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866 

millilitre 

minaret 

millinery 

millipede 

mil• II• Ii •tre (mU';,.le'tor) !'· Ch,c/ly British. VM. of mllllliter. 
mil•lime (mil 1Trn, -cm) 11. Sec table at currency. [Fr. 111/1/ieme. 

thousandth < OFr. milisme < uu. m(//lsimtts, thousandth < 
mi/le, thousand. See gheslo-•.J 

mll•ll•me•ter (mil'a-m,!'tJr) 11, A unir of length equal to one 
thousandth (I O - 3) of a meter, or 0.0394 inch. See table at 
measurement. 

mil•ll•me•tre (mil'a-me'tar) n. Chiefly British. Var. of mll­
llmeter. 

mil•ll•ml•cron (mil'a·mi'kron) n. A unit of length equal to 
one thousandth (IO - -') o f a micrometer or one billionth 
( I 0 - 9 ) of • m<1cr, 

mll• llne (mTl 'lin' ) 11. 1. A unn of advcnlsingcopy equal to one 
agarc linr one column wide pnntcd on onr million cop1c of n 
pubhouion, 2. The cost of a unir of ad,·trrising cop}', 

mll•ll•ner lmll'>nor) 11. One rhat make, mnu, designs. or 
sells hatS, Prob . .iherarion of ME f.1//mtr, nad,•r of Milan < 
MJt.AN, the source of goods uch a bonnccs and lace.I 

mll•ll•ner•y (111tl ' .>-nfr1E) 11. , pl, -les. 1. Arricle5, rsp. wom• 
en's hn . sold hr a milliner. 2. 11,e profession or buslnr s of 
a mill iner. 

mlll•lng (mllllng) 11. 1. The net or pro css of grinding, esp. 
grinding grain into ilour or mcnl. 2. The o~rntion of cumng, 
shar.rng, fini hing, or working products manufoaorcd ,n 3 
mil . 3. The ridges cur on 1he edges of coins. 

Mill•lng•ton (mntrng-ranJ. A my of \VI TN f ~-lcmphis. 
Pop. '17,866. 

mll-llon (mll I yan) 11., pl. mllllon or -trons. 1. The cardinal 
number equal ro 10~. 2. A million moncrory unics, uch •~ 
dollnrs. 3. An inddinitcl)' large number. Ofren u1ed In th<' 
plural. 4. Th• common people; the masses. Oft•n used in rh<" 
plural. [ME < OFr. 111,liou, prob. < Ohal. milio11t, aug. of 
mill~, rholl-"lnd < Liu. mflld. ee ghesto-• .J - mlllllon adf, 

mll • llon • alre (mtl I ya-niir ' ) 11. A person who$C wealth 
amount tO ~t lcn t a m111lon dolbrs, pound5, or th( cqu1va• 
lent in orher currency. [Fr. m;J/iomraire < million, million < 
OFr. 1111/iou. Sec MILLION. ] 

mn•llonth (mll l yanrh) n. 1. The ordinal number marching the 
number million ,n a series, 2. One of a million equal parts. 
- mil' llonth adv. (.r 11df. 

mll•ll•pede or mll•le•pede \mll'~•pcd'J 11. Any of ,·arious 
crawling m)'rinpod of the c ass Diplopoda, ba,,ing • cylin­
drical scgmdnted body with two l?'"s of legs anached ro all 
segmcms cxCcepr or 1hc first four 1n the thoracic region. ('lar. 
milipeda, , kind of inicct : mmc. thousand; ~• ghesto-• + 
piis, ped-, foot; see ped-•.] 

mil•li•sec•ond (mil'i-sek l ond) 11. One thousandth (10-3) of a 
second. 

mil•li•volt (mrl'a•volt') 11. A unit oi potential difference equal 
ro one thousandth (lQ-3) of a volr. 

mil•li•watt (mi!l, .wot') n. A unit of power equal to one 
thousandth (l0 - 31 of a watt. 

mill•pond (mil ' pond') 11. A pond formed by• mi'lldam. 
mlll• race (mll ' d ' ) 11 . 1. The fa t•moving s1reom or water that 

drives , mill 111hod. 2. The channel fo r rho wat~r that drives 
a mill wheel. 

mlll•run (mil'riin ') 11 . 1. See millrace. 2. The output of a 
sawmill, 3.a . A test of rhe mineral quality or content of an ore 
by milling. b. The mineral r idded b • thi lest. 

mitt-run (mll ' riin' ) ad;. Being in the smir in which• product 
IC11>rs a mill; un.sortrd and uniMprcrrd: mi/1-11111 [abn,. 

mlll •stone (millst6n') 11. 1. One of" pmr o( cylindncnl 51ones 
used ,n a mill for gnnding grnin. 2. A heavy weight; a burden. 

mlll•stream (mtll sucm') 11. The rapid meam of ,vntcr Oow• 
ing in a millrace. 

Mlll•ville (mil' vil' ). A cit)' of S NJ W of Atlantic City; serried 
in the 18th cent. Pop. 25,992. 

mill wheel 11. A wheel, typically dri,·en by warer, rhat powers 
a mill. 

mill•work (mil ' wiirk 1) n. Woodwork, such as doors, window 
casings, and baseboards, ready-made by a lumber null. 

mllt•wrlght (miJ/rir') 11. On• thM designs, builds, or rcpGi rs 
mills or mill machinery. 

Milne (miln), A(lan) A(lexander). 1882-1956. British writer 
best known for Wi1111ie-tbe-Poo/, (1926). 

mi•lo (mil l6) "·• pl. -tos. An early-growing. usu. drought· 
resistant grain sorghum thar resembles millet. [Po . < Afr. 
mealie, corn, prob. < Porr. mi/ho < Lat. 11111111111, miller. See 
MILLET.] 

ml•lord (mT-l6rd 1 ) 11. 1. An English nobleman or gentleman. 
2. Used as a form of address for such a man. [Fr. < E. my 
lord.] 

Mi•los also Me•los (me lf6s) or Mi·lo (me 'lo, mi'·), An island 
of SE Greece in the Cyclades Is. of the Aegean Sea. The Venus 
de Milo was found here in 1820. 

Mi•losz (me ' losh', -wash'), Czeslaw. b. 1911. Polish-born 
writer who won rhe 1980 Nobel Prize for literature. 

Mit•pl•tas (mil-pe' r,s). A city of W CAN of San Jose. Pop. 
so 686. 

mttque•toast (milk 1 tlist' I 11. One , ho has a rneck timid na­
rurc. (After Caspnr Milq11a1oa<1, comic-srrip character by H.T. 
Webster (1885-1952).J - mllqueitoast'y ad,. 

mitt (mUt) 11. 1.a. Fish peon, including the seminal 
0 b, The reproductive gfands of male fishes when flllod With ut~­

Ouid. 2. The spleen of ccmiin ,·ertebnite animals, ~Ucht"1t 
cows o r pigs. - tr.11, mllt•ed, mllt•lng. milts. To re .. a, 
(Ash roe) with mih, IME, roe, plecn, pat1ly < MDu rid11.t 
and partly < OE 1111/te, $plr.cn; sec mel- 1• .] • •~• It 

mllt•er (mtl '1~r) 11, A mlle Ii h that is rradi• co brC<(f_ 
Mll•tl•a•des (mil-ri1 .>-dn'J. 540?-489? o.c. Athenian n 

who defeated 1hc Persians at Marathon (490 ~.c.). St Ct;oj 
Mll•ton (mnl ran}, 1. A town of SE Onrorio WSW of Toro 

Pop. 28 067. 2. A town of E MA, a uburb of Boston pnro. 
lS,72S. • Op, 

Mitton, John. 1608-74. English poet and schol~r who ,~ bt.i 
known for the epic poem Paradise l.ost ( 1667), 

MIiton Keynes {kcnz). A town of S-crnrral England NE 
Oxford; designated as a new town in 1967. Pop. 126 SO() of 

Mll•wau •kee (mil-w61kt). A cit)' of SE Wt on uke Michiga' 
csrnb. •s " fm-tr.1ding post in 179S. Pop. 628,088. n; 

Mll•wau•kle (mtl-wo ' ke). A ciry of N\V/ OR, a suburb r 
Portland on 1he \V/illnmo1ce R. Pop. IS,692. <> 

Mi•mas (mi 1 mas, me 1 -) 11. A satellite of Saturn. [After Mim 
one of the Giants slain by Hercules,] a,, 

mime (mim) ,,. 1.a. A form of nncien1 Greek 2nd Roman th 
•tcr in which the fnmiliar ,v.u farciC11II)• portrayed on sra; 
b. A performance of or dialogue for Sllch 11n rntrrninmcn,' 
c. A ~•former in a mime. 2. A modem rcrfonncr who s~ 
cialius in comic n11~icr}',_ 3.a. The art o . porrraying ch•t•c­
ters and nctlttg our s1rua11ons or 3 nnrn111\'C by gem,rcs 110.j 
body mo,·ement withour rhe use of words; panromimc. b A 
performance of pantomime. c. An actor skilled Jn. pan1omi~. 
-11. mimed. mlm•lng. mimes. - tr, 1. To od,cale b,, imi­
rn1ion· mimic. 2. To act out with gestures and body mo,•e­
ment. - /111r. 1. To act •s a mimic. 2. To porrniy charna,n 
and situation.~ b gcsrurc and body mo,·cmcnr. [L;it. mim," < 
Gk. mimos.] -mimter " · 

mlm•e•o (mlm1e-c5') l>rformol. - n., pl. ·OS, A mimeograph 
- tr.v. -oed, -o• ing, -os. To mimeograph. • 

mlm•e•o•graph (mTm' c•a-grifl) 11. 1 . A duplicator tha1 
makes copies of wrinc:n, dmwn, or typed marc,;ial from • 
tencil fiucd ncound an inked drum. 2. A copy made by this 

mcrhod of duplianion. [01ig,nally rrodema.rk.J - mlmte, 
o•graph' v. 

ml•me•sls (mi-mC ' sis, mi-) n. 1. The imitation or represen­
ration of aspects of the sensible world, esp. human anions, in 
literature and art. 2. Biol. Mimicry. 3. Medic. The appeorance 
of symptoms of a disease not actually present. [Gk. mimesis 
< mimeisthai, to imitate < mimos, imitator, mime.] 

ml•met•lc (mT·mer1Tk, mi·) adj. 1. Relating to, characteristic 
of, or exhibiting mimiC'}'- 2.a. 01 or relating to an imitation; 
imitative. b. Using imittUl\"C me:ms of representation: a mi­
mc11, dance. - ml•metll•c:al•ly adv. 

mlm•lc (mimlik) tr.v. -icked, -ick•lng, -lcs. 1. To copy or im­
irate closely, esp. in speech, expression, and gcsrurc; ape. 
2. To copy oc imirare so as to ridicule; mock. Sec Syns ar 
Imitate. 3. To resemble closely; s,mulnte, 4. To rnkc on the 
appeamncc of. - 11. 1. One who ,mirntes, esp.: a , An actor in 
a mime. b. One who practices the art of mime. c. One who 
copies or mimics other$. 2. A copy or an imimrion. -ad;. 
1. Rdaring ro, acting as, resembling, or characteri tic or a 
mimic or mim1ccy. 2.a. Tending to 1mi11ue: imiri ti>·e. 
b. Make-believe; moclc. I< un. mimicus, mimic < Gk. mi• 
mikos < mimos, imitator, mime.] -mim'ick•er 11 . 

mlm•tc• ry (mlm1T-krc) 11., pl. -rles. 1.a. The an, pnictice, or 
arr of mimicking. b, An instance of mimicking. 2. B,ol. The 
r=mblance of one organism ro another or to an objcc1 in iB 
surroundings for concealment and protection from pn:datort. 

Ml•mlr (mclmir1 ) 11. Myt/J. A No~ giant who lived b the 
roois of Yggdrasil. where he guarded the well of wi dom. 
(ON. Sae (s)mer-1•,j 

ml•mo•sa (mi-m6 ' s~, ..zaJ 11. 1. Any of vo110us mOStly tropical 
herbs. hrubs. nnd trees of the genus Mimosa, lm·ing globul2r 
heads of small nowcrs and usu. bipinna1e lc:ives that are ohcn 
sensitive to 1ouch or light. 2. Sec silk tree. 3. A drink coo· 
sisting of chompagnc and orange juice. [Nlar. Mimosa, genus 
name < Lat. mi11111s, mime < Gk. 111,mos.) 

min. 11bbr. 1.a. Mincrnlogicol. b. Mineralogy. 2. Minim. 
3. Minimum. 4, Mining, S. Ministor. 6. Minor. 7. Also min. 
Minute. 

ml•na 1 (mi'n~J 11., pl. -nas or -nae (•ne). A varying unit of 
weight or money used in ancient Greece and Assa. [Lat. < Gk. 
nma < Akk~dian mom,, a unit of weight.] 

ml•na2 (mi ' n~) 11. \/or. of myna. 
mln•a•ble or mlne•a•ble (ml'n~ b~I) 11df. 111:11 can be mined. 
ml•na•clous (mT-na1shas) ad;. Of a rncnacit\g or threatening 

narucc; mimuory. [Lat. 1111,uix, muuJ,. (< mimi~ ro threuren 
< 111111ae, threats; sec men-2• ) -10~.) -ml•natctous•IY 
adv. - mi•na'clous•ness, ml•nac'l•ty (mi-niis ' l· te) "· 

Mln•a•ma•ta disease (mln'••mill~J 11. A degenerative ncu· 
rologic:lll disortlcr caused by poisoning wnh a mcrcurr com· 
pound found m seafood Crom conraminared waters. (Aftf.r 
Mi11omata, a rown of W K}'Whu, Japan,] , 

mlo•a•<,t {m<,•••••I , . A - ", mo,q,~ •= •'J 




