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authenticate

authenticate To establish the identity of
a person accessing a computer network.
See authentication, log on, password, strong
authentication.

authentication In a network, the process
by which the system attempts to ensure that
the person logging on is the same person to
whom "the account was ‘issued. The sole
means of authentication in‘some networks
is the demand for a password, even though
password-based authentication is known to
~ have several serious security ﬂaws See
CHAP, PAP

_ Authenticode A Microsoft-developed
security technology that provides a “wrap-
per” for downloaded software. Au-
thenticode “wrappers” enable the user to
determine the identify of the software’s
author and to determine whether the soft-
ware has been tampered with.

authormg In multimedia, the process of
preparing a- presentation. This involves not
only writing the text, but also preparing the
sound, graphic, and video components '

authoring language ‘A computer-
assisted instruction- (CAI) application that
provides tools for creating instructional or
presentation software. For example, a popu-
lar authoring language  for Macintosh
computers is HyperCard, provided free
with every Macintosh computer. Using
HyperCard, educators can develop instruc-
tional programs quickly and easily.

authormg tools In multimedia, applica-
~ tion programs that enable the user to blend
- audio files, video, and animation with text
and traditional graph1cs. The leadmg com-
mercial authoring tool is Macromedia
Director.

authoritative Official and superior to
other,” competing directives. In a data
restore procedure, for example, the author-
itative backup set will replace existing data.

auto-answer mode Ina modem,a user-
selectable mode that automatically answers
incoming calls. This mode is switched off
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by default in most modem’s default config-
uration since most users employ - their
modems only for originating calls.

auto-assembly In digital video, a type of
assemble edit in which the editing proceeds
automatically based on.a previously speci-
fied edit decision list (EDL). See’ assemble
edit, edit decision list (EDL). '

AutoCAD A computer-assisted design
and drafting (CAD) program, created by
AutoDesk, that is widely. used in - profes-
sional engineering and architectural
settings.

auto-dial/auto-answer modem A
modem that can generate tones to dial the
receiving computer and that can answer a
ringing telephone to establish a connection
when a call is received.

autodial modem See auto-dial/auto-

answer modem.

AUTOEXEC.BAT In MS-DOS, a batch
file containing instructions that DOS exe-
cutes when the system is started.
AUTOEXEC.BAT files commonly include
PATH statements that tell DOS where to
find application programs and the com-
mands to install a mouse’ or to operate a
printer. All this information must be pro-
vided at the start of every operating session;
AUTOEXEC.BAT does the task for the
user. See CONFIG.SYS, path, path statement.

autologon A feature of communications
programs that lets one automate the process
of logging on to an online service.

automagically Performed by means of a
process that is too complex to be explained
in the context in which this word is used or
by a process that appears quite simple to the
user but in fact is accomplished by
extremely complex, hidden procedures.

automatic backup ' An application pro-
gram ' feature that saves a document
automatically at a period the user specifies,
such as every 5 or 10 minutes. After a power
outage or system crash, the user can retrieve





