























volatile memory

volatile memory n. 1. Memory, such as RAM, that loses
its data when the power is shut off. Compare nonvolatile
memory. 2. Memory used by a program that can change
independently of the program, such as memory shared by
another program or by an interrupt service routine.

volt n. The unit used to measure potential difference or
electromotive force. One volt is defined as the potential
across which 1 coulomb of charge will do 1 joule of work,
or the potential generated by 1 ampere of current flowing
through 1 ohm of resistance. See also electromotive force,

voltage n. See electromotive force.

voltage regulator n. A circuit or circuit component that
maintains a constant output voltage despite variations in
input voltage.

volts alternating current n. The measure of the peak-to-
peak voltage swing of an electrical signal. Acronym: VAC.
volume n. 1. A disk or tape that stores computer data.
Sometimes, large hard disks are divided into several vol-
umes, each of which is treated as a separate disk. 2. The
loudness of an audio signal.

volume label n. A name for a disk or tape. MS-DOS sys-
tems, which seldom use disk names except in directory
listings, use the term volume label. Apple Macintosh sys-
tems, which often refer to disks by name, use the term vol-
lme name.

volume name n. See volume label.
volume reference number 5. See volume serial number.

volume serial number 5. The optional identifying vol-
ume number of a disk or tape. MS-DOS systems use the
term volume serial number. Apple Macintosh systems use
the term volume reference number. A volume serial num-
ber is not the same as a volume label or volume name.
Compare volume label.

VON 5. Acronym for voice on the net. A broad category of
hardware and software technology for real-time voice and
video transmission over the Internet. The term was coined
by Jeff Pulver, who formed a group called the VON Coali-
tion, which opposes regulation of VON technology and
promotes VON to the public.

von Neumann architecture »n. The most common struc-
ture for computer systems, attributed to the mathematician
John von Neumann. It uses the concept of a program that
can be permanently stored in a computer and manipulated
or made self-modifying through machine-based instruc-
tions. Sequential processing is characteristic of von Neu-
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mann architecture. Parallel architectures have evolved to
improve on the encumbrances of sequential instructions.
See also parallel computer.

von Neumann bottleneck n. Competition between data
and instructions for CPU time. Mathematician John von
Neumann was the first to show that a computer based on
architecture linking a single processor with memory will
actually spend more time retrieving data from memory
than processing it. The bottleneck arises when the proces-
sor has to trade off between executing a large number of
instructions per second and reading in a large amount of
data in the same time. See also CPU.

VPD n. Acronym for virtual printer device driver. See vir-
tual device driver.

VPN n. See virtual private network.
VR n. See virtual reality.
VRAM n. See video RAM.

VRC n. Acronym for vertical redundancy check. A
method for checking the accuracy of transmitted data.
VRC generates an extra bit (parity bit) for each character
transmitted. The parity bit indicates whether the character
contains an odd or an even number of 1 bits. If its value
does not match the type of the character, that character is
assumed to be incorrectly transmitted. See also parity.
Compare LRC.

VRML n. Acronym for Virtual Reality Modeling Lan-
guage. A scene description language for creating 3-D inter-
active Web graphics similar to those found in some video
games, allowing the user to “move around” within a graphic
image and interact with objects. VRML, a subset of Silicon
Graphics’ Inventor File Format (ASCII), was created by
Mark Pesce and Tony Parisi in 1994. VRML files can be
created in a text editor, although CAD packages, modeling
and animation packages, and VRML authoring software are
the tools preferred by most VRML authors. VRML files
reside on an HTTP server; links to these files can be embed-
ded in HTML documents, or users can access the VRML
files directly. To view VRML Web pages, users need a
VRML-enabled browser or a VRML plug-in for Internet
Explorer or Netscape Navigator. See also 3-D graphic,
HTML document, HTTP server (definition 1).

v-root n. See virtual root.

V series n. The series of ITU-T (formerly CCITT) rec-
ommendations relating to modems and modem communi-
cations over the public phone system, including signaling,
coding, and circuit characteristics. See the table.
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