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654 intermodulation • interregnum 

ln•ter•mOd•U•la•tion \-,mil-i:>-'lii-sh,m\ n [ISVJ (1931) : the production 
in an electrical device of currents having frequencies equal to the sums 
and differences of frequencies supplied to the device or of their har
monics 

ln•ter•mon•tane \,ln-t:,r-'mlin•,tiin\ or in•t•r•mont \'in-t:,r-,mant\ a,:Q 
[L mont-, mons mount] (1807) : situated between mountains (an ~ ba
sin) 1ln•tem or in•teme \in-'t:irn, 'in-,\ a4i [MF inlerne, fr. L internus] (ca. 
1500) archaic : INTERNAL 2In°tern \'in-,t:,rn, in-1\ vt (1866) : to confine or impound esp, during a 
war<~ enemy aliens)- ln•tern-ee \(,)in-,t:,r-'nc\ n - ln•tern-ment 
\in•'t:,rn-m,mt, 'in-,\ n 3in•tern also in•terne \'in-,t:,rn\ n [F inteme, fr. inteme, adj.] (ca. 1879) 
: an advanced student or graduate usu. in a professional field (as med
icine or teaching) gaining supervised practical experience (as in a hos
pital or classroom) - ln•tem•shlp \-,ship\ n 4ln•tern \'in-,t:,rn\ vi (ca. 1928) : to work as an intern 

ln•ter•nal \ln-'t:1r-n•1, 'in-,\ a,:Q [ME intemalle, fr. L intemus; akin to L 
inter between] (lSc) 1 : existing or situated within the limits or sur
face of something: as a (I) : situated near the inside of the body (2) 

: situated on the side toward the median plane of the body b : of, re
lating to, or occurring on the inside of an organized structure (as a 
club, company, or state) <~ affairs) 2 : relating or belonging to or 
existing within the mind 3: INTRINSIC, INHERENT(~ evidence of 
forgery in a document) 4 : present or arising within an organism or 
one of its parts ( ~ stimulus) 5 : applied or intended for application 
through the stomach by being swallowed (an ~ remedy) - ln•ter
nal•i-tY \,in-,l:lr-'na-1:>-te\ n - in•ter-nal-ly \in-'t:ir-n"l-e\ adv 

Internal combustion engine n (1884) : a heat engine in which the 
combustion that generates the heat takes place inside the engine prop
er instead of In a furnace 

ln•ter•nal-lse Brit var of INTERNALIZE 
ln•ter•nal-lze \in-'t:,r-n:1-,Iiz\ vt -lzed; -lz•lng (1884) : to give a subjec
tive character to; specif: to incorporate (as values or patterns of cul
ture) within the self as conscious or subconscious guiding principles 
through learning or socialization - ln•tar0nal0l•za•tlon \-,t:,r-n:>-1:>
'zii-sh:,n\ n 

Internal medicine n (ca. 1904) : a branch of medicine that deals with 
the diagnosis and treatment of diseases not requiring surgery 

Internal respiration n (ca. 1890) : an exchanse of gases between the 
cells of the body and the blood by way of the fluid bathing the cells -
compare EXTERNAL RESPIRATION 

Internal rhyme n (1903) : rhyme between a word within a line and an
other either at the end of the same line or within another line 

Internal secretion n (1895) : HORMONE 1 1In°ter0na0tion°al \,in-t:,r-'nash-n:,I, -'na-sh:>-n°1\ a,:Q (1780) 1 : of, re
lating to, or affecting two or more nations<~ trade) 2: of, relating 
to, or constituting a group or association having members in two or 
more nations <~ movement) 3 : active, known, or reachins beyond 
national boundaries (an ~ reputation) - ln•ter•na•tlon•al-l•tv \-,na
sh:>-'na-1:>-te\ n - ln°ter0na0tlon•af.ly \•'nash-n:1-le, -'na-sh:>-n"I-!\ adv 2lnternatlonal n (1870) : one that is international; esp : an organization 
of International scope 

lntamatlonal date linen (ca. 1909): an arbitrary line approximately 
along the 180th meridian designated as the place where each calendar 
day begins 

ln•ter-na-tlon-al-ise Brit var efINTERNATIONALIZE 
ln°ter.na0tlon-alolsm \-'nash-n:>-,Ii-z:,m, -'na-sh:>-n:>-111-z:,m\ n (1851) 
1 : international character, principles, interests, or outlook 2 a : a 
policy of cooperation among nations b : an attitude or belief favoring 
such a policy - ln•ter•na•tion-at.ist \•list, •ist\ n or a4i 

ln•ter-na•tlon•al-lze \,in-t:,r-'nash•n:>-,liz, -'na-sh:>-n:>-,liz\ vt (ca. 1864) 
: to make international; also : to place under international control (a 
proposal to ~ the city) - ln°ter•na0tlon°al-i•za•tlon \•,nash-n:>-1:>
'za-sh:,n, -,na-sh:>-n:>-1:>-\ n 

International law n (ca. 1828) : a body of rules that control or affect 
the rights of nations in their relations with each other 

International Phonetic Alphabet n (1898) : IPA 
International pitch n (1904) : a tuning standard of 440 vibrations per 
second for A above middle C 

International relations n pl but sing in constr (1880) : a branch of polit
ical science concerned with relations between nations and primarily 
with foreign policies 

lnternatlonal Scientific Vocabulary n (ca. 1959) : a part of the vo
cabulary of the sciences and other specialized studies that consists of 
words or other linguistic forms current in two or more languages and 
differing from New Latin in being adapted to the structure of the indi• 
vidual languages in which they appear - abbr. /SV 

International Style 11 (1932) 1 : a style in European art of the 14th 
and early 15th centuries marked by sinuous line, rich color, and deco
rative surface detail 2 : a style in architecture developed In the 1920s 
that uses modem materials (as steel, glass, and reinforced concrete), 
expresses structure directly, and eliminates nonstructural ornament 

International System of Units n (1932) : a system of units based on 
the metric system and developed and ref"med by international conven
tion esp. for scientific work - abbr, SI 

International unit n (1922) : a quantity of a biologically active sub
stance (as a vitamin) that produces a particular biological effect agreed 
upon as an International standard 

in•ter-ne•cine \1in-tar-1ne-1sen, -•ne-san, -•ne-,sin, -na-•sen; in-1tar-na
,sen\ a4i [L intemecinus, fr. internecare to destroy, kill, fr. inter-+ ne
care to kill, fr. nee-, nex violent death - more at NOXIOUS] (1663) 1 

: marked by slaughter : DEADLY; esp : mutually destructive 2 : of, re• 
lating to, or involving conflict within a group (bitter ~ feuds) 

ln•ter•net \'in-t:,r-,net\ n (1985) : an electronic communications net
work that connects computer networks and organizational computer 
facilities around the world 

in°ter0neu0ron \,in-t:,r-'mir-,lin, -'nyur-\ n (1939) : a neuron that con
veys impulses from one neuron to another - ln°ter0neu•ro•nal \-'nur
::rnal, -'nyiu--; -nU-1ro-, -nyti-1\ aaj 

in•ter•nist \'in-,t:,r-nist\ n (1904) : a specialist in internal medicine 
ln•ter-node \'in-t:,r-,nod\ n [L intemodium, fr. Inter- + nodus knot] 
(1667) : an interval or part between two nodes (as of a stem) - ln•ter
nod•al \,in-t:ir-'no-d•l\ acQ 

ln°ter0nun°cl-al \,in-t:,r-'n:,n(t)-se-:,1, -'min(t)-\ a4i (1845) 1 : of or re
lating to an intemunclo 2 : of, relating to, or being lnterneurons 

ln•ter•nUn•clo \,in-t:,r-1n:>n(t)-sc-,6, •'nun(t)-\ n Dt intemunzlo, fr. L in· 
ternuntius, fr. inter-+ nuntius messenger] (1641) 1 : a messenaer be· 
tween two parties : GO-BBTWEBN 2 : a papal legate of lower rank than 
a nuncio 

in•ter•o•cep.tive \lin•t:>-ro-'sep-tiv\ a,:Q [interior + -o· + -ceptive (as in 
receptive)] (ca. 192 ) : of, relating to, or being stimuli arising within the 
body and esp. in the viscera 

ln•ter•O•Cep.tor \•t:>r\ n (1906) : a sensory receptor excited by intero
ceptlve stimuli 

ln•ter•OP•er•a•bll-l•ty \,in-t:,r-,ll•p(:>-)r:>-'bi-1:i•te\ n (1977) : ability of a 
system (as a weapons system) to work with or use the parts or equip
ment of another system - ln•ter-op-er•a•ble \•'ii•p(:>-)r:>-b:,l\ a,:Q 

ln•ter•pel•late \,in-t:ir•'pe•,liit, ln•'t:ir-p:>-,lat\ vt -Iaf0ad; -lat-Ing [L in-
terpellatus, pp. of interpellare to interrupt, fr, inter-+ -pellare (fr,pellere 
to drive) - more at FELT] (1874) : to question (as a foreign minister) 
formally concerning an official action or policy or personal conduct -
ln•ter•pel-la•tion \,in-t:>r-p:>-'lii-sh:,n\ n - in•ter•pel-la•tor \,in-t:>r
'pe-,lii-t:>r, in·'t::ir-p:,-,Ia-\ n 

ln•ter•pen-e•trate \,ln-t:,r-'pe-n:>-,trit\ vi (ca. 1810) : to penetrate mu
tually ~ vt : to penetrate between, within, or throughout : PERMEATE 

- ln•ter.pen-e0tra0tlon \-,pe-n::,-'tra-sh:,n\ n 
ln•ter0per.son°al \•'p:,rs-n:,I, -'p:,r-s:,-n::,I\ a,:Q (1842) : being, relating 
to, or involving relations between persons - ln•ter•P&r•sOn•al-ly ad', 

ln•ter•phase \'in-t:,r•,fiiz\ n (1913) : the interval between the end of 
one mitotic or meiotic division and the beghming of another 

in•ter•plant \,ln-t:,r-'plant\ vt (1911) : to plant a crop between (plants of 
another kind); also : to set out young trees among (existing arowth) 

In-tar-play \1in-t:,r,i
,li\ n (1862) : INTERACTION (the ~ of opposing 

forces)- in•ter•ptay \,ln•t:1r-1 , 'in-t:,r-,\ vi 
ln•ter•plead \,in-t:,r-'pled\ vi [AF ente,pleder, fr. enter- inter- + pleder. 
p/aider to plead - more at PLEAD] (1567) : to go to trial with each otb
er in order to determine a right on which the action of a third party de
pends 1 ln-ter0plead-er \-'plc-d:,r\ n [AF enterpleder, fr. enterpleder, v.J (1567) 

: a proceeding to enable a person to compel parties making the same 
2 claim against him to litigate the matter between themselves 
lnterpleader n (ca. 1846) : one that interpleads 
lnterPOI abbr International Criminal Police Organization 
ln•ter•PO•late \in·'t:,r-p:,-,lit\ vb •lat-ed; •lat-Ing [L interpolatus, pp. of 
interpo/are to refurbish, alter, interpolate, fr. inter- + -po/are (fr. po/in 
to polish)] vt (1612) 1 a : to alter or corrupt (as a text) by inserting 
new or foreign matter b : to insert (words) into a text or into a con
versation 2 : to insert between other things or parts : INTERCALATE 
3 : to estimate values of (data or a function) between two known val
ues ~ vi : to make insertions (as of estimated values) syn see INTRO
DUCE - ln-ter•PO•la•tion \·1!:lr-p:>-'lii-sh:,n\ n - ln•ter•PO•la•tlve 
\-1!:lr-p:,-,lii•tiv\ a,:Q - ln•ter•PO•la•tor \•,Ia-t:,r\ n 

ln•ter•POS& \,ln·t:>r•'poz\ vb -POS&d; •POS•lng [MF interposer, fr. Lin
terponere (perf. indic. interposui), fr, inter- + ponere to put - more at 
POsmoN] vt (1582) 1 a : to place In an intervening position b : to 
put (oneselO between : INTRUDE 2 : to put forth by way of interfer
ence or intervention 3 : to Introduce or throw in between the parts of 
a conversation or argument ~ vi 1 : to be or come between 2 : to 
step in between parties at variance : INTERVENE 3 : INTERRUPT- In• 
ter0p0s-er n 
SYtl INTERPOSE, INTERFERE, INTERVENE, MEDIATE, INTERCEDE 
mean to come or 110 between. INTERPOSE often Implies no more than 
this (interposed herself between him and the door). INTERFERE im
plies hindering (noise inte,:fered with my concentration). INTERVENE 
may imply an occurring in space or time between two things or a step
ping in to stop a conflict (quarreled until the manager intervened). 
MEDIATE implies intervening between hostile factions (mediated be
tween the parties). INTERCEDE implies acting for an offender in beg• 
ging mercy or forgiveness (interceded on our behalf). syn see in ad
dition INTRODUCE 

ln•ter•P0•aJ.tlon \-p:>-'zi-sh:,n\ n (14c) 1 a : the act of interposing b 
: the action of a state whereby its sovereignty is placed between its cit
izens and the federal government 2 : something Interposed 

ln•ter.pret \in·'l:lr-pr:,t, -p:,t\ vb [ME, fr. AF & L; AF interpreter, fr. L 
interpretarl, fr. interpret•, interpres agent, negotiator, interpreter] llf 
(14c) 1 : to explain or tell the meaning of: present In understandable 
terms ( ~ dreams) (needed help ~ing the results) 2 : to conceive in 
the light of individual belief, Judgment, or circumstance : CONSTRUE 

< ~ a contract) 3 : to represent by means of art : bring to realization 
by performance or direction (~s a role)~ vi: to act as an interpreter 
between speakers of different languages syn see EXPLAIN - ln•ter
prat.abil-l•ty \-,t:,r-pr:,-t:>-'bi-1:>-te, -p:>-t:,-\ n - in•ter•pr&t•able 
\-'t:,r-pr:,-t:>-b:il, •p:,-t:>-\ adj 

in•ter0pra0ta0tlon \in-,t:,r-pr:,-ltii-sh:,n, -p:,-\ n (14c) 1 : the act or the 
result of interpreting : EXPLANATION 2 : a particular adaptation or 
version of a work, method, or style 3 : a teaching technique that com
bines factual with stimulating explanatory information (natural histo
ry ~ program) - in•ter•Pre•ta•tlon•al \-shn::il, -sh:>-n"l\ a,:Q - ln
ter•Pr&•ta•tlve \in-'t:,r-pr:,- tii-tiv also -pr:>-t:>-tiv\ a,:Q - ln°ter•Pr&•ta
tlve•IY adv - ln•ter•Pre•t�ve \-'t:ir-pr:>-tiv, •P:>-\ a,:Q - ln•ter•Pr&
tlve•IY adv 

ln°ter0prat-er \in•'t:ir•pr:>-l:lr, •p:>-\ n (1'k:) 1 : one that interprets: as 
a : one who translates orally for parties conversing in different lan
guages b : one who explains or expounds 2 a : a machine that prints 
on punch cards the symbols recorded in them by perforations b : a 
computer program that executes each of a set of high-level instructions 
before going to the next instruction· 

in°ter0prox•l0mal \,in•t:ir-'prak-s:>-m:,I\ a4i (1897) : situated or used in 
the areas between adjoining teeth<~ space) 

in•ter•PU•Pil-lary \,in-t:>r•'pyii-p:,-,ler-e\ a4i (ca. 1904) : extending be
tween the pupils of the eyes; also : extending between the centers of a 
pair of spectacle lenses < ~ distance> 

ln.ter•ra•clal \•'ri-sh:>I\ aiq (1888) : of, involving, or designed for mem
bers of different races - 1n°ter•ra-clal-ly \-sh:>-lc\ adv 

Interred past and past part of INTER 
ln°ter0rag0num \,in•t:>-'reg-n:,m\ n, pl -nums or -na \,n:,\ IL, fr. inter-+ 
regnum reign - more at REIGN] (1590) 1 : the time during which a 
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