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plausi-bilisty \,plo-za-"bi-la-18\ o, pl -ties (1649) 1 : the guality or
state of being plausible 2 : something plausibl
plansi-ble Vplo-zo-bal\ adf [L plausibilis worlhy of applause, fr.
il . of plandere) (1565) 1 : superficially Fair, reasonable, or
vilunble but often specious ¢a ~ pretexty 2 : superficially pleasing or
persuasive <t swindler . . ., then a quack, then a smooth, ~ gentleman
—R. W, Emersony 3: nppmrinf worthy of beliel {the argument was
both powerful and ~» — plaw.sisble-ness n — plawsi-bly \-bl&\ ady
plawsive \'pla-ziv, -siv\ adf L plausus, pp.] (1600) 1 : manifesting
praise or npproval 2 obs : PLEASING 3 archaic : SPECIOUS
tplay \'pla\ #n [ME, fr. OE plega; akin to OF plegan to play, MD pleyen]
(hel. 12¢) 1 n : SWORDPLAY b archaic : GAME, SPORT € : the con-
duct, course, or action of a game d : a particular act or maneuver ina
game: as (1) 2 the action during an attempt to advance the ball in foot-
ball (2) : the action in which a player is put out in baseball e : the ne-
tion in which cards are played after bidding in a card game f:the
moving of a piece in a board game (as chess) g one's turn in a game
£it's your ~3 2 nobs : SEXUAL INTERCOURSE b : amorous flirtation
. DALLIANCE 3 a : recreational activily; esp : the spontancous activity
of children b : absence of sericus or harmful intent : JEST said it in
~3 ¢ the act or an instance of playing on words or speech sounds d
: GAMING, GAMBLING 4 n (1) : an act, way, or manner of proceeding
. MANEUVER ¢that was a ~ to get your fingerprints —Erle Stanley
Gardnery (2) : DEAL, VENTURE b (1) : OPERATION, ACTIVITY {other
motives surely come into ~ —M. R. Cohen) (2): brisk, fitful, or light
movement <the gem presented a dazeling ~ of colorsy (3) : free or
unimpeded motion {as of a part of a machine); alye : the length or mea-
sure of such motion  (4) : scope or opportunity for action 51 empha-~
sts or publicity esp. in the news media ¢wished the country received a
belter ~ in the American press —Hugh MacLennany 6 : a move or
series of moves calculated to arouse friendly feelings — usu. used with
ke {made a big ~ for the girl —Will Herman} 7wt the stage rep-
resentation of an action or story b : a dramatic composition 1 DRAMA
syn see Fup — in play : in condition or position to be legitimately
played — out of play : not in play
Iplay vi (bef. 12¢) 1a: o engage in sport or recrention : FROLIC b to
have sexunl relations; esp : to have promiscuous or illicit sexual rela-
tions — usu, used in the phrase play around ¢ (1) 2 to move abmlessly
about ¢ TRIFLE (2) : to toy or fiddle around with something Gird
with her foody  (3) : to deal or behave frivolously ar mockingly : JEST
(4) : to deal in a light, speculative, or sportive manner (5) : 1o make
use of double menning or of the similarity of sound of two words for
stylistic or humorous effect 2 a : to take advantage {~ing on lears)
b (1) : FLUTTER, FRISK (2) : to move or operate in a lively, irregular,
or intermittent manner ¢ : to move or function freely within pre-
scribed limits  d : to produce a stream {hoses ~ing on a fire} 3a(l)
: to perform music {~ on a violin} (2):to sound in performance {the
organ is ~ingy (3) : to emit sounds {the radio is ~ingy (4): to re-
produce recorded sounds (a record is ~ingy b (1) : to act in a dra-
matic production (2) : SHOW, RUN {what's ~ing al the theater) c
: 1o be suitable for dramatic performance  d : to act with specinl con-
sideration so as to gain faver, approval, or sympathy <might ~ to pop-
ular prejudices to serve his polilrusll ends —V. L. Parrington) — often
used in the phrase play up to - 4 a2 to engage or take part in a game b
: to perform in a position in a specified manner <the outfielders were
~ing deepy € : to perform an action during one’s turn inngame d
s GAMBLE e (1) : to behave or conduct oneself in a specified way {~
safey (2) : to feign a specified state or quality ¢~ deady (3): to take
part in or assent to some aclivity : COOPERATE ¢~ along with his
schemed  (4) 1 to act so as to prove advantageous to another — usu.
used in the phrase play into the hands of 5 : to gain approval @ GO
ovER <her idea did not ~ wellp ~ v 1a (1) § lo cngage in or cccupy
onesell with ¢~ basebally (2) : to in (an activity) as a game
(3) : to deal with, handle, or manage  (4) : EXPLOIT, MANIPULATE b
: o pretend to engage in the activities of ¢~ war) (children ~ing
house? ¢ (1) 1 to amount to by one's efforts L~ am important role in
their successy (2) : to perform or execute for amusement or o de-
ceive or mock ¢~ a tricky  (3) : WREAK {~ havoc) 2a(l):toput
on a performance of (2 play) (2) : to act in the character or part of
(3) : to act or perform in {~ed leading theatersy b : to perform or act
the part of {~ the foal) 3 a (1) : to contend against in or as if in a
game  (2) 1 1o use as a conlestant in a game <the coach did not ~ himp
(3) : to perform the duties associated with (a certain position) {~ed
quarterback)y (4) 1 to guard or move into position 1o defend against
(an opponent) in a specificd manner b (1) @ to wager in a pame
: STAKE (2) 1 to make wagers on {~ the races) (3) : to speculate on
or in {~ the stock markety (4): to operate on the basis of {~ a
hunch® ¢ 3 to pul into action in a game; esp : 1o remove (a playing
card) from one's hand and place usu, [aceup on a table in one's turn ei-
ther as part of a scoring combination or as one’s conlribution to a trick
d : to catch or pick uf (a batted ball) : FIELD {~ed the ball bares
handed} e to direct the course of (as a ball) ¢ HiT {~ed 0 wedge shot
to the greend; alse 1 1o cause (a ball or puck) to rebound {~ed the ball
off the backbonrd? 4 a : to perform (music) on an instrument {~a
waltzy b to perlorm music on {~ the violiny ¢ i to perform music
of (a certain composer)  d (1) : to cause (as a radio or phonograph) to
emit sounds  (2) : to cause the recorded sound or image of (asa record
or a magnelic tape) to be reproduced 5 o : WIELD, PLY b & to dis-
charge, lire, or set off with continuous effect {mwed the hose on the
burning building) ¢ : to eause to move or operate lightly and irregu-
lar}j( or intermittently  d : to keep (a hooked [ish) in action — play-
abild-ty \,pla-a-'bi-la-1&\ # — play-able \'pli-a-bal\ adi — play ball
: COOPERATE — play both ends against the middle : to set anﬁoslna
interests against each other to one's own ultimate profit — play by ear
: 1o deal with something without previous planning or instructions —
play games : to try to hide the truth from someone by deceptive
means — play one's cards : to act with the means available to one —
play possum : to pretend to be asleep or dead — play second fiddle
: to take a subordinate position — play the field : to date or have ro-
mantic connections with more than one person — play the game : to
act according to a code or set of standards — play with fire : to do
something risky or dangerous — play with oneself : MASTURBATE

plausibility e plea

plasya V'pli-a\ &1 [Sp, lit,, beach, {r. LL plagic — more 4 5
: the fat-floored bottom of an undrained desert basin lha]"‘“ﬂ;(-
times a shallow lake g,
play-act \'pla-akty vb [back-formation fr. playacting] v
OUT ln~ v 1a:to take partin theatrical performancey (onyy
fessional b ¢ 1o make believe 2 : to engage in lhealric‘-n“[."a&
behavior — play-act-ing n O g
play—-action pass # (1964) : a pass play in football in which (.
back fakes a handoff before passing the ball — called a5, e
play.back \'pli-bak\ #1 (1929) : an act or instance of re e
corded sound or pictures often immediately after |'ucwﬁ:“duﬂi
play back v (1949) : to perform a playback of (a usu, mﬂcnﬁ
disc or tape) ¥ Tegy
play-bill \'pla-bil\ n (1616) : a bill advertising a play and yy
ing the cast U Ay,
Playhill rademark — wsed for & theater program
play:book \bik\ » (1535) 1: one or more plays in book for ‘
notebook containin%ﬂagmmmcd football plays RURE
play-boy \+boi\ n (1907) : & man who lives a life devoted chiagiy (I
ursuit of pleasure My i
play~by-play \'pli-bi-pld, pli-bi-" adf (1931) 1: being ¢ :
running commentary on a sparls event 2 : relating each evm 2l
curs — play—bg—plny n ont g
lay down v (1930) : to attach little importance (o : MiNinizg
layed out adf (ca, 1859) 1: worn out or used up 22 tjred
lay.er \'pla-ar\ # (14¢) : one that plays: 8s 0 : a persop w}l:l
game b MUSICIAN ©:ACTOR d:a device that reprodugces
material (as video images or music) from a usu. specified m
: one actively involved esp, in a compeltitive ficld or process F.‘g |
PANT 7
player piano # (1907) : a plano containing & mechanism by
plays automatically
Iny-fel-low \'pli-,fe-()I8\ i (1513) : PLAYMATE
Iay-field \-féld\ n (1883) : a playground for outdoor athletics.
lay-ful \'pla-fal\ ad/ (13¢) 13 full of play : FROLICSOME, spopm
~ kitteny 2 : HUMOROUS, JOCULAR — play-fully \-fa|a
lay-Tulness » I s
play-girl \-;gar(-a)\ n (1938) : a woman who lives a lile devoreg ¢
to the pursuit of pleasure s
play-go.er \-.Eé(-a)r\ n (1822) : a person who frequently attends
play.ground \-graind\ n (1794) 1 : a picce of land used for gy
equipped with facilities for reareation esp. by children 2,
known or suited for activity of a specificd sort {a vacation ~3 "
uluf-hnnse \-hats\ o (bel. 12¢) 1@ THEATER 2 ¢ a small figyg
children to play in i
playing car\l 1(1543) : one of a set of 24 to 78 thin rectangular
paperboard or plastic marked on one side to show iis rank and gy {ag
used in playing any ol numerous games
playh? leld n (ca. 1584) 1 : a field for various games; esp 1 the;
a field officially marked off for play 2 & a set of conditions for
}jlt*(:‘" (as in business) — usu. used in such phrases as @ lovel
(¢ =
play-land \'pli-land\ # (1918) : PLAYGROUND
playdet \-1at\ n (1884) : a short play
play-list \- list\ # (1972) : a list of recordings to be played on the alnb
radio station
play-makeer \-;ma-kar\ # (ca. 1942) : a player who leads the offense
a team (as in basketball or hockey) — play-mak-ing \ekin\ o or ol
play-mate \-;mit\ # (1642) : a companion in play
play=off V'pli-0f\ n (1895) 1: afinal contest or series of conlesty
termine the wi between co or teams that have tied
series of contests played after the end of the regular season !
mine a championship }
play off v7 (1807) 1a : to set in opposition for one's own gain bl
in contrast 2 : to complete the playing of (an interrupted co
: 1o break (a tie) by a play-off
play out v (1596) 1a: 1o perform to the end {play out a mlc% h
UP, FINISH 2 i UNREEL, UNFOLD <{played owt a lengt
—Gordon Webbery ~ i : to become spent or exhaust ]
play-pen \'pli-pen’ n (1931) : a portable usu. collapsible enc]
which n baby or young child may play
play-room \-,riim, -rtim\ i1 (1819) : RUMPUS ROOM '
play-suit \~sit\ # (1908) : a sports and play outfit for wome
dren that conststs usu. of n blouse and shorts
play therapy n (1939) : psychotherapy in which a child is encourig
revenl feelings and conflicts in play rather than by verbalization
play-thing \'pla-thip\ # (1675) : TOY
play-time \-tim\ # (1661) = a time for play or diversion -
play up v (1909) : EMPHASIZE: al50 § EXAGGERATE, OVEREMPHA
play-wear \'pli-pwar, -pwer) # (1964) = informal clothing wort o
sure activities :
playswright \'pli-rit\ n ['play + obs, wright maker — more at ¥
(1687) : a person who wriles piays el
plllay-writ-ing also playswrighting \-ri-tip\ # (1809) = the WIA
alays ;
plasza \'pla-za, 'plit-\ n [Sp, (1. L platea broad street — more 8t
(1683) 1a:a public squarc in a city or town b : un open ?‘_‘“
cated near urban buildings and often featuring walkways, Ho
shrubs, places to sit, and sometimes. shops 2 1 a place on # l",’
fare (as a turnpike) at which all traffic must temporarily stop ':[
tolls) 3 : an area adjacent to an expressway which has servicé
(s a restaurant, service station, and rest reoms) 4 ¢ SHOPPIN
TER B
plea \'pI\ # [ME plaid, plai, {r. OF plait, plaid, fr. ML placitly
decision, decree, (r. neut. of placitus, pp. of placére 10 r‘lc""c'ﬂu

=

L-3-5 -1

ed — more at PLEASE] (13¢)  1: a legal suit or action 2t mof
made by  party in support of a cause: as @ : an al cﬂﬂ;‘;n““m

compare DEMURRER b (1) : & defendant's answer toa pla i+
ration in common-law practice  (2) : an accused persan giliY 10
charge or indictment in criminal practice e:a plea of 8‘.‘"ﬂ N
dictment 3 : something offered by way of excuse or justt 1
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