
8/28/25, 11 :33 AM Langbo pursuing patent licensing agreement with Apple as it moves to monetise - 1AM 

�IAM 

Langbo pursuing patent licensing agreement with 

Apple as it moves to monetise 

Olivia Rafferty 

18 July 2024 

Dr Lin Yang, chief executive of Shanghai Langbo Communication Technology 

Shanghai Langbo Communication Technology (Langbo), a research lab dedicated to 

standards development, was founded in 2013 by Lin Yang and seven other 

members of the IP team at Bell Labs, a subsidiary of software firm Alcatel-Lucent 

that was later acquired by Nokia in 2016. "We realised that collectively we had very 

strong capabilities in 4G and 5G and we realised there was a gap in the market in 

China for this kind of business model," now-CEO and IP head Yang tells 1AM. 

Only 30 people make up the entire business, although 22 are fully dedicated to its 

innovation and IP processes. Together, they manage a portfolio of more than 3,000 

patents predominantly filed in China and the US, with a recent new focus on Europe. 

The relatively nascent company also now ranks among the 40 companies worldwide 

for the number of SG SEPs owned and is a top 25 declarer of patent families 

related to NB-loT technology standards. 

Yang sat down with 1AM to discuss the company's journey over the last decade, 

including his vision to become China's equivalent of lnterDigital and his three-stage 

monetisation plan. 

Before Langbo, Yang worked various stints at Bosch and Bell Labs. While his role at 

the latter helped him understand how to become a world-class inventor, it was his 

time at Bosch that got him to grips with the value of patents and protecting 

innovation. "I learned that being an inventor of cutting-edge technology is not 
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