
 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR 
THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF IOWA 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

 
IN RE: MIDWEST ENERGY EMISSIONS 
CORP. PATENT LITIGATION 

  
Case No. 4:24-MD-03132-SHL-WPK 
 
JOINT MOTION TO STAY 
PROCEEDINGS PENDING DIRECTOR 
REVIEW OF INTER PARTES REVIEW  

 
Plaintiff Midwest Energy Emissions (“ME2C”) and Defendants MidAmerican Energy 

Company (“MidAmerican”), PacifiCorp, and Union Electric Company (“Union Electric”), 

collectively referred to herein as (“Defendants”) jointly move to stay proceedings pending director 

review of the inter partes review proceedings and state the following: 

1. Inter partes review has been instituted by the Patent Trial and Appeal Board 

(Board) on four petitions filed by Petitioner-Defendants MidAmerican and PacifiCorp covering 

two of the patents ME2C asserts in this litigation.  The USPTO has not yet decided whether to 

institute on the other eight petitions, covering the remaining four asserted patents.  See MDL ECF 

187 (institutions on IPR2025-00274, IPR2025-00278, IPR2025-00280, and IPR2025-00281). 

2. Petitioner-Defendants MidAmerican and PacifiCorp filed a renewed motion to stay 

on September 22, 2025. See MDL ECF 203.  ME2C has not yet filed its response to the renewed 

motion. 

3. On September 22, 2025, ME2C also filed Requests for Director Review in each of 

the four instituted inter partes reviews, seeking for the Director of the USPTO to overturn the 

Board’s institution decisions. “Requests for Director Review of a Board’s decision on institution 

under 35 U.S.C. §§ 135, 314, or 324 … shall be limited to decisions presenting (a) an abuse of 

discretion, (b) important issues of law or policy, (c) erroneous findings of material fact, or (d) 

erroneous conclusions of law.” Director Review Process, available at: 

Case 4:24-md-03132-SHL-WPK     Document 208     Filed 10/03/25     Page 1 of 7

PAC ET AL. EXHIBIT 1141 
Page 1



 

2 

https://www.uspto.gov/patents/ptab/decisions/director-review-process (last updated Sept. 16, 

2025). 

4. The parties agree that the District Court litigation should be stayed to conserve the 

resources of the parties and the judiciary, and respectfully request the District Court litigation be 

stayed as follows: 

a. If the Director denies any of ME2C’s currently pending Director Review 

requests, the MDL case should be stayed until the Board issues final written decisions in 

each instituted-upon inter partes review; 

b. If the Director grants ME2C’s currently pending Director Review Requests 

and institution grants are overturned as to the matters concerning the ’114 and ’517 Patents 

or if IPR2025-00274, IPR2025-00278, IPR2025-00280, and IPR2025-00281 are 

dismissed, the stay should be lifted after institution is denied by the Director or the 

proceedings are dismissed.  The parties will, thereafter, agree to renegotiate the case 

schedule with the goal of maintaining the current trial ready date, if feasible.  See MDL 

ECF 60.  The will also discuss whether a stay is appropriate in light of any additional 

institutional decisions concerning the patents-in-suit. 

WHEREFORE, ME2C and Defendants respectfully the Court enter an Order to stay the 

MDL proceedings pending the Director Review process of the inter partes review proceedings. 
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 Respectfully submitted, 

Dated:  October 3, 2025 /s/ Cara S. Donels 
 R. Scott Johnson (#AT0004007) 

Thomas M Patton (#AT0014768) 
Cara S. Donels (#AT0014198) 
Kelcy Whitaker (#AT0012819) 
Erin M. Boggess (#AT0015950) 
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 
111 East Grand Avenue, Suite 301 
Des Moines, IA  50309-1977 
Telephone:  (515) 242-8900 
Facsimile:  (515) 242-8950 
rsjohnson@fredlaw.com 
tpatton@fredlaw.com 
cdonels@fredlaw.com 
kwhitaker@fredlaw.com 
eboggess@fredlaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Defendant, MidAmerican Energy 
Company 
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Dated:  October 3, 2025 /s/ Justin T. Nemunaitis 
 Bradley W. Caldwell (admitted pro hac vice) 

Justin T. Nemunaitis (admitted pro hac vice) 
Richard A. Cochrane (admitted pro hac vice) 
Austin Curry (admitted pro hac vice) 
Caldwell Cassady & Curry P.C. 
2121 N Pearl Street, Suite 1200 
Dallas, TX 75201 
bcaldwell@caldwellcc.com 
jnemunaitis@caldwellcc.com 
rcochrane@caldwellcc.com 
acurry@caldwellcc.com 
 
Jeffrey D. Harty 
Nyemaster Goode, P.C. 
700 Walnut Street, Suite 1300 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
jharty@nyemaster.com 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

 
  

Case 4:24-md-03132-SHL-WPK     Document 208     Filed 10/03/25     Page 4 of 7

PAC ET AL. EXHIBIT 1141 
Page 4



 

5 

 

  

Dated:  October 3, 2025 /s/ Syed Fareed 
 
 

David M. Genender (admitted pro hac vice) 
David J. Tobin (admitted pro hac vice) 
McDermott Will & Schulte LLP 
2801 North Harwood Street Suite 2600 
Dallas, TX 75201-164 
dgenender@mwe.com 
dtobin@mwe.com 
 
Syed Fareed (admitted pro hac vice) 
McDermott Will & Schulte LLP 
300 Colorado Street, 22nd Floor 
Austin, TX 78701 
sfareed@mwe.com 
 
Gregory R. Brown 
Duncan, Green, Brown & Langeness, P.C. 
400 Locust Street, Suite 380 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
gbrown@duncangreenlaw.com 
 
Attorneys for Defendant PacifiCorp 
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Dated:  October 3, 2025 /s/ Michael J. Hartley 
 
 

Michael J.  Hartley (admitted pro hac vice) 
Richard B. Walsh, Jr. (admitted pro hac vice) 
Robert M. Evans, Jr. (admitted pro hac vice) 
Kathleen M. Petrillo (admitted pro hac vice) 
Lewis Rice LLC 
600 Washington Avenue, Suite 2500 
St. Louis, MO 63101 
mhartley@lewisrice.com 
rwalsh@lewisrice.com 
revans@lewisrice.com 
kpetrillo@lewisrice.com 
 
Attorneys for Defendant Union Electric Co. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on October 3, 2025, I electronically filed the foregoing document 

with the Clerk of the Court using the CM/ECF system, which will serve notice of electronic 

filing to all counsel of record registered with CM/ECF. 

 
 
   /s/ Erica Palmer 
   Erica Palmer 
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