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B ck to blog

W nt to deploy cookie b nners cross multiple
client websites?

P rtner with CookieYes →

COOKIES 15 min re d

Wh t re session cookies? Do they need consent?
By K vy  June , 0 5

Cookies re sm ll text files th t  website stores on your device (sm rtphones, computers etc.) when you browse the internet.
They re cre ted when your browser lo ds  p rticul r website, nd the site sends inform tion to your browser which then
cre tes  text file. Cookies c n store  r nge of inform tion, including person l d t  (such s n me, home ddress, em il

ddress) nd inform tion bout your preferred l ngu ge or loc tion etc. th t llows the site to present you with inform tion
customized to fit your needs.

Wh t re session cookies?

Session cookies re cookies th t l st for  session. A session st rts when you l unch  website or web pp nd ends when you
le ve the website or close your browser window. Session cookies cont in inform tion th t is stored in  tempor ry memory
loc tion which is deleted fter the session ends. Unlike other cookies, session cookies re never stored on your device.
Therefore, they re lso known s tr nsient cookies, non-persistent cookies, or tempor ry cookies.
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How do session cookies work?

The session cookie is  server-specific cookie th t c nnot be p ssed to ny m chine other th n the one th t gener ted the
cookie. The server cre tes  “session ID” which is  r ndomly gener ted number th t tempor rily stores the session cookie. This
cookie stores inform tion such s the user’s input nd tr cks the movements of the user within the website. There is no other
inform tion stored in the session cookie.

Session cookies re set on  device’s tempor ry memory when  browser session st rts.

Wh t is the purpose of session cookies?

A website itself c nnot tr ck  user’s movement on its webp ge nd tre ts e ch new p ge request s  new request from  new
user. Session cookies llow websites to remember users within website when they move between web p ges. These cookies
tell the server wh t p ges to show the user so the user doesn’t h ve to remember where they left off or st rt n vig ting the site

ll over g in. Therefore, without session cookies, websites h ve no memory. Session cookies re vit l for user experience on
online shops nd websites when the function lities depend on users’ ctivities.

Wh t re session cookies ex mples?

The most common ex mple of session cookie in ction is the shopping c rt on eCommerce websites. When you visit n
online shop nd dd items to your shopping c rt, the session cookie remembers your selection so your shopping c rt will h ve
the items you selected when you re re dy to checkout. Without session cookies, the checkout p ge will not remember your
selection nd your shopping c rt will be empty.
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Session cookies lso help users to browse nd dd items to the shopping c rt without logging in on n eCommerce site. Only
when users checkout, do they h ve to dd their n me, ddress, nd p yment inform tion.

Are session cookies GDPR compli nt?

Session cookies f ll under the c tegoriz tion of strictly necess ry cookies under the Gener l D t  Protection Regul tion (GDPR),
pplic ble in the Europe n Union nd the UK. Strictly necess ry cookies like session cookies re exempt from the consent

requirements underlined in the GDPR. Therefore, session cookies re GDPR compli nt.

Strictly necess ry cookies re essenti l to n vig te  website nd use its fe tures nd function lities. Without them, you
wouldn’t be ble to use b sic services like logging in on  website or dding items to  shopping c rt etc. GDPR exempts these
cookies from consent requirements s they do not g ther ny person l inform tion bout users.

To find n extensive list of necess ry cookies set by websites, check out CookieSe rch, n open-source d t b se
of 100,000+ cookies.

Do you need consent for session cookies?

As session cookies re set by the first p rty (the website you visit) nd re necess ry to keep tr ck of your n vig tion through
the website nd remember user inputs, they do not require consent under GDPR. Websites c n set session cookies on  user’s
device without consent but should provide inform tion on wh t these cookies do nd why they re necess ry. This is usu lly
done vi  cookie consent b nners.

Cookie b nner from CookieYes indic ting th t necess ry cookies re en bled.

Gener te  custom cookie b nner for your website

Try it for free

How to check if my website uses session cookies?

Most websites use cookies. The e siest w y to find out if your site uses cookies is to conduct  cookie sc n. You c n use the free
cookie sc nner from CookieYes. The sc nner will cr wl through your websites, ctiv te hidden cookies nd tr ckers, identify nd
c tegorize them nd gener te  cookie udit report.

Sc n website for cookies



6/14/25, 8:53 AM What are session cookies? Do they need consent? - CookieYes

https://www.cookieyes.com/blog/session-cookies/ 4/10

Get cookie consent with CookieYes

Now th t you’ve sc nned your website nd h ve det iled inform tion bout cookies on your website, it’s time to t ke  step
tow rds priv cy l w compli nce. CookieYes is  cookie consent solution th t helps over 1 million websites worldwide to get
GDPR, LGPD, CNIL nd CCPA compli nt.

In the EU nd UK, ll cookies other th n strictly necess ry cookies require explicit consent from users. CookieYes will help you
collect v lid consent on your website s per GDPR cookie consent. It will t ke  simple steps!
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The fe tures you get on CookieYes:

Cookie b nner with full customiz tion

Auto-tr nsl tion of cookie b nner in 0+ l ngu ges

Cookie sc nner to keep your cookie list up-to-d te

Gr nul r control fe ture to selectively en ble or dis ble cookies

Autom tic Third-p rty cookie blocking prior to getting consent

In-built priv cy nd cookie policy gener tor

Record of user consents nd their cookie preferences

Geo-t rgeting b nner for GDPR nd CCPA compli nce

Try CookieYes for free

FAQ on session cookies

Wh t is the difference between cookies nd sessions?

Cookies nd sessions re used by websites to store users’ d t cross different p ges of the site. The key difference between
sessions nd cookies is th t sessions re s ved on the server side while cookies re s ved on the client side.

Cookies Session

Cookies re sm ll text files used to store user inform tion on
the user’s computer.

Sessions re used to store user inform tion on the
user’s server side.

Cookies expire fter  specified lifetime or dur tion.
A session ends when the user closes the browser or
logs out.
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Cookies c n only store  limited mount of d t  of 4KB in 
browser.

Sessions h ve  1 8 MB size to store d t  for one time.

Cookies store inform tion in text file. Session stores d t in n encrypted form t.

Why do cookies require consent?

Online identifiers like cookies, IP ddresses, dvertising IDs, pixel t gs, ccount h ndles, device fingerprints, nd r dio frequency
identific tion (RFID) t gs, c n be used in combin tion nd used to cre te profiles of individu ls nd identify them. Hence,
cookies c n be considered person l d t  nd re subject to priv cy l ws like the GDPR, LGPD (Br zil), CCPA etc.

Wh t re perform nce cookies?

Perform nce cookies llow websites to provide n enh nced user experience by remembering the users. These cookies
ev lu te the perform nce of website by collecting inform tion on how visitors use the website.

Wh t re function l cookies?

Function l cookies re cookies th t ensure  website functions properly. Cookies th t llow user registr tion or remember
usern mes nd p sswords for utom tic login nd  user’s site preferences (such s the l ngu ge preference) re ex mples of
function l cookies.

Wh t re n lytics cookies?

An lytics cookies re used to count the number of visitors on  website nd tr ck how users n vig te nd inter ct with 
website i.e. they study user’s ctivity on your site. An lytics cookies like Google An lytics, nd Hotj r, help website owners
improve their websites.

Wh t re dvertisement cookies?

Advertisement or tr cking cookies re used by websites to tr ck the ctivities nd beh viours of users online so s to provide
them with person lized dvertisements. These types of cookies re often persistent in n ture nd re usu lly inst lled on 
user’s browser by third p rties.

Wh t re persistent cookies?

Persistent cookies re cookies th t re stored on user’s device for consider bly longer time. Therefore, they re lso known
s perm nent cookies. Persistent cookies recognize users nd remember their browser settings or preferences on their

subsequent visits nd help websites provide better user experiences.

Wh t re first-p rty cookies?

First-p rty cookies re pl ced on  user’s browser by  website or  dom in the user visits directly. These kinds of cookies re
being set for purposes like collecting n lytics d t , remembering browsing options such s l ngu ge or loc tion settings, nd
c rrying out other ctivities th t improve the browsing experience of users.

Wh t re third-p rty cookies?

Third-p rty cookies re issued by ny p rty p rt from the website or  dom in th t  user visits directly. A third p rty c n be
referred to s n dvertiser who provides t rgeted ds; or services th t help website oper tors dd third-p rty elements (e.g.
live ch t, soci l-medi  buttons, Google M ps element, etc.) on their site.

How do I stop blocking session cookies?

If you h ve cookie blockers or en bled cookie blocking vi  browser settings, sometimes you m y not be ble to use cert in
websites or their function lities. In th t c se, you c n modify cookie settings on browsers using our guide: How to check cookies
on your website m nu lly
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K vy

K vy  is  content designer who works cross m rketing, nd product to cre te simple, user-first content. She brings expertise in
long-form content, UX writing, nd copywriting for B C nd B B br nds. In her downtime, she’s prob bly w tching re-runs of
mobster dr m s nd b king.

Wh t is the difference between session cookies nd persistent cookies?

Session cookies do not ret in ny inform tion on your device or send inform tion from your device. These cookies re deleted
when the session expires or termin ted when the browser window is closed.
Persistent cookies rem in on the device until you er se them or they expire. They re ide l for storing inform tion, for inst nce,
persistent cookies help you st y logged in on  website even if you close your browser window.

Should I lw ys llow session cookies?

Session cookies re essenti l for  website’s function lities or for it to deliver  service th t it intends to. They re lso exempt
from consent requirements under priv cy regul tions like the GDPR. Priv cy-conscious users c n therefore llow session
cookies s they do not store ny inform tion/person l d t  nd help the website to oper te without ny troubles.

Where re session cookies stored?

Session cookies re stored in the computer’s memory tempor rily nd re never stored in the disk.

Where re non-session cookies stored?

Persistent Cookies re stored on  user’s device i.e. pl ced on the device’s h rd disk.

Do session cookies expire?

Session cookies usu lly expire t the end of n internet browser session i.e. when the user closes  browser or t b. By def ult,
there is no timeout or expir tion timest mp for the session cookies

Wh t inform tion does  session cookie cont in?

No person lly identifi ble d t  is collected by session cookies. They cont in only  r ndom number identifier th t is used to
index the server’s session c che.

Does
compli nce
for multiple
clients
concern you?

Try our Agency Progr m
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Keep re ding

COOKIES

F cebook Cookies: How They Work, Power Ads & Affect Compli nce

In this guide, we will expl in ex ctly wh t F cebook cookies do for dvertisers, how to integr te them correctly nd how to st y
compli nt without s crificing d perform nce.

By Shrey June 11, 0 5 11 min
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Show ll rticles

CONSENT COOKIES

Cookie Consent Trends by Country: 0 5 Glob l Compli nce Guide

Cookie b nners h ve become priv cy’s front line. In 0 5, they do more th n just compli nce. …

By S fn June 11, 0 5 1  min

COOKIES

Microsoft Cl rity Cookies: Wh t They Are & How to St y GDPR-Compli nt

Websites re silent convers tions. Tools like Microsoft Cl rity use cookies to underst nd user beh vior respectfully nd with
consent. This guide explores its cookies through  priv cy-first lens.

By S fn June 11, 0 5 1  min

Subscribe to get monthlynewsletter in your inbox

m il@dom in.com Submit
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I gree to receive newsletters from CookieYes nd ccept the Priv cy Policy.
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© 0 5 CookieYes. All rights reserved. CookieYes Limited is registered in the UK. Comp ny no. 1 0740 7.

Any inform tion, whether or l or written, obt ined from the CookieYes website, services, tools, or comments does not constitute ny form of leg l nd/or
regul tory dvice. If ny kind of leg l ssist nce is required, users should consult with n ttorney, l wyer, or l w firm.




