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600\

US 10,176,448 B1

PRESENT, ON A DISPLAY OF A BUYER DEVICE, INFORMATION RELATED TO ITEMS
AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY FROM A MERCHANT

Y

RECEIVE, AS AN ORDER FOR DELIVERY, A SELECTION OF ITEM OR ITEMS FROM

THE MERCHANT

A

COMPUTE A SHARED-REVENUE VALUE BETWEEN THE MERCHANT AND A
SERVICE PROVIDER BASED AT LEAST ON A COMPUTATIONAL DELIVERY MODEL

HARED REVENU
VALUE>THRESHOLD
608

YES

DELIVERY ZONES
REMAIN UNCHANGED

ALLOCATE A PORTION OF THE SHARED-REVENUE TOWARDS DELIVERY OF THE

ITEMS
612

A

MODIFY THE DELIVERY BOUNDARY {N ACCORDANCE WITH THE SHARED-
REVENUE AND GENERATE A NEW DELIVERY FEE SUBSTANTIALLY LOWER THAN

THE ORIGINAL DELIVERY FEE
614

PRESENT, TO THE BUYER DEVICE, INFORMATION REGARDING ITEMS ALONG

WITH THE NEW DELIVERY FEE
616

RECEIVE, FROM THE BUYER DEVICE, REQUEST FOR ORDER INCLUDING
APPROVAL INDICATING ACCEPTANCE OF THE NEW DELIVERY FEE

618

FIG. 6
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700\

DETERMINE COURIER LOCATIONS WITHIN A SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHICAL REGION
702

h 4

DETERMINE, FOR THE SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHICAL REGION, LOCAL CONDITIONS,

SUCH AS WEATHER AND TRAFFIC CONDITIONS AFFECTING DELIVERY OF ITEMS
704

h 4
DETERMINE PREDICTED COURIER TRAVEL TIMES FROM VARIOUS PICKUP
LOCATIONS TO THE DELIVERY LOCATION
706

Y

APPROXIMATE COURIER TRAVEL TIMES BASED ON PREDICTED AND ACTUAL
COURIER TRAVEL TIMES AND ROUTES
708

Y

ANALYZE INCOMING REQUESTS OF DELIVERY OF ITEMS TO DIFFERENT SUB-
REGIONS WITHIN THE GEOGRAPHICAL REGION, WHERE SOME SUB-REGIONS ARE
OUTSIDE THE DELIVERY ZONE OF THE MERCHANT
710

Y.
PREDICT A SHARED-REVENUE VALUE AND APPLY AT LEAST A PORTION OF THE
SHARED REVENUE VALUE TOWARDS DELIVERY TO REGIONS OUTSIDE OF THE
DELIVERY ZONE BASED AT LEAST IN PART ON THE ADJUSTED COMPUTATIONAL
MODEL AND INCOMING REQUESTS
712

FIG. 7
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800~y
804
806~ / 802
X 12:07 PM
123 FLy ST.
808—s LUNCH TODAY
812+ 8
N
X
8144,
81
816\‘ THE SUPER CHEESEBURGER
8\ FROM THE BURGER RESTAURANT
8204,
100% TOFU ON A TOASTED SESAME BUN, WITH AMERICAN
CHEESE, ONIONS, TOMATOES, LETTUCE, AND MAYONNAISE
834~ 838~
83
O~ $9.00 ORDER DELIVERY FEE: $1.00
B R s
8224,
8244,
86 IHE CALIFORNIA BURRITO
FROM THE TEX-MEX RESTAURANT
8281 GRILLED TOFU, SHREDDED CHEESE, PICO DE GALLO,
LETTUCE, GUACAMOLE, AND SOUR CREME WRAPPED IN A
FL.OUR TORTILLA
836~ 840~
832~
$10.00 ORDER DELIVERY FEE: $10.00

128 FIG. 8
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900~
806\ /901
904 %02+ % 4:56 PM
¥ THE ITALIAN RESTAURANT
-908
906 —
[ SPAGHETTI PRIMAVERA $15.00
918+
\AVAiLABLE FOR DELIVERY AT DELIVERY FEE OF $1.99
~912
910~
A CHEESE LASAGNA $16.00
920
[ AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY AT DELIVERY FEE OF $2.99
914 PAAPPLE PIE A LA MODE $7.00
922,
NOT AVAILABLE FOR DELIVERY IN YOUR AREA
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100
- / 1004 _~1002(1)
1006~ 11:26 AM / 41008

r Y
@ 123 FLY ST. @

10104

1012
ATHE TEX-MEX RESTAURANT
1024\\
-- TAP HERE TO CHANGE ORDER -
Sy A o %, e
*}' : e ' B s - )}
1014

By
YOUR SELECTIONS:
1016,
ONE CHILI QUESO & CHIPS  $3.50
ONE STEAK FAJITA TACOS  $4.25
ONE CHICKEN FAJITA TACO  $4.00

10184, ONE LARGE ICED TEA $2.25

1020}, TAX AND GRATUITY $2.52

1022, DELIVERY FEE $4-9532.95
ORDER TOTAL $19.47

YOUR ORDER WITH THE TEX-MEX RESTAURANT IS

1026+ READY TO BE PLACED
\> (ESTIMATED DELIVERY TIME 30-40 MINUTES)

VIEW OTHER MERCHANTS OFFERING SIMILAR OR LOWER | _—1 1028
\ DELIVERY FEE WITH ITEMS )

—1030

SPECIFY A DELIVERY FEE "
ADD A COMMENT ABOUT BULK OR REPEAT ORDERS TO | _—1~ 1032

ENCOURAGE MERCHANTS TO LOWER DELIVERY FEE

—1034

PLACE ORDER Now ]

132017
FIG. 10



US 10,176,448 B1

Sheet 11 of 14

Jan. 8, 2019

U.S. Patent

Ll 'Old

L0L1
NOILYWHOAN]

INNINGAH AFHVHS

vill
NOILYINHOAN] LNIAZ YO0

41"
NOILVINHO-N] H3HLYIAA

9lll
SNOILYD07
d3AIN0H
INTOTY ANV
INTHEND
\ 4
oLl
NOLLYINHOSN] |y Ll
d3ANg 21907 ONININYILAG INOZ
INFHHND
orlil
YoLT SaNIL
SIIHODALYD TEAVY ] ¥3HNOD A3101aadd
INFL] €O SN
HO/ANY SINVHOUIWN acLL
J04 sAFVANNOY SANTYA
/SANOZ AH3IAINEQ INNIAATY dIRHYHS q3L01a3dd

9ct1
(8)12A0IN TYNOILYLNCINO?)

oSl

"1dNCD NOILYNINY313(Q INOZ

oo_._.\

oLl
NOILVINHOAN] D1V |
80IT
NOILVINSOAN] dYIA
vell 5 AR r4AN?
SNOILIGNO SNOILYD0T
W07 Aovedaad Aol
cell acll oclLi
O4N| SNOILYO0T 3NNIATY
NOILYOO1 A¥IAITAQ Q3™VHS
Oell Z4N 8IiT
SaNIL e a3x3Iad0
TAAVYE L NETNTe) SIIL]
AMIAITE(

011 v0Ll ¢0lL1
NOILVINHO4N] | | NoILywHoaN] | | NoILviNgO4N]
DI4OLSIH DIMOLSIH ORIOLSIH

H3NOY ¥3ANg INVHOXAIN

8L NOILYWHOLN| ¥30dQ Lsvd




U.S. Patent

Jan. 8, 2019

Sheet 12 of 14

US 10,176,448 B1

SERVICE COMPUTING DEVICE(S)

102

PROCESSOR(S)
1202

COMPUTER-READABLE MEDIA

1204

ORDER PROCESSING COMPT.

ZONE DETERMINATION COMPT.

BUYER INFORMATION 142

BUYER
ACCOUNTS
1210

COURIER INFORMATION 146

COURIER
ACCOUNTS
1214

MERCHANT INFORMATION

PAST ORDER INFORMATION 148

144
MERCHANT BUYER COURIER
MERCHANT HisToRIC HISTORIC HisToORIC
ACCOUNTS 1212 INFO 1102 | | INFO 1104 || INFO 1106

OPERATING SYSTEM
1208

1216

SHARED REVENUE INFORMATION
1107

COMMUNICATION INTERFACE(S)
1206

INPUT/OUTPUT DEVICES
1218

FIG. 12
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BUYER DEVICE

132
PROCESSOR(S)
1302
COMPUTER-READABLE MEDIA
1304
BUYER APPLICATION
134
OPERATING SYSTEM OTHER COMPONENTS AND DATA
1310 1112
DisPLAY GPS RECEIVER
802 1314
COMMUNICATION INTERFACE(S) INPUT/OUTPUT DEVICES

1306 1308

FIG. 13
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1406 1408
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1
GENERATION OF DYNAMIC DELIVERY
ZONES FOR MERCHANTS

BACKGROUND

People enjoy eating quality food that is prepared by good
restaurants. Nevertheless, sometimes people may not want
to go to a restaurant, but instead may prefer to have food
delivered to them. To meet this demand, a courier may
deliver food prepared by a restaurant to a customer at a
delivery location. For example, a service may enable cus-
tomers to order food items from any of a variety of restau-
rants, and may arrange for couriers to deliver the food items
from the restaurants to the customers. If it is too expensive
for the courier to deliver the food from the restaurant to the
customer, for example a distant customer, a restaurant with
a delivery service establishes a fixed delivery zone and does
not deliver to customers located outside of this fixed zone.
In some cases, the service charges an incremental delivery
fee to cater to the customers outside of the fixed zone. High
delivery fees can discourage the customer from using the
service and can prevent the merchant from expanding the
business beyond the fixed zone.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The detailed description is set forth with reference to the
accompanying figures. In the figures, the left-most digit(s) of
a reference number identifies the figure in which the refer-
ence number first appears. The use of the same reference
numbers in different figures indicates similar or identical
items or features. Moreover, multiple instances of the same
part are designated by a common prefix separated from the
instance number by a dash. The drawings are not to scale.

FIG. 1 is a network diagram of an exemplary environment
configured to generate dynamic delivery zones, according to
some implementations.

FIG. 2 illustrates example delivery zones excluding cer-
tain buyers according to some implementations.

FIG. 3 illustrates the example fluid delivery zones that
include previously excluded buyers according to some
implementations.

FIG. 4 illustrates example fluid delivery zones determined
from a buyer’s delivery location according to some imple-
mentations.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of determining a courier
route for delivery of items to new delivery zones, according
to some implementations.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating an example process
for determining delivery zones based on shared-revenue
values, according to some implementations.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating an example process
for determining predicted shared-revenue values for mer-
chants, according to some implementations.

FIG. 8 illustrates an example graphic user interface for
presentation on a buyer device according to some imple-
mentations.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example graphic user interface for
presentation on a buyer device according to some imple-
mentations.

FIG. 10 illustrates an example graphic user interface for
presentation on a buyer device according to some imple-
mentations.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating an example frame-
work for selecting a specific shared-revenue value to deter-
mine delivery zones according to some implementations.
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FIG. 12 illustrates select components of one or more
example service computing devices according to some
implementations.

FIG. 13 illustrates select components of an example buyer
device according to some implementations.

FIG. 14 illustrates select components of an example
courier device according to some implementations.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The embodiments disclosed herein describe a novel sys-
tem and environment to facilitate merchants, who want to
accept orders for delivery from buyers, especially those
buyers who are otherwise constrained to ordering from a set
of merchants due to their distance from other merchants or
other variations in local conditions, for example traffic
conditions or spoilage time associated with items, etc.

For instance, according to an embodiment, a buyer who is
placing an order may be presented with the opportunity to
order from selected merchants and/or order selected items
from the selected merchants irrespective of the delivery
location associated with the buyer, a pick-up location asso-
ciated with the merchant, and/or predicted courier travel
time between the delivery location and the selected mer-
chants. In some cases, the delivery location of the buyer and
merchant may be determined by a Global Positioning Sys-
tem (GPS) receiver or other location sensor onboard a buyer
device and a merchant device respectively, and this location
information may be transmitted to a service computing
device as the indicated delivery location. Conventionally,
the buyer uses a delivery service to order from merchants
situated within a delivery zone—the zone being determined
based on the distance of the buyer from the merchants.
Alternatively or additionally, the services tie delivery zones
to delivery fees. In other words, the further away the buyer
is from the merchant, higher the delivery fee. In some cases,
these zones are generally fixed and are symmetrically distant
from the merchant’s location, which means any expansion
or reduction in delivery zone causes the delivery fee to vary
for all merchants within the delivery zone.

The technology herein employs a plurality of computing
devices, mobile devices, and location sensors to provide a
novel technological arrangement that creates flexible deliv-
ery zones or delivery boundaries for the merchant based at
least in part on factors such as shared-revenue, delivery
location and local conditions, such as traffic, weather, local
events, and the like, thereby providing buyers with a greater
choice of merchants’ locations for ordering items, where
flexibility translates into relaxed delivery fees.

Additionally, some implementations herein provide tech-
nological innovations that encourage people to participate as
couriers in a new type of crowdsourced service economy.
With the technology herein, essentially any person with a
mobile device is able to immediately become a courier, or
cease to be a courier, in a courier network that provides
delivery services for delivery of items from merchants to
buyers. Furthermore, since some implementations herein
distribute a measured portion of the revenue shared between
merchants and courier service towards expanding merchant
reach and business, the implementations encourage the
merchants to set higher revenue shares between the mer-
chants and the courier service, making it advantageous for
all parties involved. Additionally, through the interaction of
the plurality of computing devices, mobile devices, and
location sensors, implementations herein are able to track
the movement of couriers throughout a service region over
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time, and can use this information to assist in expanding or
contracting the delivery boundaries in real-time.

Furthermore, some examples described herein include
techniques and arrangements for employing dynamic or
fluid delivery zones with delivery orders based at least in
part on shared-revenue, buyer density, demand-supply of
items, regional conditions, buyer delivery location, mer-
chant pickup location, and the like. For instance, a service
provider may provide a delivery service that enables buyers
to order items, such as food items or other goods from
merchants, such as restaurants. When placing an order with
a merchant, the buyer may use a buyer application on a
buyer device, such as a mobile device or other computing
device, to browse through the items available from various
different merchants. The buyer application may also indicate
to the buyer an estimate of the delivery fee associated with
the order. The delivery fee may be based on, for example, the
distance between the merchant and the buyer’s delivery
location and the shared-revenue. So, if the buyer location is
beyond a certain distance, the service applies a part of the
shared revenue towards subsidizing the delivery fee. If the
buyer agrees with the delivery and/or service charges, the
buyer may select a particular item to order from a particular
merchant and the service may send information about this
selection to the particular merchant. Further, the service may
arrange for a courier to pick up the ordered item from the
merchant and deliver the item to the buyer at the reduced
delivery fee.

In some examples herein, at least one respective delivery
zone may be determined for each merchant, such as based in
part on shared-revenue between the merchant and the ser-
vice. Further, respective delivery zones may also be deter-
mined for individual items offered by each merchant and/or
categories of items offered by each merchant, such that each
merchant may have multiple different delivery zones for
different items offered by the that merchant. Accordingly, a
delivery zone may be determined as a geographic area in
which an item can be delivered to a delivery location of the
buyer at a reduced delivery fee. A reduced delivery fee may
be the costs associated with delivering an ordered item to the
buyer lower than what would be expected normally by the
buyer. Further, revenue sharing may refer to an equal or
unequal distribution of profits and/or losses between stake-
holders such as the courier service and the merchants, who
could be general partners (and limited partners in a limited
partnership), a company’s employees, or between compa-
nies in a business alliance. The shared-revenue may be based
on per item, a category of items, the gross product value of
the merchant’s business, growth percentages, and other such
determinants.

The delivery zone of a particular merchant may expand
and contract with changes in shared-revenue parameters,
traffic conditions, weather, and/or other local conditions. For
example, a particular merchant may have a very large
delivery zone due to a higher revenue sharing arrangement
with the courier service. However, another merchant in the
neighborhood of the first merchant may have a delivery zone
dramatically smaller, due to a lower revenue sharing
arrangement. Additionally, in some examples, the delivery
zone of a particular merchant may be defined, and may
change, on a per-item basis and/or a per-item-category basis.
For example, some categories of items, such as food pre-
pared by the restaurants may have a higher revenue sharing
percentage and can typically be delivered much farther at a
given courier speed than other categories of items, such as
soda or off-the-shelf items, that the restaurant does not
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prepare and/or with which the restaurant has a lower or zero
revenue sharing arrangement.

Furthermore, based on the fluid delivery zones for par-
ticular merchants and/or particular items or item categories,
a buyer application on a buyer device may present the buyer
with different menus for particular merchants depending on
the estimated delivery fee from each merchant to the deliv-
ery location of the buyer. For instance, as the individual
delivery zones of the merchants expand and contract based
on revenue sharing or other local conditions, the buyer may
be presented with an expanding and contracting selection of
merchants from whom the buyer may order. In some cases,
the selection is static as the revenue sharing does not change
in real-time, however, in some cases, the merchants may
have a fluid revenue sharing relationship with the courier
service, and as such, the delivery fee may change in real-
time as the revenue sharing changes. Additionally, the menu
of'items offered by each merchant may change depending on
the other factors, such as distance, buyer density, or even
spoilage times of the individual items presented in the menu
associated with each merchant. As one example, if a buyer
is not currently able to order a particular item for immediate
delivery, the buyer application may provide an option for the
buyer to place the order now and have the order arrive in
several hours after the delivery fee reaches a certain value.
Meanwhile, the merchant may reduce the delivery fee by
increasing revenue sharing after seeing an increased demand
or interest in a certain food item or restaurant location.
Furthermore, predicted interest in an item may be deter-
mined based on demand and supply information received
from particular merchants and/or empirical information
gathered from deliveries made over a past period of time, as
well as current or predicted events, such as pre-game parties,
and so forth. Thus, the revenue sharing may increase around
certain game events and thus the delivery fee may automati-
cally adjust itself in accordance with the revenue sharing
percentages.

In some cases, each delivery zone may be determined
based on a radius, oval, or other suitable shape around a
pickup location of a respective merchant. In other examples
however, each delivery zone may be determined more
precisely as a respective polygon or partial polygon around
each pickup location, such as with the outer perimeter of the
polygon being aligned with individual streets at the edges of
the respective delivery zone. In yet other examples, the
delivery zone may vary from merchant to merchant and thus
the delivery zone may be a fluid boundary, not subscribing
to a definite shape.

In some examples, delivery fee for an order originating
from a particular merchant location to potential delivery
locations may be determined based on map information and
current or predicted traffic conditions, as well as weather
conditions, local events or street closures, local construction,
tolls, geological features, and so forth.

In addition, in some cases, the delivery zones may be
based at least in part on a cost function that takes into
account revenue sharing, weather conditions, traffic condi-
tions, tolls, actual spoilage, and predicted travel time, and
which may determine the boundary of the delivery zone at
a point at which the cost becomes prohibitive. For instance,
a particular delivery zone may be determined based on a
certain percentage of revenue sharing, e.g., at any point in
time only 10% of the revenue is set towards adjusting the
delivery fee from a regular fee, if the adjusted delivery fee
is lower a threshold level, then the location may be included
in the delivery zone for that item. However, if adjusted
delivery fee is still higher than an acceptable level, the zone
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is not expanded or expanded only up to the point the revenue
sharing percentage permits. This determination can be
refined based on feedback from the buyers or the couriers,
e.g., whether the adjusted delivery fee does not offset the
“real” cost of delivery, for example due to loss of orders due
to the couriers being too far away for a certain order, or
whether an item for a delivered order had to be refunded or
switched out for another item with a longer spoilage time,
etc. Furthermore, the cost function may treat a toll as another
cost of the order, which would tend to make deliveries
requiring payment of a toll less likely, as the cost of the toll
increases relative to the cost of the order. Additionally, or
alternatively, tolls or geological features, such as bodies of
water without nearby bridges, may be taken into consider-
ation, and may result in hard cutoffs that might exclude
delivery across toll bridges, over toll roads, and/or over
geological features that might not be easily traversed.

In some examples, the service provider may receive, from
a courier device, a first indication of the time at which the
courier picks up the order at the pickup location, and a
second indication of a time at which the courier delivers the
order to the delivery location. The service may adjust the
delivery zones and/or the technique for determining the
delivery zones based on the feedback received from the
courier devices over a period of time, i.e., based on the
difference between predicted courier travel times and actual
courier travel times. Further, as mentioned above, the cou-
rier fleet may serve as sensors to determine current traffic
conditions in the local region, in addition to providing
information that may be used to predict courier travel times
based on a local conditions during past deliveries as com-
pared with current conditions during a current delivery.
Furthermore, the revenue sharing may be adjusted to
increase or decrease the contribution of revenue shared in
accordance with actual delivery costs.

Additionally, in some examples, the merchants may be
arranged in an order determined based at least in part on the
delivery fee for delivering food to the delivery location of
the buyer from the pickup locations of the various merchants
in the service region—the delivery fee dependent on a
portion of the revenue sharing percentage, and further based
on real-time conditions. For example, when a buyer indi-
cates a desired delivery location and a desired (or default)
delivery time interval, the service computing device may
determine the delivery fee adjusted as per the revenue
sharing percentages. The service computing device may also
determine the actual delivery cost in accordance with tolls
and the travel time from each merchant pickup location in
the service region to the desired delivery location of the
buyer for the delivery time interval, such as based on current
traffic conditions and other local conditions. The service
computing device may then compute a final delivery fee
based on both the revenue sharing model and real-time
conditions such that the delivery fee does not eat into the
profit percentage. The service computing device (or the
buyer application) may then arrange merchants in the order
of final delivery fee, and may determine menu information
to present to the buyer based on these items. The menu
information may be presented by the buyer application on
the buyer device. If the buyer changes the delivery location,
e.g., to a different delivery location in another part of the
city, the menu information presented to the buyer may
change to other items and/or other merchants based on the
estimated delivery fees between the new delivery location
and the respective merchant pickup locations.

In some examples, the courier service may rely at least in
part on historic data to determine the dynamic delivery
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zones. Thus, the service may determine, for a plurality of
merchants with same or similar revenue sharing model
offering same or similar items over a past period of time,
e.g., a past month, past two months, past year, etc., the
delivery fee without taking a portion of the revenue share,
the adjusted delivery fee based on a contribution received
from the revenue share, and the actual cost of delivery to the
courier based on tolls, traffic conditions, type of item, etc.
Thus, at a current time, the service may indicate to the buyer
merchants available in the delivery zone of the buyer, or
merchants available in several delivery zones of the buyer.
The service then receives a communication from a buyer
application on a buyer device that includes an indication of
a delivery location and an indication of a desired delivery fee
and/or a delivery time interval and day for an order that the
buyer would like to place. Based on these inputs, the service
may send, to the buyer application on the buyer device, a list
of merchants within the delivery zone of the buyer having
delivery fee lower than the desired delivery fee and/or able
to deliver items within the desired delivery time interval.

In some cases, the determination of respective delivery
zones may be performed on the buyer device/merchant
device, rather than on a service computing device of the
service provider. For example, the buyer application on the
buyer device may keep track of the location of the buyer
device using an onboard GPS receiver or other location
sensor. The buyer application may periodically update the
item delivery zones and/or merchant delivery zones based
on received information, such as traffic information, weather
information and local event information.

Thus, methods and systems bias the delivery or tier
boundary surrounding a given buyer outward toward mer-
chants that have a higher rev-share percentage with the
service provider. What this accomplishes is a transfer of a
portion of the greater shared revenue directly from those
merchants towards the given buyer’s defrayed delivery cost.
The resulting tier boundary describes an efficient frontier of
sorts that directly aligns pricing with cost structure.

As used herein, an order may include a request submitted
by a buyer (e.g., a customer) for the acquisition of food items
and/or other goods (referred to herein as items) from a
merchant. The order information may be received by the
service and sent to the merchant. For example, a merchant
may include a restaurant or any other business or other entity
engaged in the offering of items for delivery to buyers.
Actions attributed to a merchant herein may include actions
performed by employees or other agents of the merchant
and, thus, no distinction is made herein between merchants
and their employees unless specifically discussed. In addi-
tion, a buyer may include any entity that purchases items
from a merchant. Buyers may be customers or potential
customers of a particular merchant. The service may receive
payment from a buyer for an order and the service may
provide payment to the merchant for the order. Further, the
service may provide payment to the courier for delivering
the order. The service and the merchants have a revenue
sharing arrangement, which means a part of the profits or
sales from an order are shared with or withheld by the
service.

For discussion purposes, some example implementations
are described in the environment of enabling buyers to place
orders with merchants for delivery, such as to provide fluid
delivery zones based on varying local conditions. However,
implementations herein are not limited to the particular
examples provided, and may be extended to other service
environments, other system architectures, other types of
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goods, other conditions, and so forth, as will be apparent to
those of skill in the art in light of the disclosure herein.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example environment 100 enabling
dynamic or fluid delivery zones according to some imple-
mentations. The environment 100 includes one or more
service computing devices 102 of a service provider 104 that
may receive, over one or more networks 106, order infor-
mation 108 from a plurality of buyers 110(1)-110(N). The
order information 108 may include information about at
least one order placed by at least one of the buyers 110,
along with a buyer authorized delivery fee based at least on
a percentage of shared revenue between a merchant 114 and
the service provider 104 controlling the service computing
device 102. The delivery fee, in one implementation, is
independent of the location of the merchant 114 or merchant
device 128 and may vary from one merchant to another
situated in the same geographical region. Based on the order
information 108 (along with delivery fee) received from a
particular buyer 110, the service computing device 102 may
send order information 112 to a particular merchant 114 of
a plurality of merchants 114(1)-114(M). The particular mer-
chant 114 may receive the order information 112, and may
respond with confirmation information 116 to confirm that
the particular order has been received and will be prepared
by the particular merchant 114.

In some examples, the order information 112 sent to the
merchant 114 may identify items 118 ordered by the buyers
110 from the particular merchant 114. For instance, each
merchant 114(1)-114(M) may offer one or more respective
items 118(1)-118(M), which may be ordered by buyers 110
for delivery. In one implementation, based on a previously
established financial relationship between the merchant 114
and the service provider 104, the service computing device
102 extracts a portion of the revenue shared between the
merchant 114 and the service provider 104 to defray the
delivery fee for the buyer 110. To this end, the service
computing device 102 selects the original delivery fee and
applies a portion of the revenue shared towards the original
fee to yield an adjusted delivery fee, and displays the
adjusted delivery fee to the buyer 110 on a buyer app 134.
The buyer 110 authorizes the adjusted delivery fee (instead
of the higher original delivery fee), which is incorporated in
the order information 112.

Even though the merchants 114 may geographically be in
the same geographical zone, the merchants 114 may be
associated with different delivery fees and as such may be in
different delivery zones separated by fluid delivery bound-
aries as per the revenue shared percentages. As shown as an
example, the merchant 114(1) may be in delivery zone 1 that
includes all buyers 110 and the merchant 114(M) may be in
delivery zone 2 that includes only buyers 110-1, where
merchant 114(1) has a 50% shared revenue relationship with
the service provider 104, and the merchant 114(2) has a 25%
shared revenue relationship with the service provider 104.
The higher shared revenue relationship allows the merchant
to have a wider delivery zone.

In some cases, the order information 112 may also specify
a time at which the order is to be picked up by a courier 120
of a plurality of couriers 120(1)-120(L). For instance, the
confirmation information 116 sent by the merchant 114 to
the service computing device 102 may confirm the pickup
time specified by the service computing device 102. In other
cases, the order information 112 sent to the merchant 114
may include an inquiry as to when the order will be ready,
and the merchant 114 may include with the confirmation
information 116 a specified time at which the order will be
ready for pickup.
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In either event, in response to receiving the confirmation
information 116 from the particular merchant 114, the ser-
vice computing device 102 may send order information 122
to a particular courier 120 who will pick up the order from
the particular merchant 114 and deliver the order to the
buyer 110 who placed the order at the adjusted delivery fee
based on determined dynamic delivery zones. For instance,
each merchant 114(1)-114(M) may be associated with a
respective pickup location 124(1)-124(M), which may typi-
cally be the merchant’s place of business. Furthermore, each
buyer 110(1)-110(N) may be associated with a respective
delivery location 126(1)-126(N) to which the order is to be
delivered.

The order information 122 sent to the courier 120 may
include the pickup location 124 for the order, the pickup
time, and the delivery location 126 for the order. In some
examples, the order information 122 may further include a
contract time, i.e., a delivery time by which the service
provider 104 has agreed to have the ordered item(s) 118
delivered to the buyer 110 at the delivery location 126.
Further, in some cases, the order information 122 may
include an amount that the courier 120 will be paid if the
courier 120 accepts the delivery job, and/or other informa-
tion related to the order. This amount may be a component
of the adjusted delivery fee. In some cases, the order
information 122 may include a route based at least on the
adjusted delivery fee.

In the illustrated example, the service computing device
102 of the service provider 104 is able to communicate with
merchant devices 128(1)-128(M) over the one or more
networks 106. Each merchant device 128(1)-128(M) may be
associated with a respective merchant 114(1)-114(M). Each
merchant device 128(1)-128(M) may be a computing
device, such as a desktop, laptop, tablet, smart phone, or the
like, and may include a respective instance of a merchant
application 130(1)-130(M) that executes on the respective
merchant device 128(1)-128(M). For example, the merchant
application 130 may be configured to communicate with the
service computing device 102, such as for receiving the
order information 112 and for sending the confirmation
information 116. In some examples, the merchant applica-
tion 130 and the service computing device 102 may com-
municate with each other via one or more application
programming interfaces (APIs). Further, the merchant
device 128 may include one or more output devices, such as
speakers (not shown in FIG. 1), that the merchant applica-
tion 130 may use to audibly notify the respective merchant
114 that an order has been received. Additionally, or alter-
natively, the merchant device 128 may include a display (not
shown in FIG. 1) that the merchant application 130 may use
for presenting the order information 112 to the merchant
114. For instance, the merchant application 130 on the
merchant device 128 may present the order information 112
in one or more graphic user interfaces (GUIs).

In some examples, the merchant application 130 may
provide point-of-sale (POS) functionality to the merchant
device 128 to enable the merchant 114 to accept payments
using the merchant device 128. Alternatively, in some
examples, the merchant device 128 may be a fax machine
and the merchant 114 may receive the order information 112
via a facsimile transmission from the service computing
device 102. As still another example, the merchant device
128 may be a computing device that is configured to receive
order information via email, instant messaging, or other
electronic communication. As still another example, the
merchant device 128 may include a phone, and the merchant
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device 128 may receive the order information 112 via an
SMS text message, voicemail, telephone call, or the like.

In addition, the buyers 110(1)-110(N) may be associated
with respective buyer devices 132(1)-132(N) that may
execute respective instances of buyer applications 134(1)-
134(N). For example, buyers 110 may use buyer devices
132, such as smart phones, tablet computers, wearable
computing devices, laptops, desktops, or the like, and these
buyer devices 132 may have installed thereon the buyer
application 134. The buyer application 134 may enable the
buyer 110 to select one or more of the items 118 to purchase
from one or more of the merchants 114 to be delivered to the
buyer 110 by one or more of the couriers 120. For example,
the buyer application 134 may present one or more GUIs on
a display for enabling the buyer 110 to select one or more of
the items 118 for an order.

Further, the buyer application 134 may enable the buyer
110 to place an order from a merchant 114 in advance, such
as for scheduling an order for delivery at a later time on the
same day, at a specified time on a future day, or the like. For
instance, the buyer 110 may be able to place an order
through the buyer application 134 to have lunch delivered at
a specified delivery location by a specified time on a
specified day. The buyer application 134 may further enable
the buyer 110 to make a payment for an order using the
buyer application 134. For instance, the service provider 104
may charge a buyer account associated with the buyer 110
for an amount associated with a particular order. In some
examples, the buyer application 134 and the service com-
puting device 102 may communicate with each other via one
or more APIs. Additionally, or alternatively, the buyer appli-
cation 134 may be a web browser, or the like, and the buyer
110 may navigate to a website associated with the service
provider 104, and may use the website associated with the
service provider 104 to place an order. Thus, in this case, the
website may provide at least some of the functionality
attributed to the buyer application herein.

In addition, the couriers 120(1)-120(L.) may be associated
with respective courier devices 136(1)-136(L.) that may
execute respective instances of courier applications 138(1)-
138(L). For example, couriers 120 may use courier devices
136, such as smart phones, tablet computers, wearable
computing devices, laptops, or the like, and these courier
devices 136 may have installed thereon the courier applica-
tion 138. The courier application 138 may be configured to
receive the order information 122 from the service comput-
ing device 102 to provide a particular courier 120 with
information for picking up a particular order from a mer-
chant’s pickup location 124 and for delivering the order to
a buyer delivery location 126. The courier application 138
may further enable the courier 120 to respond to the service
computing device 102 to confirm acceptance of a delivery
job.

Additionally, in some cases, the courier application 138
may provide the service computing device 102 with an
indication of a current location of a particular courier 120.
For instance, one or more location sensors associated with
each courier device 136 of an active courier 120 may
provide location information and, based on this, the courier
application 138 may send location information to the service
computing device 102, such as by providing an indication of
a geographic location of each courier device of each active
courier. Thus, a subset of courier devices 136 associated
with active couriers may communicate with the service
computing device 102, and may send location information
obtained from one or more location sensors associated with
each courier device 136, such as a GPS receiver (not shown

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

in FIG. 1). In some cases, another subset of courier devices
136 associated with the inactive couriers may be periodi-
cally pinged by the service computing device 102 to deter-
mine interest in becoming active and, if so, requesting
current location information of the associated inactive cou-
rier. Couriers who are interested in being activated may
allow their courier devices 136 to respond with their location
information, while those who are not interested in being
activated may keep their location information private by not
responding. In some examples, the courier application 138
and the service computing device 102 may communicate
with each other via one or more APIs. Alternatively, in other
examples, the courier device 136 may receive the order
information 122 via an SMS text message, a voicemail, a
telephone call, or the like.

The one or more networks 106 can include any appropri-
ate network, including a wide area network, such as the
Internet; a local area network, such an intranet; a wireless
network, such as a cellular network, a local wireless net-
work, such as Wi-Fi and/or close-range wireless communi-
cations, such as BLUETOOTH® and BLUETOOTH® low
energy; a wired network, including fiber optics and Ethernet;
or any other such network, or any combination thereof.
Accordingly, the one or more networks 106 may include
both wired and/or wireless communication technologies.
Components used for such communications can depend at
least in part upon the type of network, the environment
selected, or both. Protocols for communicating over such
networks are well known and will not be discussed herein in
detail. Accordingly, the service computing device 102, the
merchant devices 128, the buyer devices 132, and/or the
courier devices 136 are able to communicate over the one or
more networks 106 using wired or wireless connections, and
combinations thereof.

In the illustrated example, the service computing device
102 includes an order processing component 140 that may
be executed on the service computing device 102 to provide,
at least in part, the order processing functionality attributed
to the service computing device 102. The order processing
component 140 may receive the order information 108 from
the buyers 110 and may associate the order information 108
with buyer information 142 and merchant information 144.
For instance, based on buyer identifying information that
may be included with the order information 108, the order
processing component 140 may associate particular order
information 108 with a particular buyer account. The order
processing component 140 may access a buyer account
included in the buyer information 142 to charge for the items
ordered, delivery and service, to a particular buyer account
for a particular order.

Furthermore, based on a particular merchant 114 identi-
fied by the order information 108, the order processing
component 140 may associate the order information 108
with a merchant account of a particular merchant. The order
processing component 140 may access the merchant account
to determine contact information for sending the order
information 112 to the correct merchant device 128 so that
the particular merchant can receive and provide confirma-
tion of the order. The order processing component 140 may
further access the merchant account of the particular mer-
chant to credit payment to the particular merchant that
prepares the order.

In addition, the order processing component 140 may
access courier information 146 to determine courier contact
information for sending the order information 122 to a
particular courier 120 of the plurality of couriers 120(1)-
120(L) to determine whether the particular courier 120 is
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willing to accept the delivery job of delivering the order to
the buyer. The particular courier 120 may use the courier
application 138 on the courier device 136 to receive a
message with information about the order, and to respond
with acceptance of the delivery job if the job assignment is
accepted. The particular courier 120 may subsequently pick
up the order from the particular merchant 114 and deliver the
order to the particular buyer 110 at a specified delivery
location 126. When the courier 120 has completed delivery
of'the order to the delivery location 126, the courier 120 may
use the courier application 138 to inform the order process-
ing component 140 that the delivery has been completed.
The order processing component 140 may access a courier
account included in courier information 146 for the particu-
lar courier 120 to credit the courier account of the particular
courier 120 with payment for the delivery job.

The order processing component 140 may store informa-
tion associated with each order as past order information
148. For instance the past order information 148 may
include the delivery fee charged corresponding to each order
placed with the merchant, or merchants in the same geo-
graphical zone, and a history of revenue share percentages.
The past order information 148 may also include a day of the
week, date, and time of day at which each order is received
from the respective buyer 110. The past order information
148 may further include, for each order: merchant identify-
ing information; buyer identifying information; items
ordered; the pickup location 124; the delivery location 126;
preparation time for the order; location of the courier when
the courier accepted the job for delivery of the order;
predicted delivery time for one or more items; predicted and
actual delivery time for each of the merchants in the same
delivery zone; time that the order was picked up by the
courier; time that the order was delivered; amount paid for
the order; feedback including records of any complaints or
indications of late delivery; as well as other information, as
discussed additionally below.

The service computing device 102 may further include a
zone determination component 150 that may be executed by
the service computing device 102 to determine delivery
zones for each merchant and/or items offered by the mer-
chants based at least in part on a value of shared revenue
between that merchant and the service 102, and an estimated
travel time between the respective merchant pickup loca-
tions and the delivery location, and conditions within the
service region. For example, when placing an order for an
item 118 from a particular merchant 114, the buyer 110 may
use the buyer application 134 to place the order. The buyer
application 134 may present a GUI on the buyer device 132
that enables the buyer 110 to browse through the items
available from various different merchants. Prior to present-
ing the merchant information in the GUI, the buyer appli-
cation 134 may receive, from the service computing device
102, merchant/item information 152 for the various mer-
chants from which the buyer is able to select, including
information about various items offered by the merchants
from which the buyer is able to select. For example, when
the buyer opens or otherwise accesses the buyer application
134, the buyer application 134 may initially request that the
buyer indicate the desired delivery location 126, as well as
provide an indication of a delivery time interval and the day
on which delivery is desired. The buyer application 134 may
send this information to the service computing device 102.
In some cases, the delivery location 126 may be the current
location of the buyer device 132, which may be determined
by one or more location sensors, such as a GPS receiver
onboard the buyer device 132. In other cases, the buyer 110
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may enter an address as the delivery location, may proceed
with a default address, may select a previously used address,
or the like. Further, as discussed additionally below, the
buyer application 134 may, by default, assume that the buyer
is interested in ordering now for immediate delivery, i.e., as
soon as the order can be prepared and delivered. Thus, if the
buyer is ordering for immediate delivery, the zone determi-
nation component 150 may determine a delivery time inter-
val based at least in part on the time at which the commu-
nication of the delivery location is received from buyer
device. For instance, the delivery time interval may be a
window of time during which delivery of the order is
expected to take place, e.g., a window of time from 30-60
minutes after the order is placed, or any other suitable time
window. If the buyer prefers a later delivery time or date, the
buyer may select one or more options in the GUI to select
a later time or day, and this time information may be send
to the service computing device 102 with the delivery
location information.

Based at least in part on the received delivery location and
the determined delivery time interval, the zone determina-
tion component 150 may determine which respective deliv-
ery zones of which individual merchants encompass the
delivery location of the buyer 110 for the delivery time
interval, and in some examples, may further determine
delivery zones for respective categories of items offered by
each merchant and/or individual items offered by each
merchant. As discussed below with respect to FIG. 2, the
zone determination component 150 may determine the
delivery zones based on a number of considerations. For
instance, the zone determination component 150 may take
into consideration the past order information 148 and vari-
ous other factors, such as traffic, weather, local events, date,
etc. As one example, the zone determination component 150
may access one or more web servers 154 or other databases
over a network, or other sources of information, to obtain
local conditions information 156, such as traffic, weather,
local events, road closures, construction, and the like, for a
current or future day. As another example, current traffic
conditions may be determined based in part on information
received from the courier devices, such as by tracking
movement of the courier devices within the service region
over time through location information received from the
GPS receiver onboard each courier device, or the like. For
instance, the courier device may be programmed to periodi-
cally report a current location to the service computing
device.

Based at least in part on these considerations, the zone
determination component 150 may predict estimated courier
travel times between pickup locations of various merchants
and the delivery location of the buyer. Further, the merchant/
item information 152 sent to the buyer device may include
information about merchants and items available for not
only the soonest available delivery time interval, but also
during other delivery time intervals on the same day and/or
other days, to provide additional selection options to the
buyer 110 when selecting items 118 for delivery. The service
computing device 102 also sends to the buyer device infor-
mation related to the delivery costs 158. The delivery cost
information 158 is the adjusted delivery fee for the buyers
who were previously excluded from the delivery zone but
are now included based on the shared-revenue data. The
buyer 110 may select a particular item 118 to order from a
particular merchant 114 and the service computing device
102 may send information about this selection to the par-
ticular merchant 114. Further, the service may arrange for a
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courier 120 to pick up the ordered item from the merchant
114 and deliver the item to the buyer 110.

FIG. 2 is a picture illustration of exemplary fluid delivery
zones for various merchants, according to a first embodi-
ment of the present subject matter. In the illustrated
example, suppose that a rectangle 200 represents at least a
portion of a service region. For instance, a service region
may be an overall area encompassing a plurality of merchant
delivery zones. Within this portion of the service region
reside three respective merchant pickup locations 124 asso-
ciated with three different merchants 114, namely, a first
merchant pickup location 124(1) associated with a first
merchant 114(1); a second merchant pickup location 124(2)
associated with a second merchant 114(2); and a third
merchant pickup location 124(3) associated with a third
merchant 114(3).

Additionally, suppose each merchant pickup location 124
has at least one associated delivery zone. In this example,
suppose that the first merchant pickup location 124(1) has an
associated first merchant delivery zone 202 that may apply
to all items offered by the first merchant 114(1) and ordered
by buyers requesting delivery of item orders in zip code
94115. Further, suppose that the second merchant pickup
location 124(2) has three different delivery zones, including
a first delivery zone 204 that applies to a first item or a first
category of items offered by the second merchant to buyers
in zip code 94111 when the shared revenue value is R1; a
second delivery zone 206 that applies to a second item or
second category of items offered by the second merchant to
buyers in zip codes 94111 and 94115 when the shared
revenue value is R2; and a third delivery zone 208 that
applies to a third item or third category of items offered by
the second merchant to buyers in zip codes 94111, 94115,
and 94103, when the shared revenue value is R3. Addition-
ally, suppose that the third merchant pickup location 124(3)
has two different delivery zones, including a first delivery
zone 210 that applies to a first item or first category of items
offered by the third merchant to buyers in zip code 94103,
when the shared revenue value is R1; and a second delivery
zone 212 that applies to a second item or second category of
items offered by the third merchant to buyers in zip code
94103 and 94116, when the shared revenue value is R2. In
this example, R3>R2>R1. In one example, the merchant
may have allocated 20% of the revenue from the orders to
be shared with the service provider, while another merchant
may have allocated 30% and yet another merchant may have
allocated 35% of the revenue. In this example, R3, R2, and
R1 are 35, 30, and 20% respectively. While shared revenue
is used as a parameter to extend or contract delivery bound-
aries, it will be understood that other parameters such as
profit margins, daily-monthly or yearly revenue percentages,
percentage of the delivery fee, percentage of the order
amount, percentage of the order total, etc. In some cases, the
merchant may decide to contribute a certain percentage
towards extending boundaries for a specific or group of
buyers.

In some examples, the delivery zones 202-212 may be
determined in advance, such as by computing a factor
referred to as adjusted delivery parameter, based at least on
the shared-revenue value. The adjusted delivery parameter,
in one implementation, is based at least on calculating the
farthest locations in a perimeter around a merchant pickup
location that a courier may be able to travel under current
local conditions for a given delivery time. Thus, the service
computing device may determine based on predicted courier
travel times, how far a courier is predicted to be able to
travel in multiple directions from the pickup location in an
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amount of time corresponding to a particular predicted
delivery time, and may determine a delivery zone perimeter
for the delivery zone based on the how far the courier is
predicted to be able to travel in the multiple directions from
the pickup location. Thus, when a delivery location 126 is
received from a buyer, the service computing may merely
overly the delivery zones to determine which zones encom-
pass the delivery location. In other examples, as discussed
below with respect to FIG. 4, the delivery zones may be
determined with respect to an indicated delivery location
and a merchant’s relationship with the service provider 104.

Further, there may be a plurality of couriers 120 in the
service region. In some examples, the movements of the
couriers 120 within the service region may be tracked by the
service computing device, such as for determining current
traffic conditions within the service region and/or for deter-
mining actual courier travel times between a pickup location
and a delivery location. This information may be used, at
least in part for predicting courier travel times, which may
be used at least in part for determining the delivery zones
202-212 at the first time T, as well as for predicting delivery
zones 202-212 at a future time.

In the example of FIG. 2, suppose that a buyer 110 would
like to order an item for delivery to the delivery location 126.
As one example, the buyer device may use the GPS receiver
onboard the buyer device to determine a current location of
the buyer device, and may provide this information to the
buyer application. The buyer application on the buyer device
may determine the delivery location for the order and may
present a delivery location in a GUI on the buyer device, as
discussed additionally below. In some cases, the buyer
device may send the delivery location and an indication of
a delivery time to the service computing device. As men-
tioned above, if the buyer does not enter specified time
information, the buyer application may default to an
assumption that the buyer would like to order now for
immediate delivery, but may provide the buyer with an
option for selecting a later delivery time or date. Thus,
unless the buyer has specified a later time for delivery, the
buyer application need not send time information to the
service computing device, and the service computing device
may determine a default delivery time interval, such as
30-60 minutes from receipt of the delivery location from the
buyer device, 20-65 minutes, or other suitable time period
depending on the average times in the local region for
completion of delivery orders. In some cases, the determi-
nation of the delivery time interval may be based in part on
the current time of day at which the communication is
received from the buyer device, e.g., if courier times are
short when the communication is received, e.g., at 1:30 pm,
then the delivery time interval may be shorter (e.g., within
the next 45 minutes) than during rush hour, e.g., from
4:30-6:30 PM, when the delivery time interval may be
longer (e.g., within the next hour).

Further, as the service computing device receives updates
of local conditions, such as from the couriers 120 and/or
from web servers or other sources of information, the service
computing device may determine the delivery zones 202-
212 for the respective merchants 114(1)-114(3). Accord-
ingly, the delivery zones 202-212 may, in some cases, be
determined in advance of receiving a communication from
the buyer 110. In other cases, however, the delivery zones
202-212 may be determined on the fly after receiving the
indicated delivery location from the buyer device and deter-
mining a delivery time interval.

In either case, in response to receiving the buyer delivery
location 126, and based in part on a delivery time interval,
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the service computing device (or in some examples, the
buyer application) may determine which of the delivery
zones 202-212 encompass the delivery location 126. Thus,
in this example, the delivery location 126 is included in all
three delivery zones 204-208 of the second merchant 114(2),
and is included in the first delivery zone 210 of the third
merchant 114(3). Further, the delivery location 126 is out-
side of the delivery zone 202 of the first merchant 114(1) and
is outside the second delivery zone 212 of the third merchant
114(3). Accordingly, the service computing device may send
merchant and/or item information to the buyer device based
on the delivery zones 204, 206, 208 and 210 within which
the delivery location 126 is included.

Based on the merchant and/or item information, the buyer
device may present a GUI that includes merchants and items
and the delivery fee that are available for the buyer to select
for delivery during various time periods. Thus, the GUI may
indicate that the buyer 110 can order all or selected items or
categories of items offered by the second merchant 114(2),
and/or the buyer 110 can order item or category of items
offered by the third merchant 114(3). In some examples, the
GUI presented on the buyer device may omit the first
merchant 114(1) and the second item or second category of
items offered by the third merchant 114(3). In other
examples, these options may be grayed out, crossed out, or
otherwise indicated to be not currently selectable for the
current delivery time interval. In yet another example, the
options may indicate the merchant to provide delivery at
higher or substantially lower delivery fee based at least on
the shared revenue between the merchant and the service
computing device. The delivery zones in this figure are
shown to be concentric; however, other shapes and configu-
rations are possible. The delivery zones can expand and
contract, for example based on whether the shared revenue
parameter increases or decreases for a particular merchant
(as shown by various dotted lines). The expansion and
contraction can happen concentrically, such that only the
radius differs but the center remains the same.

FIG. 3 is a picture illustration of example fluid delivery
zones 300 according to a second embodiment of the present
subject matter. In this example, suppose that the local
conditions have changed, such as delivery costs may have
changed as a result of the shared-revenue relationship
between the merchants and/or the service or the feedback
received from couriers reporting actual delivery cost due to
traffic or weather conditions, or the like. Based at least in
part on the change in local conditions, some or all of the
delivery zones 202-212 may have expanded or contracted
based at least in part on a increase or decrease in the adjusted
delivery costs to deliver the item from the delivery location
126 from the pickup locations 124 of the merchants 114.

Therefore, as shown, at a first time instant, when the
shared-revenue was lower, the third merchant 114(3) may or
may not have been able to cater to the buyer’s delivery
location 126 and as such the buyer’s delivery location 126
may not have been in the delivery zone 212 of the third
merchant 114(3), but only in the delivery zone 202 of the
first merchant 114(1).

To this end, in one embodiment, the service computing
device 102 determines the shared revenue parameter
between the merchants and the service provider and accord-
ingly expands or contracts the delivery boundaries (from R1
to R2) to cater to buyers who were not originally in the
delivery zones. The delivery boundaries are fluid and may or
may not adhere to a specific shape or form and may be
configured to include specific buyers, locations, or delivery
of specific items. The shared revenue parameter corresponds
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to a financial account that applies towards the original
delivery cost, such that buyer’s delivery fee is defrayed.

The buyer application may present in a GUI, merchant
information that includes all items offered by the first
merchant 114(1), as well as the item or category of items
offered by the third merchant 114(3). Furthermore, the
delivery fee may be substantially similar to or less than the
delivery fee applicable to merchants within the buyer’s
original delivery zone. The service computing device 102
sends updated delivery fees corresponding to the adjusted
delivery costs to the buyer device that is displayed on the
GUI of the buyer application. So, the buyer application may
see the delivery fees for the first merchant’s items may be
lower, higher or equal than the delivery fees for the third
merchant. The merchant may have a shared-revenue value of
R1 that excludes the buyer from the delivery zone or causes
the delivery fee to be substantially higher. By varying the
shared-revenue value from R1 to R2 (e.g., R2>R1), the
delivery zone can be varied, for example, fluidly and not
conforming to any shape, to include the specific buyer or a
group of buyers.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of determining fluid delivery
zones corresponding to the buyer’s delivery location 126
based on the merchant-service provider shared revenue
relationship, according to some implementations. The ser-
vice region is shown in rectangle 400. In this example, rather
than determining entire delivery zones around each mer-
chant as in the FIG. 2, delivery zones are determined based
on the delivery location 126 of the buyer and/or a delivery
time interval. For example, in some cases, the merchant or
the service provider may record an increase in demand from
aparticular buyer location or region. In another example, the
merchant or the service provider may record an increase in
demand from a particular buyer region and/or time of day,
such as during lunchtime on a normal workday. In such
cases, the value of merchant’s shared revenue parameter
may be substantially higher due to increased profit, thus
enabling the service computing device 102 or the merchant
device to forward a portion of the shared-revenue towards
the delivery costs of the buyer.

The service computing device (or the buyer device in
some examples) may determine, based at least in part on the
shared-revenue parameter and/or local conditions for the
delivery time interval, delivery zones that are fluid and
dynamic in nature. The delivery region 402 may change
dynamically based on the shared-revenue parameter set or
determined by the zone determination component 150 and
other factors, such that even buyers beyond a threshold
travel time of a courier and distance are able to order. This
is possible since the service computing device 102 defrays
the buyer delivery fee by contributing a portion of the shared
revenue towards delivering items from certain merchants to
new buyers outside the original delivery zone. As the zone
determination component 150 changes delivery boundaries,
the order processing component 140 facilitates delivery of
items from the newly added merchants in the new delivery
zone by mobilizing and re-arranging the couriers. The
couriers are arranged to support both actual delivery of items
within the reduced delivery costs since the delivery costs are
now borne by the service computing device 102.

In the illustrated example, the order processing compo-
nent 140 may determine to have at least one courier 120(1)
stationed at a first courier location and at least one second
courier 120(2) stationed at a second courier location. For
instance, the first courier location may be selected based at
least in part on a prediction that a first plurality of buyers
404(1) will place orders for one or more selected items from



US 10,176,448 B1

17

the first courier 120(1). Similarly, the second courier loca-
tion may be selected based at least in part on a prediction that
a second plurality of buyers 404(2) will place orders for one
or more selected items from the second courier 120(2). The
prediction of the number of orders that might be received in
a particular area of the delivery region may change depend-
ing on the time of day and day of the week. For example, the
number of orders received on a weekday may differ sub-
stantially from the number of orders received on a weekend
day, such as based on whether the area of the delivery region
is in a business district or residential district.

In addition, the delivery region 402 may be changed
dynamically based on information received from buyer
applications of buyers 110 that are located outside of the
delivery region 402. For instance, suppose that multiple
application-open events are received from a third plurality of
buyers 404(3) located in an area outside of the current
delivery region 402. In some cases, the zone determination
component 150 may use clustering techniques, such as
based on the frequency and density of the application-open
events to determine a new area 406 to add to the original
delivery region 402. For example, the order processing
component 140 may determine distances between the loca-
tions of the buyers 110 when the application-open events
occurred and may assume that these locations would corre-
spond to delivery locations if the third plurality of buyers
404(3) were to place orders for delivery of the items. If the
number of application-open events received within a thresh-
old time period are from a sufficient number of buyers 110
to meet a minimum threshold number of buyers, and are
clustered in to an area sufficiently close to each other, the
order processing component 140 may determine to expand
the delivery region to encompass the arca 406 that includes
the cluster of locations associated with the third plurality of
buyers 404(3).

Based on the locations determined from the application-
open events received from the third plurality of buyers
404(3), the order processing component 140 may recom-
mend that a third courier 120(3) be stationed at a third
courier location that is within a threshold delivery location
or travel time of at least some of the plurality of buyers
404(3). In some examples, threshold delivery travel time
may be selected such that the third courier 120(3) is able to
arrive at the locations associated with the buyers 110 in the
third plurality of buyers 404(3) within a threshold time, such
as 15 minutes or less. Additionally, in some cases, the third
plurality of buyers 404(3) may be determined using clus-
tering techniques. For instance, a centroid may be deter-
mined for the cluster, and the third courier location may be
selected based at least in part on the cluster centroid. Further,
as mentioned above, in some examples the expansion of the
delivery region 402 may be for certain times of day, for
certain days of the week, and for certain types of items.

The boundaries in this example are shown to be fluid and
not conforming to a particular shape or form, however,
defined and fixed boundaries may be drawn such that instead
of a specific buyer or a buyer region, a number of new
buyers are included in the new delivery zone of a specific
merchant, based at least on the shared-revenue relationship
of the merchant and the entity controlling the couriers.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example 500 of determining a courier
route for delivery of items to new delivery zones, according
to some implementations. As explained above, the delivery
boundaries can be dynamically and/or disproportionately
varied to include new buyers in regions outside the original
delivery zones, for example based at least on a merchant-
courier shared revenue parameter. The service computing
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device 102 may re-route courier paths to support addition of
new buyers. One such implementation is explained below. In
this example, the courier 120 has items 118 to delivery to a
new buyer previously excluded but who is now in a new
delivery zone. The items 118 may be contained in an
insulated backpack or other type of travel container 502 that
includes an insulated outer wall 504 and one or more
temperature control devices 506, such as temperature con-
trol devices 506(1) and 506(2). For instance, in the case that
the items 118 are to be kept hot to avoid spoilage, the
temperature control devices 506 may be heat packs. Alter-
natively, in the case that the items 118 are to be kept cool to
avoid spoilage, the temperature control devices 506 may be
cold packs.

In this example, suppose that the service computing
device 102 receives, from a first buyer device 132(1) asso-
ciated with a first buyer 110(1) and indication of a first
delivery location 126(1). The service computing device may
determine that a location 120 of the courier 508 is within a
threshold delivery travel time of the first delivery location
126(1). For example, the service computing device may use
map information, as discussed additionally below, to deter-
mine the distance from the courier location 120 to the first
delivery location 126(1). Based on this distance, the service
computing device 102 may determine that the estimated
time travel time for the courier 508 from the current courier
location to the first delivery location is a time T1. The
service computing device may further determine that time
T1 is less than the minimum threshold travel time. In some
examples, the determination of the time T1 may be based on
a large number of past deliveries made by couriers in the
current delivery area, or in geographically similar to delivery
areas. Further, in some cases the determination may be based
in part on the type of vehicle that the courier 508 is using,
whereas in other examples, the determination may be made
without regard to the type of vehicle. For instance, when
travel distances are short a motorized vehicle may have little
advantages over a bicycle.

Based on the determination that the courier 508 is within
the threshold delivery time of the first delivery location
126(1), the service computing device 102 may send item
information to the first buyer device 132(1), which may
include information about the type of item in the couriers
travel container 502. In this example, suppose that the first
buyer 110(1) places an order for items 118. In response, the
service computing device 102 may send, to the courier
device 136, first order information for a first order for items
118 to be delivered to the first buyer 110(1) at the first
delivery location 126(1). The courier 508 may use the
courier device 136 to acknowledge receipt of the order, and
may begin traveling toward the first delivery location 126
.

In the meanwhile, suppose that two additional buyers
110(2) and 110(3) have provided information regarding their
respective delivery locations 126(2) and 126(3) via their
respective buyer devices 132(2) and 132(3). The delivery
locations 126(2) and 126(3) are further away from the
merchant’s original delivery zone, however due to the
merchant-courier shared relationship, the service computing
device 102 has expanded the delivery zone beyond the
original delivery zone to now include both delivery locations
126(2) and 126(3).

The service computing device 102 may determine that the
courier 508 is within the threshold delivery time of the
second delivery location 126(2) and the third delivery loca-
tion 126(3). Accordingly, the service computing device 102
may send item information to the second buyer device
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132(2) in the third buyer device 132(3) based on the inven-
tory in the courier’s travel container 502. Suppose that the
second buyer orders one item 118 and the third buyer orders
three items 118. The service computing device 102 may
determine that the travel time T2 (i.e., from the first delivery
location 126(1) to the second delivery location 126(2)) plus
the travel time T3 (i.e., from the second delivery location
126(2) to the third delivery location 126(3)) plus the remain-
der of the travel time from the courier’s current location to
the first delivery location 126(1) is less than the threshold
travel time for delivery of the item to the third delivery
location 126(3). Accordingly, the service computing device
102 may accept the orders from the second buyer and the
third buyer, and may send order information for these orders
to the courier device 136. Further, the service computing
device 102 may note that the courier only has five available
items 118 remaining in the inventory of the courier 508.
Furthermore, suppose that after the courier 508 delivers the
first order to the first buyer 110(1), the service computing
device 102 receives two more orders, e.g., a fourth order
from a fourth buyer 110(4) for two items 118 to be delivered
to a fourth delivery location 126(4), and a fifth order from
a fifth buyer 110(5) for one item 118 to be delivered to a fifth
delivery location 126(5). Furthermore, suppose that the time
T5 from the second delivery location 126(2) to the fifth
delivery location 126(5) plus the time T6 from the fifth
delivery location 126(5) to the third delivery location 126(3)
is not substantially greater than the time T3. Accordingly, the
service computing device 102 may reroute the courier to the
fifth delivery location 126(5) and then to the third delivery
location 126(3), while still enabling the courier to deliver the
items 118 to the third delivery location 126(3) under the
threshold total travel time.

Additionally, prior to the fifth buyer 110(5) placing the
fifth order, suppose that a sixth buyer 110(6) had opened the
application on the buyer device 132(6), but had not yet
placed an order. For example, the service computing device
may have determined that a courier travel time to the sixth
delivery location 126(6) is within the threshold travel time
of the courier when taking into consideration, the travel
times to which the courier is already committed. Subse-
quently, after the fifth buyer places the fifth order, the courier
508 no longer has any items available in inventory. Because
all of the items in the courier’s inventory have been ordered
by other buyers, if the sixth buyer 110(6) attempts to place
an order for one of the items, the sixth buyer 110(6) may be
informed that the item is no longer available despite the
travel time T7 being within the threshold delivery travel
time. In some examples, the sixth buyer 110(6) may be able
to request a notification when another courier is within a
threshold travel time of the sixth delivery location 126(6).
Alternatively, if the service computing device 102 has
already assigned another courier to the area, the sixth buyer
110(6) may be able to order an item from the other courier’s
inventory.

FIGS. 6 and 7 are flow diagrams illustrating example
processes according to some implementations. The pro-
cesses are illustrated as collections of blocks in logical flow
diagrams, which represent a sequence of operations, some or
all of which can be implemented in hardware, software or a
combination thereof. In the context of software, the blocks
may represent computer-executable instructions stored on
one or more computer-readable media that, when executed
by one or more processors, program the processors to
perform the recited operations. Generally, computer-execut-
able instructions include routines, programs, objects, com-
ponents, data structures and the like that perform particular
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functions or implement particular data types. The order in
which the blocks are described should not be construed as a
limitation. Any number of the described blocks can be
combined in any order and/or in parallel to implement the
process, or alternative processes, and not all of the blocks
need be executed. For discussion purposes, the processes are
described with reference to the environments, systems and
devices described in the examples herein, although the
processes may be implemented in a wide variety of other
environments, systems and devices.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating an example process
600 for determining item information based on fluid delivery
zones according to some implementations. In some
examples, the process may be executed in part by the service
computing device 102 and in part by the buyer device 132.

At 602, the buyer device, as may determine, for a plurality
of merchants, pickup locations and items offered by the
merchants for delivery. For example, each merchant may be
associated with a merchant pickup location and at least one
item that is offered for delivery. For this, the service com-
puting device 102 in conjunction with the merchant device
may present, on a display of the device, information related
to items available for delivery from a plurality of merchants.
For example, the device may present a graphic user interface
that enables the buyer to select a particular merchant, and
select one or more items to order from the particular
merchant.

At 604, the service computing device may receive, as an
order for delivery, a selection of item or items to order from
a first merchant of the plurality of merchants. For instance,
the buyer may select a particular item from a particular
merchant as a first order. The buyer may or may not send the
first order information to the service computing device at
this time. The service computing device may receive, from
a buyer device, an indicated delivery location and may
determine a delivery time interval. For example, the deliver
time interval may be determined based on the time at which
the communication of the delivery location is received from
the buyer device, or may be determined based on time
information received from the buyer device, such as in the
case that the buyer would like delivery at a later time or on
a later day. In some examples, the indicated delivery location
may be based at least in part on a geographic location of the
buyer device determined through information from a GPS
receiver included in the buyer device. In other examples, the
indicated delivery location may be a default location, may be
entered manually by the buyer, and/or may be a previously
used location. In this example, the buyer location may be at
a distance more than the threshold distance from the mer-
chant location. In other words, the buyer may not be in an
originally determined delivery zone, and as such the deliv-
ery fee may either be high or unavailable at this point. To
provide delivery, the following steps may be applied.

At 606, the device may compute a shared-revenue value.
This value may either be stored in a database and fixed for
all orders, or it may be computed in real-time. For example,
based on merchant’s inventory, past orders, local event
information, weather and traffic conditions, a computational
delivery model may compute a shared-revenue value. The
shared revenue value, in one example, configures the deliv-
ery cost structure, and is in some cases, directly proportional
to the delivery fee.

At 608, the device may determine whether a shared-
revenue value corresponding to the merchant is above a
threshold value. For example, the determination is made
based on a database that has either a fixed shared-revenue
value or a predicted value at that point in time.
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If the shared-revenue value is lower than a threshold value
(“No” branch), the service computing device keeps the
delivery zones unchanged as shown in step 610. For
example, the delivery zones may be determined based on the
distance of the merchant from the buyers.

However, if the shared-revenue value is more than a
threshold value (“Yes” branch), the service computing
device may determine, for the items, respective fixed or
current shared-revenue values corresponding to each of the
items or the merchant as shown in step 612. In some cases,
the service computing device may predict delivery zones
based at least in part on spoilage times provided by the
respective merchants. The predicted spoilage times may
further be predicted based at least in part on feedback
received from a plurality of buyer devices associated with a
plurality of different buyers and/or feedback received from
courier devices associated with respective couriers. The
predicted spoilage times may further be predicated based at
least in part on predicted weather conditions for the region.

At 614, the service computing device determine the
courier route and courier travel times from the respective
pickup locations to the delivery location for a plurality of
time periods. For instance, the predicted courier travel times
may be determined for a current time period based on
current traffic, current weather, etc. Further, the predicted
courier travel times may be determined for one or more later
time periods, such as based on predicted traffic, predicted
weather, predicted local events, and so forth. As discussed
above with respect to FIG. 1, past order information and
other information may be considered with determining the
predicted courier travel times. Accordingly, the service
computing device may determine a courier route with say
least spoilage time or least courier time or both. Then, the
service computing device allocates a portion of the shared
revenue towards the delivery of items to buyers, such as
those outside the original delivery zone and the remaining
cost is used to determined a delivery fee to the buyer. The
service computing device may determine a delivery fee to
the buyer and generate such a fee based on the shared-
revenue values and other rules.

At 616, the service computing device may send item
information about the items to the buyer device. For
example, the service computing device may send the mer-
chant and item information to the buyer device in response
to receiving the indicated delivery location and based on a
determined delivery time interval. In other examples, the
buyer application on the buyer device may determine the
merchant and item information based information received
from the service computing device and/or other sources. The
device also sends for display the new delivery fee that allows
previously excluded buyers to buy at discounted or nominal
delivery fees.

At 618, the device receives approval from a buyer through
a buyer device indicating acceptance of the new delivery fee
and the order details. Accordingly, the device applies the
optimal courier route by implementing the new delivery fee
and the portion of shared revenue towards delivery.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating an example process
700 for determining an optimal shared-revenue value
according to some implementations. In some examples, the
process may be executed by the service computing device
102 or by another suitable computing device.

At 702, the computing device may receive, over time,
from a plurality of courier devices associated with a plurality
of couriers, electronic communications indicating respective
geographic locations of the courier devices in a region based
on information from GPS receivers onboard the courier
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devices. The extent of this region is decided by the maxi-
mum possible shared value. Thus assuming 50% of the
revenue shared towards the delivery can be applied towards
the delivery, the regions can be further away than current
delivery zones. Furthermore, the new regions may not
currently have couriers stationed, in which case, default or
historic information may be used. In other examples, the
region may be specified by the largest area that a merchant
wishes to cater to.

At 704, the computing device may determine, at least in
part from the received courier device locations, local con-
ditions such as weather conditions and traffic conditions in
the region.

At 706, the computing device may determine predicted
courier travel times from various merchant locations to
delivery locations and/or to potential delivery locations
based at least in part on the traffic conditions in the region.
In some cases, this determination may be based on methods
that are exhaustive but computation and resource intensive,
e.g., brute force algorithms covering all possible merchants
and all possible buyers using all couriers available. In other
cases, the determination may be random and sample-based
and requiring less computation power, e.g., Monte-Carlo
simulation and other heuristic based models.

At 708, the computing device may determine, at least in
part from the received courier device locations, predicted
and actual courier travel times for a particular order, based
on a first time at which a respective courier picked up the
order from a merchant pickup location and a second time at
which the respective courier delivered the order to the
delivery location. The computing device may compare the
actual courier travel time with a predicted courier travel time
for the particular order to determine a difference between the
predicted courier travel time and the actual courier travel
time. The computing device may adjust a computational
model or other technique for determining the predicted
courier travel times based at least in part on the difference
between the actual courier travel time and the predicted
courier travel time.

At 710, the computing device may determine, at least in
part, requests of items from a specific merchant in the
region. The requests may be received through buyer appli-
cations from all buyers in the region.

At 712, based on the demand, the computing device may
predict a shared-revenue value different from the current
shared-revenue value to fulfill the requests of buyers in the
region outside of the merchant’s current delivery zone. The
shared-revenue value may also be based on the predicted
courier times. The display may include a scale for the
merchant to experiment with and choose a value that allows
him to make profits while expanding market reach. The
merchant may fix or choose to keep the shared revenue value
variable with time and as demand grows or reduces.

The example processes described herein are only
examples of processes provided for discussion purposes.
Numerous other variations will be apparent to those of skill
in the art in light of the disclosure herein. Additionally, while
the disclosure herein sets forth several examples of suitable
frameworks, architectures and environments for executing
the processes, implementations herein are not limited to the
particular examples shown and discussed. Furthermore, this
disclosure provides various example implementations, as
described and as illustrated in the drawings. However, this
disclosure is not limited to the implementations described
and illustrated herein, but can extend to other implementa-
tions, as would be known or as would become known to
those skilled in the art.
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FIG. 8 illustrates an example graphic user interface (GUI)
800 for presenting item information on a display 802 asso-
ciated with a buyer app 134(1) on the buyer device 132
according to some implementations. The GUI 800 presents
information about one or more merchants (M1 and M2) that
may be selected for delivery to enable a buyer to use the
buyer device 132 to place an order for one or more of the
items. As one example, the GUI 800 may be presented when
a buyer accesses the buyer application 134 on the buyer
device 132 to browse through a listing of merchants from
whom the buyer may order items for delivery. The buyer
application may determine the delivery location 804 to
which the buyer is seeking delivery and may send the
intended delivery location to the service computing device.
For instance, when the buyer initially opens the buyer
application on the buyer device 132, the buyer application
may request that the buyer confirm a determined delivery
location 804, such as by tapping on or otherwise selecting a
virtual control (not shown in FIG. 8) presented on the
display 802. When the buyer has verified or otherwise
specified the delivery location 804 for the order, the buyer
application may cause the buyer device to send the delivery
location 804 to the service computing device.

The GUI 800 includes the indicated delivery location 804,
such as an address to which the buyer’s order is to be
delivered. In some examples, the delivery location 804 may
be determined by the buyer application based on a current
location of the buyer device 132, as indicated, e.g., by one
or more location sensors included in the buyer device 132.
For example, the current location may be determined from
GPS information provided by an onboard GPS receiver,
and/or from wireless access point information, cell tower
information, or the like, determined through one or more
communication interfaces, and/or through various other
techniques

In some examples, the delivery location 804 may be
entered manually by the buyer, may have been previously
used by the buyer, and/or may be a default location that may
be changed by the buyer through interaction of the buyer
with the GUI 800. As mentioned above, in some examples,
the items available for delivery may change based on the
indicated delivery location 804. Accordingly, the buyer
application may determine the indicated delivery location
804 prior to presentation of the item information.

In response to receiving the delivery location, the service
computing device may send, to the buyer on his buyer
application 134(1), a listing of merchants (e.g., M1, M2 and
so on) with whom the buyer is able to place an order. In
addition, the service computing device may compare the
intended delivery location with any locations beyond a
threshold distance of the delivery location 804 of the buyer,
but offering a delivery fee lower than a predetermined
delivery fee.

The GUI 800 further includes a current time 806, and an
indication 808 that the user is ordering for a current delivery
period, which is lunch time in this example. Further, the GUI
800 includes an indicator 810 that the user may swipe the
screen view items available at other delivery periods, such
as dinner time or lunch tomorrow. In some cases, various
different items obtained from different merchants may be
available based on the time of day and day of the week.

As one example, a buyer who is interested in paying a
specific reduced delivery fee may be presented with a listing
of merchants offering the specific delivery fee irrespective of
the distance of the merchant from the buyer’s delivery
location. In one implementation, the reduced delivery fee is
a factor of the shared revenue parameter corresponding to
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merchants in a geographical region, e.g., a city. So, the
delivery fee is higher for merchants having lower shared
revenue and lower for merchants having higher shared
revenue values. The delivery fee may also be a factor of the
distance of the delivery location from the merchant’s pick up
location. So, the delivery fee may be relatively lower for a
buyer’s location that is close to the merchant than further
away. In addition, a portion of the higher shared-revenue can
be used to either eliminate or substantially reduce the
delivery fee paid by the buyer. The buyer may select a
merchant from this list for placing an order, which may
result in a discounted delivery fee for the order. As men-
tioned above, the list of merchants available for discounted
delivery may include merchants within a threshold proxim-
ity to merchants having orders pending. As another example,
if the buyer does not care to order from the merchants
currently available for discounted delivery, the buyer may
indicate a desire to be notified when additional merchants
are selected for orders to be delivered to a delivery location
within a threshold distance of the buyer’s delivery location.
As still another example, the buyer may indicate a desire to
be notified whenever a particular merchant that is not
currently in the delivery zone that will be delivered to a
delivery location within a threshold distance of the buyer’s
delivery location.

In the illustrated example, the GUI 800 presents item
information 812 about two merchants and items offered by
the merchants. The merchants offering delivery to the buy-
er’s location are listed on the interface, and are listed in order
of distance as well as the cost of delivery to the buyer. As
described above, in one implementation, the merchants may
or may not be in proximity to the buyer and as such some
merchants may be further away. The merchants outside of
the original delivery zone of the buyer may be listed due to
application of the service computing device 102 to apportion
a part of the shared revenue towards delivery costs. In this
manner, the GUI 800 may present information about a
plurality of merchants from whom the buyer is able to order
items for delivery, some of whom may be associated with
discounted delivery fees.

For example, the buyer may scroll through the listing of
merchants, select a merchant from which to order, and then
be presented with a menu of the items provided by the
selected merchant. The item information 812 includes a
representative image 814 and a name 816 of one item (as
shown), e.g., “The Super Cheeseburger” or all items (not
shown). The item information for the first item may further
indicate the merchant name 818, e.g., “The Burger Restau-
rant”, and a description 820 of the first item. In addition, the
item information for the second item may include a repre-
sentative image 822, and a name 824 of another item, e.g.,
“The California Burrito”. The item information for other
item may further include the merchant name 826, e.g., “The
Tex-Mex Restaurant”, and a description 828 of the second
item. Further, while information about two items is pre-
sented in this example, information about other items, if
currently available for delivery, may be presented in the GUI
800 by the buyer scrolling or otherwise traversing through
the item information.

By default, the buyer application may be configured to
assume that the buyer wishes to order an item for delivery
as soon as possible, rather than at some point later in the day
or the next day. Accordingly, based on this assumption, the
GUI 800 may default to presenting item availability based
on the buyer wanting to order now and have delivery within,
e.g., 15 minutes. In some examples, if the buyer alternatively
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wishes to have the order delivered at a later time, the buyer
may be presented with an option for specifying a later
delivery time.

Based on the assumption that the buyer would like to
order an item now, the buyer application may receive and
present merchant information for the current time period,
e.g., as if the buyer wants the order placed immediately.
Thus, the user interface 800 may present the merchant
information for based on factors such as shared revenue
relationship, demand, current inventory of couriers within a
threshold delivery travel time of the indicated delivery
location 804 of the buyer, local conditions, such as weather,
etc.

For instance, as mentioned above, the order processing
component may determine couriers within a threshold deliv-
ery travel time of the delivery location 804, determine the
current inventories of those couriers, and may send merchant
and item information to the buyer based on the current
inventories and delivery fee structure determined based on
the shared-revenue relationship. In some examples, the
threshold delivery travel time may be based on the ability of
a courier to arrive at the delivery location within a threshold
time such as 15 minutes or less and/or within the delivery
cost allocated by the service computing device 102. The
travel time may be determined based on the distance
between the courier location and the delivery location and,
in some cases, further based on the type of vehicle that the
courier is using. Accordingly, in some cases, the threshold
distance may change somewhat depending on current traffic
conditions, an area of a city in which the delivery location
is located, and so forth, but the threshold delivery travel time
may be constant.

The GUI 800 may further include a price 830 for the first
item and a price 832 for the second item. For instance, the
buyer may tap on or otherwise select a first area 834 of the
GUI 800 to select the first item, or the buyer may tap on or
otherwise select a second area 836 of the GUI 800 to select
the second item. Accordingly, the areas 834 and 836 may
serve as virtual controls to enable the buyer to select one of
the merchants or even items from multiple merchants for
delivery. In some examples, a delivery fee may be included
in the prices 830 and 832 of the items presented in the GUI
800, while in other examples, a separate delivery fee may be
added to a total presented in subsequent user interface
presented to the buyer following selection of one of the
virtual controls 834 or 836. For example, the delivery fee of
$1.00 may be added to the merchant M1 that is within 2
miles of the delivery location 804; however, for the same
distance merchant M2 may offer free delivery due to a
higher shared revenue relationship with the couriers. This is
shown through fields 838 and 840. If the current buyer is not
interested in the merchants available to be selected for a
delivery discount, the buyer may select from any of the other
merchants listed in the GUI 800, such as The Italian Res-
taurant, or any other merchant presented in the GUI 800. In
some cases, a message may be presented to indicate that
higher delivery fee prices are in effect for these merchants.
Further, in some cases, the current buyer may request to be
notified when additional merchants become available for
discounted delivery, or when a particular merchant becomes
available for discounted delivery. At all other times, the GUI
800 may show higher delivery fee against the specific
merchant.

FIG. 9 illustrates an example GUI 900 that may be
presented on the display 901, such as in the case that the
buyer selects The Italian Restaurant to browse items avail-
able from this merchant and a delivery fee specific to each
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item. The GUI 900 may present the name 902 of the selected
merchant and, as indicated at 904, may provide a virtual
control to enable the buyer to go back to the GUI 800 to
select a different merchant, if desired. The GUI 900 may
further present a plurality of items available from the
selected merchant, such as a name 906 and a representative
image 908 of a first item, “Spaghetti Primavera”, a name 910
and representative image 912 of a second item, “Cheese
Lasagna”, and a name 914 and representative image 916 of
a third item, “Apple Pie A la Mode”. Further, while three
items are illustrated in the GUI 900 in this example, numer-
ous other items may be available from the selected merchant
and may be viewed, e.g., by scrolling or otherwise traversing
through the GUI 900.

In the illustrated example, the Spaghetti Primavera and
the Cheese Lasagna are available for ordering at a delivery
fee of $1.99 and $2.99 respectively, while the Apple Pie A
la Mode is not currently available for ordering. For example,
suppose that the Spaghetti Primavera and the Cheese Lasa-
gna are categorized in a first category of items offered by the
merchant, and have a shared-revenue relationship of 50%
and 25% respectively while the Apple Pie A la Mode is
categorized in a second category of items offered by the
merchant, and has no shared-revenue relationship associated
with it.

Furthermore, suppose that with local conditions taken into
consideration, such as current traffic, weather, and local
events, the predicted courier travel time from the pickup
location of The Italian Restaurant to the delivery location
specified by the buyer is predicted to be 21 minutes. Con-
sequently, the delivery location is treated as outside of the
delivery zone of The Italian Restaurant with regards to the
Apple Pie A la Mode, but the delivery location is treated as
inside the delivery zone of The Italian Restaurant with
regards to the Spaghetti Primavera and the Cheese Lasagna.
Furthermore, based on the shared-revenue relationship, the
delivery fee may be set at $1.99 and $2.99 respectively.
Consequently, as indicated at 918 and 920, respectively, the
Spaghetti Primavera and the Cheese Lasagna are indicated
to be available for immediate delivery, while as indicated at
922, the Apple Pie A 1la Mode is indicated to not be available
for delivery until a future time or until the shared-revenue
relationship for that item changes. Further, to visually indi-
cate that the Apple Pie A la Mode is not available for
selection at this time, a graphic indicator 924 may be
included in addition to the text 922 such as by overlaying a
strike-through, fading or graying-out information about the
Apple Pie A la Mode, or the like.

As one example, suppose that the current time is 4:56 PM
(and the buyer is using the buyer application on the buyer
device 132 to order dinner. The buyer application may
receive the merchant and/or item information from the zone
determination component on the service computing device,
and may present the merchant information and the respec-
tive items available from each merchant. For instance, if the
buyer wants to order the Cheeses Lasagna, elects to have the
order immediately queued with the merchant 902, and
delivered as soon as the order is ready, the buyer may select
the Cheese Lasagna and proceed with placing the order. In
some examples, to place an order, the buyer may select the
name or the representation of one or more of the items, such
as by tapping on a particular item representation or by
tapping on a zone associated with the particular item. The
buyer may then subsequently be presented with a pop-up
window, a separate GUI, or the like (not shown in FIG. 9),
asking the buyer to select or confirm a delivery time interval
and delivery price for the selected item. Accordingly, the
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buyer may select any of the available items to be delivered
within the desired delivery interval in this example. Alter-
natively, if the buyer also wants the Apple Pie A la Mode and
can wait until the delivery fee becomes a certain value to
have the order delivered, the buyer may change the desired
delivery time interval, and may select the Apple Pie A la
Mode and the Cheese Lasagna for delivery at the later
delivery time interval.

Alternatively, in some examples, rather than presenting
the buyer with an indication of when the unavailable item (or
unavailable merchant) may become available at a certain
delivery price, the GUI 900 may merely indicate that the
unavailable item (or merchant) may be available for order-
ing at a later time, and the GUI 900 may provide an option
for the buyer to request a notification. Thus, the buyer may
request that the service notify the buyer when a particular
item, or a particular merchant, becomes available to be
selected for a delivery to the indicated delivery location and
at a delivery fee. When the traffic and/or other local condi-
tions have changed sufficiently, so that a predicted delivery
price is expected to be lesser than the current delivery price,
the service may notify the buyer, such as by sending an
in-application message, an SMS (short messaging service)
text message, an email, or other electronic communication to
the buyer device. For instance, the service may project that
this change in local condition will occur at a certain time,
and may notity that buyer a threshold amount of time earlier
so that the buyer may place the order, and the order will be
ready for pickup by a courier by the time local condition has
changed as predicted. For example, the shared revenue may
change with time or an item as the demand for the item or
items changes over time. Accordingly, the merchant may
choose to increase or decrease the shared revenue factor to
expand and contract the delivery boundaries.

FIG. 10 illustrates an example GUI 1000 that may be
presented on a display 1002(1) associated with the first
buyer app 134(1) according to some implementations. The
GUI 1000 presents information, such as information related
to an order to be placed by the first buyer 110(1) using the
first buyer app 134(1). The GUI 1000 includes a delivery
address 1004 to which the order will be delivered. In some
examples, the delivery address 1004 may be determined by
the buyer application based on a current location of a device
associated with the first buyer 110(1). For example, the
current location may be determined from GPS information
provided by an on-board GPS device, wireless access point
information, cell tower information, and/or through various
other techniques.

In some examples, the delivery location 1004 may have
been previously entered by the first buyer as 126(1) and/or
may be a default location that may be changed by the first
buyer through interaction of the first buyer with the GUI
1000. For instance, suppose that when placing the order, the
first buyer is at work, but is planning to go home to receive
the order. Accordingly, the first buyer may specify the
delivery location 1004 to be the home address of the first
buyer even though the first buyer is not currently near the
home address.

The GUI 1000 further includes a user icon 1006 that the
first buyer may select to change an account associated with
the order, or to access other account information of the first
buyer’s account. Additionally, the GUI 1000 includes a
clock icon 1008 that the first buyer may select to change a
time associated with the order, such as for scheduling the
order to be delivered at a later time, e.g., later in the day, on
a future date, or the like.
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In the illustrated example, suppose that the first buyer has
selected a particular merchant, which in this example is the
Tex-Mex Restaurant, which is indicated by an identifying
image 1010 associated with the merchant, and a text name
1012 of the merchant in the GUI 1000. Further, suppose that
the first buyer has already completed selection of several
items from a menu of the selected merchant. Accordingly, as
indicated at 1014, the GUI 1000 may present the selections
made by the first buyer, which may include a listing 1016 of
the selected items and the price for each selected item. The
listing 1016 may further include a tax and gratuity amount
1018 to be charged for the order, a delivery fee 1020 to be
charged for the order, and an order total amount 1022 to be
charged for the order. The GUI 1000 may indicate to the first
buyer that the delivery fee is a discounted fee and is
therefore, not what would have been normally charged to the
first buyer (shown by striking off the normal delivery fee).
The difference between the normal delivery fee and the
discounted fee may be sent to the service. The service
applies funds stored as a result of a shared-revenue relation-
ship between the merchant and the courier service towards
the difference. In some cases, the delivery fee may vary in
real-time as the shared-revenue varies. For example, if the
volume of orders increases on a particular day or at a certain
time, the merchant can set a higher shared revenue, which
can be used to offset the delivery fee for buyers in the current
delivery zone or expand the delivery zone to include new
buyers.

If the first buyer desires to make any changes to the items
selected, the first buyer may tap or otherwise select an area
1024 in the GUI 1000 to either add more items or remove a
selected item. As indicated at 1026, the GUI 1000 may
further present an estimated delivery time for the order if the
first buyer were to proceed immediately with placement of
the order.

The GUI 1000 further includes a plurality of virtual
controls that may be selected by the first buyer for perform-
ing additional operations with respect to the order. For
instance, if the first buyer selects the virtual control 1028, the
buyer application may perform operations to view other
merchants with whom orders may be placed, rather than the
particular merchant. For instance, as mentioned above, if
one or more other merchants are offering the same delivery
fee and/or if proximity to the first buyer is not a concern, the
first buyer may be able to place an order with one of these
other merchants.

In another example, if the first buyer selects the virtual
control 1030, the buyer application may perform operations
to suggest a preferred delivery cost for the next order. For
instance, the buyer application may access an interactive
interface to provide recommendation on delivery costs on
both merchant and item basis.

As another example, the buyer application may send the
suggested delivery information to the service computing
device. The service computing device may analyze the
suggested delivery data received by the first buyer and other
buyers in a particular geographical area, and generate a
recommendation for the merchant. For example, the service
computing device may generate a value of shared-revenue
that will be sufficient to expand the merchant’s delivery zone
and provide them with growth opportunities, for example,
without affecting their profit distribution or by providing a
customer base that was not available before. The service
computing device may also send a communication to other
merchant devices either within a threshold distance of the
delivery location to increase the shared-revenue to show an
increased interest in online food orders or show increased
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interest in merchants offering items similar to merchant
1012, but who have a delivery fee higher than 1020.

In some examples, both the buyer application and the
service computing device may attempt to locate potential
merchants to participate in registering with the service by
increasing their current shared-revenue to the level of the
current merchant. Thus, the buyer application on the buyer
device 132(1) may attempt to locate nearby buyer devices
using short range communications and geo-fence tech-
niques, while the service computing device may also attempt
to locate other nearby buyer devices within a threshold
distance of the delivery location based on location informa-
tion received from the other buyer devices, or past history of
buyers who have placed orders from the delivery location
specified by the first buyer. In some cases, buyers may not
want their locations to be tracked by the service computing
device. Accordingly, if the service computing device does
not know the current location of a particular buyer device,
the service computing device may send an inquiry to the
particular buyer device only if the particular buyer has
ordered from a particular delivery location multiple times in
the past and at a time of day that is near to the current time
of day.

The service computing device can send the shared-rev-
enue recommendations to merchants in the form of alerts,
text notification, emails, or phone calls. The recommenda-
tions may be in the form of a slider to help a merchant
choose a shared-revenue that yields a specific delivery cost.
Of course, the slider is one way of representing information.
The information can be represented in several other ways
including, but not limited to, graphs, plots, charts, etc.

In addition, the GUI 1000 may present a second virtual
control 1030, which the buyer may select to specify a
delivery fee, especially if the delivery fee changes in real-
time. The first buyer may choose to wait for the lowest
delivery fee of the day if timing of the order is of no concern.
For example, the buyer may choose that the order be
delivered when the delivery is free. The buyer application
sends the request along with the order information to the
service computing device. The service computing device
collects all such requests and sends to the merchant which
can temporarily increase the shared-revenue based on the
volume of requests, to defray the delivery costs.

In addition, the GUI 1000 may present a third virtual
control 1032, which the buyer may select to add a comment
for this merchant to offer bulk or repeat orders, which may
encourage the merchant to review the shared-revenue and
thus, the delivery fee.

Additionally, the GUI 1000 may present a fourth virtual
control 1034, which the buyer may select to place the first
order immediately, rather than attempting to wait for a lower
delivery fee, as described above.

FIG. 11 is a conceptual block diagram 1100 illustrating an
example of determining information that may be used for
determining fluid delivery zones according to some imple-
mentations. In one implementation, the shared-revenue
value between the merchant and the service provider 104 is
fixed. However, in other implementations, the shared-rev-
enue value can be varied as other parameters, such as
demand for an item, traffic conditions, etc., changes. Accord-
ingly, the service provider 104 may use a portion of the
increased shared revenue value to deliver items to previ-
ously excluded and/or distant buyers. The embodiments
described herein disclose systems and methods in which the
shared-revenue may be adjusted as per varying conditions
and as a result, manner in which the zones may be expanded
in and out without conforming to a particular shape.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

30

In this example, the zone determination component 150
may receive the past order information 148 including mer-
chant historic information 1102, buyer historic information
1104, and courier historic information 1106. In addition, the
zone determination component 150 may receive past shared-
revenue data between couriers and different merchants 1107,
map information 1108, traffic information 1110, weather
information 1112, local event information 1114, and/or cur-
rent and recent courier location information 1116. Further,
while several types of information that may be used by the
zone determination component 150 are illustrated, in other
examples, other or additional types of information may be
used by the zone determination component 150, as discussed
above, and/or as will be apparent to those of skill in the art
having the benefit of the disclosure herein.

The merchant-courier revenue data 1107 includes historic
shared revenue data between the merchants and the service
computing device 102. The merchant historic information
1102 includes historic order information related to the
merchants, e.g., various types of information related to past
orders filled by the merchants that participate in the service
of the service provider 104. For instance, the merchant
historic information 1102 may include items ordered 1118
from each merchant at particular times on particular days of
the week, particular dates, and the like. Further, the mer-
chant historic information 1102 may include the delivery
preferences 1120 (such as spoilage time, a delivery price,
tax, or the like) for each item offered by each merchant and
the pickup locations 1122 associated with each merchant. As
one example, each merchant may specity a different shared-
revenue value for each item or each category of item offered
by the merchant. In some cases, the merchants may catego-
rize items into shared-revenue-based item categories unbe-
knownst to the buyers and/or couriers, such that items
having a similar shared revenue value categorized into the
same item category. In other examples, the service provider
may determine item shared-revenue values and/or item
categories based on empirical information, which may
include buyer and/or courier feedback, as discussed addi-
tionally below.

Additionally, the buyer historic information 1104 includes
historic order information related to the buyers. Examples of
buyer historic information 1104 may include order times
1124, e.g., a time of day, day of the week, and date on which
each order was placed. The buyer historic information 704
may further include delivery locations 1126 to which each
order was delivered, and spoilage feedback 1128. For
instance, as discussed additionally below, feedback may be
received from the buyer devices (and/or from the courier
devices) that may indicate if one or more items from an
order spoiled prior to delivery to the buyer. This feedback
may be used to adjust or otherwise change the delivery route
for particular items or categories of items offered by par-
ticular merchants. Also, the feedback may help the merchant
to increase the delivery charges to accommodate for a more
sophisticated means for delivery of the item or items to the
buyer outside of the normal delivery zone but now included
in the fluid delivery zone.

Further, the courier historic information 1106 includes
historic order information related to the couriers. For
example, the courier historic information 1106 may include
delivery travel times 1130, which may indicate the time that
an order was picked up and the time that the order was
delivered, e.g., how long it took each courier to deliver each
order after picking up the order from the merchant’s pickup
location. Additionally, location information 1132 may
include locations of individual couriers at different times of
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day, for different days of the week in different parts of the
service region. For instance, the courier location information
1132 may indicate speeds at which couriers are able to travel
on different streets in the service region at different times of
day, thereby providing an indication of traffic information
and an indication of predicted delivery travel times at
different times of day and different days of the week. The
location information 1132 may further indicate the delivery
route and how far each courier had to travel after picking up
each order to make delivery of the order.

In addition, the courier historic information 1106 may
include local conditions 1134, such as traffic conditions and
weather conditions when particular orders were fulfilled,
information regarding any local events taking place within
the service region when the orders were fulfilled, and the
like. Furthermore, the merchant historic information 1102,
the buyer historic information 1104, and the courier historic
information 1106 may include additional types of informa-
tion, with the foregoing being merely several examples of
the types of information that may be used by the zone
determination component 150.

In some implementations, the zone determination com-
ponent 150 may employ one or more computational models
1136 for determining predicted shared revenue values 1138
for all or various different items offered by various different
merchants. A shared-revenue value may be the percentage of
profits or cost of the item withheld by the service provider
104 or shared by the service provider 104 with the merchant.
The shared revenue value may be for each order, each item
or a group of orders. The shared revenue is computed and
settled at finalization of the order, processing of the order,
processing of several orders at the end of a day, or process-
ing of several orders from certain merchants, and so on.

The zone determination component 150 may determine
the predicted shared revenue value 1138 of various different
items based in part on the actual or preferred shared revenue
values 1120 indicated by the merchants, and/or further based
in part on the general values for merchants in the service
region over an upcoming period of time, or merchants
offering certain types of items. For instance, the merchants
offering Mexican food for delivery may all be associated
with a specific shared-revenue value while other restaurants
offering Italian cuisine may be associated with another
shared-revenue value. Accordingly, the shared revenue val-
ues 1120 provided by the merchants may provide a baseline
for the computational model 1136.

Further, the local weather may have an effect on shared-
revenue values, such as on unusually hot days, unusually
cold days, rainy days, and the like, that may not have been
taken into consideration by the merchants when estimating
spoilage times for their items, which further affects the
delivery arrangements to buyers further away. For example,
on a very hot day, items that are served hot may have an
extended spoilage time, while items that are served cold,
may have a decreased spoilage time, and vice versa on
unusually cold days. As another example, rainy days and
very humid days may decrease the spoilage time for certain
items such as items that are expected to be crisp or crunchy.
Thus, in one example, other factors may yield a value that
causes the boundaries to expand, however, weather condi-
tions may allow expansion only to a certain extent. Accord-
ingly, the weather information 1112 may be obtained from
an online source or other suitable source, and may be used
when determining the predicted shared-revenue values 1138.

Shared-revenue feedback 1128 from the buyers and/or
from the couriers to determine the number of buyers prof-
iting from the delivery zone expansion. The couriers can
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provide feedback to indicate interest in delivery in certain
excluded regions at certain times of the day, for example the
excluded region may be in the area where the courier takes
a lunch break. For instance, suppose that a particular item,
such as French fries from The Gourmet Burger Restaurant
discussed above, have been delivered to a large number of
buyers within the service region. One of this buyer may be
at a friend’s place within the delivery zone, however, may
wish to have the fries delivered at his home which is not
currently in the delivery zone. As one example, the buyer
application on the buyer device may provide the buyer with
the opportunity to provide feedback to indicate interest in
the fries and request for delivery at the new location. The
merchant, after receiving several such feedback, may choose
to increase the shared-revenue value to defray the delivery
costs for the buyers in the excluded delivery zone, inherently
expanding the original delivery zone to a new delivery zone
that includes buyers that submitted the feedback. The feed-
back may be transmitted automatically by the buyer appli-
cation to the service computing device.

The service computing device may apply parsing and text
recognition for determining, from particular orders, the
items to which the negative feedback applies. For instance,
words such as “high delivery fee”, “unavailable”, etc., when
included in the same comment as “fries” may indicate an
interest in French fries. Additionally, the buyer may also
send location information so that the merchant can configure
the delivery zone. Consequently, when a threshold level of
feedback has been received for an item or a category of
items from a particular merchant, the delivery boundaries for
the item or items may be adjusted temporarily or perma-
nently. As another example, if no feedback is received for
particular items or particular categories of items from a
particular merchant, the delivery boundaries stay as-is.

As still another example, the couriers may also provide
feedback for individual orders, such as regarding availability
or demand of certain items or the like. Accordingly, the
courier application on the courier device may provide the
couriers with one or more GUIs (not shown in FIG. 11) to
enable the couriers to provide feedback regarding delivery
availability, traffic conditions while delivering to a distant
location, quality of items on delivery to a distant location.
Furthermore, in some examples the couriers may be pro-
vided with an incentive to provide the feedback, such as for
additional compensation, points towards courier benefits,
rewards, prizes, or other types of incentives.

Additionally, in some cases, the items offered by each
merchant may be categorized into respective item categories
based in part on the predicted shared-revenue data 1138. The
use of item categories may simplify the merchant and item
information that is provided to the buyer device. As an
example, such item categories may be determined according
to a 5-minute, 10-minute, 15-minute granularity, or any
other suitable granularity. For instance, a first item category
may be for hot items that are predicted to spoil within 15
minutes of preparation, a second category may be for hot
items predicted to spoil within 25 minutes of preparation, a
third item category may be for cold items that are predicted
to spoil within 45 minutes of preparation, and so forth.
Accordingly, the merchant may choose to apply shared-
revenue towards cold items only, in one implementation, to
avoid spoilage of items during delivery to locations beyond
a certain distance from the merchant.

Furthermore, in some examples, the zone determination
component 150 may employ the one or more computational
models 1136 for determining predicted courier travel times
1140 between merchant pickup locations and potential deliv-
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ery locations and/or a particular delivery location specified
by a buyer, such as for a particular day during a particular
delivery time interval. The predicted courier travel times
1138 may be based in part on the courier historic information
1106, such as based on courier location information 1132
that indicates courier movement within the service region at
particular times, on particular days, on particular dates,
during particular types of weather, or while other local
conditions 1134 are in effect.

The predicted courier travel times may further be based at
least in part on current or future information, such as
weather forecast information 1112, and local event informa-
tion 1114. As one example, based at least in part on the one
or more computational models 1136, the zone determination
component 150 may determine a confidence score for a
prediction of how long it will take a courier to travel from
a first point to a second point within the service region at a
particular time on a particular day of the week. The current
and recent courier location information 1116 may also be
considered when determining the predicted courier travel
times 1140. For example, recent courier movement, or lack
thereof, may indicate unexpectedly heavy traffic. Addition-
ally, in some examples, traffic information 1110 from an
online map service, such as may be obtained from a web-
server or other network source, may also be used or taken
into consideration by the computational model when deter-
mining the predicted courier travel times.

As one example, the computational model(s) 1136 may
include one or more trained statistical models that account
for numerous pieces of information included in the past
order information 148, as well as current information, such
as time, day and date information, traffic information 1110,
weather information 1112, local event information 1114, and
the like. In some cases, the one or more statistical models
may be initially trained using a set of training data, checked
for accuracy, spoilage items, and then used for predicting at
least one of shared revenue, delivery fee, or courier travel
times based on a confidence score exceeding a specified
threshold of confidence. The statistical model(s) may be
periodically updated and re-trained based on new training
data to keep the model(s) up to date and accurate. Examples
of suitable statistical models that may be incorporated into
the computational model(s) 1136 herein may include regres-
sion models, such as linear and nonlinear regression models,
and stochastic models, such as Markov models, hidden
Markov models, and so forth.

Additionally, while the computational model 1136 has
been described as one example of a technique for predicting
shared revenue and delivery fee 1138 and/or predicted
courier travel times 1140, numerous other techniques, algo-
rithms, decision-making rules, and the like, may additionally
or alternatively be used for determining this information.
Accordingly, implementations herein are not limited to use
of a computational model 1136.

After the zone determination component 150 has deter-
mined, for an upcoming period of time, predicted shared-
revenue values 1138 and/or predicted courier travel times
1140, the zone determination component 150 may apply
zone determining logic 1142 to these predictions, such as to
generate delivery zones 1144 for merchants and/or for items
or categories of items offered by the merchants, such as for
particular times and days. In some instances, the zone
determining logic 1142 may also receive the current buyer
information 1146, such as an indicated delivery location
and/or an indicated desired delivery time, and may deter-
mine the delivery zones 1144 based on this information as
discussed above with respect to FIGS. 1-7.
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In some examples, the zone determining logic 1142 may
include one or more algorithms, one or more computational
models, a plurality of decision-making rules, or the like,
configured to determine delivery zones based on the pre-
dicted shared-revenue values 1138 and/or the predicted
courier travel times 1140. For instance, the zone determining
logic 1142 may employ the various different considerations
discussed above to determine the delivery zones based on
the predicted courier travel times 1140 from a particular
merchant pickup location to potential delivery locations
being less than the predicted spoilage times for particular
items or categories of items. The predicted courier travel
time may be determined based on map information, current
or predicted traffic conditions, as well as weather conditions,
local events, street closures, construction projects, and so
forth. Thus, the delivery zone of a particular merchant and
particular items offered by the merchant may expand and
contract with changes in traffic conditions, weather, and/or
other local conditions. For example, a particular merchant or
item may have a large delivery zone when traffic is light, but
the delivery zone may shrink substantially during rush hour.

In some cases, the delivery zones for respective merchants
and/or items may be calculated in advance, such as based on
the existing shared-revenue values. For instance, each deliv-
ery zone may be determined based on a radius, oval, or other
form or shape around a pickup location of a respective
merchant based on predicted courier travel times to the
perimeter of the delivery zone. If the spoilage time for a
particular item or category of items is 25 minutes, then the
perimeter of the delivery zone may generally be 25 minutes
of predicted courier travel time in every direction from the
pickup location of the merchant. In some cases, each deliv-
ery zone may be determined more precisely as a respective
polygon or partial polygon around each pickup location,
such as with the outer edges of the polygon being aligned
with individual streets at the perimeter of the respective
delivery zone. In other cases, the delivery zone may not
conform to any shape and is based on inclusion of certain
buyers irrespective of where they are located.

In addition, in some cases, the respective delivery zones
may be determined based at least in part on a cost function
that takes into account tolls, actual feedback, and predicted
courier travel time. Thus, the zone determining logic 1142
may determine the boundary of the delivery zone at a
plurality of points at which the cost of delivery becomes
prohibitive. For instance, a particular delivery zone may be
determined based on a probability of spoilage based in part
on the feedback 1128, e.g., if there is a 90 percent or greater
probability that an item can be delivered to a location at a
particular time without spoilage, then the location may be
included in the delivery zone for that item. This determina-
tion can be refined based on the feedback 1128 from the
buyers and/or the couriers. Furthermore, the cost function
may treat a toll as another cost of the order, which would
tend to make a delivery requiring payment of a toll less
likely as the cost of the toll increases relative to the cost of
the order. Additionally, or alternatively, tolls or geological
features, such as bodies of water without nearby bridges,
may be taken into consideration, and may result in hard
cutoffs that would exclude delivery across the tolls or across
other geological features that might not be easily traversed.

In some examples, the service provider may receive, from
a courier device, an indication of a time when the courier
picks up an order from a pickup location and a time at which
the courier delivers the order to the delivery location. The
service may adjust the delivery zones and/or the computa-
tional model 1136 and/or the zone determining logic 1142
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for determining the delivery zones based on the location
information and other feedback received from the courier
devices over a period of time. For example, if the actual
courier travel time is different from that predicted by the
computational model 1136, the computational model 1136
may be modified to predict courier travel times more accu-
rately. As another example, if delivery to a particular address
typically requires an additional 5-10 minutes between when
the courier arrives at the location and when the courier
indicates that the delivery is complete, the address may
correspond to a high rise building, or the like, and the
additional delivery time required may be taken into consid-
eration in the future when determining whether the particu-
lar building is included in a particular delivery zone.

Additionally, in some implementations, the determination
of respective delivery zones 1144 may be performed by the
buyer application on the buyer device, rather than on the
service computing device of the service provider. For
example, the buyer application on the buyer device may
keep track of the location of the buyer device using an
onboard GPS receiver or other location sensor. The buyer
application may periodically update the item delivery zones
and/or merchant delivery zones based on received informa-
tion, such as traffic information or weather information. For
example, the buyer application on the buyer device include
at least a portion of the zone determination component 150
and may determine at least one of predicted courier travel
times 1140, predicted delivery time 1136, and/or delivery
zones 1144, based on information received from the service
computing device and other sources of information.

Furthermore, the delivery zones 1144 may change day-
to-day and week-to-week based on current weather condi-
tions, local events, seasonal traffic patterns, and the like. As
one example, the zone determination component 150 may
use weather forecasts and other weather information 112, at
least in part, to determine delivery zones for upcoming days
for which weather forecasts are available. Similarly, local
event information 1114 about local events that may cause
street closures or may otherwise affect the traffic in the
service region can also be taken into consideration when
predicting courier travel times used for determining the
delivery zones.

In some examples, the courier application may automati-
cally send courier location information 1116 to the zone
determination component on a periodic basis while the
associated courier is on-duty or otherwise active. Alterna-
tively, the zone determination component 150 may periodi-
cally ping the courier devices of active couriers to determine
the couriers’ current locations. Each courier device may
include one or more location sensors, such as a GPS
receiver, or communication interfaces that can determine
(e.g., from cell towers or wireless access points) a geo-
graphic location of the courier device.

In some cases, the zone determination component gener-
ates an interactive slider allowing the merchant to vary the
shared-revenue values and determine how the delivery zone
varies in real-time. Alternatively, the zone determination
component may itself vary the delivery boundaries based on
a best-fit shared-revenue value at any point in time, thus
constantly including and excluding new buyers. Further,
even though the description above focuses on expansion to
include new buyers that were previously excluded, it will be
understood that by applying a similar logic, the methods and
systems can exclude buyers that were previously included
but should not be excluded based on updated shared-rev-
enue/profit models.
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FIG. 12 illustrates select components of the service com-
puting device 102 that may be used to implement some
functionality of the fluid delivery zones and order processing
services described herein. The service computing device 102
may include one or more servers or other types of computing
devices that may be embodied in any number of ways. For
instance, in the case of a server, the components, other
functional components, and data may be implemented on a
single server, a cluster of servers, a server farm or data
center, a cloud-hosted computing service, and so forth,
although other computer architectures may additionally or
alternatively be used.

Further, while the figures illustrate the components and
data of the service computing device 102 as being present in
a single location, these components and data may alterna-
tively be distributed across different computing devices and
different locations in any manner. Consequently, the func-
tions may be implemented by one or more service comput-
ing devices, with the various functionalities described above
distributed in various ways across the different computing
devices. Multiple service computing devices 102 may be
located together or separately, and organized, for example,
as virtual servers, server banks, and/or server farms. The
described functionality may be provided by the servers of a
single entity or enterprise, or may be provided by the servers
and/or services of multiple different entities or enterprises.

In the illustrated example, each service computing device
102 may include one or more processors 1202, one or more
computer-readable media 1204, and one or more commu-
nication interfaces 1206. Each processor 1202 may be a
single processing unit or a number of processing units, and
may include single or multiple computing units or multiple
processing cores. The processor(s) 1202 can be imple-
mented as one or more microprocessors, microcomputers,
microcontrollers, digital signal processors, central process-
ing units, state machines, logic circuitries, and/or any
devices that manipulate signals based on operational instruc-
tions. For instance, the processor(s) 1202 may be one or
more hardware processors and/or logic circuits of any suit-
able type specifically programmed or configured to execute
the algorithms and processes described herein. The proces-
sor(s) 1202 can be configured to fetch and execute com-
puter-readable instructions stored in the computer-readable
media 1204, which can program the processor(s) 1002 to
perform the functions described herein.

The computer-readable media 1204 may include volatile
and nonvolatile memory and/or removable and non-remov-
able media implemented in any type of technology for
storage of information, such as computer-readable instruc-
tions, data structures, program components, or other data.
Such computer-readable media 1204 may include, but is not
limited to, RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other
memory technology, optical storage, solid state storage,
magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage, RAID storage sys-
tems, storage arrays, network attached storage, storage area
networks, cloud storage, or any other medium that can be
used to store the desired information and that can be
accessed by a computing device. Depending on the configu-
ration of the service computing device 102, the computer-
readable media 1204 may be a type of computer-readable
storage media and/or may be a tangible non-transitory media
to the extent that when mentioned, non-transitory computer-
readable media exclude media such as energy, carrier sig-
nals, electromagnetic waves, and signals per se.

The computer-readable media 1204 may be used to store
any number of functional components that are executable by
the processors 1202. In many implementations, these func-
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tional components comprise instructions or programs that
are executable by the processors 1202 and that, when
executed, specifically configure the one or more processors
1202 to perform the actions attributed above to the service
computing device 102. Functional components stored in the
computer-readable media 1204 may include the order pro-
cessing component 140 and the zone determination compo-
nent 150. The zone determination component 150 may also
store past and current shared-revenue values between the
merchants and the service provider 104. Additional func-
tional components stored in the computer-readable media
1004 may include an operating system 1208 for controlling
and managing various functions of the service computing
device 102.

In addition, the computer-readable media 1204 may store
data used for performing the operations described herein.
Thus, the computer-readable media 1204 may store the
buyer information 142, including buyer accounts 1210, the
merchant information 144, including merchant accounts
1212, and the courier information 146, including courier
accounts 1214. Further, the computer-readable media may
include the past order information 146, such as the merchant
historic information 1102, the buyer historic information
1104, and the courier historic information 1106, and the
shared-revenue data 1107. The service computing device
102 may also include or maintain other functional compo-
nents and data not specifically shown in FIG. 12, such as
other components and data 1216, which may include pro-
grams, drivers, etc., and the data used or generated by the
functional components. Further, the service computing
device 102 may include many other logical, programmatic
and physical components, of which those described above
are merely examples that are related to the discussion herein.

The communication interface(s) 1206 may include one or
more interfaces and hardware components for enabling
communication with various other devices, such as over the
network(s) 106. For example, communication interface(s)
1206 may enable communication through one or more of the
Internet, cable networks, cellular networks, wireless net-
works (e.g., Wi-Fi) and wired networks (e.g., fiber optic and
Ethernet), as well as close-range communications, such as
BLUETOOTH®, BLUETOOTH® low energy, and the like,
as additionally enumerated elsewhere herein.

The service computing device 102 may further be
equipped with various input/output (I/O) devices 1218. Such
1/0 devices 1218 may include a display, various user inter-
face controls (e.g., buttons, joystick, keyboard, mouse, touch
screen, etc.), audio speakers, connection ports and so forth.

FIG. 13 illustrates select example components of the
buyer device 132 that may implement the functionality
described above according to some examples. The buyer
device 132 may be any of a number of different types of
portable computing devices. Some examples of the buyer
device 132 may include smart phones and mobile commu-
nication devices; tablet computing devices; laptops, net-
books and other portable computers; wearable computing
devices and/or body-mounted computing devices, which
may include watches and augmented reality devices, such as
helmets, goggles or glasses; and any other portable device
capable of sending communications and performing the
functions according to the techniques described herein.
Further, in some examples, the buyer device 132 may be a
stationary or semi-stationary computing device, such as a
desktop computer or other device with computing capabili-
ties. Furthermore, the merchant device 128 may include
hardware structures and components similar to those
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described for the buyer device 132, but with one or more
different functional components.

In the example of FIG. 13, the buyer device 132 includes
components such as at least one processor 1302, one or more
computer-readable media 1304, one or more communication
interfaces 1306, and one or more input/output (I/O) devices
1308. Each processor 1302 may itself comprise one or more
processors or processing cores. For example, the processor
1302 can be implemented as one or more miCroprocessors,
microcomputers, microcontrollers, digital signal processors,
central processing units, state machines, logic circuitries,
and/or any devices that manipulate signals based on opera-
tional instructions. In some cases, the processor 1302 may
be one or more hardware processors and/or logic circuits of
any suitable type specifically programmed or configured to
execute the algorithms and processes described herein. The
processor 1302 can be configured to fetch and execute
computer-readable processor-executable instructions stored
in the computer-readable media 1304.

Depending on the configuration of the buyer device 132,
the computer-readable media 1304 may be an example of
tangible non-transitory computer storage media and may
include volatile and nonvolatile memory and/or removable
and non-removable media implemented in any type of
technology for storage of information such as computer-
readable processor-executable instructions, data structures,
program components or other data. The computer-readable
media 1304 may include, but is not limited to, RAM, ROM,
EEPROM, flash memory, solid-state storage, magnetic disk
storage, optical storage, and/or other computer-readable
media technology. Further, in some cases, the buyer device
132 may access external storage, such as RAID storage
systems, storage arrays, network attached storage, storage
area networks, cloud storage, or any other medium that can
be used to store information and that can be accessed by the
processor 1302 directly or through another computing
device or network. Accordingly, the computer-readable
media 1304 may be computer storage media able to store
instructions, components, or components that may be
executed by the processor 1302. Further, when mentioned,
non-transitory computer-readable media exclude media such
as energy, carrier signals, electromagnetic waves, and sig-
nals per se.

The computer-readable media 1304 may be used to store
and maintain any number of functional components that are
executable by the processor 1302. In some implementations,
these functional components comprise instructions or pro-
grams that are executable by the processor 1302 and that,
when executed, implement operational logic for performing
the actions and services attributed above to the buyer device
132. Functional components of the buyer device 132 stored
in the computer-readable media 1304 may include the buyer
application 134, as discussed above, which may present the
buyer with one or more GUIs for placing an order, some
examples of which are described above. Additional func-
tional components may include an operating system 1310
for controlling and managing various functions of the buyer
device 132 and for enabling basic user interactions with the
buyer device 132.

In addition, the computer-readable media 1104 may also
store data, data structures and the like, that are used by the
functional components. Depending on the type of the buyer
device 132, the computer-readable media 1104 may also
optionally include other functional components and data,
such as other components and data 1312, which may include
applications, programs, drivers, etc., and the data used or
generated by the functional components. Further, the buyer
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device 132 may include many other logical, programmatic
and physical components, of which those described are
merely examples that are related to the discussion herein.

The communication interface(s) 1306 may include one or
more interfaces and hardware components for enabling
communication with various other devices, such as over the
network(s) 106 or directly. For example, communication
interface(s) 1306 may enable communication through one or
more of the Internet, cable networks, cellular networks,
wireless networks (e.g., Wi-Fi) and wired networks (e.g.,
fiber optic, Ethernet), as well as close-range communica-
tions such as BLUETOOTH®, BLUETOOTH® low energy,
and the like, as additionally enumerated elsewhere herein.

FIG. 13 further illustrates that the buyer device 132 may
include the display 802. Depending on the type of comput-
ing device used as the buyer device 132, the display 802 may
employ any suitable display technology. For example, the
display 802 may be a liquid crystal display, a plasma display,
a light emitting diode display, an OLED (organic light-
emitting diode) display, an electronic paper display, or any
other suitable type of display able to present digital content
thereon. In some examples, the display 802 may have a
touch sensor associated with the display 802 to provide a
touchscreen display configured to receive touch inputs for
enabling interaction with a GUI presented on the display
802. Accordingly, implementations herein are not limited to
any particular display technology. Alternatively, in some
examples, the buyer device 132 may not include a display.

The buyer device 132 may further include the one or more
1/0 devices 1308. The I/O devices 1308 may include speak-
ers, a microphone, a camera, and various user controls (e.g.,
buttons, a joystick, a keyboard, a keypad, etc.), a haptic
output device, and so forth. Other components included in
the buyer device 132 may include various types of sensors,
which may include a GPS receiver 1314 able to indicate
location information, as well as other sensors (not shown)
such as an accelerometer, gyroscope, compass, proximity
sensor, and the like. In some cases, the GPS receiver 1314
may be used by the buyer application 134 to determine a
current geographic location of the buyer device 132. Addi-
tionally, or alternatively, the communication interfaces 1306
may be used to determine the current location of the buyer
device 132, such as based on communication with nearby
cell towers, wireless access points, and the like. In some
examples, the buyer application 134 may send this location
information to the service computing device as an indicated
delivery location for the associated buyer. Additionally, the
buyer device 132 may include various other components that
are not shown, examples of which include removable stor-
age, a power source, such as a battery and power control
unit, and so forth.

FIG. 14 illustrates select example components of the
courier device 136 that may implement the functionality
described above according to some examples. The courier
device 136 may be any of a number of different types of
portable computing devices. Some examples of the courier
device 136 may include smart phones and mobile commu-
nication devices; tablet computing devices; laptops, net-
books and other portable computers; wearable computing
devices and/or body-mounted computing devices, which
may include watches and augmented reality devices, such as
helmets, goggles or glasses; and any other portable device
capable of sending communications and performing the
functions according to the techniques described herein.

In the example of FIG. 14, the courier device 136 includes
components such as at least one processor 1402, one or more
computer-readable media 1404, one or more communication
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interfaces 1406, and one or more input/output (I/O) devices
1408. Each processor 1402 may itself comprise one or more
processors or processing cores. For example, the processor
1402 can be implemented as one or more miCroprocessors,
microcomputers, microcontrollers, digital signal processors,
central processing units, state machines, logic circuitries,
and/or any devices that manipulate signals based on opera-
tional instructions. In some cases, the processor 1402 may
be one or more hardware processors and/or logic circuits of
any suitable type specifically programmed or configured to
execute the algorithms and processes described herein. The
processor 1202 can be configured to fetch and execute
computer-readable processor-executable instructions stored
in the computer-readable media 1404.

Depending on the configuration of the courier device 136,
the computer-readable media 1404 may be an example of
tangible non-transitory computer storage media and may
include volatile and nonvolatile memory and/or removable
and non-removable media implemented in any type of
technology for storage of information such as computer-
readable processor-executable instructions, data structures,
program components, or other data. The computer-readable
media 1404 may include, but is not limited to, RAM, ROM,
EEPROM, flash memory, solid-state storage, magnetic disk
storage, optical storage, and/or other computer-readable
media technology. Further, in some cases, the courier device
136 may access external storage, such as RAID storage
systems, storage arrays, network attached storage, storage
area networks, cloud storage, or any other medium that can
be used to store information and that can be accessed by the
processor 1202 directly or through another computing
device or network. Accordingly, the computer-readable
media 1404 may be computer storage media able to store
instructions, components, or components that may be
executed by the processor 1402. Further, when mentioned,
non-transitory computer-readable media exclude media such
as energy, carrier signals, electromagnetic waves, and sig-
nals per se.

The computer-readable media 1404 may be used to store
and maintain any number of functional components that are
executable by the processor 1402. In some implementations,
these functional components comprise instructions or pro-
grams that are executable by the processor 1402 and that,
when executed, implement operational logic for performing
the actions and services attributed above to the courier
device 136. Functional components of the courier device
136 stored in the computer-readable media 1404 may
include the courier application 138, as discussed above,
which may present the courier with one or more GUIs, some
examples of which are described above. Additional func-
tional components may include an operating system 1410
for controlling and managing various functions of the cou-
rier device 136 and for enabling basic user interactions with
the courier device 136.

In addition, the computer-readable media 1404 may also
store data, data structures and the like, that are used by the
functional components. Depending on the type of the courier
device 136, the computer-readable media 1404 may also
optionally include other functional components and data,
such as other components and data 1412, which may include
applications, programs, drivers, etc., and the data used or
generated by the functional components. Further, the courier
device 136 may include many other logical, programmatic,
and physical components, of which those described are
merely examples that are related to the discussion herein.

The communication interface(s) 1406 may include one or
more interfaces and hardware components for enabling
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communication with various other devices, such as over the
network(s) 126 or directly. For example, communication
interface(s) 1406 may enable communication through one or
more of the Internet, cable networks, cellular networks,
wireless networks (e.g., Wi-Fi) and wired networks (e.g.,
fiber optic, Ethernet), as well as close-range communica-
tions such as BLUETOOTH®, BLUETOOTH® low energy,
and the like, as additionally enumerated elsewhere herein.

FIG. 14 further illustrates that the courier device 136 may
include a display 1420, which may be the any of the types
of displays 502 described above with respect to the buyer
device 132. The courier device 136 may further include the
one or more /O devices 1408. The /O devices 1208 may
include speakers, a microphone, a camera, and various user
controls (e.g., buttons, a joystick, a keyboard, a keypad,
etc.), a haptic output device, and so forth. Other components
included in the courier device 136 may include various types
of sensors, which may include a GPS receiver 1216 able to
indicate location information, as well as other sensors (not
shown) such as an accelerometer, gyroscope, compass,
proximity sensor, and the like. In some cases, the GPS
receiver 1416 may be used by the courier application 138 to
determine a current geographic location of the courier
device 136. Additionally, or alternatively, the communica-
tion interfaces 1406 may be used to determine the current
location of the courier device, such as based on communi-
cation with nearby cell towers, wireless access points, and
the like. In some examples, the courier application 138 may
send this location information periodically to the service
computing device as an indicated location of the associated
courier. Additionally, the courier device 136 may include
various other components that are not shown, examples of
which include removable storage, a power source, such as a
battery and power control unit, and so forth.

Various instructions, methods, and techniques described
herein may be considered in the general context of com-
puter-executable instructions, such as program components
stored on computer-readable media, and executed by the
processor(s) herein. Generally, program components include
routines, programs, objects, components, data structures,
etc., for performing particular tasks or implementing par-
ticular abstract data types. These program components, and
the like, may be executed as native code or may be down-
loaded and executed, such as in a virtual machine or other
just-in-time compilation execution environment. Typically,
the functionality of the program components may be com-
bined or distributed as desired in various implementations.
An implementation of these components and techniques
may be stored on computer storage media or transmitted
across some form of communication media.

Although the subject matter has been described in lan-
guage specific to structural features and/or methodological
acts, it is to be understood that the subject matter defined in
the appended claims is not necessarily limited to the specific
features or acts described. Rather, the specific features and
acts are disclosed as example forms of implementing the
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

receiving, by a computing device, from an application
executing on a buyer device, an electronic communi-
cation indicating that the application has been accessed
on the buyer device;

receiving, by the computing device, from the application
on the buyer device, an indicated delivery location to
which to deliver one or more items;
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determining, by the computing device, respective delivery
boundaries associated with a plurality of merchants,
each respective delivery boundary being associated
with a respective merchant pickup location and encom-
passing the indicated delivery location, wherein each
respective delivery boundary is associated with a deliv-
ery fee for at least one item offered by each respective
merchant based at least on the indicated delivery loca-
tion;
if a value of revenue shared between a first merchant and
a service provider associated with the computing
device is more than a predefined value, apportioning,
by the computing device, at least a part of the value of
revenue shared toward modifying the delivery bound-
ary for the first merchant, wherein the modified deliv-
ery boundary causes at least one of: a modified delivery
fee for delivering the at least one item offered by the
first merchant, or an inclusion of an additional item to
be available from the first merchant for delivery to the
indicated delivery location, wherein the additional item
was unavailable for the delivery prior to the modifying
the delivery boundary;
determining, by the computing device, a respective sets of
items available for delivery to the indicated delivery
location from the plurality of merchants associated with
the respective delivery boundaries, including the modi-
fied delivery boundary, encompassing the indicated
delivery location; and
sending, by the computing device, to the buyer device,
item information about the respective sets of items
available to be ordered from the plurality of merchants
for delivery to the indicated delivery location, the item
information causing the application on the buyer device
to present the item information in a user interface on the
buyer device, the presented item information including
at least one of the modified delivery fee or the addi-
tional item.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
receiving, from the application on the buyer device, a
request to deliver a selected set of items to the indicated
delivery location at the new delivery fee; and

determining, by the computing device, a delivery route
based at least in part on the modified delivery boundary
to deliver the selected set of items.
3. The method of claim 2, wherein determining the
delivery route further includes determining traffic conditions
within the region, based at least in part on:
receiving, from a plurality of courier devices associated
with a plurality of couriers, respective electronic com-
munications indicating respective locations of the cou-
rier devices based at least in part on respective geo-
graphic locations of the courier devices determined
through information from respective courier device
GPS receivers;

based at least in part on the respective locations received
over time, tracking movement of the courier devices in
the region; and

determining an indication of the traffic conditions in the

region based at least in part on tracking the movement
of the courier devices.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein determining the
delivery route further includes determining weather condi-
tions within the region, based at least in part on receiving,
from a plurality of courier devices associated with a plurality
of couriers, respective electronic communications indicating
respective weather conditions in locations of the courier
devices based at least in part on respective geographic
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locations of the courier devices determined through infor-
mation from respective courier device GPS receivers.

5. The method of claim 2, wherein determining the
respective delivery boundaries further includes:

determining respective predicted spoilage times for

respective items or categories of items for the one or
more items offered by the respective merchants based
at least in part on at least one of:
feedback received from a plurality of buyer devices
associated with a plurality of different buyers regard-
ing the one or more items delivered to the buyers in
the past;
feedback received from a plurality of courier devices
associated with a plurality of different couriers who
have delivered the one or more items to buyers; or
predicted weather conditions for the region;
determining predicted courier travel times indicating how
far a courier is predicted to be able to travel in multiple
directions from the respective merchant pickup loca-
tions of the respective merchants in an amount of time
corresponding to the respective predicted spoilage
times; and
determining the respective delivery boundaries based on
the how far the courier is predicted to be able to travel
in the multiple directions from the respective merchant
pickup locations.

6. The method of claim 2, further comprising:

receiving, over a network, at least one of weather infor-

mation, traffic information, or local event information
for regions within the modified delivery boundary; and
determining the delivery route based at least in part on the
at least one of the weather information, the traffic
information, or the local event information.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving, from the buyer device, the indicated delivery

location based at least in part on a geographic location
of the buyer device determined through information
from a GPS receiver included in the buyer device.
8. The method of claim 1, wherein the value of revenue
shared is based at least on a factor computed based on a
parameter selected from a group of: traffic conditions; local
event conditions; weather conditions; spoilage times of the
one or more items; and past values of revenue shared.
9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
receiving from a plurality of courier devices, respective
location information based at least in part on respective
geographic locations of the courier devices determined
from respective courier device GPS receivers;

determining, at least in part from the received courier
device location information, an actual courier travel
time for a past order;

comparing the actual courier travel time with a past

predicted courier travel time for the past order to
determine a difference between the past predicted cou-
rier travel time for the past order and the actual courier
travel time;

determining predicted courier travel times based at least

in part on the difference between the actual courier
travel time and the past predicted courier travel time for
the past order; and

adjust the value of revenue shared based at least in part on

the predicted courier travel times.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

receiving, from one or more courier devices associated

with one or more respective couriers, feedback indica-
tive of past delivery orders to a delivery location within
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the modified delivery boundary and that was previously
excluded from the delivery boundary; and

adjusting the value of revenue shared based at least in part

on the feedback received from the plurality of courier
devices.

11. One or more non-transitory computer-readable media
maintaining instructions that, when executed by one or more
processors, program the one or more processors to:

receive, by the one or more processors, from an applica-

tion executing on a buyer device, an electronic com-
munication indicating that the application has been
accessed on the buyer device;

receive, by the one or more processors, from the appli-

cation on the buyer device, an indicated delivery loca-
tion to which to deliver one or more items;
determine, by the one or more processors, a delivery
boundary associated with a merchant, wherein the
delivery boundary is associated with a merchant pickup
location and encompasses the indicated delivery loca-
tion, and wherein the delivery boundary is associated
with a delivery fee for items offered by the merchant
based at least on the indicated delivery location;

if a value of revenue shared between the merchant and a

service provider is more than a predefined value, allo-

cate, by the one or more processors, at least a part of the

value of revenue shared toward modifying the delivery

boundary, wherein the modified delivery boundary

causes at least one of:

a modified delivery fee for delivering the one or more
items, or

an inclusion of an additional item to be available from
the first merchant for delivery to the indicated deliv-
ery location, wherein the additional item was
unavailable for the delivery prior to the modifying
the delivery boundary;

determine, by the one or more processors, based on the

modified delivery boundary, a set of items of the
merchant available for delivery to the indicated deliv-
ery location; and

send, by the one or more processors, to the buyer device,

item information about the set of items available to be
ordered from the merchant within the modified delivery
boundary for delivery to the indicated delivery loca-
tion, the item information causing the application on
the buyer device to present the item information in a
user interface on the buyer device, the presented item
information including at least one of the modified
delivery fee or the additional item.

12. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media of claim 11, wherein the instructions further program
the one or more processors to at least one of:

receive, from the application on the buyer device, a

request to deliver a selected set of items to the indicated
delivery location at the new delivery fee, and deter-
mine, by the one or more processors, a delivery route
based at least in part on the modified delivery boundary
to deliver the selected set of items; or

receive, from a plurality of courier devices associated

with a plurality of couriers, respective electronic com-
munications indicating respective locations of the cou-
rier devices based at least in part on respective geo-
graphic locations of the courier devices determined
through information from respective courier device
GPS receivers, wherein the respective locations are
received over time to enable tracking of movement of
the courier devices, determine a predicted courier travel
time from the merchant pickup location to the delivery
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location based at least in part on the movement of the
courier devices over time, and adjust the value of
revenue shared based at least in part on the predicted
courier travel time; or

receive, from a first courier device associated with a first

courier of the plurality of couriers, feedback related to
spoilage of at least one of the one or more items, and
adjust the value of revenue shared based at least in part
on the feedback received from the first courier device.

13. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media of claim 11, wherein the instructions further program
the one or more processors to:

receive, from the application on the buyer device, feed-

back related to spoilage of at least one of the one or
more items; and

adjust the value of revenue shared based at least in part on

the feedback received from the application on the buyer
device.

14. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media of claim 11, wherein the instructions further program
the one or more processors to:

determine, for a first time period, a first predicted courier

travel time from the merchant pickup location to the
indicated delivery location;

determine a shorter predicted courier travel time for a

second time period that is different from the first time
period;

determine, based at least in part on the shorter predicted

courier travel time, one or more other items offered by
the merchant having a spoilage time that is less than the
predicted courier travel time and greater than the
shorter predicted courier travel time; and

send, to the buyer device, additional item information

about the one or more other items.

15. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media of claim 11, wherein the instructions further program
the one or more processors to:

determine a delivery route based at least in part on the

modified delivery boundary to deliver a selected set of
items to the indicated delivery location;

receive at least one of weather information, traffic infor-

mation, or local event information; and

modify the delivery route based at least in part on one of

the weather information, the traffic information, or the
local event information.

16. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media of claim 11, wherein the instructions further program
the one or more processors to:

modify the value of revenue shared based at least on a

parameter selected from a group of: traffic conditions;
local event conditions; weather conditions; spoilage
times of the one or more items; and past values of
revenue shared.

17. A system comprising:

one or more processors;

one of more non-transitory computer-readable media stor-

ing instructions that, when executed by the one or more

processors, program the one or more processors to

perform operations comprising:

receiving, by the one or more processors, from an
application executing on a buyer device, an elec-
tronic communication indicating that the application
has been accessed on the buyer device;

receiving, by the one or more processors, from the
application on the buyer device, an indicated deliv-
ery location to which to deliver one or more items;
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determining, by the one or more processors, a delivery
boundary associated with a merchant, wherein the
delivery boundary is associated with a merchant
pickup location and encompasses the indicated
delivery location, and wherein the delivery boundary
is associated with a delivery fee for items offered by
the merchant based at least on the indicated delivery
location;
if a value of revenue shared between the merchant and
a service provider is more than a predefined value,
allocating, by the one or more processors, at least a
part of the value of revenue shared toward modifying
the delivery boundary, wherein the modified delivery
boundary causes at least one of:
a modified delivery fee for delivering the one or
more items, or
an inclusion of an additional item to be available
from the first merchant for delivery to the indi-
cated delivery location, wherein the additional
item was unavailable for the delivery prior to the
modifying the delivery boundary;
determining, by the one or more processors, based on
the modified delivery boundary, a set of items of the
merchant available for delivery to the indicated
delivery location; and
send, by the one or more processors, to the buyer
device, item information about the set of items
available to be ordered from the merchant within the
modified delivery boundary for delivery to the indi-
cated delivery location, the item information causing
the application on the buyer device to present the
item information in a user interface on the buyer
device, the presented item information including at
least one of the modified delivery fee or the addi-
tional item.
18. The system as recited in claim 17, the operations
further comprising:
receiving, from the application on the buyer device, a
request to deliver a selected set of items to the indicated
delivery location at the new delivery fee; and
determining, by the one or more processors, a delivery
route based at least in part on the modified delivery
boundary to deliver the selected set of items.
19. The system as recited in claim 17, the operation of
determining the delivery boundary further comprising:
determining respective predicted spoilage times for items
or categories of items for the one or more items offered
by the merchant based at least in part on at least one of:
feedback received from a plurality of buyer devices
associated with a plurality of different buyers regard-
ing the one or more items delivered to the buyers in
the past;
feedback received from a plurality of courier devices
associated with a plurality of different couriers who
have delivered the one or more items to buyers; or
predicted weather conditions for the region;
determining predicted courier travel times indicating how
far a courier is predicted to be able to travel in multiple
directions from the merchant pickup location in an
amount of time corresponding to the respective pre-
dicted spoilage times; and
determining the delivery boundary based on the how far
the courier is predicted to be able to travel in the
multiple directions from the merchant pickup location.
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20. The system as recited in claim 17, the operations
further comprising:

receiving, from one or more courier devices associated
with one or more respective couriers, feedback indica-
tive of past delivery orders to a delivery location within 5
the modified delivery boundary and that was previously
excluded from the delivery boundary; and

adjusting the value of revenue shared based at least in part
on the feedback received from the plurality of courier
devices. 10
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