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algorisme < Old French < Medieval Latin algorismus, after Muhammad
ibn-Musa al-Knwarizmi.| —al’gosris’mic (-riz/ mik) adj.
al-go-rithm (al’gs-rit'am) n. A finite set of unambiguous instruc-
tions that, given some set of initial conditions, can be performed in a
prescribed sequence to achieve a certain goal and that has a recognizable
sét of end conditions. [Variant (probably influenced by ARITHMETIC)
of aLgorism.] —al’gosrith/mic (-rith’mik) adj. —al’go-rith/mi-cal.
ly adv.

+WORD HISTORY Because of its popularity over the last century, one
might figure algorithm for a new coinage. The source of aigorithm, how-
ever, is not Silicon Valley but Khwarizm, a region near the Aral Sea in
south-central Asia and the birthplace of the ninth-century mathemati-

cian Muhammad ibn-Musa al-Khwarizmi (7802-850?). Al-Khwarizmi, _

“the Khwarizmian," who later lived in Baghdad, wrote a treatise on what
is called algorism, or the use of Arabic numerals for mathematical com-
putation. Despite the name by which the Arabic numerals are known in
Europe, these symbols, as well as the methods for using them, were actu-
ally developed in ancient India. Europeans learned to use the numerals,
however, through treatises written in Arabic by mathematicians working
in the Muslim world. Algorism, the English word for computation with
Arabic numerals, is derived from Al-Khwarizmi’s name. The word al-
gorithm originated as a variant spelling of algorism, probably under the
influence of the word arithmetic or its Greek source arithmos, "number”
With the development of sophisticated mechanical computing devices
in the 20th century, algorithm was adopted as o convenient word for a
recursive mathematical procedure, the computer's stock-in-trade. In its
new life as.a computer term, algorithm, no longer a variant of algorism,
nevertheless reminds us of the debt that modern technology owes te the
scientists and scholars of ancient and medieval times.

al-gor mor-tis (ilfgor mér’tis) n. The cooling of the body that follows
death. [Latin algor, coolness + Latin mortis, genitive of mors, death.]
Al.gren (al/grin), Nelson 1909-1981. American writer noted for his
novels about the pride and longings of impoverished people, including
The Man with the Golden Arm (1949).

Al-ham-bra (il-him’brs, il-am’bri) A citadel and palace on a hill
overlooking Granada, Spain. Built by Moorish kings in the 12th and 13th
centuries, the Alhambra is the finest example of Moorish architecture
in Spain.

Al-haz.en (il-hiz’on) See Ibn al-Haytham.

Al (i-1¢f) Full name Ali ibn Abi Talib. 6002-661. Muslim caliph (656~
661) whose reign was marked by the division of Islam into Sunni and
Shiite sects. This schism intensified after his assassination by members
of a third Muslim sect.

Ali, Muhammad Originally Cassius Marcellus Clay (kia). Born
1942, American prizefighter who won the world heavyweight title in 1964,
but was stripped of his tille and banned from competing (1967-1970) asa
result of his refusal to be inducted into the army during the Vietnam War.
He later regained the title two more times (1974, 1978).

A.li.dk.mon (il-yik’mén, d'lé-ik’-) A river, about 320 km (200 mi)
long, of northern Greece. It is the longest river in the country.

a-li-as (a’le-as, alfyas) n. 1. An assumed name: The swindler worked
under various aliases. 2. Computers An alternate name or address, es-
pecially an e-mail address that forwards incoming e-mail to another ad-
dress, 3. Electronics A false signal in telecommunication links from beats
between signal frequencyand sampling frequency. % adv. Also known as;
otherwise: Johnson, alias Johns. [Latin alids, otherwise, at another time <
feminine accusative pl. of alius, other; see al-!in App. 1.]

asli-as-ing (a/le-a-sing, al'ys-) n. 1. Visible or audible distortion in-
troduced into digital information, such as images or audio signals, caused
when a continuous line or transition is not smoothly captured or repre-
sented because of the low resolution or sampling rate of a digital medium.
2. The appearance of jagged distortions in curves and diagonal lines in
computer graphics. '
A.li Ba-ba (il bi’bs, 4l’€) n. A poor woodcutter in the Arabian
Nights who gains entrance to the treasure cave of the 40 thieves by saying
the magic words "Open, Sesame!”

al-i-bi (il?a-bi*) n., pl. -bis 1. Law a. A form of defense whereby a
defendant attempts to prove that he ar she was elsewhere when the crime
in question was commitied. b. The fact of having been elsewhere when
a crime in question was committed. 2. An explanation offered to avoid
blame or justify action; an excuse. % v. -bied, -bi-ing, -bis —intr. To
make an excuse for oneself. —tr. To makean excuse for {another). [Latin,
elsewhere < alius, other (on the model of ibi, there); see al-1 in App. L]
al-i-ble (al/s>-bal) adj. Having nutrients; nourishing. [Latin alibilis <
alere, to nourish; see al-2 in App. 1.]

Al.i.can.te (il'i-kin’ts, d'le-kin’t8) A city of southeast Spain on the
Mediterranean Sea south of Valencia. It is a port and tourist center.
Al.ice-in-Won.der.land (il’is-in-wiin/dar-lind’) adj. Tllusory;
unreal: “One wonders if historians . .. are caught up in an Alice-in-
Wonderland world of their own making” (Zara Steiner). [Short for Alices
Adventures in Wonderland, fantasy novel by Lewis Carroll.]

Al-ice Springs (ilfis) A town of central Australia south-southeast of
Darwin, The largest community in the large, sparsely populated central
region of the continent, Alice Springs developed around a telegraph sta-
tion that was established in 1871.

al-i-cy-clic (il'i-sik/Iik, -si?klik) adj. Of or relating to organic com-
pounds having both aliphatic and cyclic characteristics or structures.
[atilprATIC) + CYoLIc]

a.|°i°'dade (@lfi-dad’) also al-isdad (-d4d’) n. 1. An indicator or a
sighting apparatus on a plane table, used in angular measurement. 2. A

topographic surveying and mapping instrument used for determining
directions, consisting of i telescope and attached parts, [French < Medi-
eval Latin alidada, sighting rod < Arabic al-‘idada, the revolving radius
of a circle : al-, the + ‘iddda, revolving radius (alternate form of adud,
humerus < adada, to lop, cut (trees); see %d in App. 11).]

a:li-en (@’le-an, alfysn) adj. 1. Owing political allegiance to another
country or government; foreign: alien residents. 2. Belonging to, char-
acteristic of, or constituting another and very different place, society, or
person; strange. See Synonyms at foreign. 3. Dissimilar, inconsistent,
or opposed, as in nature: emotions alien to her temperament. % n. Law 1.
An unnaturalized foreign resident of a country. Also called noncitizen. 2.
A person from another and very different family, people, or place. 3. A
person who is not included in a group: an outsider, 4, A creature from
outer space: science fiction about an invasion of aliens, 5. Ecology An
organism, especially a plant or animal, that occurs in or is naturalized in
a region to which it is not native. % tr.. -ened, -en-ing, -ens Law To
transfer (property) to-another; alienate, [Middle English < Old French <
Latin aliénus < alius, other; see al- in App. L]

al-ien.a.ble (il/ys-na-bal, 3’1é-3-) adj. Transferrable to the ownership
of another. —al’ien.a.bil’i-ty n. .

al-ien-age (al’ys-nij, a1é-0-) n. The official status of an alien. Also
called alienism.

al.ien-ate (alfys-nat’, a’lé-2-) tr.v. -at-ed, -at=ing, -ates 1. To cause
to become unfriendly or hostile; estrange: alienate a friend; alienate po-
tential supporters by taking extreme positions. 2. To cause to become with-
drawn or unresponsive; isolate or dissociate emotionally: The numbing
labor tended to alicnate workers. 3. To cause to be transferred; turn away:
“He succeeded . . . in alienating the affections of my only ward” (Oscar
Wilde). 4. Law To transfer (property or 4 right) to the ownership of an-
other, especially by an act of the owner rather than by inheritance. [Latin
alignare, aliéndt- < Latin aliénus, alien; see arten.] —alfien-a’tor u.
al-ien.a-tion (al’ys-na’shan, é’lé-a-) n. 1. The act of alienating or the
condition of being alienated: estrangement: Alcoholism uften leads to the
alienation of family and friends. 2. Emotional isolation or dissociation. 3.
Law The act of transferring praperty or title to it to another.
alienation of affection ». Law An action brought against a third
party who has caused one of the spouses of a marriage to lose affection
for the other.

al.ien.ee (il’y>-né’, a'lé-a-) n. One to whom or to which ownership
of property is transferred.

al-ien.ism (il*ya-niz’om, a’le->-) n. See alienage.

al-ien-ist (al’ya-nist, i*lé-a-) m. A physician who evaluates the com-
petence of defendants to'stand trial. (Obsolete French aligniste, psychia-
trist : absolete French aliénd, mentally ill (< past participle of aliéner, to
estrange, make hostile, deprive of reason < Old French < Latin aligndre,
to deprive of reason; see ALIENATE) + French -iste, -ist (< Old French;
see —IsT).]

al-ien.or (al’ya-nor/, a’1e-3-) n. One that transfers ownership of prop-
erty to another. '

al.i-es-ter.ase (al’e-&s’to-ras’, -riz’) n. An enzyme contributing
to ester-link hydrolysis, particularly in aliphatic esters. [ALI{PHATIC) +
ESTERASE. ]

a-li-form (a’la-form’, l/5-) adj. Biology Shaped like a wing; alar.
|Latin dla, wing + ~FORM.]

a.light? (a-lit?) intrv. a.lightsed or adlit (a-lith), a-light-ing, a-
lights 1. To come down and settle, as after flight: "A swarm of black
birds flew across the road and alighted in a pecan tree” (Ernest ). Gaines).
2. To get down, &s from a vehicle; dismount: The queen alighted from the
carriage. 3. To come by chance: alight on a happy solution. [Middle Eng-
lish alighten < Old English alihtan : -, intensive pref. + [ihtan, to relieve
of a burden (< liht, light; see Liut?).]

alight? (5-1i) adj. 1. Burning; lighted: The discarded match was still
alight. 2. Wuminated: The sky was alight with millions of stars. [Middle
English, past participle of alighten, to set on fire < Old English alihtan,
to illuminate : G-, intensive pref. + lfitan, to shine (< léoht, a light; see
LiGHT!).] —a.light’ adv.

a-lign (a-lin?) v. a-ligned, a-lign-ing, a-ligns —t=. 1. To arrange in
a line or so as to be parallel: align the taps of a row of pictures; aligned
the car with the curb: 2. To adjust (parts of a mechanism, for example)
to produce a proper relationship or orientation: aligning the wheels of n
truck. 3. To ally (oneself, for example} with one side of an argument or
cause: aligned themselves with the free traders. —intr. 1, To adhere to a
prescribed course of action. 2. To move or be adjusted into proper rela-
tionship or orientation. [French afigner < Old French : a-, to (< Latin ad-;
see AD=) + ligne, line (< Latin linea; see Ling').| —aslign’er n.
a-lign-ment (a-lin’mant) n. 1. Arrangement or position ina straight
line or in parallel lines. 2a. The process of adjusting parts so that they
are in proper relative position: A set of gears needs periodic alignment. b.
‘The condition of having parts so adjusted: Binocular lenses that are out
of alignment will yield a double image. 3. A ground plan: Blueprints for
the building included an aligmment and a profile. 4, The act of aligning or
the condition of being aligned. 5. An arrangement or alliance of groups:
a new alignment of factions in the party. 6. Sports a. An arrangement or
positioning of players: a defensive alignment. b. The grouping or posi-
tioning of teams, as in a conference or league.

a.li’i (i-1e78) n., pl. ali'i A member of the hereditary ruling class of tra-
ditional Hawaiian society. [Hawaiian ali‘i < Proto-Polynesian *ariki]
a-like (a.1ik?) adj. Having close resemblance; similar: Friends are gener-
ally alike in background and tastes. % adv. In the same manner or to the
same degree: They dress and walk alike. [Middle English afich (influenced
by Old Norse alikr), blend of ilich (< Old English gelic) and anlich (< Old
English enlic); see lik- in App. 1.] —a-like’ness n.
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Dar-win-ism (dirfwi-niz’am) n. A theory of biological evolution
developed by Charles Darwin and others, stating that all species of or-
ganisms have developed from other species, primarily through natural
selection. Also called Darivinian theory. —Darfwinsist n. —Dar’win-
istic adj.

dash? (dish) v. dashed, dash.ing, dash-es —intr. 1, To move with
haste; rush: dashed into the room; dashed down the hall. 2. To strike
vialently; smash: waves dashing on the rocks. —tr. 1a. To break or smash
by striking violently: The ship was dashed upon the rocks. b. To hurl,
knock, or thrust with sudden violence: dasled the cup against the wall, c.
To remove by striking or wiping: dash fears from ones face. 2. To splash;
bespatter: dash water on one’s face. 3a. To write hastily. Often used with
off: dashed off @ nate to the dean, b. To drink hastily. Often used with
down: dashed down a glass of milk. 4a. To add an enlivening or altering
element to: a speech dashed with huntor, b To affect by adding another
element or ingredient to: ice eream that was dashed with rum, 5a. To
destroy or wreck: Our hopes were dashed by the news. See Synonyms at
blast. b. To discourage or dispirit: “This discouraging information a little
dashed the child” (Charles Dickens). % . 1. A swift, violent blow or
stroke: knocked the books to the floor with an impatient dash of his hand.
2a. A splash: threw a dash of water on my face. b. A small amount of an
added ingredient: a dash of sherry. 3. A quick stroke, as with a pencil or
brush. 4. A sudden movement; a rush: made a dash for the exit. 5. Sports
A footrace, usually less than a quarter-mile long, run at top speed from
the outset, 6. A spirited quality in action or style; verve, See Synonyms
at vigor. 7. Either of two symbols, an emdash or an endash, used in
writing and in printing. 8. In Morse and similar codes, the long sound or
signal used in combination with the dot and silent intervals to represent
letters or numbers, 9. A dashboard. [Middle English dashen, probably of
Scandinavian origin; akin to Danish daske, to beat.]

dash? (dish) t.v. dashed, dash«ing, dash.es To damn. [Alteration
of DAMN.]

dash.board (dish’bérd’) n. 1. A panel under the windshield of a
vehicle, containing indicator dials, compartments, and sometimes con-
trol instruments. 2. A user interface on a computer display that presents
constantly updated information, such as processing speed, in a format
that resembles the dashboard of a vehicle.

da-sheen (di-shén’) n. Caribbean 1. A variety of taro having large
yellowish tubers. 2. The tuber of this plant. [Antillean English Creole <
Antillean French Creole (Martinique) dachine < French (chou) de Chine,
literally, (cabbage) from China (from the fact that the taro species Colo-
casia esculenta originates in Asia).]

dash.er (dish’sr) n. 1. One that dashes, especially the plunger of an ice-
cream freezer. 2. The ledge along the top of the boards of an ice rink.
da-shi (di’shé) n. A clear soup stock, usually with a fish or vegetable
base. [Japanese, broth.]

da.shi-ki (ds-shé’ke) also daisshi«ki (di-) n., pl. -Kis A loose, brightly
colored garment worn especially in West Africa. [Yoruba dasstki < Hausa
ddn ciki.]

dash.ing (dish’ing) adj. 1. Audacious and gallant; spirited: a dasling
young actor. 2. Marked by showy elegance; splendid: a dashing sporis car.
—dash’ing-ly adv.

dash-.pot (dish?pst’) n. A device consisting of a piston that moves
within a cylinder containing oil, used to dampen and control motion.
Dasht-e-Ka.vir (disht’e-ko-vir/, disht/é-ki-virf) A salt desert of
north-central Iran southeast of the Elburz Mountains.

Dasht-e-Lut (disht’é-loot’) A sand and stone desert of eastern Iran
extending southward from the Dasht-e-Kavir.

da Sil.va (di sil’ve), Luiz Inacio Lula See Lula.

das.sie (d3s’e) n. See hyrax. [Afrikaans, diminutive of das, badger <
Middle Dutch; see teks- in App. L]

das.tard (dis’tord) n. A sneaking, malicious coward. [Middle English,
probably alteration of Old Norse destr, exhausted < past participle of
desa, to languish, decay.]

das-tard-ly (dis’tard-1&) adj. Cowardly and malicious; base. —das’-
tard-li-ness n.

das.y.u.rid (das’e-ya-rid) n. Any of various carnivorous marsupials
of the family Dasyuridae of Australia and New Guines, including mar-
supial mice and rats, the quolls, and the Tasmanian devil. [< New Latin
Dasynridae, family name < Dasyitrus, type genus : Greek dosus, hairy +
ourd, tail; see ors- in App. L]

DAT abbr. digital audiotape

dat. abbr. dative

da.ta (da’ts, dit’s, difts) pln. (used with a sing. or pl. verb) 1. Facts
that can be analyzed or used in an effort to gain knowledge or make
decisions; information, 2. Statistics or other information represented in
a form suitable for processing by computer. 3. Plural of datum (sense
1). [Latin, pl. of datum; see DATUM.]

+USAGE NOTE The word data is the plural of Latin datum, “something
given” In English, most notably in scientific usage, this plural usage is
still common, as in this example: “Eventually. his data suggest, a tutmor’s
... alterations give rise to mutant cells” (Janet Raloff), But data is also
standard in denoting a singular mass entity (like information), especially
in writing for a more general audience: “Before data is transmitted in
bulk around the internet, it is routinely compressed to reduce redundancy”
(Richard Dawkins). “Goodall .. . wanted to get as much data as possible
from her animals before she had to leave them” (Elizabeth Royte). « In
our 2005 survey, 66 percent of the Usage Panel accepted the use of data
with a singular verb and pronoun in the sentence Once the data is in,
we can begin to analyze it. Fully 92 percent accepted the sentence We
have very little data on the efficacy of such programs, the same percentage

that accepted the use of data us a plural noun. (Note that the quantificr
very little, like much in the last quotation given abave, is not used with
plural nouns:such as facts or results,) The percentages in the 2005 survey
represent significant increases over those of our 1988 survey, making it
safe to say that singular data has become a standard usage.

data bank or da-ta.bank (dafts-bingk’, ditfa-) m. 1. See data-
base. 2. An organization chiefly concerned with building, maintaining,
and using a database.

da.ta.base (di’ta-bas’, dit’s-) Computers n. also data base A col-
lection of data arranged for ease and speed of search and retrieval. Also
called data bank, < tr.v. -based, -bassing, -bas.es To put (data) into
a database.

data carrier n. A medium, such as magnetic tape, that is selected to
record and often transport or communicate data.

data highway . 1. A network of computer networks, other devices,
and switching systems used for the transfer of digitized information. 2.
'The integrated circuitry of a computer chip.

data mining n. The extraction of useful, often previously unknown
information from large databases or data sets.

data processing n. The storing or processing of data by a computer.
—da’ta-pro/cess’ing adj.

data processor n. 1. A device, such as a caleulator or computer, that
performs aperations on data. 2. A person who processes data.

data set n. 1. An electronic device that provides an interface in the
transmission of data to a remote station. 2. A collection of related data
records on a computer-readable medium, such as a disk.

data type n. 1. In programming, a classification identifying one of
various types of data, as floating-point, integer, or Boolean, stating the
possible values for that type, the operations that can be done on that
type, and the way the values of that type are stored. 2. In databases or
spreadsheets, a classification identifying ope of various kinds of data, as
a name, date, or dollar amount, found in a specific data held.

date? (dat) n. 1a. The time stated in terms of the day, month, and year:
What is the date of your birth? b. A statement of calendar time, as on a
document. 2a. A particular point or period of time at which something
happened or existed, or is expected to happen: the date of their wed-
ding. b, dates The years of someone’s birth and death: Beethover's dates
were 1770 1o 1827, 3. The time during which something lasts; duration:
“Surnmers lease hath all too short a date” (Shakespeare). 4. The time or
historical period to which something belongs: artifacts of a later date.
5. An appointment: a luncheon date with a client. See Synonyms at en-
gagement. 6a. An engagement to go out socially with another person,
often out of romantic interest. b. One’s companion on such an outing. 7.
An engagement for a performance: has four singing dates this month. <
v. dat-ed, dat.ing, dates —ix 1. To mark or supply with a date: date
a letter. 2. To determine the date of: dute a fossil. 3. To betray the age of:
Pictures of old cars date the book. 4. To go on a date or dates with. —inir.
1. To have arigin in a particular time in the past: This statue dates from
500 Be. 2. To become old-fashioned. 3. To go on dates, —idioms:
out of date No longer in style; old-fashioned: clothes that went out of
date last year, to date Until now: To date, only half of those invited have
responded. up to date In or into accordance with current information,
styles, or technology: brought me up fo date on the project’s status. [Middle
English < Old French < Medieval Latin data < Latin data (Romae), issued
(at Rome) (on a certain day), feminine past participle of dare, to give; see
do- in App. 1.| —datrasble, date’a-ble adj. —dat’er n,

date? (dat) n. 1. The sweet, edible, oblong or oval fruit of the date palm,
containing a narrow, hard seed. 2. A date palm. [Middle English < Old
French < Old Provencal datil < Latin dactylus < Greek daktulos, finger,
date (from its shape).]

date.book (dat’bsok’) n. A notebook or calendar for listing appoint-
ments, events, and other work-related or social information.

dat-ed (datid) adj. 1. Marked with or displaying a date. 2. Out-of-
date: old-fashioned. —datfedsly adv. —dat’edsness n.

date-less (dat/lis) adj. 1. Having no date whatsoever. 2. So ancient
that no date can be determined. 3. Having no limits in time; timeless,
date.line (davlin’) n. A phrase at the beginning of a newspaper or
magazine article that gives the date and place of its origin, ate’-
line’ v.

date line n, The International Date Line.

date palm n. A palm tree (Phoenix dactylifera) of western Asia and
northern Africa that is cultivated also in the United States, South Asia,
and Australia, having large pinnate leaves and bearing clusters of dates.
date rape n Rape committed by a person who has been socializing
or on a date with the victim.

dat-ing service (da’ting) n. A business or organization that arranges
blind dates between clients or members, usually by matching profiles
made by clients when they join.

da.tive (daftiv) adj. OF relating to, or being the grammatical case that
marks the recipient of action, that often indicates the indirect object of
the verb, and that can be used with prepositions or other function words
corresponding in meaning to English fo and for,  n, 1. The dative case.
2. A word or form in the dative case. [Middle English datif < Latin (casus)
dativus, (case) of giving (translation of Greek dotiké ptdsis) < datus, past
participle of dare, to give; see dd- in App. 1.] —da’tive.ly adv.
Da-tong (da’toong’) also Ta-tung (ti’téong’) A city of northeast
China west of Beijing in Shanxi province.

dATP (dé’a’te'pé’) n. One of the two purine nucleotides that are used
to synthesize DNA. [D(EOXY)- + ATP]

da-tum (di’tom, dét/om, dd’tom) n. 1. pl. -ta (-ta) A fact or proposi-
tion used to draw a conclusion or make a decision. See Usage Note at
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der ri-ére also der-ri-ere (dér’é-ar’) n. The buttocks; the rear,
[French, behind < Old French deriere, in back of < Vulgar Latin *dé retré
; Latin de, from, of; see DE- + Latin retrd, back; see RETRO-.]
der-ring-do (dér’'ing-dso’) n. Daring or reckless action. [Misinter-
pretation of earlier derrynge do, daring to do, misprint of Late Middle
English dorryng do < Middle English durring don : durring, present par-
ticiple of durren, to dare (< Old English durran; see DARE) + don, to do;
see Do)

der rin.ger (dér’in-jar) n. A short-barreled pistol that has a large bore
and is small enough to be carried in a pocket. [After Henry Deringer
(1786-1868), American gunsmith.]

Der.ry (dér’e) or Lon.don.der.ry (lin’dsn-dér’¢, lin/dan-dér'e) A
city of northwest Northern Ireland northwest of Belfast. Built on the site
of an abbey founded by Saint Columba in 546, it is a port and manu-
facturing center.

der-vish (diirfvish) n. 1. A member of any of various Muslim ascetic
orders, some of which perform whirling dances and vigorous chanting
as acts of ecstatic devotion. 2. One that possesses abundant, often fren-
zied energy: “[She] is a dervish of unfocused energy, an accident about
to happen” (Jane Gross). [Turkish dervis, mendicant < Persian darvés
< Middle Persian driyos, needy one, one who lives in holy mendicancy
< O1d Tranian drigu-; akin to Sanskrit adhriguh (a divine epithet of un-
known but favorable meaning) : perhaps a-, not + "dhrigu-, poor.]
Der.zha-vin (dér-zhi/vin, dyir-), Gavriil Romanovish 1743-1816.
Russian lyric poet who served as poet laureate and minister of justice.
DES abbr. 1. data encryption standard 2. diethylstilbestrol
de.sa.cral-ize (dé-sa’kra-liz’, -sak’rs-) tr.v. -ized, -iz-ing, -iz-es To
divest of sacred or religious significance.

de.sal.i-nate (dé-sil’>-nit’) trv. -nat.ed, -nat-ing, -nates To de-
salinize. —de-sal’i-na’tion n. —de-sal’i-na’tor n.

de.sal.i-nize (dé-silf>-niz/) trv. -nized, -niz-ing, -niz-es To
remove salts and other chemicals from (seawater or soil, for example).
—de.sal’i-ni-za’tion (-ni-za’shan) n.

de-salt (dé-s6lt?) trv. -salt-ed, -salt-ing, -salts To desalinize.
des.cant (dés’kant’) n. 1. also dis-cant (dis’-) Music a. An ornamen-
tal melody or counterpoint sung or played above a theme. b. The highest
part sung in part music. 2. A discussion or discourse on a theme. % intr.v.
(dés’kant’, dé-skint’) -cant.ed, -cant-ing, -cants 1. To comment at
length; discourse: “He used ta descant critically on the dishes which had
been at table” (Jarnes Boswell), 2. also disscant (dis’kint’, di-skint/)
Music a. To sing or play a descant. b. To sing melodiously. [Middle Eng-
lish « Anglo-Norman descaunt < Medieval Latin discantus, a refrain :
Latin dis-, dis- + Latin cantus, song (< past participle of canere, to sing;
see kan- in App. 1).] —des’cant’er n,

Des.cartes (da-kirt/), René 1596-1650. French mathematician, phi-
losopher, and scientist who is considered the father of analytic geometry
and the founder of modern rationalism. His main works, Meditations on
First Philosophy (1641) and Principles of Philosophy (1644), include the
famous dictum “T think, therefore T am?”

de.scend (di-sénd’) v -scend-ed, -scend-ing, -scends —intr. 1.
To move from a higher to a lower place; come or go down, 2. To slope,
extend, or incline downward: ‘A rough path descended like a steep stair
into the plain” (J.R.R. Tolkien). 3a. To be related by genetic descent from
an individual or individuals in a previous generation: He descends from
Norwegian immigrants, b. To come down from a source; derive: a tradi-
tion descending from colonial days. c. To pass by inheritance: The house
has descended through four generations. 4. To lower oneself; stoop: “She,
the conqueror, had descended to the level of the conquered” (James Bryce).
5. To proceed or progress downward, as in rank. pitch, or scale: titles
listed in descending order of importance. 6. To arrive or attack in a sudden
or overwhelming manner: summer lourists descending on the seashore vil-
lage. —tr. 1. To move from a higher to lower part of; go down: I descended
the staircase into the basement. 2. To extend or proceed downward along:
a road that descended the mountain in sharp curves. —idiom: be de-
scended from To be related to (an ancestor) by genetic descent from
an individual or individuals in a previous generation: She claims to be de-
scended from European royalty. [Middle English descenden < Old French
descendre < Latin déscendere : dé-, de- -I- scandere, to climb; see skand- in
App. I.] —de-scend/i-ble, de.scend’a-ble ad.

de.scen.dant (di-sén’dont) /1. 1. One whose descent can be traced to a
particular individual or group: a descendant of Queen Victoria; descendants
of a prize-winning horse. 2. Something derived from a prototype or earlier
form: Bicycles are descendants of the velocipede. 3. In astrology, the point of
the ecliptic or the sign of the zodiac that sets in the west at the time of a
persons birth or other event. %+ adj. Variant of descendent.
de.scen.dent also de-scen-dant (di-sén’dant) adj. 1. Moving
downward; descending, 2. Proceeding by descent from an ancestor.
de.scend.er (di-sén’dar) . 1. One that descends. 2. Printing a. The
part of the lowercase letters, such as g, p, and g, that extends below the
other lowercase letters. b. A letter with such a part.

de.scend.ing aorta (di-sén’/ding) n. The part of the aorta that ex-
tends from the aortic arch into the thorax and abdomen.

de-scent (di-sént’) . 1. The act or an instance of descending: the slow
descent of the scuba divers. 2a. A way down: fashioned a descent with an
ice ax. b. A downward incline or passage; a slope: watched the stones roll
down the descent. 3. Hereditary derivation; lineage: @ person of African
descent. 4. The fact or process of being derived or developing from a
source: 4 paper tracing the descent of the novel from old picaresque tales.
5. Law Transmission of property, especially real estate, to a hereditary
heir by an intestate owner. 6. A lowering or decline, as in status or level:
Her career went into a rapid descent after the charges of misconduct. 7.
A sudden visit or attack: an onslaught: the descent of the marauders on
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the settlement. [Middle English < Old French, descent < feminine pag
participle of descendre, to descend; see DESCEND.]

Des.chutes River (di-shoot’, da-shoots!) A river rising in the Cas.
cade Range of west-central Oregon and flowing about 400 km (250 mj)
generally north to the Columbia River near The Dalles.
de-scram:ble (dé-skrim’bal) tx.v. -bled, -bling, -bles To unscram.
ble (a coded message or signal, for example).

de.scram-bler (dé-skram’blar) #. An electronic device that decodeg
a scrambled transmission into a signal that is intelligible to the recipj.
ent.

de.scribe (di-skrib’) try. -seribed, -scribsing, -scribes 1. To iy,
an account of in speech or writing: describe a sea voyage. 2. To convey
an idea or impression of; characterize: She described her childhood gs 4
time of wonder and discovery. 3. To represent pictorially; depict: Goygy
etchings describe the horrors of war in grotesque detail. 4. To trace the form
or outline of: describe a circle with a compass. [Middle English describen <
Latin déscribere, to write down : de-, de- + scribere, to write; see skribh-
in App. L) —de«scrib’asble adj. —desscrib’er n.

+SYNONYMS describe, narrate, recite, recount, relate, report These verbs
mean to tell the facts, details, or particulars of something in speech or
in wriling: described the accident; narrated their travel experiences; an ex-
plorer reciting her adventures; a mercenary recounting his exploits; related
the day’s events; reported what she had seen.

de.scrip-tion (di-skrip’shan) n. 1. 'The act, process, or technique of
describing. 2. A statement or an account describing something: published
a description of the journey; gave a vivid description of the game. 3. A
pictorial representation: Monet’s ethereal descriptions of haystacks and
water lilies, 4. A kind or sort: curs of every size and description, [Middle
English descripcioun < Anglo-Norman < Latin déscriptio, déscription- <
déscriptus, past participle of déscribere, to write down; see DESCRIBE.]
de-scrip-tive (di-skrip/tiv) udj. 1. Involving or characterized by de-
scription; serving to describe. 2. Concerned with classification or de-
scription: a descriptive science. 3. Grammar a. Expressing an attribute of
the modified noun, as green in green grass, Used of an adjective or adjec-
tival clause. b. Nonrestrictive. 4. Linguistics Of or relating to the study
or the description of a language or a specific stage of a language. with
emphasis on constructing a grammar without regard to historical devel-
opment, comparison with other languages, or advocated norms for cor-
rect or proper usage. —de-scrip’tive-ly adv. —de.scriptive-ness n.
descriptive clause n. A nonrestrictive clause.
de-scrip-tiv-ism (di-skrip/ta-viz’sm) n. The practice or application
of descriptive linguistics, especially in the analysis of grammar, —de.
scrip’tiveist adj, & n.

de-scrip-tor (di-skrip’tor) n. Computers A word, phrase, or alpha-
numeric character used Lo identify an item in an information storage
and retrieval system. [Late Latin déscriptor, describer < Latin déscribere,
deéscript-, to describe; see DESCRIBE. ]

desscry (di-skri’) tr.v. -scried, -scrysing, -scries 1. To catch sight of
{something difficult to discern). See Synonyms at see’. 2. To discover by
careful observation or scrutiny; detect: descried a message of hope in her
words. [Middle English descrien < Old French descrier, to call, cry outi
see DECRY.] —desscri’er n.

des.e-.crate (dés’i-krat’) tr.v. -crat-ed, -crat-ing, -crates To violate
the sacredness of; profane. [DE- + (CON)seCrATE.] —des/e-crat’er,
des’e.cra’tor n, —des’e-cra’tion .

de.seg-re-gate (dé-ség/ri-git’) v -gat-ed, -gat-ing, -gates —
1. To abolish or eliminate segregation in. 2. To open (a school or work-
place, for example) to members of all races or ethnic groups, especially
by force of law. —intr. To become open to members of all races or ethnic
groups. —de.seg’re.ga’tion n. —de.seg’re.ga’tionsist ».
de.sen.si-tize (dé-senfsi-tiz’) iy -tized, -tizeing, -tiz.es 1. To
render insensitive or less sensitive. 2. Immunology To make {an indi-
vidual) nonreactive or insensitive to an antigen. 3. To make emol io:l.zi
insensitive or unresponsive, as by long exposure or repeated shocks: “7his
movie in effect may resensitize peaple who thought they were desensitized
to violence” (Steven Spielberg). 4. To make (a phnto;raphic film or sub-
stance) less sensitive to light. —dessen’sisti-za’tion (-ti-za’shan} -
—dessen/sistiz’er 1.

Des-er-et (dé/o-rét?) An area proposed by the Mormons in 1849 22
an independent state or  state of the Union. Deseret would haye include
much of the southwest United States, with a capital at Salt Lake C'?']'
Congress refused to recognize the provisional state and created the Utal
Territory in 1850.

des.ert? (dézfart) n. 1. A barren or desolate ares, especially: 3- Adr
often sandy region of little rainfall, extreme temperatures, and sparse veg:
etation. b.' A region of permanent cold that is largely or entirely devo!
of life. €. An apparently lifeless area of water. 2. An empty or fﬂ'“‘“keg
place; a wasteland: a cultural desert. 3. Archaic A wild, uncultivated: ‘"-1[_
uninhabited region. % adj. 1. Of, relating to, characteristic of, or i 2 jr
ing a desert: desert fauna. 2. Barren and uninhabited; desolate: 4 dese
island. [Middle English < Old French < Late Latin désertum: < neutel
participle of déserere, to desert; sec pEsERT.] vid
de.sert? (di-zart?) n. 1. often deserts Something that is deser pi
or merited, especially a punishment; They got their just deserts w.':e::m
scheme was finally uncovered. 2. The state or fact of deserving
or punishment. [Middle English < Old French deserte < feminin® (4

participle of deservir, to deserve; see DESERVE.]

W pou
+WORD HISTORY When Shakespeare says in Sonnet 72, Un'lcﬁg " |
would devise some’virtuous lie, / To do more for me than m‘ncri:-s
desert,” he is using the word desert in the sense of “worthiness; MEF™



