
UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

BEFORE THE PATENT TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

MERCEDES-BENZ GROUP, AG, 
Petitioner, 

v. 

THE PHELAN GROUP, LLC, 
Patent Owner. 

IPR2025-00930
Patent No. 11,472,427 

JOINT REQUEST TO TREAT SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AS 
BUSINESS CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 317(b) 



2 

Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 317(b) and 37 C.F.R. § 42.74(c), and the Board’s 

authorization on November 25,  2025, Petitioner Mercedes-Benz Group, AG and 

Patent Owner The Phelan Group jointly request that the Settlement Agreement 

(EX1017), filed today with the Joint Motion to Terminate this proceeding, be 

treated as business confidential information. The parties further jointly request that 

EX1017 be kept separate from the file of this proceeding and the involved patent. 

Good cause exists to treat the document as business confidential, because the 

document contains confidential business information regarding the terms of 

settlement.  

As such, the parties request that the Settlement Agreement not be made 

available to any third-party, except as provided for in 35 U.S.C. § 317(b) and 37 

C.F.R. § 42.74(c). The parties also respectfully request that the Board inform the 

parties if anyone seeks production of the agreement and afford the parties an 

opportunity to address whether such request is supported by good cause.
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Dated: November 26, 2025 Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Celine Jimenez Crowson      
Celine Jimenez Crowson (Reg. No. 43,912) 
Joseph J. Raffetto (Reg. No. 66,218) 
Scott Hughes (Reg. No. 68,385) 
HOGAN LOVELLS US LLP 
555 13th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
Telephone: 202.637.5600 

Counsel for Petitioner Mercedes-Benz Group, AG 

/s/ Gregory Donahue      
Gregory Donahue   
Andrew DiNovo   
DINOVO PRICE LLP  
gdonahue@dinovoprice.com  
adinovo@dinovoprice.com  

Counsel for Patent Owner The Phelan Group, 
LLC



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  

The undersigned certifies that the foregoing JOINT MOTION TO TREAT 

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AS BUSINESS CONFIDENTIAL 

INFORMATION UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 317(b) was served on counsel of record via 

electronic mail on November 26, 2025, as follows: 

LEAD COUNSEL 
Gregory S. Donahue (Reg. No. 
47,531) 
gdonahue@dinovoprice.com 
docketing@dinovoprice.com 
DiNovo Price LLP 
7000 North MoPac Expressway 
Suite 350 
Austin, Texas 78731 
T: (512) 539-2626 
F: (512) 539-2627

BACK-UP COUNSEL 
Andrew G. DiNovo (Reg. No. 
40,115) 
adinovo@dinovoprice.com 
docketing@dinovoprice.com 
DiNovo Price LLP 
7000 North MoPac Expressway 
Suite 350 
Austin, Texas 78731 
T: (512) 539-2626 
F: (512) 539-2627

/s/ Jason A. Bradley        
Jason A. Bradley 
Hogan Lovells US LLP 
Columbia Square 
555 Thirteenth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20004-1109 


