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MasterCard and 7-Eleven Launch NFC
Trial

During the trial, participating consumers will download a contactless-payment
application to their mobile phones, enabling them to use the phones just as they
would NFC-enabled contactless payment cards.

Published: November 7,2006 Author: Mary Catherine O'Connor

MasterCard is recruiting customers of 7-Eleven’s Speak Out mobile-phone service for a trial that lets them
download a contactless-payment application allowing their phone to function as a PayPass-enabled
MasterCard credit card. As participants join the trial—some have joined already—they will each receive a
Nokia 3220 mobile phone, along with instructions on how to configure the phone for contactless
payments.

Once the phone is set up, the participant can use it to make purchases at any of the 32,000 merchant
locations worldwide that accept MasterCard’s PayPass RFID-enabled payments. MasterCard is seeking
participants from all over the world, though many will be based in Dallas, home to 7-Eleven’s corporate
headquarters and technology partners, including Nokia’s U.S. center.

https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/ 1/5

Samsung Ex. 1050, Page 1 of 5


https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/&text=MasterCard%20and%207-Eleven%20Launch%20NFC%20Trial&via=YourTwitterHandle
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/&text=MasterCard%20and%207-Eleven%20Launch%20NFC%20Trial&via=YourTwitterHandle
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/&text=MasterCard%20and%207-Eleven%20Launch%20NFC%20Trial&via=YourTwitterHandle
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/&text=MasterCard%20and%207-Eleven%20Launch%20NFC%20Trial&via=YourTwitterHandle
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/&title=MasterCard%20and%207-Eleven%20Launch%20NFC%20Trial
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/&title=MasterCard%20and%207-Eleven%20Launch%20NFC%20Trial
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/&title=MasterCard%20and%207-Eleven%20Launch%20NFC%20Trial
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/&title=MasterCard%20and%207-Eleven%20Launch%20NFC%20Trial
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=&su=Check%20out%20this%20article&body=Check%20out%20this%20article:%0A%0Ahttps://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=&su=Check%20out%20this%20article&body=Check%20out%20this%20article:%0A%0Ahttps://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=&su=Check%20out%20this%20article&body=Check%20out%20this%20article:%0A%0Ahttps://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=&su=Check%20out%20this%20article&body=Check%20out%20this%20article:%0A%0Ahttps://www.rfidjournal.com/news/mastercard-and-7-eleven-launch-nfc-trial/80201/
http://www.mastercard.com/
http://www.mastercard.com/
http://www.7-eleven.com/products/product_detail.asp?catalog%5Fname=7ElevenNew&category%5Fname=Cash+%26+Communication&subcategory%5Fname=Cash+%26+Communication&product%5Fid=1012&thumb=1
http://www.7-eleven.com/products/product_detail.asp?catalog%5Fname=7ElevenNew&category%5Fname=Cash+%26+Communication&subcategory%5Fname=Cash+%26+Communication&product%5Fid=1012&thumb=1
https://mbe2stl101.mastercard.net/hsm2stl101/public/login/ebusiness/mobile_commerce/paypass/index.jsp
https://mbe2stl101.mastercard.net/hsm2stl101/public/login/ebusiness/mobile_commerce/paypass/index.jsp
http://www.nokia.com/
http://www.nokia.com/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/merck-to-supply-20m-in-rfid-tags-in-usda-program/224037/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/merck-to-supply-20m-in-rfid-tags-in-usda-program/224037/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/expert-views/rfid-in-motion-how-smart-tags-accelerate-workflows/224004/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/expert-views/rfid-in-motion-how-smart-tags-accelerate-workflows/224004/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/editors-views/obituary-for-claire-swedberg-1963-2025-rfidjournal-com-reporter/224026/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/editors-views/obituary-for-claire-swedberg-1963-2025-rfidjournal-com-reporter/224026/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/clarity-rebranded-as-clarityrfid/224020/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/clarity-rebranded-as-clarityrfid/224020/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/fabletics-expands-greyoranges-gstore-in-store-inventory-management-program/224016/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/fabletics-expands-greyoranges-gstore-in-store-inventory-management-program/224016/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/rfid-case-study-tradebeyond-enables-digital-transformation-for-dfi-retail-group/224012/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/news/rfid-case-study-tradebeyond-enables-digital-transformation-for-dfi-retail-group/224012/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/expert-views/rfids-expanding-role-in-oncology-medication-management-a-new-era-of-precision-safety-and-efficiency/224007/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/expert-views/rfids-expanding-role-in-oncology-medication-management-a-new-era-of-precision-safety-and-efficiency/224007/
https://www.facebook.com/RFIDJrnl
https://www.facebook.com/RFIDJrnl
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rfid-journal/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rfid-journal/
https://twitter.com/rfidjournal
https://twitter.com/rfidjournal
https://www.youtube.com/user/RFIDJournal/featured
https://www.youtube.com/user/RFIDJournal/featured
https://emeraldx.com/?__hstc=178616251.f2c2ce6496222b438111860cc6b2059e.1757621807181.1757621807181.1757621807181.1&__hssc=178616251.1.1757621807182&__hsfp=5555856
https://emeraldx.com/?__hstc=178616251.f2c2ce6496222b438111860cc6b2059e.1757621807181.1757621807181.1757621807181.1&__hssc=178616251.1.1757621807182&__hsfp=5555856
https://www.rfidjournal.com/advertise
https://www.rfidjournal.com/advertise
https://rfidjournallive.com/?__hstc=178616251.f2c2ce6496222b438111860cc6b2059e.1757621807181.1757621807181.1757621807181.1&__hssc=178616251.1.1757621807182&__hsfp=5555856
https://rfidjournallive.com/?__hstc=178616251.f2c2ce6496222b438111860cc6b2059e.1757621807181.1757621807181.1757621807181.1&__hssc=178616251.1.1757621807182&__hsfp=5555856
https://www.rfidjournal.com/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/
https://www.rfidjournal.com/

9/11/25, 1:16 PM MasterCard and 7-Eleven Launch NFC Trial - RFID JOURNAL
When functioning as electronic-payment devices, the Nokia 3220 mobile phones used for the trial employ
near-field communication (NFC), a high-frequency RFID protocol for mobile electronic devices. The
technology has been in development for a number of years, and the industry association NFC Forum has
established standards for how NFC tags and readers share data. Early technology trials in Europe and the
United States proved that consumers are interested in using NFC-enabled phones to make purchases, as
well as for multimedia applications.

For this new trial, MasterCard is working with Giesecke_& Devrient, a German firm that develops secure
platforms for electronic transactions. The goal is to test the effectiveness of Giesecke & Devrient’s over-
the-air NFC account-payment configurations solution, designed to enable consumers to dial up a specified
phone number and quickly link a payment account, such as a credit- or debit-card account, to an NFC-
enabled phone. This allows them to use the phone just as they would use an RFID-enabled payment card.
To get previous NFC technology trials up and running, project architects configured the payment accounts
on behalf of the testers. While this approach made the pilots easy to deploy, it is not one that could scale
to a mainstream deployment with thousands or millions of participants.

Get the latest industry news and content
delivered directly to your inbox each week!

In a report released last spring (see NFC Is Appealing But Lacks Infrastructure), market-research firm ABI
Research pointed to the lack of a streamlined approach to NFC phone-payment initiation as one of the
hurdles to wide NFC adoption. In that report, ABI also suggested that support from mobile virtual network
operators (MVNOs), which resell wireless services using the network of a mobile-phone operator, could
help spur wider deployment of NFC-enabled phones.

MasterCard is working with 7-Eleven to gather the 500 pilot participants it seeks, all of whom will be users
of Speak Out, 7-Eleven's prepaid cell-phone service. Speak Out is an MVNO that is managed, on behalf of 7-
Eleven, by Ztar, a Dallas-based mobile virtual network enabler that also administers other similar branded
prepaid cell-phone services.

Despite the success of the first NFC trials, such as one conducted in Atlanta last year (see NFC Scores
High at Atlanta Arena), the wireless telecommunications industry has yet to throw its weight behind NFC
en masse. If the results of the six-month Speak Out trial are positive, mobile-phone operators may spark
the demand for NFC-enabled phones that will put them into the hands of millions of U.S. consumers,
according to a new report ABI Research issued last week.

“If a mobile operator puts NFC capabilities into the specifications for handsets it wants to buy, then there
will be more than enough handset manufacturers to fulfill those orders. But if the operators don’t want to
buy NFC-enabled phones, those phones won't get into the hands of the public,” says Jonathon Collins,
senior analyst with ABI Research.

In addition to making sure NFC phones are easy for consumers to configure and utilize, some mobile
operators are also waiting for NFC-enabled handsets utilizing the CDMA network to hit the market. At
present, only prototypes of such phones exist. Speak Out’s network uses GSM technology, but half of major
U.S. mobile-phone operators use CDMA. It's a chicken-and-egg scenario, with handset manufacturers
looking for demand from CDMA mobile-phone operators to increase before they'll introduce NFC-enabled
CDMA phones to the market.
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