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THE 1962-1968 PERIOD

B283063 at Westhouses,
Derbyshire in March 1972.
This diagram 1/118 wagon
has been reallocated, and is
now lettered LOAD ONLY TO
C.E.G.B. KEADBY POWER
STN. G. C. Unusually, it has
none of the capacity I8 ;
identification aids mentioned i) Ay
on page 4. ;:“’"'“
Tare weight: 10ton 6cwt. WA WY Thasos
(Author’s Ref No W4043/DL)

B283370N at Brynnliw
Colliery, South Wales in
February 1972. This diagram
1/118 wagon has received the
post-1964 lettering style, and
has both the capacity
identification aids mentioned
on page 4. The tare weight
seems incorrect if it is 18ton
Iewt or 8ton Iewt, so actual
tare weight is uncertain.
(Author’s Ref No W3224/DL)

B336320L at Tonbridge, Kent
in February 1974. The
vacuum pipe of the diagram
1/153 variant can be seen in
this high-angle view. The
livery is freight brown with
correct codes and capacity
identification “L” number
suffix. It is not known whether
there was a yellow triangle.
Tare weight: 10ton 6ewt.
(Author’s Ref No W4460/DL)
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WAGONS OF THE FINAL BRITISH RAILWAYS ERA

B336756N at Alloa, Scotland
in November 1976. This lot
3426 wagon is in virtually
original condition, albeit very
weathered. It carries the
original lettering panel for
THORPE MARSH, and has
received an “N” number
suffix and the yellow triangle.
Tare weight: 10ton 12cwt.
(Author’s Ref No W5997/DL)

B337235 at Hoo Junction,
Rochester in December 1968.
This lot 3466 wagon is in such
a rusty condition it is difficult
to work out the livery. It
should be grey and does not
appear to have ever been
repainted. Tare weight: 10ton
14cwt.

(Author’s Ref No W1081/DL)

B338121 at Mansfield, Notts
in 1970. This lot 3525 wagon
is in original condition,
including the yellow triangle.
Although unfitted, freight
brown livery was applied as
per the specification when the
wagons were ordered from
Pressed Steel Ltd. Tare
weight: 10ton 15cwt.
(Courtesy Eric Gent)
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THE 1962-1968 PERIOD

B337542 at Rochester, Kent in
March 1975. This lot 3466
wagon is in rusty grey livery.
The capacity identification
symbols have now been
dropped, due to the
introduction of TOPS, and the
tare is metric (not legible).
Unusually, the lettering is not
boxed.

(Author’s Ref No W5115/DL)

B337640N at Alloa, Scotland
in August 1970. This lot 3466
wagon appears to have been
repainted freight brown,
although it is unfitted. The

“N” capacity identification
has been added as has the
yellow triangle. The number 5
in the box is believed to be
some sort of block train
identity. Tare weight: 10ton
12cwt.

(Author’s Ref No W2921/DL)

B337849N at Hoo Junction,
Rochester in March 1969.
This is another lot 3525
vehicle in as-delivered freight
brown condition, but this one
has the “N” suffix as well as
the yellow triangle. Tare
weight: 10ton 10cwt.
(Author’s Ref No W2236/DL)
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WAGONS OF THE FINAL BRITISH RAILWAYS ERA

Air-braked Coal Hopper Wagons (Merry-go-round)
British Railways had stuck rigidly to using the vacuum-brake in preference to the Westinghouse-pattern air-brake
from 1948. The only vehicles not to have it were those few intended for use on the Dover and Harwich train

ferries to Europe, and even these were generally through-piped only.

This changed forever in 1964 with the introduction of air-braked coal hopper wagons. These were actually
designed for the National Coal Board by French designers, and were insisted upon over any objections by BR. In
this volume, only the batches built during the review period will be noted, together with one early variation, as this
class will feature prominently in future volumes.

The basic vehicle was rated at 26T capacity. The second prototype, and others listed below, had what were

termed top canopies, and were rated at 32T. During the review period, individual wagons could be seen in use as
oil train barrier wagons, and photographs exist of steam locomotives hauling them in coal traffic in the North East
and Scotland. The batches built were as follows:

B350000 -B350001 26T AB HOP (Diagram 1/156) 4/1946 —12/1964 3495 BR Darlington
B350002 -B351681 26T AB HOP (Diagram 1/156) 3/1965 — 6/1966 3528 BR Shildon
B351682 -B351841 26T AB HOP (Diagram 1/156) 9/1965 —3/1966 3558 BR Ashford
B351842 -B351880 26T AB HOP (Diagram 1/156) 6/1966 -10/1966 ~ 3528 BR Shildon
B351881 —B352693 26T AB HOP (Diagram 1/156) 10/1966 —7/1967 3574 BR Shildon
B352694 — B352740 26T AB HOP (Diagram 1/156) 8/1967 —11/1967 3575 BR Shildon
B352741 —B352746 32T AB HOP (Diagram 1/157) 1/1968 —2/1968 3645 BR Shildon
B352747 - B354246 26T AB HOP (Diagram 1/156) 9/1967 —11/1968 3646 BR Shildon
B354247 - B354296 26T AB HOP (Diagram 1/156) 10/1968 —11/1968 3647 BR Shildon
B354297 —B355044 26T AB HOP (Diagram 1/156) 11/1968 —8/1969 3670 BR Shildon
B355045 — B355344 36T AB HOP (Diagram 1/156) 8/1969 —12/1969 3688 BR Shildon
B355345 -B355396 26T AB HOP (Diagram 1/156) 7/1969 — 8/1969 3670 BR Shildon
B355397 — B355796 26T AB HOP (Diagram 1/156) 12/1969 —8/1970 3699 BR Shildon

The above list has gone into 1970; after this, wagons were given numbers without prefixes under the air-braked
scheme. In addition to the 32T capacity lot 3645 batch, the following were also of this variation:

B350001, B350941/63/87, B351010/56/63/77/9/94/6, B351112/3/5/7-
9/21/3/4/7/8/31/43/7/56/67/8/71/5/83/5/90/6, B351217/24/5/8/35/9, B351509/32/40/50/6/60/2-4/83/93,
B351601/17/38/63/8/78, B351848/56/7/67/70, B352330, B352694/6/8, B352702-12/5/6/8/23-5/7/8/30-3/6-8/40,
B353518, B354124, B354247/8/50/4/5/8/9/62-7/9/71/4/5/7/8/80-3/5-7/9/92/4-6, B354420/82, B355144/55

An official view of B350001. This
is the second prototype, built to
diagram 1/157 and coded HOP 32
AB. Tare weight: 11ton 4cwt.
(Author’s Ref No W50069/BR)

|HOP32 g
|une 1, 3
{8 350001
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B350693 at Hoo Junction,
Rochester in March 1969.
Because railtanks with air
brakes were being delivered
from 1996, many of these
vehicles were seconded to
other duties. This example is
lettered OIL TRAIN BARRIER
WAGON RETURN TO
THAMESHAVEN/GRAYS E.
R., but it in fact it is in use
with BP Isle of Grain traffic.
Tare weight: 13ton 8cwt.
(Author’s Ref No W1048/DL)

B351678 at Aylesbury, Bucks
in March 1970. This HOP 32
AB also appears to be in oil
train barrier traffic, although
not especially lettered. It is
not known where this variant
operated in the review period,
but they could subsequently be
found in Scotland. The tare
weight is not legible.
(Author’s Ref No W2315/DL)

B354050 at Hoo Junction,
Rochester in October 1969.
This HOP AB was about a
year old when photographed.
The side panels were
unpainted, and the framing
was freight brown. All
lettering was black, as was the
underframe. Tare weight;
13ton 7ewt,

(Author’s Ref No W1863/DL)

THE 1962-1968 PERIOD

-10-

FreightCar America, Ex. 1019
IPR Petition - USP 8,132,515





