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‘ i g 3. BOGIE IRON-ORE AND
| Y ; LIMESTONE HOPPERS

Left: In 1953 John Summers & Sons expanded its premises at Shotton in
North Wales into a fully integrated steelworks, and instead of using pig
iron from its Shelton Works at Etruria it began receiving imported iron ore
from Bidston Dock, Birkenhead. That year Charles Roberts completed a
batch of 75 46-ton-capacity bogie hopper wagons, and as output increased
an additional 48 were constructed in 1958; initially numbered 60-182, on
TOPS they became BSSH 13060-182. All were unfitted, so the block
trains, whether loaded or empty, were restricted to 35mph between Bidston
and Shotton. Furthermore, the severe gradients on the 124-mile route from
the docks to the steelworks limited loaded trains to 11 PHOs plus a brake
van and, following the final steam working in November 1967, the
workings were entrusted to pairs of BR Type 2 (Class 24) diesel
locomotives from Birkenhead Mollington Street. On the odd occasion a
Type 4 would substitute, as on a very wet April Fools” Day in 1979, when a
Class 47 was photographed rounding the curve at Bidston West Junction
with a short formation loaded with Brazilian ore.

Left: Steel production at Shotton ceased in 1980 and the hoppers were then
used to move the remaining stockpile of iron ore to Llanwern Steelworks
before 103 were sold to ICI. Most were salvaged for spare parts, in
particular their plate-back bogies, which ICI wanted, to replace the
diamond-frame bogies fitted to many of its similar limestone hoppers.
However, 13 of the Shotton wagons were vacuum-braked and after
renumbering as ICIM 19152-64 were allocated to the Roadstone pool
working from ICI’s Tunstead Quarry, near Peak Forest, to the Quick Mix
stone terminals at Dean Lane, Manchester, and the Tilcon terminals at
Miles Platting and Stockport. In 1987 ICI ceased quarrying at its Hindlow
site, south of Buxton, but retained two kilns producing agricultural and
industrial lime. To enable production to continue two trains of limestone a
day began running from Tunstead and as the demand for roadstone had
declined the former Shotton hoppers were transferred to this movement.
ICIM 19162 (formerly BSSH 13065) is seen with a load for Hindlow at
Great Rocks in March 1991.

Right: ICI’s own fleet of 44-ton-capacity bogie
hoppers, built in seven batches by Charles
Roberts between 1936 and 1953, carried
limestone 365 days a year from Tunstead to
Northwich for the soda-ash plants set up by
Brunner Mond at Lostock and Winnington,
Numbered ICIM 19000-151 on TOPS, they
were almost six inches taller than the Shotton
hoppers and were vacuum-braked from new,
although end ladders were fitted only to those in
Roadstone traffic and at one end only. In 1992
all the ICI Mond hoppers were re-prefixed ‘BLI’
to reflect their new ownership by Buxton Lime
Industries, In 1998 they were replaced by air-
braked stock, but a number were retained at
Northwich for the internal movement of coke
and limestone, among them BLI 19106 JGV,
still going strong at 50 years old, as seen at
Oakleigh Sidings, Northwich, on 12 April 1998,
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6. LIME AND DOLIME

Left: Lime is used as a flux in steel making,
and in 1972 British Steel leased sixty-nine
46-tonne-glw covered hoppers from BRTE ¢
supply its steelworks in the North East.
Initially BRTE 8050-8118 were loaded at
Tilcon’s Rylstone Quarry, to form a daily block
train of 26 PAAs running to either Consett or
Lackenby as required, but after the closure of
Consett they began working from Hardendale
to Lackenby. Built by Standard Wagon at
Heywood, the BRTE Covhops carried 33
tonnes of lime, and BRT 8115 was spotted in
typically work-stained condition at Hardendale
in May 1992.

Below: Hardendale Quarry was also the originating point for lime traffic to
Ravenscraig, for which a batch of fifty 37-tonne capacity, 51-tonne-glw
Covhops was built at BREL’s Ashford Works in 1974. Owned by British
Steel Glasgow, BSGL 8050-99 were considerably longer than the BRTE
wagons, having a 20ft 3in wheelbase compared with 16ft. In place of three
hinged roof-hatches they were fitted with a one-piece roof cover which
allowed for quicker loading and at the same time reduced the risk of water
contamination. When they were ordered it had been planned that these
wagons would also supply the Clydebridge steelworks at Rutherglen, but

this was subsequently selected for closure. In 1993 these PAAs, commonly
known as the ‘White Ladies’ after their dusty appearance, replaced the
BRTE Covhops in the Lackenby circuit and in 2004 they were purchased
by EWS.

BSGL 8199 stands at Hardendale in May 1993 while in the background
only two of the four gas-fired kilns appear to be in action. In the 1980s,
two trains of butane arrived each week from Stanlow oil refinery to power
the kilns but by the date of this visit only outgoing lime and limestone
were still on rail.
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Right: Until 1983 the steelworks at Scunthorpe ‘
had received lime from Steetley Quarry, at
Hindlow, but when that flow ceased the fifty |
46-tonne-glw Covhops built for the traffic at
Heywood in 1970, PR 8000-49, were transferred
to other workings. Twenty-five of the PABs

were modified with new top hatches and leased
by British Aluminium to transport imported
alumina from Invergordon, and from 1984
Blyth, to the smelter at Fort William, while of
the remainder 15 went to Steetley’s Thrislington
Quarry at Ferryhill, the rest staying at Hindlow.
An early morning visit to Ashbury’s finds one of
the shunters struggling with the brake lever on
PR 8008 during a spot of loose shunting at the
West Sidings on 10 July 1985. PR 8008 was one
of three empty PABs en route to Hindlow to
collect another load of glassworks limestone for
the P. D. Stirling distribution depot at Mossend.

| Left: PR 8008 was subsequently transferred to

| Thrislington and in May 1991 the author
encountered it again awaiting repair outside the
Steetley Magnesia Works at Hartlepool
Cemetery Point. Here lime and dolime (calcined
dolomite, a magnesium-rich form of calcium
carbonate), brought by rail from Thrislington,
were used in the extraction of magnesium from
seawater. The factory had been built in 1937
with governmental assistance as the country
prepared for war.

Right: Since the 1950s both minerals had been
carried in BR 20-ton Covhops, but in 1981,
Steetley was awarded a Section 8 grant to
purchase new wagons. Thirty distinctive 51-
tonne-glw covered hoppers, fitted with air-
operated top covers, were built by Standard
Wagon for the dolime traffic and numbered
STET 18700-29. These PAAs were also long
vehicles at 25ft 7in over headstocks with a 19ft
wheelbase and carried 36 tonnes, The large
side panels were fitted to facilitate shunting by
Hymid Wagon Controllers at Thrislington,
The type rarely strayed from the North East as
all routine maintenance was handled at
Thornaby and this view of STET 18703 was
taken at Tees Yard in February 1992, shortly
after a visit to the adjacent wagon shop,
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