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period 1020 periwig 

tissue surrounding a bundle (fascicle) of nerve fibers within a nerve. - per•l•neu•rl•al /-'n(y)<J6real/ adj. [19th C.: mod. L., from Gk. peri­'around' + neuron 'sinew.'] 
pe•rl•od /'pi(a)read/ ► n. 1 a length or portion of time. ■ a portion of time in the life of a person, nation, or civilization characterized by the same prevalent features or conditions: the medieval period. ■ o.ne of the set divisions of the day in a school allocated to a lesson or other activity. ■ [wlih adj.I a set period of time during which a particular activ­ity takes place: the training period. ■ each of the intervals into which the playing time of a sporting event is divided. ■ a major division of geological time that is a subdivision of an era and is itself subdivided into epochs, corresponding to a system in chronostratlgraphy. 2 a punctuation mark(.) used at the end of a sentence or an abbreviation. ■ Informal added to the end of a statement to indicate that no further discussion is possible or desirable: he is the sole owner of the trade· mark, period. 3 Physics the interval of time between successive occur­rences of the same state in an oscillatory or cyclic phenomenon, such as a mechanical vibration, an alternating current, a variable star, or an electromagnetic wave. ■ Astron. the time taken by a celestial object to rotate around its axis, or to make one circuit of its orbit. ■ Math. the interval between successive equal values of a periodic function. 4 (also menstrual period) a flow of blood and other material from the lining of the uterus, lasting for several days and occurring in sexu­ally mature women (who are not'pregnant) at intervals of about one lunar month until the onset of menopause. 5 Chem. a set of elements occupying a horizontal row in the periodic table. 6 RheL a complex sentence, esp. one consisting of several clauses, constructed as pa~ of a formal speech or oration. ■ Music a complete idea, typically con~ts~­ing of two or four phrases. ► adj. [attrib.J belonging t<;>, or cha~actenstt~ of, a past historical time, esp. in style or des\gn: p~nodfurn1~~re. [ME; from 0Fr. periode, via L. from Gk. periodos orbit, from pert- around + hodos 'course.'] 
pe•rl•od•ic /,pi(a)re'a.dik/ ► adj. 1 appearing or occurring at intervals. 2 Chem. relating to the periodic table of the element~ or the patter~ of chemical properties that underlies it. 3 of or relating to a rhetorical period. See PERtoo (sense 6). 
pe•ri•od•ic ac•id /,parI'adik/ ► n. Chem. a hygroscopic solid acid, H1106'. with strong oxidizing properties. - per+o•date /pa'rla,d.at/ n. [19tn C .. from PEA• + IODIC ACD.] 
pe•ri•ocM•cal / .Pi(a)re'adikal/ ► n. a m~gazine or ne~spap~r published at regular intervals. ► adj. lattJib.l occurrmg or appeanng at mter-1.'.als; occa­sional. ■ (of a magazine or newspaper) published at regular intervals. - pe•ri•od+cal-ly adv. 
pe•ri•oc:M•cal ci•ca•da ► n. an American cicada (genus Magicicada) whose nympl")s emerge from the soil in large numbers periodically. The nymphs of the northern species (seventeen-year locust) emerge every seventeen years; those of the southern species emerge every thirteen years. 
pe•ri•ocMc func-tion /,pl(a)re'adik/ ► 11. Math. a function returning to the same value at regular intervals. 
pe•ri•o•dic•My /,pi(a)rea'disite/ ► n. esp. tech. the quality -or character of being per.iodic; the tendency to recur at intervals: the periodicity of the sunspot cycle. 

pe•ri•od•ic ta•ble / ,.pi(a)re'adik/ ► n. Chem. a table of the chemical ele· ments arranged in order of atomic number, usually in rows, so that elements with similar atomic structure (and hence similar chemical properties) appear in vertical columns. 
pe•ri:od•ize /'pi(?)rea,cliz/ ► v. [trans.] formal divide (a portion of time) into periods. - pe•ri•od•i•za•tion / ,_pi(a)reada'zasuan/ n. 
per•i•o•don•tics /,perea'dantlks/ (also per•i•o•don-tia {'dansua/) ► plural n. [treated as sing.] the branch of dentistry concerned with the structures surrounding and supporting the teeth. - per9i•o•don-tal /·'dantl/ adj. per•l•o•don•tfst /·'dantist/ n. [1940s: from PERI· + Gk. odous odont-~~1 ) 

per•i•o•don•ti•tis / ._pereadan'titis/ ► n. Med. inflammation of the tissue around the teeth, often causing shrinkage of the gums and loosening of the teeth. 
per•!•o♦do?•tol•o•gy / ,Pereadan'tfilaje/ ► n. another term for PERtoooNTics 
pe•ra•odf piece .► n. ~n object or work that is set in or strongly reminis: cent o an earher historical period. 
per•i•os•te•u~ I ._pere'asteam/ ► n. (pl. -os-te•a /-'a.st.ea/) Anat ad 

of vascular ~o~nective tissue enveloping the bones exc~ t !°:~~ie~ ~a~es o~ the Jomts. - pe~•i•os-te•al /·'a.steal/ adj. [16th C.: ~od L f ur • periosteon, from pen- 'around'+ osteon 'bon '] • ., rom per•i•os•ti-tis / ._perea'stitis/ · ~-enveloping a bone. ► n. Med. inflammation of the membrane 
per•i•pa-tet•ic / peripa'tetik/ d . working or bas~d in various ► a u. 1 traveln~g from place to place, esp. patetic) Aristotelian ► n 1 ~aces for relattvely short periods. 2 (Peri- • 

2 (Peripatetic) an Aristo~elianp;~~fo~ wio travels from place to place. per9i•pa-tet•l•cism /-'teta sizam/ uJf. e\- per•i•pa-tet•i•caMy adv. •w~lklng up and down,'f1:om v. pe~ipatei~.J t. from Gk. peripateHkos per•1•pe•tei•a /,peripa'tea· ·'ti.a/ 
or change in circumsta~ces e:p n •. forma~ a sudden reyersal of fortune 
[1~th C.: from Gk., from peri~'aro~~~.r= s~renc~ t~ fic:ti~nal narrative. pe•r,ph•er•al /pa'rifaral/ ► dj f l . em o piptem to fall.'! • 
o~ periphery of something~ ~ if ~;~o~~~g to, or_ situ~ted on the edge gmal. ■ [anrib.) (of a device) able to be atta7h~r minor •m~ort~nce; mar­puter, although not an integral part f . d to and used with a com-

a tt. ■ Anat. near the surface of 

. . d nervous system. the body, with special reference to the circulation an .tJ /pa,rlfarall• ► n. Comput a peripheral device. - pe•rlph•er•aM-z.a on 
'1ASHan/ n. pe•rlph•er-aa♦lze v. pe•rlph•er•aMy adv. stem outside pe•riph•er•al nerv•ous sys-tem ► n. Anal. the nervous sy 
the brain and spinal cord. the side by the eye pe•riph•er•al vi•sion ► n. side vision; what ls seen on 
when looking straight ahead. limits or edge of an pe•riph•er•y /pa'rifare/ ► n. (pl. -er•les) the 0~~f~n in, or part or aspect area or object. ■ a marginal or secon_d~ry li6th c.: via late L. fro!° Gk. of, a group, subject, or sphefe of acttv~tteres 'revolving around, from periphereia 'circumference, from penp _ 
peri- + pherein 'to bear.') /) the use of indirect and pe•riph•ra•sis /P"'rifrasis/ ► n •. Cpl. -ses ltr:direct and drcumlocu(?ry circumlocutory speech or wntmg. ■ rds to express a grammatical phrase. ■ Gram. the use of ~eparate w~d b inflection, e.g .. di4 go as relationship that is otherw~se fft;:::sas op1osed to sma1;er. [16th ~.: opposed to went and more ince i from peri- 'around + p raze n via L. from Gk., from periphraze n. 
'declare.'] . f s eech or writing) indirect and per•i•phras•tic /,pera'frastik/ ► adj~;~en!'e) formed by a combination of circumlocutory. ■ Gran:i, (of a i~~(such as did go and of the people rather words rather than by mfl;ct r•l•phras~i•caMy adv. than went and the peoples). - pe f hwater organisms attached to or ·pe•riph•y-ton /pa'rlfl,tiin/ ► n. Ec?l .. ~e\o·ecting above the bottom sedi­clinging to plants and other ~~~ct/~ t196os: from Gk. peri· 'around' ments. - per•l•ph~lc /;pera • 
+ phitton 'plant.'] d k tobacco from Louisiana. [19th C.: pe•rlque /pa'rek/ ► n. a str~~: ni~~name of Pierre CheneL] Louisiana Fr., appar. from paratus consisting of a tube attached per•i•scope f'pera,skop/ ► n. _an ap by which an to a set of mirrors or pnsms, . observer (typically in a submerged s~bmanne or behind a high obstacle) can see thmgs that 
are otherwise out of sight. . 

er•i•scop•ic /,pera'sklipik/ ► adj. of ?r rE;latmg P to a periscope. ■_(of a lens or_an opt1ca1_~?stru: ment) giving a wide field of view. - per I scop 
i•cal-ly adv. _ per•ish /'perise/ ► v. llnuans.] suffer ~eath, typi­cally in a violent, sudden, or untu_nely way. ■ suffer complete ruin or destruction. ■ (of rubber, a foodstuff, or other organic substance) 
lose its normal qualities; rot or decay. 

- PHRASES perish the thought Informal used,o~en ironically, to show that one finds a suggestion 
or idea completely ridiculous or unwelcome. 
.(ME: from OFr. periss-, stem of perir, from L. periscope perire 'pass away,' from per- + ire 'go.'] 

per•ish•a•ble f'perisHabal/ ► adj. (esp. of food) likely to decay or go bad quickly. ■ (of something abstract) having a brief life or significance; transitory. ► n. (perishables) things, esp. foodstuffs, likely to decay or go bad quickly. - per•ish•a•bil-i--ty /;perisaa'bilite/ n. 
Pe•ris~dac•ty•la /pa,risa'daktala/ Zool. an order of mammals that com­prises the odd-toed ungulates. Compare with ARnooACTYLA. - pe•ris~• dac-tyl n. & adJ, lmod. L. (pl.), from Gk. perissos 'uneven'+ daktulos 'fin­ger, toe.'} 
pe~•i•stal•sis /,pe~a•stolsis; -'stal-/ ► n. Physlol. the involuntary constric­tion and relaxation of the muscles of the intestine or another canal creating wavelike movements th.at push the contents of the canal for~ ward. - per+stal•tic /·'st61tik/ adj. per•i-stal-ti•caMy /-'stoltik(a)le/ adv. [1~t~ C.: mod. L., from Gk. peristallein 'wrap around,' from peri- + stal­lern to place.'] 
per•i:sto~e /'pera,stom/ ► n. Zool. the parts surrounding the mouth of various mvertebrat~s. ■ Bot a fringe of small projections around the mo1:1th of a capsule m mosses and certain fungi. (18th C.: from mod. L. pe~tstoma, from Gk. peri- 'around'+ stoma 'mouth.'] 
per~•~le /'pera,stil/ ► n. Archlt a row of columns surrounding a space wit ma building such as a court or internal garden or edging a veranda or porch. ■ an architectural space such as a court or porch that is sur­~ounded ?~ edged by such columns. (17th C.: ult. from Gk. peristulon r~m pen- around'+ stulos 'pillar.1 ' 
per:•·the-ci~um / J>era'THesH(e)am; -seam/ ► n. (pi. -the•d•a /-'THesa(e)a· -s~~~\tt. Cm som~ fungi) a round or !lask-shaped fruiting body with~ P Gkough which the spores are dtscharged (19th C • mod L from PER!-+ .• theke 'case.'] • •• • ·• per•1•to•ne•um / pe ·tn·- 1 serous me b • 1: . eam ► n. (pl. -ne•ums or -ne•a /-'neat) Anat the abdom. Im rane lmmg the cavity of the abdomen and covering the [ME· 1.na organs._ - per•i-to•ne•al /·'eal/ adj. 

: via late L from Gk. peritonaion from 
psteritonhos 'stretched around,' from peri- ; -tonos retc ed.'J 

per•i•to•ni•tis / pe •tn,-ti / of th . ' n l s ► n. Med. inflammation inf • e _Pen~oneum, typically caused by baaerial 
an ecbtdton ~•ther via the blood or after rupture of a ommal organ. 

Pe•ri•tus /pa' -to- / d • re os ► n. (pl. -ti /-te/) a theological 
~a~~e{- or consultant to a council of the Roman . o -tc Church. [196os: from L} • 

per•i•vvig /'peii,Wig/ ► n. a highly styled wia worn 
'Cl periwig 
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