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ESTIMATION OF MAXIMUM AVAILABLE
WRITE POWER OF AN OPTICAL STORAGE
DRIVE

The present invention relates to a method of estimating
maximum available write power of an optical storage drive.

The present invention further relates to a system for esti-
mating maximum available write power of an optical storage
drive.

The present invention further relates to use of the method of
estimating maximum available write power during start up of
the optical storage drive.

The present invention further relates to use of the method of
estimating maximum available write power during manufac-
turing of an optical storage drive.

The present invention further relates to an optical storage
drive comprising the system for estimating the maximum
available write power.

When new optical record medium types that allow higher
recording speeds become available in the market, the optical
storage drive manufacturers aim at bringing new optical stor-
age drives into the market with a higher laser power to support
those new optical record medium types. Most of these optical
storage drives aim at supporting all the types of optical record
medium available in the market. In principle, all optical stor-
age drives should be able to support all optical record medium
types and also the worst case types of optical record medium
i.e., the optical record mediums that require the highest laser
power. Although the optical storage drive design aims at full
support of compliant optical record medium types, it is
known that at the highest recording speed not all optical
record medium types are supported by the optical storage
drives, in case such support requires more laser power than
available from the optical storage drive. But, such optical
record medium types are still supported at lower recording
speeds.

U.S. Pat. No. 5,392,273 discloses an embodiment of a
control method for an optical storage drive whereby optimum
write conditions can be set even if there is a variation in
performance among optical storage drives. The optical stor-
age drive controller has a non-volatile memory that stores a
write drive value that provides optimum write performance.
This write drive value is measured by writing information to
the optical storage medium with a write drive value for the
laser light source being varied, and obtaining an optimum
write performance value. A control circuit reads out the cali-
bration write power value from the non volatile memory at the
time of starting the optical storage drive and controls the drive
of said laser light source with the obtained calibration write
power value. The procedure only finds out the optimum write
power conditions of an optical storage drive making it pos-
sible to record data with write power which is most suitable
for each individual optical storage drive. The laser power is
chosen such that even at the largest emission angles and at the
worst-case electrical parameters, the resulting write power in
the spot is sufficiently large to support the desired highest
recording speed. This means that all optical storage drives
have a certain guaranteed maximum power corresponding to
the largest emission angles and worst case electrical param-
eters. But, it is important to note that many optical storage
drives could produce more if needed, because they are not the
worst case. That is, in this method the extra power that is
available from lasers that are not worst case is wasted.

It is an object of the invention to identify optical storage
drives with lasers that have favourable parameters to operate
the optical storage drive on various optical record media. Itis
a further object of the invention to maximize the number of
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optical record medium/optical storage drive pairs that can
operate at the highest recording speed. This object is achieved
by providing a method of estimating maximum available
write power of an optical storage drive comprising the steps of

generating a beam of laser light from a laser light source
having a power level (P),

measuring a first parameter of the laser light source,

measuring a second parameter of the beam of the laser light
that is generated,

using the measured first parameter and the measured sec-
ond parameter to estimate the maximum available write
power of the optical storage drive.

In a first embodiment of the method according to the inven-
tion, the method comprises measuring the laser current of the
laser light source as the first parameter. This has the advantage
that the presently available laser driver integrated circuits
(IC’s) can be used to carry out the measurement of the laser
current.

In a second embodiment of the method according to the
invention, the method comprises measuring the electrical
power of the laser light source as the first parameter. This has
the advantage that the total dissipation in the laser is mea-
sured, which provides an accurate measure for the thermal
load on the laser.

In a third embodiment of the method according to the
invention, the method comprises measuring the temperature
of the laser light source as the first parameter. This has the
advantage that ageing of the laser and heat dissipation of the
laser light source are taken into account while estimating the
maximum available write power.

In a further embodiment of the method according to the
invention, the method comprises measuring the power level
(P) of the beam of laser light as the second parameter. This
directly yields the so-called coupling efficiency of the laser
into the lightpath.

In a fourth embodiment of the method according to the
invention, the estimation of the maximum available write
power is carried out by retracting the objective lens before
generating the beam of laser light. This has the advantage that
damage to the optical record medium is prevented.

In a further embodiment of the method according to the
invention, the method comprises storing the estimated maxi-
mum available write power in storage means. This has the
advantage that the stored estimated maximum available write
power can be used to operate the optical storage drive up to its
maximum estimated available write power value. This
enables the optical storage drive to handle a higher number of
optical record media that require power up to the stored
maximum available write power value.

Ina fifthembodiment of the method according to the inven-
tion, the method comprises storing the estimated maximum
available write power in an Electrically Erasable Program-
mable Read Only Memory (EEPROM). Since EEPROM is a
non-volatile memory, it can retain data even when it is not
receiving power and hence the estimated maximum available
write power can be reused for subsequent operation.

In a sixth embodiment of the method according to the
invention, the method comprises storing the estimated maxi-
mum available write power in a flash memory. Flash memory
has the advantages that read and write times are almost instan-
taneous. It is less noisy and much smaller than traditional
memories. Flash memories are highly portable with a much
faster access time. Flash memory can erase its data in entire
blocks, making it preferable for frequent updating of large
amounts of data.

In a seventh embodiment of the method according to the
invention, the method comprises storing the estimated maxi-
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mum available write power in a bar code sticker. The advan-
tage of a bar code sticker is that no EEPROM is required, so
that the cost of the optical pick up unit (OPU) is reduced.

In a eighth embodiment of the method according to the
invention, the method comprises using the stored estimated
maximum available write power to operate the optical storage
drive up to the stored estimated maximum available write
power. This has the advantage that the maximum available
write power of the optical storage drive becomes larger than
in the case where no estimation is done.

The object of the invention is further achieved by using the
method of estimating the maximum available write power
during start up of the optical storage drive. This has the
advantage that ageing of the laser and the influence of drive
temperature are taken into account while estimating the maxi-
mum available write power.

The object of the invention is further achieved by using the
method of estimating the maximum available write power
during manufacturing of the optical storage drive. This has
the advantage that it does not need the system for estimating
maximum available write power to be part of the optical
storage drive. The system for carrying out the estimation of
maximum power can be a separate unit, which can be used for
estimating maximum available power of all the optical stor-
age drive that is being manufactured.

The object of the invention is further achieved by providing
a system for estimating maximum available maximum avail-
able write power of an optical storage drive, the system com-
prising

a first measurement means arranged to measure a first
parameter of the laser light source,

a second measurement means arranged to measure a sec-
ond parameter of the beam of laser light,

an estimation means arranged to estimate maximum avail-
able write power of the optical storage drive using the mea-
sured first parameter and the measured second parameter.

In asecond embodiment of the system for estimating maxi-
mum available write power of an optical storage drive, the
system comprises a measurement means arranged to measure
laser current of the laser light source as the first parameter.

In a third embodiment of the system for estimating maxi-
mum available write power of an optical storage drive, the
system comprises a measurement means arranged to measure
the electrical power of the laser light source as the first param-
eter.

In a fourth embodiment of the system for estimating maxi-
mum available write power of an optical storage drive, the
system comprises a measurement means arranged to measure
the temperature of the laser light source as the first parameter.

In a fifth embodiment of the system for estimating maxi-
mum available write power of an optical storage drive, the
system comprises a measurement means arranged to measure
the power level (P) of the beam of laser light as the second
parameter.

In a sixth embodiment of the system for estimating maxi-
mum available write power of an optical storage drive, the
system comprises a means arranged to retract the objective
lens before generating the beam of laser light.

In a further embodiment of the system for estimating maxi-
mum available write power of an optical storage drive, the
system comprises a storage means arranged to store the esti-
mated maximum available write power.

In a seventh embodiment of the system for estimating
maximum available write power of an optical storage drive,
the system comprises an Electrically Erasable Programmable
Read Only Memory for storing the estimated maximum avail-
able write power.
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In a eighth embodiment of the system for estimating maxi-
mum available write power of an optical storage drive, the
system comprises a flash memory for storing the estimated
maximum available write power.

In a ninth embodiment of the system for estimating maxi-
mum available write power of an optical storage drive, the
system comprises a bar code sticker for storing the estimated
maximum available write power.

The object of the invention is further achieved by providing
the optical storage drive with a system for estimating maxi-
mum available write power. A Compact disc (CD) drive, a
DVD (Digital versatile disc) drive and a Blu Ray drive are a
few examples of such optical storage drives that can be pro-
vided with a system for estimating maximum available write
power.

It is to be noted that the object of the invention is achieved
by providing a method and a system for estimating the maxi-
mum available write power wherein the system has the same
advantages as the methods.

These and other aspects of the invention will be apparent
from the embodiments described in the following description
and with reference to the accompanying drawings in which,

FIG. 1 shows a first embodiment of the system for estimat-
ing the maximum available write power of an optical storage
drive according to the invention,

FIG. 2 shows a simplified flowchart illustrating the method
of estimating the maximum available write power according
to the invention,

FIG. 3 show a first embodiment of the method according to
the invention, the method comprising measuring laser current
ofthe laser light source as the first parameter that is needed to
produce a certain optical power level of the beam oflaser light
as the second parameter,

FIG. 4 show a second embodiment of the method accord-
ing to the invention, the method comprising measuring the
electrical power of the laser light source as the first parameter
that is needed to produce a certain optical power level of the
beam of the laser light source as the second parameter,

FIG. 5 show a third embodiment of the method according
to the invention, the method comprising measuring the tem-
perature of the laser light source as the first parameter that
occurs at a certain optical power level of the beam of the laser
light as the second parameter,

FIG. 6 shows a fourth embodiment of the method and
second embodiment of the system according to the invention,
wherein the method comprises retracting the objective lens
before generating the beam of laser light,

FIG. 7 shows a fifth embodiment of the method and third
embodiment of the system according to the invention, the
method comprising storing the estimated maximum available
write power in an Electrically Erasable Programmable Read
Only Memory,

FIG. 8 shows a sixth embodiment of the method and a
fourth embodiment of the system according to the invention,
the method comprising storing the estimated maximum avail-
able write power in a flash memory,

FIG. 9 shows a seventh embodiment of the method and a
fifth embodiment of the system according to the invention, the
method comprising storing the estimated maximum available
write power in a bar code sticker,

FIG. 10 illustrates how the present invention allows more
optical storage drive/optical record medium pairs to operate
at the highest recording speed.

FIG. 1 shows a firstembodiment of the system 100 used for
estimating the maximum available write power of an optical
storage drive 180. The optical storage drive 180 has an optical
head 182 for writing data on the tracks of the optical record
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medium 184. The optical head 182 has a laser light source
186. This laser light source 186 irradiates the optical record
medium 184 with abeam oflaser light 188 for recording data.
This laser light source 186 may be for example an infrared
laser diode having a wavelength of 780 nm and an optical
power of 5 mW. A laser light source power controller 172
controls the power intensity of the beam of laser light 188
originating from the laser light source 186. The beam of laser
light 188 passes through an optical system comprising optical
elements such as collimator lens 190 for collimating the beam
of laser light 188 and an objective lens 192 for focussing the
beam oflaser light 188 onto a laser spot 194 on the track of the
optical record medium 184. The system 100 for estimating
the maximum available write power of the optical storage
drive 180 comprises a measurement means 102 to measure a
first parameter of the laser light source 186. The system 100
comprises a measurement means 104 to measure a second
parameter of the beam of laser light 188. The system 100
further comprises an estimation means 106 arranged to esti-
mate maximum available write power of the optical storage
drive 180 using the measured first parameter and the mea-
sured second parameter. The system 100 used for estimating
the maximum available write power of optical storage drive
180 can be a part of the optical storage drive 180 itself or the
system 100 could be a separate unit which can be used for
carrying out the estimation of the maximum available write
power of the optical storage drive 180. Further, system 100
comprises a storage means 140 arranged to store the esti-
mated maximum available write power. Further, the optical
storage drive will have a spindle motor, a spindle processing
unit and actuator control to rotate the optical record medium
and allow the reading of the tracks of the optical record
medium which is implicit and hence not shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 2 shows a simplified flowchart illustrating the method
of estimating the maximum available write power of the
optical storage drive 180 (see FIG. 1) according to the inven-
tion. The estimation method comprises generating a beam of
laser light 188 (see FIG. 1) from the laser light source 186 (see
FIG. 1) having a certain power level P in step 200. In step 202,
a first parameter of the laser light source 186 (see FIG. 1) is
measured using the measurement means 102 of the system
100 (see FIG. 1). In step 204, a second parameter of the beam
oflaser light 188 (see FIG. 1) is measured using the measure-
ment means 104 of the system 100 (see FIG. 1). In step 206,
the maximum available write power of the optical storage
drive 180 is estimated using the estimation means 106 (see
FIG. 1) of the system 100. The estimation means 106 makes
use of the measured first parameter and the measured second
parameter to estimate the maximum available write power of
the optical storage drive 180.

FIG. 3 show a first embodiment of the method according to
the invention, the method comprising measuring laser current
of the laser light source 186 as the first parameter that is
needed to produce a certain optical power level P of the beam
of laser light 188 as the second parameter. In this embodi-
ment, the measurement means 102 (see FIG. 1) measures the
laser current of the laser light source 186 as the first param-
eter. The measurement means 104 (see FIG. 1) measures the
optical power level P of the beam of laser light 188. The
estimation means 106 (see FIG. 1) estimates the maximum
available write power of the optical storage drive 180 using
the measured laser current that is needed to produce the
optical power level P of the beam of laser light 188. FIG. 3
represents the relationship of the laser current of the laser
light source 186 I, ,,..s.cs that is measured at a certain
optical power level P, ,, .., 0f the beam of the laser light
188 using the system 100. The operating current value I,, of
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the laser light source 186 increases from a point I,,,, ,,,, to a
pointl,, .. along the axis 308. The axis 312 gives an indi-
cation of the optical power output of the beam of laser light
188, which varies, from P,,, ., to P,,, ... The operating
laser current1,,,, .. 45,4 18 measured that is needed to produce
acertain optical power P, .., 0f the beam of laser light
188. The optical power P,,,, ... can be any value that is
generated during initial start up of the optical storage drive
180. Thelasercurrentl,, ,,.qs,.0q15 measured using the mea-
surement means 102 of the system 100 that is required to
produce this optical power level P,,,, ..., 0f the beam of
laser light 188. This optical power level P,,,,, ,,.4.es 15 mea-
sured using the measurement means 104 of the system 100 as
shown in FIG. 3. The laser light source 186 has specifications
in which the maximum operating laser current of the laser
light source 186 is available in a laser diode specification data
sheet made available by the laser diode manufacturer. For
each laser light source this operating laser current value varies
from a minimum operating value to a maximum operating
value. Most of the laser light source specifications, specify a
typical operating current value I, .., which is within the
range of minimum and maximum operating value at which
the laser light source is guaranteed to give the specified opti-
cal output power P, ,,,..; of the beam of laser light 188.
Most of the optical storage drives use this P, ,,,,..; as the
power. Now, having measured the current I,, ,,.;s.es that
results inan optical power of P,,,,, ,,..45,r0401 the beam of laser
light 188, the maximum available write power of the optical
storage drive 180 is estimated by taking the maximum oper-
ating current I, .. that the laser light source 186 can with-
stand that is available in the laser diode specification data
sheet. This estimation carried out by the estimation means
106 of the system 100 is as illustrated below:

For the measured optical power P,,, ,...c.eq ©f the beam
of laser light 188, the laser current that is required is
Lop_measurear therefore, for the available maximum laser cur-
rent value of I, .. which is known for the laser light source
186 from the specification data sheet, the maximum available
optical write power of the optical storage drive 180
will be, Maximum available optical write power P,
®

opt_m. ax

optﬁmeasured/lopimeasured)Xlopimax
Hence, from the measured laser current I, ..., of the

laser light source 186 that is needed to produce the optical
power value P, . q.eq Of the beam of laser light 188, the
maximum available write power P of the optical stor-
age drive 180 is estimated.

Therefore, it can be observed that the optical power of the
beam of laser light 188 available from the optical storage
drive 180 considered in this embodimentis P, ,, ..., which
is the power at which the optical storage drive 180 can operate
on any optical record medium at a particular recording speed.
This optical power P, ,,..; is the guaranteed maximum
power, which corresponds to the typical laser current of the
laser light source 186 specified in the laser diode specification
data sheet. But, it is clear from this embodiment that it is
possible to produce more power than P,,, , .., if needed
because it is not the worst case. The worst case here refers to
the guaranteed optical power, which a laser light source can
produce at extreme electrical parameters. Here, in case no
estimation of the write power is carried out, the extra power
301 that is (P,,, ,.0x—Pops_spicar) WOUld have been wasted
and the optical storage drive 180 may not have been used for
certain type of optical record mediums that required power in
the range of (P, ,uux=Pops spicar)- It is clear from the illus-
tration shown in FIG. 3 that the extra power 301 that is
available from the laser light source 186 is identified. This
extra power 301 can be made use of for recording optical

opt_max
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record media that require this power and hence is not wasted.
Further, because of this power estimation, the maximum
available write power of the optical storage drive 180
becomes larger than in case if no such estimation is done.
Here due to the estimation, the maximum power available is
Pt ma ratherthan P, . ... In the case where no estima-
tionis done, the optical storage drive 180 would be used on all
optical record media that need a power of P, ,,,,;..;- [f some
optical record media needed more power than P, . ...
without this estimation method this optical storage drive 180
may not have been used. After performing this estimation,
since now it is known that the same optical storage drive 180
can support recording of the optical record media at a power
level greater than P,,,, ;.. the same optical storage drive
180 can be used for handling such optical record media that
require higher power than P, . ... Hence, the optical
record media that could not be handled earlier because they
needed more power can now be handled by the same optical
storage drive 180 after carrying out the estimation. Addition-
ally, the optical storage drive 180 that has favourable laser
parameters to support recording of such optical record media
at higher power levels has been identified.

FIG. 4 show a second embodiment of the method accord-
ing to the invention, the method comprising measuring the
electrical power of the laser light source 186 as the first
parameter that is needed to produce a certain optical power
level P of'the beam of laser light 188 as the second parameter.
In this embodiment, the measurement means 102 (see FIG. 1)
measures the electrical power of the laser light source 186 as
the first parameter. The measurement means 104 (see FIG. 1)
measures the optical power level P of the beam of laser light
188. The estimation means 106 (see FIG. 1) estimates the
maximum available write power of the optical storage drive
180 using the measured electrical power of the laser light
source 186 that is needed to produce the power level P of the
beam of laser light 188. FIG. 4 represents the relationship of
the electrical power of the laser light source 186 P, .. .creq
that is measured at a certain optical power level P,,,,, ,.cqrea
of the beam of the laser light 188 using the system 100. The
electrical power P_,, of the laser light source 186 increases
from a point P, ., toapoint P, . along the axis 408.
The axis 412 gives an indication of the optical power output of
the beam of laser light 188, which varies from P,,, ,,, to
P The electrical power of the laser light source 186

sor_measurea 15 Measured that is needed to produce a certain
optical power P, ,,.45.00201 the beam of laser light 188. The
optical power P, , ... can be any value that is generated
during initial start up of the optical storage drive 180. The
electrical power P, . ......is measured using the measure-
ment means 102 of the system 100. The optical power level
P,pt measurea 15 measured using the measurement means 104
of the system 100. The laser light source 186 has ratings in
which the maximum operating power of the laser light source
186 is available in a laser diode specification data sheet made
available by the laser diode manufacturer. For each laser light
source this operating power of the laser light source varies
fromaminimum value P, ., toamaximumvalueP,, . ...
Most of the laser light source specifications will specify a
typical operating power value P, . .., which is within the
range of minimum P, ... and maximum P, ... value at
which the laser light source 186 gives the specified typical
optical power P, ..., Of the beam of laser light 188. Most
of the optical storage drives use this P, .., as the power.
This P, ,,,-; depends on two parameters namely the oper-
ating current and the operating voltage of the laser light
source 186. By varying the operating current and the operat-
ing voltage value, it is possible to vary the electrical power

opt_max*
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P,,, of the laser light source 186. Now, having measured the
power P, ....q that results in an optical power of
Pyt measurea OF the beam of laser light 188, the maximum
available write power of the optical storage drive 180 is esti-
mated by taking the maximum operating electrical power of
the laser light source P, ... that the laser light source 186
can withstand and is available in the laser diode specification
data sheet. This estimation carried out by the estimation
means 106 of the system 100 is as illustrated below:

For the measured optical power P,,, ,...s.eq ©f the beam
oflaser light 188, the electrical power of the laser light source
186 that isneeded is P, ,,,qs.0q therefore, for the available
maximum power value of the laser light source 186 P, ...
which is known for the laser light source 186 from the data
sheet, the maximum available write power of the optical
storage drive 180 will be,

Maximum available optical write power P, ,u=
(P, %P

otheasured/ P sor__measured. sor__max

Hence, from the measured power P,,,. . .ceq Of the laser
light source 186 that is needed to produce the optical power
value P,,, .. cureq Of the beam of laser light 188, the maxi-
mum available write power P of the optical storage
drive 180 is estimated.

Therefore, it can be observed that the optical power of the
beam of laser light 188 available from the optical storage
drive 180 considered in this embodimentis P,,, .., which
is the power at which the optical storage drive 180 can operate
on any optical record medium at a particular recording speed.
This optical power P, ..., is the guaranteed maximum
power, which corresponds to the typical electrical power of
the laser light source 186 specified in laser diode specification
data sheet. But, it is clear from this embodiment that is it
possible to produce more power than P,,, ..., if needed
because this is not the worst case. The worst case here refers
to the guaranteed optical power, which a laser light source can
produce at extreme electrical parameters. Here, in case no
estimation of write power is carried out, the extra power 401
thatis (P,,, ux=Pops_npicar) Would have been wasted and the
optical storage drive 180 may not have been used for certain
type of optical record media that required power in the range
of (P,. pax=Popr_sypican)- 1t 15 clear from the illustration
shown in FIG. 4 that the extra power 401 that is available from
the laser light source 186 is identified. This extra power 401
can be made use of for recording optical record media that
require more power and hence is not wasted. Further, because
of'this power estimation, the maximum available write power
of'the optical storage drive 180 becomes larger than in case if
no such estimation is done. Here due to the estimation, the
maximum power available is P,,, ,,,, ratherthanP,,, , .-
In the case where no estimation is done, the optical storage
drive 180 would be used on all optical record media that
needed a power of P,,,, . ..;- If some optical record media
needed more power than P, . . .. without this estimation
method, this optical storage drive 180 may not have been
used. After performing this estimation, since now it is known
that the same optical storage drive 180 can support recording
of the optical record media that require higher power than
P,,i spicar the same optical storage drive 180 can be used for
handling such optical record media that require higher power
than P, , ...;- Hence, the optical record media that could
not be handled earlier because they needed more power can
now be handled by the same optical storage drive 180 after
carrying out the estimation. Additionally, the optical storage
drive 180 that has favourable laser parameters to support
recording of such optical record media at higher power levels
has been identified.

opt_max
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FIG. 5 show a third embodiment of the method according
to the invention, the method comprising measuring the tem-
perature of the laser light source 186 as the first parameter that
occurs at a certain power level P of the beam of the laser light
188 as the second parameter. In this embodiment, the mea-
surement means 102 (see FIG. 1) measures the temperature of
the laser light source 186 as the first parameter. The measure-
ment means 104 (see FIG. 1) measures the power level P of
the beam of laser light 188. The estimation means 106 (see
FIG. 1) estimates the maximum available write power of the
optical storage drive 180 using the measured temperature of
the laser light source 186 that occurs at a certain power level
P of the beam of laser light 188. FIG. 5 represents the rela-
tionship of the temperature of the laser light source 186 thatis
measured at a certain optical power level P,,,, ,,.45.cq Of the
beam of the laser light 188 using the system 100. The oper-
ating temperature of the laser light source 186 increases from
apoint T,,,, to apoint T, . along the axis 508. The axis 512
gives an indication of the optical output power P,,, of the
beam of laser light 188, which varies, from P,,, ,,, to
P,,: max The operating temperature of the laser light source
186 T,,. .. 15 measured that is needed to produce a certain
optical power P, ,, 45,0201 the beam of laser light 188. The
optical power P, , ... €2l be any value that is generated
during initial start up of the optical storage drive 180. The
maximum write power available from the laser light source
186 is limited by the temperature of the laser. This means that
if for a given optical output the heat dissipation in the laser
light source varies, the maximum available laser light power
will also vary. Specifically, spread on the electrical character-
istics of the laser light source, like the threshold current, the
differential efficiency and the bias voltage will cause maxi-
mum available power to vary. The same applies to the envi-
ronmental temperature. The temperature T, ,;,,.; 15 mea-
sured using the measurement means 102 of the system 100
that occurs at an optical power level P, ,, ....,..0f the beam
of laser light 188. The optical power level P, .. 0eq 1
measured using the measurement means 104 of the system
100. The laser light source 186 has ratings in which the
maximum operating temperature of the laser light source 186
is available in a laser diode specification data sheet made
available by the laser diode manufacturer. For each laser light
source this operating temperature of the laser light source 186
varies from a minimum value T,,;, to a maximum value T,,, ..
Most of the laser light source 186 specifications will specify
a typical operating temperature value T, ..., which is within
the range of minimum and maximum value at which the laser
light source 186 gives the specified output optical power
P,,c spicar o1 the beam of laser light 188. Most of the optical
storage drives use this P, ,.....; as the power. Now, having
measured the temperature T,,, ., that results in an optical
power of P, ..c..oq Of the beam of laser light 188, the
maximum available write power is estimated by taking the
maximum operating temperature T,,,. that the laser light
source 186 can withstand, and that is available in the data
sheet. This estimation carried out by the estimation means
106 of the system 100 is as illustrated below:

For the measured optical power P,,, ,..,s.req ©f the beam
oflaser light 188, the temperature of the laser light source 186
that is needed is T,,.,.,,.4> therefore, for the available maxi-
mum temperature value of T,, . of the laser light source 186
which is known for the laser light source 186 from the data
sheet, the maximum available optical write power of the
optical storage drive 180 will be,

Maximum available optical write power P,
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Hence, from the measured temperature T,,. ...z Of the
laser light source 186, that is needed to produce the optical
power value P, . .c.req OF the beam of laser light 188, the
maximum available write power P of the optical stor-
age drive 180 is estimated.

Therefore, it can be observed that the optical power of the
beam of laser light 188 available from the optical storage
drive 180 considered in this embodiment is P,,, ,,;.,; which
is the power at which the optical storage drive 180 can operate
on any optical record medium at a particular recording speed.
This optical power P, .., is the guaranteed maximum
power, which corresponds, to the typical operating tempera-
ture T, Of the laser light source 186 specified in a laser
diode specification data sheet. But, it is clear from this
embodiment that it is possible to produce more power than
P, picar if Needed because this is not the worst case. The
worst case here refers to the guaranteed optical power, which
a laser light source can produce at extreme electrical param-
eters. Here, in case no estimation of the write power is carried
out, the extra power 501 that is (P, ,..x=Pops_spicer) Would
have been wasted and the optical storage drive 180 may not
have been used for certain type of optical record media that
required power in the range of (P, ,...=Pop spicar)- It 1
clear from the illustration shown in FIG. 5 that the extra power
501 that is available from the laser light source 186 is identi-
fied. This extra power 501 can be made use of for recording
optical record media that require more power and hence is not
wasted. Further, because of this power estimation, the maxi-
mum available write power of the optical storage drive 180
becomes larger than in case if no such estimation is done.
Here, due to the estimation the maximum available power is
Pt mactatherthanP,,, . ...;. Incase where no estimation is
done, the optical storage drive 180 would be used in all optical
record media that need a power of P,,,, ., ;...;- If some optical
record media needed more power than P, . ..., without
this estimation method, this optical storage drive 180 may not
have been used. After performing this estimation, since now it
is known that the same optical storage drive 180 can support
recording of the optical record media at a power level greater
than P, . ... the same optical storage drive 180 can be
used for handling such optical record media that require
higher power than P,, , ..., Hence, the optical record
media that could not be handled earlier because they needed
more power can now be handled by the same optical storage
drive 180 after carrying out the estimation. Additionally, the
optical storage drive 180 that has favourable laser parameters
to support recording of such optical record media at higher
power levels has been identified.

FIG. 6 shows a fourth embodiment of the method and a
second embodiment of the system that is used to estimate the
maximum available write power of the optical storage drive
180. Elements that have the same function or construction as
in FIG. 1 are designated by the same reference numerals and
are not further described in detail. The system 100 has a
retracting means 120 arranged to retract the objective lens
192 before generating the beam of laser light 188. In all the
embodiments described in the invention, the estimation of
maximum available write power is carried out by retracting
the objective lens 192 using the retracting means 120 of the
system 100. Retracting the objective lens 192 and generating
the beam of laser light 188 prevents the damage that may
happen to the optical record medium 184.

In a fifth embodiment of the method of the invention and a
third embodiment of the system as shown in FIG. 7, the
estimated maximum available write power is stored in a stor-
age means 702. The storage means used to store the estimated
maximum available write power is an Electrically Erasable

opt_max
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Programmable Read Only Memory 702. The laser power
controller 172 makes use of this stored maximum write power
value for operating the optical storage drive 180 up to the
estimated maximum available write power. Further, since
EEPROM is a non volatile memory, the estimated maximum
available write power can be retained even when the power is
switched off and hence can be used for subsequent operation.

In a sixth embodiment of the method of the invention and a
fourth embodiment of the system as shown in FIG. 8, the
estimated maximum available write power is stored in a stor-
age means 802. The storage means 802 used to store the
estimated maximum available write power is a flash memory.
The laser power controller 172 makes use of this stored maxi-
mum write power value for operating the optical storage drive
180 up to the estimated maximum available write power.
Flash memory has the advantages that read and write times
are almost instantaneous. It is less noisy and much smaller
than traditional memories. Flash memories are highly por-
table with a much faster access time. Flash memory can erase
its data in entire blocks, making it preferable for frequent
updating of large amounts of data.

In a seventh embodiment of the method of the invention
and a fifth embodiment of the system as shown in FIG. 9, the
estimated maximum available write power is stored in a stor-
age means 902. The storage means 902 used to store the
estimated maximum available write power is a bar code
sticker. The laser power controller 172 makes use of this
stored maximum write power value for operating the optical
storage drive up to the estimated maximum available write
power. The advantage of a bar code sticker is that no
EEPROM is required, so that the cost of the optical pick up
unit (OPU) is reduced.

It should be noted that the storage means 702, 802 and 902
used to store the estimated maximum available write power
can be arranged within the system 100 for estimating the
maximum available write power of the optical storage drive.
Alternatively these storage means 702, 802 and 902 can be
arranged within the optical storage drive 180 itself.

In a further object of the invention, the method of estimat-
ing maximum available write power described in the embodi-
ments is used during start up of the optical storage drive.
During initial start up of the optical storage drive 180, the first
parameter and the second parameter are measured that is
required to produce a certain optical power level P, ... s.0q
of the beam of laser light 188 as illustrated in the embodi-
ments using the measurement means 102 and 104 of the
system 100. From the measurements made, the maximum
available write power is estimated using the estimation means
106 of the system 100 as illustrated in FIG. 3, FIG. 4, and FIG.
5. The estimated maximum available write power value is
stored in a storage means. The laser light power controller 172
makes use of this stored maximum available write power
value for operating the optical storage drive 180 up to the
estimated maximum available write power. This embodiment
has an advantage that ageing of the laser light source 186 and
the influence of the laser drive temperature is taken into
account while estimating the maximum available write
power. Further, the electrical characteristics of a laser may
change or deteriorate with time. This embodiment takes such
factors also into account during the estimation.

The object of the invention is further achieved by using the
method of estimating maximum available write power
described in the embodiments during manufacturing of the
optical storage drive. During manufacturing of the optical
storage drive 180, the system 100 is used for measuring the
first parameter and the second parameter that is required to
produce a certain optical power level P,,, ,..qeq Of the
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beam of laser light 188. The first parameter and the second
parameter are measured using the measurement means 102
and 104 of the system 100 respectively. From the measure-
ments, the maximum available write power is estimated using
the estimation means 106 of the system 100 as described in
the embodiments. This estimated maximum available write
power is stored in a storage means within the optical storage
drive 180. The laser light source power controller 172 makes
use of this stored maximum available write power value for
operating the optical storage drive up to the estimated maxi-
mum available write power. This embodiment has the advan-
tage that the system 100 for estimating maximum available
write power of the optical storage drive 180 need not be part
of'the optical storage drive 180. It can be a separate unit which
can be used for estimating the maximum available write
power of optical storage drives that are manufactured and the
same system 100 can be used for subsequent estimations on a
number of optical storage drives.

From the embodiments and the illustrations, it is clear that
the present invention allows many more optical storage drive/
optical record medium pairs to operate at the highest record-
ing speed. This is illustrated in FIG. 10. In FIG. 10 the upper
line represents the range of powers 902 needed by all the
optical record media on the market, for a certain recording
speed. The lower line represents the range of write powers
904 available from the optical storage drives of a specific
type. These optical storage drives have laser light source that
has write power that varies from minimum to maximum
based on several parameters. The maximum available write
power could be a maximum write power that is available at the
worst case parameters. Without the estimation of the maxi-
mum available write power as claimed in the present inven-
tion, only fraction A of all the optical record media can be
handled by optical storage drives, because only the worst case
maximum power is known and hence available. Using the
claimed method of estimating the maximum available write
power of optical storage drives, the much larger fraction B can
behandled by a subset of the optical storage drives. It depends
on the distributions of the powers on the two lines what the
actual increase in optical storage drive/optical record medium
pairs will be for the claimed method.

The order in the described embodiments of the method for
estimating maximum available write power of an optical stor-
age drive 180 is not mandatory, a person skilled in the art may
change the order of steps without departing from the concept
as intended by the present invention. It should be noted that
the above-mentioned embodiments illustrate rather than limit
the invention, and that those skilled in the art will be able to
design many alternative embodiments without departing
from the scope of the appended claims. In the claims, any
reference signs placed between parentheses shall not be con-
strued as limiting the claim. The invention can be imple-
mented by means of hardware comprising several distinct
elements, and by means of a suitably programmed computer.
In the system claims enumerating several means, several of
these means can be embodied by one and the same item of
computer readable software or hardware. The figures and
drawings are accordingly, to be regarded for illustrative pur-
poses than being used in the restrictive sense.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for estimating maximum available write
power of an optical storage drive comprising the acts of:

obtaining a maximum source parameter of the laser light

source that the laser light source can withstand;
generating a beam of laser light from a laser light source
having a power level;

measuring a source parameter of the laser light source;
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measuring a beam parameter of the beam of the laser light;

estimating the maximum available write power of the opti-
cal storage drive using the measured source parameter,
the measured beam parameter, and the maximum source
parameter of the laser light source,

wherein the estimating act estimates the maximum avail-
able write power of the optical storage drive Popt_max
using the following:

Popt_max=(Popt_measured/Psor_measured)x
Psor_max,

where Popt_measured is the beam parameter, Psor_mea-
sured is the source parameter, and Psor_max is the maxi-
mum source parameter.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the source parameter
comprises a current of the laser light source.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the source parameter
comprises an electrical power of the laser light source.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the source parameter
comprises a temperature of the laser light source.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the beam parameter
comprises the power level of the beam of the laser light.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising the act of
retracting an objective lens before generating the beam of
laser light.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising the act of
storing the estimated maximum available write power in stor-
age device.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the storage device
comprises an Electrically Erasable Programmable Read Only
Memory.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the storage device
comprises a flash memory.

10. The method of claim 7, wherein the storage device
comprises a bar code sticker.

11. The method of claim 7, further comprising the act of
using the stored estimated maximum available write power to
operate the optical storage drive up to the estimated maxi-
mum available write power.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein the method is per-
formed during initial start up of the optical storage drive.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the method is per-
formed during manufacturing of the optical storage drive.

14. A system for estimating maximum available write
power of an optical storage drive comprising an optical head
having a laser light source for generating a beam of laser light,
the system comprising:

a first measurement device configured to measure a source

parameter of the laser light source,
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a second measurement device configured to measure a
beam parameter of the beam of laser light,

an estimation device configured to estimate the maximum
available write power of the optical storage drive using
the measured source parameter, the measured beam
parameter and a maximum source parameter of the laser
light source,

wherein the estimation device is configured to estimate the
maximum available write power of the optical storage
drive Popt_max using the following:

Popt_max=(Popt_measured/Psor_measured)x
Psor_max,

where Popt_measured is the beam parameter, Psor_mea-
sured is the source parameter, and Psor_max is the maxi-
mum source parameter.

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the source parameter
comprises a current of the laser light source.

16. The system of claim 14, wherein the source parameter
comprises an electrical power of the laser light source.

17. The system of claim 14, wherein the source parameter
comprises a temperature of the laser light source.

18. The system of claim 14, wherein the beam parameter
comprises a power level of the beam of the laser light.

19. The system of claim 14, further comprising a retracting
device configured to retract an objective lens before generat-
ing the beam of laser light.

20. The system of claim 14, further comprising a storage
device configured to store the estimated maximum available
write power.

21. The system of claim 20, wherein the storage device
comprises an Erasable Programmable Read Only Memory.

22. The system of claim 20, wherein the storage device
comprises a flash memory.

23. The system of claim 20, wherein the storage device
comprises a barcode sticker.

24. An optical storage drive comprising a system for esti-
mating maximum available write power as claimed in claim
14.

25. The method of claim 1, wherein the obtaining act
obtains the maximum source parameter of the laser light
source from a specification data sheet of the laser light source
made available by a manufacturer of the laser light source.

26. The system of claim 14, wherein the maximum source
parameter of the laser light source is obtaining from a speci-
fication data sheet of the laser light source made available by
a manufacturer of the laser light source.
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