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period

tissue surrounding a bundle (fascicle) of nerve fibers within a nerve.
— peri*neurrical [-n(y)doréal/ adj. [19th C.: mod. L., from Gk. peri-
‘around’ + neuron ‘sinew.’)
pe-ricod /'pi(e)réad/ »n. 1 a length or portion of time. ma portion of
time in the life of a person, nation, or civilization characterized by
the same prevalent features or conditions: the medieval period. m one
of the set divisions of the day in a school allocated to a lesson or other
activity. m [withad|.] a set period of time during which a particular activ-
ity takes place: the training period. m each of the intervals into which
the playing time of a sporting event is divided. m a major division of
geological time that is a subdivision of an era and is itself subdivided
into epochs, corresponding to a system in chronostratigraphy. 2 a
punctuation mark (.) used at the end of a sentence or an abbreviation.
m informal added to the end of a statement to indicate that no further
discussion is possible or desirable: he is the sole owner of the trade-
mark, period. 3 Physics the interval of time between successive occur-
rences of the same state in an oscillatory or cyclic phenomenon, such
as a mechanical vibration, an alternating current, a variable star, or
an electromagnetic wave. m Astron. the time taken by a celestial object
to rotate around its axis, or to make one circuit of its orbit. &Math.
the interval between successive equal values of a periodic function.
4 (also menstrual period) a flow of blood and other material from the
lining of the uterus, lasting for several days and occurring in sexu-
ally mature women (who are not pregnant) at intervals of about one
lunar month until the onset of menopause. 5 Chem. a set of elements
occupying a horizontal row in the periodic table. 6 Rhet. a complex
sentence, esp. one consisting of several clauses, constructed as part of
a formal speech or oration. m Music a complete idea, typically consist-
ing of two or four phrases. b adj. (attrib] belonging to, or characteristic
of, a past historical time, esp. in style or design: period furniture. [ME:
from OFr. periode, via L. from GK. periodos ‘orbit,’ from peri- around’
+ hodos ‘course.’] i
pe-ricod-ic /,pi(e)ré'adik/ padj. 1 appearing or occurring at intervals,
2 Chem. relating to the periodic table of the elements or the pattern of
chemical properties that underlies it. 3 of or relating to a rhetorical
period. See periop (sense 6). 'y
pe-ricod-ic ac-id /,pari‘idik/ »n. Chem. a hygroscopic solid acid, Hi:OQ:
with strong oxidizing properties. — per-ico*date [pa'ria dat/ n. [19th C.:
from per- + tobic AciD.] .
pe-ri-od-i-cal / pi(o)ré*dikel/ b n. a magazine or newspaper published at
regular intervals. » ad). [atrib.] occurring or appearing at mter\(als; occa-
sional. m (of a magazine or newspaper) published at regular intervals.
— pericod-i-cal-ly adv. )
pe-ri-od-i-cal ci-cada »n. an American cicada (genus Magicxpada)
whose nymphs emerge from the soil in large numbers periodically.
The nymphs of the northern species (seventeen-year locust) emerge
every seventeen years; those of the southern species emerge every
thirteen years.
perri-od-ic func-tion / pi(e)ré'adik/ » a. Math. a function returning to the
same value at regular intervals.
pe-ri-o-dic-i-ty /,pi(e)réa'disité/ » n. esp. tech. the quality or character of
being periodic; the tendency to recur at intervals: the periodicity of the
sunspot cycle.
pe-ricod-ic table /pi(e)ré'dadik/ »n. Chem. a table of the chemical ele-
ments arranged in order of atomic number, usually in rows, so that
elemengs with similar atomic structure (and hence similar chemical
properties) appear in vertical columns.
pe-ri-od-ize /'pi(e)rés,diz/ b v. [rans.] formal divide (a portion of time) into
periods. — pe-riod-i-za-tion / pi(s)réada'zasHon/ n,
per-i-o-don-tics/ perés'dantiks/ (also per-i-ordon-tia /'dansHo/) p pluraln.
(treated as sing| the branch of dentistry concerned with the structures
Serounding and supporting the teeth, — per-io-don-tal /“dntl ad.
tooth ] antist/ n. (1940s: from peri- + Gk. odous, odont-
pe;:(l):;-g?}:: ttIe::; / .pfe:‘[réadan'qus/ 0. Med. inflammation of the tissue
it ) , often causing shrinkage of the gums and loosening

pp:r;;:::l:l-tol-mgy | pergadin'tilajé/ p n. another term for periobonmics.
oFie lece p n. an object or work that is set ini
cent of an earlier historical period. G i
per-i-os-te-um [ .peré'astéam/ p n. (pl.-ostera
of vascular connective tissue enveloping t
faces of the joints. — per-isos-tesal [-'astéal,
Gk-. pemfst_eon, from peri-‘around’ + osteon ‘bone.’]
per-vos-tp-ﬂs /.peréd'stitis/ »n. Med. inflaj
enveloping a bone.

per-icpa-tet-ic / peripa‘tetik/ p adj, 1 i
; per ] - 1 traveling from place
working or based jn various places for relatively sholi't pertigtfsl.a ;e(‘lfess:

[-'dstéa/) Anat. a dense layer
he bones except at the sur-
/ adj. [16th C.: mod. L., from

mmation of the membrane

patetic) Aristotelian, p p 1a
. > 1. 1 a person who travels fro
:e(:-’::::t:tt:‘c):isa; A/rltsttotelhan philosopher. — per-i-p"a‘vzi-cl?c:: f,}:is'
[ v ofs -'tets sizam/ p, : ipateriko:
w?lking up and down, from v, Lerip[{z\:filn ‘]ﬂt' G s
er--pe-tej-. ipa'téa: - :
] s cﬁ:ntg?ai i?l /éli‘»reé-lxlpa tés; -'tia/ > n. fomal a sudden reversal of fortu
P ;nstance; E5p. In reference to fictional na S
hC ;r o ri,f rom peti-‘around’ + stem of piptein ‘to fall 'll’ratlve.
“er-al /pa'rifsral/ » adj. of, relati i 1
4 ! b Ing to, or si
ginzelzrl.pgix]of sfomethmg.  of secondary or min(?rj ?:: s the' iy
puter, alth:ni (}? a devl?e) able to be attached to and uspgrtqnce, oot
4 gh not an integral part of it. mAnat. near ihew slltx‘;fa com%
. ace o

1020

periwig

i . us system.
the body, with special reference to the circulation and .:\‘eor"‘lol o riforall-
»n. Compul a peripheral device. — perriphrer-al-iza
‘zasHon/ n. pe-riph-er-al-ize v. pesriphrer-al-ly adv. n b S outside

pe-riph-er-al nerv-ous sys-tem » n. Anat. the nervi
the brain and spinal cord. —
pe-riph-er-al vi-sion » n. side vision; what is seen
when looking straight ahead. o< or edge Of an
pe-riph-er-y /pa'riferé/ »n. (ol -er-ies) the oqtie;n“'ln?l;sr part or aspect
area or object. m a marginal or secondary posl; o Via late L. from Gk.
of, a group, subject, or sphere of activity. [I:t're\&)lving L ound, from
periphereia 'circumfere]nce.' from peripherés q
- rein ‘to bear.’ of indirect an
pep:lf::i:::-esis /pa‘rifrasis/ »-n. (pl. 5@ /-,siézé)i:hec: ::: circumlocutory
ircumlocutory speech or writing. man express 2 grammatical
Dhrase. mGram, the use of separate Words 10 SR o o o, did go as
- lationship that is otherwise expressed by O to smarter. [16th C.;
e d to went and more intelligent as opposer caround’ + phrazein
3rap?,sefrom Gk., from periphrazein, from pert

‘declare.’] h or writing) indirect and

2 i tik/ »- ad). (of speec ination of

P e g el e
ey than by inflection (such as did g0 2. o7
WO N ele seti-cal* g

than went and the people’s). — per i-phra  cganisms attached to or

Y \-ifi tiin/ » n. Ecol. freshwater o
pec.l?r&?nyg‘tt: :)‘Iéﬁsrﬁd oéher objects projecting above the bottom se

ments. — persi-phytic | pera'fitik/ ad}. [1960s: from Gk. peri- ‘around

+ phuton ‘plant.] bacco from Louisiana. [19th C.

. 'rék/ »n. a strong dark tobacco |

PeL;ilg:i:nI;?-‘r, a{)par. from the nickname of Plgrrg Chenet. " ar

2 ‘mero.skop/ b 1. an apparatus consisting of a tube attache,
pet'gl;scs:ﬁ:f/ prﬁin"ors or prisms, by which an
observer (typically in a submerged submarine
or behind a high obstacle) can see things that
are otherwise out of sight. s of arallatiug
.jsscop-ic /,pera'skipik/ »ad). of or re

pet:; 'as;:ceri';cope. m(of alensor an optical |_nstru:
ment) giving awide field of view. — perci*scop'
iccal-ly adv. .

per-ish /'perisa/ »v. lintrans.) suffer QEath, typi-
cally in a violent, sudden, or untnpely way.
msuffer complete ruin or destruction. = (of
rubber, a foodstuff, or other organic substance)
lose its normal qualities; rot or decay.

~ PHRASES perish the thought informal used, of‘;en
ironically, to show that one finds a suggestion
or idea completely ridiculous or unwelcome.
[ME: from OFr. periss-, stem of perir, from L.
perire ‘pass away, from per- + ire ‘go.’]

per-ish-asble /'perisuabal/ » adj. (esp. of food) likely to decay or go bad
quickly. m (of something abstrapt) having a brief life_ or significance;
transitory. »n. (perishables) things, esp. foodstuffs, likely to decay or
go bad quickly. — per-ish-a-bil-i-ty /;perisge'bilité/ n.

Pe-r!swdac-ty-la /pa,risa'daktala/ Zool. an order of mammals that com-
prises the odd-toed ungulates. Compare with Armobactvia. — perristso-
dac-tyl “i &adj. [mod. L. (pl.), from GK. perissos ‘uneven’ + daktulos ‘fin-
ger, toe.”

per-i-stal-sis /pera'stolsis; -'stal/ »n. Physiol. the involuntary constric-
tion and relaxation of the muscles of the intestine or another canal,
creating wavelike movements that push the contents of the canal for-
warﬂ. — per-irstal-tic /-stoltik/ ad]. per-i-stal-ti-cal-ly /-'stoltik(a)lé/ atv.
5:'9; ‘tgll': g\&d;] L., from Gk. peristallein ‘wrap around,” from peri- + stal-

P‘z/l;:-iztome /'pera,stom/ »n. Zool. the parts surrounding the mouth of
moutl:\s lfnvertebratg& = Bot a fringe of small projections around the
Pevistom, from G, pees acoared e e, (1860 C fom mod. |

5 > . -‘around’ + stoma ‘mouth.’

Pe\:/'ilt.;i?;?, I/J _lﬁ?a.stﬂl b n. Archit. a row of columns surrounding a spac
SF bareh .lanmg s‘;gch asacourt or internal garden or edging a verand
rounded or edégg l;;e;:\txlé;al slpace such as a court o porch that is su

: columns, . ult. i
fr f{nt\:en-‘around' + stulos ‘pillar.’) 75 gy oo Ck. peristylo

per-i-the-cj- T G . e
52511 Bot. (11 a0 FoCSE(E)DI; -s60m) b1 (L. -therciva [“THESH(E)
pore through which tro . o O flask-shaped fruiting body with
PERI- + Gk. theke‘case ] SEREINE s discharged. [igth C.:mod, L, fro

per-itosne-um / peritn's
Serous membrane lin
abdominal organs.
IME: via late L. fr
beritonos ‘stretched
Stretched.’)

Pec:’t:lt-rtl:-ni-ﬁis /_peritu'it;s/ » n. Med. inflammation
. 1€ Peritoneum, typically caused by bacterial

Infection either via
: the blood or
an abdominal organ. TR

pa-ri-gus /pa'rétdos/ » n. (pl
adwsent Or consultant toQ:
Catholic Church, [1960s:

per-i-wig / ‘peri,wig/ »n. a

e side by theeye

periscope

n'am/ »n, .(pL -nesums Or -ne-a /-'néa/) Anat. tl
ing the cavity of the abdomen and covering t!
— Perittornecal /-&al/ adj.
om Gk. peritonaion, from
around,’ from peri- + -tonos

-ti /-té./) a theological
council of the Roman
from L]

highly styled wig worn

periwig
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