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[57] ABSTRACT

An adaptive predictive encoding apparatus generates
predictive values Py, Py, . . ., P, with respect to a quan-
tized value X of a picture element x. Predictive error
signals Y1, Y2, ..., Ypare obtained from the quantized
value X and the predictive values Py, P2, ..., P, A
prediction selection circuit determines the number of
mis-predictions from each of the predictive error signals
for scanned picture elements. A selection signal M is
produced indicating the prediction error signal Y with
the least number of mis-predictions, the selection signal
controlling a selector to provide the prediction error
signal Y in response to the selection signal M. The se-
lected predictive error signal Y is encoded to produce
an encoded signal. An adaptive predictive decoding
apparatus which decodes the encoded selected predic-
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4,144,547 371979 Stoffel .. 3587260 tive error signal is also disclosed.
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ADAPTIVE PREDICTIVE ENCODING AND/OR
DECODING APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to an adaptive predictive en-
coding and decoding apparatus for predictive encoding
and predictive decoding a screen image in which a
half-tone is represented by binary signals.

In such a conventional predictive encoding system, as
described in, for example, the U.S. Pat. No. 4,144,547
entitled “APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR EN-
CODING HALFTONE AND LINE COPY DATA”
issued to Stoffel, the number of mis-predicted picture
elements for each of the predictive error signals pro-
duced for a predetermined block are compared and the
predictive error signal having the least mis-predicted
picture elements is selected. Such a conventional system
has the disadvantages that a sufficient prediction effect
is not expected in the case where the prediction is
changed from one prediction mode to the other, and
significant data-compression can not be obtained be-
cause it is necessary to use a prediction mode code
representative of a selected prediction mode.

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to provide
an adaptive predictive encoding and decoding appara-
tus in which a high prediction effect can be obtained
without using a prediction mode code representative of
a selected prediction mode.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to one aspect of this invention, there is
provided an adaptive predictive encoding apparatus
comprising:

means for generating a plurality of predictive values
Py, Py, - - -, P, with respect to a quantized value X of
a picture element x from quantized values of neighbor-
ing picture elements, a plurality of picture elements yj,
y2, - - -, ¥n having the same phase relationship as said
picture element x relative to their respective neighbor-
ing picture elements on a two-dimensional screen-
period pattern, and their neighboring picture elements;

means for obtaining predetermined predictive error
signals Yy, Y2, - - -, Y, from said quantized value X and
said plurality of predictive values Py, Py, - -~ , Py;

means for comparing degrees of mis-prediction in the
predictive error signals for the already scanned picture
elements to provide a comparison result;

means for generating a selection signal in response to
said comparison result;

means for selecting one from said plurality of predic-
tive error signals Y1, Y3, - - -, Y, to provide a predictive
error signal Y in response to said selection signal; and

means for encoding said predictive error signal Y to
produce an encoded signal.

According to another aspect of this invention, there is
provided an adaptive predictive decoding apparatus for
decoding an encoded signal which is produced by en-
coding an predictive error signal Y, which is obtained
by selecting one of a plurality of predictive error signals

Yy, Y2, - - -, Y, obtained from a quantized value X of a
picture element x and a plurality of predictive values P,
Py, - - -, P, with respect to said value X, said decoding

apparatus comprising:
means for decoding said encoded signal to produce
said predictive error signal Y; :
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means for obtaining a plurality of decoded signals X,
X3, - - - , X, from said predictive error signal Y and a
plurality of predictive values Py, Py, - - -, Pp;

means for generating said predictive values Py, Py, - -
-, P, from a neighboring picture element to said picture
element x, a plurality of picture elements yi, y2, - - -,
ym having the same phase-relationship as said picture
element x in respect to respective neighboring picture
elements on a two-dimensional screen-period pattern,
and neighboring picture elements to said plurality of
picture elements y1, y2, - - -, Ym;

means for obtaining a plurality of predictive error
signals Y1, Y2, - - -, Y, from said quantized value X and
said plurality of predictive values Py, Py, - - -, Pp;

means for calculating degrees of mis-prediction for
said plurality of predictive values Py, Py, - - -, P, from
predictive error signals Y1, Yz, - - -, Yy for the already
scanned picture elements to provide a calculation result;
and

means for selecting one from said plurality of de-
coded signals X1, X3, - - -, X, to provide the quantized
value X of said picture element x.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other features and advantages of this invention will
be apparent from the following detailed description of
preferred embodiments of this invention taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a 45° slant
screen image and the relationship between reference
picture elements and selected picture elements used to
determine mis-predictions occurring for different pre-
dictive error signals;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an adaptive predictive
encoding apparatus according to a first embodiment of
this invention;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a predictor 3a; used in
the first embodiment of the invention shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a predictor selection
circuit 5 used in the first embodiment of the invention
shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a delay circuit 212 used
in the predictor selection circuit 5 shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an adaptive predictive
encoding apparatus according to a second embodiment
of this invention;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a predictor 3a;’ used in
the second embodiment of the invention shown in FIG.
6;

FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an adaptive predictive
decoding apparatus according to a third embodiment of
this invention; and

FIG. 9 is a block diagram of an adaptive predictive
decoding apparatus according to a fourth embodiment
of this invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Prediction methods will be described with reference
to FIG. 1 showing the relationship between reference
picture elements and picture elements used in compar-
ing mis-predictions resulting from different error signals
produced using different predictive methods. In FIG. 1,
a 45°-slant screen image is shown, and a distance D
stands for a screen period (in this example, D=10 sam-
ples). Picture elements yi, y2, - - -, ys and picture ele-
ment x of quantized value X have the same phase-rela-
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tionship relative to their respective neighboring picture
elements on a two-dimensional screen-period pattern.

In a first predictive method (mode), the quantized
value X is predicted from quantized values A, B, C, D,
F and G of neighboring picture elements a, b, ¢, d, f, and
g to the picture element x, a quantized value y'1 of the
picture element y1 spaced from the picture element x by
the screen period in the scanning direction, and quan-
tized values Bj, C1, Dy, G1, and Hj of picture elements
by, c1, d1, g1 and h; which are neighbors of the picture
element yi.

In a second prediction method (mode), the quantized
value X is predicted from the quantized value A, B, C,
D, F and G of the picture elements a, b, ¢, d, fand g
which are neighbors of the picture element x, a quan-
tized values y'; of the picture element y; spaced from
the picture element x by the screen period in a slant
direction, and quantized values By, Ca, D2, G2 and Hj of
picture elements by, ¢z, d2, g2 and h which are neigh-
bors of the picture element y».

In a third prediction method (mode), the quantized
value X is predicted from quantized values Y's, Y's, - -
- Y',, of the picture elements y3, y4, - - - , Ym having the
same phase-relationship as the picture element x relative
to their respective neighboring picture elements.

Referring to FIG. 2 showing an adaptive predictive
encoding apparatus according to a first embodiment of
this invention, a terminal 1 is supplied with a binary
image signal which is produced by quantizing an image.
The binary signal having a quantized value X is supplied
to a line memory 24, and predictors 3ay, 3az, - - -, 3a,.
The line memory 2a delays the binary signal by one line
of the image, and more specifically, by H-6=7994 sam-
ples while representing one line of the image by
H=8000 samples. Line memories 2b1, 2b3, - - -, 2b delay
the binary signal X and obtain the output signals de-
layed by one line, two lines, - - -, 1 lines with respect to
the output signal of the line memory 24, respectively.

The predictors 3aj, 323, - - - , 3an, each of which is
composed of shift registers and a read-only-memory
(ROM), generate respective predictive values Py, Py, - -
- , Py at their output terminals in accordance with the
relationship shown in FIG. 1. Thus, predictors 3a1, 323,
- - -, 3a, generate the predictive values Py, Py, ---, P,
in prediction modes different from one another. For
example, three of the predictors can generate predictive
values in the first, second, and third prediction modes
described with reference to FIG. i.

The predictive values Py, Py, - - -, P are supplied to
exclusive OR circuits 4ai, 4a3, - - - , 4a,, which are
supplied with the quantized value X to provide at their
output terminals the predictive error signals Y, Y2, - -
-, Y, respectively. The predictive error signals Y, Y2,
- - -, Y, are supplied to a predictor selection circuit 5
and a selector 6. The predictor selection circuit 5 com-
pares the number of mis-predicted picture elemenis
included in each of the predictive error signals Yy, Y3,
- - -, Y, of, for example, the already scanned picture
elements a, b, ¢, d, f, g, i5 to i19 shown in FIG. 1, and
selects the predictive error signal(Y) having the least
number of the mis-predicted picture elements in the
already scanned picture elements to output it as a select-
ing signal M for selecting the predictive error signal for
the picture element now scanning.

The selector 6 selects the predictive error signal Y
from the predictive error signals Yy, Ya, - - -, Y, in
response to the selection signal M on a picture element-
to-picture element basis. The predictive error signal Y is
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encoded in an encoder 7 such as a conventional run-
length encoder to produce an output code C at an out-
put terminal 8.

Referring to FIG. 3 showing the predictor 3a) operat-
ing in the first prediction mode and used in the encoding
apparatus shown in FIG. 2, terminals 10 and 11 are
supplied with the non-delayed signal X and a one-line-
delayed signal from the line memory 2a, respectively.
The non-delayed signal X is delayed by 1 sample, 2
samples, and 9 to 11 samples in shift registers 122, 125
and 12¢ to provide the quantized values F, G, Hj, Y"1
and Gj for the picture elements f, g, hi, y: and g; of
FIG. 1, respectively.

The one-line-delayed signal, which is obtained from
the signal X by delaying (H-6)=7994 samples and ap-
plied to the terminal 11, is delayed by 4 samples in a shift
register 12d, and then further delayed by 1 to 4 samples
and 11 to 13 samples in shift registers 12¢, 12fand 12g to
provide the quantized values D, C, B, A, Dy, Cyand By
for the picture elements d, ¢, b, a, dj, ¢1 and b of FIG.
1, respectively.

The quantized values A, B, C, D, F, G, By, Cy, Dy,
Gi, Hy and Y’'1 are supplied to a read-only-memory
(ROM) 13 as address data to thereby provide the pre-
dictive values P at its output terminal 14.

Similarly, it is possible for the predictors 342 and 3a,
to operate in the second and third prediction modes
using shift registers and ROM’s.

In each of predictors 3a1, 3a; and 3a,, only one pic-
ture element having the same phase-relationship with its
neighboring picture elements as the picture element x
does with its neighboring picture elements is used as the
reference picture element. However, two or more pic-
ture elements having the same phase-relationship as the
picture element x can be employed as the reference
picture elements. For example, it is possible for a pre-
dictor to use the quantized values B, C, G, Y'y, Cy, Gy,
Y'2, Ca, G2, Y'3, C3 and Gs for the neighboring picture
elements b, ¢ and g to the picture element x, the picture
elements yi, y2, and y3 having the same phase-relation-
ship with the picture element x and neighboring picture
elements ¢y, g1, €2, 82, c3 and g3.

Referring to FIG. 4 showing the predictor selection
circuit 5, terminals 20a;, 20a3, - - - , 20a, are supplied
with the predictive error signals Y1, Y2, - - -, Yy, re-
spectively. The predictive error signal Y is delayed in
a delay circuit 21a; composed of line memories and shift
registers to produce the predictive error signals Yy,
Y12, Y13, Y, Y117, Yias, Yiieand Yigfor the picture
elements iy, iz, i3, 14, 117, 118, i19 and g of FIG. 1, which
are then supplied to a mis-prediction measuring circuit
2221 composed of a ROM, adder and register.

In the mis-prediction measuring circuit 22¢;, the sum
of the mis-prediction in the predictive error signals Yi;s
to Y119, Yia, Y16, Yie Yia, Yirand Yy for the already
scarined picture elements i5 to i9, a, b, ¢, d, f and g are
counted. More specifically stated, the sum of the mis-
prediction in the picture element now scanning is ob-
tained by adding the predictive error signals Y117, Yii18
and Yii19 to the sum of the mis-prediction for the previ-
ous picture element and then subtracting the predictive
error signals Y11, Y12, Yi;3 and Yy

Similarly, the predictive error signals Y3, ¥3,-==, Y,
are delayed in delay circuits 2143, 2143, - - - , 21a,, and
then supplied to mis-prediction measuring circuits 22as,
22a3, - - - , 22a,, in which the numbers of mis-predicted
picture elements are counted, respectively. The num-
bers of mis-predicted picture elements counied in the
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mis-prediction measuring circuits 22ay, 22a, - - -, 22ap
are supplied to a comparator 23, in which the numbers
of mis-predicted picture elements in the already scanned
picture elements is to iy9, a, b, ¢, d, f and g with respect
to the predictive error signals Yy, Y2, - - -, Y are com-
pared with one another to provide a selection signal M
for selecting the predictive error signal Y for the picture
element x now scanning.

In comparing the degrees of mis-prediction, it is pos-
sible to use weighting in accordance with the distance
to the picture element now scanning. Further, the range
of the predictive error signals to be compared with the
mis-predictions can be restricted to the picture elements
in the area corresponding to the size of the screen vicin-
ity of the picture element x.

Referring to FIG. 5 showing the delay circuit 2143,
terminal 20a; is supplied with the predictive error signal
Y. A one-line memory 30a) delays the predictive error
signal Y by (H-2)=7998 samples. One line memories
3051, 3052 and 3053 respectively delay their input signals
by one line to provide at their output terminals the
signals delayed by 1, 2 and 3 lines with respect to the
output signal of the one-line memory 30ai.

Shift registers 31a;, 31a;, 31a3 and 31a4 respectively
delays the signals by 1 to 7 and 4 to 7 samples to pro-
vide, at output terminals 32a; to 32ag, the predictive
error signals Yii1, Y1, Y13, Yiie, Y1a17, Y1as, Y1ag, Yig
for the picture elements 1y, iy, i3, i4, 117, 13, i19 and g of
FIG. 1.

Referring to FIG. 6, an adaptive predictive encoding
apparatus according to a second embodiment of this
invention is used for encoding a prediction state signal
in an encoder 7'. The prediction state signal is used for
classifying the predictive error signals in accordance
with prediction hitting ratios which are previously ob-
tained statistically with respect to the respective refer-
ence picture elements. In the case where, for example,
two prediction states are assumed, the patterns are clas-
sified into one having the prediction hitting ratio more
than 0.95 and other into those having a lower prediction
hitting ratio. In FIG. 6, the prediction state signals Si,
Sy, - - - Spand the predictive values Py, P3, - - -, P, are
obtained from predictors 3ay’, 3a2', - - -, 3a,’ each com-
posed of shift registers and ROM’s. As shown in FIG. 7,
the predictor 3a’ is identical to the predictor 3a; shown
in FIG. 3 except that a ROM 13’ for generating the
prediction state signal S is added.

Selector 6’ selects the prediction state signal S and the
predictive error signal Y. The selected predictive error
signal Y and prediction state signal S are encoded in the
encoder 7'. The run-length encoding for the predictive
error signal and prediction state signal is disclosed, for
example, in the Japanese Patent Disclosure No.
55-41080.

Referring to FIG. 8, an adaptive predictive decoding
apparatus according to a third embodiment of this in-
vention is used for decoding the code which has been
encoded by the encoding apparatus shown in FIG. 2. In
FIG. 8, the constructual elements having the same ref-
erence numerals as those in FIG. 2 are identical.

The encoded code supplied to an input terminal 40 is
decoded in a decoder 41 to produce a predictive error
signal Y. The predictive error signal Y is supplied to the
exclusive OR circuits 4ay, 4a, . . . , 4a, which are sup-
plied with predictive values Py, Py, - - -, P, from the
predictors 3ay, 3a, - - -, 3a, to produce decoded signals
X1, X3, - - -, Xj. The selector 6 selects one from the
decoded signals X, X3, - - -, X as the decoded signal
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: 6
X in response to the selective signal from the predictor
selection circuit 5. An exclusive OR circuit 42 generates
the predictive error signals Yy, Y2, - - -, Y, from the
predictive values Py, Py, - - -, P,and the decoded signal
X and supplies it to the predictor selection circuit 5.

Referring to FIG. 9, an adaptive predictive decoding
apparatus according to a fourth embodiment of this
invention is used for decoding the code which is en-
coded by the encoding apparatus shown in FIG. 6, and
is identical to the decoding apparatus shown in FIG. 8
except that a decoder 41’ decodes the predictive error
signal by using the prediction state signal. The predic-
tors 3ay’, 3a7/, - - -, 3a,’ and the selector 6’ are identical
to the corresponding predictors and selector of the
FIG. 6 embodiment.

As described above in detail, according to this inven-
tion, one of a plurality of predictive values obtained by
a plurality of predictors is selected in response to a
comparison of mis-predictions in the predictive error
signals for the already scanned picture elements, to
thereby provide a high prediction effect and make it
possible to use an MH encoder because the prediction
mode code representative of the selected prediction
mode is not used.

What is claimed is:

1. An adaptive predictive encoding apparatus com-

prising:
means for generating a plurality of predictive values
Py, Py, - - -, P, with respect to a quantized value X

of a picture element x from quantized values of
neighboring picture elements to said picture ele-
ment x, a plurality of picture elements Yy, Y, - - -
, Y, having the same phase relationship as said
picture element x to their corresponding neighbor-
ing picture elements on a two-dimensional screen-
period pattern, and the neighboring picture ele-
ments to said plurality of picture elements Y1, Y3, -
~=s¥n .

means for obtaining predictive error signals Y1, Ya, -
- -, Y from said quantized value X and said plural-
ity of predictive values Py, P2, - - -, Py;

means for comparing the mis-predictions obtained
from said predictive error signals for the already
scanned picture elements to provide a comparison
result;

means for generating a selection signal in response to
said comparison result;

means for selecting one from said plurality of predic-
tive error signals Yy, Ya, - - -, Y, to provide a
predictive error signal Y in response to said selec-
tion signal; and

means for encoding said predictive error signal Y to
produce an encoded signal;

wherein said means for generating a plurality of pre-
dictive values Py, Py, - - -, P, comprises,

a plurality of series connected one line memories (24,
2b, - - -, 2by), including a first memory receiving
said quantized value x;

a plurality or predictors (3ajy, - - -, 3a,), each predic-
tor having a plurality of inputs and producing a
different predictive value (Py, P, - - -, P,) accord-
ing to a different predictive method, one input to
each predictor receiving said quantized value X,
the remaining inputs to each of said predictors
being connected to the outputs of selected ones of
said series connected one line memories.

2. The adaptive predictive encoding apparatus as

claimed in claim 1, wherein each of said predictors
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comprises a plurality of shift registers and at least one

read only memory connected to the outputs of selected

ones of said plurality of shift registers.
3. The adaptive predictive encoding apparatus as
claimed in claim 1, wherein each of said predictors
comprises a plurality of shift registers and first and
second read only memories connected to the outputs of
selected ones of said plurality of shift registers, the out-
put of said first read only memory being a predictive
value P, the output of said second read only memory
being a prediction state signal S, to thereby produce a
plurality of prediction state signals Sy, Sz, - - -, Spin
addition to said plurality of predictive values Py, Py, - -
-, Pn
4. The adaptive predictive encoding apparatus as
claimed in claim 3, wherein said means for selecting one
from said plurality of predictive error signals Y1, Y3, - -
-, Y, further includes means for selecting one from said
plurality of prediction state signals Sy, Sz, - - -, Sy to
provide a prediction state signal S in response to said
selection signal, and wherein said encoding means fur-
ther includes means for encoding said selected predic-
tion state signal S.
5. An adaptive predictive encoding apparatus com-
prising:
means for generating a plurality of predictive values
Py, Py, - - -, P, with respect to a quantized value X
of a picture elemeni x from quantized values of
neighboring picture elements to said picture ele-
ment X, a plurality of picture elements yj, y2, - - -,
vx having the same phase relationship as said pic-
ture element x to their corresponding neighboring
picture elements on a two-dimensional screen-
period paitern, and the neighboring picture ele-
ments to said plurality of picture elements yi, y2, -
- ¥Yn

means for obtaining predictive error signals Y}, Y, -
- -, Y, from said quantized value X and said plural-
ity of predictive values Py, Py, - - -, Ppy;

means for comparing the mis-predictions obtained

from said predictive error signals for the already
scanned picture elements to provide a comparison
resuli;

means for generating a selection signal in response to

said comparison result;

means for selecting one from said plurality of predic-

tive error signals Y3, Y3, - - -, Y, to provide a
predictive error signal Y in response to said selec-
tion signal; and

means for encoding said predictive error signal Y to

produce an encoded signal;

wherein said comparing means and said selection

signal generating means comprises a plurality of
delay circuits each receiving a different one of said
predictive error signals Y3, Yo, - - -, Y, a plurality
of mis-prediction measuring circuits, a mis-predic-
tion measuring circuit being connected to the out-
put of each of said delay circuits, and a comparator
means for comparing the outpuis from said mis-
prediction measuring circuits, said comparator
means producing at its output the selection signal
indicating which of the predictive error signals
produced the least number of mis-predictions.

6. The adaptive predictive encoding apparatus as
claimed in claim 5, wherein each of said delay circuits
comprises a plurality of series connected one line mem-
ories and a plurality of shift registers, a shift register
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8
being connected to the output of each of said one line
memories.
7. An adaptive predictive decoding apparatus for
decoding an encoded signal which is produced by en-
coding a predictive error signal Y, which is obtained by
selecting one from a plurality of predictive error signals
Y1, Y3, - - -, Y, which are obtained from a quantized
value X of a picture element x and a plurality of predic-
tive values Py, Py, - - -, P, with respect to said value X,
said decoding apparatus comprising:
means for decoding said encoded signal to produce
said predictive error signal Y;

means for obtaining a plurality of decoded signals X,
X3, - - -, X, from said predictive error signal Y and
a plurality of predictive values Py, Pp, - - -, Py;

means for generating said predictive values Py, Py, - -
-, P, from a neighboring picture element to said
picture element x, a plurality of picture elements
Y1, ¥2, - - = , Yn having the same phase-relationship
as said picture element x to their corresponding
neighboring picture elements on a two-dimensional
screen-period pattern, and neighboring picture
elements to said plurality of picture elements y1, y2,

===y ¥nm
means for obtaining a plurality of predictive error
signals Y, Y3, - - -, Y, from said quantized value X

and said plurality of predictive values Py, Py, - - -,
Pp;

means for calculating the mis-predictions obtained for
said plurality of predictive values Py, P2, -- -, P,
from predictive error signals Y1, Yz, -- -, Y, for the
already scanned picture elements to provide a cal-
culation result; and

means for selecting one from said plurality of de-
coded signals X3, X3, - - - , X, to provide the quan-
tized value X of said picture element x;

wherein said means for generating a plurality of pre-
dictive values Py, Py, - - - , P, comprises,

a plurality of series connected one line memories (24,
2b, - - -, 2b)), including a first memory receiving
said quantized value X,

a plurality of predictors {3ay, - - - , 3a»), each predic-
tor having a plurality of inputs and producing a
different predictive value (Py, Py, - - -, P;) accord-
ing to a different predictive method, one input to
each of said predictors receiving said quantized
value X, the remaining inputs to each of said pre-
dictors being connected to the outputs of selected
ones of said series connected one line memories.

8. An adaptive predictive decoding apparatus as
claimed in claim 7, wherein said means for generating
said predictive values Py, Py, - - - , P, further includes
means for generating a plurality of prediction state sig-
nalS Sls SZa ] Slb

said selecting means further including means for se-
lecting one of said plurality of prediction state
signals Sy, Sz, - - -, Sp.

9. The adaptive predictive decoding apparatus as
claimed in claim 7, wherein each of said predictors
comprises a plurality of shift registers and at least one
read only memory connected to the outputs of selected
ones of said plurality of shift registers.

10. The adaptive predictive decoding apparatus as
claimed in claim 7, wherein each of said predictors
comprises a plurality of shift registers and first and
second read only memories connected to the outputs of
selected ones of said plurality of shift registers, the out-
put of said first read only memory being a predictive
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value P, the output of said second read only memory
being a prediction state signal S, to thereby produce a
plurality of prediction state signals Sy, Sp, - - -, Sy in
addition to said plurality of predictive values Py, Py, - -
-, Pp.
11. An adaptive predictive decoding apparatus for
decoding an encoded signal which is produced by en-
coding a predictive error signal Y, which is obtained by
selecting one from a plurality of predictive error signals
Y1, Y, - - -, Y, which are obtained from a quantized
value X of a picture element x and a plurality of predic-
tive values Py, Py, - - -, P, with respect to said value X,
said decoding apparatus comprising:
means for decoding said encoded signal to produce
said predictive error signal Y;

means for obtaining a plurality of decoded signals X,
X3, - - - , Xp from said predictive error signal Y and
a plurality of predictive values Py, Py, - - -, Py;

means for generating said predictive values Py, P, - -
-, P, from a neighboring picture element to said
picture element x, a plurality of picture elements
Y1, ¥2, - - - , ¥ having the same phase-relationship
as said picture element x to their corresponding
neighboring picture elements on a two-dimensional
screen-period pattern, and neighboring picture
elements to said plurality of picture elements yy, y2,
I £ H

means for obtaining a plurality of predictive error
signals Y1, Y2, - - -, Y, from said quantized value X
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and said plurality of predictive values Py, Py, - - -,
ny
means for calculating the mis-predictions obtained for
said plurality of predictive values Py, P2, - - -, Py
from predictive error signals Y1, Yz, - - -, Y, for the
already scanned picture elements to provide a cal-
culation result; and
means for selecting one from said plurality of de-
coded signals X, X3, - - -, X, to provide the quan-
tized value X of said picture element x;
wherein said calculating means and said selection
signal generating means comprises a plurality of
delay circuits each receiving a different one of said
predictive error signals Y1, Yy, - - -, Yp, a plurality
of mis-prediction measuring circuits, a mis-predic-
tion measuring circuit being connected to the out-
put of each of said delay circuits, and a comparator
means for comparing the outputs from said mis-
prediction measuring circuits, said comparator
means producing at its output the selection signal
for selecting the one from the plurality of decoded
signals Xj, Xy, - - -, X
12. The adaptive predictive decoding apparatus as
claimed in claim 11, wherein each of said delay circuits
comprises a plurality of series connected one line mem-
ories and a plurality of shift registers, a shift register
being connected to the output of each of said one line

memories.
* *® * * *





