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[57) ABSTRACT 

An on-vehicle control apparatus having a throttle valve in an 
intake passage of the engine is disclosed. The system for 
actuating the throttle valve includes electric and mechanical 
components. A electrical motor incorporated in the electric 
component actuates the throttle valve. An electronic control 
unit (ECU) controls the motor such that the opening of the 
throttle valve matches a target opening. which corresponds 
to a manipulation amount of a gas pedal. When there is an 
abnormality in the motor. if the gas pedal is manipulated by 
a predetermined amount or more. the mechanical component 
couples the gas pedal with the throttle valve. thereby actu­
ating the throttle valve. When there is an abnormality in the 
motor. the ECU cuts fuel supply to some of the injectors. 
This allows the actual torque of the engine to be slightly 
lower than a computed engine torque that corresponds to the 
amount of a gas pedal manipulation. 

11 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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ON-VEHICLE CONTROL APPARATUS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates generally to a control appa­

ratus for vehicles. More particularly. the present invention 
relates to a control apparatus that has an electronic con­
trolled throttle valve in an intake passage. The apparatus 
controls the opening of the throttle valve by electrical and 
mechanical components. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Vehicle engines burn air-fuel mixture in a combustion 

chamber to gain power. The amount of fuel supplied is 
controlled in accordance with the amount of air drawn into 
the combustion chamber. Accordingly. the torque of the 
engine is controlled. 

A throttle valve located in an intake passage controls the 
amount of air drawn into a combustion chamber. One of the 
systems for actuating the throttle valve is a mechanical 
system, in which an gas pedal is coupled to the throttle valve 
by a wire or the like. In this system, there is a one-to-one 
correspondence between the amount of the manipulation of 
a gas pedal (pedal angle) PA and the inclination of a throttle 
valve (throttle opening) TA. In a so-called electronic con­
trolled throttle system. the throttle opening TA is controlled 
by an electric component such as an electrically powered 
actuator. This type of throttle apparatus incorporates a 
computer for controlling the throttle opening TA. The com­
puter computes a target throttle opening in accordance with 

2 
from the throttle valve 71. In this case. the throttle lever 75 
~oes n~t contact the intermediate lever 74 until the gas pedal 
1s mampulated over a predetermined amount. Before the 
throttle lever 75 contacts the intermediate lever 74. the 

5 manipulation of the gas pedal does not affect the movement 
of the throttle valve 71. The throttle valve 71. which is urged 
by the spring 76. is fully closed regardless of the gas pedal 
manipulation. When the gas pedal is manipulated over the 
predetermined amount. on the other hand. the throttle lever 

10 
75 contacts the intermediate lever 74. This mechanically 
connects the gas pedal and the throttle valve 71. The 
manipulation of the gas pedal is thus reflected on the 
movement of the throttle valve 71. 

The graph of FIG. 9 shows the relationship between the 
throttle opening TA and the gas pedal angle PA when the 

15 motor 79 does not function normally. In this graph. a gas 
pedal angle PA. at which the throttle lever 75 contacts the 
intermediate lever 74. is used as a predetermined angle a. 
When a gas pedal angle PA is smaller than the angle a. the 
throttle opening TA is zero. When the gas pedal angle PA is 

20 over the angle a. the throttle opening TA increases in 
proportion with the gas pedal angle PA. 

In other words. manipulation of the gas pedal does not 
increase the power of the engine before it reaches the angle 
a. This may encourage the driver to abruptly step on the gas 

25 pedal to increase the engine power. An abrupt manipulation 
of the gas pedal causes the throttle lever 75 to contact the 
intermediate lever 74 and suddenly increases the throttle 
opening TA. As shown in FIG. 10. the engine torque 
abruptly increases, accordingly. This affects the drivability 

30 of the vehicle. 

the manipulation amount of a gas pedal (gas pedal angle) 
PA. The computer controls the actuator such that the actual 
throttle opening TA detected by sensors matches the target 
throttle opening. In this type of throttle apparatus. the 
correspondence between the throttle opening TA and the gas 35 

pedal angle PA is arbitrarily determined. 

The throttle apparatus of the above publication is intended 
for a vehicle having an automatic transmission. In this case. 
the gears are shifted at a higher vehicle speed SPD when a 
malfunction occurs. This also affects the drivability of the 
vehicle. 

The graph of FIG. 11 shows the relationship between the 
gas pedal angle PA and the throttle opening TA in a vehicle 
having an automatic transmission. The two-dot chain line 
indicates normal functioning while the solid line shows the 
relationship when the electric component is malfunctioning. 
In the normal state. a throttle opening TAI is obtained when 

Electronic controlled throttle apparatuses must allow the 
driver to control the throttle valve when a malfunction 
occurs in an electric component such as the actuator. Japa­
nese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 5-71365. which is 4D 

incorporated herein by reference, discloses such a throttle 
apparatus. the pedal angle PA is PAI (<a). Contrarily. when there is a 

malfunction. TAI is obtained only when the pedal angle PA 
reaches PA2 (>a). As shown in FIG. 8. the throttle apparatus includes an 

interlocking lever 73 fixed to the axle 72 of a throttle valve 
71. an intermediate lever 74 and a throttle lever 75. The 
interlocking lever 73 rotates with the axle 72. A spring 76 is 
coupled to the lever 73 to urge the lever in a direction to 
close the throttle valve 71. A weaker spring 76A acts to open 
the throttle valve 71. Levers 74 and 75 pivot with respect to 
the axle 72. A cable 77. an end of which is coupled to the 
throttle lever 75. is connected to a gas pedal (not shown). 
The throttle lever 75 is normally separated from the inter­
mediate lever 74. Pressing the gas pedal against the force of 
spring 76B over a predetermined amount causes the throttle 
lever 75 to contact the intermediate lever 74. The resulting 
pivoting motion of the intermediate lever 74 permits the 
lever 73 to open the throttle valve 71 under the force of 
spring 76A. The driver's manipulation of the gas pedal is 
thus mechanically transmitted to the throttle valve 71. 

An electromagnetic clutch 78 is attached to the axle 72. 
An electrical motor 79 is located next to the clutch78. When 
actuated. the clutch 78 couples the motor 79 with the throttle 
valve 71. De-actuating the clutch 78 disconnects the motor 
79 from the throttle valve 71. 

When a malfunction occurs in the motor 79. the electro­
magnetic clutch 78 is de-actuated to disconnect the motor 79 

45 The graph of FIG. 12 shows function data applied to 
control of an automatic transmission. Solid and one-dot 
chain lines show shift reference lines. These lines are 
referred to when the gears are shifted. The gear shift 
reference lines are defined by the relationship between the 

50 vehicle's speed SPD and the gas pedal angle PA. As shown 
in FIG. 11. when there is no electric component malfunction. 
the throttle opening TAI is obtained when the gas pedal 
angle PA is PAI. At this time. as shown in FIG. 12. if the 
vehicles speed SPD is SPDI. the automatic transmission 

55 shifts gears from first to second. On the other hand. when 
there is a malfunction in the electric component. the gas 
pedal angle PA needs to be PA2 to obtain the throttle opening 
TAI as shown in FIG. 11. At this time. the vehicle's speed 
SPD needs to be SPD2. as shown in FIG. 12. to cause the 

60 automatic transmission to shift from first to second. That is. 
when there is a malfunction in the electric component. the 
vehicle's speed SPD needs to be higher to shift gears as 
compared to a normal state. 

65 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to an on-vehicle control 
apparatus. The engine of the vehicle includes an electroni-

IPR2025-01035 
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cally controlled throttle valve. the opening of which is 
controlled by electrical and mechanical components. 
Accordingly. it is a primary objective of the present inven­
tion to provide an on-vehicle control apparatus that prevents 
a sudden increase in the torque of the engine. The engine 
torque is abruptly increased by a manipulation of the gas 
pedal when the throttle valve stops functioning due to a 
malfunction in an electric component of the control appa­
ratus. The apparatus thereby improves the drivability of the 
vehicle. 

Another objective of the present invention is to provide an 
on-vehicle apparatus that controls an automatic transmis­
sion. '\Vhen the throttle valve stops functioning due to a 
malfunction in electric component in the valve. the trans­
mission shifts the gear only at a higher vehicle's speed than 
in a normal state. The apparatus resolves this drawback. 
thereby improving the drivability of the vehicle. 

To achieve the foregoing and other objects and in accor­
dance with the purpose of the present invention, a throttlt; 
valve control apparatus for a vehicle having an internal 
combustion engine is provided. The engine has a throttle 
valve for controlling the amount of intake air. and the 
vehicle has an accelerator that is manipulated by the driver 

4 
FIG. 8 is a diagrammatic perspective view illustrating a 

prior art throttle apparatus; 
FIG. 9 is a graph showing the relationship between the gas 

pedal angle and the throttle opening in the prior art throttle 
5 apparatus; 

FIG. 10 is a graph showing the relationship between the 
gas pedal angle and the torque of the engine in the prior art 
throttle apparatus; 

10 
FIG. 11 is a graph showing the relationship between the 

gas pedal angle and the throttle opening in the prior art 
throttle apparatus; and 

FIG. 12 is a graph showing function data relating to 
automatic transmission control in the prior art throttle appa-

15 ratus. 

DEfAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODThiENTS 

A first embodiment of an on-vehicle control apparatus 
20 according to the present invention will now be described 

with reference to FIGS. 1 to 4. 

for actuating the throttle valve. The apparatus includes an 
urging member. an electric control system and a mechanical 

25 
control system. The urging member urges the throttle valve 
towards a closed position. The electric control system elec­
trically controls the opening of the throttle valve against the 
force of the urging member in accordance with the position 

As shown in FIG. 1. a multi-cylinder gasoline engine 12 
mounted on a vehicle 11 includes a cylinder block 13 and a 
cylinder head 14. A plurality of cylinder bores 1S ( only one 
is shown) are defined in the cylinder block 13. A piston 16 
is reciprocatively accommodated in each cylinder bore 1S. A 
connecting rod 17 couples each piston 16 to a crankshaft 
(not shown). Reciprocation of each piston 16 is converted 
into rotation of crankshaft by the rod 17. of the accelerator. The electric control system is disabled 

30 
when an abnormality is detected therein. The mechanical 
control system mechanically cocmects the accelerator with 

Each cylinder bore 1S. cylinder head 14 and each cylinder 
16 define a combustion chamber 18. A plurality of intake 
ports 19 (only one is shown) and a plurality of exhaust port 
20 (only one is shown) are defined in the cylinder head 14. 
Each suction port 19 and each exhaust port 20 are commu­
nicated with the associated combustion chamber 18. A 

the throttle valve and opens the throttle valve against the 
force of the urging member if the accelerator is manipulated 
by more than a predetermined amount when there is an 

35 
abnormality in the electrical control system. The apparatus 
also includes means for reducing the output torque of the 
engine for lowering the actual output torque of the engine to 

plurality of suction valves 21 ( only one is shown) selectively 
open and close each intake port 19. Likewise. a plurality of 
exhaust valve 22 (only one is shown) selectively open and 
close each exhaust port 20. 

a level that is lower than normal for a given position of the 
throttle valve when an abnormality is detected in the electric 

40 
control system. An intake passage 26 connected to each intake port 19 

includes a throttle valve 23. a surge tank 24 and an intake 
manifold 25. V&en the engine 12 is running. the air in the 
intake passage 26 is drawn into each combustion chamber 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
The features of the present invention that are believed to 

be novel are set forth with particularity in the appended 
claims. The invention. together with objects and advantages 
thereof. may best be understood by reference to the follow-
ing description of the presently preferred embodiments 
together with the accompanying drawings in which; 

45 18. 

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram illustrating an on-vehicle 
control apparatus according to a first embodiment of the 50 

present invention; 

A throttle valve 23 is supported by a throttle shaft 27 in 
the intake passage 26. A system for operating the throttle 
valve 23 includes an electric component and a mechanical 
component. The amount of airflow in the intake passage 26 
(intake amount) is controlled by the inclination of the 
throttle valve 23, or the throttle opening TA The electric 
component for operating the valve 23 includes an electro­
magnetic clutch 28 and an electric motor 29. The electro­
magnetic clutch 28 is located at an end (the left end in FIG. 

FIG. 2 is a flowchart of a torque change process routine; 
FIG. 3 is a graph showing the relationship between the gas 

pedal angle and the throttle opening; 
FIG. 4 is a graph showing the relationship between the gas 

pedal angle and the torque of an engine; 
FIG. S is a flowchart of a routine for moving shift 

reference lines according to a second embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 6 is a graph showing function data of the automatic 
transmission control when there is no malfunction in an 
electric component; 

FIG. 7 is a graph showing the difference between sets of 
function data used for an automatic transmission in normal 
and abnormal states of electric component in a throttle 
valve; 

55 1) of the shaft 27. The motor 29 is coupled to the shaft 27 
by the clutch 28. Actuating the clutch 28 couples the motor 
29 to the valve 23. De-actuating the clutch 28 disconnects 
the motor 29 from the valve 23. An interlocking lever 30. an 
intermediate lever 31 and a throttle lever 32 are located at 

60 the other end of the shaft 27 in a manner similar to the 
mechanism of FIG. 8. 

The interlocking lever 30 is fixed to the throttle shaft 27 
in a manner similar to the interlocking liver 73 of FIG. 8. A 
first weak spring 33 is coupled to the interlocking lever 30 

65 and urges the lever 30 in a direction to open the throttle valve 
23. The intermediate lever 31 pivots with respect to the shaft 
27 like the intermediate lever 74 of FIG. 8. A second 
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stronger spring 34 is coupled to the intermediate lever 31 
and urges the lever 31 in a direction to close the throttle 
valve 23. The levers 30 and 31 contact and separate at their 
overlapping portions. The force of the second spring 34 is 
greater than that of the first spring 33. Therefore. when the 
electromagnetic clutch 28 is de-actuated to disconnect the 
motor 29 from the throttle valve 23. the throttle valve 23 is 
closed by the force of the second spring 34. 

The throttle lever 32 is rotatably supported by the shaft 27 
just like lever 75 of FIG. 8. A gas pedal 35 is located in the 
passenger compartment of the vehicle 11 and is mechani­
cally coupled to the throttle lever 32 by a wire 3'i. A third 
spring 37 is coupled to the throttle lever 32 and urges the 
lever 32 in the direction to close the throttle valve 23. A 
protrusion formed on the lever 32 is normally separated 
from the intermediate lever 31. The protrusion of the throttle 
lever 32 contacts the intermediate lever 31 only when the 
motor 29 is disconnected from the throttle valve 23 by 
de-actuating the electromagnetic clutch 28 and the gas pedal 
35 is manipulated over a predetermined distance. The 
mechanical component to actuate the throttle valve 23 
includes the interlocking lever 30. the intermediate lever 31. 
the throttle lever 32. the wire 36 and the springs 33. 34 and 
37. 

The intake manifold 25 has a plurality of injectors 38. 
each of which corresponds to one of the combustion cham­
bers 18. Each injector 38 injects fuel toward the correspond-
ing intake port 19. The fuel injected by the injectors 38 and 
the airflow form an air-fuel mixture. The mixture is drawn 
into each combustion chambers 18. The cylinder head 14 has 
a plurality of spark plugs 39. each of which corresponds to 
one of the combustion chamber 18. Each spark plug 39 is 
activated by spark signals distributed by a distributor 40. 
The distributor 40 distributes high voltage from an igniter 41 
to the spark plugs 39 in synchronization with an angle of the 
crankshaft's rotation. Activating the spark plug 39 burns the 
air-fuel mixture in the combustion chambers 18. The high 
pressure gas in each chamber 18 causes the piston 16 to 
reciprocate. The reciprocation of the pistons 16 rotates the 
crankshaft. The vehicle 11 has driving wheels (not shown) 
driven by the engine 12. The force of the engine 12 is 
transmitted to the driving wheels as the torque of the 
crankshaft and moves the vehicle 12. 

An exhaust manifold 42 and a catalytic converter (not 
shown) are connected to each exhaust port 20 and constitute 
an exhaust passage 43. The burned gas in each combustion 
chamber 18 is discharged from the engine 12 via the exhaust 
passages 43. 

6 
motor 29. the injectors 38 and the igniter 41. The ECU 48 
controls the electromagnetic clutch 28. the motor 29. the 
injectors 38 and the igniter 41 based on the data detected by 
the sensors 44 to 47. thereby performing the fuel injection 

5 control. the spark tirning control. throttle control and torque 
change control. 

The ECU 48 computes an intake amount based on the 
detected intake pressure PM and the engine speed NE for 
performing the fuel injection control. The ECU 48 computes 

10 the amount of fuel in accordance with the computed intake 
air amount as the fuel injection amount TAU injected from 
each injector 38. The ECU 48 determines the fuel injection 
amount TAU as the length of current passage time to the 
solenoid coil (not shown) in the injectors 38. The ECU 48 
controls the amount of fuel injected from the injectors 38 by 

15 controlling the injectors 38 based on the computed fuel 
injection amount TAU. 

20 

For performing a spark timing control. the ECU 48 refers 
to function data previously stored in the memory 48a. The 
function data has an optimal relationship between spark 
timings and parameters of an engine's running condition. 
The ECU 48 computes the running condition of the engine 
12 such as load status and warm-up status based on the data 
detected by the sensors 44 to 47. The ECU 48 computes the 
optimal spark timing for the running condition by referring 

25 to the function data. The ECU 48 issues current cut-off 
signals to the igniter 41 based on the computed spark 
timings. thereby controlling the actuation timing of spark 
plugs 39. 

30 
For performing a throttle control. the ECU 48 computes 

the optimal throttle opening ( a target opening) based on the 
gas pedal angle PA detected by the gas pedal sensor 45. The 
ECU 48 controls the motor 29 such that the actual throttle 
opening TA detected by the throttle sensor 44 matches the 

35 computed optimal opening. The ECU 48 diagnoses whether 
the electric component of the throttle valve 23 such as the 
motor 29 is functioning normally. If the actual throttle 
opening TA does not match or approaches the target opening 
when a predetermined period of time has passed after the 

40 
ECU 48 transmits a command signal to the motor 29. the 
ECU 48 determines that there is a malfunction in the motor 
29. If the ECU 48 determines that the electric component is 
functioning normally. the ECU 48 actuates the electromag­
netic clutch 28. When the ECU 48 determines that there is 

45 
a malfunction in the electric component. the ECU 48 
de-actuates the electromagnetic clutch 28. 

The torque change routine will now be described with 
reference to the :flowchart of FIG. 2. The ECU 48 executes 
the routine with predetermined intervals. 

The engine 12 is provided with various kinds of sensors 50 
44, 45. 46, 47 that detect the running condition of the engine 

In step 101. the ECU 48 judges whether there is an 
abnormality in the electric component in the throttle valve 
23. If the result of the judgment is negative. the ECU 48 does 
not execute the subsequent steps and temporarily suspends 
the routine. If the judgment result is positive. on the other 

12. The throttle sensor 44 detects the rotation angle of the 
shaft 27 of the throttle valve 23. thereby detecting the 
opening of the throttle valve 23. or throttle opening TA. The 
gas pedal sensor 4S detects the amount of manipulation of 
the gas pedal 35 by the driver. or the gas pedal angle PA. The 
intake pressure sensor 46 detects the intake pressure in the 
intake passage 26. The rotation speed sensor 47 detects the 
crankshaft's rotational speed. or the engine speed NE by 
referring to the rotation of a rotor 40a incorporated in the 
distributor 40. 

The ECU 48 has a memory 48a. a central processing unit 
(CPU) and J/O ports. The memory 48a stores predetermined 
control programs and data. The CPU performs various 
computations based on control programs. The J/O ports 
allow the ECU 48 to transmit data to and to receive data 
from the sensors 44 to 47. the electromagnetic clutch 28. 

55 hand. the ECU 48 moves on to step 102. 
In step 102. the ECU 48 judges whether the gas pedal 

angle PA is smaller than a predetermined angle a. The angle 
a of the gas pedal 35 is a pedal angle at which the protrusion 
of the throttle lever 32 contacts the intermediate lever 31. In 

60 other words. the angle a is a gas pedal angle PA at which 
manipulation of the gas pedal 35 starts to affect the move­
ment of the throttle valve 23 when the electric component 
does not function normally. 

If the judgment result in step 102 is negative. the ECU 48 
65 does not execute the subsequent steps and temporarily 

suspends the routine. If the judgment result is positive. on 
the other hand. the ECU 48 moves on to step 103. 
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In step 103. the ECU 48 cuts off current to some of the 
injectors 38 and stops supplying fuel to the corresponding 
combustion chambers 18. thereby temporarily suspending 
the routine. In this manner. the ECU 48 reduces the torque 
of the engine 12. 

When the electric component of the throttle valve 23 
functions normally. the judgment result of step 101 in FIG. 
2 is negative. Therefore. if the driver manipulates the gas 
pedal 35. steps 102 and 103 are not executed. The throttle 
valve 23 thus operates as follows. The protrusion of the 
throttle lever 32 separates from the intermediate lever 31, 
thereby disconnecting the throttle valve 23 from the gas 
pedal 35. Therefore, manipulation of the gas pedal 35 is not 
reflected on the movement of the throttle valve 23 by the 
mechanical component. The throttle valve 23 is controlled 
by the electric component including the motor 29 against the 
force of the spring 34. This allows the throttle opening TA 
to match the target opening. which corresponds to the 
manipulation amount of the gas pedal 35. 

8 
supplied in a normal condition. As a result. as illustrated 
with a solid line in FIG. 4. the engine's torque increases less 
dramatically than the rate illustrated by the two-dot chain 
line. In other words. when the gas pedal angle PA exceeds 

5 the angle a. an abrupt increase in the engine's torque is 
prevented. Accordingly. fast starts of the vehicle 11 are 
prevented and the drivability is improved. 

A special cam may be located between the throttle lever 
32 and the intermediate lever 31 to prevent an abrupt 

10 increase in the torque of the engine 12. The characteristics 
of the cam are illustrated with a two-dot chain line in FIG. 
3. As shown in FIG. 3. the cam causes the increase in the 
throttle opening TA with respect to the gas pedal angle PA 
to be more moderate than that of the abnormal state illus-

15 trated by a solid line. This structure however increases the 
number of the parts in the valve's mechanical component. 
This increases the manufacturing cost. the size and the 
weight of the throttle apparatus. The previously described 
embodiment. on the other hand. requires no special cams. 

If the throttle valve 23 fails to function because of an 20 In this embodiment. the number of the injectors 38 to 
which current is stopped in step 103 is readily changed. The 
amount of reduced torque of the engine 12 is thus controlled 
when a malfunction occurs in the electric component of the 
valve 23. 

abnormality in its electric component. the abnormality is 
detected by the ECU 48. In this case. the motor 29 is 
disconnected from the shaft 27 by de-actuating the electro­
magnetic clutch 28 and the spring 34 moves the throttle 
valve 23 to the fully closed position. 25 

FIG. 3 shows the relationship between the throttle open-
ing TA and the gas pedal angle PA. The predetermined pedal 
angle a in this chart. is a gas pedal angle PA at which the 
throttle lever 32 contacts the intermediate ever 31. When the 

30 
gas pedal angle PA is smaller than a. the throttle opening TA 
is zero. When the gas pedal angle PA is a or more, the 
throttle opening TA increases in proportion to the gas pedal 
angle PA. The graph of FIG. 4 shows the relationship 
between the torque of the engine 12 and the gas pedal angle 

35 
PA. 

When there is an abnormality in the electric component. 

A second embodiment of an on-vehicle control apparatus 
will now be described with reference to FIGS. 1 and 5 to 7. 
To avoid a redundant description. like or same reference 
numerals are given to those components which are like or 
the same as the corresponding components of the first 
embodiment. 

In addition to the components illustrated by solid lines in 
Fig. 1. the second embodiment has an automatic transmis­
sion 49 and a vehicle speed sensor 50 illustrated by two-dot 
chain lines. The vehicle speed sensor 50 detects the speed of 
the vehicle 11 SPD. In addition to stopping the fuel supply 
to some of the cylinders as described in the first 
embodiment. the shift control of the automatic transmission 
49 differs between normal conditions and abnormal condi-

if the gas pedal angle PA is smaller than the angle a as 
shown in FIG. 3. the protrusion on the throttle lever 32 does 
not contact the intermediate lever 31. The throttle opening 
TA thus stays zero. Accordingly, the judgment result of step 
102 in the routine of FIG. 2 is negative. Steps 101 and 102 

40 
tions of the valve's electric component. 

are thus repeated and the engine's torque stays low as shown 
in FIG. 4. 

When there is an abnormality in the electric component. 

The automatic transmission 49 functions as a power 
transmission apparatus for transmitting the rotation of the 
crankshaft to the driving wheels. The automatic transmis­
sion 49 is coupled to the engine 12 with a clutch (not 

45 shown). Combinations of the gear wheels in the transmis­
sion 49 convert the rotation speed of the crankshaft ( engine 
speed NE) and the engine's torque at various ratios. The 
transmission 49 has four gear ratios including a first gear for 
low speed and a fourth gear for high speed. The automatic 

if the gas pedal angle PA is the predetermined value a or 
more. the protrusion on the throttle lever 32 contacts the 
intermediate lever 31. This mechanically connects the gas 
pedal 35 with the throttle valve: 23. thereby allowing the 
manipulation of the gas pedal 23 to be transmitted to the 
throttle valve 23. The throttle valve 23 rotates against the 
force of the spring 34 in accordance with the manipulation 
amount of the gas pedal 35. Therefore. when the gas pedal 
angle PA is the angle a or m01e. the throttle opening TA 
increases in proportion to the increase in the gas pedal angle 55 

PA. 

50 transmission 49 has a hydraulic circuit ( not shown) and a 
solenoid valve 51. The hydraulic circuit changes the com­
bination of the gear wheels and thus the gear ratio. The 
solenoid valve 51 controls oil pressure to the hydraulic 
circuit for switching the gears. 

The ECU 48 refers to a function data shown in FIG. 6 
stored in the memory 48a when switching the gears. The 
solid lines and one-dot chain lines in FIG. 6 are reference 
lines for shifting the gears. These shift reference lines are 
defined by the relationship between the vehicle speed SPD 

If the ECU 48 computes the fuel injection amount TAU in 
accordance with the intake air amount. which corresponds to 
the throttle opening TA. and allows all the injectors 38 to 
inject fuel equivalent to the amount TAU. the engine's 
torque shows the characteristics illustrated by a two-dot 
chain line in FIG. 4. Thus. the engine's torque abruptly 
increases when the gas pedal angle PA exceeds the angle a. 
In this embodiment however. the process in steps 101 to 103 
prevents some of the injectors 38 from supplying fuel to the 
corresponding cylinders. Accordingly. the amount of fuel 
supplied to the combustion chambers 18 is less than that 

60 and the gas pedal angle PA. Each one-dot chain line is 
referred to when the gear is shifted down to a lower gear and 
each solid line is referred to when the gear is shifted up to 
a higher gear. 

The ECU 48 selects a gear corresponding to the relation-
65 ship between the vehicle speed SPD and the gas pedal angle 

PA by referring to the function data shown in FIG. 6. Then 
the ECU 48 controls the solenoid valve 51 such that the 
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actual gear matches the selected one. When the point cor­
responding to the vehicle speed SPD and the gas pedal angle 
PA on the graph in FIG. 6 crosses a solid line or a one-dot 
chain line. the ECU 48 issues a command signal to the 
solenoid valve 51. The command signal causes the solenoid 
valve 51 to change oil flow to the hydraulic circuit. This 
either shifts the gears up or down. If the point corresponding 
to SPD and PA does not cross a line on the graph. the ECU 
48 issues a command signal to the solenoid valve 51 for 
maintaining the current gear. 

Fig. 5 shows a routine for moving shift reference lines. 

10 
In step 206. the ECU 48 resets the position of the shift 

reference lines. which have been moved in step 203. That is. 
as shown in FIG. 7. the line Ll. which has been moved to 
the position illusttated by a two-dot chain line. is moved 

5 back to the position illustrated by a solid line. Io step 207. 
the ECU 48 gives a value "O" to the abnormality flag F and 
temporarily suspends the routine. 

When the electrical component in the throttle valve 23 
functions normally. steps 201 and 205 in FIG. 5 are repeated. 

IO The ECU 48 shifts the gear of the automatic transmission 49 
by referring to the relationship between the vehicle's speed 
SPD and the gas pedal angle PA in the function data shown 
in FIG. 6. 

While the engine 12 is running. the ECU 48 executes the 
routine at predetermined intervals. The ECU 48 refers to an 
abnormality flag F in this routine. The abnormality flag F 
indicates the condition of the electric component of the 
throttle valve 23. That is. when the throttle valve's electric 15 

component functions normally. the flag F has a value "O" 
and when the component has an abnormality. the flag F has 

When there is an abnormality in the electric component in 
the throttle valve 23. the throttle valve 23 is actuated by the 
mechanical component. In this case. right after the switch 
from the electric component to the mechanical component. 
the process from step 201 to 204 in FIG. 5 is executed. This 
moves the shift reference lines toward the low vehicle's 

a value "l". 

In step 201. the ECU 48 judges whether there is an 
abnormality in the electric component of the throttle valve 
23. If the judgment result is positive. the ECU 48 moves on 
to step 202. 

In step 202, the ECU 48 judges if the abnormality flag F 
has a value "1". If the judgment result is positive (F=l). the 
ECU 48 temporarily suspends the routine without executing 
the subsequent steps. If the judgment result is negative 
(F==O). the ECU 48 moves on to step 203. 

In step 203. the ECU 48 moves the shift reference lines on 
the function data stored in the memory 48a toward the low 
vehicle speed SPD side. In step 204, the ECU 48 gives a 
value "1" to the flag F and temporarily suspends this routine. 

Taking a line Ll in FIG. 6 as an example. the movement 
of the shift reference lines on the graph will be explained. 
The line Ll is referred to when the gear is shifted up from 
first gear to second gear. It is assumed that the throttle 
opening TA is TAI as shown in FIG. 3. When the electric 
component functions normally. the ECU 48 computes a gas 
pedal angle PAI so that TAl corresponds to the PA on the 
graph. When there is an abnormality in the electric 
component. the ECU 48 computes a gas pedal angle PA2 so 
that TAI matches the PA on the graph. 

As shown in FIG. 7. when the gas pedal angle PA is PAL 
the ECU 48 refers to the line LI to compute the vehicle's 
speed SPDl at which the gear is shifted from first gear to 
second gear. Similarly. when the gas pedal angle PA is PA2. 

20 speed side by the amount of Ll.SPD. Thereafter. so long as the 
abnormal condition continues. steps 201 and 202 are 
repeated and the automatic transmission is controlled based 
on the moved shift reference lines. In the prior art apparatus. 
the shift reference lines are fixed. Therefore. with an abnor-

25 mality in the electric component of the throttle valve. the 
gear is shifted at a higher vehicle speed SPD than in a normal 
state. Unlike the prior art apparatus. this embodiment causes 
the gear to be shifted at the same speed as the normal state 
even if there is an abnormality in the electric component. 

30 Therefore. the abnormality in the electric component in the 
throttle valve does not deteriorate the drivability of the 
vehicle 11 and the automatic transmission 49 changes gears 
without making the driver uncomfortable. 

35 

40 

Although only two embodiments of the present invention 
have been described herein. it should be apparent to those 
skilled in the art that the present invention may be embodied 
in many other specific forms without departing from the 
spirit or scope of the invention. Particularly. the invention 
may be embodied in the following forms: 

In the above described first embodiment. the process in 
step 103 in FIG. 2 may be modified as follows. Instead of 
cutting current to some of the injectors 38. the current 
passage time to all the injectors 38 may be equally shortened 

45 
by a certain amount. or the timing of the plugs 39 may be 
slightly delayed. Further. both current cutting to a some of 
the injectors 38 and spark timing delay may be performed. 
In these cases. when there is an abnormality in the electric 
component of the throttle valve 23. the torque of the engine 

the ECU 48 refers to the line Ll to compute the vehicle's 
speed SPD2 at which the gear is shifted from first to second. 
Further, the ECU 48 computes the difference between the 
vehicle's speeds SPD2 and SPDl as a value Ll.SPD. The 
ECU 48 moves the shift reference line LI toward the low 
speed side (that is. to the left in FIG. 7) by the amount of 
Ll.SPD. The shift reference line Ll. which is illustrated by an 
solid line in FIG. 7 when the electric component functions 
normally. is moved to the position illustrated by a two-dot 55 

chain line in FIG. 7. The movement of the shift reference 
line LI causes the gear to be shifted substantially at the same 
vehicle's speed SPD when there is an abnormality in the 
electric component as when there is no abnormality. The 
other shift reference lines are moved in the same manner. 60 

50 
12 is reduced and the vehicle's drivability is not deterio­
rated. 

In the above described second embodiment. the shift 
reference lines in the function data are moved by the amount 
of Ll.SPD. However. the amount of the lines' movement may 
be altered. In this case. the lines must be moved toward the 
low speed side as in tlre second embodiment. The amount of 
the movement is preferably close to Ll.SPD. This causes the 
automatic transmission 49 to shift gears in an abnormal state 
substantially at the same vehicle's speed SPD as in the 
normal state. 

Back to FIG. S. when the judgment result in step 201 is 
negative. the ECU 48 goes to step 205. Io step 205 the ECU 
48 judges whether the abnormality flag F is "1". If the 
judgment result is negative (F==O). the ECU 48 temporarily 
suspends the routine without executing the subsequent steps. 65 

If the judgment result is positive (F=l). the ECU 48 moves 
on to step 206. 

In tlre second embodiment. the process in steps 205 to 207 
in FIG. 5 may be omitted. If the judgment result in step 201 
is positive. that is. when tlre electric component functions 
normally. tlre ECU 48 may suspend the routine without 
executing the subsequent steps. 

In the first and second embodiments. the prior art appa­
ratus (Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication No. 
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5-71365) may be employed for de:tecting an abnormality in 
the electric component. In this case. the intermediate lever 
31 is provided with a contact switch. The switch is turned on 
when the intermediate lever 31 is separated from the inter­
locking lever 30 and turned off when the levers 31 and 30 5 

contact. The ECU 48 detects an abnormality when the motor 
29 rotates the throttle valve 23 to open the valve 23 to an 
amount such that the contact switch is turned off. 

In the second embodiment a set of shift reference lines 
may be previously prepared for an abnormal state in addition 10 

to the set of shift reference lines for a normal state. In this 
case. different sets of the shift reference lines are used in a 
normal state and an abnormal state. 

Therefore. the present examples and embodiments are to 
be considered as illustrative and not restrictive and the 15 

invention is not to be limited to the details given herein. but 
may be modified within the scope of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. An apparatus of controlling vehicle speed. said vehicle 

having an engine with a throttle valve being arranged to vary 
the opening thereof to control the amount of intake air 
supplied to the engine so as to change the vehicle speed. the 
vehicle having an accelerator for controlling the opening of 
the throttle valve. wherein the throttle valve is urged toward 
a closed position by an urging member. and wherein the 
throttle valve is opened by the accelerator manipulated to a 
predetermined effective position. the apparatus comprising: 

20 

25 

means for electrically adjusting the opening of the throttle 
valve against the force of the urging member in accor-

30 dance with the position of the accelerator; 
means for mechanically coupling the accelerator to the 

throttle valve against the force of the urging member to 
control the opening of the throttle valve; 

means for detecting an occurrence of a malfunction in the 35 

adjusting means; 
means for deactivating the adjusting means based on the 

malfunction therein; 
means for shifting the predetermined effective position of 

the accelerator to an increased manipulated position 40 

based on the malfunction in the adjusting means; and 
means for decreasing the vehicle speed with respect the 

vehicle speed based on the position of the accelerator 
whose effective position fa shifted to the increased 
manipulated position. 45 

2. The apparatus as set forth in claim 1. wherein said 
adjusting means includes: 

an electric motor for adjusting the opening of the throttle 
valve; 

an electromagnetic clutch for providing a the throttle 
valve with a connection witln or disconnection from the 
electric motor; and 

means for instructing the ele,::tromagnetic clutch to dis­
connect the electric motor from the throttle valve. 

3. The apparatus as set forth in claim 2. wherein said 
decreasing means has means for lowering output torque of 

50 

55 

12 
6. The apparatus as set forth in claim 2 further comprising 

said decreasing means including: 
an automatic gear transmission for converting engine 

speed and engine torque to the vehicle speed at trans­
mitting ratios respectively predetermined for a plurality 
of stages of the vehicle speed from a minimum stage to 
a maximum stage; 

means for computing a corrected value of each predeter­
mined transmitting ratio. wherein said corrected value 
is shifted toward the minimum stage from each of the 
predetermined transmitting ratio by a variation com-
puted based on the shift of the vehicle speed; and 

means for actuating the automatic gear transmission based 
on the computed corrected value. 

7. The apparatus as set forth in claim 6 further comprising 
an electric control unit forming the deactivating means. the 
shifting means. the decreasing means. the instructing means. 
the computing means and actuating means. 

8. An apparatus of controlling vehicle speed. said vehicle 
having an engine with a throttle valve being arranged to vary 
the opening thereof to control the amount of intake air 
supplied to the engine so as to change vehicle speed. the 
vehicle having an accelerator for controlling the opening of 
the throttle valve. wherein the throttle valve is urged toward 
a closed position by an urging member and. wherein the 
throttle valve is opened by the accelerator manipulated to a 
predetermined effective position. the apparatus comprising: 

means for electrically adjusting the opening of the throttle 
valve against the force of the urging member in accor­
dance with the position of the accelerator; 

means for mechanically coupling the accelerator to the 
throttle valve against the force of the urging member to 
control the opening of the throttle valve; 

means for detecting an occurrence of a malfunction in the 
adjusting means; 

means for selectively driving the adjusting means and the 
coupling means. said driving means including means 
for deactivating the adjusting means based on the 
malfunction therein. said driving means including 
means for shifting the predetermined effective position 
of the accelerator to an increased manipulated position 
based on the malfunction in the adjusting means; 

a plurality of injectors electrically actuated to inject fuel 
so as to drive the engine; and 

means for deactivating a part of the injectors based the 
malfunction in the adjusting means. 

9. The apparatus as set forth in claim 8. wherein said 
adjusting means includes: 

an electric motor for adjusting the opening of the throttle 
valve; 

an electromagnetic clutch for providing a the throttle 
valve with a connection with or disconnection from the 
electric motor; and 

means for instructing the electromagnetic clutch to dis­
connect the electric motor from the throttle valve. 

the engine. 
4. The apparatus as set forth in claim 3 further comprising: 
a plurality of injectors electrically actuated to inject fuel 

so as to drive the engine; and 

10. The apparatus as set forth in claim 9 further compris­
ing an electric control unit forming the deactivating means. 

60 the. shifting means. the decreasing means and the instructing 

means for deactivating a part of the injectors based the 
malfunction in the adjusting means. 

5. The apparatus as set forth in claim 3 further comprising 
an electric control unit forming the deactivating means. the. 65 

shifting means. the decreasing means and the instructing 
means. 

means. 
11. An apparatus of controlling vehicle speed. said vehicle 

having an engine with a throttle valve being arranged to vary 
the opening thereof to control the amount of intake air 
supplied to the engine so as to change vehicle speed. the 
vehicle having an accelerator for controlling the opening of 
the throttle valve. wherein the throttle valve is urged toward 
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a closed position by an urging member and. wherein the 
throttle valve is opened by the accelerator manipulated to a 
predetermined effective position. the apparatus comprising: 

means for electrically adjusting the opening of the throttle 
valve against the force of the urging member in accor- 5 

dance with the position of the accelerator; 
means for mechanically coupling the accelerator to the 

throttle valve against the force of the urging member to 
control the opening of the throttle valve; 

10 
means for detecting an occurrence of a malfunction in the 

adjusting means; 
means for selectively driving the adjusting means and the 

coupling means. said driving means including means 
for deactivating the adjusting means based on the l5 

malfunction therein. said driving means including 
means for shifting the predetermined effective position 

14 
of the accelerator to an increased manipulated position 
based on the malfunction in the adjusting means; 

an automatic gear transmission for converting engine 
speed and engine torque to the vehicle speed at trans­
mitting ratios respectively predetermined for a plurality 
of stages of the vehicle speed from a minimum stage to 
a maximum stage; 

means for computing a corrected value of each predeter­
mined transmitting ratio. wherein said corrected value 
is shifted toward the minimum stage from each of the 
predetermined transmitting ratio by a variation com­
puted based on the shift of the vehicle speed: and 

means for actuating the automatic gear transmission based 
on the computed corrected value. 

* * * * * 
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