Rx Highest Supported Data Rate subfield is equal to 0 and a bit in the Rx MCS Bitmask is equal to 1,
then the corresponding MCS is supported by the STA on receive.

If the frame eliciting the response was transmitted by a VHT STA, the Rx Supported MCS Set is determined
for VHT PPDUs as described in 9.7.11 and for HT PPDUs from the Supported MCS Set field in the HT

Capabilities element received from the STA as follows:
— Ifabit in the Rx MCS Bitmask subfield is equal to 0, the corresponding MCS is not supported.
— If a bit in the Rx MCS Bitmask subfield is equal to 1 and the integer part of the data rate (expressed

in megabits per second) of the corresponding MCS is less than or equal to the rate represented by the
Rx Highest Supported Data Rate subfield, then the MCS is supported by the STA on receive. If the

Rx Highest Supported Data Rate subfield is equal to 0 and a bit in the Rx MCS Bitmask is equal to 1,
then the corresponding MCS is supported by the STA on receive.

The CandidateMCSSet is determined using the following rules:

— Ifthe frame eliciting the response was an STBC frame and the Dual CTS Protection bit is equal to 1,
the CandidateMCSSet shall contain only the basic STBC MCS.

— If the frame eliciting the response had an L-SIG duration value (see 9.23.5) and initiates a TXOP, the
CandidateMCSSet is the MCS Set consisting of the intersection of the Rx Supported MCS Set of the
STA that sent the frame that is eliciting the response and the set of MCSs that the responding STA is
capable of transmitting.

— If none of the above conditions is true, the CandidateMCSSet is the union of the BSSBasicMCSSet
and the BSS basic VHT-MCS and NSS set-parametet. If the frame eliciting the response was an RTS
frame carried in a VHT PPDU, then the CandidateMCSSet may additionally include the <VHT-
MCS, NSS> tuple with the same MCS and number of spatial streams as the VHT PPDU. If the
combined BSSBasicMCSSet parameter is empty, the CandidateMCSSet shall consist of

— #The set of mandatory HT PHY MCSs_if the STA eliciting the response is an HT STA that is not
a VHT STA

— The set of mandatory HT MCSs plus the set of <VHT MCS. NSS> tuples corresponding to the
mandatory VHT PHY MCSs with NSS = 1 if the STA eliciting the response is a VHT STA-

MCS values from the CandidateMCSSet that cannot be transmitted with the selected CH_ BANDWIDTH
parameter value shall be eliminated from the CandidateMCSSet.

The choice of a response MCS is made as follows:

a) If'the frame eliciting the response is within a non-HT PPDU,
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1) Eliminate from the CandidateMCSSet all <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuples. Moreover, eliminate all
MCSs that have a data rate greater than the data rate of the received PPDU (the mapping of
MCS to data rate is defined in 20.6).
2) Find the highest indexed MCS from the CandidateMCSSet. The index of this MCS is the index
of the MCS that is the primary MCS for the response transmission.
3) If the CandidateMCSSet is empty, the primary MCS is the lowest indexed MCS of the

b)

mandatory MCSs.

If the frame eliciting the response is within an HT PPDU,

1))

2)

3)

4)

Eliminate from the CandidateMCSSet all <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuples. Moreover, eliminate all
MCSs that have an index that is higher than the index of the MCS of the received frame. Also
eliminate all MCSs that have a number of spatial streams greater than that indicated in the Rx
NSS subfield in the most recent Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type subfield equal to
0 from the intended receiver STA, if at least one Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type
subfield equal to 0 was received from the intended receiver STA.

Determine the highest number of spatial streams (Ngg) value of the MCSs in the
CandidateMCSSet that is less than or equal to the Ngg value of the MCS of the received frame.
Eliminate all MCSs from the CandidateMCSSet that have an Ngg value that is not equal to this
Ngg value. The mapping from MCS to Ngg is dependent on the attached PHY. For the HT PHY,
see 20.6.

Find the highest indexed MCS of the CandidateMCSSet for which the modulation value of
each stream is less than or equal to the modulation value of each stream of the MCS of the
received frame and for which the coding rate ¥alae is less than or equal to the coding rate valkae
of the MCS from the received frame. Theindex-ofthis MCESis-the-indexofthe MCS-thatThis is
the primary MCS for the response transmission. The mapping from MCS to modulation and
coding rate is dependent on the attached PHY. For the HT PHY, see 20.6. For the purpose of
comparing modulation values, the following sequence shows increasing modulation values:
BPSK, QPSK, 16-QAM, 64-QAM.

If no MCS meets the condition in step 3), remove each MCS from the CandidateMCSSet that
has the highest value of Ngg in the CandidateMCSSet. If the resulting CandidateMCSSet is
empty, then set the CandidateMCSSet to the HT PHY mandatory MCSs. Repeat step 3) using
the modified CandidateMCSSet.

If the frame eliciting the response is within a VHT PPDU,

1

Eliminate from the CandidateMCSSet all MCSs and all <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuples that meet

any of the following conditions:

1) Have a data rate that is higher than the data rate of the <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple of the
received frame using the largest possible value of CH BANDWIDTH that is no larger
than the value of CH BANDWIDTH of the received frame

Have a number of spatial streams greater than that indicated in the Rx NSS subfield in the
most recent Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type subfield equal to 0 from the
intended receiver STA, if at least one Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type
subfield equal to 0 was received from the intended receiver STA

E‘./:

iii) Have a number of spatial streams greater than that indicated in the Rx NSS subfield in the
most recent Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type subfield equal to 1 from the
intended receiver STA if at least one Operating Mode field with the Rx NSS Type subfield
equal to 1 was received from the receiver STA and the control response frame is an SU

PPDU frame with a beamforming steering matrix and the beamforming steering matrix
was derived from a VHT Compressed Beamforming report with Feedback Type subfield
indicating MU in the VHT Compressed Beamforming frame(s)
Determine the highest number of spatial streams (Ngg) value of the MCSs and <VHT-MCS,
NSS> tuples in the CandidateMCSSet that is less than or equal to the Ngg value of the received
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frame. Eliminate all MCSs from the CandidateMCSSet that have an N. 55 value that is not equal
to this N, 55 value. The mapping from MCS to NS_S is dependent on the attached PHY. For the
HT PHY, see 20.6.

Find the highest rate MCS or <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple of the CandidateMCSSet for which the
modulation value of each stream is less than or equal to the modulation value of each stream of
the MCS of the received frame and for which the coding rate is less than or equal to the coding
rate of the MCS from the received frame. This MCS or <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple is the primary
MCS for the response transmission. The mapping from MCS or <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple to
modulation and coding rate is dependent on the attached PHY. For the HT PHY, see 20.6; for
the VHT PHY, see 22.5. For the purpose of comparing modulation values, the following
sequence shows increasing modulation values: BPSK, QPSK, 16-QAM, 64-QAM, 256-QAM.

If no MCS meets the condition in step 3), remove each MCS or <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple from
the CandidateMCSSet that has the highest value of Ng¢ in the CandidateMCSSet. If the
resulting CandidateMCSSet is empty, then set the CandidateMCSSet to the VHT PHY
mandatory MCSs. Repeat step 3) using the modified CandidateMCSSet.

Once the primary MCS or <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple has been selected, the STA may select an alternate
MCS according to 9.7.6.5.4. The STA shall transmit the HFPPPU-control response frame using either the
primary MCS or the alternate MCS, if one exists.

9.7.6.6 Channel Width selection for control frames

Change 9.7.6.6 as follows:

NOTE—Fhis—raleThe rules in this subclause, combined with the rules in 9.7.5.1 (General rules for rate selection for
control frames), determines the format of control response frames.

If a VHT STA transmits to another VHT STA a control frame that is not an RTS frame or a CF-End frame,

if that control frame elicits a control response frame or a VHT Compressed Beamforming frame, and
— If the control frame is transmitted in a non-HT duplicate PPDU (channel width 40 MHz or wider),
the transmitting VHT STA shall set the TA field to a bandwidth signaling TA.

— If the control frame is transmitted in a non-HT PPDU (channel width 20 MHz), the transmitting
VHT STA may set the TA field to a bandwidth signaling TA.

If the TA is a bandwidth signaling TA, the transmitting VHT STA shall set the TXVECTOR parameters
CH BANDWIDTH IN NON HT and CH BANDWIDTH to the same value.
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NOTE 1—Such control frames are BlockAckReq frames, BlockAck frames in the context of HT-delayed Block Ack,
PS-Poll frames, VHT NDP Announcement frames, and Beamforming Report Poll frames.

NOTE 2—Control Wrapper frames follow the rules pertaining to the carried control frame (see 9.10).

Channel width selection rules for RTS frames are described in 9.3.2.5a.

A VHT STA that transmits a CF-End frame in a non-HT duplicate PPDU (channel width 40 MHz or wider)
addressed to a VHT AP shall set the Individual/Group bit in the BSSID(TA) field to 1.

A VHT STA that transmits a CF-End frame in a non-HT PPDU (channel width 20 MHz) addressed to a
VHT AP may set the Individual/Group bit in the BSSID(TA) field to 1.

If the Individual/Group bit in the BSSID(TA) field of the CF-End frame is set to 1, the transmitting VHT

STA shall set the TXVECTOR parameters CH BANDWIDTH IN_ NON_HT and CH BANDWIDTH to
the same value.

A STA that sends a control frame in response to a frame carried in an HT PPDU or a VHT PPDU shall set

the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH to indicate a channel width that is the same as the channel
width indicated by the RXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH of the frame eliciting the response.

A STA that sends a control frame in response to a frame carried in a non-HT or non-HT duplicate PPDU
with a non-bandwidth signaling TA
— Should set the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH to the same value as the RXVECTOR
parameter CH BANDWIDTH for the frame eliciting the response.

— Shall not set the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH to a value greater than the
RXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH for the frame eliciting the response.

NOTE—According to this rule, a STA can respond with a 20 MHz PPDU if it receives a non-HT duplicate frame but is
not able to detect the channel width occupied by the frame (whether by design or because the frame was received over a
channel that is narrower than the channel on which it was transmitted).

A VHT STA that sends a control frame that is in response to a non-HT or non-HT duplicate format frame

with a bandwidth signaling TA and that is not a CTS shall set the channel width indicated by the
TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH to the same value as the channel width indicated by the
RXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH_IN_NON_HT for the frame eliciting the response. The RA

field of a control frame that is not a CF-End frame and that is sent in response to a control frame with a
bandwidth signaling TA shall be set to a non-bandwidth signaling TA obtained from the TA field of the
immediate previous control frame. For the channel width selection rules for CTS sent in response to an RTS
with a bandwidth signaling TA, see 9.3.2.6.

A frame that is intended to provide protection is transmitted using a channel width selected by the rules
defined in 9.23.

An HT STA that uses a non-HT duplicate frame to establish protection of its TXOP shall send any CF-End
frame using a non-HT duplicate frame except during the 40 MHz phase of PCO operation. During the
40 MHz phase of PCO operation, the rules in 10.16 apply.

The TXOP holder should set the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH of a CF-End frame to the
maximum bandwidth allowed by the rules in 9.19.2.4.

NOTE—A CF-End frame transmitted by an AP a SIFS duration after receiving a CF-End frame is considered a control
response frame.
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9.7.8 Modulation classes

Change 9.7.8 as follows:

LOCAL AND METROPOLITAN AREA NETWORKS—AMENDMENT 4: ENHANCEMENTS

Table 9-4 defines modulation classes for the rules for response frames in 9.7.

Table 9-4—Modulation classes

Condition that selects this modulation class

Moccllu;:stlon D:;s (f g:ﬁ;}ggl:) f Clause 14 to Clause 19
PHYs and Clause 20 PHY Clause 22 PHY
Clause 21 PHY
1 Infrared (IR) Clause 15 transmission | N/A N/A
2 Frequency-hopping | Clause 14 transmission | N/A N/A
spread spectrum
(FHSS)
3 DSSS and HR/ Clause 16 or Clause 17 FORMAT is NON_HT. | N/A
DSSS transmission NON_HT MODULAT
ION is ERP-DSSS or
ERP-CCK.
4 ERP-PBCC 19.6 transmission FORMAT is NON_HT. | N/A
NON_HT MODULAT
ION is ERP-PBCC.
5 DSSS-OFDM 19.7 transmission FORMAT is NON_HT. N/A
NON_HT MODULAT
The use of the ION is DSSS-OFDM.
DSSS-OFDM
option is
deprecated, and this
option may be
removed in a later
revision of the
standard.
6 ERP-OFDM 19.5 transmission FORMAT is NON_HT. | N/A
NON_HT MODULAT
ION is ERP-OFDM.
7 OFDM Clause 18 transmission | FORMAT is NON_HT. | FORMAT is NON_HT.
NON_HT MODULAT | NON_HT MODULAT
ION is OFDM or ION is OFDM
NON_HT DUP_OFD or
M. NON_HT DUP_OFD
M.
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Table 9-4—Modulation classes (continued)
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Condition that selects this modulation class
Modulati D ipti f
oc]lzlsas ton ::ls(f;iﬂ;ggno Clause 14 to Clause 19
PHYs and Clause 20 PHY Clause 22 PHY
Clause 21 PHY
8 HT N/A FORMAT isHT MFor | FORMAT is HT MF or
HT GF. HT_GF.
9 DMG Control 21.4 transmission N/A N/A
10 DMG SC 21.6 transmission N/A N/A
11 DMG OFDM 21.5 transmission N/A N/A
12 DMG low power 21.7 transmission N/A N/A
SC

13 VHT N/A N/A FORMAT is VHT.

9.7.9 Non-HT basic rate calculation

Change the first paragraph of 9.7.9 as follows (note that footnote 27 remains unchanged):

This subclause defines how to convert an-HT MCSs and VHT-MCSs to a non-HT basic rate for the purpose
of determining the rate of the-a response frame. It consists of two steps as follows:

a)  Use the modulation and coding rate determined from the HT MCS (defined in 20.6) or VHT-MCS
(defined in 22.5) to locate a non-HT reference rate by lookup into Table 9-5.27 In the case of an
MCS with UEQM, the modulation of stream 1 is used.

b) The non-HT basic rate is the highest rate in the BSSBasicRateSet that is less than or equal to this
non-HT reference rate.

Insert the following rows at the end of Table 9-5:

Table 9-5—Non-HT reference rate

. Coding rate Non-HT reference
Modulation ®R) (Mb/s)
256-QAM 3/4 54
256-QAM 5/6 54

Insert the following subclauses, 9.7.10 to 9.7.11.3 (including Table 9-5a), after 9.7.9:
9.7.10 Channel Width in non-HT and non-HT duplicate PPDUs

A non-VHT STA shall include neither the CH BANDWIDTH IN NON HT parameter nor the
DYN BANDWIDTH IN NON HT parameter in either of the Clause 18 TXVECTOR or RXVECTOR. A
non-VHT STA shall not set the TA field to a bandwidth signaling TA. A VHT STA shall include neither the
CH BANDWIDTH_IN NON_HT parameter nor the DYN BANDWIDTH IN NON _HT parameter in the
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Clause 22 TXVECTOR of a non-HT PPDU addressed to a non-VHT STA. A VHT STA shall not set the TA
field to a bandwidth signaling TA in a frame addressed to a non-VHT STA. A VHT STA that includes the
DYN BANDWIDTH IN NON HT parameter in the TXVECTOR shall also include the
CH_BANDWIDTH_IN NON_HT parameter in the TXVECTOR. A VHT STA shall not include the
DYN BANDWIDTH IN NON_HT parameter in the TXVECTOR for transmitted frames other than RTS
frames with bandwidth signaling TA and that are sent in a non-HT PPDU. A STA that transmits an RTS
frame with a bandwidth signaling TA shall include the DYN_BANDWIDTH_IN NON_HT parameter in
the TXVECTOR. A VHT STA shall include both the CH BANDWIDTH IN NON HT and
DYN BANDWIDTH IN NON HT parameters in the Clause 18 RXVECTOR.

A bandwidth signaling TA may be included only in non-HT and non-HT duplicate PPDUs and shall not be
included otherwise. If the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH IN NON HT is present and a
control MPDU other than a CTS is being transmitted, then the TA field shall be set to a bandwidth signaling
TA; otherwise, the TA ficld shall be set to an individual address.

NOTE—A CTS frame, even though it does not have a TA field, can also be transmitted with the TXVECTOR parameter
CH_BANDWIDTH IN NON _HT present.

The TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH _IN_NON_HT shall not be present in PPDUs carrying
management or data frames.

9.7.11 Rate selection constraints for VHT STAs
9.7.11.1 Rx Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set

The Rx Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set of a VHT STA is determined for each <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple
NSS =1, ...,8 and bandwidth (20 MHz, 40 MHz, 80 MHz, and 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz) from its
Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set field as follows:

— If support for the VHT-MCS for NSS spatial streams at that bandwidth is mandatory (see 22.5), then
the <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple at that bandwidth is supported by the STA on receive.

— Otherwise, if the Max VHT-MCS For n SS subfield (z = NSS) in the Rx VHT-MCS Map subfield
indicates support and the Rx Highest Supported Long GI Data Rate subfield is equal to 0, then the
<VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple at that bandwidth is supported by the STA on receive.

— Otherwise, if the Max VHT-MCS For n SS subfield (n = NSS) in the Rx VHT-MCS Map subfield
indicates support and the data rate for long GI of the MCS for NSS spatial streams at that bandwidth
(expressed as the largest integer in Mb/s that is less than or equal to the data rate) is less than or equal
to the rate represented by the Rx Highest Supported Long GI Data Rate subfield, then the <VHT-
MCS, NSS> tuple at that bandwidth is supported by the STA on receive.

— Otherwise, the <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple at that bandwidth is not supported by the STA on receive.

The <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuples excluded by 9.7.11.3 are also eliminated from the Rx Supported VHT-MCS
and NSS Set.

A VHT STA shall not, unless explicitly stated otherwise, transmit a VHT PPDU unless the <VHT-MCS,
NSS> tuple and bandwidth used are in the Rx Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set of the receiving STA(s).

NOTE—Support for a <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple at a given bandwidth implies support for both long GI and short GI on
receive, if short GI is supported at that bandwidth.

9.7.11.2 Tx Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set

The Tx Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set of a VHT STA is determined for each <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple
NSS =1, ..., 8 and bandwidth (20 MHz, 40 MHz, 80 MHz, and 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz) from its
Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set field as follows:
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— If support for the <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple at that bandwidth is mandatory (see 22.5), then the
<VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple at that bandwidth is supported by the STA on transmit.

— Otherwise, if the Max VHT-MCS for n SS subfield (» =NSS) in the Tx VHT-MCS Map subfield
indicates support and the Tx Highest Supported Long GI Data Rate subfield is equal to 0, then the
<VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple at that bandwidth is supported by the STA on transmit.

— Otherwise, if the Max VHT-MCS for n SS subfield (n =NSS) in the Tx VHT-MCS Map subfield
indicates support and the data rate for long GI of the <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple at that bandwidth
(expressed as the largest integer in Mb/s that is less than or equal to the data rate) is less than or equal
to the rate represented by the Tx Highest Supported Long GI Data Rate subfield, then the <VHT-
MCS, NSS> tuple at that bandwidth is supported by the STA on transmit.

— Otherwise, the <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple at that bandwidth is not supported by the STA on transmit.
NOTE—Support for short GI on transmit cannot be determined.

9.7.11.3 Additional rate selection constraints for VHT PPDUs

The following apply for a STA that transmits a VHT PPDU with a number of spatial streams (NSS) less than
or equal to 4:

— If the channel width of the PPDU is equal to CBW20 or CBW40, then the STA should not use a
<VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple if the VHT-MCS is equal to 0, 1, 2, or 3 and the HT MCS with value
VHT-MCS + 8x(NSS - 1) is marked as unsupported in the Rx MCS bitmask of the HT capabilities
element of the receiver STA.

— If the channel width of the PPDU is equal to CBW80, CBW160, or CBW80+80, then the STA
should not use a <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple if the VHT-MCS is equal to 0 or 1 and both the HT MCS
values 2xVHT-MCS + 8x(NSS-1) and 2x(VHT-MCS + 1)+ 8x(NSS-1) are marked as
unsupported in the Rx MCS bitmask of the HT capabilities element of the receiver STA.

An example tabulation of this behavior is given in Table 9-5a.

Table 9-5a—Example of rate selection for VHT PPDUs

s matare | or | are notusd for CBWAD.
CBW20 and CBW40 CBW160, and CBW80+80
0,8, 16 <0, 1>, <0, 2>, <0, 3> —
1,9 <1, 1>,<1,2> —
10 <2, 2> —
3 <3, 1> _
0,1 <0, 1>, <1, 1> <0, 1>
2,3 <2, 1>,<3, 1> <1, 1>
0,1,8,9 <0, 1>, <1, 1>, <0, 2>, <1, 2> <0, 1>, <0, 2>
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9.9 HT Control field operation
Change 9.9 as follows:

If the value of dotl IHTControlFieldSupported is true, a STA shall set the +HTC-HT Support subfield of the
HT Extended Capabilities field of the HT Capabilities element to 1 in HT Capabilities elements that it

transmits. If the value of dotl 1 VHTControlFieldOptionlmplemented is true, a STA shall set the +tHTC-VHT
Support _subfield of the VHT Capabilities Info field of the VHT Capabilities element to 1 in VHT

Capabilities elements that it transmits.

A STA that has a value of true for at least one of dotl1RDResponderOptionlmplemented,
dotl IMCSFeedbackOptionlmplemented, and dotl1AlternateEDCAImplemented shall set
dot1 1HTControlFieldSupported_or dot11VHTControlFieldOptionlmplemented or both to true.

An HT variant HT Control field shall not be present in a frame addressed to a STA unless that STA declares
support for +HTC-HT in the HT Extended Capabilities field of its HT Capabilities element (see 8.4.2.58).

A VHT variant HT Control field shall not be present in a frame addressed to a STA unless that STA declares
support for +tHTC-VHT in the VHT Capabilities Info field of its VHT Capabilities element.

NOTE—An HT STA that does not support +HTC_ (HT or VHT variant) that receives a +HTC frame addressed to another
STA still performs the CRC on the actual length of the MPDU and uses the Duration/ID field to update the NAV, as
described in 9.3.2.4.

If the HT Control field is present in an MPDU aggregated in an A-MPDU, then all MPDUs of the same
frame type (i.e., having the same value for the Type subfield of the Frame Control field) aggregated in the
same A-MPDU shall contain an HT Control field. The HT Control field of all MPDUs containing the HT
Control field aggregated in the same A-MPDU shall be set to the same value.

9.11 A-MSDU operation
Change the 11th paragraph of 9.11 as follows:

Support for the reception of an A-MSDU, Where the A-MSDU is carrled in a QOS data MPDU with Ack
Policy equal to Normal Ack and-the aEgresa W a1 '
HF-STA-is mandatory in the following cases:

— For an HT STA if the A-MSDU is not aggregated within an A-MPDU

— For a VHT STA if the A-MSDU is sent as a VHT single MPDU-

Change the 13th paragraph of 9.11, and insert the subsequent paragraphs and note as follows:

A STA shall not transmit an A-MSDU in an HT PPDU to a STA that-exeeeds-its-maximamA-MSDUlength
eapability if the A-MSDU length exceeds the value indicated by the Maximum A-MSDU Length field of the

HT Capabilities element received from the recipient STA.

A VHT STA that sets the Maximum MPDU Length in the VHT Capabilities element to indicate 3895 octets
shall set the Maximum A-MSDU Length in the HT Capabilities element to indicate 3839 octets. A VHT
STA that sets the Maximum MPDU Length in the VHT Capabilities element to indicate 7991 octets or

11 454 octets shall set the Maximum A-MSDU Length in the HT Capabilities element to indicate
7935 octets.

The length of an A-MSDU transmitted in a VHT PPDU is limited by the maximum MPDU size supported
by the recipient STA (see 9.12.5).
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NOTE 1—An A-MSDU that meets the A-MSDU length limit for transmission in a VHT PPDU might exceed the A-
MSDU length limit for an HT PPDU, in which case it cannot be retransmitted in an HT PPDU.

NOTE_2—Support for A-MSDU aggregation does not affect the maximum size of MSDU transported by the MA-
UNITDATA primitives.

A VHT STA shall not transmit to a recipient VHT STA an A-MSDU that includes a number of MSDUs
greater than the value indicated by the Max Number of MSDUs in A-MSDU field in the Extended

Capabilities element received from the recipient STA.

9.12 A-MPDU operation
9.12.2 A-MPDU length limit rules
Change 9.12.2 as follows:

AnHT STA-and-a PMG-STA indicates a-valae-in the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent field in its HT
Capabilities element er PMG-Capabilitieselement; respeetivelythatdefines-the maximum A-MPDU length
that it can receive_in an HT PPDU. A STA indicates in the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent field in its
VHT Capabilities element the maximum length of the A-MPDU pre-EOF padding that it can receive in a
VHT PPDU. A DMG STA indicates in the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent field in its DMG
Capabilities element the maximum A-MPDU length that it can receive. The encoding of this—field-these
fields is defined in Table 8-125 for an HFSTA HT PPDU, in Table 8-183v for a VHT PPDU, and in
Table 8-183f for a DMG STA.

A VHT STA that sets the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent field in its VHT Capabilities element to a
value in the range 0 to 3 shall set the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent in its HT Capabilities to the
same value. A VHT STA that sets the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent field in the VHT Capabilities

element to a value larger than 3 shall set the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent in its HT Capabilities
element to 3.

Using this—field—the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent fields in the HT Capabilities and VHT
Capabilities elements, the STA establishes at association the maximum length of A-MPPUsan A-MPDU
pre-EOF padding that can be sent to it. TheAn HT STA shall be capable of receiving A-MPDUs of length up
to the value indicated by thisfteldthe Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent field in its HT Capabilities
element. A VHT STA shall be capable of receiving A-MPDUs where the A-MPDU pre-EOF padding length
is up to the value indicated by the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent field in its VHT Capabilities
element.

AnHTF-STA-and-aDMG STA shall not transmit an A-MPDU_in an HT PPDU that is longer than the value
indicated by the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent field_in the HT Capabilities element received from
deelared-by the intended receiver. A STA shall not transmit an A-MPDU in a VHT PPDU where the A-
MPDU pre-EOF padding length is longer than the value indicated by the Maximum A-MPDU Length

Exponent field in the VHT Capabilities element received from the intended receiver. A DMG STA shall not

transmit an A-MPDU that is longer than the value indicated by the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent
field in the DMG Capabilities element received from the intended receiver.

A STA shall not transmit a VHT PPDU if the PPDU duration exceeds aPPDUMaxTime defined in Table 22-
29.

NOTE—This restriction limits the maximum value in the LENGTH field in the L-SIG field of a VHT PPDU to 4095.
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9.12.3 Minimum MPDU Start Spacing field
Change the first paragraph of 9.12.3 as follows:

AnHTFSTA-and-a DMG STA shall not start the transmission of more than one MPDU within the time limit
described in the Minimum MPDU Start Spacing field declared by the intended receiver. To satisfy this
requirement, the number of octets between the start of two consecutive MPDUs in an A-MPDU, measured at
the PHY SAP, shall be equal to or greater than

Lyss % 1/ 8

where

taniss is the time (in microseconds) defined in the “Encoding” column of Table 8-125 for an HT STA
and of Table 8-183f for a DMG STA for the value of the Minimum MPDU Start Spacing field

r is the value of the PHY Data Rate (in megabits per second) defined in Clause 21 for a DMG
STA, and-defined-in 20.6 for an HF-STA-HT PPDUs, and in 22.5 for VHT PPDUs based-on-
the FXVECTOR parameters: MCES;-GI-TYPE-and CH- BANDWIDTH

9.12.4 A-MPDU aggregation of group addressed data frames
Change 9.12.4 as follows:

AnHTF STA that is neither an AP nor a mesh STA shall not transmit an A-MPDU containing an MPDU with
a group addressed RA.

NOTE_1—An HT AP and an HT mesh STA can transmit an A-MPDU containing MPDUs with a group addressed RA.

NOTE 2—As a VHT STA is an HT STA, NOTE 1 also applies to VHT APs and VHT mesh STAs.

A STA that is an An-HT-AP and-anHTF-or a mesh STA shall not transmit an A-MPDU containing group
addressed MPDUs if the HT Protection field is equal to non-HT mixed mode.

A DMG STA may transmit an A-MPDU containing MPDUs with a group addressed RA.

When a STA transmits a PPDU containing at least one A-MPDU that contains MPDUs with a group
addressed RA, the following rules shall apply:

— If the PPDU is an HT PPDU, the value of maximum A-MPDU length exponent that applies is the
minimum value in the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent subfields of the A-MPDU Parameters
fields of the HT Capabilities elements across all HT STAs associated with the transmitting AP or
across all peer HT mesh STAs of the transmitting mesh STA.

— If the PPDU is an HT PPDU, the value of minimum MPDU start spacing that applies is the
maximum value in the Minimum MPDU Start Spacing subfields of the A-MPDU Parameters fields
of the HT Capabilities elements across all HT STAs associated with the transmitting AP or across all
peer HT mesh STAs of the transmitting mesh STA.

— If the PPDU is a VHT PPDU, the value of maximum A-MPDU length exponent that applies is the
minimum value in the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent subfields of the A-MPDU Parameters
fields of the VHT Capabilities elements across all VHT STAs associated with the transmitting AP or
across all peer VHT mesh STAs.

— If the PPDU is a VHT PPDU, the value of minimum MPDU start spacing that applies is the
maximum value in the Minimum MPDU Start Spacing subfields of the A-MPDU Parameters fields
of the HT Capabilities elements across all VHT STAs associated with the transmitting AP or across
all peer VHT mesh STAs of the transmitting mesh STA.
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— If the PPDU is a DMG PPDU, the value of maximum A-MPDU length exponent that applies is the
minimum value in the Maximum A-MPDU Length Exponent subfields of the A-MPDU Parameters
fields of the DMG Capabilities elements across all DMG STAs associated with the PCP/AP.

If the PPDU is a DMG PPDU, the value of minimum MPDU start spacing that applies is the
maximum value in the Minimum MPDU Start Spacing subfields of the A-MPDU Parameters fields
of the DMG Capabilities elements across all DMG STAs associated with the PCP/AP.

9.12.5 Transport of A-MPDU by the PHY data service
Change 9.12.5 as follows:

An A-MPDU shall be transmitted in a PSDU associated with a PHY-TXSTART.request primitive with the
TXVECTOR parameter AGGREGATION parameter-set to 1_or the TXVECTOR parameter FORMAT set
to VHT. A received PSDU is determined to be an A-MPDU when the associated PHY-
RXSTART.indication primitive RXVECTOR parameter AGGREGATION parameter-is equal to 1_or the
RXVECTOR parameter FORMAT is equal to VHT.

MPDUs in an A-MPDU carried in an HT PPDU shall be limited to a maximum length of 4095 octets.

A STA shall not transmit an MPDU in a VHT PPDU to a STA that exceeds the maximum MPDU length
capability indicated in the VHT Capabilities element received from the recipient STA.

Insert the following subclauses, 9.12.6 to 9.12.8, after 9.12.5:
9.12.6 A-MPDU padding for VHT PPDU

A VHT STA that transmits a VHT PPDU, which contains one or more PSDUs, each of which contains an
A-MPDU, shall construct the A-MPDU(s) as described in this subclause.

An A-MPDU pre-EOF padding (see 9.12.2) is constructed for each user from any of the following:
— A-MPDU subframes constructed from the MPDUs available for transmission that have a TID value
that maps to the primary AC

A-MPDU subframes with 0 in the MPDU Length field and 0 in the EOF field

provided that each added subframe and the A-MPDU pre-EOF padding meet all the following:
— A-MPDU content constraints (see 9.12.1) for the intended recipient
— Format and length limit constraints (see 8.6.1 and 9.12.2) for the intended recipient
— Minimum MPDU start spacing constraints (see 9.12.3) for the intended recipient

TXOP duration limits (see 9.19.2.2) for the primary AC

The A-MPDU_ Length[n] for user 7 is initialized as the length of the resulting A-MPDU pre-EOF padding.

This initial value of A-MPDU_Length[n] for user n is used as the APEP_ LENGTH[#n] parameter value for
the PLME-TXTIME.request primitive (see 6.5.7). The PLME-TXTIME.request primitive is then invoked
once for the VHT PPDU. The PLME-TXTIME.confirm primitive (see 6.5.8) provides the TXTIME
parameter and PSDU_LENGTH][] parameters for all the users for the transmission.

Subsequently, for each user n, as permitted by the rules for EDCA TXOP Sharing (see 9.19.2.3a), a VHT
STA may add A-MPDU subframes to the A-MPDU for that user that meets either of the following
conditions:

— Have a TID that maps to an AC that is not the primary AC

Copyright © 2013 IEEE. Al rights reserved. 141
171



IEEE
Std 802.11ac-2013 LOCAL AND METROPOLITAN AREA NETWORKS—AMENDMENT 4: ENHANCEMENTS

— Have 0 in the MPDU Length field and 0 in the EOF field

provided that each added subframe and the resulting A-MPDU meet all of the following:
— A-MPDU content constraints (see 9.12.1) for the intended recipient
— Length limit constraints (see 8.6.1 and 9.12.2) for the intended recipient
— MPDU start spacing constraints (see 9.12.3) for the intended recipient

and provided that, after incrementing the A-MPDU_Length[rn] with the length of each such added A-MPDU
subframe, the relationship A-MPDU_Length[n] < PSDU_LENGTH][#] is true.

NOTE—An A-MPDU is prohibited by the rules in 9.12.1 from carrying MPDUs of more than one TID.

Subsequently, for each user n, a VHT STA may add A-MPDU subframes to the A-MPDU for that user that
meet the following condition:

— Have 0 in the MPDU Length field

provided that each added subframe and the resulting A-MPDU meet the following condition:
— Length limit constraints (see 8.6.1 and 9.12.2) for the intended recipient

and provided that, after incrementing the A-MPDU_Length[n] with the length of each such added A-MPDU
subframe, the relationship A-MPDU_Length[n] < PSDU LENGTH[#] is true.

An implementation may reduce the A-MPDU Length[n] by the amount of padding for user » which was
added subsequent to the addition of a subframe for user » that contains 1 in the EOF field.

The final value of A-MPDU_Length[] shall be used as APEP_ LENGTH]] in the PHY-TXSTART.request
primitive for the VHT PPDU.

Padding is then added for each user such that the resulting A-MPDU contains exactly PSDU LENGTH
octets for that user as follows:

— First, while A-MPDU_ Length[n] < PSDU_LENGTH][#] and A-MPDU_Length[n] mod 4 # 0, add a
subframe pad octet and increment A-MPDU_Length[n] by 1.

— Then, while A-MPDU _Length[n] + 4 < PSDU_LENGTH][#], add an A-MPDU subframe with 0 in
the MPDU Length field and 1 in the EOF field and increment A-MPDU_Length[#n] by 4.

— Finally, while A-MPDU_Length[n] < PSDU_LENGTH][#], add an EOF pad octet and increment
A-MPDU_Length[n] by 1.

An A-MPDU subframe with EOF set to 1 and with MPDU Length field set to 0 shall not be added before
any A-MPDU subframe with EOF set to 0.

An A-MPDU subframe with EOF set to 1 and with MPDU Length field set to 0 shall not be added before an
A-MPDU subframe that contains a VHT single MPDU (see 9.12.7).

An EOF pad octet shall not be added before any A-MPDU subframe.

The values of the subframe pad octets and EOF pad octets are unspecified.

9.12.7 Setting the EOF field of the MPDU delimiter

The EOF field of an A-MPDU subframe with an MPDU Length field with a nonzero value that is the only

A-MPDU subframe with an MPDU Length field with a nonzero value in an A-MPDU carried in a VHT
PPDU may be set to 1. The EOF field of each A-MPDU subframe with an MPDU Length field with a
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nonzero value that is not the only A-MPDU subframe with MPDU Length field with a nonzero value in the
A-MPDU carried in a VHT PPDU shall be set to 0. The EOF field shall be set to 0 in all A-MPDU
subframes that are carried in an HT PPDU.

An MPDU that is the only MPDU in an A-MPDU and that is carried in an A-MPDU subframe with 1 in the
EOF field is called a VHT single MPDU.

9.12.8 Transport of VHT single MPDUs

The rules for VHT single MPDU operation are the same as the rules for non-A-MPDU frame operation with
other types of non-A-MPDU.

NOTE—This affects the following behavior:

—  The MPDU could carry a fragment of an MSDU or MMPDU (see 9.2.7).

— Rate selection of control responses (see 9.7).

— A data MPDU cannot indicate an Ack Policy of “Implicit Block Ack”, and does not generate a Block Ack
response (see 8.2.4.5.4).

— A data MPDU could indicate an Ack Policy of “Normal Ack”, which solicits an ACK immediate response. No
Block Ack agreement is needed in this case (see 8.2.4.5.4).

—  The MPDU could be a management frame that solicits an ACK response (see 8.6.3).

9.15 STBC operation
Change 9.15 as follows:
Onlya-A STA that has not sets the Tx STBC subfield to 1 in the HT Capabilities element may-shall not

transmit frames-HT PPDUs with a TXVECTOR parameter STBC set to a nonzero value

A

STA that has not set the Tx STBC subfield to 1 in the VHT Capabilities element shall not transmit VHT S
PPDUs with a TXVECTOR parameter STBC set to a nonzero value.

A STA shall not send a HT PPDU with the TXVECTOR parameter STBC set to a nonzero value to a
recipient STA unless the recipient STA has indicated in the Rx STBC field of its HT Capabilities element
that it supports the reception of PPDUs using STBC with a number of spatial streams equal to or greater than
the number of spatial streams in the HT PPDU. A STA shall not send a VHT PPDU with the TXVECTOR
parameter STBC set to a nonzero value to a recipient STA unless the recipient STA has indicated in the Rx

STBC field of its VHT Capabilities element that it supports the reception of PPDUs using STBC with a
number of spatial streams equal to or greater than the number of spatial streams in the VHT PPDU.

9.16 Short Gl operation
Change 9.16 as follows:

A STA may transmit a frame with TXVECTOR parameters CH BANDWIDTH set to HF—EBW26
CBW20 and GI_TYPE set to SHORT GI only if all of the following conditions are met:

— The STA is an HT STA.
— The TXVECTOR parameter FORMAT is equal to HT MF.-er HT GF, or VHT.

— The RA of the frame corresponds to a STA for which the Short GI for 20 MHz subfield of the mest
recentlyreeetved HT Capabilities element contained a value of 1.

— dot11ShortGIOptionInTwentyActivated is present and is true.

A STA may transmit a frame with TXVECTOR parameters CH BANDWIDTH set to HF—EBW46
CBW40 and GI_TYPE set to SHORT GI only if all of the following conditions are met:
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The STA is an HT STA.
The TXVECTOR parameter FORMAT is equal to HT MF,-er HT GF, or VHT.

The RA of the frame corresponds to a STA for which the Short GI for 40 MHz subfield of the mest
recently-reeetved HT Capabilities element contained a value of 1.

dot11ShortGIOptionInFortyActivated is present and is true.

A STA shall not transmit a frame with TXVECTOR parameters CH BANDWIDTH set to CBW80 and

GI_TYPE set to SHORT GI unless all of the following conditions are met:

The STA is a VHT STA.
The TXVECTOR parameter FORMAT is equal to VHT.
The RA of the frame corresponds to a STA for which the Short GI for 80 MHz subfield of the VHT

Capabilities element contained a value of 1.
dot1 1VHTShortGIOptionIn80Activated is present and is true.

A STA may transmit a frame with TXVECTOR parameters CH BANDWIDTH set to CBW160 or

CBW80+80 and GI TYPE set to SHORT GI only if all of the following conditions are met:

The STA is a VHT STA.
The TXVECTOR parameter FORMAT is equal to VHT.
The RA of the frame corresponds to a STA for which the Short GI for 160 and 80+80 MHz subfield

of the VHT Capabilities element contained a value of 1.
dot1 1VHTShortGIOptionIn160and80p80Activated is present and is true.

A STA may transmit a frame with TXVECTOR parameters FORMAT set to VHT, NUM_USERS set to

greater than 1, and GI_TYPE set to SHORT_GI only if all of the following conditions are met:

The STA is a VHT STA.
The TXVECTOR parameter FORMAT is equal to VHT.

The RAs of all MPDUs in the VHT MU PPDU correspond to STAs for which the Short GI subfield
of the following conditions are satisfied:

— If the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH is set to CBW20, the Short GI for 20 MHz
subfields of the HT Capabilities element contained a value of 1, and
dot11ShortGIOptionInTwentyActivated is present and is true.

— If the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH is set to CBW40, the Short GI for 40 MHz
subfields of the HT Capabilities element contained a value of 1, and
dot11ShortGIOptionInFortyActivated is present and is true.

— If the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH is set to CBW80, the Short GI for 80 MHz
subfields of the VHT Capabilities element contained a value of 1, and
dot11ShortGIOptionIn80Activated is present and is true.

— If the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH is set to CBW160 or CBW80+80, the Short
GI for 160 MHz and 80+80 MHz subfields of the VHT Capabilities element contained a value of
1, and dot11VHTShortGIOptionIn160and80p80Activated is present and is true.

An HT STA shall not transmit a frame with the TXVECTOR parameter FORMAT set to HT_GF and the
GI_TYPE parameter set to SHORT GI when the MCS parameter indicates a single spatial stream.

Further restrictions on TXVECTOR parameter values may apply due to rules found in 9.22 and 9.7.
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Insert the following subclause, 9.17a (including Table 9-5b), after 9.17:

9.17a Group ID and partial AID in VHT PPDUs

The partial AID is a non-unique STA identifier defined in Table 9-5b. The partial AID is carried in the
TXVECTOR parameter PARTIAL AID of a VHT SU PPDU and is limited to 9 bits.

A STA transmitting a VHT SU PPDU carrying one or more group addressed MPDUs or transmitting a VHT
NDP intended for multiple recipients shall set the TXVECTOR parameters GROUP ID to 63 and
PARTIAL AID to 0. The intended recipient of a VHT NDP is defined in 9.31.6.

A STA transmitting a VHT SU PPDU carrying one or more individually addressed MPDUs or a VHT NDP

intended for a single recipient shall set the TXVECTOR parameters GROUP_ID and PARTIAL AID as
shown in Table 9-5b.

Table 9-5b—Settings for the TXVECTOR parameters GROUP_ID and PARTIAL_AID

Condition GROUP_ID PARTIAL_AID
Addressed to AP 0 BSSID[39:47]
Addressed to Mesh STA 0 RA[39:47]
Sent by an AP and
dec(AID[0:8]) + dec(BSSID[44:47] & BSSID[40:43 9-8a
addregsed toa STA ( ( [0:8]) (5 [ 9 ] [ D ( )
associated with that AP x2") mod 2
or
sent by a DLS or TDLS where
STA in a direct path to a 63 ) o ] )
DLS or TDLS peer STA @ 1is a bitwise exclusive OR operation
mod X indicates the X-modulo operation
dec(A[b:c]) is the cast to decimal operator where b is scaled by
20 and ¢ by 2¢
Otherwise (see NOTE) 63 0

NOTE—The last row covers the following cases:
— A PPDU sent to an IBSS STA
— A PPDU sent by an AP to a non associated STA
— Any other condition not explicitly listed elsewhere in the table

In Table 9-5b:

— AID[b:c] represents bits b to ¢ inclusive of the AID of the recipient STA with bit 0 being the first
transmitted.

— BSSID[b:c] represents bits b to ¢ inclusive of the BSSID, with bit 0 being the Individual/Group bit.
In this representation, the Individual/Group bit is BSSID[0] and BSSID[47] is the last transmitted
bit.

— RA[b:c] represents bits b to ¢ inclusive of the RA field, with bit 0 being the Individual/Group bit. In
this representation, the Individual/Group bit is RA[0] and RA[47] is the last transmitted bit.

A STA shall include the values computed in Table 9-5b in the PHYCONFIG_VECTOR parameters
PARTIAL AID LIST GIDO0O0 and PARTIAL AID LIST GIDG63.
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A STA that transmits a VHT PPDU to a DLS or TDLS peer STA obtains the AID for the peer STA from the
DLS Setup Request, DLS Setup Response, TDLS Setup Request or TDLS Setup Response frame.

An AP should not assign an AID to a STA that results in a 0 value PARTIAL AID (as computed using
Equation (9-8a)).

A STA transmitting a VHT MU PPDU sets the TXVECTOR parameter GROUP_ID as described in
22.3.11.4.

As an example of the GROUP_ID and PARTIAL AID setting, consider the case of a BSS with BSSID 00-
21-6A-AC-53-522 that has as a member a non-AP STA assigned AID 5. In VHT PPDUs sent to an AP, the

GROUP_ID is set to 0 and the PARTIAL _AID is set to 164. In VHT PPDUs sent by the AP to the non-AP
STA associated with that AP, the GROUP_ID is set to 63 and PARTIAL_ AID is set to 229.

9.18 Operation across regulatory domains
Change 9.18.5 (including the subclause title) as follows:

9.18.5 Operation with operating classes_and the VHT Transmit Power Envelope element

When dot110peratingClassesImplemented is true, the following statements apply:

— When dotl10peratingClassesRequired is false, or where operating classes domain information is not
present in a STA, that STA is not required to change its operation in response to an element or
element-specific Information field that contains an operating class.

—  When dotl10peratingClassesRequired is true, or where operating classes domain information is
present in a STA, the STA shall indicate current operating class information in the Country element
and Supported Operating Classes element, except that a VHT STA may omit, from the Country
element, any Operating Triplet field for an Operating Class for which the Channel spacing (MHz
column indicates 80 MHz or wider and for which the Behavior limits set column in the applicable
table in Annex E contains only a blank entry or either or both of “80+” and
“UseEirpForVHTTxPowEnv.”

—  When dotl1OperatingClassesRequired and dotl1ExtendedChannelSwitchActivated are true and a
STA is capable of operating as specified in more than one operating class, the STA shall include the
Supported Operating Classes element in Association frames and Reassociation frames.

—  When dotl10peratingClassesRequired is true, or where operating classes domain information is
present and the STA parsing a Country element finds an invalid First Channel Number field or
Operating Class field with a value that is reserved, the STA shall ignore the remainder of the Country
element and shall parse any remaining management frame body for additional elements.

A VHT STA that has dotl ISpectrumManagementRequired or dotl 1RadioMeasurementActivated equal to
true shall determine a local maximum transmit power from a VHT Transmit Power Envelope element for
which the Local Maximum Transmit Power Unit Interpretation subfield indicates EIRP.

A STA that sends two or more VHT Transmit Power Envelope elements in a frame shall order the elements
by increasing values of their Local Maximum Transmit Power Unit Interpretation subfields.

When a VHT STA finds an unknown value in the Local Maximum Transmit Power Unit Interpretation
subfield in a VHT Transmit Power Envelope element, then the STA shall ignore that and subsequent VHT
Transmit Power Envelope elements.

2As described in IEEE Std 802-2001, the use of hyphens for the BSSID indicates hexadecimal representation rather than
bit-reversed representation.
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A STA that receives two or more VHT Transmit Power Envelope elements in the same frame with known

values in their Local Maximum Transmit Power Unit Interpretation subfields shall process all the elements
according to the local regulations known at the STA.

NOTE—If a STA receives two VHT Transmit Power Envelope elements, each with a known value in the Local
Maximum Transmit Power Unit Interpretation subfield, then the expected possibilities are as follows:

— The STA complies with either element (shared spectrum),
The STA complies with both elements (tightened regulations), or

The STA complies with the second element (changed regulations).

9.19 HCF

9.19.2 HCF contention-based channel access (EDCA)
9.19.2.2 EDCA TXOPs

Change the first paragraph of 9.19.2.2 as follows:

There are twe-three modes of EDCA TXOP defined, the initiation of the EDCA TXOP, the sharing of the
EDCA TXOP, and the multiple frame transmission within an EDCA TXOP. An initiation of the TXOP
occurs when the EDCA rules permit access to the medium. The sharing of the EDCA TXOP occurs when an
EDCAF has obtained access to the medium, making the corresponding AC the primary AC, and includes
traffic from queues associated with other ACs in VHT MU PPDUs transmitted during the TXOP. A multiple
frame transmission within the TXOP occurs when an EDCAF retains the right to access the medium
following the completion of a frame exchange sequence, such as on receipt of an ACK—+frame.

Change the third paragraph of 9.19.2.2 as follows:

A TXOP limit value of 0 indicates that the TXOP holder may transmit or cause to be transmitted (as
responses) the following within the current TXOP:

a) Asingle MSBU;-MMPDUA-MSBU-or- A-MPDPU-One of the following at any rate, subject to the

rules in 9.7;
1) SU PPDUs carrying fragments of a single MSDU or MMPDU

2) An SU PPDU or a VHT MU PPDU carrying a single MSDU, a single MMPDU, a single A-
MSDU, or a single A-MPDU
3) A VHT MU PPDU carrying A-MPDU s to different users

b)  Any required acknowledgments

¢) Any frames required for protection, including one of the following:
1) An RTS/CTS exchange
2) CTS to itself
3) Dual CTS as specified in 9.3.2.8 (Dual CTS protection)
d) Any frames required for beamforming as specified in 9.27_and in 9.31.5
e) Any frames required for link adaptation as specified in 9.28
f)  Any number of BlockAckReq and BlockAck frames

NOTE 1—This is a rule for the TXOP holder. A TXOP responder need not be aware of the TXOP limit nor of when the
TXOP was started.

NOTE 2—This rule prevents the use of RD when the TXOP limit is 0.
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Change the sixth paragraph of 9.19.2.2 as follows:

When the TXOP limit is nonzero, a STA shall fragment an individually addressed MSDU so that the
transmission of the first MPDU of the TXOP does not cause the TXOP limit to be exceeded at the PHY rate
selected for the initial transmission attempt of that MPDU. The TXOP limit may be exceeded, when using a
lower PHY rate than selected for the initial transmission attempt of the first MPDU, for a retransmission of
an MPDU, for the initial transmission of an MPDU if any previous MPDU in the current MSDU has been
retransmitted, or for group addressed MSDUs. The TXOP limit may also be exceeded by transmitting a
VHT NDP Announcement frame and NDP or by transmitting a Beamforming Report Poll frame that fit

within the TXOP limit but the response and the immediately preceding SIFS cause the TXOP limit to be
exceeded. When the TXOP limit is exceeded due to the retransmission of an MPDU at a reduced PHY rate,

the STA shall not transmit more than one MPDU in the TXOP.
Change the last paragraph of 9.19.2.2 as follows:

A STA shall save the TXOP holder address for the BSS in which it is associated, which is the MAC address
from the Address 2 field of the frame that initiated a frame exchange sequence except when this is a CTS
frame, in which case the TXOP holder address is the Address 1 field. If the TXOP holder address is obtained
from a control frame, a VHT STA shall save the non-bandwidth signaling TA value obtained from the
Address 2 field. If a non-VHT STA receives an RTS frame isreeetved-with the RA address matching the
MAC address of the STA and the MAC address in the TA field in the RTS frame matches the saved TXOP
holder address, then the STA shall send the CTS frame after SIFS, without regard for, and without resetting,
its NAV. If a VHT STA receives an RTS frame with the RA address matching the MAC address of the STA

and the non-bandwidth signaling TA value obtained from the Address 2 field in the RTS frame matches the

saved TXOP holder address, then the STA shall send the CTS frame after SIFS. without regard for, and
without resetting, its NAV. When a STA receives a frame addressed to it that requires an immediate

response, except in-the-ease-efan-for RTS, it shall transmit the response independent of its NAV. The saved
TXOP holder address shall be cleared when the NAV is reset or when the NAV counts down to 0.

9.19.2.3 Obtaining an EDCA TXOP
Insert the following paragraph at the beginning of 9.19.2.3:

When a STA and the BSS, of which the STA is a member, both support multiple channel widths, an EDCA
TXOP is obtained based solely on activity of the primary channel. “Idle medium” in this subclause means
“idle primary channel.” Likewise “busy medium” means “busy primary channel.” Once an EDCA TXOP
has been obtained according to this subclause, further constraints defined in 10.15.9 and 9.19.2.8 might limit
the width of transmission during the TXOP or deny the channel access, based on the state of CCA on
secondary channel, secondary 40 MHz channel, or secondary 80 MHz channel.

Change the now fifth paragraph of 9.19.2.3 (including inserting a note) as follows:

On specific slot boundaries_as determined on the primary channel, each EDCAF shall make a determination to
perform one and only one of the following functions:

— Initiate the transmission of a frame exchange sequence for that access function.
— Decrement the backoff timer for that access function.

— Invoke the backoff procedure due to an internal collision.

— Do nothing for that access function.

NOTE—In the case that an EDCAF gains access to the channel and transmits MSDUs, A-MSDUs, or MMPDUs from a
secondary AC, the EDCAF of the secondary AC is not affected by this operation. If the EDCAF of a secondary AC

experiences an internal collision with the EDCAF that gained access to the channel, it performs the backoff procedure
regardless of the transmission of any of its MSDUs, A-MSDUs, or MMPDUs.
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Insert the following subclause, 9.19.2.3a (including Figure 9-20a), after 9.19.2.3:
9.19.2.3a Sharing an EDCA TXOP

This mode applies only to an AP that supports DL-MU-MIMO. The AC associated with the EDCAF that
gains an EDCA TXOP becomes the primary AC. TXOP sharing is allowed when primary AC traffic is
transmitted in a VHT MU PPDU and resources permit traffic from secondary ACs to be included, targeting
up to four STAs. The inclusion of secondary AC traffic in a VHT MU PPDU shall not increase the duration
of the VHT MU PPDU beyond that required to transport the primary AC traffic. If a destination is targeted
by frames in the queues of both the primary AC and at least one secondary AC, the frames in the primary
AC queue shall be transmitted to the destination first, among a series of downlink transmissions within a
TXOP. The decision of which secondary ACs and destinations are selected for TXOP sharing, as well as the
order of transmissions, are implementation specific and out of scope for this specification.

When sharing, the TXOP duration that applies is the TXOP limit of the primary AC.

NOTE—An AP can protect the immediate response by preceding the VHT MU PPDU (which might have TXVECTOR
parameter NUM_USERS > 1) with an RTS/CTS exchange or a CTS-to-self transmission.

An illustration of TXOP sharing is shown in Figure 9-20a. In this figure, the AP has frames in queues of
three of its ACs. It is assumed that the TXOP was obtained by AC_VI and is shared by AC_VO and AC_BE.
It is also assumed that these frames are targeting three STAs, STA-1 to STA-3.

9.19.2.4 Multiple frame transmission in an EDCA TXOP
Change 9.19.2.4 as follows:

Multiple frames may be transmitted in an EDCA TXOP that was acquired following the rules in 9.19.2.3 if
there is more than one frame pending in the primary AC for which the channel has been acquired. However,
those frames that are pending in other ACs shall not be transmitted in this EDCA TXOP except when sent in
a VHT MU PPDU with TXVECTOR parameter NUM_USERS > 1 and if allowed by the rules in 9.19.2.3a.
If a TXOP holder has in its transmit queue an additional frame of the same primary AC as-the-ene—just
transmitted and the duration of transmission of that frame plus any expected acknowledgment for that frame
is less than the remaining TXNAYV timer value, then the SFA-TXOP holder may commence transmission of
that frame a SIFS (or RIFS, under if the conditions defined in 9.3.2.3.2 _are met) after the completion of the
immediately preceding frame exchange sequence, subject to the TXOP limit restriction as described in
9.19.2.2._A STA shall not commence the transmission of an RTS with a bandwidth signaling TA until at

least PIFS time after the immediately preceding frame exchange sequence. An HT STA that is a TXOP
holder may transmit multiple MPDUs of the same AC within an A-MPDU as long as the duration of

transmission of the A-MPDU plus any expected BlockAck response is less than the remaining TXNAV
timer value.

NOTE 1—PIFES is used by a VHT STA to perform CCA in the secondary 20 MHz, 40 MHz, and 80 MHz channels
before receiving RTS.

NOTE_2—An RD responder can transmit multiple MPDUs as described in 9.24.4.

The TXNAYV timer is a timer that is initialized with the duration from the Duration/ID field in the frame
most recently successfully transmitted by the TXOP holder. The TXNAYV timer begins counting down from
the end of the transmission of the PPDU containing that frame. Following the BlockAck response, the HT
STA may start transmission of another MPDU or A-MPDU a SIFS after the completion of the immediately
preceding frame exchange sequence. The HT STA may retransmit unacknowledged MPDUs within the
same TXOP or in a subsequent TXOP.
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Figure 9-20a—lllustration of TXOP sharing and PPDU construction

After a valid response to the initial frame of a TXOP, if the Duration/ID field is set for multiple frame
transmission and there is a subsequent transmission failure, the corresponding channel access function may
transmit after the CS mechanism (see 9.3.2.1) indicates that the medium is idle at the TxPIFS slot boundary
(defined in 9.3.7) before the expiry of the TXNAYV timer. At the expiry of the TXNAYV timer, if the channel
access function has not regained access to the medium, then the EDCAF shall invoke the backoff procedure
that is described in 9.19.2.5. Transmission failure is defined in 9.19.2.5.

All other channel access functions at the STA shall treat the medium as busy until the expiry of the TXNAV
timer.

A frame exchange may be one of the following:
A frame not requiring immediate acknowledgment (such as a group addressed frame or a frame

transmitted with No Ack policy or Block Ack policy) or an A-MPDU containing only such frames
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— A frame requiring acknowledgment (such as an individually addressed frame transmitted with

Normal Ack policy) or an A-MPDU containing at least one such frame, followed after SIFS by a

corresponding acknowledgment frame
— Either
a VHT NDP Announcement frame followed after SIFS by a VHT NDP, or
a Beamforming Report Poll frame

followed after SIFS by a PPDU containing one or more VHT Compressed Beamforming frames

Note that, as for an EDCA TXOP, a multiple frame transmission is granted to an EDCAF, not to a STA, so
that the multiple frame transmission is permitted only for the transmission of a frame of the same AC as the
frame that was granted the EDCA TXOP, unless the EDCA TXOP obtained is used by an AP for a PSMP
sequence or a VHT MU PPDU with TXVECTOR parameter NUM_USERS > 1.

In sueh-a the case of PSMP, this AC transmission restriction does not apply to either the AP or the STAs
participating in the PSMP sequence, but the specific restrictions on transmission during a PSMP sequence
described in 9.26 do apply.

When permitted by the rules in 9.19.2.3a, traffic from secondary ACs may be transmitted in a VHT MU
PPDU that has TXVECTOR parameter NUM_USERS > 1 and that carries traffic for the primary AC.

If a TXOP is protected by an RTS or CTS frame carried in a non-HT or a non-HT duplicate PPDU, the
TXOP holder shall set the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH of a PPDU as follows:

— To be the same or narrower than RXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH_IN_NON_HT of the
last received CTS frame in the same TXOP, if the RTS frame with a bandwidth signaling TA and
TXVECTOR parameter DYN_BANDWIDTH _IN_NON_HT set to Dynamic has been sent by the
TXOP holder in the last RTS/CTS exchange.

— Otherwise, to be the same or narrower than the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH of the
RTS frame that has been sent by the TXOP holder in the last RTS/CTS in the same TXOP.

If there is no RTS/CTS exchange in non-HT duplicate format in a TXOP and there is at least one non-HT

duplicate frame exchange in a TXOP, the TXOP holder shall set the CH BANDWIDTH parameter in
TXVECTOR of a PPDU sent after the first non-HT duplicate frame to be the same or narrower than the

CH BANDWIDTH parameter in TXVECTOR of the initial frame in the first non-HT duplicate frame
exchange in the same TXOP.

If there is no non-HT duplicate frame exchange in a TXOP, the TXOP holder shall set the TXVECTOR
parameter CH BANDWIDTH of a non-initial PPDU to be the same or narrower than the TXVECTOR

parameter CH BANDWIDTH of the preceding PPDU that it has transmitted in the same TXOP.

If a TXOP is protected by a CTS-to-self frame carried in a non-HT or non-HT duplicate PPDU, the TXOP

holder shall set the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH of a PPDU to be the same or narrower than
the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH of the CTS-to-self in the same TXOP.

NOTE—The bandwidth of a PS-Poll frame does not constrain the bandwidth of an immediate data response to that PS-
Poll frame.

9.19.2.5 EDCA backoff procedure
Change 9.19.2.5 as follows:

Each EDCAF shall maintain a state variable CW[AC], which shall be initialized to the value of the parameter
CWmin[AC].
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For the purposes of this subclause, successful transmission and transmission failure of an MPDU are defined
as follows:

After transmitting an MPDU (regardless-of-whether-even if it is carried in an A-MPDU or as part of
a VHT MU PPDU that might have TXVECTOR parameter NUM_USERS > 1) that requires an
immediate frame as a response, the STA shall wait for a timeout interval of duration of aSIFSTime +
aSlotTime + aPHY-RX-START-Delay, starting at the PHY-TXEND.confirm primitive. If a
PHYRXSTART.indication does not occur during the timeout interval, the STA concludes that the
transmission of the MPDU has failed.

If a PHY-RXSTART.indication primitive does occur during the timeout interval, the STA shall wait
for the corresponding PHY-RXEND.indication primitive to determine whether the MPDU
transmission was successful. The recognition of a valid response frame sent by the recipient of the
MPDU requiring a response, corresponding to this PHY-RXEND.indication primitive, shall be
interpreted as a successful response.

The recognition of a valid data frame sent by the recipient of a PS-Poll frame shall also be accepted
as successful acknowledgment of the PS-Poll frame.

A-The transmission of an MPDU that does not require an immediate frame as a response is defined
as a successful transmission, unless it is one of the nonfinal (re)transmissions of an MPDU that is
delivered using the GCR unsolicited retry retransmission policy (9.19.2.6.2).

The nonfinal (re)transmission of an MPDU that is delivered using the GCR unsolicited retry
retransmission policy (9.19.2.6.2)) is defined to be a failure.

The final (re)transmission of an MPDU that is delivered using the GCR unsolicited retry
retransmission policy (9.19.2.6.2) is defined as a successful transmission.

The recognition of anything else, including any other valid frame, shall be interpreted as failure of
the MPDU transmission.

The backoff procedure shall be invoked for an EDCAF when any of the following events occurs:

a)

b)

A frame with that AC is requested to be transmitted, the medium is busy_on the primary channel as
indicated by either physical or virtual CS, and the backoff timer has a value of 0 for that AC.

The final-transmission of the MPDU in the final PPDU transmitted by the TXOP holder initiated
during the TXOP for that AC was successful as defined in this subclause and the TXNAV timer has
expired, and the AC was a primary AC.

The transmissten-of-expected immediate response to the initial frame of a TXOP of that AC fails-is
not received, and the AC was a primary AC.

An-internal-ecollisionisreportedfor-that EDCAF(see-919-2:3)3-The transmission attempt collides
internally with another EDCAF of an AC that has higher priority, that is, two or more EDCAFs in
the same STA are granted a TXOP at the same time.

The transmission attempt of a STA coordinated by an MM-SME collides internally with another
STA coordinated by the same MM-SME (see 10.33), which is indicated to the first MAC entity with
a PHY-TxBusy.indication (BUSY) as response to the PHY-TXSTART.request primitive.

NOTE—For the purpose of this subclause, reception of a valid immediate response to any of the MPDUs in this PPDU

determines that transmission of all MPDUs in the PPDU was successful.

In addition, the backoff procedure may be invoked for an EDCAF when the transmission of the MPDUs in a
non-initial frame-PPDU by the TXOP holder fails.

NOTE—A STA can perform a PIFS recovery as described in 9.19.2.4 or perform a backoff as described in the previous
paragraph as a response to transmission failure within a TXOP. How it chooses between these two is implementation
dependent.

A STA that performs a backoff within its existing TXOP shall not extend the TXNAV timer value.
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NOTE—In other words, the backoff is a continuation of the TXOP, not the start of a new TXOP.

If the backoff procedure is invoked for reason a) above, the value of CW[ACT] shall be left unchanged. If the
backoff procedure is invoked because of reason b) above, the value of CW[AC] shall be reset to CWmin[AC].

NOTE—If condition b) or ¢) occurs for a secondary AC, the backoff for the associated EDCAF continues without
change to the backoff counter or to the value of CW[AC].

QoS STAs shall maintain a short retry counter and a long retry counter for each MSDU, A-MSDU, or
MMPDU that belongs to a TC that requires acknowledgment. The initial value for the short and long retry
counters shall be 0. QoS STAs also maintain a short retry counter and a long retry counter for each AC. They
are defined as QSRC[AC] and QLRC[AC], respectively, and each is initialized to a value of 0. When
dot1 1RobustAVStreaminglmplemented is true, QoS STAs shall maintain a short drop-eligible retry counter
and a long drop-eligible retry counter for each AC. They are defined as QSDRC[AC] and QLDRC[AC],
respectively, and each is initialized to a value of zero. APs with dotl 1RobustAV StreamingImplemented true
and mesh STAs with dotl IMeshGCRImplemented true, shall maintain an unsolicited retry counter.

If the backoff procedure is invoked because of a failure event [reason c) or d) or e) above or the transmission
failure of a non-initial frame by the TXOP holder], the value of CW[AC] shall be updated as follows before
invoking the backoff procedure:
— If the QSRC[AC] or the QLRCJ[AC] for the QoS STA has reached dotl1ShortRetryLimit or
dotl1LongRetryLimit, respectively, CW[AC] shall be reset to CWmin[AC].
— If the QSDRC[AC] or the QLDRC[AC] for the QoS STA in which
dotl 1RobustAVStreamingImplemented is true has reached dotl1ShortDEIRetryLimit or
dotl 1LongDEIRetryLimit, respectively, CW[AC] shall be reset to CWmin[AC].

— Otherwise,
— If CW[AC] is less than CWmax[AC], CW[AC] shall be set to the value (CW[AC] + 1)*2 — 1.

— If CW[AC] is equal to CWmax[AC], CW[AC] shall remain unchanged for the remainder of any
retries.

The backoff timer is set to an integer value chosen randomly with a uniform distribution taking values in the
range [0,CW[ACT]] inclusive.

All backoff slots occur following an AIFS[AC] period during which the medium is determined to be idle_on the
primary channel for the duration of the AIFS[AC] period, or following an EIFS — DIFS + AIFS[AC] period
during which the medium is determined to be idle_on the primary channel for the duration of the EIFS — DIFS
+ AIFS[AC] period, as appropriate (see 9.3.2.3), except as defined in 9.19.2.3, which allows the medium to
be busy during the initial aSIFSTime of this period under certain conditions.

9.19.2.6 Retransmit procedures

9.19.2.6.1 General
Change the second paragraph of 9.19.2.6.1 as follows:

QSRC[AC] shall be incremented every time transmission of an A-MPDU or frame of length less than or
equal to dotl1RTSThreshold fails, regardless of the presence or value of the DEI field. When
dotl 1RobustAVStreamingImplemented is true, QSDRC[ACT] shall be incremented every time transmission
of an A-MPDU or frame in which the HT variant HT Control field is present, the DEI field is equal to 1, and
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the length of the frame is less than or equal to dotl IRTSThreshold fails. This short retry count and the QoS
STA QSRC[AC] shall be reset when an A-MPDU or frame of length less than or equal to
dotl 1RTSThreshold succeeds. When dotl 1RobustAV StreamingImplemented is true, the QSDRC[AC] shall
be reset when an A-MPDU or frame of length less than or equal to dot1 IRTSThreshold succeeds, regardless
of the presence or value of the DEI field.

Change the fourth paragraph of 9.19.2.6.1 as follows:

QLRC[AC] shall be incremented every time transmission of an A-MPDU or frame of length greater than or
equal to dotl IRTSThreshold fails, regardless of the presence or value of the DEI field. This long retry count
and the QLRC[AC] shall be reset when an A-MPDU or frame of length greater than dotl IRTSThreshold
succeeds. When dotl 1RobustAVStreaminglmplemented is true, QLDRC[ACT] shall be incremented every
time transmission fails for an A-MPDU or frame of length greater than dotl IRTSThreshold in which the
HT variant HT Control field is present and the DEI field is equal to 1. The QLDRC[ACT] shall be reset when
an A-MPDU or frame of length greater than dotl IRTSThreshold succeeds, regardless of the presence or
value of the DEI field.

9.19.2.7 Truncation of a TXOP

Change the fourth paragraph of 9.19.2.7, insert a new note after the existing note after this paragraph,
and number the existing note “1” as follows:

In a non-DMG network, a STA shall interpret the reception of a CF-End frame as a NAV reset, i.e., it resets
its NAV timer to 0 at the end of the PPDU containing this frame. After receiving a CF-End frame with a
matching BSSID(TA) without comparing Individual/Group bit, an AP may respond by transmitting a CF-
End frame after SIFS.

NOTE_1—The transmission of a single CF-End frame by the TXOP holder resets the NAV of STAs hearing the TXOP
holder. There may be STAs that could hear the TXOP responder that had set their NAV that do not hear this NAV reset.
Those STAs are prevented from contending for the medium until the original NAV reservation expires.

NOTE 2—A CF-End sent by a non-AP VHT STA that is a member of a VHT BSS can include the TXVECTOR
parameter CH BANDWIDTH IN_NON_HT as defined in 9.7.6.6 in case it elicits a CF-End response.

Insert the following subclause, 9.19.2.8 (including Table 9-8a), after 9.19.2.7:

9.19.2.8 EDCA channel access in a VHT BSS

If the MAC receives a PHY-CCA.indication primitive with the channel-list parameter present, the channels
considered idle are defined in Table 9-8a.

Table 9-8a—Channels indicated idle by the channel-list parameter

PHY-CCA.indication
. Idle channels
channel-list element
primary None
secondary Primary 20 MHz channel
secondary40 Primary 20 MHz channel and secondary 20 MHz channel
secondary80 Primary 20 MHz channel, secondary 20 MHz channel, and
secondary 40 MHz channel
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In the following description, the CCA is sampled according to the timing relationships defined in 9.3.7. Slot
boundaries are determined solely by activity on the primary channel. “Channel idle for an interval of PIFS”
means that whenever CCA is sampled during the period of PIFS that ends at the start of transmission, the
CCA for that channel was determined to be idle.

If a STA is permitted to begin a TXOP (as defined in 9.19.2.3) and the STA has at least one MSDU pending
for transmission for the AC of the permitted TXOP, the STA shall perform exactly one of the following
steps:

a) Transmit a 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz mask PPDU if the secondary channel, the secondary 40 MHz
channel, and the secondary 80 MHz channel were idle during an interval of PIFS immediately
preceding the start of the TXOP.

b) Transmit an 80 MHz mask PPDU on the primary 80 MHz channel if both the secondary channel and
the secondary 40 MHz channel were idle during an interval of PIFS immediately preceding the start
of the TXOP.

¢) Transmit a 40 MHz mask PPDU on the primary 40 MHz channel if the secondary channel was idle
during an interval of PIFS immediately preceding the start of the TXOP.

d) Transmit a 20 MHz mask PPDU on the primary 20 MHz channel.

e) Restart the channel access attempt by invoking the backoff procedure as specified in 9.19.2 as
though the medium is busy on the primary channel as indicated by either physical or virtual CS and
the backoff timer has a value of 0.

NOTE 1—In the case of rule ¢), the STA selects a new random number using the current value of CW[AC], and the retry
counters are not updated (as described in 9.19.2.5; backoff procedure invoked for event a)).

NOTE 2—For both an HT and a VHT STA, an EDCA TXOP is obtained based on activity on the primary channel (see
9.19.2.3). The width of transmission is determined by the CCA status of the non-primary channels during the PIFS
interval before transmission (see 9.19.2.4).

9.19.3 HCCA

9.19.3.2 HCCA procedure

9.19.3.2.4 Recovery from the absence of an expected reception
Change the second paragraph of 9.19.3.2.4 as follows:

The beginning of reception of an expected response is detected by the occurrence of
PHYCCA.indication(BUSY, channel-list) primitive at the STA that is expecting the response where_the

channel-list parameter is absent or, if present, includes “primary”.

9.19.3.5 HCCA transfer rules
9.19.3.5.3 Use of RTS/CTS

Insert the following subclause, 9.19.3.5.4, after 9.19.3.5.3:
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9.19.3.5.4 HCCA transfer rules for a VHT STA

A VHT STA in a BSS that supports multiple channel widths is granted a TXOP for a specified duration and
for a channel width that is equal to the channel width of the frame containing the QoS CF-Poll.

9.21 Block Acknowledgment (Block Ack)

9.21.10 GCR Block Ack

9.21.10.3 GCR Block Ack BlockAckReq and BlockAck frame exchanges

Change the eighth paragraph of 9.21.10.3 as follows:

The beginning of reception of an expected response to a BlockAckRequest frame is detected by the

occurrence of a PHY-CCA.indication(BUSY, channel-list) primitive at the STA that is expecting the

response where the channel-list parameter is absent or, if present, includes “primary.”-ene-efthe-fellowing
i st

9.23 Protection mechanisms

9.23.5 L-SIG TXOP protection

9.23.5.3 L-SIG TXOP protection rules at the TXOP responder

Insert the following paragraph at the end of 9.23.5.3:

A VHT STA shall set the HT Capabilities element HT Capabilities Info field L-SIG TXOP Protection
Support subfield to 0 during association and reassociation. A VHT AP shall set the HT Operation element
HT Operation Information field L-SIG TXOP Protection Full Support subfield to 0.

Insert the following subclause, 9.23.6, after 9.23.5.4:

9.23.6 Protection Rules for VHT STAs

A VHT STA is subject to all of the rules for HT STAs that apply to its operating band. This defines
protection accorded to non-HT STAs.

9.25 Reverse Direction Protocol
9.25.1 Reverse direction (RD) exchange sequence

Insert the following note after the existing note after the first paragraph of 9.25.1, and number the
existing note “1”:

NOTE 2—If the RD responder is a VHT AP, the RD response burst can contain VHT MU PPDUs that might have
TXVECTOR parameter NUM_USERS > 1.
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9.25.3 Rules for RD initiator
Change the third paragraph of 9.25.3 as follows:

Transmission of a +HTC/DMG frame by an RD initiator with the RDG/More PPDU subfield equal to 1
(either transmitted as a non-A-MPDU frame or VHT single MPDU or within an A-MPDU) indicates that the
duration indicated by the Duration/ID field is available for the RD response burst and RD initiator final
PPDU (if present).

Change the last paragraph of 9.25.3 as follows:

A STA that transmits a QoS +CF-ACK data frame according to the rules in 9.19.3.5 may also include an
RDG in that frame provided that

— Itis anon-A-MPDU frame_ or VHT single MPDU, and
— The target of the +CF-ACK is equal to the Address 1 field of the frame.

9.25.4 Rules for responder
Change the third paragraph of 9.25.4 as follows:
An RD responder that is a non-DMG STA may transmit a +CF-ACK non-A-MPDU frame_or VHT single

MPDU in response to a aer-A-MPBY QoS Data +HTC non-A-MPDU frame or VHT single MPDU that has
the Ack Policy field equal to Normal Ack and the RDG/More PPDU subfield equal to 1.

Change the seventh paragraph of 9.25.4 as follows:

During an RDG, any PPDU transmitted by an RD responder shall contain at least one MPDU with an
Address 1 field that matches the MAC address of the RD initiator, and the inclusion of traffic to STAs other

than the RD initiator in a VHT MU PPDU shall not increase the duration of the VHT MU PPDU beyond that
required to transport the traffic to the RD initiator. tThe RD responder shall not transmit any frames causing
a response after SIFS with an Address 1 field that does not match the MAC address of the RD initiator. The
RD responder shall not transmit any PPDUs with a CH BANDWIDTH that is wider than the
CH BANDWIDTH of the PPDU containing the frame(s) that delivered the RD grant.

9.26 PSMP operation

9.26.1 Frame transmission mechanism during PSMP

9.26.1.2 PSMP downlink transmission (PSMP-DTT)

Change the third paragraph of 9.26.1.2 as follows:

The PSMP-DTT may contain one or more PPDUs, each of which may contain either an A-MPDU or a

single (ren-A-MPPUY)}-MPDU. Data may be transmitted using either format, provided that the format is
supported by both the transmitter and the receiver.
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9.27 Sounding PPDUs

Insert the following paragraph at the beginning of 9.27:
The behavior described in this subclause is specific to the use of the HT variant HT Control field.
Change the now third paragraph through the beginning of the fifth paragraph of 9.27 as follows:

A STA transmits sounding PPDUs when it operates in the following roles:
— MFB requester (see 9.28.2)

— HT beamformee Beamfermee responding to a training request, calibration initiator, or responder
involved in implicit transmit beamforming (see 9.29.2.2, 9.29.2.3, and 9.29.2.4)

— HT beamformer Beamfoermer involved in explicit transmit beamforming (see 9.29.3)
— ASEL transmitter and ASEL sounding-capable transmitter involved in ASEL (see 9.30.2)

A STA receives sounding PPDUs when it operates in the following roles:
— MFB responder (see 9.28.2)

— HT beamformer Beamformer sending a training request, calibration initiator, or responder involved
in implicit transmit beamforming (see 9.29.2.2,9.29.2.3, and 9.29.2.4)

— HT beamformee Beamfermee involved in explicit transmit beamforming (see 9.29.3)
— Transmit ASEL responder and ASEL receiver involved in ASEL (see 9.30.2)

When transmitting a sounding PPDU, the transmitting STA follows the rules stated below to determine the
maximum number of space-time streams for which channel coefficients can be simultaneously estimated:

—  When transmitting a sounding PPDU that

— Contains a +HTC frame with the MRQ subfield equal to 1, or

— Is sent as a response to a +tHTC frame with the TRQ field equal to 1, or

— Is sent during a calibration sounding exchange, or

— Is sent by an HT beamformer involved in explicit transmit beamforming, or
— Is sent in transmit or receive ASEL exchanges,

9.28 Link adaptation

Change the title of 9.28.2 as follows:

9.28.2 Link adaptation using the HT variant HT Control field

Insert the following paragraph at the beginning of 9.28.2:

The behavior described in this subclause is specific to the HT variant HT Control field.

Change the now fifth paragraph of 9.28.2 as follows:

An MFB requester shall transmit +HTC frames with the MRQ subfield equal to 1 in one of the following
ways:

—  Within a sounding PPDU, or

— With the HT NDP Announcement subfield in the +HTC frame set to 1 and following the +HTC
frame by an NDP transmission
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Change the now seventh paragraph of 9.28.2 as follows:

An MFB-capable STA (identified by the MCS Feedback field in Extended HT Capabilities Info field equal
to 3) shall support the following:

— MFB estimate computation and feedback on the receipt of MRQ (MRQ=1 in +HTC) in a sounding
PPDU for which the RXVECTOR NUM _EXTEN SS parameter contains 0 in the
PHYRXSTART.indication primitive.

— MFB estimate computation and feedback on the receipt of MRQ (MRQ=1 in +HTC) in a staggered
sounding PPDU if this STA declares support for receive staggered sounding by setting the Receive
Staggered Sounding Capable subfield of the Transmit Beamforming Capabilities field to 1.

— MFB estimate computation and feedback on the receipt of NDP (see 9.31) if this STA declares
support for receiving NDP sounding by setting the Receive NDP Capable subfield of the Transmit
Beamforming Capabilities field to 1. The MFB requester shall set the MRQ subfield to 1 in the frame
where the HT NDP Announcement subfield is equal to 1.

Change the last paragraph of 9.28.2 as follows:

If an HT beamformer transmits a PPDU with the TXVECTOR EXPANSION MAT TYPE set to either
COMPRESSED SV or NON_COMPRESSED SV, it should use the recommended MCS associated with
those matrices reported in a Noncompressed Beamforming frame or a Compressed Beamforming frame.

Insert the following subclause, 9.28.3, after 9.28.2:
9.28.3 Link adaptation using the VHT variant HT Control field
The behavior described in this subclause is specific to the VHT variant HT Control field.

A STA that supports VHT link adaptation using the VHT variant HT Control field shall set the VHT Link
Adaptation Capable subfield in the VHT Capabilities Info field in the VHT Capabilities element to
Unsolicited or Both, depending on its specific link adaptation feedback capability. A STA shall not send an
MRQ to STAs that have not set VHT Link Adaptation Capable subfield to Both in the VHT Capabilities
Info field of the VHT Capabilities element. A STA whose VHT Link Adaptation Capable subfield of the
VHT Capabilities Info field of the VHT Capabilities element is either set to Unsolicited or Both may
transmit unsolicited MFB in any frame that contains a VHT variant HT Control field.

The MFB requester may set the MRQ field to 1 in the VHT variant HT Control field of a frame to request a
STA to provide link adaptation feedback. In each request the MFB requester shall set the MSI/STBC field to
a value in the ranges 0 to 6, 0 to 2, or 0 to 3, depending on the settings in the Unsolicited MFB and STBC
fields (see 8.2.4.6.3). The choice of MSI value is implementation dependent.

The appearance of more than one instance of a VHT variant HT Control field with the MRQ field equal to 1
within a single PPDU shall be interpreted by the receiver as a single request for link adaptation feedback.

An MFB responder that has set the VHT Link Adaptation Capable subfield to Both in the VHT Capabilities
Info field of the VHT Capabilities element shall support both of the following:

— Computation and feedback of the MFB estimate on the receipt of an MFB request (MRQ equal to 1
in the VHT variant HT Control field) in a PPDU that is not a VHT NDP Announcement frame

— Computation and feedback of the MFB estimate on the receipt of an MFB request (MRQ equal to 1
in VHT variant HT Control field) in a VHT NDP Announcement frame and the receipt of VHT
NDPs (see 9.31) if this STA set the SU Beamformee Capable subfield of the VHT Capabilities Info
field of the VHT Capabilities element to 1
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On receipt of a VHT variant HT Control field with the MRQ field equal to 1, an MFB responder computes
the VHT-MCS, NUM_STS, and SNR estimates based on the PPDU carrying the MRQ or, in the case of a
VHT NDP Announcement frame carrying the MRQ, based on the subsequent VHT NDP. The MFB
responder labels the result of this computation with the MSI value from the VHT variant HT Control field in
the received frame carrying the MRQ. The MFB responder may include the received MSI value in the MFSI
field of the corresponding response frame. In the case of a delayed response, this allows the MFB requester
to associate the MFB with the soliciting MRQ.

An MFB responder that sends a solicited MFB shall set the Unsolicited MFB subfield in VHT variant HT
Control field to 0.

The MFB responder may send a solicited response frame with any of the following combinations of VHT-
MCS, NUM_STS, and MFSI:

VHT-MCS = 15, NUM_STS =7 in the MFB subfield, MFSI = 7: no information is provided for the
immediately preceding request or for any other pending request. This combination is used when the
responder is required to include a VHT variant HT Control field due to other protocols that use this
field (e.g., the Reverse Direction Protocol) and when no MFB is available. It has no effect on the
status of any pending MRQ.

— VHT-MCS =15, NUM_STS =7 in the MFB subfield, MFSI in the range 0 to 6: the responder is not

now providing, and will never provide, feedback for the request that had the MSI value that matches
the MFSI value.

VHT-MCS = valid value, NUM_STS = valid value in the MFB subfield, MFSI in the range 0 to 6:
the responder is providing feedback for the request that had the MSI value that matches the MFSI
value.

An MFB responder that discards or abandons the MFB estimates computed in response to an MRQ may
indicate that it has done so by setting the VHT-MCS to 15 and NUM_STS to 7 in the MFB subfield in the
next frame addressed to the MFB requester that includes the VHT variant HT Control field. The value of the
MFSI is set to the value of the MSI/STBC subfield of the frame that contains an MRQ for which the
computation was abandoned, regardless of whether the MSI/STBC subfield contains an MSI or a
Compressed MSI and STBC Indication subfields.

The STA receiving MFB may use the received MFB to compute the appropriate VHT-MCS, SNR, and
NUM_STS.

A STA sending unsolicited MFB feedback using the VHT variant HT Control field shall set the Unsolicited
MFB subfield to 1.

Unsolicited VHT-MCS, NUM_STS, BW, and SNR estimates reported in the MFB subfield of a VHT
variant HT Control field sent by a STA are computed based on the most recent PPDU received by the STA
that matches the description indicated by the GID-L, GID-H, Coding Type, STBC Indication, and FB Tx
Type fields in the same VHT variant HT Control field.

In an unsolicited MFB response the GID-L, GID-H, Coding Type, STBC Indication, FB Tx Type, and BW
fields are set according to the RXVECTOR parameters of the received PPDU from which the VHT-MCS,
SNR, BW, and NUM_STS are estimated, as follows:

— Ifthe VHT-MCS, SNR, BW, and NUM_STS are estimated from a VHT MU PPDU, then the GID-L
field is set to the 3 least significant bits and the GID-H field to the 3 most significant bits of the
parameter GROUP_ID.

If the VHT-MCS, SNR, BW, and NUM_STS are estimated from an SU PPDU, then the GID-L field
and GID-H field are set to all ones.
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— The Coding Type field is set to 0 if the parameter FEC_CODING is equal to BCC_CODING and set
to 1 if equal to LDPC_CODING.

— The STBC Indication field is set to 1 if the parameter STBC is equal to 1 and set to 0 if the STBC
parameter is equal to 0.

— The FB TX Type field is set to 1 if the parameter BEAMFORMED is equal to 1 and set to 0 if equal
to 0.

— The BW field shall indicate a bandwidth equal to or less than the bandwidth indicated by the
parameter CH_ BANDWIDTH.

In an MFB response solicited by an MRQ that was not carried in a VHT NDP Announcement frame, the
MFB is computed based on RXVECTOR parameters CH BANDWIDTH, GROUP_ID, NUM_STS,
FEC_CODING, BEAMFORMED, and STBC of the received PPDU that carried the MRQ and might
additionally be based on other factors that are not part of the RXVECTOR. The NUM_STS subfield of the
MFB subfield of VHT variant HT Control field shall be set to an equal or smaller value than the
RXVECTOR parameter NUM_STS of the received PPDU that triggered the MRQ.

If the MFB is in the same MPDU as a VHT Compressed Beamforming frame, the MFB responder shall
estimate the recommended MFB under the assumption that the beamformer will use the steering matrices
contained therein for performing an SU beamformed transmission. In this case the value of the NUM_STS
field in the MFB subfield of the VHT variant HT Control field shall be the same as the value of the Nc Index
field in the VHT MIMO Control field of the VHT Compressed Beamforming frame and, if the MFB is
unsolicited, the Coding Type shall be set to BCC and the FB Tx Type shall be set to 0. Additionally, MFB
estimate shall be based on the bandwidth indicated by the Channel Width subfield of the VHT MIMO
Control field of the VHT Compressed Beamforming frame. In this case the SNR and BW subfields are
reserved and set to 0.

If an unsolicited MFB is not in the same MPDU as a VHT Compressed Beamforming frame, the NUM_STS
subfield of the MFB subfield of the VHT variant HT Control field shall be set to an equal or smaller value
than the RXVECTOR parameter NUM_STS of the received PPDU from which the MFB parameters are
estimated.

If the MFB requester sends the MRQ in a VHT NDP Announcement frame, then the MFB responder shall
include the corresponding MFB in (all of) the VHT Compressed Beamforming frame(s) sent in response to
the same VHT NDP Announcement frame and NDP sequence.

If the value of the NUM_STS subfield of the MFB field (solicited or unsolicited) is a smaller value than the
RXVECTOR parameter NUM_STS of the received PPDU on which the MFB is based, the MFB responder
shall estimate the recommended VHT-MCS under the assumption that the MFB requester will transmit the
first Ngrg space-time streams in the corresponding PPDU carrying MRQ. If the MFB is based on an SU
PPDU the first Ngrg space-time streams correspond to columns 1, ..., Ng7g of the spatial mapping matrix Q.
If the MFB is based on a VHT MU PPDU, then for the user u the first Ngr¢ space-time streams correspond to
columns M, +1, ..., M, +Ngrg , of the spatial mapping matrix Q (M,, is defined in 22.3.10.11.1).

A VHT NDP Announcement frame that contains multiple STA Info fields and that contains a VHT format
of HT Control field with the MRQ subfield equal to 1 solicits an MFB response from all the STAs listed in
the STA Info fields.

When the MFB requester sets the MRQ subfield to 1 and sets the MSI/STBC subfield to a value that
matches the MSI/STBC subfield value of a previous request for which the responder has not yet provided
feedback, the responder shall discard or abandon the computation for the MRQ that corresponds to the
previous use of that MSI/STBC subfield value and start a new computation based on the new request.
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A STA may respond immediately to a current request for MFB with a frame containing an MFSI field value
and an MFB field value that correspond to a request that precedes the current request.

Bidirectional request/responses are supported. A STA may act as both the MFB requester for one direction

of a duplex link and the MFB responder for the other direction and include both an MRQ and an MFB in the
same VHT variant HT Control field.

9.29 Transmit beamforming
Change 9.29.1 (including the subclause title) as follows:

9.29.1 GeneralHT steering matrix calculations

In order for an HT beamformer to calculate an appropriate steering matrix for transmit spatial processing
when transmitting to a specific HT beamformee, the HT beamformer needs to have an accurate estimate of
the channel over which it is transmitting. Two methods of calculation are defined as follows:

— Implicit feedback: When using implicit feedback, the beamformer receives long training symbols
transmitted by the HT beamformee, which allow the MIMO channel between the HT beamformee
and HT beamformer to be estimated. If the channel is reciprocal, the HT beamformer can use the
training symbols that it receives from the HT beamformee to make a channel estimate suitable for
computing the transmit steering matrix. Generally, calibrated radios in MIMO systems can improve
reciprocity. See 9.29.2.

—  Explicit feedback: When using explicit feedback, the HT beamformee makes a direct estimate of the
channel from training symbols sent to the HT beamformee by the HT beamformer. The HT
beamformee may prepare CSI or steering feedback based on an observation of these training
symbols. The HT beamformee quantizes the feedback and sends it to the HT beamformer. The HT
beamformer can use the feedback as the basis for determining transmit steering vectors. See 9.29.3.

An HT STA shall not transmit a PPDU with the TXVECTOR EXPANSION MAT parameter present if
dot11BeamFormingOptionActivated is false.

Change the title of 9.29.2 as follows:
9.29.2 HT tFransmit beamforming with implicit feedback
9.29.2.1 General

Change 9.29.2.1 as follows:

The procedures for HT transmit beamforming with implicit feedback use only HT and non-HT PPDUs, and
the HT Control field, when present, is the HT variant HT Control field.

Transmit beamforming with implicit feedback can operate in a unidirectional or bidirectional manner. In
unidirectional implicit transmit beamforming, only the HT beamformer sends beamformed transmissions. In
bidirectional implicit transmit beamforming, both STAs send beamformed transmissions, i.e., a STA may
act as both HT beamformer and HT beamformee.

Calibration of receive/transmit chains should be done to improve performance of transmit beamforming
using implicit feedback. Over-the-air calibration is described in 9.29.2.4. For implicit transmit
beamforming, only the HT beamformer, which is sending the beamformed transmissions, needs to be
calibrated.
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A STA that advertises itself as being capable of being an HT beamformer and/or HT beamformee using
implicit feedback shall support the requirements in Table 9-11.

Table 9-11 remains unchanged.

A STA that performs one of the roles related to transmit beamforming with implicit feedback shall support
the associated capabilities shown in Table 9-12.

Table 9-9—Transmit beamforming support required with implicit feedback

Role Required support
HT bBeamformee: Shall transmit sounding PPDUs as a response to TRQ=1.
A receiver of transmit
beamformed PPDUs
Beamformer: Can receive sounding PPDUs.
A transmitter of Can compute steering matrices from MIMO channel estimates obtained from long
beamformed PPDUs training symbols in sounding PPDUs received from the HT beamformee.
A responder in a Can receive and transmit sounding PPDUs.
calibration exchange Can respond with a CSI frame that contains channel measurement information
obtained during reception of a sounding PPDU.
An initiator in a Can receive and transmit sounding PPDUs.
calibration exchange Can receive a CSI frame sent by a calibration responder.

When an HT beamformee transmits a sounding PPDU, the SOUNDING parameter in the TXVECTOR in
the PHYTXSTART.request primitive shall be set to SOUNDING. If the HT beamformee is capable of
implicit transmit beamforming and the HT beamformer is capable of receiving implicit transmit
beamforming, the sounding PPDU from the HT beamformee may be steered.

A PPDU containing one or more +HTC MPDUs in which the TRQ field is equal to 1 shall not be sent to a
STA that sets the Implicit Transmit Beamforming Receiving Capable subfield of the Transmit Beamforming
field of the HT Capabilities element to 0.

If a PPDU containing one or more +HTC MPDUs in which the TRQ field is equal to 1 requires an
immediate response, either the response from the HT beamformee shall be included in a sounding PPDU, or
the HT NDP Announcement subfield of the HT Control field shall be set to 1 and the PPDU shall be
followed by an NDP. If the PPDU in which the TRQ field is equal to 1 does not require an immediate
response, either the HT beamformee shall transmit a sounding PPDU in the next TXOP obtained by the HT
beamformee, or the HT beamformee shall transmit a PPDU in the next TXOP obtained by the HT
beamformee in which the HT NDP Announcement subfield of the HT Control field is set to 1 and that PPDU
shall be followed by an NDP. The use of NDP as a sounding PPDU is described in 9.31.

NOTE—A STA that acts as an HT beamformer using implicit feedback expects to receive a sounding PPDU in response
to a training request. The STA can compute steering matrices from the channel estimates obtained from the received
sounding PPDU.

At the end of the TXOP, the final PPDU from the HT beamformer shall not have the TRQ field set to 1 in a
frame that requests an immediate response if there is not enough time left in the TXOP for the HT
beamformee to transmit the longest valid sounding PPDU with its response.
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9.29.2.3 Bidirectional implicit transmit beamforming

Change the first paragraph of 9.29.2.3 as follows:

Figure 9-36 shows an example of a PPDU exchange used in bidirectional implicit transmit beamforming,
using the Clause 20 PHY. In this example, sounding PPDUs are used that carry MPDUs. STA A initiates the
frame exchange, and STA A and STA B alternate in the roles of HT beamformer and HT beamformee.
9.29.2.4 Calibration

9.29.2.4.1 Introduction

Change the second paragraph of 9.29.2.4.1 as follows:

A STA acting as a HT beamformer should be calibrated to maximize performance. A STA acting only as a
HT beamformee does not need to be calibrated. If calibration is desired, it is performed using the over-the-
air calibration procedure described below.

9.29.2.4.3 Sounding exchange for calibration

Change “NDP Announcement” to “HT NDP Announcement” one instance each in Figure 9-38 and
Figure 9-39.

Change the 13th paragraph of 9.29.2.4.3 as follows:

NDP transmission within a calibration procedure follows the rules defined in 9.31.1. STA A transmits a
Calibration Start frame (i.e., with the Calibration Position subfield set to 1) with the HT NDP
Announcement subfield set to 1 and CSI/Steering subfield of the HT Control field set to 1. Only the current
TXOP holder may set both the Calibration Position and HT NDP Announcement subfields to 1. This frame
initiates a calibration procedure.

9.29.2.4.4 CSl reporting for calibration

Change the fourth paragraph of 9.29.2.4.4 as follows:

STA B should finish transmission of the first CSI frame within aMaxCSIMatricesReportDelay (in
milliseconds) after the reception of the frame containing the CSI feedback request or HT NDP
announcement.

9.29.3 Explicit feedback beamforming

Insert the following paragraph at the beginning of 9.29.3:

The procedures for explicit feedback beamforming use only HT and non-HT PPDUs, and the HT Control
field, when present, is the HT variant HT Control field.

Change all occurrences in 9.29.3 (except for the new paragraph below) of “beamformer” to
“HT beamformer” (31 times) and “beamformee” to “HT beamformee” (43 times, including in Table 9-13
and Table 9-14).

Insert the following paragraph after the now 14th paragraph (“An_HT beamformee that sets the Explicit
Transmit Beamforming CSI Feedback field ...”) of 9.29.3:
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The value of Nr within an explicit Beamforming feedback frame transmitted by a VHT beamformee will not
exceed the value indicated in the Beamformee STS Capability subfield of the VHT Capabilities element.

Insert the following subclause, 9.29.4, after 9.29.3:
9.29.4 VHT MU beamforming

An MU beamformer may transmit a VHT MU PPDU with a single nonzero TXVECTOR parameter
NUM_STS[p], where 0<p<3.

An MU beamformer shall not transmit a VHT MU PPDU with a nonzero TXVECTOR parameter
NUM_STS[p], where 0 <p <3, to a STA whose MU Beamformee Capable field is equal to 0.

When transmitting a VHT MU PPDU, an MU beamformer shall order the per-user arrays of TXVECTOR
parameters so that the per-user USER_POSITION array is in ascending order.

9.30 Antenna selection (ASEL)
9.30.1 Introduction
Insert the following paragraph at the beginning of 9.30.1:

The procedures for antenna selection use only HT and non-HT PPDUs, and the HT Control field, when
present, is the HT variant HT Control field.

9.31 Null data packet (NDP) sounding
Change 9.31.1 through 9.31.4 (including subclause titles) as follows:
9.31.1 NDP rules

Sounding may be accomplished using either staggered sounding PPDU or HT NDP, as described in 20.3.13
(HT Preamble format for sounding PPDUs). The MAC rules associated with sounding using HT NDP are
described in 9.31.1 to 9.31.4.

An HT STA that has set the Receive NDP Capable field of its HT Capabilities element to 1 during
association processes an HT NDP as a sounding packet if the destination of the sounding packet is
determined to match itself as described in 9.31.3 and if the source of the sounding packet can be ascertained
as described in 9.31.4.

An RXVECTOR LENGTH parameter equal to 0 indicates that the PPDU is an HT NDP.

A STA that is a TXOP holder or an RD responder shall not set both the HT NDP Announcement and RDG/
More PPDU subfields to 1 simultaneously. The Calibration Position subfield shall not be set to any value
except 0 and 1 in any +HTC frame in a PPDU that is also an HT NDP announcement. The Calibration
Position subfield shall be set to 0 in any +HTC frame in a PPDU that is an HT NDP announcement that also
contains any +HTC frame with the MAI subfield equal to ASELI. The Calibration Position subfield shall be
setto 0 in all +HTC frames in a PPDU that is an HT NDP announcement and that contains any +HTC frame
with the MRQ subfield equal to 1. The TRQ field shall be set to 0 in all +HTC frames in a PPDU that is an
HT NDP announcement.

An NDP sequence contains at least one non-NDP PPDU and at least one HT NDP PPDU. Only one PPDU
in the NDP sequence may contain an HT NDP announcement. An NDP sequence begins with an HT NDP
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announcement. The NDP sequence ends at the end of the transmission of the last HT NDP PPDU that is
announced by the HT NDP announcement. A STA that transmits the first PPDU of an NDP sequence is the
NDP sequence owner. In the NDP sequence, only PPDUs carrying HT NDP and PPDUs carrying
ren-A-MPDU-single MPDU control frames may follow the NDP sequence’s starting PPDU.

A STA shall transmit only one HT NDP per HT NDP announcement, unless the HT NDP announcement
includes a value in the ASEL Data subfield of the ASEL Command subfield of the HTC Control field that is
greater than one. Each PPDU in an NDP sequence shall start a SIFS interval after end of the previous PPDU.

A STA shall not transmit a VHT NDP in a NDP sequence that contains an HT NDP announcement.

The+HTCfieldofa A CTS frame that is a +tHTC frame shall not contain the HT NDP Announcement
subfield set to 1.

NOTE—A CTS frame cannot be used for HT NDP announcement: if the CTS frame is a response to an RTS frame, the
optional NAV reset timeout that starts at the end of the RTS frame does not include the additional HT NDP and SIFS
duration (see 9.3.2.5). Also, if the CTS were the first frame of an NDP sequence, it would not be possible to determine
the destination address of the HT NDP.

A STA shall transmit an HT NDP as follows:

a) A SIFS interval after sending a PPDU that is an HT NDP announcement and that does not contain an
MPDU that requires an immediate response.

b) A SIFS interval after successfully receiving a correctly formed and addressed immediate response to
a PPDU that is an HT NDP announcement and that contains an MPDU that requires an immediate
response.

c¢) A SIFS interval after transmitting an HT NDP if the HT NDP announcement contains an ASEL
Command subfield equal to TXASSI, TXASSI-CSI, or RXASSI and the ASEL Data subfield is
equal to value greater than 0 and if the number of HT NDPs sent before this one is less than the
value in the ASEL Data subfield + 1.

NOTE—The total number of sent HT NDPs is equal to the value of in the ASEL Data subfield + 1.

d) A SIFS interval after receiving an HT NDP from a STA whose HT NDP announcement contained
one or more +HTC frames with the Calibration Position subfield equal to 1, when the receiving STA
supports transmitting sounding PPDUs for which more than one channel dimension can be
estimated (i.e., more than one column of the MIMO channel matrix).

This rule enables the NDP receiver to know that it will receive an HT NDP and can determine the source and
destination of the HT NDP. It enables the receiver and transmitter to know when the immediate response
and HT NDP will be transmitted relative to the frame containing the HT NDP announcement indication.

A STA that has transmitted an HT NDP announcement in a frame that requires an immediate response and
that does not receive the expected response shall terminate the NDP sequence at that point (i.e., the STA
does not transmit an HT NDP in the current NDP sequence).

A STA that has received an HT NDP announcement in a +HTC with the Calibration Position equal to 1 or 2,
and that does not receive the HT NDP PPDU expected shall terminate the NDP sequence at that point (i.e.,
does not transmit an HT NDP in the current NDP sequence) and not transmit any further frames that are a
part of this calibration sequence shown in Step 1 of Figure 9-37 (Calibration procedure with NDP).

Feedback information generated from the reception of an HT NDP is transmitted using any of the feedback
rules and signaling as appropriate, ¢.g., immediate or delayed.
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9.31.2 Transmission of an HT NDP

A STA that transmits an HT NDP shall set the LENGTH, SOUNDING, STBC, MCS, and
NUM_EXTEN_SS parameters of the TXVECTOR as specified in this subclause.

— LENGTH shall be set to 0.

— SOUNDING shall be set to SOUNDING.

— STBC shall be set to 0.

— MCS shall indicate two or more spatial streams.

The number of spatial streams sounded is indicated by the MCS parameter of the TXVECTOR and shall not
exceed the limit indicated by the Channel Estimation Capability field in the Transmit Beamforming
Capabilities field transmitted by the STA that is the intended receiver of the HT NDP. The MCS parameter
may be set to any value, subject to the constraint of the previous sentence, regardless of the value of the
Supported MCS Set field of the HT Capabilities field at either the transmitter or recipient of the HT NDP. A
STA shall set the NUM_EXTEN_SS parameter of the TXVECTOR to 0 in the PHY-TXSTART.request
primitive corresponding to an HT NDP transmission.

A STA shall not transmit an HT NDP announcement with a RA corresponding to another STA unless it has
received an HT Capabilities element from the destination STA in which the Receive NDP Capable field is
equal to 1.

9.31.3 Determination of HT NDP destination

The destination of an HT NDP is determined at the NDP receiver by examining the HT NDP announcement
as follows:

— The destination of the first HT NDP in the NDP sequence is equal to the RA of any MPDU within
HT NDP announcement.

— If Calibration Position subfield is equal to 1 in the HT NDP announcement at the NDP receiver, the
destination of the second HT NDP is equal to the TA of that frame. Otherwise, the destination of the
second and any subsequent HT NDPs is equal to the destination of the previous HT NDP.

See S.4 for an illustration of these rules.
9.31.4 Determination of HT NDP source

The source of an HT NDP is determined at the NDP receiver by examining the NDP sequence’s starting
PPDU as follows:

— If any MPDU within the HT NDP announcement contains two or more addresses, the source of the
first HT NDP is equal to the TA of that frame.

— Otherwise (i.e., the HT NDP announcement contains one address), the source of the first HT NDP is
equal to the RA of the MPDU to which the HT NDP announcement is a response.

— If the Calibration Position subfield is equal to 1 in an MPDU in the HT NDP announcement, the
source of the second HT NDP is equal to the RA of that MPDU. Otherwise, the source of the second
and any subsequent HT NDPs is equal to the source of the previous NDP.

See S.4 for an illustration of these rules.
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Insert the following subclauses, 9.31.5 to 9.31.6 (including Figure 9-41a and Figure 9-41b), after 9.31.4:
9.31.5 VHT sounding protocol

9.31.5.1 General

Transmit beamforming and DL-MU-MIMO require knowledge of the channel state to compute a steering
matrix that is applied to the transmitted signal to optimize reception at one or more receivers. The STA
transmitting using the steering matrix is called the VHT beamformer and a STA for which reception is
optimized is called a VHT beamformee. An explicit feedback mechanism is used where the VHT
beamformee directly measures the channel from the training symbols transmitted by the VHT beamformer
and sends back a transformed estimate of the channel state to the VHT beamformer. The VHT beamformer
then uses this estimate, perhaps combining estimates from multiple VHT beamformees, to derive the
steering matrix.

If dot1 I VHTSUBeamformerOptionlmplemented is true, a STA shall set the SU Beamformer Capable field
in the VHT Capabilities element to 1. If dot]l 1 VHTSUBeamformeeOptionImplemented is true, a STA shall
set the SU Beamformee Capable field in the VHT Capabilities element to 1.

If dot1 1 VHTMUBeamformerOptionlmplemented is true, a STA shall set the MU Beamformer Capable field
in the VHT Capabilities element to 1. If dotl 1 VHTMUBeamformeeOptionImplemented is true, a STA shall
set the MU Beamformee Capable field in the VHT Capabilities element to 1.

If dot1 1 VHTMUBeamformerOptionlmplemented is true, a STA shall set
dot1 1 VHTSUBeamformerOptionImplemented to true. If dotl 1 VHTMUBeamformeeOptionImplemented is
true, a STA shall set dotl ] VHTSUBeamformeeOptionlmplemented to true.

A STA is a VHT SU-only beamformer if it sets the SU Beamformer Capable field to 1 but sets the MU
Beamformer Capable field to 0 in transmitted VHT Capabilities elements. A STA is an SU-only
beamformee if it sets the SU Beamformee Capable field to 1 but sets the MU Beamformee Capable field to
0 in transmitted VHT Capabilities elements.

If dotl1VHTSUBeamformerOptionlmplemented is false, a STA shall not act in the role of a VHT
beamformer. If dotl 1 VHTSUBeamformeeOptionImplemented is false, a STA shall not act in the role of a
VHT beamformee.

9.31.5.2 Rules for VHT sounding protocol sequences

A VHT beamformer shall initiate a sounding feedback sequence by transmitting a VHT NDP
Announcement frame followed by a VHT NDP after a SIFS. The VHT beamformer shall include in the
VHT NDP Announcement frame one STA Info field for each VHT beamformee that is expected to prepare
VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback and shall identify the VHT beamformee by including the VHT
beamformee’s AID in the AID subfield of the STA Info field. The VHT NDP Announcement frame shall
include at least one STA Info field.

NOTE—A STA that transmits a VHT NDP Announcement frame to a DLS or TDLS peer STA obtains the AID for the
peer STA from the DLS Setup Request, DLS Setup Response, TDLS Setup Request, or TDLS Setup Response frame.

A VHT beamformer shall not transmit either a VHT NDP Announcement+HTC frame or a Beamforming
Report Poll+HTC frame that contains an HT variant HT Control field.

A VHT NDP shall be transmitted only following a SIFS after a VHT NDP Announcement frame. A VHT
NDP Announcement frame shall be followed by a VHT NDP after SIFS.
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A VHT beamformer that has not received from a STA a VHT Capabilities element or where the last VHT
Capabilities element received from the STA has the SU Beamformee Capable field set to 0 shall not transmit
either of the following:

— AVHT NDP Announcement frame addressed to the STA or that includes the STA’s AID in one of
the STA Info fields

— A Beamforming Report Poll frame to the STA

A VHT beamformer that transmits a VHT NDP Announcement frame to a VHT SU-only beamformee shall
include only one STA Info field in the VHT NDP Announcement frame and set the Feedback Type subfield
of the STA Info field to SU.

If the VHT NDP Announcement frame includes more than one STA Info field, the RA of the VHT NDP
Announcement frame shall be set to the broadcast address. If the VHT NDP Announcement frame includes
a single STA Info field, the RA of the VHT NDP Announcement frame shall be set to the MAC address of
the VHT beamformee.

A VHT NDP Announcement frame shall not include two or more STA Info fields with same value in the
AID subfield.

A VHT beamformer that transmits a VHT NDP Announcement frame to a VHT beamformee that is an AP,
mesh STA or STA that is a member of an IBSS, shall include a single STA Info field in the VHT NDP
Announcement frame and shall set the AID field in the STA Info field to 0.

A VHT NDP Announcement frame with more than one STA Info field shall not carry a VHT variant HT
Control field, unless all the STAs listed in the AID field of the STA Info fields have set +HTC-VHT
Capable to 1 in the VHT Capabilities Info field.

A VHT beamformer that transmits a VHT NDP Announcement frame with more than one STA Info field
should transmit any Beamforming Report Poll frames used to retrieve VHT Compressed Beamforming
feedback from the intended VHT beamformees in the same TXOP. If the duration of the TXOP that
contained the VHT NDP Announcement frame has insufficient duration to accommodate the transmission of
all of the feedback reports, the VHT beamformer may poll for the remaining VHT Compressed
Beamforming feedback in subsequent TXOPs.

NOTE—The transmission of the VHT NDP Announcement, VHT NDP, VHT Compressed Beamforming, and
Beamforming Report Poll frames is subject to the rules in 9.19.2.4.

A VHT beamformer that sets the Feedback Type subfield of a STA Info field to MU shall set the Nc Index
subfield of the same STA Info field to a value equal to or less than the minimum of both the following:

— The maximum number of supported spatial streams according to the corresponding VHT
beamformee’s Rx VHT-MCS Map subfield in the Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set field

— The maximum number of supported spatial streams according to the Rx NSS subfield value in the
Operating Mode field of the most recently received Operating Mode Notification frame or Operating
Mode Notification element with the Rx NSS Type subfield equal to 0 from the corresponding VHT
beamformee

A non-AP VHT beamformee that receives a VHT NDP Announcement frame from a VHT beamformer with
which it is associated or has an established DLS or TDLS session and that contains the VHT beamformee's
AID in the AID subfield of the first (or only) STA Info field and also receives a VHT NDP a SIFS after the
VHT NDP Announcement frame shall transmit the PPDU containing its VHT Compressed Beamforming
feedback a SIFS after the VHT NDP. A VHT beamformee that is an AP, mesh STA, or STA that is a
member of an IBSS, that receives a VHT NDP Announcement frame with the RA matching its MAC
address and the AID subfield of the only STA Info field set to 0, and that also receives a VHT NDP a SIFS
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after the VHT NDP Announcement frame shall transmit the PPDU containing its VHT Compressed
Beamforming feedback a SIFS after the VHT NDP. The TXVECTOR parameter CH_ BANDWIDTH of the
PPDU containing the VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback shall be set to indicate a bandwidth not
wider than that indicated in the RXVECTOR parameter CH_ BANDWIDTH of the received VHT NDP
frame. A STA ignores received VHT NDP Announcement, VHT NDP, and Beamforming Report Poll
frames if dotl | VHTSUBeamformeelmplemented is false.

A VHT beamformee shall indicate the maximum number of space-time streams it can receive in a VHT
NDP in the Beamformee STS Capability field. If the beamformee is a non-AP STA, this shall also be the

maximum total number of space-time streams that the STA can receive ina VHT MU PPDU.

An example of the VHT sounding protocol with a single VHT beamformee is shown in Figure 9-41a.

VHT NDP
Beamformer | Announce- NDP
ment VAT L
<> <P
Beamformee SIFS sIFs Compressed
Beamforming

Figure 9-41a—Example of the sounding protocol with a single VHT beamformee

A non-AP VHT beamformee that receives a VHT NDP Announcement frame from a VHT beamformer with
which it is associated or has an established DLS or TDLS session and that contains the VHT beamformee’s
AID in the AID subfield of a STA Info field that is not the first STA Info field shall transmit its VHT
Compressed Beamforming feedback a SIFS after receiving a Beamforming Report Poll with RA matching
its MAC address and a non-bandwidth signaling TA obtained from the TA field matching the MAC address
of the VHT beamformer. If the RXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH IN NON_HT of the received
Beamforming Report Poll frame is valid, the TXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH of the PPDU
containing the VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback shall be set to indicate a bandwidth not wider than
that indicated by the RXVECTOR parameter CH BANDWIDTH IN NON HT of the Beamforming
Report Poll frame; otherwise, the TXVECTOR parameter CH_ BANDWIDTH of the PPDU containing
VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback shall be set to indicate a bandwidth not wider than that indicated
by the RXVECTOR parameter CH_ BANDWIDTH of the Beamforming Report Poll frame.

An example of the VHT sounding protocol with more than one VHT beamformee is shown in Figure 9-41b.

VHT NDP Beamformin Beamformin:
Beamformer | Announce- | | NDP | {2 2 Report Pong o 4 oo Pollg @
ment n n VHT n n n n
Beamformee 1 > <» Compressed [€» <> <> PES
Beamforming VHT
Beamformee 2 Compressed
Beamforming VHT
Beamformee 3 Compress_ed
Beamforming

Figure 9-41b—Example of the sounding protocol with more than one VHT beamformee

The RA field of the VHT Compressed Beamforming frame(s) of the VHT Compressed Beamforming
feedback shall be set to a non-bandwidth signaling TA obtained from the TA field of the VHT NDP
Announcement frame or the Beamforming Report Poll frame to which this VHT Compressed Beamforming
feedback is a response.
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If the VHT Beamformee is transmitting VHT Compressed Beamforming frame(s) a SIFS after the VHT
NDP, then the VHT Compressed Beamforming frame(s) shall include the VHT Compressed Beamforming
Report information and, for the case of MU feedback, the MU Exclusive Beamforming Report information.

A VHT beamformee that transmits a VHT Compressed Beamforming frame shall set the Feedback Type
field in the VHT MIMO Control field to the same value as the Feedback Type field in the corresponding
STA Info field in the VHT NDP Announcement frame. If the Feedback Type field indicates MU, the STA
shall send a VHT Compressed Beamforming frame with the Nc Index field value in the VHT MIMO
Control field equal to the minimum of all the following:

— The Nc Index field value in the corresponding STA Info field in the VHT NDP Announcement frame

— The maximum number of supported spatial streams according to its Rx VHT-MCS Map subfield in
the Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set field

— The maximum number of supported spatial streams according to its Rx NSS subfield value in the
Operating Mode field of the Operating Mode Notification frame or Operating Mode Notification
element transmitted most recently by the VHT beamformee

If the Feedback Type indicates SU, the Nc Index field value in the VHT MIMO Control field is determined
by the VHT beamformee.

The Nr Index field in the VHT MIMO Control field shall be set to the same value as the RXVECTOR
parameter NUM_STS of the corresponding VHT NDP. The Nc Index field shall not be set to a value larger
than the Nr Index value in the VHT MIMO Control field. A VHT beamformee shall set the value of the
Channel Width subfield in the VHT MIMO Control field of a VHT Compressed Beamforming frame to the
same value as the RXVECTOR parameter CH_ BANDWIDTH of the corresponding VHT NDP frame.

A VHT beamformee shall not include MU Exclusive Beamforming Report information in VHT Compressed
Beamforming feedback if the Feedback Type subfield in the MIMO Control field of the VHT Compressed
Beamforming frame(s) indicates SU. A VHT beamformee shall include both VHT Compressed
Beamforming Report information and MU Exclusive Beamforming Report information in VHT
Compressed Beamforming feedback if the Feedback Type subfield in the MIMO Control field of the VHT
Compressed Beamforming frame(s) indicates MU.

A VHT beamformee that transmits VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback shall include neither the VHT
Compressed Beamforming Report information and nor the MU Exclusive Beamforming Report information
if the transmission duration of the PPDU carrying the VHT Compressed Beamforming Report information
and any MU Exclusive Beamforming Report information would exceed the maximum PPDU duration.

The value of the Sounding Dialog Token Number subfield in the VHT MIMO Control field shall be set to
the same value as the Sounding Dialog Token Number subfield in the Sounding Dialog Token field in the
corresponding VHT NDP Announcement frame.

NOTE 1—The VHT beamformer can use the sounding dialog token in the VHT Compressed Beamforming frame(s) of
the VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback to associate the feedback with a prior VHT NDP Announcement frame
and thus compute the delay between sounding and receiving the feedback. The VHT beamformer can use this delay time
when making a decision regarding the applicability of the feedback for the link.

NOTE 2—Recovery in the case of a missing response to a VHT NDP Announcement or Beamforming Report Poll
frame follows the rules for multiple frame transmission in an EDCA TXOP (see 9.19.2.4).

VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback is comprised of the VHT Compressed Beamforming Report
information (see Table 8-53f) and the MU Exclusive Beamforming Report information (see Table 8-531).
Subclause 8.5.23.2 specifies how VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback is converted into a VHT
Compressed Beamforming frame, and it also specifies the rules for the presence or absence of the two fields
listed here.
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9.31.5.3 Rules for fragmented feedback in VHT sounding protocol sequences

VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback shall be transmitted in a single VHT Compressed Beamforming
frame unless the result would be a VHT Compressed Beamforming frame that exceeds the VHT
beamformer's maximum MPDU length capability.

NOTE—The VHT beamformee might therefore have to transmit an MPDU that is bigger than the VHT beamformee is
capable of receiving.

If VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback would result in a VHT Compressed Beamforming frame that
exceeds the VHT beamformer’s maximum MPDU length capability, the VHT Compressed Beamforming
feedback shall be split into up to 8 feedback segments, with each feedback segment sent in a different VHT
Compressed Beamforming frame and containing successive portions of the VHT Compressed Beamforming
feedback consisting of the VHT Compressed Beamforming Report information followed by any MU
Exclusive Beamforming Report information. Each of the feedback segments except the last shall contain the
maximum number of octets allowed by the VHT beamformer’s maximum MPDU length capability. The last
feedback segment may be smaller. Each feedback segment is identified by the value of the Remaining
Feedback Segments subfield and the First Feedback Segment subfield in the VHT MIMO Control field as
defined in 8.4.1.47; the other nonreserved subfields of the VHT MIMO Control field shall be the same for
all feedback segments. All feedback segments shall be sent in a single A-MPDU and shall be included in the
A-MPDU in the descending order of the Remaining Feedback Segments subfield values.

NOTE—The feedback segments of a VHT Compressed Beamforming report are not MSDU/MMPDU fragments and
can be included in an A-MPDU as described in this subclause.

A VHT beamformer, in its first attempt to retrieve VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback from a VHT
beamformee that is not the one indicated by the first STA Info field, shall transmit a Beamforming Report
Poll frame to poll all possible feedback segments of the VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback from the
VHT beamformee, by setting all the bits in the Feedback Segment Retransmission Bitmap field of the
Beamforming Report Poll frame to 1.

If a VHT beamformer fails to receive some or all feedback segments of VHT Compressed Beamforming
feedback, the VHT beamformer may, subject to the condition on VHT SU-only beamformees described at
the end of this subclause, request a selective retransmission of missing feedback segments by transmitting a
Beamforming Report Poll frame with the Feedback Segment Retransmission Bitmap field set as described in
8.3.1.21 to indicate the feedback segments requested for retransmission. If the VHT beamformer fails to
receive the feedback segment with the First Feedback Segment field set to 1, the VHT beamformer may
request a selective retransmission of missing feedback segments assuming the VHT Compressed
Beamforming feedback is split into 8 feedback segments. The VHT beamformer may also request the
retransmission of all feedback segments by setting all the bits in the Feedback Segment Retransmission
Bitmap field of the Beamforming Report Poll frame to 1.

A VHT beamformee that transmits VHT Compressed Beamforming feedback including the VHT
Compressed Beamforming Report information and any MU Exclusive Beamforming Report information in
response to a Beamforming Report Poll frame shall either transmit only the feedback segments indicated in
the Feedback Segment Retransmission Bitmap field in the Beamforming Report Poll frame excluding the
indicated feedback segments that do not exist at the VHT beamformee or transmit all the feedback segments
that exist at the VHT beamformee disregarding the Feedback Segment Retransmission Bitmap field in the
Beamforming Report Poll fame.

A VHT beamformer shall not transmit a Beamforming Report Poll frame to a VHT SU-only beamformee
unless the VHT beamformer has received at least one feedback segment of the VHT Compressed
Beamforming feedback from the VHT beamformee in the current frame exchange sequence.
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9.31.6 Transmission of a VHT NDP

A VHT NDP shall use the SU PPDU format as described in 22.1.4. A STA shall transmit a VHT NDP using
the following TXVECTOR parameters:

— APEP LENGTH setto 0
— NUM USERS set to 1
— NUM_STS indicates two or more space-time streams

— CH_BANDWIDTH set to the same value as the TXVECTOR parameter CH_ BANDWIDTH in the
preceding VHT NDP Announcement frame

— GROUP _ID and PARTIAL AID are set as described in 9.17a

The number of space-time streams sounded and as indicated by the NUM_STS parameter shall not exceed
the value indicated in the Beamformee STS Capability field in the VHT Capabilities element of any
intended recipient of the VHT NDP. The NUM_STS parameter may be set to any value, subject to the
constraint of the previous sentence, regardless of the value of the Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set field of
the VHT Capabilities element at either the transmitter or recipient of the NDP.

The destination of a VHT NDP is equal to the RA of the immediately preceding VHT NDP Announcement
frame.

The source of a VHT NDP is equal to the TA of the immediately preceding VHT NDP Announcement
frame.
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10. MLME

10.1 Synchronization

10.1.3 Maintaining synchronization

10.1.3.2 Beacon generation in non-DMG infrastructure networks
Change the last paragraph of 10.1.3.2 as follows:

An AP whose last transmitted values for the Tx STBC subfield and Rx STBC subfield of the HT
Capabilities Info field of the HT Capabilities element are both nonzero may transmit an STBC Beacon frame
and group addressed traffic using the basic STBC MCS, as defined in 9.7.3. An AP that transmits an STBC
Beacon shall set the Dual Beacon field to 1 in transmitted HT Operation elements. A VHT AP shall set the
Dual Beacon field to 0 in transmitted HT Operation elements. The STBC Beacon field shall be set to 1 to
identify an STBC Beacon frame. The TBTT for the STBC Beacon frame shall be offset by half of a beacon
interval from the TBTT of the non-STBC Beacon frame. Except for the setting of the STBC Beacon field,
TIM field, and TSF field, all other fields inside the STBC Beacon frame shall be identical to the non-STBC
Beacon frame.

10.2 Power management

10.2.1 Power management in a non-DMG infrastructure network
10.2.1.17 TIM broadcast

Change the 11th paragraph of 10.2.1.17 as follows:

The AP shall increase the value (modulo 256) of the Check Beacon field in the next transmitted TIM
frame(s) when a critical update occurs to any of the elements inside the Beacon frame. The following events
shall classify as a critical update:

a) Inclusion of a Channel Switch Announcement
b) Inclusion of an Extended Channel Switch Announcement
¢) Modification of the EDCA parameters

d) Inclusion of a Quiet element

e) Modification of the DSSS Parameter Set
f)  Modification of the CF Parameter Set
g) Modification of the FH Parameter Set
h) Modification of the HT Operation element
i)  Inclusion of a Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element
1) Inclusion of a Channel Switch Wrapper element
k) Inclusion of a Operating Mode Notification element
1)  Inclusion of a Quiet Channel element
m) Modification of the VHT Operating element
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Insert the following subclause, 10.2.1.19, after 10.2.1.18.3:
10.2.1.19 VHT TXOP power save

A VHT AP supports the operation of non-AP VHT STAs in TXOP power save mode in a BSS when the
dotl IVHTTXOPPowerSaveOptionlmplemented at the AP is true. Non-AP VHT STAs that are in Active
mode (see Table 10-1) and have dotl lVHTTXOPPowerSaveOptionlmplemented equal to true operate in
TXOP power save mode. A STA that has dotl lVHTTXOPPowerSaveOptionlmplemented equal to true
shall set the VHT TXOP Power Save field in the VHT Capabilities element to 1; otherwise, the STA shall
set the field to 0. A VHT AP may allow non-AP VHT STAs in TXOP power save mode to enter the Doze
state during a TXOP. A VHT AP shall indicate this by transmitting a VHT PPDU with the TXVECTOR
parameter TXOP PS NOT ALLOWED set to 0. The value of this parameter in the TXVECTOR of all
VHT PPDUs transmitted by the VHT AP may be changed from 1 to 0 during the TXOP to enable TXOP PS
for the remainder of the TXOP. The value of this parameter in the TXVECTOR of all VHT PPDUs
transmitted by VHT AP shall not be changed from 0 to 1 during the TXOP. If the
dotl IVHTTXOPPowerSaveOptionlmplemented at VHT AP is false then the VHT AP shall set the
TXOP PS NOT ALLOWED to 1 in the TXVECTOR of the frames with FORMAT VHT.

If the AP allows non-AP VHT STAs to enter Doze state during a TXOP, then a non-AP VHT STA that is in
VHT TXOP power save mode may enter the Doze state till the end of that TXOP when one of the following
conditions is met:

—  On receipt of a VHT MU PPDU, the STA determines that it is not a member of the group indicated
by the RXVECTOR parameter GROUP_ID.

— On receipt of an SU PPDU, the STA determines that the RXVECTOR parameter PARTIAL AID is
not equal to 0 nor does it match the STA’s partial AID.

— The STA finds that the PARTIAL AID in the RXVECTOR matches its partial AID but the RA in
the MAC header of the corresponding frame that is received correctly does not match the MAC
address of the STA.

— The STA receives a frame with an RXVECTOR parameter NUM_STS equal to 0 if it is a member of
group indicated by RXVECTOR GROUP_ID.

— In a received VHT NDP Announcement frame, the STA finds that the RXVECTOR parameter
PARTIAL AID is 0 and the AID in the STA Info field is not its AID.

— The STA receives a frame intended for it with the More Data field equal to 0 and the Ack Policy
subfield in the QoS Control field is equal to No Ack or sends an acknowledgment if Ack Policy
subfield is not equal to No Ack.

The VHT AP shall include a NAV-set sequence (e.g., RTS/CTS) at the beginning of such a TXOP with the
Duration/ID value set to the remainder of the TXOP duration. A VHT AP shall not transmit frames to a non-
AP VHT STA that has been allowed to enter Doze state according to the conditions above for the remainder
of the TXOP.

NOTE—A VHT AP does not transmit VHT SU PPDUs in the current TXOP if the AP has already transmitted a VHT
PPDU with the TXVECTOR parameter TXOP_PS NOT_ ALLOWED set to 0 in the same TXOP and does not want the
STAs that are in Awake state to enter the Doze state.

If a VHT AP truncates the TXOP in which it allowed STAs to enter Doze state, then the VHT AP shall not
transmit frames to the STAs that were allowed to enter the Doze state until the NAV set at the start of the
TXOP has expired.

If the AP does not receive an acknowledgment after transmitting an individually addressed frame containing
all or part of an MSDU, A-MSDU or MMPDU sent with the More Data field equal to 0 to a non-AP VHT
STA that is in VHT TXOP power save mode and the AP had set the TXVECTOR parameter
TXOP_PS NOT_ALLOWED to 0, it shall retransmit that frame at least once within the same TXOP,
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subject to applicable retry or lifetime limit, TXOP limit and the rules on TXOP sharing (see 9.19.2.3a). If an
acknowledgment to the retransmission of this last frame in the same TXOP is not received, it may wait until
the next TXOP to further retransmit that frame, subject to its applicable retry or lifetime limit.

NOTE—An AP that receives from a VHT STA in TXOP power save mode a BlockAck frame that is a response to an A-
MPDU containing MPDUs with the More Data field equal to 0 cannot expect to receive a response to subsequent
MPDU s retransmitted in the same TXOP because the VHT STA might be in the Doze state.

A VHT STA that is in TXOP power save mode and has entered Doze state shall continue to operate its NAV
timer during Doze state and shall transition into Awake state on expiry of the NAV timer.

NOTE—The STA can contend for access to the medium immediately on the expiry of the NAV timer.

10.3 STA authentication and association
10.3.5 Association, reassociation, and disassociation
10.3.5.3 PCP/AP association receipt procedures

Insert a new list item h) into the lettered list of the second paragraph of 10.3.5.3, and re-letter the
subsequent list items accordingly:

h) The SME shall refuse an association request from a VHT STA that does not support all the <VHT-
MCS, NSS> tuples indicated by the Basic VHT-MCS and NSS Set field of the VHT Operation
parameter in the MLME-START.request primitive.

10.3.5.5 PCP/AP reassociation receipt procedures

Insert a new list item g) into the lettered list of the second paragraph of 10.3.5.5, and re-letter the
subsequent list items accordingly:

g) The SME shall refuse a reassociation request from a VHT STA that does not support all the <VHT-
MCS, NSS> tuples indicated by the Basic VHT-MCS and NSS Set field of the VHT Operation
parameter in the MLME-START.request primitive.

10.8 TPC procedures
10.8.2 Association based on transmit power capability
Insert the following paragraph and note at the end of 10.8.2:

If a STA sends a Country element, a Power Constraint element, and a VHT Transmit Power Envelope
element, where the interpretation of the Maximum Transmit Power Level field in the Country element for a
20 MHz or 40 MHz Subband Triplet field is the same as the Local Maximum Transmit Power Unit
Interpretation subfield, then at least one of local power constraints indicated by the Local Maximum
Transmit Power For 20 MHz and Local Maximum Transmit Power For 40 MHz fields in the VHT Transmit
Power Envelope element shall be the same as the indicated local power constraint expressed by the
combination of Country element and Power Constraint element.

NOTE—An example of when the interpretation of the Maximum Transmit Power Level field in the Country element for
a 20 MHz or 40 MHz Subband Triplet field is the same as the Local Maximum Transmit Power Unit Interpretation
subfield is when both are EIRP.
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Insert the following subclause, 10.8.3a, after 10.8.3:
10.8.3a Interpretation of transmit power capability

If the Beacon or Probe Response frame most recently received from an AP by a VHT STA that has
dotl1SpectrumManagementRequired or dotl 1RadioMeasurementActivated equal to true includes one or
more VHT Transmit Power Envelope elements, then the units of the Minimum Transmit Power Capability
and Maximum Transmit Power Capability fields within the Power Capability element sent in the STA’s
(Re)Association Request frame to the AP shall be interpreted according to the Local Maximum Transmit
Power Unit Interpretation subfield in the Transmit Power Information field in the VHT Transmit Power
Envelope element (see 8.4.2.164) sent first in the Beacon or Probe Response frame; otherwise, the units of
the Minimum Transmit Power Capability and Maximum Transmit Power Capability fields within the Power
Capability element sent in the STA’s (Re)Association Request frame to the AP shall be interpreted as EIRP.

If the Beacon or Probe Response frame most recently received from a neighbor mesh STA by a VHT mesh
STA that has dotl1SpectrumManagementRequired or dotl1RadioMeasurementActivated equal to true
includes one or more VHT Transmit Power Envelope elements, then the units of the Minimum Transmit
Power Capability and Maximum Transmit Power Capability fields within the Power Capability element sent
in the Mesh Peering Open frame to the neighbor mesh STA shall be interpreted according to the Local
Maximum Transmit Power Unit Interpretation subfield in the Transmit Power Information field in the VHT
Transmit Power Envelope element (see 8.4.2.164) sent first in the Beacon or Probe Response frame.
Otherwise, the units of the Minimum Transmit Power Capability and Maximum Transmit Power Capability
fields within the Power Capability element sent in the VHT mesh STA’s Mesh Peering Open frame to the
neighbor mesh STA shall be interpreted as EIRP.

10.8.4 Specification of regulatory and local maximum transmit power levels
Change the second and third paragraphs of 10.8.4, and insert a new fourth paragraph as follows:

A STA shall determine a local maximum transmit power for the current channel by selecting the minimum
of the following:

—  Unless the STA is a VHT STA and has received a VHT Transmit Power Envelope element for a
channel width of 20 MHz and 40 MHz, Aany local maximum transmit power received in the

combination of a Country element and a Power Constraint element from the AP in its BSS, PCP in
its PBSS, another STA in its IBSS, or a neighbor peer mesh STA in its MBSS-and

— Any local maximum transmit power received in a VHT Transmit Power Envelope element from the
AP in its BSS, another STA in its IBSS, or a neighbor peer mesh STA in its MBSS

— Any local maximum transmit power for the channel regulatory domain known by the STA from
other sources:

The Local Power Constraint field of any transmitted Power Constraint element_and each Local Maximum
Transmit Power For X MHz field (where X = 20, 40, 80, or 160/80+80) in the VHT Transmit Power
Envelope element shall be set to a value that allows the mitigation requirements to be satisfied in the current
channel.

A STA that transmits a VHT Transmit Power Envelope element shall set the Local Maximum Transmit
Power Unit Interpretation subfield in the Transmit Power Information field to an allowed value as defined
in Annex E.

Copyright © 2013 IEEE. Al rights reserved. 177
207



IEEE
Std 802.11ac-2013 LOCAL AND METROPOLITAN AREA NETWORKS—AMENDMENT 4: ENHANCEMENTS

Insert the following paragraphs after the now seventh paragraph (“An AP in a BSS, a STA in an IBSS,
.”) of 10.8.4:

A VHT AP in a BSS, a VHT STA in an IBSS, and a VHT mesh STA in a MBSS shall advertise the local
maximum transmit power for that STA’s operating channel in Beacon frames and Probe Response frames
using one VHT Transmit Power Envelope element for each distinct value of the Local Maximum Transmit
Power Unit Interpretation subfield that is supported by the BSS, IBSS, or MBSS, respectively. Each VHT
Transmit Power Envelope element shall include a local power constraint for all channel widths supported by
the BSS.

VHT STAs that have dotl 1RadioMeasurementActivated equal to true should be able to reduce their EIRP to
0 dBm.

NOTE—When the local maximum transmit power is set by an AP for radio resource management, a typical low value
for the local power constraint is 0 dBm. A STA that cannot reduce its transmit power to this level or below will not be
able to associate to the AP.

Change the last paragraph of 10.8.4 as follows:

Where TPC is being used for radio measurement without spectrum management, the inclusion of a Power
Constraint element and a VHT Transmit Power Envelope element in Beacon, DMG Beacon, Announce, and
Probe Response frames shall be optional.

10.9 DFS procedures
10.9.3 Quieting channels for testing
Change 10.9.3 as follows:

A PCP/AP in a DMG BSS may measure one or more channels itself, or the PCP/AP may request associated
non-PCP/non-AP STAs in the same BSS to measure one or more channels, either in a dedicated
measurement interval or during normal operation. The PCP/AP in a DMG BSS may schedule a service
period allocated to itself to quiet the associated STAs and use the self-allocated SP for measurement.

An AP in a BSS or a mesh STA in an MBSS may schedule quiet intervals by transmitting one or more Quiet

elements_and/or one or more Quiet Channel elements with the AP Quiet Mode field equal to 1 in Beacon

frames and Probe Response frames.

A non-VHT AP shall not transmit a Quiet Channel element. An AP shall not transmit a Quiet Channel
element with the AP Quiet Mode equal to 0 in frames that do not include at least one Quiet element. An AP
shall not transmit more than one Quiet Channel element with the AP Quiet Mode equal to 0. An AP shall not
transmit a Quiet Channel element if the BSS operating channel width is neither 160 MHz nor 80+80 MHz.

The AP or mesh STA may stop scheduling quiet intervals or change the value of the Quiet Period field, the
Quiet Duration field, and the Quiet Offset field in Quict elements as required_or Quiet Channel elements
with the AP Quiet Mode field equal to 1. Only the most recently received Beacon frame or Probe Response
frame defines all future quiet intervals; therefore, quiet intervals based on older Beacon frames or Probe
Response frames shall be discarded.

A STA in an IBSS may schedule quiet intervals only if it is the DFS owner. #shall In order to set a quiet
interval schedule, the STA transmits by-transmitting-one or more Quiet elements or Quiet Channel elements
with the AP Quiet Mode field equal to 1 in the first Beacon frame establishing the IBSS. All STAs in an
IBSS shall continue these quiet interval schedules by including appropriate Quiet elements or Quiet Channel
elements with the AP Quiet Mode field equal to 1 in any transmitted Beacon frames or Probe Response
frames.
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Multiple independent quiet intervals may be scheduled, so that not all quiet intervals have the same timing

relationship to TBTT, by including multiple Quiet elements or Quiet Channel elements with the AP Quiet
Mode field equal to 1 in Beacon frames or Probe Response frames.

Control of the channel is lost at the start of a quiet interval, and_the following quieting rules apply:
— The NAYV is set by all the non-VHT STAs in the BSS for the length of the quiet interval established
by a Quiet element.
— The NAYV set by all the VHT STAs in the BSS for the duration of the quiet interval established by a
Quiet element if a Quiet Channel element was not sent or received with the Quiet element.

— A VHT STA in the BSS shall not transmit PPDUs that occupy the secondary 80 MHz channel or
transmit PPDUs to the AP during the quiet interval established by a Quiet element if a Quiet Channel

element with the AP Quiet Mode equal to 0 was sent or received with the Quiet element.

— A VHT STA shall not transmit PPDUs that occupy the secondary 80 MHz channel during the quiet
interval established by a Quiet Channel element with the AP Quiet Mode field in the Quiet Channel

element equal to 1.

— Transmission by any non-VHT STA in the BSS of any MPDU and any associated acknowledgment
of the BSS within either the primary channel or the secondary channel (if present) efthe-BSS-shall
be-complete before the start of the quiet interval.

— Transmission by any VHT STA in the BSS of any MPDU and any associated acknowledgment of the
BSS shall complete before the start of the quiet interval established by a Quiet element if a Quiet
Channel element was not sent or received with the Quiet element.

— Transmission by any VHT STA in the BSS of any PPDUs that occupy the secondary 80 MHz
channel or are directed to the AP, and any associated acknowledgment of the BSS, shall complete
before the start of the quiet interval established by a Quiet element if a Quiet Channel element with
the AP Quiet Mode equal to 0 was sent or received with the Quiet element.

— Transmission by any VHT STA in the BSS of any PPDUs that occupy the secondary 80 MHz

channel and any associated acknowledgment of the BSS shall complete before the start of the quiet
interval established by a Quiet Channel element with the AP Quiet Mode field in the Quiet Channel

element equal to 1.

If, before starting transmission of an MPDU, there is not enough time remaining te-aHew-the-transmissten

for an exchange to complete_so that the first transmission in the exchange would be disallowed by the

quieting rules—befere—the—quietintervalstarts, then the STA shall defer the transmission by selecting a
random backoff time, using the present CW (without advancing to the next value in the series). The short

retry counter and long retry counter for the MSDU or A-MSDU are not affected.

10.11 Radio measurement procedures
10.11.9 Specific measurement usage
10.11.9.1 Beacon Report

Change the ninth paragraph of 10.11.9.1 as follows:

On accepting an active or passive mode Beacon measurement request, a STA shall conduct measurements as
follows:

— If the Channel Number is 0 and the Operating Class identifies the location of the primary channel,
then a STA shall conduct iterative measurements on all supported channels in the specified

Operating Class where measurement is permitted on the channel and the channel is valid for the
current regulatory domain.
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— If the Channel Number is 0 and if the Operating Class encompasses a primary channel but does not
identify the location of the primary channel, then a STA shall conduct iterative measurements on all
primary channel positions within all requested and supported channels where the measurement is
permitted on the channel and the channel is valid for the current regulatory domain.

— Ifthe Channel Number is 255, the Operating Class identifies the location of the primary channel, and
the Beacon Request includes AP Channel Report subelements, then a STA shall conduct iterative
measurements on all supported channels listed in the AP Channel Report subelements that are valid
for the current regulatory domain. If there is no AP Channel Report subelement included in the
Beacon Report request, a STA shall conduct iterative measurements on all supported channels listed
in the latest AP Channel Report received from the serving AP that are valid for the current regulatory
domain. If there are no AP Channel Report subelements included in the Beacon Request, and no AP
Channel Report included in last received AP Beacon frame, the STA shall reject the Beacon Report
request.

— If the Channel Number is 255, the Operating Class encompasses a primary channel but does not
identify the location of the primary channel, and the Beacon Request includes AP Channel Report
subelements, then a STA shall conduct iterative measurements on all primary channel positions
within all requested (in the AP Channel Report) and supported channels that are valid for the current
regulatory domain. If there are no AP Channel Report subelements included in the Beacon Request,
the STA shall reject the Beacon Report request.

— If the Channel Number is a value other than 0 or 255, then a STA shall conduct iterative
measurements on_the requested channel-that-Channel Number, where the measurement is permitted
on the channel and the channel is valid for the current regulatory domain.

Insert the following paragraphs at the end of 10.11.9.1:

A non-VHT STA shall not include a Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement in the Beacon Request. A
VHT STA shall not include a Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement in the Beacon Request or
Beacon Report sent to a non-VHT STA. If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is included in a
Beacon Request, then the Operating Class shall indicate a 40 MHz channel spacing.

If N (where N> 1) AP Channel Report subelements containing an Operating Class with an 80+ Behavior
Limit (as defined in Annex E) are included contiguously in a Beacon Request, then the N subelements shall
be followed by one AP Channel Report subelement containing an Operating Class without an 80+ Behavior
Limit (as defined in Annex E). All N+1 Channel List fields in each of these subelements shall contain the
same number L of channel numbers. This sequence of N+1 AP Channel Report subelements indicates a list
of L noncontiguous channels comprising N+1 frequency segments, where the /th channel number in the nth
Channel List field identifies the channel center frequency of the nth frequency segment.

10.11.9.3 Channel Load Report
Change 10.11.9.3 as follows:

If dotl IRMChannelLoadMeasurementActivated is true and a station accepts a Channel Load Request, it
shall respond with a Radio Measurement Report frame containing one Measurement (Channel Load) Report
element. The Channel Load field is defined as the percentage of time, linearly scaled with 255 representing
100%, that the STA sensed the medium was busy, as indicated by either the physteal-er-virtual carrier sense

mechanism or the physical carrier sense mechanism over the requested channel width (together referred to
as the CS mechanism)meehanism. This percentage is computed using the following formula:

Channel Load = Integer((channel busy time/(MeasurementDuration x 1024)) x 255)

where channel busy time is defined to be the number of microseconds during which the CS mechanism, as
defined in 9.3.2.1, has indicated a channel busy indication_for the requested channel width.
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If dotl IRMChannelLoadMeasurementActivated is false, a station shall reject the received Channel Load
Request and shall respond with a Channel Load Report with the Incapable bit in the Measurement Report
Mode field set to 1.

If dotl IRMChannelLoadMeasurementActivated is true and if a Channel Load Reporting Information
subelement is included in a Channel Load Request, the STA shall respond with a Channel Load Report if the
indicated Channel Load Reporting Condition is true. Otherwise, the STA shall not respond with a Channel
Load Report.

A non-VHT STA shall not include a Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement in the Channel Load

Request. A VHT STA shall not include a Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement in the Channel Load
Request sent to a non-VHT STA. If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is included in a
Channel Load Request or a Channel Load Report, then the Operating Class shall indicate a 40 MHz channel
spacing.

10.11.9.4 Noise Histogram Report
Change the second paragraph of 10.11.9.4 as follows:

To compute the IPI densities, the STA shall measure the IPI in the specified channel at the specified channel
width as a function of time over the measurement duration when NAV is equal to 0 (when virtual CS
mechanism indicates idle channel) except during frame transmission or reception. The time resolution of the
IPI measurements shall be in microseconds. The IPI densities are then computed for each of the nine
possible IPI values using:

Insert the following paragraph at the end of 10.11.9.4:

A non-VHT STA shall not include a Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement in the Noise Histogram
Request. A VHT STA shall not include a Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement in the Noise
Histogram Request sent to a non-VHT STA. If the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement is included
in a Noise Histogram Request or a Noise Histogram Report, then the Operating Class shall indicate a
40 MHz channel spacing.

10.11.18 AP Channel Report
Change the first paragraph of 10.11.18 as follows:

The AP Channel Report element contains a list of channels in an operating class where a STA is likely to
find receive the Beacon or Probe Response frames sent by an AP, excluding the AP transmitting the AP
Channel Report. An AP Channel Report element only includes channels that are valid for the regulatory
domain in which the AP transmitting the element is operating and consistent with the Country element in the
frame in which it appears. One AP Channel Report element is included in the Beacon frame for each
regulatory domain, which includes channels on which a STA is likely to find receive the Beacon or Probe
Response frames sent by an AP.

10.15 20/40 MHz BSS operation
10.15.2 Basic 20/40 MHz BSS functionality
Change the last paragraph of 10.15.2 as follows:

An HT STA that is a member of an IBSS adopts the value of the Secondary Channel Offset field in received
frames according to the rules in 10.1.5 and shall not transmit either of the following:
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— aA value for the Secondary Channel Offset field that differs from the most recently adopted value-

— An operating class in the Extended Channel Switch Announcement frame or element
with a different behavior than the currently adopted PrimaryChannellLowerBehavior or
PrimaryChannelUpperBehavior

10.15.8 Support for DSSS/CCK in 40 MHz
Change 10.15.8 as follows:

Transmission and reception of PPDUs using DSSS/CCK by FC HT STAs is managed using the DSSS/CCK
Mode in 40 MHz subfield of the HT Capabilities Info field in the HT Capabilities element (see 8.4.2.58.2).

An HT STA declares its capability to use DSSS/CCK rates while it has a 40 MHz operating channel width
through the DSSS/CCK Mode in 40 MHz subfield of its (Re)Association Request frames.

If the DSSS/CCK Mode in 40 MHz_subfield is equal to 1 in Beacon and Probe Response frames, an
associated HT STA in a 20/40 MHz BSS may generate DSSS/CCK transmissions. If the subfield is equal to
0, then the following apply:

— Associated HT STAs shall not generate DSSS/CCK transmissions.
— The AP shall not include an ERP element in its Beacon and Probe Response frames.
— The AP shall not include DSSS/CCK rates in the Supported Rates element.

— The AP shall refuse association requests from a STA that includes only DSSS/CCK rates in its
Supported Rates and Extended Supported Rates elements.

A STA not operating in the 2.4 GHz band shall set the DSSS/CCK Mode in 40 MHz subfield to 0.

10.15.9 STA CCA sensing in a 20/40 MHz BSS
Insert the following paragraph at the beginning of 10.15.9:

This subclause defines CCA sensing rules for an HT STA that is not a VHT STA. For rules related to a VHT
STA, see 9.3.2.5a,9.19.2.4, and 9.19.2.8.

10.15.12 Switching between 40 MHz and 20 MHz
Insert the following paragraph at the end of 10.15.12:

A VHT STA is not required to perform any of the behavior described in this subclause associated with
Information Request and 20 MHz BSS Width Request.

10.16 Phased coexistence operation (PCO)
10.16.1 General description of PCO
Insert the following paragraph at the end of 10.16.1:

A VHT STA shall not transmit VHT PPDUs during a PCO 40 MHz phase.
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10.17 20/40 BSS Coexistence Management frame usage
Change the last paragraph of 10.17 as follows:

A non-VHT STA that receives a 20/40 BSS Coexistence element with the Information Request field equal to
1, a value for the Address 1 field that matches the receiving STA using an individual address, and a
nonwildcard BSSID field that matches the STA’s BSS shall immediately queue for transmission a 20/40
BSS Coexistence Management frame with the transmitting STA as the recipient.

10.22 Tunneled direct link setup

10.22.1 General
Change the seventh paragraph of 10.22.1, and insert the subsequent paragraphs as follows:

Features that are not supported by the BSS but that are supported by both TDLS peer STAs may be used on
a TDLS direct link between those STAs, except PCO. An example is the use of an HT MCS on a TDLS
direct link between HT STAs when these STAs are associated with a non-HT BSS. Features that are
supported by the BSS shall follow the BSS rules when they are used on a TDLS direct link on the base
channel. The channel width of the TDLS direct link on the base channel shall not exceed the channel width
of the BSS to which the TDLS peer STAs are associated, except when the TDLS Wider Bandwidth subfield
in the Extended Capabilities element of the TDLS Setup Request frame or the TDLS Setup Response frame
is 1 for both TDLS peer STAs. A TDLS direct link on the base channel shall not have a wider bandwidth
than the BSS bandwidth if either of the STAs indicate that they are incapable of supporting wider bandwidth

operation on the base channel.

A VHT STA with a TDLS link that is not an off-channel direct link shall use as its primary channel the
channel indicated by the Primary Channel field in the HT Operation element. The channel width of a VHT

TDLS link shall not be wider than the maximum channel width supported by either the TDLS initiator STA
or the TDLS responder STA.

A 160 MHz bandwidth is defined to be identical to an 80+80 MHz bandwidth (i.e., one bandwidth is not
wider than the other).

A STA shall not participate in a TDLS direct link with the same primary 80 MHz channel as the
infrastructure BSS or another TDLS direct link of the STA but with a different secondary 80 MHz channel.

Insert the following paragraph at the end of 10.22.1:

The VHT Operation element shall be present in a TDLS Setup Confirm frame when both STAs are VHT
capable and the TDLS direct link is not established in 2.4 GHz band. When TDLS Setup Confirm frame
includes a VHT Operation element, the Basic VHT-MCS and NSS Set is reserved.
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10.22.6 TDLS channel switching

10.22.6.3 TDLS channel switching and power saving

Insert the following subclauses, 10.22.6.4 to 10.22.6.4.5, after 10.22.6.3:
10.22.6.4 Setting up a wide bandwidth off-channel direct link
10.22.6.4.1 General

A wideband TDLS off-channel TDLS direct link is a 40 MHz, 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz off-
channel TDLS direct link.

A wideband off-channel TDLS direct link may be started if both TDLS peer STAs indicated wideband
support in the Supported Channel Width Set subfield of the VHT Capabilities element VHT Capabilities
Info field included in the TDLS Setup Request frame or the TDLS Setup Response frame.

Switching to a wideband off-channel direct link is achieved by including any of the following information in
the TDLS Channel Switch Request frame:

— An Operating Class element indicating 40 MHz Channel Spacing
— A Secondary Channel Offset element indicating SCA or SCB

— A Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element indicating 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz channel
width

The operating class in TDLS Channel Switch Request frame shall have a value representing 5 GHz for the
channel starting frequency.

A TDLS peer VHT STA that announces new TPC parameters that come into effect at the same time as the
switch to an off-channel direct link, shall include at least one VHT Transmit Power Envelope element in the
transmitted the TDLS Channel Switch Request frame. The recipient TDLS peer VHT STA that has
dotl1SpectrumManagementRequired or dotl1RadioMeasurementActivated equal to true shall use the
parameters in these received element(s) in the recipient STA's TPC calculations for the off-channel direct
link.

When announcing new operating classes or both a new operating class table index and new operating classes
that come into effect at the same time as the switch to the direct link and that express new regulatory
requirements, the TDLS peer VHT STA initiating the switch shall include a Country element in a
transmitted TDLS Channel Switch Request frame. The Country element shall contain all the Operating
Classes for the off-channel direct link in Operating Triplet fields and zero Subband Triplet fields. The
Country element shall include one Operating Triplet field that contains the same Operating Class as the
Operating Class field in the same frame. The country indicated by the Country string in the TDLS Channel
Switch Request frame shall be equal to the country indicated by the Country string of the BSS. The recipient
TDLS peer VHT STA that has dotl 1MultiDomainCapability Activated,
dotl1SpectrumManagementRequired, or dotl1RadioMeasurementActivated equal to true shall use the
parameters in the received Country element in the TDLS Channel Switch Request frame in order to maintain
regulatory compliance.

The TDLS peer STA initiating the switch to the wideband off-channel shall be the DO STA on that channel.
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10.22.6.4.2 Basic wideband functionality

TDLS peer STAs may transmit up to 40 MHz, 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz PPDUs on a 40 MHz,
80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz direct link, respectively. A TDLS peer STA shall not transmit a 20 MHz
PPDU in the non-primary channel of its 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz direct link.

A TDLS peer STA shall not transmit a 40 MHz PPDU that does not use the primary 40 MHz channel of its
80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz direct link. A TDLS peer STA shall not transmit an 80 MHz PPDU that
does not use the primary 80 MHz channel of its 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz direct link.

10.22.6.4.3 Channel selection for a wideband off-channel direct link

If a TDLS peer STA chooses to start a wideband direct link, the TDLS peer STA shall follow the primary
channel selection rules defined in 10.39.2 and 10.23.14 and the secondary 80 MHz channel rule defined in
10.22.1.

10.22.6.4.4 Switching from a wideband to a 20 MHz direct link

Switching from a wideband off-channel direct link to a 20 MHz off-channel direct link is established
through a TDLS channel switch. A STA operating on a wideband off-channel direct link shall accept a
requested switch to a 20 MHz direct link.

10.22.6.4.5 CCA sensing and NAV assertion in a 20 MHz, 40 MHz, 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or
80+80 MHz direct link

TDLS peer VHT STAs shall follow the CCA rules defined in 9.3.2.5a, 9.19.2.4, and 9.19.2.8 and the NAV
rules defined in 10.39.5.

10.25 Quality-of-Service management frame (QMF)
10.25.1 General
10.25.1.2 Default QMF policy

Insert the following row into Table 10-12 in numeric order by category value:

Table 10-12—Default QMF policy

Management Frame Category value QMF access
Description Subtype value from gory Action class
from Table 8-38 category
Table 8-1
VHT 1101, 1110 21 0-2 AC VO
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Insert the following subclauses, 10.39 to 10.41 (including Table 10-19), after 10.38:

10.39 VHT BSS operation
10.39.1 Basic VHT BSS functionality
A VHT STA has dot1 1 VHTOptionlmplemented equal to true.

A STA that is starting a VHT BSS shall be able to receive and transmit at each of the <VHT-MCS, NSS>
tuple values indicated by the Basic VHT-MCS and NSS Set field of the VHT Operation parameter of the
MLME-START.request primitive and shall be able to receive at each of the <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuple values
indicated by the Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set field of the VHT Capabilities parameter of the MLME-
START.request primitive.

A STA for which dotl 1 VHTOptionIlmplemented is true shall set dotl 1HighThroughputOptionImplemented
to true.

A STA that is a VHT AP or a VHT mesh STA declares its channel width capability in the Supported
Channel Width Set subfield of the VHT Capabilities element VHT Capabilities Info field as described in
Table 8-183v.

A VHT STA shall set the Supported Channel Width Set subfield in its HT Capabilities element HT
Capabilities Info field to 1, indicating that both 20 MHz operation and 40 MHz operation are supported.

At a minimum, a VHT STA sets the Rx MCS Bitmask of the Supported MCS Set field of its HT Capabilities
element according to the setting of the Rx VHT-MCS Map subfield of the Supported VHT-MCS and NSS
Set field of its VHT Capabilities element as follows: for each subfield Max VHT-MCS Forn SS, 1 <n <4,
of the Rx VHT-MCS Map field with a value other than 3 (no support for that number of spatial streams), the
STA shall indicate support for MCSs 8(n—1) to 8(n—1)+7 in the Rx MCS Bitmask, where # is the number of
spatial streams, except for those MCSs marked as unsupported as described in 9.7.11.3.

A STA that is a VHT AP or a VHT mesh STA shall set the STA Channel Width subfield in the HT
Operation element HT Operation Information field and the Channel Width subfield in the VHT Operation
element VHT Operation Information field to indicate the BSS operating channel width as defined in
Table 10-19.

Table 10-19—VHT BSS operating channel width

HT Operation element . .
ST Channa Wi | VI Cbertionment | B5S pertg chane
0 0 20 MHz
1 0 40 MHz
1 1 80 MHz
1 2 160 MHz
1 3 80+80 MHz
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A VHT STA shall determine the channelization using the combination of the information in the HT
Operation element Primary Channel field and the VHT Operation element VHT Operation Information field
Channel Center Frequency Segment 0 and Channel Center Frequency Segment 1 subfields (see 22.3.14).

A VHT AP or a VHT mesh STA shall set the HT Operation element HT Operation Information field
Secondary Channel Offset subfield to indicate the secondary 20 MHz channel as defined in Table 8-130, if
the BSS operating channel width is more than 20 MHz.

A VHT STA that is a member of a VHT BSS shall not transmit a 20 MHz VHT PPDU on a channel other
than the primary 20 MHz channel of the BSS, except for a 20 MHz VHT PPDU transmission on an off-
channel TDLS direct link as constrained by 10.22.6.4.2.

A VHT STA that is a member of a VHT BSS with a 40 MHz, 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz operating
channel width shall not transmit a 40 MHz VHT PPDU that does not use the primary 40 MHz channel of the
BSS, except for a 40 MHz VHT PPDU transmission on an off-channel TDLS direct link.

A VHT STA that is a member of a VHT BSS with an 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz operating channel
width shall not transmit an 80 MHz VHT PPDU that does not use the primary 80 MHz channel of the BSS,
except for an 80 MHz VHT PPDU transmission on an off-channel TDLS direct link.

A VHT STA that is a member of a VHT BSS with a 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz operating channel width shall
not transmit a 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz VHT PPDU that does not use the primary 80 MHz channel and the
secondary 80 MHz channel of the BSS, except for a 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz VHT PPDU transmission on
an off-channel TDLS direct link.

A VHT STA shall not transmit to a second VHT STA using a bandwidth that is not indicated as supported in
the Supported Channel Width Set subfield in the HT Capabilities element or VHT Capabilities element
received from that VHT STA.

A VHT AP shall set the RIFS Mode field in the HT Operation element to 0.
10.39.2 Channel selection methods for a VHT BSS

Before a STA starts a VHT BSS, the STA shall perform a minimum of dot11VHTOBSSScanCount OBSS
scan operations to search for existing BSSs (see 10.39.3).

If an AP or a mesh STA starts a VHT BSS that occupies some or all channels of any existing BSSs, the AP
or mesh STA may select a primary channel of the new VHT BSS that is identical to the primary channel of
any one of the existing BSSs.

If an AP or a mesh STA selects a primary channel for a new VHT BSS with a 40 MHz, 80 MHz, 160 MHz,
or 80+80 MHz operating channel width from among the channels on which no beacons are detected during
the OBSS scans, then the selected primary channel meets the following conditions:

— It shall not be identical to the secondary 20 MHz channel of any existing BSSs with a 40 MHz,
80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz operating channel width.

— It should not overlap with the secondary 40 MHz channel of any existing BSSs with a 160 MHz or
80+80 MHz operating channel width.

A STA that is an AP or mesh STA should not start a VHT BSS with a 20 MHz operating channel width on a
channel that is the secondary 20 MHz channel of any existing BSSs with a 40 MHz, 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or
80+80 MHz operating channel width, or is overlapped with the secondary 40 MHz channel of any existing
BSSs with a 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz operating channel width.
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NOTE—An AP or a mesh STA operating a VHT BSS with a 40 MHz, 80 MHz, 160 MHz, or 80+80 MHz operating
channel width, on detecting an OBSS whose primary channel is the AP’s or the mesh STA’s secondary 20 MHz channel,
might switch to 20 MHz BSS operation and/or move to a different channel.

10.39.3 Scanning requirements for VHT STA

An OBSS scan operation is a passive or active scan of a set of channels that are potentially affected by VHT
BSS operation (see 10.1.4.1). Each channel in the set may be scanned more than once during a single OBSS
scan operation. OBSS scans are performed by STAs that start a VHT BSS.

During an individual scan within an OBSS scan operation, the minimum per-channel scan duration is
dot1 10BSSScanPassiveDwell TUs (for a passive scan) or dotl IOBSSScanActiveDwell TUs (for an active
scan). During an OBSS scan operation, each channel in the set is scanned at least once per
dot1 1BSSWidthTriggerScanlnterval seconds, and the minimum total scan time (i.e., the sum of the scan
durations) per channel within a single OBSS scan operation is dotl lOBSSScanPassiveTotalPerChannel
TUs (for a passive scan) or dotl lIOBSSScanActiveTotalPerChannel TUs (for an active scan).

NOTE—The values provided in the previous paragraph are minimum requirements. For some combinations of
parameter values the minimum might be exceeded for some parameters in order to meet the minimum value constraints
of other parameters.

10.39.4 Channel switching methods for a VHT BSS

A VHT AP announces a switch of operating channel by either of the following:

— Using the Channel Switch Announcement element, Channel Switch Announcement frame, or both,
following the procedure described in 10.9.8.2

— Using the Extended Channel Switch Announcement element, Extended Channel Switch
Announcement frame, or both, following the procedure described in 10.10

A VHT mesh STA announces a switch attempt of operating channel by either of the following:

— Using the Channel Switch Announcement element, Channel Switch Announcement frame, or both,
following the procedure described in 10.9.8.4

— Using the Extended Channel Switch Announcement element, Extended Channel Switch
Announcement frame, or both, following the procedure described in 10.10

A VHT AP or a VHT mesh STA may also announce a switch of operating channel width, a new Country
String field (possibly including a new Operating Class table number), new operating classes, or new TPC
parameters for the BSS that come into effect at the same time as the switch of operating channel.

NOTE—Other means to switch the operating channel width are described in 10.41.

The New Channel Number field in the Channel Switch Announcement element, Extended Channel Switch
Announcement element, Channel Switch Announcement frame, or Extended Channel Switch
Announcement frame identifies the primary 20 MHz channel after the switch. The value of the New
Channel Number field is set to the value that dotl 1 CurrentPrimaryChannel (see 22.3.14) will have after the
switch.

If a Channel Switch Announcement frame is used to announce a switch to a 20 MHz operating channel
width, then neither a Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element nor a Secondary Channel Offset element
shall be present in the frame, except that a Secondary Channel Offset element may be present in a Channel
Switch Announcement frame if the Secondary Channel Offset field within the Secondary Channel Offset
element is set to SCN.
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If a Channel Switch Announcement element in a Beacon frame or Probe Response frame is used to
announce a switch to a 20 MHz operating channel width, then a Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch
subelement in a Channel Switch Wrapper element shall not be present in the same frame.

If an Extended Channel Switch Announcement element in a frame or an Extended Channel Switch
Announcement frame is used to announce a switch to a 20 MHz operating channel width, then neither a
Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element nor a Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement shall be
present in the same frame.

NOTE—A Secondary Channel Offset element is never present with the Extended Channel Switch Announcement
element in a frame or in the Extended Channel Switch Announcement frame. Instead, the indicated operating class
within the Extended Channel Switch Announcement element or frame is used to differentiate between a BSS operating
channel width of 20 MHz and a BSS operating channel width greater than 20 MHz as well as indicate the location of the
secondary 20 MHz channel. When switching to a 20 MHz operating channel width, the operating class indicated within
the Extended Channel Switch Announcement element or frame has a channel spacing of 20 MHz. When switching to an
operating channel width greater than 20 MHz, the operating class indicated within the Extended Channel Switch
Announcement element or frame has a channel spacing of 40 MHz.

If a Channel Switch Announcement frame is used to announce a switch to a 40 MHz operating channel
width, then the following apply:

— The Secondary Channel Offset element shall be present in the frame.
— The Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch shall not be present in the frame.

If a Channel Switch Announcement element is used in a Beacon or Probe Response frame to announce a
switch to a 40 MHz operating channel width, then the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement in the
Channel Switch Wrapper element shall also be present in the same frame.

If an Extended Channel Switch Announcement element is used in a Beacon or Probe Response frame to
announce a switch to a 40 MHz operating channel width, then the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch
subelement in the Channel Switch Wrapper element may be present in the same frame.

NOTE—The indicated operating class within the Extended Channel Switch Announcement element identifies the
bandwidth and the relative position of the primary 20 MHz and secondary 20 MHz channels. Hence a Wide Bandwidth
Channel Switch subelement is unnecessary when the Extended Channel Switch Announcement element is used for a
channel switch to a 40 MHz bandwidth.

If a Channel Switch Announcement frame is used to announce a switch to an 80 MHz, 80+80 MHz, or
160 MHz operating channel width, then both the Secondary Channel Offset element and the Wide
Bandwidth Channel Switch element shall be present in the frame.

If a Channel Switch Announcement element or an Extended Channel Switch Announcement element is used
in a frame to announce a switch to an 80 MHz, 80+80 MHz, or 160 MHz operating channel width, then a
Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch subelement in the Channel Switch Wrapper element shall be present in the
same frame.

If an Extended Channel Switch Announcement frame is used to announce a switch to an 80 MHz,
80+80 MHz, or 160 MHz operating channel width, then the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element shall
be present in the frame.

If an Extended Channel Switch Announcement element or Extended Channel Switch Announcement frame
is used to announce a switch to an 80 MHz, 80+80 MHz, or 160 MHz BSS operating channel width, then

— The value of the New Operating Class field identifies the primary 40 MHz channel, and

— The Operating Triplet fields within the New Country subelement or element, respectively, shall
indicate all the operating classes for the switched BSS.
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If new BSS TPC parameters are announced that come into effect at the same time as the channel switch, then
a STA that is a VHT AP, a VHT STA in an IBSS, or a VHT mesh STA in an MBSS shall include

— At least one New VHT Transmit Power Envelope element in a transmitted Channel Switch
Announcement frame or Extended Channel Switch Announcement frame and

— At least one New VHT Transmit Power Envelope subelement in a transmitted Channel Wrapper
element in Beacon and Probe Response frames.

A recipient VHT STA in the BSS STA that has dotllSpectrumManagementRequired or
dotl 1RadioMeasurementActivated equal to true and that maintains association with the BSS after the switch
shall use the parameters in these received elements and subelements in the recipient STA’s TPC calculations
for the new operating channel and operating channel width (see 10.8). If both New VHT Transmit Power
Envelope elements and New VHT Transmit Power Envelope subelements are transmitted for the switch, the
set of New VHT Transmit Power Envelope elements and set of subelements shall contain the same set of
values for the Local Maximum Transmit Power Unit Interpretation subfield, and New VHT Transmit Power
Envelope elements and subelements that have the same value for the Local Maximum Transmit Power Unit
Interpretation subfield shall also have the same values for their other fields.

If a new country string, new operating classes or both, are coming into effect at the same time as the channel
switch, then a STA that is a VHT AP, a VHT STA in an IBSS, or a VHT mesh STA in an MBSS shall
include

— A New Country element in a transmitted Extended Channel Switch Announcement frame and

— A New Country subelement in a transmitted Channel Wrapper element.

The New Country element or subelement shall contain all the Operating Classes for the BSS after the
switch. The New Country element or subelement, transmitted in an Extended Channel Switch
Announcement frame or in the same frame as an Extended Channel Switch Announcement element,
respectively, shall include one Operating Triplet field that contains the same Operating Class as the New
Operating Class field in the Extended Channel Switch Announcement frame or Extended Channel Switch
Announcement element. A  recipient VHT STA in the BSS STA that has
dot1 1MultiDomainCapability Activated, dot11SpectrumManagementRequired, or
dotl 1RadioMeasurementActivated equal to true and that maintains association with the BSS after the switch
shall use the parameters in these received elements and subelements in order to maintain regulatory
compliance. If both New Country elements and New Country subelements are transmitted for the switch,
their fields shall be the same.

A Channel Switch Wrapper element shall not be included in Beacons and Probe Responses if the element
contains zero subelements.

NOTE—Channel Switch Wrapper is not defined to carry subelements in the case of a switch to 20 MHz and when no
change to the country string, operating classes or TPC parameters are announced.

A VHT STA uses the VHT Transmit Power Envelope element only for TPC of 80 MHz, 160 MHz, and
80+80 MHz transmissions. In the Country element, a VHT STA shall include zero Subband Triplet fields in
a Operating/Subband Sequence field that contains an Operating Class field for which the “Channel Spacing
(MHz)” column in the applicable table in Annex E equals 80 or 160.

An AP that switches the BSS to a lower operating channel width may recalculate the TS bandwidth budget
and may delete one or more active TSs by invoking the MLME-DELTS.request primitive with a
ReasonCode value of SERVICE_ CHANGE PRECLUDES TS.

A VHT STA that is a member of an IBSS shall not transmit values in the Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch
element that change the frequency ordering of the primary 40 MHz channel and the secondary 40 MHz
channel from the ordering of the most recently adopted operating channel, if the operating channel includes
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a secondary 40 MHz channel. A VHT STA that is a member of an IBSS shall not transmit values in the
Wide Bandwidth Channel Switch element that change the frequency ordering of the primary 80 MHz
channel and the secondary 80 MHz channel from the ordering of the most recently adopted operating
channel, if the operating channel includes a secondary 80 MHz channel.

10.39.5 NAV assertion in a VHT BSS

A VHT STA shall update its NAV as described in 9.3.2.4 using the Duration/ID field value in any frame that
does not have an RA matching the STA’s MAC address and that was received in a 20 MHz PPDU in the
primary 20 MHz channel or received in a 40 MHz PPDU in the primary 40 MHz channel or received in an
80 MHz PPDU in the primary 80 MHz channel or received in a 160 MHz or 80+80 MHz PPDU.

NOTE—The PHY layer might filter out a PPDU as described in 22.3.21 or not receive a PPDU due to TXOP power
saving described in 10.2.1.19. If so, frames in the PPDU are not received by the MAC and have no effect on the NAV.

10.39.6 VHT STA antenna indication

A VHT STA that does not change its Rx antenna pattern after association shall set the Rx Antenna Pattern
Consistency subfield in the VHT Capabilities Info field to 1; otherwise, the STA shall set the Rx Antenna
Pattern Consistency subfield in the VHT Capabilities Info field to 0.

A VHT STA that does not change its Tx antenna pattern after association shall set the Tx Antenna Pattern
Consistency subfield in the VHT Capabilities Info field to 1; otherwise, the STA shall set the Tx Antenna
Pattern Consistency subfield in the VHT Capabilities Info field to 0.

10.39.7 BSS basic VHT-MCS and NSS set operation

The BSS basic VHT-MCS and NSS set is the set of <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuples that are supported by all VHT
STAs that are members of a VHT BSS. It is established by the STA that starts the VHT BSS, indicated by
the Basic VHT-MCS and NSS Set field of the VHT Operation element in the MLME-START.request
primitive. Other VHT STAs determine the BSS basic VHT-MCS and NSS set from the Basic VHT-MCS
and NSS Set field of the VHT Operation element in the BSSDescription derived through the scan
mechanism (see 10.1.4.1).

A VHT STA shall not attempt to join (MLME-JOIN.request) a BSS unless it supports (i.e., is able to both
transmit and receive using) all the <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuples in the BSS basic VHT-MCS and NSS set.

A VHT STA shall not attempt to (re)associate (MLME-ASSOCIATE.request and MLME-
REASSOCIATE.request) with a VHT AP unless the STA supports (i.e., is able to both transmit and receive
using) all the <VHT-MCS, NSS> tuples in the Basic VHT-MCS and NSS Set field in the VHT Operation
element transmitted by the AP.

10.40 Group ID management operation

An AP determines the possible combinations of STAs that can be addressed by a VHT MU PPDU by
assigning STAs to groups and to specific user positions within those groups.

Assignments or changes of user positions corresponding to one or more Group IDs shall be performed using
a Group ID Management frame defined in 8.5.23.3.

A STA may be assigned to multiple groups by setting multiple subfields of the Membership Status Array
field (see 8.4.1.51) to 1 in the Group ID Management frame addressed to that STA.
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A STA’s user position in each group of which the STA is a member is indicated by the associated subfield in
the User Position Array field (see 8.4.1.52) in the Group ID Management frame addressed to the STA. For
each Group ID, an AP may assign the same user position to multiple STAs. A STA shall have only one user
position in each group of which the STA is a member.

An AP may transmit a Group ID Management frame only if dotl 1 VHTOptionlmplemented is true. A Group
ID Management frame shall not be sent to a VHT STA that does not have the MU Beamformee Capable
field in the VHT Capabilities element equal to 1.

A Group ID Management frame shall be sent as an individually addressed frame.

A STA’s MLME that receives a Group ID Management frame with a RA matching its MAC address shall
issue a PHYCONFIG_VECTOR primitive with the GROUP_ID MANAGEMENT parameter based on the

content of the received Group ID Management frame in order to configure the following lookup tables in the
PHY:

a)  group ID to Membership Status, denoted by MembershipStatusInGroupID[g] for 1 < g <62
b) group ID to User Position, denoted by UserPositionInGroupID|[g] for 1 < g < 62

Group ID values of 0 and 63 are used for SU PPDU and the PHY filtering of such PPDUs is controlled by
the PHYCONFIG_VECTOR primitive LISTEN TO_GID00 and LISTEN TO GID63 parameters. The
User Position in Group ID information is interpreted by a STA receiving a VHT MU PPDU as explained in
22.3.11.4.

Transmission of a Group ID Management frame to a STA and any associated acknowledgment from the
STA shall complete before the transmission of a VHT MU PPDU to the STA.

A VHT MU PPDU shall be transmitted to a STA based on the content of the Group ID Management frame
most recently transmitted to the STA and for which an acknowledgment was received.

10.41 Notification of operating mode changes

A STA whose dotl1OperatingModeNotificationlmplemented is true shall set the Operating Mode
Notification field in the Extended Capabilities element to 1. A VHT STA shall set
dot11O0peratingModeNotificationlmplemented to true. A STA that has the value true for
dot110peratingModeNotificationlImplemented is referred to as operating mode notification capable.

A STA that is operating mode notification capable and that transmits an Association Request, Reassociation
Request, TDLS Setup Response, TDLS Setup Confirm, Mesh Peering Open, or Mesh Peering Confirm
frame to a STA that is operating mode notification capable should notify the recipient STA of a change in its
operating mode by including the Operating Mode Notification element in the frame.

A first STA that is operating mode notification capable should notify a second STA that is operating mode
notification cable of a change in its operating mode by transmitting an Operating Mode Notification frame to
the second STA if the first STA has established any of the following with a second STA:

— An association with an AP
— A TDLS link

— ADLS link

— A Mesh Peer relationship

NOTE—Notify Channel Width frames and elements are used to signal STA operating channel width changes to and
from STAs that are not operating mode notification capable.
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The Operating Mode field in the Operating Mode Notification frame or the Operating Mode Notification
element is set to indicate that the transmitting STA is capable of receiving frames with a bandwidth up to
and including the indicated channel width and with a number of spatial streams up to and including the value
indicated by the Rx NSS subfield.

The notification of a change in supported spatial streams should occur prior to a decrease in the maximum
number of spatial streams and following an increase in the maximum number of spatial streams.

The notification of a change in operating bandwidth should occur prior to a decrease in the operating
channel width and following an increase in the operating channel width.

A STA shall not transmit an individually addressed frame that contains the Operating Mode field unless the
recipient is operating mode notification capable.

An AP should notify associated STAs of a change in the maximum number of spatial streams it is able to
receive through one or more of the following mechanisms:

— Using individually addressed Operating Mode Notification frames
— Including the Operating Mode Notification element in Beacon frames for a period of time that
ensures that STAs in PS mode will receive the notification

— Using the SM power save mechanism defined in 10.2.4 for HT STAs that are not operating mode
notification capable

The notification should occur prior to a decrease in the maximum number of spatial streams and following
an increase in the maximum number of spatial streams.

NOTE—An AP that is reducing the maximum number of spatial streams the AP is able to receive and that has associated
HT STAs that are not operating mode notification capable would use the SM power save mechanism to notify the STAs
that the AP is operating with a single receive chain.

An AP should notify associated STAs of a change in its operating channel width through one or more of the
following mechanisms:
— Using the Channel Switch Announcement element, Channel Switch Announcement frame or both
following the procedure defined in 10.9.8.2
— Using the Extended Channel Switch Announcement element, Extended Channel Switch
Announcement frame or both, following the procedure described in 10.10
— Using individually addressed Operating Mode Notification frames and/or Notify Channel Width
frames

— Using the STA Channel Width field in the HT Operation element and/or Channel Width field in the
VHT Operation element

The notification should occur prior to a decrease in the operating channel width and following an increase in
the operating channel width.

A VHT AP that has at least one VHT STA associated and that indicates a channel width change using
management action frame(s) shall transmit Operating Mode Notification frame(s) to signal the channel
width change. A VHT AP that has at least one non-VHT HT STA associated and that indicates a channel
width change using management action frame(s) shall transmit Notify Channel Width frame(s) to signal the
channel width change.

A VHT STA shall not transmit an individually addressed Notify Channel Width frame to a VHT STA.
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A VHT STA associated with a VHT AP shall ignore Notify Channel Width frames received from the VHT
AP.

An HT AP that is not a VHT AP that changes its operating channel width shall indicate the new operating
channel width in the STA Channel Width field in the HT Operation element. A VHT AP that changes its
operating channel width shall indicate the new operating channel width in the Channel Width field in the
VHT Operation element and STA Channel Width field in the HT Operation element (see Table 10-19).

An AP shall not include the Operating Mode Notification element in Beacon, Probe Response, Association
Response, and Reassociation Response frames when not changing the maximum number of spatial streams
the AP is able to receive.

A STA shall not transmit an Operating Mode field with the value of the Rx NSS subfield indicating a
number of spatial streams not supported by the recipient STA. The number of spatial streams supported by
the recipient STA is reported in the Supported Rates element, Extended Supported Rates element, Supported
MCS Set, or Supported VHT-MCS and NSS Set field transmitted in management frames by the recipient
STA.

A STA shall not transmit an Operating Mode field with the value of the Channel Width subfield indicating a
bandwidth not supported by the STA, as reported in the Supported Channel Width Set subfield in the HT
Capabilities Info field or the VHT Capabilities Info field in management frames transmitted by the STA.

A STA that is operating mode notification capable shall not transmit a PPDU to a STA that uses a bandwidth
that is greater than the channel width indicated in the most recently received Operating Mode Notification
element or Operating Mode Notification frame from that STA. A STA that is operating mode notification
capable shall not transmit a PPDU to a STA that uses a greater number of spatial streams than indicated in
the most recently received Operating Mode Notification element or Operating Mode Notification frame
received from that STA.

NOTE 1—To avoid possible frame loss, a VHT STA that sends an individually addressed Operating Mode Notification
frame to a second VHT STA indicating reduced operating channel width and/or reduced active receive chains can
continue with its current operating channel width and active receive chains until it infers that the second STA has
processed this notification. The first VHT STA might make this inference from either of the following:

— By receiving a frame addressed to itself from the second VHT STA in a PPDU with a bandwidth and Ngg that
are equal to or less than the channel width and Ngg, respectively, indicated in the Operating Mode Notification
frame

— Based on the passage of time in some implementation dependent way, which is outside the scope of this
standard

NOTE 2—It might take a long time for a STA to change its operating mode following the transmission of the Operating
Mode Notification frame and during that time the STA might not be able to receive frames resulting in frame loss. If a
non-AP STA cannot tolerate frame loss during that period it can set the Power Management subfield of the Frame
Control field of the Operating Mode Notification frame to 1 to indicate that the STA has entered power save. When the
non-AP STA has completed its operating mode change, it can send another frame (such as a QoS Null) with the Frame
Control Power Management subfield set to 0 to indicate that the STA has exited power save.

194 294 Copyright © 2013 IEEE. All rights reserved.



IEEE
FOR VERY HIGH THROUGHPUT FOR OPERATION IN BANDS BELOW 6 GHz Std 802.11ac-2013

11. Security

11.4 RSNA confidentiality and integrity protocols
11.4.3 CTR with CBC-MAC Protocol (CCMP)

11.4.3.1 General

Change the first paragraph of 11.4.3.1 as follows:

Subclause 11.4.3.1 specifies the-all variants of CCMP, which provides data confidentiality, authentication,
integrity, and replay protection. In a non-DMG network, CCMP-128 is mandatory for RSN compliance.

Change the third and fourth paragraphs in 11.4.3.1 (including creating a new fifth paragraph), and
insert a new sixth paragraph as follows:

The AES algorithm is defined in FIPS PUB 197-2001. AH-AES processing used within CCMP uses AES
with either a 128-bit key (CCMP-128) or a 256-bit key (CCMP-256)-and-a128-bit-bleeksize.

CCM is defined in IETF RFC 3610. CCM is a generic mode that can be used with any block-oriented
encryption algorithm. CCM has two parameters (M and L).;and

CCMP-128 uses the following values for the CCM parameters:
— M =8; indicating that the MIC is 8 octets.

— L =2; indicating that the Length field is 2 octets, which is sufficient to hold the length of the largest
possible IEEE 802.11 MPDU, expressed in octets.

CCMP-256 uses the following values for the CCM parameters:
— M = 16: indicating that the MIC is 16 octets.
— L =2: indicating that the Length field is 2 octets, which is sufficient to hold the length of the largest
possible IEEE 802.11 MPDU, expressed in octets.

11.4.3.2 CCMP MPDU format

Change Figure 11-16 as follows:

< Encrypted »
CCMP Head Data (PDU Wic FCS
MAGC Header eader ata (PDU) 8-oetets
A | | 8 o<itets | >= 1 octets variable 4 octets
PNO || PN1 || Rswd Rsvd Ext | Key pN2 || PN3 || Png || PNs
b0 b4 b5 b6 b7
Key ID octet
Figure 11-16—Expanded CCMP MPDU
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Change the second paragraph of 11.4.3.2 as follows:

CCMP-128 processing expands the original MPDU size by 16 octets, 8 octets for the CCMP Header field
and 8 octets for the MIC field. CCMP-256 processing expands the original MPDU size by 24 octets, 8 octets
for the CCMP Header field, and 16 octets for the MIC field. The CCMP Header field is constructed from the
PN, ExtIV, and Key ID subfields. PN is a 48-bit PN represented as an array of 6 octets. PN5 is the most
significant octet of the PN, and PNO is the least significant. Note that CCMP does not use the WEP ICV.

11.4.3.3 CCMP cryptographic encapsulation
11.4.3.3.6 CCM originator processing
Change the third paragraph of 11.4.3.3.6 as follows:

The CCM originator processing provides authentication and integrity of the frame body and the AAD as
well as data confidentiality of the frame body. The output from the CCM originator processing consists of
the encrypted data and 8-additienal-eetets-efan encrypted MIC (see Figure 11-16).

11.4.3.4 CCMP decapsulation
11.4.3.4.2 CCM recipient processing
Change the second paragraph of 11.4.3.4.2 as follows:

There are four inputs to CCM recipient processing:
—  Key: the temporal key (16 octets).
— Nonce: the nonce (13 octets) constructed as described in 11.4.3.3.4.

—  Encrypted frame body: the encrypted frame body from the received MPDU. The encrypted frame
body includes the an-8-eetet-MIC.

— AAD: the AAD (22-30 octets) that is the canonical MPDU header as described in 11.4.3.3.3.
11.4.4 Broadcast/Multicast Integrity Protocol (BIP)
11.4.4.1 BIP overview
Change 11.4.4.1 as follows:

BIP provides data integrity and replay protection for group addressed robust management frames after
successful establishment of an IGTKSA (see 11.5.1.1.9).

BIP-CMAC-128 provides data integrity and replay protection, using AES-128 in CMAC Mode with a 128-
bit integrity key and a CMAC TLen value of 128 (16 octets). BIP-CMAC-256 provides data integrity and
replay protection, using AES-256 in CMAC Mode with a 256-bit integrity key and a CMAC TLen value of
128 (16 octets). NIST SP 800-38B defines the CMAC algorithm, and NIST SP 800-38D defines the GMAC
algorithm. AH-BIP processing uses AES with a 128-bit or 256-bit integrity key-and-a128-bitbloelksize; and
a CMAC TLen value of 128 (16 octets). The CMAC _output for both BIP-CMAC-128 and BIP-CMAC-256
is truncated to 64 bits:

MIC = L(CMAC Output, 0, 64)

Where L is defined in 11.6.1.
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BIP-GCMP-128 uses AES with a 128-bit integrity key. and BIP-GCMP-256 uses AES with a 256-bit

integrity key. The authentication tag for both BIP-GCMP-128 and BIP-GCMP-256 is not truncated and shall
be 128 bits (16 octets).

BIP uses the IGTK to compute the MMPDU MIC. The authenticator shall distribute one new IGTK and
IGTK PN (IPN) whenever it distributes a new GTK. The IGTK is identified by the MAC address of the
transmitting STA plus an IGTK identifier that is encoded in the MME Key ID field.

11.4.4.5 BIP transmission
Change 11.4.4.5 as follows:

When a STA transmits a protected group addressed robust management frame, it shall

a)  Select the IGTK currently active for transmission of frames to the intended group of recipients and
construct the MME (see 8.4.2.57) with the MIC field masked to 0 and the KeyID field set to the
corresponding IGTK KeyID value. If the frame is not a GQMEF, the transmitting STA shall insert a
monotonically increasing non-negative integer into the MME IPN field. If the frame is a GQMF,
then the transmitting STA shall maintain a 48-bit counter for use as the IPN, the counter shall be
incremented for each GQMF until the two least significant bits of the counter match the ACI of the
AC that is used to transmit the frame, and the counter value shall be inserted into the MME IPN field
of the frame. For BIP-GMAC-128 and BIP-GMAC-256, the initialization vector passed to GMAC

shall be a concatentation of address 2 from the MAC header of the MPDU and the non-negative
integer inserted into the MMP IPN field.

b) Compute AAD as specified in 11.4.4.3.

c¢) Compute an integrity value-AESH28-EMAE over the concatenation of (AAD || Management Frame
Body including MME), and insert the 64-bit-output into the MME MIC field. For BIP-CMAC-128,
the integrity value is 64-bits and is computed using AES-128-CMAC: for BIP-CMAC-256, the
integrity value is 128-bits and is computed using AES-256-CMAC; for BIP-GMAC-128, the
integrity value is 128-bits and is computed using AES-128-GMAC; and, for BIP-GMAC-256, the
integrity value is 128-bits and is computed using AES-256-GMAC.

d) Compose the frame as the IEEE 802.11 header, management frame body, including MME, and FCS.
The MME shall appear last in the frame body.

e) Transmit the frame.

11.4.4.6 BIP reception
Change 11.4.4.6 as follows:

When a STA with management frame protection negotiated receives a group addressed robust management
frame protected by BIP-CMAC-128, BIP-CMAC-256, BIP-GMAC-128, or BIP-GMAC-256, it shall

a)  Identify the appropriate IGTK key and associated state based on the MME KeylID field. If no such
IGTK exists, silently drop the frame and terminate BIP processing for this reception.

b)  Perform replay protection on the received frame. The receiver shall interpret the MME IPN field as
a 48-bit unsigned integer.

1) If the frame is not a GQMF, the receiver shall compare this MME IPN integer value to the
value of the receive replay counter for the IGTK identified by the MME Key ID field. If the
integer value from the received MME IPN field is less than or equal to the replay counter value
for this IGTK, the receiver shall discard the frame and increment the
dot] IRSNAStatsCMACReplays counter by 1.

2) If the frame is a GQMEF, the receiver shall compare this MME IPN integer value to the value of
the receive replay counter for the IGTK identified by the MME Key ID field and the AC
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represented by the value of the ACI subfield of the received frame. If the integer value from the
received MME IPN field is less than or equal to the replay counter value for this IGTK and AC,
the receiver shall discard the frame and increment the dot] IRSNAStatsCMACReplays counter

c¢) Compute AAD for this management frame, as specified in 11.4.4.3. For BIP-GMAC-128 and BIP-
GMAC-256, an initialization vector for GMAC is constructed as the concatenation of address 2
from the MAC header of the MPDU and the 48-bit unsigned integer from the MME IPN field.

d) Extract and save the received MIC value, and compute a verifier the- AESH28-CEMAC-over the
concatenation of (AAD || Management Frame Body || MME) with the MIC field masked to 0 in the
MME. For BIP-CMAC-128, the verifier is AES-128-CMAC: for BIP-CMAC-256, the integrity
value is 128-bits and is computed using AES-256-CMAC; for BIP-GMAC-128, the verifier is AES-
128-GMAC:; and, for BIP-GMAC-256, the verifier is AES-256-GMAC. If the result does not match
the received MIC value, then the receiver shall discard the frame, increment the
dot1 1RSNAStatsCMACICVErrors counter by 1, and terminate BIP processing for this reception.

e) Update the replay counter for the IGTK identified by the MME Key ID field with the integer value
of the MME IPN field if the frame is not a GQMF.

f)  Update the replay counter for the IGTK identified by the MME Key ID field and the AC represented
by the value of the ACI subfield of the received frame with the integer value of the MME IPN field
if the frame is a GQMF.

If management frame protection is negotiated, group addressed robust management frames that are received
without BIP protection shall be discarded.

11.4.5 GCM with Galois Message Authentication Code (GMAC) Protocol (GCMP)
11.4.5.1 GCMP overview
Change the third paragraph of 11.4.5.1 as follows:

The AES algorithm is defined in FIPS PUB 197-2001. All AES processing used within GCMP uses AES
with a 128-bit key (GCMP-128) or a 256-bit key (GCMP-256)-and-a128-bit-bloeksize.

11.5 RSNA security association management

11.5.3 RSNA policy selection in an ESS

Insert the following note after the third paragraph (“An SME initiating ...”) of 11.5.3:
NOTE—DBecause a VHT STA is also an HT STA, the elimination of TKIP also applies to VHT STAs.
11.5.5 RSNA policy selection in an IBSS and for DLS

Insert the following note after the existing note after the second paragraph of 11.5.5, and number the
existing note “1”:

NOTE 2—Because a VHT STA is also an HT STA, the elimination of TKIP also applies to VHT STAs.
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11.5.7 RSNA policy selection in an MBSS
Insert the following note at the end of 11.5.7:

NOTE—Because a VHT STA is also an HT STA, the elimination of TKIP also applies to VHT STAs.

11.6 Keys and key distribution
11.6.1 Key hierarchy

11.6.1.2 PRF

Change 11.6.1.2 as follows:

A PREF is used in a number of places in this standard. Depending on its use, it may need to output 128 bits,
192 bits, 256 bits, 384 bits, ex-512 bits, or 704 bits. This subclause defines sixfive functions:

— PRF-128, which outputs 128 bits
— PRF-192, which outputs 192 bits
— PRF-256, which outputs 256 bits
— PRF-384, which outputs 384 bits
— PRF-512, which outputs 512 bits
— PRF-704, which outputs 704 bits

In the following, K is a key; 4 is a unique label for each different purpose of the PRF; B is a variable-length
string; Y is a single octet containing 0; X is a single octet containing the loop parameter i; and || denotes
concatenation:

H-SHA-1(K, 4, B, X) « HMAC-SHA-1(K, 4| Y || B || X)

PRF(K, A, B, Len)
fori < 0to (Lent+159)/160 do
R < R||H-SHA-1(K, 4, B, i)
return L(R, 0, Len)

PRF-128(K, 4, B) = PRF(K, 4, B, 128)
PRF-192(K, 4, B) = PRF(K, 4, B, 192)
PRF-256(K, A, B) = PRF(K, 4, B, 256)
PRF-384(K, 4, B) = PRF(K, 4, B, 384)
PRF-512(K, 4, B)= PRF(K, 4, B, 512)

When the negotiated AKM is 00-0F-AC:5, e+-00-0F-AC:6, or 00-0F-AC:11, the KDF specified in 11.6.1.7.2
(Key derivation function (KDF)) shall be used instead of the PRF construction defined here. In this case, 4 is
used as the KDF label and B as the KDF Context, and the PRF functions are defined as follows:

PRF-128(K, 4, B) = KDF-SHA256-128(K, A, B)
PRF-192(K, 4, B) = KDF-SHA256-192(K, A, B)
PRF-256(K, A, B) = KDF-SHA256-256(K, A, B)
PRF-384(K, A, B) = KDF-SHA256-384(K, A, B)
PRF-512(K, 4, B) = KDF-SHA256-512(K, A, B)
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When the negotiated AKM is 00-0F-AC:12, the KDF specified in 11.6.1.7.2 shall be used instead of the PRF
construction defined here. In this case, 4 is used as the KDF label and B as the KDF Context, and the PRF

function is defined as follows:

PRF-704(K. 4. B) = KDF-SHA384-704(K. 4. B)

When the negotiated AKM is 00-0F-AC:13, the KDF specified in 11.6.1.7.2 shall be used instead of the PRF
construction defined here. In this case, 4 is used as the KDF label and B as the KDF Context, and the PRF

functions are defined as follows:

PRF-384(K. 4. B) = KDF-SHA384-384(K. 4. B)
PRF-512(K. 4. B) = KDF-SHA384-512(K. 4. B)
PRF-704(K. 4. B) = KDF-SHA384-704(K. 4. B)

11.6.1.3 Pairwise key hierarchy

Change 11.6.1.3 as follows:

Except when preauthentication is used, the pairwise key hierarchy utilizes PRF-384, erPRF-512, or PRF-
704 to derive session-specific keys from a PMK, as depicted in Figure 11-24 (Pairwise key hierarchy). Fhe
PMK—shall-be256-bits—When using AKM suite selector 00-0F-AC:12, the length of the PMK, PMK bits,
shall be 384 bits. With all other AKM suite selectors, the length of the PMK, PMK bits, shall be 256 bits.
The pairwise key hierarchy takes a PMK and generates a PTK. The PTK is partitioned into KCK, KEK, and
temporal keys, which are used by the MAC to protect individually addressed communication between the
Authenticator’s and Supplicant’s respective STAs. PTKs are used between a single Supplicant and a single
Authenticator.

Change Figure 11-24 as follows:
Replace “L(PTK, 0, 128) (KCK)” with “L(PTK, 0, KCK_bits) (KCK)” (one time)
Replace “L(PTK, 128, 128) (KEK)” with “L(PTK, KCK_bits, KEK_bits) (KEK)” (one time)
Replace “L(PTK, 256, TK_ bits) (TK)” with “L(PTK, KCK_ bits+KEK_ bits, TK_ bits) (TK)” (one time)

When not using a PSK, the PMK is derived from the MSK. The PMK shall be computed as the first 256
PMK bits bits (bits 0255PMK bits-1) of the MSK: PMK <« L(MSK, 0, 256PMK bits). When—this
erivation |_the MSK I it ofatl] 156 bits.

The PTK shall not be used longer than the PMK lifetime as determined by the minimum of the PMK lifetime
indicated by the AS, e.g., Session-Timeout + dotlxAuthTxPeriod or from dot] IRSNAConfigPMKLifetime.
When RADIUS is used and the Session-Timeout attribute is not in the RADIUS Accept message, and if the
key lifetime is not otherwise specified, then the PMK lifetime is infinite.

NOTE 1—If the protocol between the Authenticator (or AP) and AS is RADIUS, then the MS-MPPE-Recv-Key
attribute (vendor-id = 17; see Section 2.4.3 in IETF RFC 2548-1999 [B30]) is available to be used to transport the first
32 octets of the MSKPMXK to the AP, and the MS-MPPE-Send-Key attribute (vendor-id = 16; see Section 2.4.2 in [ETF

RFC 2548-1999 [B30]) is available to be used to transport the remaining 32 octets of the MSK.

NOTE 2—When reauthenticating and changing the pairwise key, a race condition might occur. If a frame is received
while MLME-SETKEY S.request primitive is being processed, the received frame might be decrypted with one key and
the MIC checked with a different key. Two possible options to avoid this race condition are as follows: the frame might
be checked against the old MIC key, and the received frames might be queued while the keys are changed.

NOTE 3—If the AKMP is RSNA-PSK, then a 256-bit PSK might be configured into the STA and AP or a pass-phrase
might be configured into the Supplicant or Authenticator. The method used to configure the PSK is outside this standard,
but one method is via user interaction. If a pass-phrase is configured, then a 256-bit key is derived and used as the PSK.
In any RSNA-PSK method, the PSK is used directly as the PMK. Implementations might support different PSKs for
each pair of communicating STAs.
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Here, the following assumptions apply:

— SNonce is a random or pseudorandom value contributed by the Supplicant; its value is taken when a
PTK is instantiated and is sent to the PTK Authenticator.

— ANonce is a random or pseudorandom value contributed by the Authenticator.
— The PTK shall be derived from the PMK by

PTK « PRF-X(PMK, “Pairwise key expansion”, Min(AA,SPA) || Max(AA,SPA) ||
Min(ANonce,SNonce) || Max(ANonce,SNonce))

where X = KCK bits + KEK bits256 + TK bits. The values of KCK bits and KEK bits are AKM
suite dependent and are listed in Table 11-9 (Integrity and key wrap algorithms). The value of
TK bits is cipher-suite dependent and is defined in Table 11-4 (Cipher suite key lengths). The Min
and Max operations for IEEE 802 addresses are with the address converted to a positive integer
treating the first transmitted octet as the most significant octet of the integer. The Min and Max
operations for nonces are with the nonces treated as positive integers converted as specified in 8.2.2
(Conventions).

NOTE—The Authenticator and Supplicant normally derive a PTK only once per association. A Supplicant or
an Authenticator uses the 4-Way Handshake to derive a new PTK. Both the Authenticator and Supplicant create
a new nonce value for each 4-Way Handshake instance.

— The KCK shall be computed as the first KCK_bits428 bits (bits 0427KCK _bits—1) of the PTK:
KCK « L(PTK, 0, #28KCK bits)
The KCK is used by IEEE Std 802.1X-2004 to provide data origin authenticity in the 4-Way
Handshake and Group Key Handshake messages.
— The KEK shall be computed as the next KEK bits bits328255-of the PTK:
KEK « L(PTK, +28KCK_bits, 28KEK_bits)
The KEK is used by the EAPOL-Key frames to provide data confidentiality in the 4-Way
Handshake and Group Key Handshake messages.

— The temporal key (TK) shall be computed as the next TK bits bits256-te{(255—+TFk—bits) of the
PTK:

TK « L(PTK, KCK_bits+KEK_bits256, TK_bits)

The EAPOL-Key state machines (see 11.6.10 and 11.6.11) use the MLME-SETKEY S.request primitive to
configure the temporal key into the STA. The STA uses the temporal key with the pairwise cipher suite;
interpretation of this value is cipher-suite specific.

A PMK identifier is defined as
PMKID = HMAC-SHA1-128(PMK, "PMK Name" || AA || SPA)

Here, HMAC-SHA1-128 is the first 128 bits of the HMAC-SHAT of its argument list.

When the negotiated AKM is 00-0F-AC:5 or 00-0F-AC:6, HMAC-SHA-256 is used to calculate the
PMKID, and the PMK identifier is defined as

PMKID = Truncate-128(HMAC-SHA-256(PMK, "PMK Name" || AA || SPA))

When the negotiated AKM is 00-0F-AC:11, HMAC-SHA-256 is used to calculate the PMKID, and the
PMK identifier is defined as

PMKID = Truncate-128(HMAC-SHA-256(KCK. "PMK Name" || AA || SPA))
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13. MLME mesh procedures

13.2 Mesh discovery

13.2.4 Mesh STA configuration

Change 13.2.4 as follows:

The mesh STA configuration consists of the mesh profile (see 13.2.3), the Supported Rates element, the

Extended Supported Rates element, and-the HT Operations element (if present), and the VHT Operations
element (if present).

Mesh STA configurations are identical if the following conditions hold:
— The mesh profiles are identical.
— The BSSBasicRateSet parameters are identical.
— For HT mesh STAs, the BSSBasicMCSSet parameters are identical.

—  For VHT mesh STAs, the Basic VHT-MCS and NSS fields in the VHT Operation element are
identical.

13.2.7 Candidate peer mesh STA

Insert a new list item e) into the lettered list of the second paragraph of 13.2.7, and re-letter the
subsequent list item accordingly:

e) If both the scanning mesh STA and the discovered neighbor STA are VHT STAs, the mesh STA
uses the same value for the Basic VHT-MCS and NSS Set field in its VHT Operation element as
received in the Beacon or Probe Response frame from the neighbor mesh STA.
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20. High Throughput (HT) PHY specification

20.1 Introduction

20.1.1 Introduction to the HT PHY

Change the sixth paragraph of 20.1.1 as follows:

An HT nen-AP-STA shall support all equal modulation (EQM) rates for one spatial stream (MCSs 0 to 7)

using 20 MHz channel width. An HT AP that is not a VHT AP shall support all EQM rates for ene-and-two
spatial streams (MCSs 6-8 to 15) using 20 MHz channel width.

20.3 HT PLCP sublayer

Change the title of 20.3.10 as follows:

20.3.10 Transmission of NON_HT format PPDUs with more than one antenna-transmit chain
20.3.11 Data field

20.3.11.3 Scrambler

Change 20.3.11.3 as follows:

The data field shall be scrambled by the scrambler defined in 18.3.5.5-and-inttialized-with. The Clause 18
TXVECTOR parameters CH BAND-WIDTH IN NON HT and DYN BANDWIDTH IN NON_ HT

shall not be present; therefore, the initial state of the scrambler shall be set to a pseudorandom nonzero seed.

20.3.20 PMD transmit specification

20.3.20.1 Transmit spectrum mask

Insert the following note after Note 2 at the beginning of 20.3.20.1:

NOTE 3—For rules regarding TX center frequency leakage levels by VHT STAs, see 22.3.18.4.2.

20.3.20.7 Modulation accuracy
20.3.20.7.2 Transmit center frequency leakage
Insert the following paragraph at the beginning of 20.3.20.7.2:

For VHT STAs the requirements on transmitter center frequency leakage are defined in 22.3.18.4.2;
otherwise, the requirements are defined in this subclause.
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