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USER NAME AUTHENTICATION FOR
GATEWAY CLIENTS ACCESSING A PROXY
CACHE SERVER

FIELD OF INVENTION

This invention relates to a system and method for limiting
access by Internet Protocol (IP) and Novell’s (of Provo,
Utah) proprietary Internet Protocol (IPX) standard gateway
clients to Internet web sites through a proxy cache server
based upon the IPX/IP gateway client’s username.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

It is increasingly common for users or “clients” having
individual microcomputers interconnected by an institu-
tional intranet or local area network to gain access to various
remote sites (such as those on the “World Wide Web™) via
the well known Internet Communications Network. Clients,
using stand-alone microcomputers with a user interface and
a resident web browser application, receive and manipulate
data from various web sites as desired. In a basic network
communication arrangement, all clients are free to access
any remote web sites for which Uniform Resource Locator
(URL) addresses are available.

Additionally, it is increasingly common in network appli-
cations to provide the local network or intranet with a
so-called proxy cache server that links the local network
with the wider external Internet. The purpose of the proxy
cache server is to store and distribute to clients information
received from external web sites. The information, which
can consist of a web page or associated data, can be accessed
by local network clients without making a further connec-
tion to the external Internet. The proxy cache server accesses
stored web pages based upon addresses provided by clients.
These addresses are typically provided in Transmission
Control Protocol/internet Protocol (TCP/IP) format, which
is commonly recognized by the Internet. The local network,
itself, can communicate using an IP protocol or the com-
mercially available IPX protocol by Novell, Inc. of Provo,
Utah. In an unregulated proxy cache server environment,
request for new web site information cause the proxy cache
server to communicate with the Internet, receive and down-
load the newly requested information and store it for further
use. Various parameters are used to regulate the length of
time for which web site information is stored within the
proxy cache server and for when information is deleted. In
general, a proxy cache server reduces the number of times
Internet connections must be made, particularly for popular,
often-visited web sites.

In many institutional settings, unlimited access to web
sites is undesirable. Similarly, it may be desirable to limit
access to web site information to certain specified users
and/or limit specified users to only certain types or catego-
ries of web sites. Applications resident in web servers are
currently employed to restrict access to specified sites.

In general, however, proxy cache servers are not provided
with applications for limiting access by certain users. Hence,
all users on the network typically have access to any web site
information stored within a proxy cache server. It is
therefore, an object of this invention to provide a system and
method for limiting access to web site information stored on
a proxy cache server within a local area network or intranet.
The arrangement should automatically restrict access by
unauthorized users to specified web information stored in
the proxy cache server and should prevent the proxy cache
server from retrieving web site information via the Internet
for such unauthorized users.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention overcomes the disadvantages of the prior
art by providing a system and method for controlling access
to remote (Internet) web information stored on a proxy
cache server, wherein the proxy cache server is resident on
a local network or intranet. Gateway clients linked to the
local network or intranet can issue requests for web
information—typically a Hypertext Transfer Protocol
(HTTP) format through a web browser application. The
HTTP request is not routed directly to an Internet server.
Rather, a user name for the particular client is appended to
the request’s message header. The client previously obtains
the user name through a network directory service. The
appended request is then forwarded to the proxy cache
server. The proxy cache server receives the request and polls
for the user name. If the user name is absent, the request is
denied. If the user name is present, then the proxy cache
server passes the request to an access control agent that
compares the name and requested site address to an access
control list. The parameters of the access control list are
preprogrammed by a system administrator based upon the
institution’s Internet access control policies. The proxy
cache server permits access or denies access based upon the
particular access limits associated with the requesting client
and the parameters of the requested site. If access is
permitted, then the proxy cache server transmits the
requested site information to the client from its cache
memory. If the requested site information is not currently
stored in the cache, then the proxy cache server’s application
opens a TCP/IP link with the remote site over the Internet,
retrieves the site information, stores it in the cache, and
transmits the information from the cache to the client.

The directory service can be structured as a Novell
Directory Services (NDS) directory. Communication
between the NDS directory, client and proxy cache server
can occur using data packets formatted according to Nov-
ell’s IPX protocol over the local network or intranet. Data
relative to access control can reside in the NDS directory,
and can be organized according to a plurality of criteria such
as user name, level of access, site categories, time of day
restrictions, etc.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other objects and advantages of the
invention will become more clear with reference to the
following detailed description as illustrated by the drawings,
in which:

FIG. 1 is a network-architecture level block diagram of a
network including a proxy cache server in which access by
users to the proxy cache server is regulated;

FIG. 2 is a communication-protocol level block diagram
of the network of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a more detailed block diagram of the proxy
cache server of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 4 is a more detailed block diagram of the connection
control block for the proxy cache server of FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENT

FIG. 1 illustrates an architecture-level block diagram of a
network having a proxy cache server according to this
invention. The network 20 includes a plurality of gateway
clients shown generally by the exemplary gateway client
block 22. Each gateway client can comprise a stand-alone
microcomputer having a Central Processing Unit (CPU) 24
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a memory 26 and a network adapter 28 for communication,
all linked by a bus 30. Each gateway client is linked with its
own user interface 32 that allows data to be viewed and
instructions to be transmitted. The user interface typically
includes a keyboard, monitor and a screen-cursor
manipulator, such as a mouse. The gateway client is linked
to a local network or intranet 34. In this embodiment, it is
contemplated that communication with the intranet is
accomplished by transmitting and receiving data packets
having header addresses provided in the IPX protocol avail-
able from Novell, Inc. of Provo, Utah. IP protocol can also
be utilized. The intranet 34 is also linked with a Novell
Directory Services (NDS) server 36, also commercially
available from Novell, Inc. This server includes its own CPU
38, memory 40 and network adapter 42 linked by a bus 44.
An associated data storage device such as a disk 46 is also
linked to the server 36.

The NDS server 36 and storage device 46 store and
distribute data related to client user names. Using propri-
etary data calls, described further below, the clients each poll
the NDS server for their unique NDS username. The NDS
name is used for further communication by the client once
it is received over the intranet 34.

A proxy cache server 50 is also linked to the intranet 34.
The proxy cache server also contains a CPU 52, memory 54
and network adapter 56 linked to a common bus 58. The
proxy cache server includes a communications link 60 to the
well known Internet communication network 62. The Inter-
net consists of a large number of independent nodes and
routers that enable the transfer of TCP/IP formatted data
packets to and from a large number of remote sites. One such
remote site consisting of a web server 64 is illustrated. The
web server 64 includes its own associated data storage
device such as a disk 66.

The proxy cache server 50 acts as a “firewall” between the
external Internet 62 and the intranet 34. Requests for web
site information are first routed from clients through the
intranet 34 to the proxy server 50. If the client is authorized
to request information from a particular web site, then the
information is retrieved from the memory 54 (if it is already
been cached in the memory) or it is, at that time, received
from the web site for transfer to the client. New information
is contemporaneously cached in the proxy cache server
memory 54. The procedure by which access is accepted or
denied by the proxy cache server is further described below.

FIG. 2 illustrates a communication protocol stack orga-
nization for the network. The gateway client stack 100
includes a resident web browser application 102, such as the
commercially available Netcape Navigator™ product that
enables manipulation of web site information and a gateway
client application and the dynamic-link library (DLL) of the
well-known Windows® operating system application pro-
gramming interface API), Windows Socket (WinSock)
available from Microsoft Corp. of Redmond, Wash. 104 that
enables communication through the intranet 34. The NDS
stack 110 includes a resident NDS server application 112
that is commercially available from Novell, Inc.

The proxy cache server stack 120 includes a gateway
proxy cache server application 122 and an access control
agent application 124. The stacks 100, 110 and 120 each
include respective TCP communication layers 130, 132 and
134 respectively. Likewise, each of the stacks 100, 110 and
120 include an IP and/or IPX communication layer 140, 142
and 144 respectively. Communication through the intranet
occurs using IP or IPX addresses and TCP verification data
packets that confirm to the sender receipt is of IP or IPX
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4

formatted data. packets to the recipient. The web site stack
150 generally include a web application 152. The web
application can be responsible for formatting a web page and
for communication. An associated TCP communication
layer 154 and IP communication 156 are used to deliver
information over an Internet link 160.

Reference is further made to the communication steps 200
detailed in FIG. 2. A TCP/IP connection is established
between the browser client app (A) and the gateway proxy
cache server (B) through the intranet 34 as shown in step
202. Establishment of a TCP/IP connection entails the prior
configuration of various IP addresses, usually represented in
a dotted decimal notation or dotted hexadecimal notation in
each of the computers, routers, management stations and
workstations currently resident on the network. Certain IP
network numbers are reserved for use by particular aspect of
TCP/IP communication. The address is provided as a header
to a data packet sent between a sender and a recipient.
Router functions within the intranet strip the header and
delivered associated data within the packet (e.g., instructions
and information) to the designated addressee/recipient.
Additional sub-network addresses can be appended to the IP
address to provide specific routing to a stand-alone machine
or particular components of that machine. The recipient
provides a TCP header for additional reliability. TCP
headers, in combination with application layer data are
usually termed a segment. The segment can include a variety
of data that are returned to the sender to ensure that the
original IP message was properly received.

The gateway client application issues a call to the NDS
server (C) as shown in step 206.

The call from the gateway client application includes the
NDS recognized command “WhoAml.” This command
instructs the NDS server to retrieve an NDS format user
name for the particular client user from storage 46 and to
provide user name back to the gateway client application
which passes it to WinSock.

The user of the client requests access to a particular
Internetweb site address by issuing a Hypertext Transfer
Protocol (HTTP) prefix through the gateway client browser
application in step 204. The request is provided in a format
recognizable as an Internet web site address, for example,
“HTTP:\\www. Novell. com .”

The user name received from the NDS directory is
appended to the HTTP request by the well-known Winsock
Application Program Interface (API) to generate a modified
request. The modified NDS request carries a header format
“nwuser:<NDS username>\r\n\<original HTTP request>,”
where “NDS username” is a character string organized
according to the NDS directory hierarchy. In general, the
NDS username is a preprogrammed name generally pro-
vided based upon the particular context of the user. In other
words, names are provided as part of an organizational tree.
For example the name can consist of particular client,
department and division within a company.

In the NDS format described above, “r” indicates a
carriage return and “n” indicates a line feed, providing
separation between the NDS “username” and the original
HTTP request.

The modified HTTP request is transmitted by Winsock
from the gateway client (A) to the proxy cache server (B) in
step 208.

Upon receipt of the modified HTTP request by the proxy
cache server, the gateway application 122 resident on the
proxy cache server inspects the message for the NDS
username header. If the NDS username string is absent, then
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access is immediately denied. This is a first level of firewall
protection, since users must all be recognized by the NDS
directory to be recognized by the proxy cache server.

If the NDS username string is present, then the gateway
application 122 passes the HT'TP request to the proxy cache
server’s access control agent application 124. With further
reference to FIGS. 3 and 4, the memory block 54 includes
a connection control block 210, access control list 212 and
the various web page data currently stored in the proxy
cache server. The stripped NDS username is stored in the
connection control block 210. A plurality of names 216 and
218 can be present in the connection control block 210 at
any time, depending upon the number of users requesting
information. The NDS directory node (C) stores information
related to access by various NDS users. The access control
agent 124 invokes Application Program Interface (API) data
calls the NDS as shown in step 220 (FIG. 2).

The NDS stores access information in a variety of ways.
Access control information is originally provided by the
system administrator based upon applicable institutional
access policies and is stored in the NDS. Typically, access
information is passed to the proxy cache server’s access
control list 212 (FIG. 3) form the NDS as needed. A
one-time read of the NDS access control list at predeter-
mined times (e.g. daily) can occur according to one embodi-
ment of this invention. The access control information is,
thus, provided to appropriate memory locations in the proxy
cache server for use by the access control agent. Within the
proxy cache server’s memory reside several access control
look-up tables that are organized based upon such param-
eters as username, name of the destination’s web site, IP
address of the web site, time of day, particular characteristics
in the web site’s URL name and whether or not the particular
user has web access.

Based upon a comparison of the username and the HTTP
request data to the access control list, the access control
agent 124 decides whether access is to be permitted or
denied. If access is denied, then the client is notified of the
denial by message block returned through the intranet 34. If,
however, access is allowed, then the proxy cache server
examines its web page data block 214 in memory 54 to
determine whether the requested information is currently
cached. The information is indexed according to HTTP
format addresses. Hence the memory recognizes valid HTTP
requests and retrieves requested information based upon this
format. If the requested information is not currently cached,
then a TCP connection is established over the Internet link
160 in step 222 with the web site (D). The HTTP request is
routed through the Internet link 160 from the proxy cache
server (B) to the web site (D) in an IP format. The NDS
format header is stripped from the request prior to transmis-
sion.

Information stored at the web site (D) is retrieved upon
receipt of an HTTP request from the proxy cache server (B)
in step 224. Information retrieved from a web site is cached
in the web page data block 214 for future access by other
clients.

Of course, if the requested information is already con-
tained within the web page data block 214 of the proxy
cache server, then no call to the remote web site is made.
Rather, upon authorization by the access control agent, the
stored web page information is routed over the intranet 34
the requesting client to the requesting client.

In general, the proxy cache server automatically stores
web page data whenever a valid request for such data is
made and such data is received from a remote site. All

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

further request for data that are authorized are handled by
data stored within the proxy cache server web page data
block 214, minimizing unnecessary calls over the Internet
link 160. Web page information is often provided with
expiration dates. The proxy cache server polls for expired
web page data and, otherwise, deletes data based upon a
variety of predetermined parameters. For example, if a
predetermined time period elapses after data is initially
requested, the data maybe deleted. This helps to ensure that
the most current web page data is stored within the block
214 and that the block 214 is not cluttered with infrequently-
accessed data.

The foregoing has been a detailed description of a pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention. Various modifications
and additions can be made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention. For example, while an NDS
server is utilized, it is contemplated that a variety of systems
and organizational structures can be substituted. Appropriate
access control can be established based upon those identi-
fiers. In particular, access control can be administered
directly based upon IP and/or IPX addresses of clients rather
than NDS username in an alternate embodiment.
Accordingly, this description is meant to be taken only by
way of example, and not to otherwise limit the scope of the
invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for controlling access by clients to informa-
tion stored in a proxy cache server linked with a remote site
comprising the steps of:

establishing at the client a request for transfer of infor-

mation from the remote site to the client, wherein the
transfer request is in a format recognized by the remote
site;

intercepting the request at a gateway and generating a

modified request data structure from the transfer
request including appending a header to the transfer
request, the header having a predetermined user name
associated with the client, the step of intercepting
further including accessing a directory service server
and transmitting to the proxy cache server the modified
transfer request, the header being obtained by accessing
the directory service server and being formatted
according to a directory service user name hierarchy
that is arranged to comprise a character string including
a plurality of identifiers that define a context of the
client within a client organizational structure having a
plurality of levels of clients;

reading the modified request at the proxy cache server and

determining whether access to the requested informa-
tion is permitted or denied based upon predetermined
access parameters; and

retrieving permitted information from a memory location

in the proxy cache server and transmitting the infor-
mation to the client.

2. The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the step of
retrieving includes establishing a communication link with
the remote site, retrieving information from the remote site
and storing the information in the memory location of the
proxy cache server.

3. The method as set forth in claim 1 further comprising
retrieving, at predetermined times, access control informa-
tion from the directory service server, the access control
information including access parameters associated with
predetermined remote sites and allowed access to predeter-
mined remote sites based upon the context of the client.

4. The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the step of
accessing the network directory service server further com-
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prises providing the directory service server with an initial
request for identity of the client, and retrieving therefrom the
user name.

5. The method as set forth in claim 4 wherein the step of
appending includes inserting a separating character set
between the header and the transfer request.

6. The method as set forth in claim 5 wherein the step of
inserting further includes providing a carriage return char-
acter and a line feed character in the separating character set.

7. The method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the step of
establishing a request includes establishing a transfer request
that defines a hypertext transfer protocol request.

8. A system for controlling access by clients to informa-
tion stored in a proxy cache server linked with a remote site
comprising:

a proxy cache server that caches predetermined informa-

tion received from remote sites in a cache memory;

a gateway client for routing an application transfer request
for information from the remote site, the transfer
request being in a format recognized by the remote site,
the gateway including a means for intercepting the
transfer request, prior to routing, and a means for
generating a modified transfer request by appending a
predetermined user name header associated with the
gateway client to the transfer request, the means for
intercepting further including means for accessing a
directory service server and for transmitting to the
proxy cache server the modified transfer request, the
header of the modified transfer request residing in the
directory service server and being formatted according
to a directory service user name hierarchy that is
arranged to comprise a character string including a
plurality of identifiers that define a context of the client
within a client organizational structure having a plu-
rality of levels of clients;

means, in the proxy cache server, for determining whether
access to the requested information is permitted or
denied based upon predetermined access parameters
associated with the remote site and the context of the
client; and
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means, in the proxy cache server, for transmitting infor-
mation from the cache memory to the gateway client
based upon the means for determining.

9. The system as set forth in claim 8 wherein the proxy
cache server further comprises means for retrieving and for
caching the requested information from the remote site when
the requested information is absent from the cache memory.

10. The system as set forth in claim 9 further comprising
a remote directory node that stores a predetermined user
name associated with the gateway client, and wherein the
means for generating the modified request includes a means
for retrieving the predetermined user name from the direc-
tory node.

11. The system as set forth in claim 8 wherein the remote
site comprises a web server linked with the Internet.

12. The system as set forth in claim 8 wherein the
predetermined access parameters are located at the directory
node and the means for determining includes means for
accessing the directory node at predetermined times.

13. The system as set forth in claim 8 further comprising
means for retrieving, at predetermined times, access control
information from the directory service server, the access
control information including access parameters associated
with predetermined remote sites and allowed access to
predetermined remote sites based upon the context of the
client.

14. The system as set forth in claim 8 wherein the means
for accessing the network directory service server further
comprises means for providing the directory service server
with an initial request for identity of the client, and retriev-
ing therefrom the user name.

15. The system as set forth in claim 14 wherein the
modified transfer request includes a separating character set
between the header and the transfer request.

16. The system as set forth in claim 15 wherein the
separating character set includes a carriage return character
and a line feed character.

17. The system as set forth in claim 8 wherein the transfer
request defmes a hypertext transfer protocol request.





