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[57] ABSTRACT 

A transport decoder 110. for receiving and processing a 
transport data stream using MPEG-2 formats, includes con­
nections to a physical layer channel interface ( channel 
interface) 112. a buffer memory 114. a host microprocessor 
116. audio and video decoders 118/120. and clock signal
circuitry 122. The transport decoder also includes an inter­
face to a decoder which does not include a "data valid" input
terminal. Upon receipt of encoded data packets. the transport
decoder recognizes a frame synchronization byte and trans­
fers an encoded data packet to an external decoder via the
interface. The transport decoder sets a count value for a
predetermined number of bytes in the encoded data packet
and sends the packet data to the external decoder. When the
specified number of bytes have been sent to the external
decoder. the transport decoder determines if another syn­
chronization byte has been encountered. If another synchro­
nization byte has been found. the transport decoder contin­
ues to send encoded data to the decoder. Otherwise. the
transport decoder sends zero-valued data to the external
decoder.

2 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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