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275 kernel

K

Kk, K abbreviation for KILOBYTE (or, less commonly, kilohm or other
metric units), By convention, a capilal K stands for a factor of 1,024,
and a lowercase k stands for a factor of 1000, as in the melric system
(kilograms, kilometers, etc.). See also MEMORY; BYTE; MEGABYTE.

K6 chip microprocessor introduced by AMD in 1997 as a competitor
to the Intel Pentium.

K56flex a standard formerly used by Rockwell and other modem manu-
facturers for transmitting data on telephone lines at speeds up to 56,600
bits per second, now superseded by v.90.

kana the Japanese phonetic writing system. There are two styles, hira-
gana and katakana. Kana contrasts with kanji, the Chinese-derived
symbols for whole words. Written Japanese uses a mixture of kana and
kanji.

kanji see kKaNa.

katakana see KaNA.

kBpS kiloBytes per second. See also KILOBYTE; BAUD.
kbps kilobits per second. See BIT.

Kerberos an authentication protocol that allows users and computers to
identify each other withoul risk of impersonation and (o communicate
securely by encrypting their data. A Kerberos system uses a central
authentication server to issue fickets, which are temporary authoriza-
tions to communicate. Each ticket is valid only for a specific user and
for a limited length of time. Thus, an intercepted or stolen ticket is of
little use. Because of the encryption used, forged tickets are virtually
impossible to produce.

Kerberos was developed at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, which distributes an implementation of it free of charge
(http:/hweb.mit.edu/kerberos/wwiv/). Kerberos has many commercial
implementations. See PROTOCOL. In Greck mythology, Kerberos (in
Latin, Cerberus) is the dog that guards the gate of Hades.

Kermit a protocol for transferring files from one computer to another
by modem. Kermit is also the name of a program (distributed free by
Columbia Universily) that implements this protocol.

Kermit makes an exact copy ol the original file even when transmit-
ting over a noisy line. All data packets are error-checked, and erroneous
packets are retransmitted. See PROTOCOL.

kernel the central part of an OPERATING SYSTEM. In many operating
systems, only the kernel can access hardware directly.

This material may be protected by Copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)
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Usage note: For obscure reasons this term is often spelled kernal.
This may be nothing more than a typing error that appeared in an
imfluential manual and caught on.

TO Without kerning

TO With exaggerated kerning
b

' FIGURE 148. Kerning

i

kerning adjustment of the amount of space between certain combina-
tions of latters in proportional-pitch type. If the combination *To™ is
typeset with the same letter spacing as “Th,” the letters seem to be oo
widely spaced. “To” looks better if the top of the “T" is allowed to
overhang the “o0” slightly. See Figure 148,

key

1. a button on a computer keyboard.

2. the item by which a data file is sorted or searched. For instance, if
a file of names and addresses is sorted by zip codes, then the zip code
is the key.

3. the password or other secret information needed to decode an
encrypted message. See ENCRYPTION.

keyboard the primary computer input device for alphanumeric data.
There are many different types of keyboard layouts; for the most part the
alphabet and numbers are consistently placed, but there is considerable
variation in the placement of the auxiliary characters, editing keys,
and function keys. Most keyboards have a numeric keypad (for typing
digits) at the right; if you use a mouse a lot, but don’t type many
numbeks, you may prefer a narrower keyboard that omits the keypad
and lets you put your mouse closer to where you sit. Some keyboards
have a mouse-like pointing device built in; these are generally fine for
menu sclection but not precise enough for drawing,

When buying a new computer, be swe to evaluate the keyboard
carefully. A keyboard that feels “dead” can be tiring to use. Practice
typing on several different models to find one that feels good to you.
Some keyboards are bent in the middle so that your hands can stay
in a more comfortable position. Spending a few extra dollars for a
good keyboard can be a wise investment; after all, it is the part of your
computer that you are in contact with constantly,

keyboarding entering data through the keyboard; typing.





