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USPTO assignment records from two weeks ago have revealed a patent deal 

between licensing firm Sisvel and a research lab called Shanghai Langbo 

Communication Technology. The transaction includes seven US patents and one 

EPO-granted right. 

The transfer was executed back in November, and signing off on the deal for Langbo 

was Yang Lin, the company's CEO and managing director. I spoke with Yang last 

week to learn more about Langbo - which describes itself as an "IP-centric startup 

company[ ... ] focusing on 4G and 5G SEP creation" - and its first US patent deal. 

Following doctoral studies in wireless communications in the United Kingdom, Yang 

worked on 4G standards for Bell Labs beginning in 2008. At the time, the storied US 

research company was part of Alcatel-Lucent. Participating in standardisation work 

and observing the licensing market in the US and Europe, Yang says he and a group 

of colleagues began to wonder whether the researcher-NPE model exemplified in 

the wireless space by lnterDigital could work in China. 

In 2013, Yang and a group of associates took the plunge, setting up Langbo in 

Shanghai against the background of an "opening up" in China's IP system and push 

for greater innovation. The group comprises 10 scientists with PhDs whose past 
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