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(57) ABSTRACT

A computer-implemented system for facilitating echocardio-
graphic image analysis is disclosed. The system includes at
least one processor configured to receive signals represent-
ing a first at least one echocardiographic image, associate the
image with a first view category of a plurality of predeter-
mined view categories, determine, based on the first at least
one echocardiographic image and the first view category, a
first quality assessment value representing a view category
specific quality assessment of the first at least one echocar-
diographic image, and produce signals representing the first
quality assessment value for causing the first quality assess-
ment value to be associated with the first at least one
echocardiographic image. The at least one processor may

(Continued)

287 Receive signals representing parameters defining an image
view category determining neural network

264~

Apply the neural network to the at least one
echocardiographic image

286~

Associate the at least one echocardiographic image with
a view category based on output ef the neural network

CAPTION HEALTH Ex1001



Page 2 of 43

US 11,129,591 B2
Page 2

also be configured to do the above steps for a second at least
one echocardiographic and a second view category that is
different from the first view category image. Other systems,
methods, and computer-readable media are also disclosed.

20 Claims, 20 Drawing Sheets
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ECHOCARDIOGRAPHIC IMAGE ANALYSIS

RELATED APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 62/325,779 entitled “PROCESS FOR
IMAGING QUALITY ASSURANCE”, filed on Apr. 21,
2016, which is hereby incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND
1. Field

Embodiments of this invention relate to echocardio-
graphic image analysis and more particularly to echocardio-
graphic image analysis for image quality assessment.

2. Description of Related Art

Despite advances in medicine and technology, cardiovas-
cular disease remains the leading cause of mortality world-
wide. Cardiac ultrasound, better known as echocardiography
(echo), is the standard method for screening, detection, and
monitoring of cardiovascular disease. This noninvasive
imaging modality is widely available, cost-effective, and
may be used for clinical measurement of anatomical features
which may then be used for evaluation of cardiac structure
and/or function. Some existing echocardiographic systems
may be configured to provide feedback regarding general
properties of captured images. However, this feedback may
not assist echocardiographers in capturing high quality
echocardiographic images for use in subsequent quantified
clinical measurement of anatomical features.

SUMMARY

In accordance with one embodiment, there is provided a
computer-implemented system for facilitating echocardio-
graphic image analysis. The system includes at least one
processor configured to, receive signals representing a first
at least one echocardiographic image, associate the first at
least one echocardiographic image with a first view category
of a plurality of predetermined echocardiographic image
view categories, determine, based on the first at least one
echocardiographic image and the first view category, a first
quality assessment value representing a view category spe-
cific quality assessment of the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image, produce signals representing the first quality
assessment value for causing the first quality assessment
value to be associated with the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image, receive signals representing a second at least
one echocardiographic image, associate the second at least
one echocardiographic image with a second view category
of the plurality of predetermined echocardiographic image
view categories, said second view category being different
from the first view category, determine, based on the second
at least one echocardiographic image and the second view
category, a second quality assessment value representing a
view category specific quality assessment of the second at
least one echocardiographic image, and produce signals
representing the second quality assessment value for causing
the second quality assessment value to be associated with
the second at least one echocardiographic image.

In accordance with another embodiment, there is provided
a computer-implemented system for training neural net-
works to facilitate echocardiographic image analysis. The
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2

system includes at least one processor configured to: receive
signals representing a plurality of echocardiographic train-
ing images, each of the plurality of echocardiographic
training images associated with one of a plurality of prede-
termined echocardiographic image view categories, receive
signals representing expert quality assessment values repre-
senting view category specific quality assessments of the
plurality of echocardiographic training images, each of the
expert quality assessment values provided by an expert
echocardiographer and associated with one of the plurality
of echocardiographic training images, and train the neural
networks using the plurality of echocardiographic training
images and the associated expert quality assessment values
to determine sets of neural network parameters defining the
neural networks, at least a portion of each of said neural
networks associated with one of the plurality of predeter-
mined echocardiographic image view categories.

In accordance with another embodiment, there is provided
a computer-implemented method of facilitating echocardio-
graphic image analysis. The method includes receiving
signals representing a first at least one echocardiographic
image, associating the first at least one echocardiographic
image with a first view category of a plurality of predeter-
mined echocardiographic image view categories, determin-
ing, based on the first at least one echocardiographic image
and the first view category, a first quality assessment value
representing a view category specific quality assessment of
the first at least one echocardiographic image, producing
signals representing the first quality assessment value for
causing the first quality assessment value to be associated
with the first at least one echocardiographic image, receiving
signals representing a second at least one echocardiographic
image, associating the second at least one echocardiographic
image with a second view category of the plurality of
predetermined echocardiographic image view categories,
said second view category being different from the first view
category, determining, based on the second at least one
echocardiographic image and the second view category, a
second quality assessment value representing a view cat-
egory specific quality assessment of the second at least one
echocardiographic image, and producing signals represent-
ing the second quality assessment value for causing the
second quality assessment value to be associated with the
second at least one echocardiographic image.

In accordance with another embodiment, there is provided
a computer-implemented method of training neural net-
works to facilitate echocardiographic image analysis. The
method includes receiving signals representing a plurality of
echocardiographic training images, each of the plurality of
echocardiographic training images associated with one of a
plurality of predetermined echocardiographic image view
categories, receiving signals representing expert quality
assessment values representing view category specific qual-
ity assessments of the plurality of echocardiographic train-
ing images, each of the expert quality assessment values
provided by an expert echocardiographer and associated
with one of the plurality of echocardiographic training
images, and training the neural networks using the plurality
of echocardiographic training images and the associated
expert quality assessment values to determine sets of neural
network parameters defining the neural networks, at least a
portion of each of said neural networks associated with one
of the plurality of predetermined echocardiographic image
view categories.

In accordance with another embodiment, there is provided
a computer readable medium having stored thereon codes
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which when executed by at least one processor cause the at
least one processor to perform any of the above methods.

In accordance with another embodiment, there is provided
a system for facilitating echocardiographic image analysis.
The system includes means for receiving signals represent-
ing a first at least one echocardiographic image, means for
associating the first at least one echocardiographic image
with a first view category of a plurality of predetermined
echocardiographic image view categories, means for deter-
mining, based on the first at least one echocardiographic
image and the first view category, a first quality assessment
value representing a view category specific quality assess-
ment of the first at least one echocardiographic image,
means for producing signals representing the first quality
assessment value for causing the first quality assessment
value to be associated with the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image, means for receiving signals representing a
second at least one echocardiographic image, means for
associating the second at least one echocardiographic image
with a second view category of the plurality of predeter-
mined echocardiographic image view categories, said sec-
ond view category being different from the first view cat-
egory, means for determining, based on the second at least
one echocardiographic image and the second view category,
a second quality assessment value representing a view
category specific quality assessment of the second at least
one echocardiographic image, and means for producing
signals representing the second quality assessment value for
causing the second quality assessment value to be associated
with the second at least one echocardiographic image.

In accordance with another embodiment, there is provided
a system for training neural networks to facilitate echocar-
diographic image analysis. The system includes means for
receiving signals representing a plurality of echocardio-
graphic training images, each of the plurality of echocar-
diographic training images associated with one of a plurality
of predetermined echocardiographic image view categories,
means for receiving signals representing expert quality
assessment values representing view category specific qual-
ity assessments of the plurality of echocardiographic train-
ing images, each of the expert quality assessment values
provided by an expert echocardiographer and associated
with one of the plurality of echocardiographic training
images, and means for training the neural networks using the
plurality of echocardiographic training images and the asso-
ciated expert quality assessment values to determine sets of
neural network parameters defining the neural networks, at
least a portion of each of said neural networks associated
with one of the plurality of predetermined echocardio-
graphic image view categories. Other aspects and features of
embodiments of the invention will become apparent to those
ordinarily skilled in the art upon review of the following
description of specific embodiments of the invention in
conjunction with the accompanying figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In drawings which illustrate embodiments of the inven-
tion,

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a system for facilitating
echocardiographic image analysis in accordance with vari-
ous embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of an echocardiographic image
analyzer of the system of FIG. 1 including a processor
circuit in accordance with various embodiments of the
invention;

25

55

60

4

FIG. 3 is a flowchart depicting blocks of code for direct-
ing the analyzer of the system of FIG. 1 to perform image
analysis functions in accordance with various embodiments
of the invention;

FIG. 4 is a representation of an exemplary image file that
may be used in the system shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a flowchart depicting blocks of code that may be
included in the flowchart of FIG. 3 in accordance with
various embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 6 is a representation of an exemplary view category
determining neural network that may be used in the system
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 is a representation of an exemplary view category
record that may be used in the system shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 8 is a representation of an exemplary image quality
assessment neural network that may be used in the system
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 9 is a representation of an exemplary common neural
network record that may be used in the system shown in
FIG. 1;

FIG. 10 is a representation of an exemplary view category
specific neural network record that may be used in the
system shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart depicting blocks of code that may
be included in the flowchart of FIG. 3 in accordance with
various embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 12 is a representation of an exemplary quality
assessment record that may be used in the system shown in
FIG. 1;

FIG. 13 is a representation of a display that may be
presented by a display of a user interface system included in
the system shown in FIG. 1 in accordance with embodiments
of the invention;

FIG. 14 is a schematic view of a system for training neural
networks to facilitate echocardiographic image analysis in
accordance with various embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 15 is a schematic view of a neural network trainer of
the system of FIG. 1 including a processor circuit in accor-
dance with various embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 16 is a flowchart depicting blocks of code for
directing the trainer of the system of FIG. 14 to perform
image assessment neural network training functions in
accordance with various embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 17 is a representation of an exemplary training image
file that may be used in the system shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 18 is a representation of an exemplary expert quality
assessment record that may be used in the system shown in
FIG. 1;

FIG. 19 is a schematic view of a system for facilitating
echocardiographic image analysis in accordance with vari-
ous embodiments of the invention;

FIG. 20 is a representation of an exemplary view category
determining neural network that may be used in the system
shown in FIG. 1; and

FIG. 21 is a representation of an exemplary image quality
assessment neural network that may be used in the system
shown in FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 1, according to one embodiment of the
invention, there is provided a system 10 for facilitating
echocardiographic image analysis. The system 10 includes a
computer-implemented echocardiographic image analyzer
12 in communication with a user interface system 14 and a
transducer 16. In the embodiment shown, the analyzer 12 is
also in communication with a network 126 and the user
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interface system 14 includes a display 15. In various
embodiments, the system 10 may be incorporated within an
ultrasound machine or scanner. For example, in various
embodiments, the system 10 may be included in an ultra-
sound machine generally similar to a Philips™ IE33 Ultra-
sound machine or a mobile ultrasound machine made by
Clarius™.

In operation, an operator of the system 10, who may be for
example, an echocardiographer, technician, or sonographer,
may manipulate the transducer 16 on or around a patient,
and the analyzer 12 may communicate with the transducer
16 and receive signals representing echocardiographic
images of the patient. The analyzer 12 may store represen-
tations of the echocardiographic images in memory and/or
output representations of the images on the display 15. The
analyzer 12 may determine a quality assessment value
representing a quality assessment of at least one echocar-
diographic image and produce signals for causing the quality
assessment value to be associated with the at least one
echocardiographic image. For example, the analyzer 12 may
be configured to produce signals for causing the display 15
to display a sequence of echocardiographic images captured
by the analyzer 12 in near real-time, in association with the
determined quality assessment value for the images. In some
embodiments, the quality assessment value may be deter-
mined for a single image. In some embodiments, the quality
assessment value may be determined for a sequence of
images or video, which may be referred to herein as an echo
cine.

In various embodiments, this near real-time feedback to
the operator may help the operator improve their skills
and/or improve image quality for subsequently captured
images. For example, in some embodiments, the operator
may, in response to viewing a low quality assessment value
on the display 15, adjust positioning of the transducer and/or
adjust image capture parameters, such as, for example,
depth, focus, gain, frequency, and/or another parameter
which may affect image quality in the system 10. The
operator may make such adjustments until a high quality
assessment value is provided on the display 15, for example,
at which point the operator may be confident that the
echocardiographic images captured are suitable for subse-
quent quantified clinical measurement of anatomical fea-
tures and/or to assist in diagnosing a medical condition or a
characteristic of the heart.

In various embodiments, the operator may wish to capture
echocardiographic images for various views or anatomical
planes since multiple views may be required in order to
perform certain quantified clinical measurement of anatomi-
cal features and/or to assist in diagnosing a medical condi-
tion or a characteristic of the heart. In some embodiments,
the views required for certain measurements or diagnoses
may be chosen from standard 2D echocardiographic views.
For example, the operator may wish to capture echocardio-
graphic images of multiple standard 2D echocardiographic
views to facilitate image analysis to determine ejection
fraction for the patient’s heart. For example, in some
embodiments, a 2D Method of Simpson may be used to
determine ejection fraction, which requires images from
AP2 (apical 2-chamber view) and AP4 (apical 4-chamber
view).

In various embodiments, some of the desirable character-
istics for each of the different views may differ and so it may
be desirable to determine quality assessment values for the
echocardiographic images in different ways, depending on
what view the echocardiographic images are meant to rep-
resent. Accordingly, the analyzer 12 may be configured to

—
o

—
w

35

40

45

6

associate each set of echocardiographic images with a view
category of a plurality of predetermined echocardiographic
image view categories and to select and apply a function to
the set of images to determine the quality assessment value
wherein the function selected depends on the view category
associated with the set of images. In some embodiments, the
analyzer 12 may be configured to automatically determine
the view category to associate with the set of images by
analyzing the set of images. In some embodiments, the
analyzer 12 may be configured to receive operator input (via
the user interface system 14, for example), which sets the
view category with which to associate the image.

Applying the function to a set of images may involve
inputting the set of images into a view category specific
image assessment neural network which is configured to
output a view category specific quality assessment value.
The quality assessment value may represent an assessment
of suitability of the associated set of echocardiographic
images for quantified clinical measurement of anatomical
features.

Image Analyzer—Processor Circuit

Referring now to FIG. 2, a schematic view of the analyzer
12 of the system 10 shown in FIG. 1 according to an
embodiment is shown. As discussed above, in various
embodiments, the analyzer 12 may be included in an ultra-
sound machine, for example.

Referring to FIG. 2, the analyzer 12 includes a processor
circuit including an analyzer processor 100 and a program
memory 102, a storage memory 104, and an input/output
(I/0) interface 112, all of which are in communication with
the analyzer processor 100. In various embodiments, the
analyzer processor 100 may include one or more processing
units, such as for example, a central processing unit (CPU),
a graphical processing unit (GPU), and/or a field program-
mable gate arrays (FPGA). In some embodiments, any or all
of the functionality of the analyzer 12 described herein may
be implemented using one or more FPGAs.

The 1/O interface 112 includes an interface 120 for
communicating with the transducer 16 and an interface 122
for communicating with the user interface system 14 shown
in FIG. 1. In some embodiments, the I/O interface 112 may
also include an interface 124 for facilitating networked
communication through the network 126. In some embodi-
ments, any or all of the interfaces 120, 122, or 124 may
facilitate a wireless or wired communication.

In some embodiments, the I/O interface 112 may include
a network interface device or card with an input/output for
connecting to the network 126, through which communica-
tions may be conducted with devices connected to the
network 126, such as the neural network trainer (as shown
at 502 in FIG. 14), for example.

In some embodiments, each of the interfaces shown in
FIG. 2 may include one or more interfaces and/or some or
all of the interfaces included in the I/O interface 112 may be
implemented as combined interfaces or a single interface.

In some embodiments, where a device is described herein
as receiving or sending information, it may be understood
that the device receives signals representing the information
via an interface of the device or produces signals represent-
ing the information and transmits the signals to the other
device via an interface of the device.

Processor-executable program codes for directing the
analyzer processor 100 to carry out various functions are
stored in the program memory 102. Referring to FIG. 2, the
program memory 102 includes a block of codes 160 for
directing the analyzer 12 to perform image capture functions
and analysis functions and a block of codes 162 for directing
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the analyzer processor 100 to perform image reconstruction
functions. In this specification, it may be stated that certain
encoded entities such as applications or modules perform
certain functions. Herein, when an application, module or
encoded entity is described as taking an action, as part of, for
example, a function or a method, it will be understood that
at least one processor (e.g. the analyzer processor 100) is
directed to take the action by way of programmable codes or
processor-executable codes or instructions defining or form-
ing part of the application.

The storage memory 104 includes a plurality of storage
locations including location 140 for storing image data,
location 142 for storing view category data, location 144 for
storing view category neural network parameter data, loca-
tion 146 for storing image assessment neural network
parameter data, and location 148 for storing determined
quality assessment value data. In various embodiments, the
plurality of storage locations may be stored in a database in
the storage memory 104.

In various embodiments, the blocks of codes 160 and 162
may be integrated into a single block of codes and/or each
of the blocks of code 160 and 162 may include one or more
blocks of code stored in one or more separate locations in
program memory 102. In various embodiments, any or all of
the locations 140, 142, 144, and 146 may be integrated
and/or each may include one or more separate locations in
the storage memory 104.

Each of the program memory 102 and storage memory
104 may be implemented as one or more storage devices
including random access memory (RAM), a hard disk drive
(HDD), a solid-state drive (SSD), a network drive, flash
memory, a memory stick or card, any other form of non-
transitory computer-readable memory or storage medium,
and/or a combination thereof. In some embodiments, the
program memory 102, the storage memory 104, and/or any
portion thereof may be included in a device separate from
the analyzer 12 and in communication with the analyzer 12
via the I/O interface 112, for example.

In various embodiments, other device components
described herein, such as memory, program memory, blocks
of code, storage memory, locations in memory, and/or I/O
interfaces, may be implemented generally similarly to as
described above for the analyzer 12.

Image Analysis

Referring now to FIG. 3, a flowchart depicting blocks of
code for directing the analyzer processor 100 shown in FIG.
2 to perform image analysis functions in accordance with
one embodiment is shown generally at 200. The blocks of
code included in the flowchart 200 may be encoded in the
block of codes 160 of the program memory 102 shown in
FIG. 2 for example.

Referring to FIG. 3, the flowchart 200 begins with block
202 which directs the analyzer processor 100 shown in FIG.
2 to receive signals representing at least one echocardio-
graphic image. In various embodiments, block 202 may
direct the analyzer processor 100 to obtain image data via
the transducer 16. For example, block 202 may direct the
analyzer processor 100 to execute blocks included in the
block of codes 162 of the program memory 102, to cause the
analyzer processor 100 to receive signals representing at
least one echocardiographic image from the transducer 16
shown in FIG. 1 via the interface 120 of the I/O interface.
The blocks in the block of codes 162 of the program memory
102 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to interpret raw
ultrasound echo waveforms received from the transducer 16
into fully formed images. The block of codes 162 may direct
the analyzer processor 100 to use an image reconstruction
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algorithm to filter the waveforms, amplify the waveforms,
time delay and sum the waveforms, demodulate the summed
waveforms, and/or compress amplitudes of the summed
waveforms. The block of codes 162 may direct the analyzer
processor 100 to finally perform a scan-conversion of the
waveforms to derive an image in Cartesian coordinates with
pixels of known size in millimeters.

Block 202 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to store
a representation of the received at least one echocardio-
graphic image in the location 140 of the storage memory
104.

In some embodiments, the analyzer 12 may be configured
to receive and analyze respective sequences of echocardio-
graphic images (echo cines). Accordingly, block 202 may
direct the analyzer processor 100 to receive a sequence of
images. Block 202 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to
store a set of image files representing the sequence of images
in the location 140 of the storage memory 104. An exem-
plary image file which may be included in the set of image
files received at block 202 is shown at 240 in FIG. 4.

Referring to FIG. 4, the image file 240 includes an image
identifier field 242 for storing a unique identifier for iden-
tifying the image data stored in the image file 240, an image
group identifier field 243 for storing an identifier common to
a set of image files which are to be analyzed together (e.g.
frames of an echo cine), and an image data field 244 for
storing information representing an image. In some embodi-
ments, for example, the image file 240 may store a PNG file
type representation of the echocardiographic image.

In some embodiments, block 202 may direct the analyzer
processor 100 to receive and store a plurality of image files
generally similar to the image file 240 shown in FIG. 4 in the
location 140 of storage memory 104 for analysis together
during execution of block 206 of the flowchart 200 shown in
FIG. 3. For example, in some embodiments, the analyzer 12
may be configured to analyze a sequence of 20 images
during execution of block 206 of the flowchart 200 and so
block 202 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to store the
received images as groups of 20 image files, each generally
similar in format to the image file 240 shown in FIG. 4 and
sharing a common value in their image group identifier
fields.

Referring back to FIG. 4, block 204 then directs the
analyzer processor 100 to associate the at least one echocar-
diographic image received at block 202 with a view category
of a plurality of predetermined echocardiographic image
view categories. In some embodiments, block 204 may
direct the analyzer processor 100 to associate the at least one
echocardiographic image with the view category by storing
in the location 142 of the storage memory 104 a view
category record that associates the view category with the
received at least one echocardiographic image.

In various embodiments, associating the at least one
echocardiographic image with a particular view category
may assist with subsequent quality assessment of the
echocardiographic images which may be performed at block
206 of the flowchart 200 shown in FIG. 3. In some embodi-
ments, the view category that is associated with the at least
one echocardiographic image may be associated with a
function which can be applied to the at least one echocar-
diographic image to assess the quality of the at least one
echocardiographic image. For example, in some embodi-
ments, different analyses may be applied to a set of echocar-
diographic images, depending on which view category set of
echocardiographic images falls within.

In some embodiments, the view categories with which the
echocardiographic images may be associated may be chosen
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from a plurality of standard view categories. For example,
the standard view categories may include the following 2D
echocardiographic imaging plane views: AP2 (apical
2-chamber view), AP3 (apical 3-chamber view), AP4 (apical
4-chamber view), PSAX, (parasternal short axis at aortic
valve level view) and PSAX,,, (parasternal short axis at
papillary muscle level view). In various embodiments, the
standard view categories may include further or alternative
view categories, such as, for example, any or all of the
following 2D echocardiographic imaging plane view cat-
egories: parasternal long axis (PLAX), apical 5 chamber
(APS), subcostal view, aortic arch, or right parasternal. In
various embodiments, with any of these views, an operator
may switch the system 10 to Doppler and obtain 2D Color
Doppler or Power Doppler, Continuous Wave Doppler and
Duplex Doppler. In various embodiments, each view cat-
egory may be associated with a different function for assess-
ing quality of images.

In some embodiments, the block 204 may direct the
analyzer processor 100 to determine which of the plurality
of predetermined view categories the at least one echocar-
diographic image falls within before associating the image
with the view category.

For example, in some embodiments, this determination
may be made automatically, such as by applying a function
to the received at least one echocardiographic image. Refer-
ring to FIG. 5, there is shown at 260 a flowchart representing
blocks of codes which may be included in the block 204 of
the flowchart 200 shown in FIG. 3, in accordance with
various embodiments. The blocks of codes included in the
flowchart 260 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to
apply one or more view categorization functions to the at
least one echocardiographic image received at block 202 to
determine which of a plurality of predetermined view cat-
egories the at least one echocardiographic image falls
within.

Referring to FIG. 5, the flowchart 260 begins with block
262 which directs the analyzer processor 100 to receive
signals representing parameters defining an image view
category determining neural network. The image view cat-
egory determining neural network may be configured to take
the at least one echocardiographic images received at block
202 as an input and to output an indication of what image
view category should be associated with the input at least
one echocardiographic image.

Block 262 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to
receive parameters defining the image view category deter-
mining neural network from the location 144 of the storage
memory shown in FIG. 2, for example. The parameters
defining the view category determining neural network may
have been previously determined during training of the
neural network and stored in the location 144 of the storage
memory 104.

In some embodiments, a neural network trainer (for
example, as shown at 502 in FIG. 14) may have previously
determined architecture and weight and bias values for the
view category determining neural network. Blocks of code
included in the block of codes 160 of the program memory
102 may have previously directed the analyzer processor
100 to receive signals representing the architecture and
weight and bias values via the interface 124 of the I/O
interface 112 and to store a view category neural network
record representing the architecture and the weight and the
bias values in the location 144 of the storage memory 104.

In some embodiments, the view category neural network
record stored in the location 144 of the storage memory may
represent a neural network having convolutional layers,
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max-pooling layers, one or more fully connected layers, one
or more Long Short Term Memory (LSTM) layers, and a
softmax layer acting as an output layer and having outputs
which represent a likelihood that an input set of echocar-
diographic images falls within a particular view category. In
some embodiments, the softmax outputs may indicate
whether a set of echocardiographic images falls within one
of the following standard 2D echocardiographic views, for
example: AP2, AP3, AP4, PSAX,, or PSAX,,, An exem-
plary view category determining neural network that may be
represented by the view category neural network record
stored in the location 144 of the storage memory, in accor-
dance with some embodiments, is shown at 900 in FIG. 6.
The view category determining neural network takes as
input, a sequence of 20 echocardiographic images, and
outputs respective indicators that represent respective like-
lihoods that an input sequence of 20 echocardiographic
images fall within a particular view category.

Referring back to FIG. 5, block 264 of the flowchart 260
then directs the analyzer processor 100 to apply the view
category determining neural network defined by the param-
eters received at block 262 to the at least one echocardio-
graphic image received at block 202 of the flowchart 200
shown in FIG. 3. Block 264 may direct the analyzer pro-
cessor 100 to use the image data fields 244 of the 20 image
files stored in the location 140 of the storage memory 104 at
block 202 as input data for the view category determining
neural network defined by the view category neural network
record taken from the location 144 of the storage memory
104.

In some embodiments, the output of the neural network
may be a softmax output which provides respective indicator
values representing whether the set of images received at
block 202 are AP2, AP3, AP4, PSAXA, and PSAXPM. In
one embodiment, these indicator values may be 0.11, 0.05,
0.7,0.11, 0.03, respectively, for example. In various embodi-
ments, although the indicator values sum to 1.00, these
values may not represent true probabilities that the at least
one image received is of a particular view, as there may be
a possibility that the at least one image is none of the views.

In some embodiments, block 264 of the flowchart 260
shown in FIG. 5 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to use
a GPU included in the analyzer processor 100 to perform the
neural network calculations. In some embodiments, use of
the GPU instead of a general CPU may reduce the execution
time for block 264.

Referring to FIG. 5, block 266 of the flowchart 260 then
directs the analyzer processor 100 to associate the at least
one echocardiographic image received at block 202 of the
flowchart 200 shown in FIG. 3 with a view category based
on the output of the neural network. In some embodiments,
block 266 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to associate
the at least one echocardiographic image with a view
category that corresponds to the highest softmax output
determined at block 264 of the flowchart 260 shown in FIG.
5. For example, with a softmax output which provides
respective indicators for AP2, AP3, AP4, PSAX,, and
PSAX,,,0f0.11, 0.05,0.7,0.11, 0.03, block 266 may direct
the analyzer processor 100 to determine which output is the
largest (i.e., the AP4 view category output) and to associate
the images with that output.

Block 266 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to
associate the at least one echocardiographic image received
at block 202 of the flowchart 200 shown in FIG. 3 with the
AP4 view category by generating a view category record
300 as shown in FIG. 7 and storing the view category record
300 in the location 142 of the storage memory 104. Refer-
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ring to FIG. 7, the view category record 300 includes a view
category identifier field 302 for storing an identifier for
identifying the view category to be associated with the
echocardiographic images and an image group identifier
field 304 for storing an identifier for identifying the images
with which the view category is to be associated.

In some embodiments, block 204 of the flowchart 200
shown in FIG. 3 may not include the blocks depicted in the
flowchart 260, but rather an operator of the system 10 shown
in FIG. 1 may input a view category by which the operator
wishes to have the received echocardiographic images
assessed. For example, in some embodiments, the operator
may input a desired view category using an input device
such as a keyboard and/or pointer or mouse of the user
interface system 14. In such embodiments, block 204 may
direct the analyzer processor 100 to receive operator input
representing the view category via the interface 122 of the
1/0 interface 112 shown in FIG. 2. Block 204 may direct the
analyzer processor 100 to, in response to receiving the input,
generate and store a view category record in the location 142
of the storage memory 104 associating the received at least
one echocardiographic image with the view category that the
operator provided as input.

Referring back to FIG. 3, after block 204 has been
executed, the at least one echocardiographic image received
at block 202 may now be associated with a view category.

The flowchart 200 continues at block 206, which directs
the analyzer processor 100 to determine, based on the at
least one echocardiographic image received at block 202 and
the view category associated with the echocardiographic
image, a quality assessment value representing a view
category specific quality assessment of the at least one
echocardiographic image.

In some embodiments, each of the view categories may be
associated with a function which can be applied by the
analyzer to the received at least one echocardiographic
image to generate the quality assessment value. In some
embodiments, block 206 may direct the analyzer processor
100 to select a function to apply to the at least one echocar-
diographic image based on the view category associated
with the received at least one echocardiographic image.

In various embodiments, applying the function may
involve applying a neural network to the at least one
echocardiographic image. A neural network is a non-linear
model and so, in some embodiments, by using a neural
network to analyze the echocardiographic images, the ana-
lyzer 12 may facilitate better functioning, for example, when
there is variability in the echocardiographic image data than
may be possible when analysis of the echocardiographic
image relies on an average template or atlas with average
shape.

Referring to FIG. 2, in various embodiments, a plurality
of sets of parameters, each set defining a neural network,
may be stored in the location 146 of the storage memory 104
shown in FIG. 2 and each of the sets of parameters may be
associated with a view category to indicate that the set of
parameters defines a neural network that is to be applied to
echocardiographic images which are associated with that
view category.

In some embodiments, the parameters may define neural
network architectures and may include weight and bias
values for the neural networks. A neural network trainer (for
example, as shown at 502 in FIG. 14) may have previously
determined the neural network architecture and/or the
weight and bias values for each of the neural networks and
provided these values to the analyzer 12. Blocks of code
included in the block of codes 160 of the program memory
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102 may have previously directed the analyzer processor
100 to receive signals representing the neural network
architecture and the weight and bias values via the interface
124 of the I/O interface 112, for example, and to store this
information in image assessment neural network records in
the location 146 of the storage memory 104.

For example, in some embodiments, the image assess-
ment neural network records stored in the location 146 of the
storage memory 104 may represent the neural network
shown at 360 in FIG. 8. Referring to FIG. 8, the neural
network 360 includes 5 image quality assessment neural
networks, each including the same shared layers 362 but
including a different set of view category specific layers 370,
372, 374, 376, and 378. In various embodiments, the shared
layers 362 and the view category specific layers 370, 372,
374, 376, and 378 may each be considered neural networks
and it will be understood that a neural network may include
more than one neural network within. Each of the 5 image
quality assessment neural networks takes as an input a
sequence of 20 echocardiographic images 380 and outputs a
view category specific quality assessment value.

The neural network 360 shown in FIG. 8 is a deep neural
network and a regression model, consisting of convolutional
(cony), pooling (pool), and Long Short Term Memory
(LSTM) layers, and in various embodiments, may be simul-
taneously trained to estimate the quality of a sequence of 20
echocardiographic images for any of five standard 2D
echocardiographic views, AP2, AP3, AP4, PSAX,, and
PSAX,,, by generating respective view category specific
quality assessment values.

The neural network architecture, depicted in FIG. 8,
represents a multi-stream network, i.e., five regression mod-
els that share weights across the first few common shared
layers 362. Each stream of the network has its own view-
specific layer 370, 372, 374, 376, and 378 and has been
trained based on the mean absolute error loss function, via
a stochastic gradient-based optimization algorithm, to mini-
mize the absolute difference between normalized quality
assessment values assigned by a trained echocardiographer
to training images, as discussed further below, and the
generated quality assessment values.

In the embodiment shown, all cony layers have kernels
with the size of 3x3, which may, for example, follow the
VGG architecture discussed in Simonyan, K., Zisserman,
A.: Very Deep Convolutional Networks for Large-Scale
Image Recognition. International Conference on Learning
Representations (ICRL) pp. 1-14 (2015), with the number of
kernels doubling for deeper cony layers, i.e., from 8 to 32
kernels. In some embodiments, the cony layers may extract
hierarchical features in the image, with the first three shared
layers 362 modeling high level spatial correlations, and the
next two cony layers of the view category specific layers 364
focusing on view-specific quality features. In some embodi-
ments, activation functions of the cony layers may be
Rectified Linear Units (ReL.Us).

Referring still to FIG. 8, in various embodiments, the pool
layers of the neural network 360 may be 2x2 max-pooling
with a stride of 2 to facilitate selection of superior invariant
features and divide the input feature-map size in half in both
dimensions to reduce feature variance and train more gen-
eralized models. The cony and pool layers are applied to
each image of an input echo cine, independently.

The output feature map of the last pool layer is flattened
and sent to an LSTM unit, a type of Recurrent Neural
Networks (RNN) that uses a gated technique to selectively
add or remove information from the cell state. Each set of
view category specific layers 370, 372, 374, 376, and 378 in
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the neural network 360 shown in FIG. 8 uses a single LSTM
cell to analyze 20 feature-sets corresponding to the 20
consecutive input images. The LSTM layer uses hard sig-
moid functions for inner and output activations.

In some embodiments, the image assessment neural net-
work records stored in the location 146 of the storage
memory 104 which represent the neural network 360 may
include a common neural network record representing the
shared layers 362 and a plurality of different view category
specific neural network records representing the sets of view
category specific layers 370, 372, 374, 376, and 378.

A representation of a portion of an exemplary common
neural network record for storing a set of parameters defin-
ing the shared layers 362 of the neural network 360 shown
in FIG. 8, is shown at 320 in FIG. 9. Referring to FIG. 9, the
common neural network record 320 includes first, second,
third, fourth, fifth and sixth sets of fields 324, 326, 328, 330,
332, and 334 defining the parameters for the six layers of the
shared layers 362 of the neural network 360 shown in FIG.
8. For ease of reference, not all kernel fields of the common
neural network record 320 are shown in FIG. 9 and the
content of the kernels is shown as [ . . . ], though it will be
understood that there are 8 kernels in layer 1, 16 kernels in
layer 3 and 32 kernels in layer 5 and that each kernel field
stores a 3x3 matrix of values.

A representation of a portion of an exemplary view
category specific neural network record for storing a set of
parameters defining the set of view category specific layers
374 of the neural network 360 shown in FIG. 8, is shown at
340 in FIG. 10. Referring to FIG. 10, the view category
specific neural network record 340 includes a view category
identifier field 342 for storing a view category identifier
identifying which view category the record is associated
with and seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth sets of fields 344,
346, 348, and 350 for storing parameters defining the set of
view category specific layers 374 of the neural network 360
shown in FIG. 8. For ease of reference, not all kernel fields
are shown in FIG. 10 and the content of the kernels and
LSTM parameters are shown as [ . . . ], though it will be
understood that there are 32 kernels in layer 7 and 32 kernels
in layer 9 and that each kernel field stores a 3x3 matrix of
values and the LSTM parameter fields store values defining
the parameters of the LSTM.

Additional neural network records representing the sets of
shared layers 370, 372, 376 and 378 having generally the
same format as the view category specific neural network
record 340 shown in FIG. 10 may also be stored in the
location 146 of the storage memory 104. Thus, each of the
image view categories AP2, AP3, AP4, PSAX,, and
PSAX,,, may be associated with a view category specific
neural network record stored in the location 146 of the
storage memory 104.

In various embodiments, splitting the neural network 360
into a common portion and view category specific portions
may facilitate more efficient training of the neural networks.
In some embodiments, splitting the neural network 360 into
a common portion and view category specific portions may
result in requiring fewer learning parameters than would be
required if using fully separate neural networks, which may
help facilitate easier transferring of a neural network to a
new machine, and/or may reduce memory usage.

Referring now to FIG. 11, there is shown at 400 a
flowchart representing blocks of codes which may be
included in the block 206 of the flowchart 200 shown in FIG.
3, in accordance with various embodiments. The blocks
included in the flowchart 400 may direct the analyzer
processor 100 to determine which of the sets of quality
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assessment parameters is associated with the same view
category as the at least one echocardiographic image
received at block 202 and to apply a function based on that
set of quality assessment parameters.

The flowchart 400 begins with block 402 which directs
the analyzer processor 100 to determine that a set of assess-
ment parameters of the sets of assessment parameters stored
in the location 146 is associated with the same view category
that is associated with the at least one echocardiographic
image received at block 202.

For example, in some embodiments, block 402 may direct
the analyzer processor 100 to read “AP4” from the view
category identifier field 302 of the view category record 300
associated with the echocardiographic image files received
at block 202. Block 402 may direct the analyzer processor
100 to read the view category specific neural network
records from the location 146 of the storage memory to find
a view category specific neural network record that includes
the same view category identifier of “AP4” and is therefore
associated with the same view category. Accordingly, block
402 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to determine that
the view category specific neural network record 340
includes the view category identifier of “AP4” and is there-
fore associated with the same view category that is associ-
ated with the at least one echocardiographic image received
at block 202.

Block 404 then directs the analyzer processor 100 to, in
response to determining that the set of assessment param-
eters is associated with the same view category, apply a
function based on the set of assessment parameters to the at
least one echocardiographic image received at block 202. In
some embodiments, block 404 may direct the analyzer
processor 100 to apply the neural network defined by the
parameters included in the common neural network record
320 and the view category specific neural network record
340 to the image data in the image files received at block
202.

Block 404 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to read
the image files received at block 202 from the location 140
of the storage memory 104 and to read the common neural
network record 320 and the view category specific neural
network record 340 from the location 146 of the storage
memory, and to input the image data from the image files
into a neural network that includes the shared layers 362 and
the view category specific layers 374 shown in FIG. 8, which
are defined by the common neural network record 320 and
the view category specific neural network record 340, to
generate or determine a view category specific quality
assessment value as an output of the neural network.

In some embodiments, the quality assessment value may
represent a suitability for a quantified clinical measurement.
In some embodiments, the quality assessment value may
represent an estimate of an expected score which would be
provided by an expert to the input at least one echocardio-
graphic image. The estimate may be based on the training of
the neural network wherein an expert provided quality
assessment values for various echocardiographic images.

In some embodiments, the quality assessment value may
be a score with criteria and/or a range that varies depending
on the view category with which the neural network is
associated. In some embodiments, the expert which pro-
vided the quality assessment values with which the neural
network was trained may have determined the quality
assessment values as an aggregation of scores derived using
semi-quantitative evaluation of component structures and
parameter optimization features such as centering, depth,
gain, axis, focus, frequency or another parameter optimiza-
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tion feature or image capture parameter. Accordingly, in
various embodiments, the quality assessment value may
represent an estimate of an expected aggregation of scores
derived using semi-quantitative evaluation of component
structures and parameter optimization features such as cen-
tering, depth, gain, axis, focus, frequency or another param-
eter optimization feature or image capture parameter.

For example, in some embodiments, an expert may have,
for each at least one echocardiographic image that they
assessed, determined for each component in the at least one
echocardiographic image, a component quality score of up
to 2 points based on the following observations: 0 points) the
structure was not imaged or was inadequate for assessment;
1 point) the structure was adequately viewed; 2 points) the
view was optimized for the structure. In some embodiments,
the component score may act as a clinical plane assessment
value representing an expert opinion whether the associated
echocardiographic training image was taken in an anatomi-
cal plane suitable for a quantified clinical measurement of
anatomical features. The expert may have, for each at least
one echocardiographic image that they assessed, determined
parameter optimization scores as follows: appropriate cen-
tering (1 point), correct depth setting (0.5 points), proper
gain (0.5 points), correct axis (1 point), and correct depth of
focus (0.5 points). In various embodiments, the quality
assessment value may represent a sum of the above-noted
scores.

As discussed above, in some embodiments, images for the
different view categories may include a different set of
components and quality assessment values may be deter-
mined using different criteria. For example, for the AP2 view
category, the left ventricle (LV), left atrium (LA), and mitral
valve (MV) may each be assigned a component quality
score, which may be summed with scores for centering,
depth, and gain to determine the quality assessment value.
For the AP3 view category, the aortic valve (AV), MV, LA,
LV, and septum may each be assigned a component quality
score, which may be summed with scores for centering,
depth, and gain to determine the quality assessment value.
For the AP4 view category, the LV, right ventricle (RV), LA,
right atrium (RA), MV, and TV may each be assigned a
component quality score, which may be summed with scores
for centering, depth, and gain to determine the quality
assessment value. For the PSAX , view category, the AV and
leaflets may each be assigned a component quality score,
which may be summed with scores for centering, depth, and
gain to determine the quality assessment value. For the
PLAX,,, the papillary muscles may be assigned a compo-
nent quality score, which may be summed with scores for
centering, depth, gain, and axis to determine the quality
assessment value.

In some embodiments, the quality assessment values for
all views may be normalized to the same scale, which may
be, for example, between 0 and 1 or between 0 and 5.

Referring back to FIG. 11, in some embodiments, block
404 of the flowchart 400 may direct the analyzer processor
100 to apply the neural network such that the quality
assessment value and associated at least one echocardio-
graphic image may be viewed in real-time or near-real time
for the operator. For example, in some embodiments, block
404 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to apply the
neural network and determine a quality assessment value in
less than about 3 seconds. In some embodiments, block 404
may direct the analyzer processor 100 to apply the neural
network and determine a quality assessment value in less
than about 1 second. In some embodiments, block 404 may
direct the analyzer processor 100 to apply the neural net-
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work and determine a quality assessment value in less than
about 0.33 ms. In some embodiments, for an input echo cine
of 20 images of 200x200 pixels, a quality assessment value
may be determined in about 10 ms, which may be suitable
for real-time or near real-time deployment. In some embodi-
ments, block 404 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to
use a GPU included in the analyzer processor 100 to apply
the neural network. In some embodiments, use of the GPU
instead of just a general CPU may reduce the time it takes
to execute the block 404 and may thus facilitate real-time or
near-real time image analysis.

Referring back to FIG. 3, the flowchart 200 continues at
block 208 which directs the analyzer processor 100 to
produce signals representing the quality assessment value
determined at block 206, for causing the quality assessment
value to be associated with the at least one echocardio-
graphic image received at block 202.

In some embodiments, block 208 may direct the analyzer
processor 100 to produce signals for causing the quality
assessment value to be stored in the location 148 of the
storage memory 104. For example, in some embodiments,
block 208 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to store a
quality assessment record 420 as shown in FIG. 12 in the
location 148 of the storage memory 104, wherein the quality
assessment record 420 includes an image group identifier
field 422 for storing the group identifier which identifies the
group of images for which the quality assessment was made
and a quality assessment value field 424 for storing the
quality assessment that was generated at block 404 of the
flowchart 400.

In some embodiments, block 208 may direct the analyzer
processor 100 to produce signals for causing a representa-
tion of the quality assessment value to be transmitted to the
display 15 of the user interface system 14 for causing the
display to display the quality assessment value in association
with the received at least one echocardiographic image. In
some embodiments, this may assist one or more operators of
the system 10 in capturing subsequent echocardiographic
images. For example, in some embodiments, block 208 may
direct the analyzer processor 100 to communicate with the
user interface system 14 of the system 10 shown in FIG. 1
via the interface 122 of the I/O interface 112 shown in FIG.
2 to cause a display 440 as shown in FIG. 13 to be presented
on the display 15 of the user interface system 14.

Referring to FIG. 13, the display 440 includes a repre-
sentation 442 of the quality assessment value determined at
block 206 shown in association with a representation 444 of
the at least one echocardiographic image received at block
202.

In some embodiments, block 208 may direct the analyzer
processor 100 to transmit the quality assessment value and
associated at least one echocardiographic image to another
device for storage and/or further analysis. For example, in
various embodiments, block 208 may direct the analyzer
processor 100 to transmit a representation of the image files
stored at block 202 and the quality assessment record
generated at block 208 to an archive device in a picture
archiving and communication system (PACS) via the inter-
face 124 and the network 126, for example.

In various embodiments, once block 208 has been
executed, the analyzer processor 100 may be directed to
return to block 202 to receive further echocardiographic
images. In some embodiments, the flowchart 200 may be
executed continuously such that the display 440 shown in
FIG. 13 is updated with near real-time updates of images or
image sequences and associated quality assessment values.
In some embodiments, an operator may adjust image capture
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parameters of the system 10 and/or adjust positioning of the
transducer until the operator sees a desired quality assess-
ment value.

In some embodiments, the operator may make adjust-
ments until a quality assessment value of greater than a
predetermined threshold value is achieved. In some embodi-
ments, for example, where the quality assessment value has
been normalized to a possible range of 0-5 the threshold
value may be about 3.0.

In some embodiments, there may be a maximum achiev-
able quality assessment value for a given patient and the
maximum achievable quality assessment value may be
dependent on the patient, given their anatomy and/or echo-
genicity, for example. For example, in some embodiments
where the quality assessment value has been normalized to
a possible range of 0-5, for many patients, the maximum
achievable quality assessment value for a given view cat-
egory may be about 3.0. In some embodiments, the operator
may make various adjustments until a near maximum
achievable quality assessment value on a given patient has
been achieved.

In some embodiments, after capturing images associated
with a desired quality assessment value for a first view
category, the operator of the system 10 may wish to capture
images for a different view category and so reposition the
transducer and/or reconfigure the system 10. For example, in
some embodiments, the operator may, after capturing
images of the AP4 view category, wish to capture images of
one or more of the AP2, AP3, PSAX,, and PSAX,,, view
categories to facilitate quantified clinical measurement of
anatomical features and/or to assist in diagnosing a medical
condition or a characteristic of the heart. For example, in
some embodiments, the operator may, after capturing at least
one image of the AP4 view category, wish to capture at least
one image of the AP2 view category to facilitate quantified
clinical measurement of anatomical features for determining
an ejection fraction.

Accordingly, the operator may reposition the transducer
16 shown in FIG. 1 and/or adjust image receiving param-
eters to cause the flowchart 200 to be executed one or more
further times, but with echocardiographic images which are
of different view categories and are to be analyzed using
different parameters. In various embodiments, the analyzer
12 being configured as described above to switch between
analyses of varying view categories may facilitate ease of
use and/or efficient capture of subsequent high quality
images of different view categories.

Neural Network Trainer

As discussed above, in various embodiments, a neural
network trainer may first train neural networks to determine
the architecture and/or parameters to be used by the neural
networks at block 204 and/or block 206 of the flowchart 200
shown in FIG. 3. Referring to FIG. 14, there is shown a
system 500 for facilitating training of neural networks. The
system includes a neural network trainer 502 in communi-
cation with a training image source 504 and a user interface
system 506. In some embodiments, the neural network
trainer 502 may also be in communication with the analyzer
12 via the network 126.

The training image source 504 stores echocardiographic
images and associated view category information which
indicates what view category each of the images falls within.
For example, in some embodiments, the training image
source 504 may include a server computer for storing and
archiving medical electronic images, such as, for example,
an archive device from a picture archiving and communi-
cation system (PACS).
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The neural network trainer 502 may be configured to
retrieve and/or receive the echocardiographic images, which
may act as echocardiographic training images, from the
training image source 504. In some embodiments, the neural
network trainer 502 may, after receiving the training images,
produce signals representing the echocardiographic training
images and associated view categories to cause the user
interface system 506 to present the echocardiographic
images and the view categories to one or more experts, such
as, echocardiographers or physicians trained in echocardiog-
raphy.

The experts may then provide respective quality assess-
ment values for each of the echocardiographic images. For
example, in some embodiments, the neural network trainer
may be configured to produce signals for causing the user
interface system 506 to present the experts with a set of
echocardiographic training images and an indication of what
view category the set of echocardiographic training images
is to be assessed as. An echocardiographer may assess the set
of echocardiographic training images and provide a quality
assessment value representing a suitability of the set of
images for a quantified clinical measurement. The neural
network trainer 502 may store the quality assessment value
in memory in association with the assessed set of echocar-
diographic training images.

After quality assessment values have been received and
associated with each set of echocardiographic training
images, the neural network trainer 502 may train neural
networks using the echocardiographic training images as
inputs and the associated expert quality assessment values as
desired outputs to determine sets of neural network param-
eters defining the neural networks, wherein at least a portion
of each of the neural networks is associated with one of the
image view categories.

In some embodiments, the neural network trainer 502
may also train a view category determining neural network
to determine sets of neural network parameters defining the
view category determining neural network. The view cat-
egory determining neural network may be generally as
described above with reference to block 262 of the flowchart
260 shown in FIG. 5, configured to receive one or more
echocardiographic images as an input, and having a softmax
layer as an output layer having outputs which represent
whether the input echocardiographic images fall within a
particular view category.

In some embodiments, the neural network trainer 502
may produce signals representing the parameters defining
the trained neural networks for causing the parameters to be
provided to a system or device configured to apply the neural
networks. For example, in some embodiments, the neural
network trainer 502 may transmit the neural network param-
eters to the analyzer 12 via the network 126 shown in FIG.
14. Alternatively, in some embodiments, the neural network
trainer 502 may produce signals for causing the sets of
neural network parameters to be stored in removable
memory which may be provided to the analyzer 12.

The analyzer 12 may use the sets of neural network
parameters to facilitate analysis of echocardiographic
images, generally as described above with reference to the
flowchart 200 shown in FIG. 3.

Neural Network Trainer—Processor Circuit

Referring now to FIG. 15, a schematic view of the neural
network trainer 502 of the system 500 shown in FIG. 14
according to an embodiment is shown. In various embodi-
ments, the neural network trainer 502 may be incorporated
in one or more computers, for example.
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Referring to FIG. 15, the neural network trainer 502
includes a processor circuit including a trainer processor 600
and a program memory 602, a storage memory 604, and an
I/O interface 612, all of which are in communication with
the trainer processor 600.

The I/O interface 612 includes an interface 620 for
communicating with the training image source 504 and an
interface 622 for communicating with the user interface
system 506 shown in FIG. 14. In some embodiments, the I/O
interface 612 also includes an interface 624 for facilitating
networked communication with the analyzer 12 through the
network 126.

Processor-executable program codes for directing the
trainer processor 600 to carry out various functions are
stored in the program memory 602. The program memory
602 includes a block of codes 660 for directing the neural
network trainer 502 to perform neural network training
functions.

The storage memory 604 includes a plurality of storage
locations including location 640 for storing training image
data, location 642 for storing expert assessment data, loca-
tion 644 for storing image assessment neural network
parameter data and location 646 for storing view category
neural network parameter data.

Training the Neural Networks

Referring now to FIG. 16, a flowchart depicting blocks of
code for directing the trainer processor 600 shown in FIG.
15 to perform image assessment neural network training
functions in accordance with one embodiment is shown
generally at 700. The blocks of code included in the flow-
chart 700 may be encoded in the block of codes 660 of the
program memory 602 shown in FIG. 15 for example.

Referring to FIG. 16, the flowchart 700 begins with block
702 which directs the trainer processor 600 shown in FIG.
15 to receive signals representing a plurality of echocardio-
graphic training images, each of the plurality of echocar-
diographic training images associated with one of a plurality
of predetermined echocardiographic image view categories.
In some embodiments, block 702 may direct the trainer
processor 600 to receive echocardiographic training images
from the training image source 504 shown in FIG. 14. For
example, in some embodiments, block 702 may direct the
trainer processor 600 to receive sets of associated image
files, which may represent respective sequences of images or
videos and include common image group identifiers, from
the training image source 504. Each set of image files may
make up an echo cine, which is associated with a view
category.

An exemplary training image file that may be received at
block 702 is shown at 740 in FIG. 17. The training image file
740 includes an image identifier field 742 for storing a
unique identifier for identifying an image included in the
file, an image group identifier field 744 for storing an
identifier common to a set of image files which include
images that are to be analyzed together, a view category
identifier field 746 for storing an identifier for identifying the
view category within which the image falls and by which the
image should be analyzed, and an image data field 748 for
storing information representing the image.

Block 702 may direct the trainer processor 600 to store the
training image files received at block 702 in the location 640
of the storage memory 604.

After block 702 of the flowchart 700 shown in FIG. 16 has
been executed, the location 640 of the storage memory 604
shown in FIG. 17 may store a large number of image files,
each having generally similar format to the training image
file 740 shown in FIG. 17. For example, in some embodi-
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ments, about 2,500 echo cines of about 40 images each
(about 500 echo cines of each view category) may be stored
in the location 640 of the storage memory 604 and therefore
about 100,000 training image files generally similar to the
training image file 740 shown in FIG. 17 may be stored in
the location 640 of the storage memory 104.

Referring back to FIG. 16, block 704 directs the trainer
processor 600 to receive signals representing expert quality
assessment values representing view category specific qual-
ity assessments of the echocardiographic training images,
each of the expert quality assessment values provided by an
expert echocardiographer and associated with one of the
received sets of echocardiographic training images.

In some embodiments, the neural network trainer 502
may cause the echocardiographic training images to be
presented to an expert and the expert may provide the expert
quality assessment values. For example, block 704 may
direct the trainer processor 600 to transmit the training
image files to the user interface system 506 via the interface
622 of the I/O interface 612 shown in FIG. 15 to cause a
display of the user interface system 506 to present one or
more experts with the echocardiographic images and an
indication of what view category the images are to be
assessed as.

In some embodiments, the echocardiographers may be
directed to provide a quality assessment value representing
a suitability of the images for a quantified clinical measure-
ment. For example, the echocardiographers may be directed
to provide a quality assessment value, which represents an
aggregation of scores derived using semi-quantitative evalu-
ation of component structures and parameter optimization
features such as centering, depth, gain, axis, focus, fre-
quency or another parameter optimization feature or image
capture parameter, generally as described above, with ref-
erence to flowchart 400 shown in FIG. 11.

Block 704 may direct the trainer processor 600 to receive
signals representing the expert quality assessment values
and to store representations of the received expert quality
assessment values in the location 642 of the storage memory
604. For example, in some embodiments, block 704 may
direct the trainer processor 600 to receive representations of
expert quality assessment records from the user interface
system 506 and to store the expert quality assessment
records in the location 642 of the storage memory. An
exemplary expert quality assessment record that may be
received at block 704 and stored in the location 642 of the
storage memory 604 is shown at 780 in FIG. 18.

Referring to FIG. 18, the expert quality assessment record
780 includes an image group identifier field 782 for storing
the group identifier which identifies the set of images for
which the expert quality assessment was made and an expert
quality assessment value field 784 for storing the view
category specific expert quality assessment value provided
by the expert.

Referring back to FIG. 16, the flowchart 700 continues at
block 706 which directs the trainer processor 600 shown in
FIG. 15 to train neural networks using the echocardio-
graphic training images and the associated expert quality
assessment values to determine sets of neural network
parameters defining the neural networks, at least a portion of
each of said neural networks associated with one of the
plurality of predetermined echocardiographic image view
categories.

In some embodiments, block 706 may direct the trainer
processor 600 to train the neural network 360 shown in FIG.
8 to determine values to be included in a common neural
network record and view category specific neural network
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records stored in the location 644 of the storage memory
104. In various embodiments, the common neural network
record stored in the location 644 may have a generally
similar format to that of the common neural network record
320 shown in FIG. 9 and each of the view category specific
neural network records stored in the location 644 of the
storage memory 604 may have a generally similar format to
that of the view category specific neural network record 340
shown in FIG. 10.

In some embodiments, the sequences of images received
at block 702 may include a different number of images than
can be analyzed by the neural network to be applied. For
example, in some embodiments, the neural network 360
shown in FIG. 8 may be configured to take as an input 20
images and the sequences of images received at block 702
may include more than 40 images each. Accordingly, in
some embodiments, before training the neural networks,
block 706 may direct the trainer processor 600 to split one
or more groups of echocardiographic images received at
block 702 into subsets.

For example, block 706 may direct the trainer processor
600 to split each sequence of images into one or more groups
of 20 image files each. In order to do this, block 706 may
direct the trainer processor 600 to change the value stored in
the image group identifier field for each file. Block 706 may
further direct the trainer processor 600 to generate and store
further expert quality assessment records as necessary such
that each of the new groups of images is associated with the
same quality assessment value as the original sequence of
images.

Due to the storage length of heart cycles and different
frame acquisition rates, number of images per cardiac cycle
may vary for different image sequences. Accordingly, in
some embodiments the neural network may be defined to
take as input a static sequence size of nearly half the average
heart cycle in the echocardiographic images received at
block 702 (for example, in some embodiments 20 images),
to capture the quality distribution of the echo imaging view
categories. In various embodiments, by choosing a static
sequence size of about half the average heart cycle, images
in each sequence may not be synced with the heart cycle and
this may, in some embodiments, help to ensure that the
estimated quality assessment value provided after training
for a given input sequence may be independent of the
starting phase of the cardiac data.

Block 706 may direct the trainer processor 600 to, for
each 20 image sequence of images having a common group
identifier value, select a set of layers of the neural network
360 shown in FIG. 8 to train, and to train those layers. For
example, for a 20 image sequence associated with the AP4
view category, block 706 may direct the trainer processor
600 to train the neural network including the shared layers
362 and the AP4 view category specific layers 374. Block
706 may direct the trainer processor 600 to use the 20
images as inputs and to use the expert quality assessment
value from an associated expert quality assessment record
stored in the location 642 of the storage memory 604 as the
desired output.

In some embodiments, block 706 may direct the trainer
processor 600 work towards optimizing network hyper-
parameters by cross-validation to try to ensure that the
network can sufficiently learn the distribution of all view
categories without overfitting to the training data. In some
embodiments, after finalizing the network architecture, the
network may be trained on all of the images stored in the
location 640 of the storage memory 604.
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In various embodiments, the shared layer 362 and the
view category specific layers 370, 372, 374, 376, and 378
may be trained simultaneously. In some embodiments, batch
training may be used and each batch may consist of eight
sequences (or groups of images) from each view, for
example, wherein each sequence is a set of 20 consecutive
gray-scale images of 200x200 pixels, with no preprocessing
applied to the images.

In some embodiments, the neural networks may be
trained using the adam optimizer with hyper-parameters as
suggested by Kingma, D. P, Ba, J. L.: Adam: a Method for
Stochastic Optimization, International Conference on
Learning Representations 2015 pp. 1-15 (2015). The weight
of the cony layers may be initialized randomly from a
zero-mean Gaussian distribution. To try to prevent the neural
network from overfitting on the training data, 1, norm
regularization may be added to the weights of the cony
kernels. In some embodiments, Keras deep learning library
with TensorFlow™ backend, may be used to train and test
the models.

In some embodiments, to prevent co-adaptation of fea-
tures and overfitting on the training data, a dropout layer
with the dropout probability of 0.5 may be used after the
third pooling layer.

After training has been completed, the sets of parameters
stored in the location 646 of the storage memory 104 may
represent a trained echocardiographic image quality assess-
ment neural network that includes shared layers and a
plurality of view category specific layers.

Referring back to FIG. 16, in some embodiments, the
flowchart 700 may include a further block 708 which directs
the trainer processor 600 to produce signals representing the
parameters defining the trained neural networks for causing
the parameters to be provided to a system or device config-
ured to apply the neural networks. In some embodiments, for
example, block 708 may direct the trainer processor 600 to
retrieve the neural network records from the location 644
and to produce signals representing the records for causing
the records to be provided to the analyzer 12.

For example, in some embodiments, block 708 may direct
the trainer processor 600 to retrieve the common neural
network record and the view category specific neural net-
work records stored in the location 644 and transmit signals
representing the records to the analyzer 12 via the interface
624 and the network 126. Alternatively, in some embodi-
ments, block 708 may direct the trainer processor 600 to
cause the records to be stored in removable memory which
may be provided to the analyzer 12.

The analyzer 12 may be configured as described above to
receive the neural network records and to perform image
assessment by applying the neural networks represented
thereby.

In some embodiments, the block of codes 660 of the
program memory 602 shown in FIG. 16 may include a block
that directs the trainer processor 600 to train a view category
determining neural network that is configured to take as an
input at least one echocardiographic image and to output an
indication of what view category should be associated with
the input at least one echocardiographic image. The block
may use the image data from the training image files stored
in the location 640 of the storage memory 104 as inputs and
indications of the associated view categories (as determined
by the view category identifiers included in the image files)
as desired outputs.

The neural network may include convolutional layers,
max-pooling layers, and fully connected layers, the fully
connected layers including a softmax layer as an output
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layer having outputs which represent respective determina-
tions that an input set of echocardiographic images fall
within a particular view category. In some embodiments, the
block may direct the trainer processor 600 to store param-
eters defining the trained neural network in a view category
determining neural network record in the location 648 of the
storage memory 604.

Embodiments Using Distributed Processing and/or
Separate Devices

In some embodiments, separation of the neural network
trainer 502, the training image source 504, and the analyzer
12 into different computers or systems may facilitate control
of and access to information. This may be particularly
desirable with the systems described herein where personal
and/or confidential information may be managed. Further, in
some embodiments, separation of the neural network train-
ing from the analysis, for example, may allow different or
faster computers to train the neural network.

In some embodiments, the functionality of aspects of the
system 10 and/or the system 500 may be further modular-
ized and/or distributed between different devices. For
example, in some embodiments, a system 800 as shown in
FIG. 19 may perform generally similar functions to the
system 10 shown in FIG. 1. The system 800 includes a user
interface system 802 generally similar to the user interface
system 14 shown in FIG. 1, and a transducer 804 generally
similar to the transducer 16 shown in FIG. 1. The system 800
also includes a scanner 806 and an image analyzer 808
which are in communication with one another via a network
810 and configured to together perform generally similar
functions to the analyzer 12 described above. The scanner
806 may be configured to receive signals from the trans-
ducer and generate and store echocardiographic images in
memory generally as described above. The scanner 806 may
be configured to send the echocardiographic images to the
image analyzer 808 which is configured to receive the
images from the scanner 806 and generally perform image
analysis steps as described above with reference to the
flowchart 200 shown in FIG. 3. The image analyzer 808 may
be configured to send signals to the scanner 806 for causing
the scanner 806 to cause representations of the echocardio-
graphic images and associated quality assessment values to
be displayed on the display of the user interface system 802.

In some embodiments, the functionality of any or all of
the devices included in the systems 10, 500, and/or 800 as
shown in FIGS. 1, 13, and 18 may be performed by multiple
devices which are in communication with one another via a
network. In such embodiments, the devices may be distrib-
uted in a cloud computing context, for example. For
example, in some embodiments, a system that functions
generally similar to the system 800 shown in FIG. 19 may
include a mobile device, such as a smart phone, acting
similar to the user interface system 802, in communication
with a scanner generally similar to the scanner 806, via a
wireless connection, for example. An image analyzer acting
as the image analyzer 808 may be remotely located in
comparison to the scanner and the mobile device and may be
in communication with the scanner 806 and/or the mobile
device via a network connection, for example, over the
Internet. In some embodiments, allowing the image analyzer
808 to be remotely located and accessible via a network,
may facilitate the use of low cost or fast computing
resources to carry the load of intensive processing during
training and/or application of the neural networks.
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In some embodiments, execution of block 206 may be
performed by more than one analyzer device. For example,
in some embodiments a first analyzer may apply the shared
layers of an image quality assessment neural network to the
received at least one echocardiographic image and then send
the output of the shared layers to a second analyzer, which
may apply one of the view specific layers to the received
output. In such embodiments, the shared layers may act as
a small neural network. In some embodiments, the shared
layers may facilitate data compression. In some embodi-
ments, the first analyzer may be in communication with the
second analyzer via a network connection, such as, for
example, an Internet connection. In some embodiments, the
first analyzer may be implemented on a mobile device and
the second analyzer may be in the cloud. In various embodi-
ments, using a neural network with common shared layers
may facilitate compressing the echocardiographic image
data before sending the data to the second analyzer and may
reduce the bandwidth needed to transfer data to the second
analyzer.

In some embodiments, the first analyzer may use the
shared layers of a neural network to generate a coarse quality
score, and a finer quality score may be calculated by a larger
architecture which is deployed in the cloud, for example,
and uses the output of the shared layers.

Stored Image Analysis

In some embodiments, the analyzer 12 may be used to
analyze stored images, rather than echocardiographic
images received in real-time or near real-time. For example,
in some embodiments, the analyzer 12 may be in commu-
nication with an image source, which may, for example, be
implemented as a PACS. In some embodiments, the analyzer
12 may be in communication with the image source via a
network, such as, the Internet, for example. In some embodi-
ments, the analyzer 12 may be integrated with the image
source as a single device.

In some embodiments where the analyzer 12 is used to
analyze stored images from an image source, block 202 may
direct the analyzer processor 100 to receive at least one
echocardiographic image from the image source. Blocks 204
and 206 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to perform
functions generally as described above. In some embodi-
ments, block 208 may direct the analyzer processor 100 to
produce signals for causing the quality assessment value to
be stored in association with the at least one echocardio-
graphic image at the image source. In some embodiments,
using the analyzer 12 to analyze stored echocardiographic
images from an image source may facilitate use of the
previously captured echocardiographic images for later
quantified clinical measurement of anatomical features and/
or to assist in diagnosing a medical condition or a charac-
teristic of the heart.

Embodiments Using Integrated Devices

In some embodiments, the functionality of some or all of
the neural network trainer 502, the training image source
504 and/or the analyzer 12 of the systems 500 and 10 may
be provided by a single integrated device or system, for
example. By way of example, in various embodiments,
aspects of the neural network trainer 502 and the analyzer 12
may be integrated, such that a single device performs the
neural network training and the analysis. In some embodi-
ments, some of the blocks of code may be altered and/or
omitted to facilitate the execution of the functionality of the
processes described herein by one or more integrated device
or system. In some embodiments, a system including such
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integrated devices may provide advantages such as, for
example, reduction in implementation and/or operating
costs.

3D Representations

In some embodiments, block 202 may direct the analyzer
processor 100 to receive or derive one or more 3D model
representations of the patient’s heart from the signals
received from the scanner 16. In such embodiments, each of
the 3D model representations may represent one or more
echocardiographic images which may be derived or
extracted from the 3D model representation by taking slices
or planar sections from the 3D model, for example. In such
embodiments, the flowchart 200 may be executed to analyze
echocardiographic images derived or extracted from the 3D
model representation.

Various Embodiments

In some embodiments, echocardiographers may have
previously provided the expert quality assessment values,
and the training image source 504 may store respective
expert quality assessment values in association with each of
the images. In such embodiments, block 704 may direct the
trainer processor 600 to receive the expert quality assess-
ment values from the training image source 504.

Certain embodiments of the systems 10, 500, and 800
have been described above, wherein a plurality of images, in
some embodiments a sequence of 20 images, for example,
are analyzed together to generate a single quality assessment
value. In various embodiments, analyzing more than one
image together may facilitate determining accurate and
contextualized quality assessment values.

However, in some embodiments, the systems 10, 500, or
800 may be configured to analyze a single image at a time.
In such embodiments, the flowchart 200 shown in FIG. 3, or
a generally similar flowchart, may be executed to determine
a quality assessment value for a single image received at
block 202 of the flowchart 200. In various embodiments,
analyzing a single image at a time may facilitate fast
processing of the flowchart 200 and/or real-time or near
real-time feedback for the operator. In embodiments where
a single image is analyzed at a time, the systems 10, 500,
and/or 800 may be configured to train and/or apply functions
or neural networks to the single image to determine quality
assessment values of each image. In such embodiments,
different neural networks from those shown in FIGS. 6 and
8, as defined by different neural network records, may be
trained and applied.

For example, an exemplary view category determining
neural network that may be trained and/or applied to a single
echocardiographic image to determine a view category to be
associated with the echocardiographic image, in accordance
with some embodiments, is shown at 950 in FIG. 20. In
some embodiments, the neural network 950 may be config-
ured to take as input an image having a size of 200x200
pixels, and may include one convolutional layer with 12
kernels of each 11x11 pixels, one pooling layer with a kernel
of 3x3 and stride of 2, one convolutional layer with 24
kernels of each 7x7 pixels, one pooling layer with a kernel
of 3x3 and stride of 2, one convolutional layer with 48
kernels of each 3x3 pixels, one pooling layer with a kernel
of 3x3 and stride of 2, a fully connected layer with 2048
outputs, a fully connected layer with 1024 outputs, and a
fully connected layer with 5 outputs.

An exemplary image assessment neural network that may
be trained and/or applied to a single echocardiographic
image to determine a quality assessment value for the
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echocardiographic image, in accordance with some embodi-
ments, is shown at 980 in FIG. 21.

While specific embodiments of the invention have been
described and illustrated, such embodiments should be con-
sidered illustrative of the invention only and not as limiting
the invention as construed in accordance with the accom-
panying claims.

The series of paragraphs below recites various illustrative
combinations of features of the present disclosure. These
paragraphs are intended to represent a non-limiting presen-
tation of suitable combinations, and are alphanumerically
designated for clarity and efficiency:

A0. A computer-implemented system for facilitating
echocardiographic image analysis, the system comprising at
least one processor configured to:

receive signals representing a first at least one echocar-

diographic image;
associate the first at least one echocardiographic image
with a first view category of a plurality of predeter-
mined echocardiographic image view categories;

determine, based on the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image and the first view category, a first quality
assessment value representing a view category specific
quality assessment of the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image;

produce signals representing the first quality assessment

value for causing the first quality assessment value to
be associated with the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image;

receive signals representing a second at least one echocar-

diographic image;

associate the second at least one echocardiographic image

with a second view category of the plurality of prede-
termined echocardiographic image view categories,
said second view category being different from the first
view category;

determine, based on the second at least one echocardio-

graphic image and the second view category, a second
quality assessment value representing a view category
specific quality assessment of the second at least one
echocardiographic image; and

produce signals representing the second quality assess-

ment value for causing the second quality assessment
value to be associated with the second at least one
echocardiographic image.

Al. The system of paragraph A0 wherein the first quality
assessment value represents an assessment of suitability of
the first at least one echocardiographic image for quantified
clinical measurement of anatomical features and wherein the
second quality assessment value represents an assessment of
suitability of the second at least one echocardiographic
image for quantified measurement of anatomical features.

A2.The system of paragraph A0 or A1 wherein the at least
one processor is configured to:

produce signals for causing a representation of the first

quality assessment value to be transmitted to at least
one display for causing the at least one display to
display the first quality assessment value in association
with the first at least one echocardiographic image, to
assist one or more operators of an echocardiographic
device in capturing at least one subsequent echocar-
diographic image; and

produce signals for causing a representation of the second

quality assessment value to be transmitted to the at least
one display for causing the at least one display to
display the second quality assessment value in asso-
ciation with the second at least one echocardiographic
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image, to assist the one or more operators in capturing
at least one subsequent echocardiographic image.

A3. The system of any one of paragraphs A0 to A2
wherein the at least one processor is configured to:

apply one or more view categorization functions to the

first at least one echocardiographic image to determine
that the first at least one echocardiographic image falls
within the first view category; and

apply one or more view categorization functions to the

second at least one echocardiographic image to deter-
mine that the second at least one echocardiographic
image falls within the second view category.

A4. The system of any one of paragraphs A0 to A3
wherein the first at least one echocardiographic image
comprises a plurality of echocardiographic images and
wherein the at least one processor is configured to determine
the first quality assessment value by determining a single
quality assessment value representing a view category spe-
cific assessment of the plurality of echocardiographic
images.

AS. The system of any one of paragraphs A0 to A4
wherein each of the plurality of predetermined echocardio-
graphic image view categories is associated with a respec-
tive set of assessment parameters and wherein the at least
one processor is configured to:

determine that a first set of assessment parameters of the

sets of assessment parameters is associated with the
first view category;

in response to determining that the first set of assessment

parameters is associated with the first view category,
apply a first function based on the first set of assessment
parameters to the first at least one echocardiographic
image;

determine that a second set of assessment parameters of

the sets of assessment parameters is associated with the
second view category; and

in response to determining that the second set of assess-

ment parameters is associated with the second view
category, apply a second function based on the second
set of assessment parameters to the second at least one
echocardiographic image.

A6. The system of paragraph AS wherein each of the sets
of assessment parameters includes:

a set of common assessment parameters, which are com-

mon to each of the sets of assessment parameters; and

a set of view category specific assessment parameters,

which are unique to the set of assessment parameters.

A7. The system of paragraph A5 or A6 wherein each of
the sets of assessment parameters is a set of neural network
parameters that defines a neural network having a plurality
of layers including an input layer configured to receive one
or more echocardiographic images and an output layer
configured to output one or more quality assessment values
and wherein the at least one processor is configured to:

apply the first function based on the first set of assessment

parameters to the first at least one echocardiographic
image by inputting the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image into the neural network defined by the
first set of assessment parameters; and

apply the second function based on the second set of

assessment parameters to the second at least one
echocardiographic image by inputting the second at
least one echocardiographic image into the neural net-
work defined by the second set of assessment param-
eters.

AS8. The system of paragraph A7 wherein the at least one
processor is configured to train the neural networks by:
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receiving signals representing a plurality of echocardio-
graphic training images, each of the plurality of
echocardiographic training images associated with one
of the plurality of predetermined echocardiographic
image view categories;

receiving signals representing respective expert quality
assessment values representing view category specific
quality assessments of the plurality of echocardio-
graphic training images, each of the expert quality
assessment values provided by an expert echocardiog-
rapher and associated with one of the plurality of
echocardiographic training images; and

training the neural networks using the plurality of
echocardiographic training images as inputs and the
associated expert quality assessment values as desired
outputs to determine the sets of neural network param-
eters defining the neural networks.

A9. The system of paragraph A8 wherein each of the
expert quality assessment values represents an assessment of
suitability of the associated echocardiographic image for
quantified clinical measurement of anatomical features.

A10. The system of paragraph A8 or A9 wherein the at
least one processor is configured to derive each of the expert
quality assessment values at least in part from a clinical
plane assessment value representing an expert opinion
whether the associated echocardiographic training image
was taken in an anatomical plane suitable for quantified
clinical measurement of anatomical features.

All. The system of any one of paragraphs A8 to A10
wherein each of the sets of neural network parameters
includes:

a set of common neural network parameters, which are
common to each of the sets of neural network param-
eters; and

a set of view category specific neural network parameters,
which are unique to the set of neural network param-
eters; and

wherein the at least one processor is configured to, for
each echocardiographic training image:

select one of the sets of view category specific neural
network parameters based on the predetermined
echocardiographic image view category associated
with the echocardiographic training image; and

using the echocardiographic training image as an input
and the associated expert quality assessment values as
a desired output, train a neural network defined by the
set of common neural network parameters and the
selected one of the sets of view category specific neural
network parameters to update the set of common neural
network parameters and the selected one of the sets of
view category specific neural network parameters.

BO. A computer-implemented system for training neural
networks to facilitate echocardiographic image analysis, the
system comprising at least one processor configured to:

receive signals representing a plurality of echocardio-
graphic training images, each of the plurality of
echocardiographic training images associated with one
of a plurality of predetermined echocardiographic
image view categories;

receive signals representing expert quality assessment
values representing view category specific quality
assessments of the plurality of echocardiographic train-
ing images, each of the expert quality assessment
values provided by an expert echocardiographer and
associated with one of the plurality of echocardio-
graphic training images; and
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train the neural networks using the plurality of echocar-
diographic training images and the associated expert
quality assessment values to determine sets of neural
network parameters defining the neural networks, at
least a portion of each of said neural networks associ-
ated with one of the plurality of predetermined echocar-
diographic image view categories.

Bl. The system of paragraph BO wherein each of the
expert quality assessment values represents an assessment of
suitability of the associated echocardiographic image for
quantified clinical measurement of anatomical features.

B2. The system of paragraph BO or B1 wherein the at least
one processor is configured to derive each of the expert
quality assessment values at least in part from a clinical
plane assessment value representing an expert opinion
whether the associated echocardiographic training image
was taken in an anatomical plane suitable for a quantified
clinical measurement of anatomical features.

B3. The system of any one of paragraphs BO to B2
wherein each of the sets of neural network parameters
includes:

a set of common neural network parameters, which are
common to each of the sets of neural network param-
eters; and

a set of view category specific neural network parameters,
which are unique to the set of neural network param-
eters; and

wherein the at least one processor is configured to, for
each echocardiographic training image:

select one of the sets of view category specific neural
network parameters based on the predetermined
echocardiographic image view category associated
with the echocardiographic training image; and

using the echocardiographic training image as an input
and the associated expert quality assessment value as a
desired output, train a neural network defined by the set
of common neural network parameters and the selected
one of the sets of view category specific neural network
parameters to update the set of common neural network
parameters and the selected one of the sets of view
category specific neural network parameters.

C0. A computer-implemented method of facilitating

echocardiographic image analysis, the method comprising:
receiving signals representing a first at least one echocar-
diographic image;

associating the first at least one echocardiographic image
with a first view category of a plurality of predeter-
mined echocardiographic image view categories;

determining, based on the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image and the first view category, a first quality
assessment value representing a view category specific
quality assessment of the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image;

producing signals representing the first quality assessment
value for causing the first quality assessment value to
be associated with the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image;

receiving signals representing a second at least one
echocardiographic image;

associating the second at least one echocardiographic
image with a second view category of the plurality of
predetermined echocardiographic image view catego-
ries, said second view category being different from the
first view category;

determining, based on the second at least one echocar-
diographic image and the second view category, a
second quality assessment value representing a view
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category specific quality assessment of the second at
least one echocardiographic image; and

producing signals representing the second quality assess-

ment value for causing the second quality assessment
value to be associated with the second at least one
echocardiographic image.

C1. The method of paragraph CO wherein the first quality
assessment value represents an assessment of suitability of
the first at least one echocardiographic image for quantified
clinical measurement of anatomical features and wherein the
second quality assessment value represents an assessment of
suitability of the second at least one echocardiographic
image for quantified measurement of anatomical features.

C2. The method of paragraph CO or C1 wherein:

producing the signals representing the first quality assess-

ment value comprises producing signals for causing a
representation of the first quality assessment value to be
transmitted to at least one display for causing the at
least one display to display the first quality assessment
value in association with the first at least one echocar-
diographic image, to assist one or more operators of an
echocardiographic device in capturing at least one
subsequent echocardiographic image; and

producing the signals representing the second quality

assessment value comprises producing signals for caus-
ing a representation of the second quality assessment
value to be transmitted to the at least one display for
causing the at least one display to display the second
quality assessment value in association with the second
at least one echocardiographic image, to assist the one
or more operators in capturing at least one subsequent
echocardiographic image.

C3. The method of any one of paragraphs CO to C2
wherein:

associating the first at least one echocardiographic image

with the first view category comprises applying one or
more view categorization functions to the first at least
one echocardiographic image to determine that the first
at least one echocardiographic image falls within the
first view category; and

associating the second at least one echocardiographic

image with the second view category comprises apply-
ing one or more view categorization functions to the
second at least one echocardiographic image to deter-
mine that the second at least one echocardiographic
image falls within the second view category.

C4. The method of any one of paragraphs CO to C3
wherein the first at least one echocardiographic image
comprises a plurality of echocardiographic images and
wherein determining the first quality assessment value com-
prises determining a single quality assessment value repre-
senting a view category specific assessment of the plurality
of echocardiographic images.

C5. The method of any one of paragraphs CO to C4
wherein each of the plurality of predetermined echocardio-
graphic image view categories is associated with a respec-
tive set of assessment parameters and wherein:

determining the first quality assessment value comprises:

determining that a first set of assessment parameters of
the sets of assessment parameters is associated with
the first view category; and

in response to determining that the first set of assess-
ment parameters is associated with the first view
category, applying a first function based on the first
set of assessment parameters to the first at least one
echocardiographic image; and
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determining the second quality assessment value com-

prises:

determining that a second set of assessment parameters
of the sets of assessment parameters is associated
with the second view category; and

in response to determining that the second set of
assessment parameters is associated with the second
view category, applying a second function based on
the second set of assessment parameters to the sec-
ond at least one echocardiographic image.

C6. The method of paragraph C5 wherein each of the sets
of assessment parameters includes:

a set of common assessment parameters, which are com-

mon to each of the sets of assessment parameters; and

a set of view category specific assessment parameters,

which are unique to the set of assessment parameters.

C7. The method of paragraph C5 or C6 wherein each of
the sets of assessment parameters is a set of neural network
parameters that defines a neural network having a plurality
of layers including an input layer configured to receive one
or more echocardiographic images and an output layer
configured to output one or more quality assessment values
and wherein:

applying the first function based on the first set of assess-
ment parameters to the first at least one echocardiographic
image comprises inputting the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image into the neural network defined by the first set
of assessment parameters; and applying the second function
based on the second set of assessment parameters to the
second at least one echocardiographic image comprises
inputting the second at least one echocardiographic image
into the neural network defined by the second set of assess-
ment parameters.

C8. The method of paragraph C7 further comprising
training the neural networks, said training comprising:

receiving signals representing a plurality of echocardio-

graphic training images, each of the plurality of
echocardiographic training images associated with one
of the plurality of predetermined echocardiographic
image view categories;

receiving signals representing respective expert quality

assessment values representing view category specific
quality assessments of the plurality of echocardio-
graphic training images, each of the expert quality
assessment values provided by an expert echocardiog-
rapher and associated with one of the plurality of
echocardiographic training images; and

training the neural networks using the plurality of

echocardiographic training images as inputs and the
associated expert quality assessment values as desired
outputs to determine the sets of neural network param-
eters defining the neural networks.

C9. The method of paragraph C8 wherein each of the
expert quality assessment values represents an assessment of
suitability of the associated echocardiographic image for
quantified clinical measurement of anatomical features.

C10. The method of paragraph C8 or C9 further compris-
ing deriving each of the expert quality assessment values at
least in part from a clinical plane assessment value repre-
senting an expert opinion whether the associated echocar-
diographic training image was taken in an anatomical plane
suitable for quantified clinical measurement of anatomical
features.

C11. The method of any one of paragraphs C8 to C10
wherein each of the sets of neural network parameters
includes:

15

25

30

35

40

50

55

65

32

a set of common neural network parameters, which are
common to each of the sets of neural network param-
eters; and

a set of view category specific neural network parameters,
which are unique to the set of neural network param-
eters; and

wherein training the neural networks using the plurality of
echocardiographic training images and the associated expert
quality assessment values comprises, for each echocardio-
graphic training image:

selecting one of the sets of view category specific neural
network parameters based on the predetermined
echocardiographic image view category associated
with the echocardiographic training image; and

using the echocardiographic training image as an input
and the associated expert quality assessment values as
a desired output, training a neural network defined by
the set of common neural network parameters and the
selected one of the sets of view category specific neural
network parameters to update the set of common neural
network parameters and the selected one of the sets of
view category specific neural network parameters.

DO. A computer-implemented method of training neural
networks to facilitate echocardiographic image analysis, the
method comprising:

receiving signals representing a plurality of echocardio-
graphic training images, each of the plurality of
echocardiographic training images associated with one
of a plurality of predetermined echocardiographic
image view categories;

receiving signals representing expert quality assessment
values representing view category specific quality
assessments of the plurality of echocardiographic train-
ing images, each of the expert quality assessment
values provided by an expert echocardiographer and
associated with one of the plurality of echocardio-
graphic training images; and

training the neural networks using the plurality of
echocardiographic training images and the associated
expert quality assessment values to determine sets of
neural network parameters defining the neural net-
works, at least a portion of each of said neural networks
associated with one of the plurality of predetermined
echocardiographic image view categories.

D1. The method of paragraph DO wherein each of the
expert quality assessment values represents an assessment of
suitability of the associated echocardiographic image for
quantified clinical measurement of anatomical features.

D2. The method of paragraph DO or D1 further compris-
ing deriving each of the expert quality assessment values at
least in part from a clinical plane assessment value repre-
senting an expert opinion whether the associated echocar-
diographic training image was taken in an anatomical plane
suitable for a quantified clinical measurement of anatomical
features.

D3. The method of any one of paragraphs DO to D2
wherein each of the sets of neural network parameters
includes:

a set of common neural network parameters, which are
common to each of the sets of neural network param-
eters; and

a set of view category specific neural network parameters,
which are unique to the set of neural network param-
eters; and
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wherein training the neural networks using the plurality of
echocardiographic training images and the associated expert
quality assessment values comprises, for each echocardio-
graphic training image:
selecting one of the sets of view category specific neural
network parameters based on the predetermined
echocardiographic image view category associated
with the echocardiographic training image; and
using the echocardiographic training image as an input
and the associated expert quality assessment value as a
desired output, training a neural network defined by the
set of common neural network parameters and the
selected one of the sets of view category specific neural
network parameters to update the set of common neural
network parameters and the selected one of the sets of
view category specific neural network parameters.
D4. A computer readable medium having stored thereon
codes which when executed by at least one processor cause
the at least one processor to perform the method of any one
of paragraphs CO to D3.
EO. A system for facilitating echocardiographic image
analysis, the system comprising:
means for receiving signals representing a first at least one
echocardiographic image;
means for associating the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image with a first view category of a plurality
of predetermined echocardiographic image view cat-
egories;
means for determining, based on the first at least one
echocardiographic image and the first view category, a
first quality assessment value representing a view cat-
egory specific quality assessment of the first at least one
echocardiographic image;
means for producing signals representing the first quality
assessment value for causing the first quality assess-
ment value to be associated with the first at least one
echocardiographic image;
means for receiving signals representing a second at least
one echocardiographic image;
means for associating the second at least one echocardio-
graphic image with a second view category of the
plurality of predetermined echocardiographic image
view categories, said second view category being dif-
ferent from the first view category;
means for determining, based on the second at least one
echocardiographic image and the second view cat-
egory, a second quality assessment value representing
a view category specific quality assessment of the
second at least one echocardiographic image; and
means for producing signals representing the second
quality assessment value for causing the second quality
assessment value to be associated with the second at
least one echocardiographic image.
FO. A system for training neural networks to facilitate
echocardiographic image analysis, the system comprising:
means for receiving signals representing a plurality of
echocardiographic training images, each of the plural-
ity of echocardiographic training images associated
with one of a plurality of predetermined echocardio-
graphic image view categories;
means for receiving signals representing expert quality
assessment values representing view category specific
quality assessments of the plurality of echocardio-
graphic training images, each of the expert quality
assessment values provided by an expert echocardiog-
rapher and associated with one of the plurality of
echocardiographic training images; and
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means for training the neural networks using the plurality
of echocardiographic training images and the associ-
ated expert quality assessment values to determine sets
of neural network parameters defining the neural net-
works, at least a portion of each of said neural networks
associated with one of the plurality of predetermined
echocardiographic image view categories.

The invention claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented system for facilitating
echocardiographic image analysis, the system comprising at
least one processor configured to:

receive signals representing a first at least one echocar-

diographic image;
associate the first at least one echocardiographic image
with a first view category of a plurality of predeter-
mined echocardiographic image view categories;

determine, based on the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image and the first view category, a first quality
assessment value representing a view category specific
quality assessment of the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image;

produce signals representing the first quality assessment

value for causing the first quality assessment value to
be associated with the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image;

receive signals representing a second at least one echocar-

diographic image;

associate the second at least one echocardiographic image

with a second view category of the plurality of prede-
termined echocardiographic image view categories,
said second view category being different from the first
view category;

determine, based on the second at least one echocardio-

graphic image and the second view category, a second
quality assessment value representing a view category
specific quality assessment of the second at least one
echocardiographic image; and

produce signals representing the second quality assess-

ment value for causing the second quality assessment
value to be associated with the second at least one
echocardiographic image;

wherein each of the plurality of predetermined echocar-

diographic image view categories is associated with a
respective set of assessment parameters, each of the
sets of assessment parameters being a set of neural
network parameters that define a neural network having
a plurality of layers including an input layer configured
to receive one or more echocardiographic images and
an output layer configured to output one or more
quality assessment values, and wherein the at least one
processor is configured to determine the first quality
assessment value by:
determining that a first set of assessment parameters of
the sets of assessment parameters is associated with
the first view category; and
in response to determining that the first set of assess-
ment parameters is associated with the first view
category, inputting the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image into the neural network defined by the
first set of assessment parameters; and

wherein the at least one processor is configured to deter-

mine the second quality assessment value by:

determining that a second set of assessment parameters
of the sets of assessment parameters is associated
with the second view category; and

in response to determining that the second set of
assessment parameters is associated with the second
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view category, inputting the second at least one
echocardiographic image into the neural network
defined by the second set of assessment parameters.

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the first quality assess-
ment value represents an assessment of suitability of the first
at least one echocardiographic image for quantified clinical
measurement of anatomical features and wherein the second
quality assessment value represents an assessment of suit-
ability of the second at least one echocardiographic image
for quantified measurement of anatomical features.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one
processor is configured to:

produce signals for causing a representation of the first

quality assessment value to be transmitted to at least
one display for causing the at least one display to
display the first quality assessment value in association
with the first at least one echocardiographic image, to
assist one or more operators of an echocardiographic
device in capturing at least one subsequent echocar-
diographic image; and

produce signals for causing a representation of the second

quality assessment value to be transmitted to the at least
one display for causing the at least one display to
display the second quality assessment value in asso-
ciation with the second at least one echocardiographic
image, to assist the one or more operators in capturing
at least one subsequent echocardiographic image.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one
processor is configured to:

apply one or more view categorization functions to the

first at least one echocardiographic image to determine
that the first at least one echocardiographic image falls
within the first view category; and

apply one or more view categorization functions to the

second at least one echocardiographic image to deter-
mine that the second at least one echocardiographic
image falls within the second view category.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the first at least one
echocardiographic image comprises a plurality of echocar-
diographic images and wherein the at least one processor is
configured to determine the first quality assessment value by
determining a single quality assessment value representing a
view category specific assessment of the plurality of
echocardiographic images.

6. The system of claim 1 wherein each of the sets of
assessment parameters includes:

a set of common assessment parameters, which are com-

mon to each of the sets of assessment parameters; and

a set of view category specific assessment parameters,

which are unique to the set of assessment parameters.

7. The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one
processor is configured to train the neural networks by:

receiving signals representing a plurality of echocardio-

graphic training images, each of the plurality of
echocardiographic training images associated with one
of the plurality of predetermined echocardiographic
image view categories;

receiving signals representing respective expert quality

assessment values representing view category specific
quality assessments of the plurality of echocardio-
graphic training images, each of the expert quality
assessment values provided by an expert echocardiog-
rapher and associated with one of the plurality of
echocardiographic training images; and

training the neural networks using the plurality of

echocardiographic training images as inputs and the
associated expert quality assessment values as desired

—

N

20

25

30

50

36

outputs to determine the sets of neural network param-
eters defining the neural networks.

8. The system of claim 7 wherein each of the expert
quality assessment values represents an assessment of suit-
ability of the associated echocardiographic image for quan-
tified clinical measurement of anatomical features.

9. The system of claim 7 wherein the at least one
processor is configured to derive each of the expert quality
assessment values at least in part from a clinical plane
assessment value representing an expert opinion whether the
associated echocardiographic training image was taken in an
anatomical plane suitable for quantified clinical measure-
ment of anatomical features.

10. The system of claim 7 wherein each of the sets of
neural network parameters includes:

a set of common neural network parameters, which are
common to each of the sets of neural network param-
eters; and

a set of view category specific neural network parameters,
which are unique to the set of neural network param-
eters; and

wherein the at least one processor is configured to, for each
echocardiographic training image:

select one of the sets of view category specific neural
network parameters based on the predetermined
echocardiographic image view category associated
with the echocardiographic training image; and

using the echocardiographic training image as an input
and the associated expert quality assessment values as
a desired output, train a neural network defined by the
set of common neural network parameters and the
selected one of the sets of view category specific neural
network parameters to update the set of common neural
network parameters and the selected one of the sets of
view category specific neural network parameters.

11. A computer-implemented system for training neural
networks to facilitate echocardiographic image analysis, the
system comprising at least one processor configured to:

receive signals representing a plurality of echocardio-
graphic training images, each of the plurality of
echocardiographic training images associated with one
of a plurality of predetermined echocardiographic
image view categories;

receive signals representing expert quality assessment
values representing view category specific quality
assessments of the plurality of echocardiographic train-
ing images, each of the expert quality assessment
values provided by an expert echocardiographer and
associated with one of the plurality of echocardio-
graphic training images; and

train the neural networks using the plurality of echocar-
diographic training images and the associated expert
quality assessment values to determine sets of neural
network parameters defining the neural networks, at
least a portion of each of said neural networks associ-
ated with one of the plurality of predetermined echocar-
diographic image view categories;

wherein the at least one processor is further configured to,
once the neural networks are trained:
receive signals representing a first at least one echocar-

diographic image;
associate the first at least one echocardiographic image
with a first view category of a plurality of predeter-
mined echocardiographic image view categories;
determine, based on the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image and the first view category, a first
quality assessment value representing a view cat-
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egory specific quality assessment of the first at least
one echocardiographic image;
produce signals representing the first quality assess-
ment value for causing the first quality assessment
value to be associated with the first at least one
echocardiographic image;
receive signals representing a second at least one
echocardiographic image;
associate the second at least one echocardiographic
image with a second view category of the plurality of
predetermined echocardiographic image view cat-
egories, said second view category being different
from the first view category;
determine, based on the second at least one echocar-
diographic image and the second view category, a
second quality assessment value representing a view
category specific quality assessment of the second at
least one echocardiographic image; and
produce signals representing the second quality assess-
ment value for causing the second quality assessment
value to be associated with the second at least one
echocardiographic image;
wherein each of the plurality of predetermined echocar-
diographic image view categories is associated with
arespective set of assessment parameters, each of the
sets of assessment parameters being a set of neural
network parameters that define a neural network
having a plurality of layers including an input layer
configured to receive one or more echocardiographic
images and an output layer configured to output one
or more quality assessment values, and wherein the
at least one processor is configured to determine the
first quality assessment value by:
determining that a first set of assessment parameters
of the sets of assessment parameters is associated
with the first view category; and
in response to determining that the first set of assess-
ment parameters is associated with the first view
category, inputting the first at least one echocar-
diographic image into the neural network defined
by the first set of assessment parameters; and
wherein the at least one processor is configured to
determine the second quality assessment value by:
determining that a second set of assessment param-
eters of the sets of assessment parameters is asso-
ciated with the second view category; and
in response to determining that the second set of
assessment parameters is associated with the sec-
ond view category, inputting the second at least
one echocardiographic image into the neural net-
work defined by the second set of assessment
parameters.

12. The system of claim 11 wherein each of the expert
quality assessment values represents an assessment of suit-
ability of the associated echocardiographic image for quan-
tified clinical measurement of anatomical features.

13. The system of claim 11 wherein the at least one
processor is configured to derive each of the expert quality
assessment values at least in part from a clinical plane
assessment value representing an expert opinion whether the
associated echocardiographic training image was taken in an
anatomical plane suitable for a quantified clinical measure-
ment of anatomical features.

14. The system of claim 11 wherein each of the sets of
neural network parameters includes:
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a set of common neural network parameters, which are
common to each of the sets of neural network param-
eters; and

a set of view category specific neural network parameters,
which are unique to the set of neural network param-
eters; and

wherein the at least one processor is configured to, for each
echocardiographic training image:

select one of the sets of view category specific neural
network parameters based on the predetermined
echocardiographic image view category associated
with the echocardiographic training image; and

using the echocardiographic training image as an input
and the associated expert quality assessment value as a
desired output, train a neural network defined by the set
of common neural network parameters and the selected
one of the sets of view category specific neural network
parameters to update the set of common neural network
parameters and the selected one of the sets of view
category specific neural network parameters.

15. A computer-implemented method of facilitating

echocardiographic image analysis, the method comprising:
receiving signals representing a first at least one echocar-
diographic image;

associating the first at least one echocardiographic image
with a first view category of a plurality of predeter-
mined echocardiographic image view categories;

determining, based on the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image and the first view category, a first quality
assessment value representing a view category specific
quality assessment of the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image;

producing signals representing the first quality assessment
value for causing the first quality assessment value to
be associated with the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image;

receiving signals representing a second at least one
echocardiographic image;

associating the second at least one echocardiographic
image with a second view category of the plurality of
predetermined echocardiographic image view catego-
ries, said second view category being different from the
first view category;

determining, based on the second at least one echocar-
diographic image and the second view category, a
second quality assessment value representing a view
category specific quality assessment of the second at
least one echocardiographic image; and

producing signals representing the second quality assess-
ment value for causing the second quality assessment
value to be associated with the second at least one
echocardiographic image;

wherein each of the plurality of predetermined echocar-
diographic image view categories is associated with a
respective set of assessment parameters, each of the
sets of assessment parameters being a set of neural
network parameters that defines a neural network hav-
ing a plurality of layers including an input layer con-
figured to receive one or more echocardiographic
images and an output layer configured to output one or
more quality assessment values and wherein:
determining the first quality assessment value com-

prises:

determining that a first set of assessment parameters
of the sets of assessment parameters is associated
with the first view category; and
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in response to determining that the first set of assess-
ment parameters is associated with the first view
category, inputting the first at least one echocar-
diographic image into the neural network defined
by the first set of assessment parameters applying
a first function based on the first set of assessment
parameters to the first at least one echocardio-
graphic image; and

determining the second quality assessment value com-

prises:

determining that a second set of assessment param-
eters of the sets of assessment parameters is asso-
ciated with the second view category; and

in response to determining that the second set of
assessment parameters is associated with the sec-
ond view category, inputting the second at least
one echocardiographic image into the neural net-
work defined by the second set of assessment
parameters.

16. The method of claim 15 wherein the first quality
assessment value represents an assessment of suitability of
the first at least one echocardiographic image for quantified
clinical measurement of anatomical features and wherein the
second quality assessment value represents an assessment of
suitability of the second at least one echocardiographic
image for quantified measurement of anatomical features.

17. The method of claim 15 wherein:

producing the signals representing the first quality assess-

ment value comprises producing signals for causing a
representation of the first quality assessment value to be
transmitted to at least one display for causing the at
least one display to display the first quality assessment
value in association with the first at least one echocar-
diographic image, to assist one or more operators of an
echocardiographic device in capturing at least one
subsequent echocardiographic image; and
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producing the signals representing the second quality
assessment value comprises producing signals for caus-
ing a representation of the second quality assessment
value to be transmitted to the at least one display for
causing the at least one display to display the second
quality assessment value in association with the second
at least one echocardiographic image, to assist the one
or more operators in capturing at least one subsequent
echocardiographic image.

18. The method of claim 15 wherein:

associating the first at least one echocardiographic image

with the first view category comprises applying one or
more view categorization functions to the first at least
one echocardiographic image to determine that the first
at least one echocardiographic image falls within the
first view category; and

associating the second at least one echocardiographic

image with the second view category comprises apply-
ing one or more view categorization functions to the
second at least one echocardiographic image to deter-
mine that the second at least one echocardiographic
image falls within the second view category.

19. The method of claim 15 wherein the first at least one
echocardiographic image comprises a plurality of echocar-
diographic images and wherein determining the first quality
assessment value comprises determining a single quality
assessment value representing a view category specific
assessment of the plurality of echocardiographic images.

20. The method of claim 15 wherein each of the sets of
assessment parameters includes:

a set of common assessment parameters, which are com-

mon to each of the sets of assessment parameters; and

a set of view category specific assessment parameters,

which are unique to the set of assessment parameters.
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